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MEMOIR  OF  EDMUND  SPENSER. 


The  reign  of  Elizabeth,  yarions  as  may  be  the  opinions  held  respecting 
the  '*  virgin  qneen**  herself,  was  uuquestionablj  most  favourable  to  the 
coltivation  of  vAt  aad  genius.  A  court  sufficiently  lax  to  allow  of  a 
tolerable  freedom  of  langoage,  but  yet  removed  from  anjrtbing  like  the 
broad  coarseness  which  was  hereafter  to  dietingnish  or  disgrace  the  reig;n 
of  Charles  11. — a  sovereign,  herself  no  mean  scholar,  and  a  hearty 
lover  of  learning  and  genius  in  others — finally,  a  state  of  nationid 
prosperity,  consequent  on  our  iVcedom  from  a  foreign  en  thraldom; 
anch  w«re,  indeed*  advantages  rarely  combined  in  one  reign,  especially 
In  a  reign  of  such  long  duration ;  and  it  was  not  to  be  wondered  at,  if 
the  times  tliat  developed  the  abilities  of  a  Burleigh,  a  Hatton,  or  a 
Baleigh.  should  have  also  found  fame  and  renown  for  a  poet  like  the  hero 
of  the  present  narrative. 

Obscure  as  are  the  accounts  of  his  birth  and  origin,  it  seems  probable, 
from  certain  passages  in  his  poems,  that  he  was  at  least  respectably 
connected.  But  his  early  prospects  appear  to  have  been  but  moderate. 
Bom  hi  London,  he  was  sent  to  Pembroke  Hall,  Cambridge,  where  he 
•obseqnently  competed  for  a  fellowship  against  Andrewes,  afterwards 
Bishop  of  Winchester.  His  fkilure  (if  indeed  to  be  defeated  by  such  a 
man  as  Andrewes  can  be  called  a  failure),  and  the  narrow  btate  of  his 
finances,  compelled  hua  to  quit  tlie  university.  He  took  np  his  resi- 
dence with  some  friends  in  the  north,  and,  being  Just  in  that  state  of 
pocket  when  love  is  most  imprudent,  he  very  naturally  fell  in  love  at 
once,  theraia  following  the  example  of  nine-tenths  of  humanity. 

Love,  if  a  man  be  a  poet  at  heart,  is  pretty  snre  to  find  its  vent  through 
that  most  charming  of  the  liberal  arts,  and  we  may  be  said  to  owe  the 
**  Shepherd*S  Calendar,"  and  ether  pestoral  poems,  to  the  lady  whom 
Spenser  everywhere  celebrates,  and  whose  cruelty  he  deplores,  under 
the  name  of  Rosalind.  Spenser's  love  was,  so  far,  profitable  both  to 
himself  aad  to  posterl^;  and  wfa£D  we  read  this  delightftil  specim^ 
of  early  English  bucolic,  we  feel  that,  in  the  words  of  8ir  Mulberry 
Hawk,  **  it  is  to  Rosalind's  mamma's  obliging  marriage  that  we  are 
Indebted  for  so  much  happiness.** 

Sir  Philip  Sidney,  to  whom  this  poem  was  dedicated,  under  the  modest 
title  of  **  Immerito,"  took  great  notice  of  our  hero,  and  being  himself 
not  merely  **  a  lord  among  wits,  and  a  wit  among  lords.**  but  an  able 
writer  and  Judicious  thinker,  as  well  as  no  mean  poet,  his  introductloD 
proved  of  no  small  advantage  to  Spenser.  As  long  as  this  great  man 
lived,  he  extended  the  benefits  of  his  fortune,  advice,  and  influence  tc- 
his  poet-friend,  and  proved  as  constant,  as  he  was  liberal,  a  patron. 
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SpeoBtrqvAtUd  the  north,  and  retorned  to  the  "Great  Babylon/*  at 
Cie  advice  of  soom  friends,  who  wished  Mm  to  be  near  the  oonrt.  To 
this  be  anodes  in  his  sixth  edogne,  where  Hobbinol  (t.  e,  his  intimate 
fHcDd  Gabriel  Harrej)  persnadefl  Colin  (i. «.  Spenser  himself)  to  qnit 
tbe  hin  coontiy,  and  its  barren  solitudes,  and  seek  amore  genial  soiL 

It  has,  bowerer,  been  doobted  whether  his  acquaintance  with  Sidney 
bifan  M>  early  as  has  been  abore  stated ;  and  the  following  story  seems 
to  render  it  more  probable  that  he  had  already  began  the  **  Faerie 
Qaeme."  It  is  said,  that  on  going  to  Leicester  House,  with  the  Tiewof 
iBtradaeiBg  himself  to  the  then  Mr.  Sidney,  he  sent  In  a  copy  of  the  nhith 
MBtoof  the  Arst  book  of  this  poem.  **  Mr.  Sidney  was  nrach  surprised 
with  tbe  description  of  I>espair  In  that  canto,  and  Is  said  to  hare  fhowm 
aa  niasiial  kind  of  transport  on  the  discoreiy  of  so  new  and  uncommor 
a  geaivs.  After  he  had  read  some  stanzas,  he  turned  to  his  steward 
and  bade  him  giro  the  person  that  brought  the  Tones  fifty  pounds;  but 
ipQD  reading  the  next  stanza,  he  ordered  the  sum  to  be  doubled.  Tha 
steward  was  no  less  surprised  than  his  master,  and  thought  it  his  duty 
to  make  some  delay  in  executing  so  sudden  and  lavish  a  bounty;  but 
ipQD  reading  one  stanza  more,  Mr.  Sidney  raised  his  gratuity  to  two 
haydied  pooids,  and  commanded  the  steward  to  giro  it  iminediately, 
leU,  as  be  read  farther,  he  might  be  tempted  to  give  away  his  wlu^ 
estate.** 

Spenser  did  not,  however,  reap  any  immediate  substantial  benefit 
ftoA  this  introduction,  and,  although  chosen  poet4aureat,  he  for  some 
time  *  wore  a  barren  laurel,  and  possessed  only  the  place  without  the 
^easkm  **  Bnrldgh,  whatever  thougltts  might  be  comprehended  in  his 
**  shake  of  the  head,**  appears  to  have  taken  no  thought  for  our  poet,  and 
Iris  neglect  was  rendered  more  serious  by  the  constant  absence  dT  Sir 
PfaOip  Sidney,  either  on  diplomatic  negotiations,  or  in  the  Low  Country 
vars.  He  hns  plaintively  alluded  to  these  disappointments  in  his  poem 
esOed  the  **  Ruins  of  Time,**  as  follows: — 

**0  grief  of  griefii!  O  gall  of  all  good  hearts  I 
To  see  th*t  vertoe  ahoold  despised  be 
Of  sodi  as  first  were  nia'd  ibr  vertoe's  parts^ 
And  DOW  broad  spreading  like  an  aged  traa^ 
Let  none  thoot  up  that  niah  them  planted  oe: 
O  let  not  those  of  whom  tbe  Mnae  »  acom'd, 
▲Uve  or  dead  be  by  the  Muse  adamU" 

With  stm  greater  bitterness,  he  inveighs  against  the  aegleet  ef  lear» 
i^gaad  poetry,  fai  **  The  Tears  of  Calliope:**— 

"Their  great  rsveaaas  sll  in  samptooas  pride 
They  spend,  that  nonght  to  iewning  they  may  ipaie  ; 
And  the  rich  fee  which  Poets  wont  divide, 
Kow  Paza^tea  and  Qycophaats  do  share." 

Bet  it  woald  appear  that  Speaaer,  Itte  many  eChen,  imM,  to  iomt . 
otsBt,  the  eaose  ot  his  own  mlsibrtane.  The  fotloiHag  Unse,  in 
lather  Hubbard's  Tale,  are  supposed  to  have  been  eonstmed  by  tbe 
scUti  iato  a  personal  aftoait,  fbr,  as  the  aathor*  of  oor  poefi  Uf e 
stecrres,  **  even  the  sighs  of  a  miserable  man  are  sometimes  resented  as 
sa  sftont  by  him  that  Is  the  oooasioaof  them.* 

*  *  Tun  li  ttle  knowest  thoo  that  hast  not  try'd, 
What  hell  it  is,  in  misery  long  to  bide, 

*  Hagbes.  appeadsd  to  the  edition  printed  by  Tonson,  Iftao,  171& 
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To  loM  good  dam  that  might  be  baiter  spent, 
To  waate  long  nii^ta  in  penaive  discontent ; 
To  speed  to-daj,  to  be  put  Yfek  to-morrow ; 
To  feed  on  Hope,  to  pine  with  Fear  and  Sorrow ; 
To  hare  thy  pnnoe's  grace,  yet  want  her  peer's,' 
To  have  thy  asking,  yet  wait  many  reon: 
To  fret  thy  soul  wiih  crosees  and  with  cans; 
To  eat  thy  heart  thro'  comfortless  despair ; 
To  fawn,  to  crouch,  to  wait,  to  ride,  to  run. 
To  spend,  to  give,  to  want,  to  be  nndone." 

At  the  end  of  the  sixth  book  of  his  great  poem,  the  author  plahiljr 
■llttdei  to  this  unflortuDate  ill-will  of  Burleigh's.  Desoribing  Detracttoa 
M  a  monster,  he  concludes  with  the  following  stanza: 

'*  Ne  may  this  homely  rerse,  of  many  meanest, 
Hope  to  escape  his  venomous  despite. 
More  than  nur  fonner  writs,  all  wen  they  deaoest 
From  baleful  Dlot,  and  tr^  from  all  that  wite 
With  which  some  wicked  tongues  did  it  backbite, 
And  bring  into  a  mighty  peers  dispteature^ 
That  nerer  so  deaerred  to  endite. 
Therefore  do  you,  my  rimes,  keep  better 

Azul  seek  to  please,  that  now  ia  counted  wise  men's 

On  one  booasion,  Elizabeth  had  ordered  a  gratuity  of  one  hundred 
pounds  to  be  given  to  our  poet;  but  my  Lord-Treasurer  Burleigh  ol^ected 
to  it,  saying,  "  What !  all  this  for  a  single  song  t**  The  queen  replied, 
**  Then  give  what  Is  reason,"  Spenser  waited  for  some  time,  but  finding 
the  queen's  intended  bounty  not  forthcoming,  he  took  an  opportunity  to 
present  the  following  epigrammatic  petition  to  her  majesty: 

*'  I  was  promis'd  on  a  time 
To  liare  reason  for  my  rhime ; 
From  that  time  unto  this  season. 
I  receir'd  nor  rhime  nor  reason.^ 

This  had  its  efltot;  my  lord-treasurer  came  in  for  a  rebuke,  and  tha 
poet  got  his  money. 

CHir  poet's  fortune  began  to  improre ;  his  aoquaintanoe  with  the  great 
and  the  powerfril  Increased,  and  In  the  year  1979  he  was  sent  abroad 
1^  the  Earl  of  Leicester,  but  upon  what  senrice  does  not  appear.  But 
when  Lord  Grey  was  choaen  deputy  of  Ireland,  he  received  the  appoint- 
ment of  secretary.  If  we  may  Judge  by  his  **  Discourse  on  the  State  of 
Ireland,"  his  skill  In  political  science  must  have  been  considerable,  and 
the  change  ftom  the  Ustlessness  of  a  merely  poetical  existence  to  tht> 
duties  and  anxieties  of  active  life,  doubtless  had  a  most  healthy  influ- 
ence upon  his  mind  and  disposition.  A  fair  estate  of  3000  acres  in  the 
county  of  Ck>rk,  and  a  good  house  in  Kilcohnan,  his  grounds  being  inter- 
sected by  the  beautiful  river  MuUa,  were  a  sufficient  provision  to  give 
hhn  fmb^om  from  want.  If  not  the  Importance  of  a  wealthy  landowner. 

About  this  time,  he  contracted  an  hitimate  friendship  with  Sir  Walter 
Baleigfa.  then  a  captain  under  Lord  Qrey.  In  the  poem  entitled  ■*  Colin 
Clours  come  home  again,**  Shr  Walter  Is  allegorlcally  described  under 
the  name  of  the  **  Shepherd  of  the  Ocean.**  We  gladly  quote,  alter 
other  writers,  the  following  exquisite  Unes,  so  descriptive  of  the  origin 
of  this  refined  and  affectionate  friendship. 

"I  sails,  as  was  my  trade, 
Under  the  foot  of  Mole,  that  mountidn  hore, 
Keetrfng  my  sheep  amongst  the  oo(^  t*^    ' 
Of  the  green  alders,  by  the  MttUa's  shoi 
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mieraa  itruiffs  ahepbexd  chancTd  to  And  ma  oat» 
Wheyier  allured  with  mj  pipe's  deUght, 
Who«e  pleuizig  soand  ydhrilled  fsur  about. 
Or  thithear  led  bj  chance,  I  know  not  right: 
Whom  when  I  asked  from  what  idaoe  he  came, 
And  how  he  hight ;  himself  he  did  ycleep 
The  Shepherd  m  tfaue  Ocean  hj  name, 
And  said  he  came  fiur  from  the  main-sea  deep. 
Ho  sitting  me  beside,  in  that  same  shade 
ProToked  me  to  play  some  pleasant  fit; 
And  when  he  heard  the  mnsic  that  I  t^*'. 
He  Umntl  himself  full  graatlj  pleas'd  at  it. 


Yet,  emuling  mj  pipe,  he  took  in  hand 
Ky  pipe,  before  that  emulod  of  minr. 
And  plaid  thoreon,  for  well  that  skiU  he  oon'd, 
Himaelf  aa  skiUiil  in  that  art  as  any." 


I  nuuiy  advantages  consequent  on  his  introduction  to  Sir  Walter 
Baleigb.  oar  poet  was  now  destined  to  have  Cupid  propitioui,  aud  we  find 
aaev  attaebment  ripen  into  a  marriage,  which  he  liimself  celebrated  in 
tU  -  Bpithalamion." 

The  erenta  of  a  poet's  life  are  seldom  very  marked  or  important  in 
their  diameter,  and  Edmund  Spenser's  liistory  is  no  exception  to  the 
nle.  The  iwogress  of  the  **  Faerie  Queene"  was  the  main  employment 
of  hia  life,  bat  iU  tranquillity  was  soon  destined  to  be  disturbed.  The 
mfbrtimate  rebellion  of  the  Earl  of  Desmond,  in  which  he  was  plun- 
dered and  robbed  of  his  estate,  forced  him  to  return  to  England.  The 
fridk  of  one  bankrupt  in  fortune,  and  in  declining  health,  were  aggravated 
^  tbe  death  of  his  best  friend.  Sir  Ptiilip  Sidney.  Twelve  years  he 
tanrired  his  noble  patron,  but  they  were  years  of  sadness  and  painful 
teeoDections  Deatli,  the  great  leveller  alike  of  enemies  and  friends, 
overtook  both  the  courtly  Burleigh  and  the  poet  he  had  slighted,  if  not 
l^^iiKd,  in  the  year  1698. 

Be  waa  buried  in  Westminster  Abbey,  near  his  predecessor,  and,  we 
might  almost  say  master,  in  the  art  of  poetry,  GtooSVey  Chaucer.  Hia 
ntmqn'ifi  were  attended  by  many  poets  of  his  time,  who  cast  copies  ot 
vcnea  into  his  grave ;  and  his  monument  was  erected  at  the  cost  of 
Bobert  Devereux,  the  unfortunate  Earl  of  Essex,  with  the  following 


"Hearelyes  (expecting  the  second  commlnge  of  our  Sarionr  Christ 
Jesos)  tbe  body  of  Edmund  Spenser,  the  prince  of  poets  in  his  tyme; 
whoae  divine  spirit  needs  noe  other  witness,  then  the  works  which  he 
left  behind  him.  He  was  borne  in  liOndon  in  theyeare  1610,  and  died  In 
lbeyearel»96.* 

Can»den*a  aooonnt  of  his  death  presents  some  important  diflbrences. 
He  says  that  he  died  in  1698,  in  the  forty- first  year  of  the  queen's  reign. 
Bat  tiM  mistake  about  his  birth  is  still  greater  How  could  he,  at  this 
fate,  bare  stood  for  a  fellowship  in  competition  with  Andrewes,  who  was 
Bot  bom  till  1656?  **  lioreover,"  as  Hughes  observes.  *'  if  this  account 
of  his  birth  were  true,  he  must  have  been  above  sixty  years  old  when  he 
frit  publiahed  his  **  Shepherd's  Calendar,"  an  age  not  the  most  proper  for 
tore-poetry;  and  in  his  seventieth  year  when  he  entered  into  business 
nder  tho  Lord  Grey,  who  was  created  deputy  of  Ireland  in  1680."  It 
■coia,  on  tlie  whole,  probable  that  the  original  inscription,  said  to  have 
been  in  Latin,  and  published  in  the  year  1600,  in  a  small  volume  on  the 
miMament  of  Westminster,  was  the  correct  one,  and  as  this  speaks  of 
Mb  as  dying  **  an  untimtly  death,"  the  date  1610  must  be  laid  to  the 
Miiliaiiii  M  of  the  graver,  or  to  some  mistake  in  those  wlio  superin- 
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tended  the  new  inscription.    I  attempt  a  translation  of  the  inscription 
and  epigram  in  qnestion  ;— 

**Edmnnd  Spenser,  of  Tx>ndon,  nnqneitionablj  prince  of  the  Engliah 
poets  of  oar  age,  which  his  poems,  written  mider  the  favour  of  the  Muaes* 
and  of  his  genius  that  shall  live  hereafter,  prore.  He  died  an  immature 
death,  in  the  year  of  grace  1598,  and  is  buried  near  onto  Godfbej 
Chaucer,  who  first  most  happily  adorned  poesy  in  the  English  lan- 
guage.   Upon  whom  was  written  these  epigrams  :— 

' '  Next  Chaacei's  bones  denw  Edmund  Spenser^s  dust  in  death  ; 
In  genius  each,  in  tomb,  the  other  nigh. 
Here,  near  great  poet  Cliaucer,  poet  Spenser,  lie. 
As  near  in  lepuliureL  as  Ppeinr. 

While  thou  wert  livuig.  England's  muse  lived  Joyauntly ; 
Dying,  while  thou  art  dead,  the  fears  to  die.** 

It  may  be  observed,  that  the  stanxas  are  distinct  epitaphs,  of  whfdi  the 
first  and  second  couplets  are  merely  the  same  thoughts  differently 
expressed. 

Little  as  is  known  of  the  life  of  oar  poet,  YtiB  worlcs  are  as  much  a 
part  of  our  literature  as  can  be  well  imagined.  Of  his  pastorals,  or  his 
prose  work,  I  will  not  speak  on  the  present  occasion,  but,  briefly  to  sura 
up  the  beauties  of  the  **  Faerie  Queene,**  I  may  observe,  that  in  no  poem 
is  the  elevation  of  morality  blended  with  the  romance  of  chivalry  with 
such  singular  success — ^in  no  work,  of  whatsoever  age  or  clime,  do  we 
find  the  development  of  that  graceful  elevation  of  the  l^nale  sex  from. 
the  degradation  of  their  feudal  lords,  so  nobly  and  so  devotedly  set  Ibrth 
— >nowha«,  not  even  in  Milton,  are  the  vagaries  of  the  Pagan  worid 
made  so  admirably  snbservient  to  the  purposes  of  a  Christian  lesson — 
and,  above  all,  no  ancient  English  writer  can  be  so  safely,  or  so  pro- 
fitably, read  even  by  the  young.  As  a  study  of  the  English  language, 
the  '*  Faerie  Qneene"  is  not  only  highly  instructive,  but  is  less  repulsive 
and  difficult  than  other  contemporaneous  writers,  while,  as  a  glorious 
storehouse  of  fancy,  of  legend,  and  of  brilliant  allegory,  we  can  only 
say,  with  Loeretins, 

"  Jurat  integros  aooedere  fontes, 
Atque  hauriie,  Juvatque  novoa  deoerpere  flores." 

T.  A.  B. 
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A 

LETTER  OF  THE  AUTHOR'S.' 

EXPOuin>iHe  HIS  whole  niTEirnoN  in  thb  coubse  op  this 

VOKKE;  ITHICH,  TOR  THAT  IT  GIVETH  GREAT  LIGHT  TO  THE 
READER,  VCR  THS  BETTER  UNDERSTANDING  IS  HEREUNTO 
ANNEXED. 


TO  THE  RIGHT  NOBLE  AND  TALOROUS 

SIR  WALTER  RALEIGH,  KiaGHT, 

lA.  VAU>CUI.Or  XHB   CTAJnOlTn    AHD   HXB    MAISSTUS   LIMFIWAVKT    Off 
TBS  COUKTT  OV  COBMXWATLL. 

SlE, 

Kkowiko  how  doubtftiUjr  all  Allegories  Biay  be  construed, 
and  tins  booke  of  mine,  wliich  I  have  entatiued  I%e  Faerie 
Qtieene^  being  a  continued  Allegory,  or  darke  Conceit,  I 
hare  thought  good,  as  well  for  ayoyding  of  gealous  opinions 
acnd  misoonstruetiQns,  as  also  for  your  oetter  li^ht  in  read- 
ing thereof,  (beinjg^  so  bj  you  commanded,)  to  discoyer  unto 
jaa  the  general  intention  and  meaning,  which  in  the  whole 
eoorae  thereof  I  hare  fashioned,  without  expressing  of  anr 
particular  purposes,  or  by-accidents^  therem  occasioned. 
The  ffeDerai  end,  therefore,  of  all  the  booke,  is  to  fashion  a 
gent&man  or  noble  person  in  Tertuous  and  gentle  disci- 
pline; which  for  that  I  oonceiTedshoulde  bemost  plausible 
and  pleasing,  being  coloured  with  an  historical  fiction,  the 
whicn  the  most  part  of  men  delight  to  read,  rather  for 
Tariciy  <^  matter  than  for  profite  of  the  ensample,  1 7hose 
the  Hjstoi::^ e  of  Xing  Arthure,  aa  most  fitte  for  the  excel- 
lency of  hia  person,  being  made  famous  by  many  mens 
tamer  workea,  and  also  Airthest  frcnn  the^  daunger  of  envy. 
and  sofpition  of  present  time.  In  which  I  have  followed 
aU  the  antique  puets  historically  first  Homere,  who  in  the 
ftnoDB  of  Aganfsmnon  and  Ulysses  hath  ensampled  a  good 
goremoor  and  a  Tertuoos  man^  the  one  in  his  Uias,  the 
odier  in  hia  Odysaeia;  then  Tirgil,  whose  like  intention 
was  to  doe  in  the  person  of  .Sneea;  alter  hi^Arioatocom- 
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prised  them  both  in  his  Orhindo;  and  lately  Tasso  disse- 
Tered  them  again,  and  formed  both  parts  in  two  personSy 
namely,  that  part  which  they  in  philosophy  call  Ethice,  or 
Vertues  of  a  private  man,  coloured  in  his  Sianaldo;  the 
other  named  Pohtice,  in  his  Godfredo.  By  ensample  o£ 
which  excellente  poets,  I  labour  to  pourtraict  in  Arthure. 
before  he  was  king,  the  image  of  a  brave  knight,  perfected 
in  the  twelve  private  Morall  Vertues.  as  Aristotle  hath, 
devised;  the  which  is  the  purpose  or  these  first  twelve 
bookes :  which  if  I  finde  to  be  well  accepted,  I  may  be  per- 
haps encoraged  to  frame  the  other  part  of  PoUitioke  Vertues 
in  nis  person,  after  that  hee  came  to  be  kin^.  To  some  I 
know  this  methode  will  seem  displeasaunt,  which  had  rather 
have  good  discipline  delivered  plainly  in  way  of  precepts,  or 
sermoned  at  large,  as  they  use,  then  tnus  dowdily  enwrapped 
in  allegorical  devises.  But  such,  me  seeme,  should  be  satis- 
fide  with  the  use  of  these  days,  seeing  all  things  accounted 
by  their  showes,  and  nothing  esteemed  of,  that  is  not  de- 
lightfull  and  pleasing  to  commune  sence.  For  this  oause 
is  Xenophon  preferred  before  Plato,  for  that  the  one,  in  the 
exquisite  depth  of  his  iudgement,  formed  a  oommunewelth, 
such  as  it  should  be:  but  the  other,  in  the  person  of  Cyrus, 
and  the  Persians,  fashioned  a  government,  such  as  mi^ht 
best  be:  so  much  more  profitable  and  gratious  is  doctrme 
by  ensample  then  by  rule.  So  have  I  laboured  to  do  in  the 
pnerson  of  Arthure:  whom  I  conceive,  after  his  long  educa^ 
tion  by  Timon,  to  whom  he  was  by  Merlin  delivered  to  be 
brought  up,  so  soone  as  he  wa^  borne  of  the  Lady  Igrayne, 
to  have  scene  in  a  dream  or  vision  the  Faerie  Queene,  with 
whose  excellent  beauty  ravished,  he  awaking  resolved  to 
seeke  her  out,  and  so  being  by  Merlin  armed,  and  by  Timon 
throughly  instructed,  he  went  to  seeke  her  forth  in  Faerie 
Land.  In  that  Faerie  Queene  I  meane  Olory  in  my  gene- 
ndl  intention,  but  in  my  particular  I  conceive  the  most 
excellent  and  glorious  person  of  our  sovcraine  the  Queene, 
and  her  kingdom  in  Faerie  Land.  And  yet,  in  some  places 
els,  I  do  otherwise  shadow  her.  For  considering  she 
beareth  two  persons,  the  one  of  a  most  roval  Queene  or 
Empresse,  the  other  of  a  most  vertuousandSeautifUll  lady^ 
this  latter  part  in  some  places  I  doe  express  in  Belphoebe, 
fashioning  ner  name  according  to  your  owne  excellent  con- 
oeipt  of  (Smthia:  Phosbe  and  C3rnthia  being  both  names  of 
Diana.  So  in  the  person  of  I^ce  Arthure  I  sette  forUi 
Magnificence  in  particular ;  which  Vertue  for  that  (accord- 
ing to  w^bistotle  and  the  rest)  it  is  the  perfection  of  all  the 
rest,  and  oonteineth  in  it  them  all,  therefore  in  the  whole 
course  I  mention  the  deeds  of  Arthure  ^plyable  to  that 
Vertue,  which  I  write  of  in  that  booke.  But  of  the  xii 
other  Verboiee,  I  make  xiL  other  knights  the  patrones,  fofr 
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the  more  Tariety  of  the  history :  of  which  these  three  bookes 
oontajn  three. 

The  first,  of  the  Elnight  of  the  Bedcrosse,  in  whom  I 
ezpresse  Holynes:  the  seconde  of  Sir  Gayon,  in  whome  I 
letta  forth  Temperannce:  the  third  of  Bntomartis  a  lady- 
knight,  in  whom  I  picture  Chastibr.  But,  because  the  be- 
^[innin^of  the  whole  workeseemeth  abrapte  and  as  depend- 
mg  ujgim  other  antecedents,  it  needs  that  ye  know  the 
occasion  of  these  three  knijj^hts  Beverall  adventures.  For 
the  methode  of  a  poet  historical  is  not  such,  as  of  an  histo- 
riographer. For  an  historiographer  discourseth  of  affhyres 
on&rly  aa  th^  were  domie,  accounting  as  well  the  times 
as  the  actions;  but  a  poet  thrusteth  into  the  middest,  eyen 
where  it  most  concemeth  him,  and  there  recoursing  to  the 
thingea  forepaste,  and  diyining  of  thinges  to  come;  maketh 
a  releasing  imalysis  of  all. 

The  beginning  therefore  of  my  history,  if  it  were  to  be 
told  bjr  an  historiographer,  should  be  the  twelfth  booke, 
which  ia  the  last:  where  I  devise  that  the  Faerie  Queene 
kept  her  annual  feaste  xii.  days;  uppon  which  xii.  several! 
dBjeSj  the  occasions  of  the  ziL  severall  adventures  hapned, 
which,  .being  undertaken  by  xii.  severall  knights,  are  in 
theee  xii.  books  severaUy  handled  and  discoursed.  The  first 
was  this.  In  the  beginning  of  the  feast,  there  presented 
himselfe  a  tall  clownishe  voung  man,  who  falling  oefore  the 
Queene  of  Faeries  desired  a  boone  (as  the  manner  then  was) 
which  during  that  feast  she  might  not  refuse;  which  was 
that  hee  might  have  the  atchivement  of  any  adventure, 
whidi  during  that  feaste  should  happen.  That  beinjg 
graunted,  he  rested  him  on  the  floore,  unfitte  through  his 
rosticity  for  a  belter  place.  Soone  after  entred  a  faire  ladye 
in  mourning  weedes,  riding  on  a  white  asse,  with  a  dwarfe 
bdiind  her  leading  a  warlike  steed,  that  bore  the  arms  of  a 
knight,  and  his  speare  in  the  dwarfes  hand.  Shee,  falling 
before  the  Queene  of  Faeries,  complayned  that  her  fathe* 
and  mother,  an  ancient  king  and  queene,  had  bene  by  an 
huge  dragon  many  years  shut  up  in  a  brasen  castle,  who 
thence  sufired  them  not  to  yssew;  and  therefore  besought 
the  Faerie  Queene  to  assygne  her  some  one  of  her  knights 
to  take  on  him  that  erployt.  Presently  that  clownish  per- 
son, upstarting,  desired  that  adventure;  whereat  the  Queene 
mudi  wondermg,  and  the  lady  much  gainesaying,  vet  he 
earnestly  importuned  his  desire.  In  the  end  the  lady  told 
him,  that  unlesse  that  armour  which  she  brought,  would 
lenre  him  (that  is,  the  armour  of  a  (Christian  man  sp^ecified 
bf  St.  Paul,  V.  Ephes.)  that  he  could  not  succeed  in  that 
qrterprise:  which  being  forthwith  put  upon  him  with  dew 
fiarnitOTet  thereunto,  he  seemed  the  goodliest  man  in  al 
that  eompany,  and  was  well  liked  of  ue  lady.    And  efte- 
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soones  taking  on  him  knighthood,  and  mounting  on  that 
Btraunge  courser,  he  went  forth  with  her  on  that  adrenture; 
where  oeginneth  the  first  booke,  viz. 

A  gentle  knight  wm  pricking  on  the  plajne,  &c. 

The  second  day  there  came  in  a  pahner  bearing  an  infant 
with  bloodv  hands,  whose  parents  he  complayned  to  hare 
bene  slayn  oy  an  enchauntresse  called  Acrasia;  and  there- 
fore craved  of  the  Faerie  Queene,  to  appoint  him  some 
knight  to  per  forme  that  adventure;  which  being  assigned 
to  Sir  Guvon,  he  presently  went  forth  with  that  same 
pahner:  which  is  the  beginning  of  the  second  booke,  and 
the  whole  subiect  thereof  The  third  day  there  came  in  a 
groome.  who  complained  before  the  Faene  Queene,  that  a 
yile  enchaunter,  called  Busirane,  had  in  hand  a  most  faire 
lady,  called  Amoretta,  whom  he  kept  in  most  grievous  tor- 
ment, because  she  would  not  yield  Jiim  the  pleasure  of  her 
body.  Whereupon  Sir  Scudamour,  the  lover  of  that  lady, 
presently  tooke  on  him  that  adventure.  But  being  unable 
to  performe  it  by  reason  of  the  hard  enchauntments,  after 
long  sorrow,  in  the  end  met  with  Britomartis,  who  sue- 
coured  him,  and  reskewed  his  love. 

But,  bv  occasion  hereof,  many  other  adventures  are  in- 
termedlea;  but  rather  as  accidents  than  intendments;  as 
the  love  of  Britomart,  the  overthrow  of  Marin  ell,  the 
inisery  of  Florimell,  the  vertuousnes  of  Belphoebe,  the  lasci- 
Tiousnesa  of  Hellenora;  and  many  ihe  like. 

Thus  much,  Sir,  I  have  briefly  orerronne  to  direct  your 
understanding  to  the  wel-head  of  the  history;  that,  from 
thence  gathering  the  whole  intention  of  the  conceit,  ye  may 
as  in  a  handful  gripe  al  the  discourse,  which  othervNise  may 
happily  seem  tedious  and  confused.  So,  humbly  craving 
the  continuance  of  your  honourable  favour  towards  me, 
and  th*  eternaJl  establishment  of  your  happines,  I  humbly 
tal^e  leave. 

Yours  most  humbly  affectionate, 

ED.  SPENSEE. 
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TrfE  FIRST  BOOKE 

OF 

THE   FAERIE   QUEENE. 

OCHITATVUIO 

nc  Xc§tiiv  of  4e  ItnCiAt  of  t^  ISitn  Crosse,  or  of  ^oUnesse. 


LO !  I,  the  man  whose  Muse  whylome  did  maske. 
As  time  her  taught,  in  Ipwlj  shepherds  weeds. 
Am  now  enforst,  a  farre  unfitter  taske, 
Portrompets  steme  to  chaunge  mine  oaten  reeds, 
And  sing  of  knights  and  kdies  ffentle  deeds ; 
Whoee  praises  having  slept  in  suence  Ion?, 
Me,  all  to  meane,  the  sacred  Muse  areeds 
To  blason  broade  emongst  her  learned  throng : 
Fierce  warres  and  fiiithnil  lores  shaU  moralize  my  song. 

Heip  then,  O  holy  virgin !  chiefe  of  nyne, 

T5qr  weaker  novice  to  perform  thy  wifl  j 

lay  forth  out  of  thine  everlasting  scr^e 

Hie  Antique  roUes,  which  there  lye  hidden  still. 

Of  Faerie  knights  and  forest  Tanaqmll, 

Whom  that  most  noble  Briton  prince  so  long 

Sou^t  through  the  world,  and  suffered  so  much  Ol, 

lliat  I  must  rue  his  undeserved  wrong : 

0,  helpe  thoa  my  weake  wit,  and  shai^^n  my  dull  tong ! 

And  thou,  most  dreaded  impe  of  highest  love, 

Faire  Venus  sonne,  that  with  thy  cruell  dart 

At  tiuA  good  knight  so  cunningljr  didst  rove, 

Hist  glorious  fire  it  kindled  in  ms  hart ; 

Lay  now  thv  doadlv  heben  bowe  apart. 

And,  with  thy  mother  mylde,  come  to  mine  ayde ; 

Come,  both  ;  and  with  jou  brin^  triumphant  Mart,^ 

In  loves  and  gentle  ioUities  arraid, 

After  his  muidcous  spoyles  and  bloudie  rage  allayd. 

Asd  with  them  eke,  O  goddesse  heavenly  bright, 

Ifirrour  of  grace  and  majestie  divine. 

Great  Ladie  of  the  greatest  Isle,  whose  light 

lie  Fliosbus  lampe  throughout  the  world  doth  shine. 

Shed  thy  fiure  beames  into  my  feeble  eyne, 

And  raise  mv  thoughtes,  too  humble  and  too  vile. 

To  thiftke  of  that  Inrue  glorious  type  of  thine, 

Die  arniment  of  mine  afflicted  stue : 

The  y&oh  to  haace  Touohsafe,  O  deafest  diead,  awhile. 

B 
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CANTO  I. 

The  patron  of  tnie  Holinesse 
Foule  Errour  doth  defeate ; 

Hypocrisiet  him  to  entrappe, 
Doth  to  his  home  entrcate. 

A  GBVTLB  knight  was  priddng  on  the  plaine, 
Ydadd  in  mightie  annes  and  silver  shielde, 
Wherein  old  dints  of  deepe  woundes  did  remaine. 
The  cruel  markes  of  many*  a  bloody  fielde ; 
Yet  armes  till  that  time  did  he  never  wield : 
His  angry  steede  did  chide  his  foming  bitt. 
As  much  disdayning  to  the  curbe  to  yield : 
Full  ioUy  kni^nt  he  seemd,  and  faire  did  sitt» 
As  one  for  knightly  giusts  and  fierce  encounters  fitt. 

And  on  his  brest  a  bloodie  crosse  he  bore, 

The  deare  remembrance  of  his  dying  Lord, 

For  whose  sweete  sake  that  glorious  badge  he  wore. 

And  dead,  as  living,  ever  him  ador'd : 

Upon  his  shield  the  like  was  also  scor'd. 

For  soveraine  hope,  which  in  his  helpe  he  had. 

Bight,  faithfnll,  true  he  was  in  deede  and  word ; 

But  of  his  cheere  did  seeme  too  solemne  sad ; 

Yet  nothing  did  he  dread,  but  ever  was  ydrad. 

Upon  a  great  adventure  he  was  bond. 
That  greatest  Gloriana  to  him  gave. 
(That  greatest  glorious  Queene  of  Faery  lond) 
To  winne  him  worshippe,  and  her  grace  to  have, 
"Which  of  all  earthly  things  he  most  did  crave. 
And  ever  as  he  rode,  his  hart  did  earne 
To  prove  his  puissance  in  battcU  bravo 
Upon  his  foe,  and  his  new  force  to  leame ; 
Upon  his  foe,  a  dragon  horrible  and  steame. 

A  lovely  ladie  rode  him  faire  beside. 

Upon  a  lowly  asse  more  white  then  snow ; 

Yet  she  much  whiter;  but  the  same  did  hide 

Under  a  vele,  that  wimpled  was  full  low ; 

And  over  all  a  blacke  stole  shee  did  throw, 

As  one  that  inly  mournd ;  so  was  she  sad. 

And  heavie  sate  upon  her  palfrey  slow;  «» 

Seemed  in  heart  some  hidden  care  she  had ; 

And  by  her  in  a  line  a  .nilke-white  liunbe  she  lad. 
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So  pme  and  innocent,  as  that  same  lambe,  5 

She  was  in  life  and  every  vertuous  lore. 

And  bjr  descent  from  royall  lynage  came 

Of  ancient  kinges  and  aaeenes,  that  had  of  yore 

TWir  scepters  stretcht  from  east  to  westeme  shore, 

And  all  the  worid  in  their  subjection  held ; 

Till  that  infernal  feend  with  foule  uprore 

Forwasted  all  their  land,  and  them  expeld ; 

Whom  to  ayenge,  she  had  this  knight  from  far  oompeld. 

Behind  her  farre  away  a  dwarfe  did  lag,  6 

Tbat  lasie  seemd,  in  being  ever  last. 

Or  weaned  with  bearing  of  her  bag 

Of  needments  at  his  backe.    Thus  as  they  past, 

The  day  with  cloudes  was  soddeine  overcast, 

And  angry  love  an  hideous  storme  of  raine 

Did  poure  into  his  lemans  lap  so  fast, 

That  everie  wight  to  shrowd  it  did  constrain ; 

AnH  this  faire  couple  eke  to  shroud  themselves  were  fam. 

£kifo>rst  to  seeke  some  covert  nigh  at  hand,  7 

A  shadie  grove  not  farr  away  they  spide. 

That  i^romist  ayde  the  tempest  to  withstand ; 

Whose  loftie  trees,  yclad  with  sommers  pride 

Did  spred  so  broad,  that  heavens  light  did  hide, 

Not  peroeable  with  power  of  any  starr ; 

And  all  within  were  pathes  and  alleies  wide. 

With  footing  wome  and  leading  inward  farr : 

Faire  harixrar  that  them  seems ;  so  in  they  entred  ar. 

And  foordi  they  passe,  with  pleasure  forward  led,  8 

loying  to  heare  tne  birdes  sweete  harmony, 

Whic^  therein  shrouded  from  the  tempest  dred, 

Seemd  in  their  son^  to  scome  the  cruell  sky. 

Kodi  can  they  praue  the  trees  so  straight  and  hy. 

The  sayling  pme;  the  cedar  proud  and  tail ; 

He  vine-propp  elme ;  the  poplar  never  dry ; 

Tie  builder  oike,  sole  king  or  forrests  all; 

The  aspine  good  for  staves ;  the  cypresse  funerall; 

The  laorell,  meed  of  mightie  conquerours  9 

And  poets  sage ;  the  we  that  weepeth  still ; 

The  willow,  wome  of  forlome  paramours ; 

TW  engh,  obedient  to  the  benders  will ; 

The  birch  for  shaftes ;  the  sallow  for  the  mill ; 

The  mirrhe  sweete-bleeding  in  the  bitter  wound ; 

The  warlike  beech ;  the  ash  for  nothing  ill; 

The  fruitful  olive ;  and  the  platane  roimd ; 

Theenrer  hohne ;  the  m^le,  seldom  inward  sound* 
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Led  with  delight,  they  thus  beguile  the  way,  lO 

Untill  the  blustring  storme  is  overblowne ; 

When,  weening  to  retume,  whence  they  did  stray, 

They  cannot  finde  that  path,  which  first  was  showne. 

Bat  wander  too  and  fro  in  waies  unknowne. 

Furthest  from  end  then,  when  they  neerest  weene. 

That  maJces  them  doubt  their  wits  be  not  their  owne ; 

So  manv  paths,  so  many  turnings  seene. 

That  which  of  them  to  take  in  dLverse  doubt  they  been. 

At  last  resolving  forward  still  to  fare,  1 1 

Till  that  some  end  theT  finde,  or  in  or  out. 

That  path  they  take,  that  beaten  seemd  most  bare, 

And  like  to  lead  the  labyrinth  about ; 

"Which  when  by  tract  they  hunted  had  throughout, 

At  lenffth  it  brought  them  to  a  hoUowe  care 

Amid  the  thickest  woods.    The  champion  stout 

Eflsoones  dismounted  from  his  courser  brave. 

And  to  the  dwarfe  awhile  his  needlesse  spere  he  gave. 

*'  Be  well  aware,"  quoth  then  that  ladie  milde,  12 

"  Least  suddaine  mischiefe  ye  too  rash  provoke : 

The  danger  hid,  the  place  unknowne  and  wilde, 

Breedes  dreadfiill  doubts :  oft  fire  is  without  smoke, 

AndperiU -without  show ;  therefore  your  stroke. 

Sir  Knight,  with-hold,  till  further  trjall  made.** 

"  Ah,  Ladie/*  sayd  he,  "shame  were  to  revoke 

The  forward  footing  for  an  hidden  shade : 

Vertae  gives  her  scdfe  light  through  darknesse  for  to  wade." 

"  Yea,  but,"  quoth  she,  "  the  perill  of  this  place  L** 

I  better  wot  then  you :  Though  nowe  too  fate 

To  wish  you  backe  retume  with  foule  disgrace. 

Yet  wisedome  wames,  whilest  foot  is  in  the  gate, 

To  stay  the  steppe,  ere  forced  to  retrate. 

This  is  the  Wandring  Wood,  this  Errours  Pen, 

A  monster  vile,  whom  God  and  man  does  hate : 

Therefore  I  read  beware.**    "  Fly,  fly,"  quoth  then 

The  fearefnll  dwai€e;  "  this  is  no  place  for  living  men." 

But,  full  of  fire  and  greedy  hardiment,  14 

The  youthfuU  knight  could  not  for  ought  be  staide ; 

But  forth  unto  the  darksome  hole  he  went. 

And  looked  in:  his  glistriiig  armor  made 

A  htle  glooming  licht,  much  like  a  shade ; 

By  which  he  saw  the  ugly  monster  plaine, 

Halfe  like  a  serpent  hornbly  displaide, 

But  th'  olher  halfe  did  womaos  shape  retaine, 

Mostlothsom,  filthia,  foule,  and  full  of  vile  disdaine. 
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And,  as  she  lay  upon  the  dmtie  ground,  15 

Her  hxige  long  taile  her  den  b31  oyerspred, 

Tet  was  in  knots  and  many  boughtee  npwoandy 

Pointed  with  mortall  stinff :  of  her  there  bred 

A  thonaand  yong  ones,  wnich  she  dayly  fed. 

Sacking  upon  h^  poisnoos  dogs ;  each  one 

Of  aondrie  shapes,  yet  all  ill-favored: 

Soone  as  that  uncouth  light  upon  them  shone, 

Into  her  mouth  they  crept^  and  suddain  all  were  gone. 

Their  dam  upstart  out  of  her  den  effiraide,  16 

And  rushed  forth,  hurling  her  hideous  taile 

About  her  cursed  head ;  whose  folds  displaid 

Were  stretcht  now  forth  at  len^h  without  entraQe. 

She  lookt  about,  and  seing  one  m  mayle, 

Armed  to  wAnt,  sought  backe  to  tume  againe ; 

For  light  she  hated  as  the  deadly  bale, 

Ay  wont  in  desert  darknes  to  remaine. 

Where  plain  none  might  her  see,  nor  she  see  any  plaine. 

Whidi  when  the  raliant  Elfe  peroeiy'd,  he  lept  17 

As  lyon  fierce  upon  the  flying  pray, 

And  with  his  trenohand  blade  her  boldly  kept 

From  turning  backe,  and  forced  her  to  stay : 

Therewith  enrag*d  she  loudly  gan  to  bray, 

And  turning  fierce  her  s^kled  taile  adyaunst, 

TWatning  her  angrie  stmg,  htm  to  dismay; 

Who,  nought  aghast,  his  mightie  hand  enhaunst; 

Hie  stroke  down  from  her  head  unto  her  riioulder  glaunst.. 

Hiidi  daunted  with  that  dint  her  sence  was  dazd ;  18 

Yet  kindling  rage  her  selfe  she  gathered  round, 

And  all  attonce  ner  beastly  bodie  raizd 

With  doubled  forces  high  aboye  the  ground: 

Iho,  wrapping  ud  her  wrethed  steme  arownd, 

Lmt  fiecroe  upon  nis  shield,  and  her  huge  traine 

All  suddenly  about  his  body  wound, 

That  hand  or  foot  to  stirr  he  stroye  in  vaine. 

God  helpe  tiiie  man  so  wrapt  in  £rrours  endlesse  traine ! 

Ss  lady,  sad  to  see  his  sore  constraint,  19 

Cride  out,  "Now,  now,  Sir  Knight,  shew  what  ye  bee ; 

Add  fidth  unto  your  force,  and  be  not  faint ; 

Stnmgle  her,  els  she  sure  will  strangle  thee." 

That  when  he  heard,  in  great  perplexitie, 

ffifl  gall  did  grate  for  griefe  and  high  disdaine ; 

And,  knitting  all  his  force,  got  one  hand  free. 

Wherewith  he  grypt  her  ^;orge  with  so  fpreat  paine,    , 

Tbai  soone  to  loose  her  wicked  bands  did  her  ocmstrame* 
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Therewith  she  spewd  out  of  her  filtliie  maw  20 

A  floud  of  poygon  horrible  and  blacke, 

Full  of  great  lumpR  of  flesh  and  gobbets  raw, 

Which  stunk  so  Yildly,  that  it  forat  him  slacke 

His  grasping  hold,  and  from  her  tume  him  backc  t 

Her  Tomit  mil  of  bookes  and  papers  was. 

With  loathly  frog  and  toades,  which  eyes  did  lacke. 

And  creeping  sought  way  in  the  weedy  gras : 

Her  filthie  parbreake  all  the  place  deuled  has. 

Ab  when  old  father  Nilos  ffins  to  swell  21 

With  timely  pride  above  the  Aegyptian  vale, 

His  fattie  waves  doe  fertile  slime  outwell, 

And  overflow  each  plaine  and  lowly  dale : 

But,  when  his  later  spring  gins  to  avale. 

Huge  heapes  of  mudd  he  leaves,  wherin  there  breed 

Ten  thousand  kindes  of  creatures,  partly  male 

And  partly  femall,  of  his  fruitful  seed ; 

Sudi  ugly  monstrous  shapes  elswhere  may  no  man  reed. 

The  same  so  sore  annoyed  has  the  knight,  22 

That,  wel-nigh  choked  with  the  deadly  stmke, 

His  forces  fade,  ne  can  no  lenger  fight. 

Whose  corage  when  the  feend  perceiyd  to  shrinke. 

She  poured  forth  out  of  her  hellish  sinke 

Her  fruitfull  cursed  spawne  of  serpents  small, 

(Deformed  monsters,  fowle,  and  biacke  as  inke,) 

Which  swarming  all  about  his  legs  did  crdl, 

And  him  encom bred  sore,  but  could  not  hurt  at  alL 

Ab  gentle  she^eard  in  sweete  eventide,  23 

When  ruddy  Phebus  gins  to  welke  in  west, 

High  on  an  hill,  his  fiocke  to  vewen  wide, 

Markes  which  doe  byte  their  hasty  supper  best, 

A  cloud  of  cumbrous  gnattes  doe  him  molest, 

All  striving  to  inflxe  their  feeble  stinges, 

That  from  their  noyance  he  no  where  can  rest ; 

But  with  his  clownish  hands  their  tender  wings 

He  brusheth  oft,  and  oft  doth  mar  their  murmurings. 

Thus  ill  beetedd,  and  fearefuU  more  of  shame  24 

Then  of  the  certeine  perill  he  stood  in, 

Halfe  furious  unto  his  foe  he  came, 

Besolvd  in  miude  all  suddenly  to  win. 

Or  soone  to  lose,  before  he  once  would  lin ; 

And  stroke  at  her  with  more  then  manly  force* 

That  from  her  bodv,  full  of  filthie  sin, 

He  raft  her  hatefuil  heade  without  remorse : 

A  streame  of  oole-blaok  blood  forth  gushed  from  her  corse. 
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Her  seattred  brood,  soone  as  their  parent  deare  25 

They  lair  so  mdely  falling  to  the  groand, 

Gnniiii^  fall  deadly  all  with  troubloas  feare 

Gathrea  themselves  about  her  body  round. 

Weening  their  wonted  entrance  to  have  found 

At  her  ^4de  mouth ;  but,  being  there  withstood, 

Th£T  flocked  all  about  her  bleeding  wound. 

And  sacked  up  their  dying  mothers  bloud ; 

Ifidfing  her  death  their  life,  and  eke  her  hurt  their  good. 

Iliat  detestable  sight  him  much  amazd^  26 

To  see  th*  unkindly  impes,  of  heaven  accurst, 

Beroure  their  dam ;  on  whom  while  so  he  gizd. 

Having  all  satisfide  their  bloudy  thurst, 

Their  bellies  swolne  he  saw  with  fulnesse  burst. 

And  bowels  gushing  forth :  well  worthy  end 

Of  such,  as  drunke  her  life,  the  which  them  nursti 

Now  needeth  him  no  lenger  labour  s^end,  [contend. 

His  feet  have  slaine  themselves,  with  whom  he  should 

His  ladr  seeing  all,  that  chaunst,  from  farre,  27 

Approcht  in  hast  to  greet  his  victorie ; 

And  saide,  "  Faire  knight,  borne  under  happie  starre. 

Who  see  your  vanquisht  foes  before  you  lye; 

Well  woithie  be  you  of  that  armory. 

Wherein  ye  have  great  glory  wonne  this  dajr, 

And  proov'd  your  strength  on  a  strong  enimie ; 

Yoor  first  adventure :  many  such  I  pray, 

And  h^ioeforth  ever  wish  that  like  succeed  it  may  I*' 

llien  mounted  he  upon  his  steede  againe,  2S 

And  with  the  lady  backward  sought  to  wend : 

That  path  he  kept,  which  beaten  was  most  plaine, 

Ne  ever  would  to  any  by-way  bend ; 

Bat  still  did  follow  one  unto  the  end, 

Hie  which  at  last  out  of  the  wood  them  brought. 

So  forward  on  his  way  (with  God  to  frend) 

He  passed  forth,  and  new  adventure  sought : 

Long  way  he  traveiled,  before  he  heard  of  ought. 

At  length  the^r  chaunst  to  meet  upon  the  way  29 

An  aff^  sire,  in  lon^  blacke  weedes  yclad, 

His  feete  all  bare,  his  beard  all  hoarie  gray. 

And  by  his  belt  lus  b3oke  he  hanging  had ; 

Sober  he  seemde,  and  very  sagely  sad ; 

And  to  the  ground  his  eyes  were  lowly  bent, 

Sinrole  in  shew,  and  voide  of  malice  bad ; 

And  all  the  way  he  prayed,  as  he  went. 

And  often  knockt  his  brest,  as  one  that  did  repent. 
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He  faire  the  knight  saluted,  louting  k>w,  90 

Who  faire  him  quited,  as  that  courteous  was ; 

And  after  asked  him,  if  he  did  know 

Of  straunge  adventures,  which  abroad  did  pas. 

**  Ah !  my  dear  sonne,"  quoth  he,  "  how  should,  alas ! 

Silly  old  man,  that  lives  in  hidden  oeU, 

Bidding  his  beades  all  day  for  his  tresp&s, 

Ty dings  of  warre  and  worldly  trouble  tell  P 

With  h<Aj  father  sits  not  with  such  thinges  to  mell. 

"  But  if  of  daunger,  which  hereby  doth  dwell,  31 

And  homebredd  evil  ye  desire  to  heare. 

Of  a  straimffe  man  I  can  you  tidings  teU, 

That  wastetn  all  this  countrie  farre  and  neare.'* 

"  Of  such,"  saide  he,  "  I  chiefly  doe  inquere ; 

And  shall  thee  well  rewarde  to  shew  the  place. 

In  which  that  wicked  wi^t  his  dajes  dow  weare  i 

For  to  all  knighthood  it  is  foule  disffrace, 

That  such  a  cursed  creature  Uves  so  long  a  space." 

"  Far  hence,"  quoth  he,  *'  in  wastfrdl  wildemeese  32 

His  dwelling  is,  by  which  no  living  wi^ht 

Mav  ever  i>a88e,  but  Uiorotigh  great  distresse." 

"  Kow,"  saide  the  kdie,  "  draweth  toward  night ; 

And  well  I  wote,  that  of  your  later  fight 

Ye  all  forwearied  be ;  for  what  so  strong, 

But,  wanting  rest,  wiU  also  want  of  might? 

The  simne,  that  measures  heaven  all  day  long, 

At  night  doth  baite  his  steedes  the  ocean  waves  emong. 

*'  Them  with  the  smme  take,  sir,  your  timely  rest,  83 

And  with  new  day  new  worke  at  onco  begin : 
Untroubled  niditthcy  say,  eives  counsefl  best." 
'*  Sight  well.  Sir  Xnight,  ye  nave  advised  bin," 

2uoth  then  that  aged  man ;  **  the  way  to  win 
i  wisely  to  advise.    Now  day  is  spent : 
Therefore  with  me  ye  may  take  up  your  in 
For  tiiis  same  night."    The  knight  was  well  content  t 
So  with  thai  godly  fieither  to  his  home  tiiey  went 

A  little  lowly  hermitage  it  was,  84 

Downe  in  a  dale,  haraby  a  forest's  side. 

Far  from  resort  of  people,  that  did  pas 

In  traveill  to  and  froe :  a  little  wyde 

Ttere  was  an  holy  chappell  edifyde. 

Wherein  the  hermite  dewly  wont  to  say 

His  holy  thin^  each  mome  and  event>'de : 

Thereby  a  chnstall  streame  did  gently  pi jv, 

Which  irom  a  sacred  fountaine  welled  {orCk  alway. 

..gitized  by  Google 


THE  7ABBIB  QUBBirB.  9^ 

Arrired  there,  the  litle  house  ihej  fill,  S6 

Ne  looke  for  entortainement,  where  none  was ; 

Best  is  their  feast,  and  all  thingee  at  their  will : 

Thp  noblest  mind  the  best  contentment  has. 

'\^'ith  faire  disoourse  the  erening  so  they  pas ; 

For  that  olde  man  of  pleasing  wordes  haa  store, 

And  well  coold  file  his  tongue,  as  smooth  as  glas : 

He  told  of  saintes  and  popes,  and  evermore 

He  strowd  an  Aye-Mary  after  and  before. 

I^  dnntpinff  night  thus  creepelJi  on  them  fast ;  3fi 

And  the  sad  numor  loading  their  eye-liddes. 

As  messenger  of  Morpheus,  on  them  cast 

Sweet  slombrin^  deaw,  tlie  which  to  sleej^  them  biddes. 

Unto  their  lodgmgs  then  his  guestes  he  riddes : 

Where  when  all  c&ownd  in  deadly  sleepe  he  findes. 

He  to  his  studie  goes ;  and  there  amiddes 

His  magick  bookes,  and  artes  of  sundrie  kindes, 

He  seeks  out  migh^  charmes  to  trouble  sleepy  minds. 

Then  dioosing  out  few  words  most  horrible,  37 

ilH  none  them  read !)  thereof  did  verses  frame : 

With  whiclu  and  other  spelles  like  terrible, 

He  bad  awake  blacke  Plutoes  griesly  dame ; 

And  eursed  Heven ;  and  spake  reprochful  shame 

Of  highest  God,  the  Lord  of  life  and  light. 

A  bold  bad  man !  that  dar*d  to  call  by  name  ^ 

Great  Gorgon,  prince  of  darknes  and  dead  night: 

At  which  Uocytus  quakes,  and  Styx  is  put  to  fliglit. 

And  forth  he  cald  out  of  deepe  darknes  dredd  38 

Legions  of  sprights,  the  which,  like  litle  flyes, 

Fmttring  about  his  ever-damned  hedd, 

Awaite  whereto  their  service  he  applyes, 

To  aide  his  friendes,  or  fray  his  enimies : 

Of  those  he  chose  out  two,  the  falsest  twoo, 

And  fittest  for  to  forge  true-seeming  lyes ; 

The  one  of  them  he  gave  a  message  too, 

The  odier  hj  himselte  staide  other  worke  to  doo. 

He,  making  speedy  way  through  spersed  ayre,  ^ 

And  through  the  world  of  waters  wide  and  deepe, 

To  Morpheus  house  doth  hastily  repaire, 

Anid  the  bowels  of  the  earth  full  steepe. 

And  low,  where  dawning  day  doth  never  peepe. 

His  dwelling  is ;  there  Tethys  his  wet  bea 

Doth  ever  wash,  and  Cynthia  still  doth  steepe 

In  silver  deaw  his  ever-drouping  hed. 

Whiles  sad  Night  over  him  her  mantle  black  doth  spred; 
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Whose  double  gates  he  findeth  locked  £iist ;  40 

The  one  faire  fram'd  of  bumisht  yvory, 

The  other  all  with  silver  overcast ; 

And  wakeful  dogcres  before  them  farre  doe  lye, 

Watching  to  banish  Care  their  enimy, 

Who  oft  is  wont  to  trouble  gentle  Slcepe. 

By  them  the  sprite  doth  passe  in  quietly, 

And  unto  Morpheus  comes,  whom  drowned  deepe 

In  drowsie  fit  he  findes ;  of  nothing  he  takes  keepe. 

And,  more,  to  lulle  him  in  his  slumber  soft,  41 

A  trickling  streame  from  high  rock  tumbhng  downe. 

And  ever-drizling  raine  upon  the  lofl, 

Mixt  with  a  murmuring  winde,  much  like  the  sowne 

Of  swarming  bees,  did  cast  him  in  a  swowne. 

No  other  noyse,  nor  peoples  troublous  cryes, 

As  still  are  wont  t*  annoy  the  walled  towne. 

Might  there  be  heard :  fcut  carelesse  Quiet  lyes 

Wrapt  in  eternall  silence  farre  from  enimyes. 

The  messenger  approching  to  him  spake ;  43 

But  his  waste  wordes  retoumd  to  him  in  yaine : 

So  sound  he  slept,  that  nought  mought  him  awake. 

Tlien  rudely  he  him  thrust,  and  pusht  with  paine, 

Whereat  he  gan  to  stretch:  but  ne  againe 

Shooke  him  so  hard,  that  forced  him  to  speake. 

As  one  then  in  a  dreame,  whose  dryer  braine 

Is  tost  with  troubled  sights  and  fancies  weake. 

He  mumbled  soft,  but  would  not  all  his  silence  breake. 

The  sprite  then  gan  more  boldly  him  to  wake,  43 

And  threatned  unto  him  the  dreaded  name 

Of  Hecate :  whereat  he  gran  to  quake. 

And,  lifting  up  his  lompish  head,  with  blame 

Halfe  angne  asked  him,  for  what  he  came, 

"  Hether,"  quoth  he,  "  me  Archimago  sent. 

He  that  the  stubbome  sprites  can  wisely  tame, 

He  bids  thee  to  him  send  for  his  intent 

A  fit  false  Dreame,  that  can  delude  the  sleepers  sent." 

The  god  obayde ;  and,  calling  forth  straight  way  44 

A  diverse  dreame  out  of  his  prison  darke. 

Delivered  it  to  him,  and  do\nie  did  lay 

His  heavie  head,  devoide  of  careful  carke ; 

Whose  sences  all  were  straight  benumbd  and  starke. 

He,  backe  returning  by  the  yvorie  dore. 

Remounted  un  as  light  as  chearefull  larke ; 

And  on  his  litle  winges  the  Dreame  he  bore 

In  hast  unto  his  lord,  where  he  him  left  albro. 
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"Wlio  all  tliis  while,  with  charmes  and  hidden  artes,  45 

Had  made  a  lady  of  that  other  spright, 

And  fnm'd  of  liquid  ajre  her  tender  partes, 

80  hrdj,  and  so  like  in  all  mens  sigh^ 

Hiat  weaker  aence  it  could  hare  ravisht  quight : 

IW  makers  aelfe,  for  all  his  wondrous  witt, 

Was  ni^  he^nuled  with  so  ffoodly  sight. 

Her  all  m  white  he  clad,  and  over  it 

Out  a  blaek  stole,  most  like  to  seeme  for  Una  fit. 

Now  when  tiiat  ydle  Dreame  was  to  him  brought,  46 

Unto  Uiat  elfin  knight  he  bad  him  fly, 

Where  he  slept  soundly  void  of  evil  thought. 

And  with  false  shewes  abuse  his  fantasy ; 

In  sort  as  he  him  schooled  privily. 

And  that  new  creature,  borne  without  her  due. 

Full  of  the  makers  guile,  with  usage  sly 

He  taught  to  imitate  that  lady  trew. 

Whose  semblance  she  did  carrie  under  feigned  hew. 

Tims,  well  instructed,  to  their  worke  they  haste ;  47 

And,  oomming  where  the  knight  in  slomber  lay, 

The  one  upon  nis  bardie  head  him  plaste, 

And  made  him  dreame  of  loves  and  lustfuU  play ; 

That  ni^  his  manly  hart  did  melt  away. 

Bathed  m  wanton  blis  and  wicked  ioy  :* 

Then  seemed  him  his  lady  by  him  lay. 

And  to  him  plajmd.  how  that  false  winged  boy 

Her  chaste  luirt  had  subdewd  to  leame  dame  rlcasures  toy. 

And  she  her  sdfe,  of  beautie  soveraigne  queene,  48 

Fayre  Venus,  seemde  unto  his  bed  to  bring 

Ho",  whom  he,  waking,  evermore  did  weene 

To  bee  the  chastest  flowre  that  aye  did  spring 

On  earthly  braunch,  the  daughter  of  a  kmg, 

Kow  a  looae  leman  to  vile  service  bound : 

And  eke  the  Graces  seemed  all  to  sing, 

^««j»  Id  Hymen^  dauncing  all  around : 

Wtajkt  freshest  Flora  her  with  yvie  girlond  crownd. 

la  this  great  passion  of  unwonted  lust,  49 

Or  wonted  feare  of  doin^  ought  amis. 

He  starteth  up,  as  seemmg  to  mistrust 

Some  secret  ill,  or  hidden  foe  of  his : 

Ia  there  before  his  face  his  ladie  is. 

Under  blacke  stole  hyding  her  bayted  hooke  1 

And  fs  halfe  blushing  ofired  him  to  kis, 

With  irentle  blandishment  and  lovely  looke, 

Most  like  that  virgin  true,  which  for  her  knight  him  took. 
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All  cleane  dismayd  to  soe  so  ^coaih  ei^lit,  50 

And  halfe  enraged  at  her  sbamelesse  guise, 

He  thought  have  slaino  her  in  his  fierce  despight, 

But,  hastie  heat  tempring  with  sufferance  wise. 

He  stayde  his  hand ;  and  gan  himselfe  advise 

To  prove  his  sense,  and  tempt  her  faigned  truth. 

Wnnging  her  hands,  in  wemens  pitteous  wise, 

Tho  can  she  weepe,  to  stirre  up  gentle  ruth 

Both  for  her  noble  blood,  and  for  her  tender  youth. 

And  sayd,  "  Ah,  sir,  my  liege  lord,  and  my  love,  51 

Shall  I  accuse  the  hidden  cruell  fate. 

And  mightie  causes  wrought  in  heaven  above. 

Or  the  blind  god,  that  doth  me  thus  amate. 

For  hoped  love  to  winne  me  certaine  hate  P 

Yet  thus  perforce  he  bids  me  do,  or  die. 

Die  is  my  dew ;  yet  rew  my  wretched  state. 

You,  whom  mv  nard  avenging  destinie 

Hath  made  iudge  of  my  lite  or  death  indifferently: 

**  Your  owne  deare  sake  forst  me  at  first  to  leave  52 

My  fathers  kingdom"— there  she  stopt  with  t^ares; 

Her  swollen  hart  her  speech  seemd  to  bereave. 

And  then  againe  begun ;  "  My  weaker  veares, 

Captiv'd  to  fortune  and  fi^yle  worldly  leares. 

Fly  to  your  faj'th  for  succour  and  sure  ayde : 

Let  me  not  die  in  languor  and  long  teares." 

"  Why,  dame,"  quoth  he,  "  what  hath  ye  thus  dismayed  P 

What  frayes  ye,  that  were  wont  to  comfort  me  aflrayd?** 

"  Love  of  yourselfe,"  she  saide,  "  and  deare  constraint,     53 

Lets  me  not  sleepe,  but  waste  the  wearie  night 

In  secret  anguish  and  unpittied  plaint. 

Whiles  you  in  carelesse  sleepe  are  drowned  quight." 

Her  doubtful!  words  made  that  redoubted  knight 

Suspect  her  truth ;  ;ret  since  no*  untruth  he  knew. 

Her  fawning  love  with  foule  disdainefuU  spight 

He  would  not  shend ;  but  said,  "  Deare  dame,  I  rew 

That  for  my  sake  imknowne  such  griefe  unto  you  grew : 

"  Assure  your  selfe,  it  fell  not  all  to  ground ;  54 

For  all  so  deare,  as  life  is  to  my  hart, 

I  deeme  ^our  love,  and  hold  me  to  you  bound : 

Ne  let  vaine  fears  procure  your  needlesse  smart. 

Where  cause  is  none ;  but  to  your  rest  depart" 

Not  all  content,  yet  seemd  she  to  appease 

Her  mournefull  plaintes,  beguiled  ofher  art. 

And  fed  with  words,  that  could  not  chose  butj^lease  t  ' 

8o«  slyding  softly  forth,  she  tumd  as  to  her  ^e. 
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TiOOff  after  lajr  he  muBing  at  her  mood,  65 

BliicD  grier'd  to  thinke  that  gentle  dame  so  b'ght, 

^or  wEose  defence  he  was  to  shed  his  blood. 

At  Jsit  dull  wearines  of  former  fight 

JUring  yrockt  asleepe  his  irkeeome  spright, 

That  troublous  Dreame  gan  freshly  t^se  his  braine 

TVlth  bowres,  and  beds,  and  ladies  deare  delight : 

Bat,  when  he  saw  his  labour  all  was  yaine. 

With  that  misformed  spright  he  backe  retumd  againe. 


CANTO  n. 

The  gnileftill  great  enchaimter  parts 
The  Kedcroese  knight  fVoni  Truth : 

iBto  who6e  stead  faire  FaJahood  steps. 
And  workes  him  woefhll  rath. 

Bt  this  the  northerne  wagoner  had  set 

His  serenfold  teme  behind  the  stedfast  starre 

ITiat  was  in  ocean  wares  yet  never  wet, 

But  finne  is  fixt,  and  sendeth  light  from  farro 

To  all  thai  in  the  wide  deepe  wandring  arre ; 

And  chearefull  chaunticlere  with  his  note  shrill 

Had  warned  once,  that  Phoebus  fiery  carre 

In  hast  was  climbiiLD^  up  the  easteme  hiU, 

Pidl  euYiooB  that  Night  so  long  his  roome  did  fill : 

When  those  accursed  messengers  of  hell, 
That  feigning  Dreame,  and  tluit  faire-forged  spright> 
Came  to  their  wicked  maister,  and  gan  tell 
Their  bootelesse  paines,  and  ill-succeeding  night : 
Who,  all  in  rage  to  see  his  skilfull  might 
Behided  so,  gan  threaten  hellish  paine 
And  sad  Proi^ines  wrath,  them  to  afiright. 
Bat,  when  he  saw  his  threatning  was  but  vaine. 
He  cast  about,  and  searoht  his  raleM  bokes  againc. 

Eftsoones  he  tooke  that  miscreated  Faire, 
And  that  false  other  spright,  on  whom  he  sprcd 
A  seeming  body  of  the  subtile  aire. 
Like  a  yonng  sj^uire,  in  loves  and  lustrhed 
His  wanton  daiea  that  ever  loosely  led. 
Without  regard  of  annes  and  dreaded  fit^t ; 
Hiose  two  be  too^e,  and  in  a  secrete  bed. 
Covered  with  darkenes  and  misdeeming  night, 
Hwm  both  together  laid,  toktym  vaine  delight. 


y  Google 


14  THB  FAERIE  QUEEN  B. 

Forthwith  he  ronnes  with  feigned-faithful!  hast 
Unto  hifl  guest,  who,  after  troublous  sights 
And  dreames,  can  now  to  take  more  sound  repast ; 
Whom  suddenly  he  wakes  with  fearful  frights, 
As  one  aghast  with  feends  or  damned  sprights. 
And  to  him  calls ;  "  Rise,  rise,  unhappy  swaine. 
That  here  wex  old  in  sleepe,  whiles  wicked  wights 
Have  knit  themselves  in  Venus  shameful  chaine : 
Come,  see  where  your  false  lady  doth  her  honor  stainc. 

All  in  a  maze  he  suddenly  up  start 
With  sword  in  hand,  and  with  the  old  man  went ; 
Who  soone  him  brought  into  a  secret  part, 
Where  that  false  couple  were  full  closely  ment 
In  wanton  lust  and  leud  embracement : 
Which  when  he  saw,  he  burnt  with  gealous  fire ; 
The  eie  of  reason  was  with  ragje  yblent ; 
And  would  have  slaine  them  m  his  fiirious  ire. 
But  hardly  was  restreined  of  that  aged  sire. 

Eetourning  to  his  bed  in  torment  great. 

And  bitter  anguish  of  his  guilty  sight, 

He  could  not  rest ;  but  did  his  stout  heart  eat. 

And  wast  his  inward  gall  with  deepe  despight, 

Yrkesome  of  life,  and  too  long  lingring  mght 

At  last  faire  Hesperus  in  highest  skie 

Had  spent  his  lampe,  and  brought  forth  dawning  light ; 

Then  up  he  rose,  and  clad  him  hastily ; 

The  dwarfe  him  brought  his  steed :  so  both  away  do  fly. 

Now  when  the  rosy-fingered  Morning  fiure, 

Weary  of  aged  lithones  safiron  bed. 

Had  spread  her  purple  robe  through  deawy  aire ; 

And  the  high  hils  Titan  discovered ; 

The  ro^all  virgin  shooke  off*  drousyhed : 

And,  risinff  forth  out  of  her  baser  oowre, 

Lookt  for  ner  kniffht,  who  far  away  was  fled. 

And  for  her  dwam,  that  wont  to  waite  each  howre : — 

Then  gan  she  wail  and  weepe  to  see  that  woeful  sto\\Te. 

And  after  him  sbe  rode  with  so  much  speede, 
As  her  slowe  beast  could  make ;  but  all  in  vaine : 
For  him  so  far  had  borne  his  light-foot  steede, 
Pricked  with  wrath  and  fienr  fierce  disdaine, 
That  him  to  follow  was  but  iruitlesse  paine : 
Yet  she  her  weary  limbes  would  never  rest ; 
But  every  hQ  and  dale,  each  wood  and  plaine. 
Did  search,  sore  grieved  in  her  gentle  brest. 
He  so  ungently  lefl  her,  whom  die  loved  best. 
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But  rabtni  Archimago,  when  his  guests  9 

He  saw  divided  into  double  parts, 

And  Una  wandnng  in  woods  and  forrdsts, 

(Th*  end  of  his  drift,)  he  praised  his  divelish  arts. 

That  had  such  might  orer  true  meaning  harts-: 

Yet  rests  not  so,  but  other  meanes  doth  make, 

How  he  may  worke  unto  her  further  smarts : 

For  her  he  hated  as  the  hissing  snake, 

And  in  her  many  troubles  did  most  pleasure  take. 

He  then  derisde  himselfe  how  to  disguise ;  10 

For  by  his  mighty  science  he  could  take 

As  many  formes  and  shapes  in  seeming  wise, 

Aa  erer  Proteus  to  himselfe  could  make : 

Sometime  a  fowle,  sometime  a  fish  in  lake, 

Now  like  a  foxe,  now  like  a  dragon  fell ; 

That  of  himselfe  he  oite  for  feare  would  quake, 

And  oft  would  flie  away.    O  who  can  tell 

The  hidden  powre  of  herbes,  and  might  of  magick  spell ! 

Bat  now  seemde  best  the  person  to  put  on  11 

Of  that  good  kmght,  his  late  beguiled  guest : — 

In  midity  armes  lie  was  yclad  anon, 

And  «lyer  shield ;  upon  nis  coward  brest 

A  bloody  crosse,  and  on  his  craven  crest 

A  boonch  of  heares  disoolourd  diversly. 

Full  ioUy  knight  he  seemde,  and  wel  addrest; 

And,  when  he  sate  uppon  his  courser  free, 

Saint  George  himselfe  ye  would  have  deemed  him  to  be. 

Hst  he,  the  knight,  whose  semblaunt  he  did  beare,  12 

The  true  Saint  George,  was  wandred  far  away, 

Still  flyinff  from  his  thoughts  and  gealous  feare : 

Will  was  his  guide,  and  griefe  led  him  astray. 

At  last  him  chaunst  to  meete  upon  the  way 

A  fiuthlesse  Sarazin,  all  armde  to  point. 

In  whose  great  shield  was  writ  with  letters  gay 

Sans/bjf;  full  large  of  hmbe  and  every  ioint 

He  was,  and  cared  not  for  Qod  or  man  a  point. 

Hee  had  a  faire  companion  of  his  way,  13 

A  goodly  lady  clad  m  scarlet  red. 

Piffled  with  gold  and  pearle  of  rich  assay ; 

And  like  a  Persian  mitre  on  her  hed 

Shee  wore,  with  crowns  and  owches  garnished, 

The  which  her  lavish  lovers  to  her  gave : 

Her  wanton  palfrey  all  was  overspred 

With  tinsell  trappmg^s,  woven  like  a  wave, 

Whose  bridle  rung  with  golden  bels  and  bosses  brave. 
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With  faire  disport,  and  courting  dalliaunce,  14 

She  intertainde  her  lover  all  the  way : 

But,  when  she  saw  the  knight  his  speare  advaunoe, 

Shee  soone  lef^  off  her  mirth  and  wanton  play, 

And  bad  her  knight  addresse  him  to  the  mv ; 

His  foe  was  ni^h  at  hand.    He,  prickte  with  pride. 

And  hope  to  wmne  his  ladies  hearte  that  dav, 

Forth  spurred  fast ;  ado  woe  his  coursers  side 

The  reel  bloud  trickling  staind  the  way,  as  he  did  ride. 

The  knight  of  the  Bedcrosse,  when  him  he  spide  15 

Spurring  so  hote  with  rage  dispiteous, 

Gan  fairely  couch  his  speare,  and  towards  ride; 

Soone  meete  they  both,  both  fell  and  furious, 

That,  daunted  with  their  forces  hideous, 

Their  steeds  doe  stagger,  and  amazed  stand ; 

And  eke  themselves,  too  rudely  rigorous, 

Astonied  with  the  stroke  of  their  owne  hand. 

Doe  backe  rebutte,  and  each  to  other  yealdeth  land. 

As  when  two  rams,  stird  with  ambitious  pride,  16 

Fight  for  the  rule  of  the  rich-fleeced  flocke, 

Their  homed  fronts  so  fierce  on  either  side 

Doe  meete,  that,  with  the  terror  of  the  shock© 

Astonied,  both  stand  sencelesse  as  a  blocke, 

Forgetfuil  of  the  hanging  victory : 

So  stood  these  twaine,  unmoved  as  a  rocke, 

Both  staring  fierce,  and  holding  idely 

The  broken  reliques  of  iheir  former  cruelty. 

The  Sarazin,  sore  daunted  with  the  buffe,  37 

Snatcheth  his  sword,  and  fiercely  to  him  flies ; 

Who  well  it  wards,  and  quyteth  cuff  with  cuff: 

Each  others  equall  puissaunce  envies. 

And  through  their  iron  sides  with  cruell  spies 

Does  seeke  to  perce ;  repining  courage  yields 

No  foote  to  foe :  the  flashing  fier  flies. 

As  from  a  forge,  out  of  their  burning  shields ; 

And  streams  of  purple  bloud  new  die  the  verdant  fields. 

*'  Curse  on  that  crosse,"  quoth  then  the  Sarazin,  18 

"  That  keeps  thy  body  from  the  bitter  fitt ; 

Dead  long  ygoe,  I  wote,  thou  haddest  bin. 

Had  not  that  charme  from  thee  forwamed  itt : 

But  yet  I  wame  thee  now  assured  sitt. 

And  hide  thy  head."    Therewith  upon  his  crest 

With  rigor  so  outrageous  he  smitt. 

That  a  large  share  it  hewd  out  of  the  rest. 

And  glaoncing  down  his  shield  from  blaine  him  furly  bleat 
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Who,  tbereal  wondrous  wroth,  tho  sleepinp^  spark  19 

or  natire  rerkae  ffan  eftsoaaes  revive ; 

And,  at  his  haat^hty  helmet  making  mark, 

So  hairelv  stroke,  that  it  the  steel?  did  rive, 

And  cleft  his  head :  he,  tumbling  don^ne  alive. 

With  bloady  mmth  his  mathar  earth  did  kis, 

Greeting  his  arrave :  his  grudpfins?  ghost  did  strive 

With  the  fraile  flesh;  at  last  it  flitted  is. 

Whither  the  soules  doe  fly  of  men,  that  live  amis. 

Ttie  lad  J,  when  she  saw  her  champion  fall,  20 

Like  the  old  ruines  of  a  broken  to'WTe, 

&taid  not  to  waile  his  woefuU  funerall ; 

Bnt  from  him  fled  awaj  with  all  her  powie: 

Who  after  her  as  hastily  iran  scowre. 

Bidding  the  dwarfe  with  him  to  bring  away 

The  Sarazina  shield,  signe  of  the  conqueroure: 

Her  soone  he  overtooke,  and  bad  to  stay ; 

For  present  cauae  was  none  of  dread  her  to  dismay. 

Sliee  taming  Hacke,  with  ruefull  countenauno  21 

Cride,  **  Mercy,  mercy,  sir,  vouchsafe  to  show 

On  sOly  dame,  subiect  to  hard  raischaunce, 

And  to  your  migiity  will."    Her  hurablesse  low 

In  M>  ritch  weedes,  and  seeming  glorious  show. 

Did  much  emmove  his  stout  heroicke  heart ; 

And  said,  '*  Deare  dame,  your  suddein  overthrow 

Much  roeth  me ;  but  now  put  feare  apart. 

And  tel,  both  who  ye  be,  and  who  that  tooke  your  part." 

Melting  in  teares,  then  gan  shee  thus  lament :  22 

**  The  wretched  woman,  whom  unhappy  howre 

Hadi  now  made  thrall  to  your  commandement. 

Before  that  angry  heavens  hstto  lowre, 

And  fortune  false  betraide  me  to  your  powre. 

Was,  (O  what  now  availeth  that  I  was !) 

Borne  the  sole  daughter  of  an  emperour ; 

He  that  the  wide  west  under  his  rule  haa. 

And  high  hath  set  his  throne  where  Tiberis  doth  paa. 

"He,  in  the  first  flowre  of  my  freshest  age^  291 

Betrothed  me  unto  the  onely  haire 
Of  a  most  mi^ty  king,  most  rich  and  sagei 
Was  never  pnnce  so  taitlifull  and  so  faire. 
Was  never  prince  so  meeke  and  debonaire  I 
But,  ere  my  hoped  day  of  spousall  shone, 
My  dearest  lord  fell  from  high  honors  staire 
Into  the  hands  of  hys  accursed  fone, 
And  eroeUy  was  ahune;  that  shall  I  ever  monel 
/    •  c 
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"  His  blessed  body,  spoild  of  lively  breath,  1^4 

Was  afterward,  I  know  not  how,  convaid, 

And  fro  me  hid ;  of  whose  most  innocent  death 

When  tidings  came  to  mee,  unhappy  maid, 

O,  how  great  sorrow  my  sad  soule  assaid ! 

Then  forth  I  went  his  woefull  corse  to  find. 

And  many  yeares  throughout  the  world  I  straid, 

A  virgin  widow ;  whose  deepe- wounded  mind 

With  love  long  time  did  languish,  as  the  striken  nind. 

"  At  last  it  chaunced  this  proud  Sarazin  2iS 

To  meete  me  wandring ;  who  perforce  me  led 

With  him  awav ;  but  yet  could  never  win 

The  fort,  that  ladies  hold  in  soveraigne  dread. 

There  lies  he  now  with  foule  dishonor  dead. 

Who,  whiles  he  livde,  was  called  proud  Sansfoy, 

The  eldest  of  three  brethren ;  all  three  bred 

Of  one  bad  sire,  whose  youngest  is  Sansioy : 

And  twixt  them  both  waa  born  the  bloudy  bold  Sanaloy. 

"  In  this  sad  plight,  friendlesse,  unfortunate^  26 

I^ow  miserable  I  Fidessa  dwell, 

Craving  of  you,  in  pitty  of  ifty  state. 

To  doe  none  ill,  if  please  ye  not  doe  well." 

He  in  great  passion  all  this  while  did  dwell, 

More  busying  his  quicke  eies,  her  face  to  view. 

Then  his  dull  eares,  to  heare  what  shee  did  tell ; 

And  said,  "  Faire  lady,  hart  of  flint  would  rew 

The  undeserved  woes  and  sotrowee,  which  ye  shew. 

"  Henceforth  in  safe  assuraunce  may  ye  rest,  27 

Having  both  found  a  new  friend  you  to  aid. 

And  lost  an  old  foe  that  did  you  molest : 

Better  new  friend  then  old  foe  is  said." 

With  chaun^e  of  chear  the  seeming-simple  maid 

Let  fal  her  eien,  as  shamefast,  to  the  earth, 

And  yeelding  soft,  in  that  she  nought  gainsaid. 

So  forth  they  rode,  he  feining  seemely  merth, 

And  shee  coy  lookes:  so  dainty,  they  say,  maketh  dertli. 

Ixmg  time  thcry  thus  together  traveiled ;  28 

Til,  weary  of  their  way,  they  came  at  last 

Where  grew  two  goodly  trees,  that  faire  did  spred 

Their  armes  abroad,  with  gray  mosse  overcaste ; 

And  their  greene  leaves,  trembling  with  every  blasts 

Made  a  calme  shadowe  far  in  compasse  round : 

The  fearfull  shepheard,  often  there  aghast. 

Under  them  never  sat,  ne  wont  there  sound 

His  meiy  oaten  pipe ;  but  ahund  th'  unludgr  ground* 
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Bai  thk  good  knkht,  soone  as  he  them  can  spie,  29 

For  the  ooole  shade  him  thither  hasUy  got ; 

For  golden  Phoebus,  now  vmounted  hie, 

Frofn  fieij  wheeles  of  his  faire  chariot 

Horied  his  beame  so  scorching  crueU  hot, 

That  liring  creature  mote  it  not  abide ; 

And  his  new  lady  it  endured  not. 

There  they  alight,  in  hope  themselves  to  hide 

From  the  fierce  heat,  and  rest  their  weary  limbs  a  tide. 

Fabne-aeenie^y  {deasannce  etxk  to  other  makes,  90 

With  goodiv  purposes,  thore  as  th^  sit; 

And  in  his  raised  £uicy  he  her  takes 

To  be  the  fairest  wiffht,  that  lived  3rit : 

Which  to  expresse,  ne  bends  his  gentle  wit; 

And,  thinking  of  those  braunches  greene  to  frame 

A  giiiond  for  her  dainty  forehead  fit, 

He  pluckt  a  bough ;  out  of  whose  rifle  there  came 

Smal  drops  of  gory  bloud,  that  trickled  down  the  same. 

Therewith  a  piteous  jelling  voice  was  heard,  .  31 

Crying,  **  O  spare  with  guilhr  hands  to  teare 

My  t^ukr  sides  in  this  rough  lynd  embard; 

Bat  fly,  ah !  By  far  hence  away,  for  feare 

Least  to  rou  nap,  that  happened  to  me  heare. 

And  to  this  wretched  kdy,  my  deare  love ; 

O  too  deare  love,  love  bought  with  death  too  deare  I** 

Astond  he  stood,  and  up  his  heare  did  hove : 

And  with  that  suddein  honor  could  no  member  move. 

At  last  whenas  Uie  dreadfoll  passion  82 

Was  overpast,  and  manhood  well  awake ; 

Yet  monn^  at  the  straunge  occasion. 

And  doubting  much  his  sence,  he  thus  bespake : 

**  What  voice  of  damned  ghost  from  limbo  lake. 

Or  gnoilefull  spright  wanoring  in  empty  aire, 

fBoai  which  traile  men  doe  oftentimes  mistake,) 

Sends  to  mv  doubtful  eares  these  speaches  care, 

And  mefhll  plaints,  me  bidding  guiltlesse  blood  to  spare  P'* 

llien,  groninff  deep ;  "  Nor  damned  ghost,"  quoth  he,     33 
*'Hor  guileful  sprite,  to  thee  these  words  doth  speake ; 
Bat  once  a  man  Fradubio,  now  a  tree ; 
Wretched  man,  wretched  tree !  whose  nature  weake 
A  cruell  witch,  her  cursed  will  to  wreake, 
HidLh  thus  transformd,  and  plast  in  open  plames. 
Where  Boreas  doth  blow  full  bitter  bleake. 
And  scorching  sunne  does  dry  my  secret  vaines  -, 
For  thoQ^  a  tree  I  seeme,  yet  cold  and  heat  me  paines.** 
0  2 
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*  •*  Say  on,  Fradnbio,  then,  or  man  or  tree,**  M 

Quoith  then  the  knijiht ;  **  by  whose  mischi^TOUs  arts 
Art  thou  misshaned  thus,  as  now  I  see  P 
He  oft  finds  mea'cine  who  his  jrriefe  imparts; 
But  double  pricfs  aflliet  concealing  harts ; 
A>«  raginjr  flames  who  strivoth  to  suppresse." 
*'  The  author  then,"  said  he,  *'  of  all  my  smarts, 
Is  one  Duessa,  a  false  sorceresse. 
This  many  errant  knights  hath  broght  to  wretchednesse. 

"  In  prime  of  youthl^y  yeares,  when  corage  hott  85 

The  fire  of  love  and  loy  of  chevalree 

First  kindled  in  my  brest,  it  was  my  lott 

To  love  this  gentle  lady,  whome  ye  see 

Now  not  a  lady,  but  a  seeming  tree ; 

With  whome  as  once  I  rode  accompanyde. 

Me  chaunced  of  a  knight  encountred  bee, 

Tlmt  had  a  like  faire  lady  by  his  syde ; 

L^ke  a  faire  lady,  but  did  fowle  Duessa  hydo ; 

**  Whose  forged  beauty  he  did  take  in  hand  86 

All  other  damos  to  have  excedcd  farre ; 

I  in  defence  of  mine  did  likewise  stand. 

Mine,  that  did  then  shine  as  the  morning  starrc. 

So  both  to  batteill  fierce  arraunged  arre ; 

In  which  his  harder  fortune  was  to  fall 

Under  my  speare ;  such  is  the  dye  of  warre. 

His  ladv!  left  as  a  nrise  martiall. 

Did  yield  her  comely  person  to  be  at  my  call. 

**  So  doubly  lov'd  of  ladies  unlike  faire,  37 

Th'  one  seeming  such,  the  other  such  indccde. 

One  day  in  doubt  I  cast  for  to  compare 

Whether  in  beauties  glorie  did  exceede ; 

A  rosy  girlond  was  the  victors  meede. 

Both  seemde  to  win,  and  both  seemde  won  to  bee ; 

So  hard  the  discord  was  to  be  agreede. 

Fralissa  was  as  faire,  as  faire  mote  bee, 

And  ever  false  Duessa  seemde  as  faire  as  shee. 

"The  wicked  witch,  now  seeing  all  this  while  88 

The  doubtfuU  ballaunce  equally  to  sway, 

What  not  by  riirht,  she  cast  to  win  by  guile; 

And,  by  her  hellish  science,  raisd  streignt  way 

A  foggy  mist  that  overcast  the  day. 

And  a  dull  blast  that  breathing  on  her  face 

Dimmed  her  former  beauties  shining  ray, 

And  with  foule  ugly  forme  did  her  disgrace: 

Then  was  she  fayre  alone,  when  none  was  faire  in  place. 


y  Google 


THE  FAKBIB  QUSKNB.  ^ 

••  Tlien  cride  she  out,  *  Fje,  fye,  deformed  wight  39 

'Whose  borrowed  beautie  now  appcareth  plaine 
To  have  before  bewitched  all  mens  sight : 

0  leave  her  soone,  or  let  her  soone  ba  slaine!' 
Her  loathly  Tisage  viewing  with  disdaine, 
£fUoones  I  thou<;ht  her  such  as  she  me  told, 
And  would  have  kild  her ;  but  witli  faigned  paine 
The  f jlse  witch  did  my  wrathfuU  hand  withhold : 
So  lefl  ber»  where  she  now  is  turned  to  treea  mould* 

**  ThensforthI  tooke  Duessa  for  my  dame,  49 

And  in  the  witeh  unweeting  ioyd  long  time ; 

Ne  ever  wist,  but  that  she  was  the  same : 

Till  on  a  d^y  (that  day  is  everie  prime. 

When  witches  wont  do  penance  for  their  crime,) 

1  ehaaost  to  see  her  in  her  proper  hew. 
Bathing  her  selfe  in  ongane  and  thyme : 
A  filthy  foule  old  woman  I  did  vew. 

That  erer  to  have  toucht  iier  I  did  deadly  rew. 

**  Her  neather  partes  misshapen  monatruous,  41 

"Were  hidd  in  water,  that  I  coidd  not  see ; 

Bat  they  did  seeme  more  foule  and  hideous. 

Then  womans  shape  man  would  bele<;ve  to  bee. 

Thenaforth  from  her  most  beastly  companie 

I  gan  refraine,  in  minde  to  slip[>  away, 

Soone  as  appeard  safe  opportunitie : 

For  danger  great,  if  not  assurd  decay, 

I  saw  before  mine  eyes,  if  I  were  knowne  to  stray. 

•  The  divelish  hag,  by  channges  of  my  cheare,  43 
Ptnreiv'd  my  thought ;  and,  drownd  in  sleepie  night. 
With  wicked  herb^  and  oyntmenta  did  besmeare 

My  body,  all  through  charmes  and  magicke  might. 
That  all  my  senses  were  bereaved  quignt : 
Then  bronght  she  me  into  this  desert  wa<4te. 
And  by  my  wretched  lovers  side  me  ]>ifirht ; 
Where  now  enclosd  in  wooden  wals  full  faste, 
Bankht  from  Uving  wights,  our  wearie  daies  we  waste.*' 

*  Bat  how  long  time,"  said  then  the  Elfin  knight,  43 
•*  Are  yoa  in  this  misformed  hous  to  dwell  P" 

**  We  mnj  not  chaunge,"  quoth  he,  '*  this  evill  plight, 

Ttll  we  be  bathed  in  a  living  well ; 

That  is  the  terme  prescribed  by  the  spell." 

"  O  how/'  sayd  he,  "  mote  I  that  well  out  find. 

That  may  restore  you  to  your  wonted  wellP" 

•*  Time  and  suffised  fates  to  former  ky  nd  ,      j  » 

Shall  OS  restore ;  none  else  from  hence  may  us  onbynd. 
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The  false  Daessa,  now  Fidessa  hiffht, 

Heard  how  in  vaine  Fradublo  did  lament. 

And  knew  well  all  was  true.    But  the  jpod  knight, 

Full  of  sad  feare  and  ghastly  dreriment. 

When  all  this  speech  the  living  tree  had  spent^ 

The  bleeding  bough  did  thrust  into  the  ground. 

That  from  the  blood  he  might  be  innocent, 

And  with  fresh  clay  did  close  the  wooden  woond : 

Then  turning  to  his  ladj,  dead  with  feare  her  fownd. 

Her  seeming  dead  he  fownd  with  feigned  feare,  4S 

As  all  unweeting  of  that  well  she  knew ; 

And  paynd  himselfe  with  busie  care  to  reare 

Her  out  of  carelesse  swowne.    Her  eyelids  blew, 

And  dimmed  sight  with  pale  and  deadly  hew. 

At  last  she  up  gan  lift ;  with  trembling  cheare 

Her  up  he  tooke,  (too  simple  and  too  trew,) 

And  oil  her  kist.    At  length,  all  passed  feare. 

He  set  her  on  her  steede,  and  forward  forth  did  beaie. 


CANTO  in. 

Forsaken  Troth  long  seekM  her  loye. 

And  makes  the  lyon  mylde ; 
Marres  blind  DeyoUons  mart,  and  fals 

In  hand  of  leaobour  vylde. 

Nought  is  there  under  heav'ns  wide  hollownesse, 
That  moves  more  deare  compassion  of  mind, 
Then  beautie  brought  t'  unworthie  wretchednesse 
Through  envies  snares,  or  fortunes  freakes  unkind. 
I,  whether  lately  through  her  brightnes  blynd. 
Or  through  alleageance,  and  fast  fealty. 
Which  I  do  owe  unto  all  womankynd, 
Feele  my  hart  perst  with  so  great  a?ony, 
When  such  I  see,  that  all  for  pitty  I  could  dy. 

And  now  it  is  empassioned  so  deepe. 

For  fairest  Unaes  sake,  of  whom  I  sing, 

That  mv  frayle  eies  these  lines  with  teares  do  steepe, 

To  thinke  how  she  through  guyleful  handeHng, 

Though  true  as  touch,  though  daughter  of  a  kmg. 

Though  faire  as  ever  living  wight  was  fayre, 

Though  nor  in  word  nor  deede  ill  meriting. 

Is  from  her  knight  divorced  in  despavre, 

And  her  dew  lpve«  deryv'd  to  that  vile  witches  Bh^>T8. 
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ITet  fliie,  most  faithful!  ladie,  all  this  while  8 

Forsaken,  wofull,  solitarie  majd. 

Far  from  all  peoples  preace,  as  in  exile, 

In  wildemesse  and  wastfiill  deserts  strajd, 

To  seeke  her  knight ;  who,  subtily  betrayd 

Hirou^h  tiiat  late  vision  which  th*  enchaunter  wrought, 

Had  her  abandond ;  she  of  nonght  afrayd, 

Throosh  woods  and  wastnes  wide  him  daily  souf^ht, 

Yet  wished  tydinges  none  of  him  nnto  her  brought. 

One  dny,  nigh  wearie  of  the  yrkesome  way,  i 

From  b^er  mihastie  beast  she  did  alight ; 

And  on  the  grasse  her  dainty  limbs  did  lay 

In  secrete  shadow,  far  from  all  mens  s^ht ; 

From  her  fayre  head  her  fillet  she  undight, 

And  layd  her  stole  aside :  Her  an?el8  face. 

As  the  great  eye  of  heaven,  shyned  bright. 

And  made  a  sonshine  in  the  shadv  place ; 

Did  nerer  mortall  eye  behold  such  heavenly  grace. 

It  fortuned,  oat  of  the  thickest  wood  5 

A  ramping  Ijon  rushed  suddeinly. 

Hunting  fall  greedy  after  salvage  blood 

Soooe  as  the  rpyail  virgin  he  did  spy. 

With  gaping  mouth  at  her  ran  greedily. 

To  have  attonce  devourd  her  tender  corse; 

Bat  to  the  pray  when  as  he  drew  more  ny. 

His  bloody  rage  aswaged  with  remorse. 

And,  with  the  si^t  amazd,  forgat  his  furious  forae. 

Instead  Uiereof,  he  kist  her  wearie  feet,  6 

And  lickt  her  lilly  hands  with  fawning  tong; 

As  he  her  wronged  innocence  did  weet. 

O  how  can  beautie  maister  the  most  strong. 

And  simple  truth  subdue  avenging  wron^T 

Whose  yielded  pryde  and  proud  submission, 

Still  dreading  death,  when  she  had  marked  long, 

Her  hart  gan  melt  in  great  compassion : 

And  diizlmg  teares  did  shed  for  pure  affection. 

*  The  lyon,  lord  of  everie  beast  in  field,"  7 

Qooth  she,  "  his  princely  puissance  do^  abate, 

And  mightie  proud  to  humble  weake  does  yield, 

Forgetfoll  of  the  hungry  rage,  which  late 

Him  prickt,  in  pittie  of  my  sad  estate: — 

Bat  he,  my  lyon,  and  my  noble  lord. 

How  does  he  find  in  cruell  hart  to  hate 

Her,  that  him  lov*d,  and  ever  most  adord 

As  the  god  of  my  lifeP  why  hath  he  me  abhordF** 
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Sedotmdin^  teares  did  choke  th*  end  of  her  plaint,  S 

Which  softly  ecchoed  from  the  neijfhbour  wood; 

And,  sad  to  see  her  sorrow  full  constraint. 

The  kingly  beast  upon  her  ffazinp:  stood ; 

With  pittie  calmd,  downe  fell  his  angry  mood. 

At  last,  in  close  hart  shutting  up  her  payne, 

Arose  the  virgin,  borne  of  heavenly  brood, 

And  to  hev  snowy  palfrey  got  agayne, 

To  seeke  her  strayed  champion  if  she  might  attajne. 

The  lyon  would  not  leave  her  desolate,  9 

But  with  her  went  along,  as  a  strong  gard 

Of  her  ehast  person,  and  a  faytlifuU  mate 

Of  her  sad  troubles  and  misfortunes  hard; 

Still,  when  she  slept,  he  kept  both  watch  and  ward ; 

And.  when  she  wakt,  he  way  ted  diligent. 

With  humble  service  to  her  will  prepard : 

From  her  fayre  eyes  he  took  commandement, 

And  ever  by  her  lookes  conceived  her  intent 

Long  she  thus  travelled  through  deserts  wyde,  10 

By  which  she  thought  her  wandring  knight  shold  pas, 

Yet  never  shew  of  living  wight  espyde ; 

Till  that  at  length  she  found  the  trodden  gras. 

In  which  the  tract  of  peoples  footing  was. 

Under  the  steepe  foot  of  a  mountaine  hore ; 

The  same  she  followes,  till  at  last  she  has 

A  damzel  spyde  slow-footing  her  before, 

That  on  her  shoulders  sad  a  pot  of  water  bore.  , 

To  whom  approaching,  she  to  her  gan  call,  11 

To  weet,  if  dvrelhng-place  were  nigh  at  hand: 

But  the  rude  wench  her  answerd  nought  at  all ; 

She  could  not  heare,  nor  speake,  nor  understand : 

Till,  seeing  by  her  side  the  lyon  stand. 

With  sudaein  feare  her  pitcher  downe  she  threw, 

And  fled  away:  for  never  in  that  land 

Face  of  fayre  lady  she  before  did  vew, 

And  that  dredd  lyons  looke  her  cast  in  deadly  hew. 

Full  fast  she  fled,  ne  ever  lookt  behynd,  V2 

As  if  her  life  upon  the  wager  lay ; 

And  home  she  came,  whereas  her  mother  blynd 

Sate  in  etemall  night;  nought  could  she  say; 

But,  suddeine  catching  hold,  did  her  dismay 

With  quaking  hands,  and  other  signes  of  feare; 

Who,  full  of  ghastly  fright  and  cold  aflray, 

Gan  shut  the  dore.    By  this  arrived  there 

Dame  Una,  weary  dame,  and  entraooe  did  reguere: 
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WbiA  when  none  yielded,  her  unruly  page  13 

'With  his  rude  clawea  the  wicket  <»en  rent, 

Apd  let  her  in;  where,  of  his  cruell  ra^e 

I^i^  d^ad  with  feare,  and  faint  astonishment, 

Siee  foand  them  both  in  darksome  comer  pent: 

VThere  that  old*  woman  day  and  night  did  pray 

Upon  her  beads,  devoutly  penitent; 

Nine  hundred  Pater  noster*  every  day, 

And  thrice  nine  hundred  Aves,  she  was  wont  to  say. 

And,  to  atigment  her  painefull  penannce  more, 
Thn«e  every  weeke  in  ashes  shoe  did  sitt, 
And  next  her  wrinkled  skin.  rou«rh  sackeeloth  wore 
And  thrise^three  times  did  fast  from  any  bitt : 
But  now  for  feare  her  beads  she  did  forgett. 
Whose  needlesse  dread  for  to  remove  away, 
Faire  Una  framed  words  and  count'naunce  fitt ; 
WTiich  hardly  doen,  at  length  she  gan  them  pray. 
That  in  their  cotage  small  that  night  she  rest  her  may. 

The  day  is  spent;  and  commeth  drowsie  night,  15 

When  every  creature  shrouded  is  in  sleepe ; 

Sad  Una  downe  her  laies  in  weary  plight, 

And  at  her  feete  the  1  von  watch  dotli  keepe ; 

In  stead  of  rest,  she  does  lament,  and  weepe, 

For  the  late  losse  of  her  deare-loved  knight. 

And  si^es,  and  ^rones,  and  evermore  does  steepe 

Her  tender  brest  in  bitter  teares  all  night ; 

All  night  she  thinks  too  long,  and  often  lookes  for  light 

Now  when  Aldeboran  was  mounted  hye,  16 

Above  the  shinie  Cassiopeias  chaire. 

And  all  in  deadly  sleepe  did  drowned  lye. 

One  knocked  at  the  dore,  and  in  would  fare ; 

He  knocked  fast,  and  often  cnrst,  and  sware. 

That  ready  entraunce  was  not  at  his  call  j 

For  on  bis  backe  a  heavy  load  he  bare 

Of  nijzhtly  stelths,  and  pillage  severall. 

Which  he  had  got  abroad  by  purchas  criminall. 

He  was,  to  weete,  a  stout  and  sturdy  thieie,  17 

Wont  to  robbe  churches  of  their  ornaments, 

And  poore  mens  boxes  of  theur  due  reliefe, 

Which  given  was  to  them  for  good  intents : 

The  holy  saints  of  their  rich  vestiments 

He  did  disrobe,  when  all  men  carelesse  slept ; 

And  spoild  the  priests  of  their  habiliments ; 

Whiles  none  the  holy  things  in  safety  kept. 

Then  he  by  conning  sleights  in  at  the  window  crept. 
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And  all,  that  lie  by  ri^ht  or  wrona:  conld  find,  18 

Unto  this  house  he  brought,  and  did  bestow 

Upon  the  dau^rhter  of  this  woman  blind, 

Aoessa,  daughter  of  Corceca  slow, 

With  whome  he  whoredome  usd  that  few  did  know. 

And  fed  her  fatt  with  feast  of  offeringa. 

And  plenty,  which  in  all  the  land  did  grow ; 

Ne  spared  he  to  give  her  gold  and  rings : 

And  now  he  to  her  brought  part  of  his  stolen  thiugs. 

Thus,  long  the  dore  with  rage  and  threats  he  bett;  19 

Yet  of  those  fearfuU  women  none  durst  ri«e, 

(The  lyon  frayed  them,)  him  in  to  lett ; 

He  would  no  lenger  stay  him  to  advize. 

But  open  breakes  the  dore  in  furious  wize. 

And  entring  is;  when  that  disdainful!  beast. 

Encountring  fierce,  him  suddein  doth  surprize ; 

And  seizing  cruell  clawes  on  trembling  brest. 

Under  his  lordly  foot  him  proudly  hath  supprest. 

Him  booteth  not  resist,  nor  succour  caU,  20 

His  bleeding  hart  is  in  the  vengers  hand ; 

Who  streight  him  rent  in  thousand  peeces  small. 

And  quite  dismembred  hath :  the  thirsty  land 

Dronke  up  his  life ;  his  corse  left  on  the  strand. 

His  fearefuU  freends  weare  out  the  wofull  night, 

Ne  dare  to  weepe,  nor  seeme  to  understand 

The  heavie  hap,  which  on  them  is  ali^rht ; 

Afiraid,  least  to  themselves  the  like  mishapen  might 

Now  when  broad  day  the  world  discovered  has,  21 

Up  Una  rose,  up  rose  the  lyon  eke ; 
And  on  their  former  ioumey  forward  pas, 
In  waies  unknowne,  her  wandring  knight  to  seeke, 
AVith  paines  far  passing  that  long- wandring  Greeke, 
That  for  his  love  refused  deitye : 
Such  were  the  labours  of  this  lady  meeke, 
.  Still  seeking  him,  that  from  her  still  did  flye ; 
Then  furthest  from  her  hope,  when  most  she  weened  nye. 

Soone  as  she  parted  thence,  the  fearfuU  twayne,  22 

That  blind  old  woman,  and  her  daughter  dear. 

Came  forth ;  and,  finding  Kirkrapine  there  slayne, 

For  anguish  icrreat  they  gan  to  rend  their  heare, 

And  beat  their  brests,  and  naked  flesh  to  teare : 

And  when  they  both  had  wept  and  wayld  their  fill. 

Then  forth  they  ran,  like  two  amazed  deare, 

Halfe  mad  through  malice  and  revenging  will. 

To  follow  her,  that  was  the  causer  of  their  ill: 
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.Whome  orertikiiijir*  tii^  can  loadly  hnj,  23 

"Witii hoDow  houling,  andlamentiDg  cry; 

Shamefullj  at  her  rayling  all  the  way. 

And  her  accusing  of  diahoneaty,  ^ 

That  was  the  flowre  of  faith  and  chastity: 

And  still,  amidst  her  rayling,  she  did  pray 

That  plagoea,  and  miHchiefes,  and  long  misery, 

Mifffat  fiul  on  her,  and  follow  all  the  way; 

And  that  in  endlesse  error  she  might  ever  istray. 

But,  when  she  saw  her  prayers  nought  prerailet  2A 

Shee  backe  retoumed  with  some  laboor  lost ; 

And  in  the  way,  as  shee  did  weepe  and  waile, 

A  knight  her  mett  in  mighty  annes  embost, 

Tet  knight  was  not  for  all  his  bragging  host ; 

But  anbttll  Archimag,  that  Una  sought 

Br  tngmes  into  new  troubles  to  have  teste : 

Of  that  old  woman  tidings  he  bosooflrht. 

If  that  of  snch  a  lady  shee  could  tellen  ought.   ' 

Tlierewith  she  gan  her  passion  to  renew,  25 

And  cry,  and  curse,  and  raile,  and  rend  her  heare» 

Sajring,  that  harlott  she  too  lately  knew, 

Hiat  causd  her  shed  so  many  a  bitter  teare ; 

And  so  forth  told  the  story  of  her  feare. 

ICnch  seemed  he  to  mone  her  haplesse  ohaunce. 

And  after  for  that  ladv  did  inquere ; 

Which  being  taught,  he  forward  gan  advaunce 

His  fiur  en<£aunted  steed,  and  eke  his  charmed  launce. 

Ere  long  he  came  where  Una  traveild  slow,  26 

And  thai  wilde  champion  wayting  her  besyde ; 

Whome  seeing  such,  for  dread  hee  durst  not  show 

Him  selfe  too  nigh  at  hand,  but  turned  wyde 

Unto  an  hil;  from  whence  when  she  him  spyde, 

Bv  his  like-seeming  shield  her  knight  by  name 

Soee  weend  it  was,  and  towards  him  gan  ride; 

Approaching  nigh  she  wist  it  was  the  same ; 

And  with  faire  fearefull  humblesse  towards  him  shee  came: 

And  weeping  said,  "  Ah  my  long-lacked  lord,  27 

Where  have  ye  bene  thus  long  out  of  my  sight  P 

Much  feared  I  to  have  bene  quight  abhord. 

Or  ought  have  done,  that  ye  displeasen  might, 

l%at  uionld  as  death  unto  my  deare  heart  light; 

For  since  mine  eie  your  ioyous  sight  did  mis, 

Ifj  diearefnll  day  is  tumd  to  ch^urelesse  night, 

Aad  eke  my  night  of  death  the  shadow  is : 

But  wekoipe  now,  my  light,  and  shining  lampe  of  blis  !*' 
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He  thereto  meeting  Raid,  *'  My  dearest  dame,  2S 

Far  be  it  from  your  thouiarht,  and  fro  my  wil. 

To  thinke  that  knighthood  I  so  much  should  shame. 

As  you  to  leave  tbat  have  me  loved  stil, 

And  chose  in  Faary  court,  of  msere  goodwil, 

Where  noblest  knights  were  to  be  found  on  earth. 

The  earth  shall  sooner  leave  her  kindly  skil 

To  bring  forth  fruit,  and  make  eternal  derth. 

Then  I  leve  you,  my  iiefe,  yborn  of  hevenly  berth. 

**  And  sooth  to  say,  why  T  lefte  you  so  long,  29 

Was  for  to  seeke  adventure  in  straunge  place; 

Where,  Archimago  said,  a  felon  strong 

To  many  knights  did  daily  worke  disgrace ; 

But  knight  he  now  shall  never  more  deface: 

Grood  cause  of  mine  excuse  that  mote  ye  please 

Well  to  accept,  and  evermore  embrace 

My  faithfull  service,  that  by  land  and  seas 

Have  vowd  you  to  defend:  now  then  your  plaint  appease" 

His  lovely  words  her  seemd  due  recom pence  30 

Of  all  her  passed  paines:  one  loving  howr© 
'  For  many  yeares  of  sorrow  can  dispence ; 
A  dram  of  sweete  is  worth  a  pound  of  sowre. 
Shee  has  forgott  how  many  a  woeful  stowro 
For  him  she  iate  endurdj  she  speakes  no  more 
Of  past :  true  is,  that  true  love  hath  no  powre 
To  looken  backe ;  his  eies  be  fixt  before. 
Before  her  stands  her  knight,  for  whom  she  toyld  so  sore. 

Much  like,  as  when  the  beaten  mannere,  31 

That  long  hath  wandred  in  the  ocean  wide, 

Ofte  soust  in  swelling  Tot hys  saltish  teare; 

And  long  time  having  land  his  tawney  hide 

With  blustring  breatJi  of  heaven,  that  none  can  bide, 

And  scorching  flames  of  fierce  Orions  hound; 

Soone  as  the  port  from  far  he  has  espide, 

His  chearfull  whistle  merily  doth  sound, 

And  Nereus  crownes  with  cups ;  his  mates  him  pledg  aroundt 

Such  ioy  made  Una,  when  her  knight  she  found ;  '^ 

And  eke  th'  enchaunter  ioyous  seemde  no  lesse 

Then  the  clad  marchant,  that  does  vew  from  ground 

His  ship  tar  come  from  watrie  wilderncsse : 

He  hurlcs  out  vowes,  and  Neptune  oft  doth  blesse 

So  forth  they  past;  and  all  tlie  way  they  spent 

Discoursing  of  her  dreadful  late  distresse, 

In  which  he  askt  her,  what  the  lyon  ment ; 

Who  told,  her  all  that  fell  in  ioumey,  as  she  went. 
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niej  had  not  ridden  far,  Ti'hen  they  might  see  33 

One  prieldnf^  towards  them  with  hastie  heat, 

FuD  strongly  arrod,  and  on  a  oourser  free, 

That  througii  his  fiersnesse  fomed  all  with  sweat. 

And  the  fiharpe  yron  did  for  anger  eat, 

When  his  hot  lyder  spiird  his  chauffed  side; 

His  looke  was  steme,  and  seemed  still  to  threat 

C?ruell  rerence,  which  he  in  hart  did  hyde: 

And  on  hia  shield  Saju  loy  in  bloody  Imes  was  dyde. 

When  nigh  he  drew  unto  this  gentle  parre,  S4 

And  saw  the  red  crosse,  which  the  knight  did  beare. 

He  burnt  in  fire;  and  gan  eflsooues  prepare 

Himselfe  to  batteill  with  his  couched  speare. 

Xoth  was  that  other,  and  did  faint  through  feare, 

To  taste  th*  untryed  dint  of  deadly  Steele : 

But  yet  his  lady  did  so  well  him  cheare, 

That  hope  of  new  good  hap  he  ipin  to  feele ; 

80  bent  nis  speare,  and  spurd  his  horse  with  yron  heele. 

But  that  proud  Paynim  forward  came  so  ferce  35 

And  Adl  of  wrath,  that,  with  his  sharp-head  speare. 
Through  Tainly  crossed  shield  he  quite  did  perce ; 
And,  had  his  staggering  steede  not  shronke  for  feare. 
Through  shield  and  body  eke  he  should  him  beare: 
Tet,  so  great  was  the  puissance  of  his  push, 
That  from  his  sadle  quite  he  did  him  beare : 
He  tomblin^  rudely  downe  to  ground  did  rush. 
And  fixnn  his  gored  wound  a  well  of  bloud  did  gush, 

Binnonnting  lightly  from  his  loftie  steed,  36 

He  to  him  lept,  in  minde  to  reave  his  life, 

And  proudly  said ;  **  Lo,  there  the  worthie  meed 

Of  bun,  that  slew  Sansfoy  with  bloody  knife; 

Henceforth  his  ghost,  freed  from  repining  stnfe» 

In  peace  may  passen  over  Lethe  lake ; 

When  mourning  altars,  purgd  with  enimies  life. 

The  black  infemall  furies  doen  aslake :  # 

life  from  Sansfoy  thou  tookst,  Sansloy  shall  from  thee  take." 

Therewith  in  haste  his  helmet  gan  unlace,  87 

Till  Una  cride,  **  O  hold  that  heavie  hand. 

Bear  sir,  w  hat  ever  that  thou  be  in  place : 

Enongh  is,  that  thy  foe  doth  vanciuisht  stand 

Kow  at  thy  mercy ;  mercy  not  withstand; 

For  he  is  one  the  truest  knight  alive. 

Though  conquered  now  he  lye  on  lowly  land; 

And*  whilest  hhn  fortune  favourd,  fayre  did  thrive 

la  bJoo4j  field ;  therefore  of  life  him  not  depiive.** 
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Hdr  piteous  wordes  might  not  abate  his  rage;  89 

But,  rudely  rending  up  his  hehnet,  would 

Have  sla^ne  him  streight ;  but  when  he  sees  his  age. 

And  hoarie  head  of  Archimago  old, 

His  hasty  hand  he  doth  amased  hold, 

And,  halfe  ashamed,  wondred  at  the  siffht: 

For  that  old  man  well  knew  he,  though  untold. 

In  charmes  and  magick  to  hare  wondrous  might; 

Ke  ever  wont  in  field,  ne  in  round  lists,  to  figpat; 

And  said,  "  Why  Archimago,  lucklesse  sjrre,  .  39 

What  doe  I  see?  what  hard  mishap  is  this, 

That  hath  thee  hether  brought  to  taste  mine  yreF 

Or  thine  the  fault,  or  mine  the  error  is. 

Instead  of  foe  to  wound  my  friend  amisF' 

He  answered  nought,  but  in  a  traunce  still  lay, 

And  on  tiiose  guilefull  dazed  eyes  of  his 

The  cloude  of  death  did  sit ;  which  doen  away, 

He  left  him  lying  so,  ne  would  no  lenger  stay : 

But  to  the  virgin  comes ;  who  all  this  while  40 

Amased  stands,  herselfe  so  mockt  to  see 

By  him,  who  has  the  guerdon  of  his  guile. 

For  so  misfeigning  her  true  knight  to  bee : 

Yet  is  she  now  in  more  perplexitie, 

Left  in  the  hand  of  that  same  Paynim  bold, 

From  whom  her  booteth  not  at  all  to  flie : 

Who,  by  her  cleanly  garment  catching  hold. 

Her  from  her  palfrey  pluckt,  her  visage  to  behold. 

But  her  fiers  servant,  full  of  kingly  aw  41 

And  high  disdaine,  whenas  his  soveraine  dame 

So  rudely  handled  hv  her  foe  he  saw. 

With  gaping  iawes  full  greedy  at  him  came. 

And,  ramping  on  his  shield,  did  weene  the  same 

Have  refl  away  with  his  sharp  rending  clawes : 

But  he  was  stout,  and  lust  did  now  inflame 

His  corage  more,  that  from  his  griping  pawes 

He  hath  his  shield  redeemd;  and  forth  his  swerd  he  drawes. 

O  then,  too  weake  and  feeble  was  the  forse  42 

Of  salvage  beast,  his  puissance  to  withstand! 

For  he  was  strong,  and  of  so  mightie  corse, 

As  ever  wielded  speare  in  warlike  hand ; 

And  feates  of  armes  did  wisely  understand. 

EfUoones  he  perced  through  Lis  chaufed  chest 

With  thrilling  point  of  deadly  yron  brand, 

And  launcht  his  lordly  hart :  with  death  opprest 

He  ror'd  aloud*  whiles  life  forsooke  his  atuDDome  brest. 
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Who  new  18  left  to  keepe  ihe  f6rlome  maid  43 

Prom  ngmg  spoile  of  lawlesse  victora  will  P 

Her  futhfoD  gard  remoy*d;  her  hope  dismaidj 

Her  telfe  a  jrielded  pray  to  save  or  spill ! 

He  now,  lord  of  the  field,  his  pride  to  fill, 

With  foale  reproches  and  disdainefid  spight 

Her  Tildlj  entertaines;  and,  wiU  or  nill, 

Beaz«8  her  away  upon  his  courser  light : 

Her  prayers  nought  prevaile :  his  rage  is  more  of  might. 

JUid  all  the  waj,  with  great  lamenting  paine,  41 

And  piteous  plamtes,  she  filleth  his  dull  eares. 

That  stony  hart  could  riven  have  in  twaine ; 

And  all  the  wav  she  wetts  with  flowing  teares ; 

But  he,  enrag'd  with  rancor,  nothing  heares. 

Her  servile  beast  yet  would  not  leave  her  so. 

Bat  follows  her  far  ofl*,  ne  ought  he  feares 

To  be  partaker  of  her  wandring  woe : 

Mare  mild  in  beastly  kind,  then  that  her  beastly  foe. 


CANTO  IV. 

To  flinftall  hoQS  of  Piyde  Dnest- 

•  gnjdes  thefaithfoll  knight ; 
Where,  Uroihen  death  to  wreak,  Sandoy 

Doth  chaleog  him  to  fight. 

Yovna  knight  whatever,  that  dost  armes  professe. 

And  through  long  labours  huntest  afler  fame, 

Beware  of  fraud,  beware  of  ficklenesse. 

In  dioice,  and  chaun^e,  of  thy  deare-loved  dame ; 

Least  thou  of  her  beheve  too  lightly  blame. 

And  rash  misweening  doe  thy  hart  remove : 

For  unto  knight  there  is  no  greater  shame, 

Hben  tightneese  and  inconstancie  in  love ; 

That  doth  this  Bedcrosse  knights  ensample  plainly  prove. 

Who,  after  that  he  had  faire  Una  lome. 

Through  light  misdeeming  of  her  loialtie ; 

And  fjuse  thiessa  in  her  sted  had  borne. 

Called  Fidess',  and  so  supposd  to  be : 

Long  with  her  traveild;  till  at  last  they  see 

A  goodly  building,  bravely  garnished; 

Tl^  house  of  mightie  prince  it  seemd  to  be ; 

And  towards  it  a  broad  high  way  that  led. 

All  bare  through  peoples  leet,  which  thether  travelled. 
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Great  tronpes  of  people  traveOd  thetherward  | 

Both  day  and  ni^nt,  of  each  degree  and  place ; 

But  few  returned,  having  scaped  hard, 

With  baleful!  begjrery,  or  foule  disgrace ; 

Which  evQr  after  in  most  wretched  case, 

Like  loathsome  lazars,  by  the  hedges  lay. 

Thether  Duessa  badd  him  bend  his  pace ; 

For  she  is  wearie  Of  the  toil^oin  way; 

And  also  nigh  consumed  is  the  lingring  day. 

A  stately  pallace  built  of  squared  bricke,  4 

AVhich  cunningly  was  without  morter  laid. 

Whose  wals  were  high,  but  nothing  strong  nor  thiclTy 

And  golden  foile  all  over  them  displaid, 

That  purest  skye  with  brightnesse  ihey  dismaid: 

High  lifted  up  were  many  loftie  towres, 

And  goodly  galleries  far  over  laid, 

Full  of  faire  windowos  and  delightful  bowres; 

And  on  the  top  a  diall  told  the  timely  liowres. 

It  was  a  goodly  heape  for  to  behould,  6 

And  spake  the  praises  of  the  workmans  witt ; 

But  full  gi'eat  pittie,  that  so  faire  a  mould 

Did  on  60  weake  foundation  ever  sitt: 

For  on  a  sandie  hill,  that  still  did  flitt 

And  fall  away,  it  mounted  was  full  hie: 

That  every  breath  of  heaven  shaked  itt; 

And  all  tile  hinder  partes,  that  few  could  spio. 

Were  ruinous  and  old,  but  painted  cunningly. 

Arrived  there,  they  passed  in  forth  ri^ht ;  G 

For  still  to  all  the  gates  stood  open  wide: 

Yet  charge  of  them  was  to  a  porter  hight, 

Cald  MalvemS,  who  entrance  none  denide ; 

Thence  to  the  hall,  which  was  on  every  sied 

With  rich  array  and  costly  arras  dight ; 

Infinite  sortes  of  people  did  abide 

There  waiting  long,  to  win  the  wished  sight 

Of  her,  that  was  the  lady  of  that  pallace  bright 

By  them  they  passe,  all  gazing  on  them  round,  7 

And  to  the  presence  mount ;  whose  glorious  vew 

Their  frayle  amazed  senses  did  confound. 

In  living  princes  court  none  ever  knew 

Such  endlesse  richesse,  and  so  sumpteous  shew; 

Ke  Persia  selfe,  the  nourse  of  pompous  pride. 

Like  ever  saw:  and  there  a  noble  crew 

Of  lords  and  ladies  stood  on  ever  side, 

Whiciv  with  their  presence  fayre,  the  place  much  beantifyde. 
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Hidb  abore  all  a  doth  of  state  was  spred,  8 

And  a  rich  tiirone,  as  bright  as  sonny  day; 

On  which  there  sate,  most  brave  embellished 

With  rojall  robes  and  gorgeous  array, 

A  ma/den  qoeene  that  shone,  as  Titans  ray. 

In  ghstrin^  ffold  and  perelesse  pretioos  stone; 

Yet  ha  brupt  blazing  beautie  did  assay 

To  dim  the  brightnease  of  her  glorious  throne,  , 

Ai  envying  her  selfe,  that  too  exceeding  shone: 

Sxeeeding  ahooe,  like  Phoebos  fayrest  childe,  9 

Thai  did  presume  his  fathers  fyrie  wayne, 

And  flaming  mouthes  of  steedes  unwonted  wilde. 

Through  highest  heaven  with  weaker  himd  to  rayne; 

Proud  of  81^  glory  and  advancement  vayne. 

While  flaahing  peames  do  daze  his  feeble  eyen. 

He  leaves  the  welkin  way  most  beaten  playne, 

And,  r^it  with  whirling  wheeles,  inflames  the  skven 

With  fire  not  made  to  bume,  but  fayrely  for  to  anyne. 

So  proud  ahe  shyned  in  her  princely  state.  10 

Looking  to  heaven :  for  earw  she  did  disdayne : 

And  sitting  high;  for  lowly  she  did  hate: 

Lo,  underaeath  her  scomefull  feete  was  layne 

A  dreadfull  dracon  with  an  hideous  trajrne ; 

And  in  her  hand  she  held  a  mirrhour  bright. 

Wherein  her  face  she  <^ten  vewed  fayne. 

And  in  her  aelfe-lov'd  semUance  took  delight; 

For  she  waa  wondrous  fidre,  as  any  living  wi^t. 

Of  griesly  muto  she  the  daughter  was,  11 

And  sad  Proserpina,  the  queene  of  hell; 

Tet  did  she  thinke  her  ^earelesse  worth  to  pas 

Ihat  narentage,  with  pnde  so  did  she  swell; 

And  uundring  love,  that  high  in  heaven  doth  dwell 

And  wield  the  world,  she  charmed  for  her  syre; 

Or  if  tlttt  an^  eke  did  love  exceU; 

Por  to  the  highest  she  did  still  aspyre : 

Or,  if  ought  higher  were  then  that,  did  it  deqne. 

And  proud  Lucifera  men  did  her  call,  12 

ilttt  made  her  selfe  a  queene,  and  crownd  to  be; 

Td  lig^t^iU  kingdome  she  had  none  at  all, 

^heritage  of  native  soveraintie; 

oA  did  usurpe  with  wrong  and  tyrannie 

!^poii  the  scepter,  which  sue  now  did  hold : 

jft  ruld  her  realme  with  lawes,  but  poUicie, 

Aad  strong  advizement  of  six  wizards  old, 

uit  with  their  counsels  bad  her  kingdome  did  uphold* 
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Soone  ajs  the  elfin  knight  in  presence  came,  12 

And  false  Duessa,  seeminff  lady  fayre, 

A  gentle  husher,  Vanitie  by  name, 

Made  rowme,  and  passage  for  them  did  prepaire: 

So  ffoodl;jr  brought  them  to  the  lowest  stavre 

Of  her  high  throne ;  where  they,  on  humble  knee 

Making  obeysaunce,  did  the  cause  dechure, 

Why  they  were  come,  her  roiall  state  to  see. 

To  prove  the  wide  report  of  her  great  maiestee. 

With  loftie  eyes,  halfe  loth  to  looke  so  lowe,  14 

8he  thancked  them  in  her  disdidnefull  wise; 

Ne  other  grace  vouchsafed  them  to  showe 

Of  princesse  worthy;  scarse  them  bad  arise. 

Her  lordes  and  ladies  all  this  while  devise 

Themselves  to  setten  forth  to  straungers  sight: 

Some  frounce  their  curled  heare  in  courtly  guise; 

Some  prancke  their  ruffes:  and  others  trimly  dight 

Their  gay  attyre:  each  others  greater  pride  does  spigkt. 

Groodly  they  all  that  knight  doe  entertayne,  15 

Bight  glad  with  him  to  have  increast  their  crew; 

But  to  Duess*  each  one  himsclfe  did  payne 

All  kindnesse  and  faire  ox>urtesie  to  shew; 

For  in  that  court  whylome  her  well  they  knew: 

Yet  the  stout  Faery  mongst  the  middest  crowd 

Thought  all  their  glorie  vaine  in  knightUe  vew. 

And  that  great  princesse  too  exceeding  prowd. 

That  to  strange  Jcnight  no  better  countenance  allowd. 

Suddein  upriseth  from  her  stately  place  J6 

The  roiall  dame,  and  for  her  coche  did  call: 

All  hurtlen  forth ;  and  she,  with  princely  pace, 

As  faire  Aurora,  in  her  purple  pall, 

Out  of  the  east  the  dawning  day  doth  call. 

So  forth  she  comes;  her  bnghtnes  brode  doth  blaze. 

The  heapes  of  people,  thronging  in  the  hall, 

Doe  ride  each  other,  upon  her  to  gaze : 

Her  glorious  glitter  and  light  doth  all  mens  eies  amaze. 

So  forth  she  comes,  and  to  her  coche  does  clyme,  17 

Adorned  all  with  gold  and  girlonds  gay. 

That  seemd  as  iresh  as  Flora  in  her  prime; 

And  strove  to  match,  in  roiall  rich  array. 

Great  lunoes  golden  chayre:  the  which,  they  say, 

The  gods  stand  gazing  on,  when  she  does  ride 

To  loves  hiffh  hous  through  heavens  bras-paved  way, 

Drawne  of  layre  pecocks,  that  excell  in  pnde. 

And  full  of  Aigus  eyes  their  taylea  diapredden  wide. 
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Bat  this  was  drswne  of  six  unequall  beasts,  IS 

On  whidi  her  six  sage  counseUoors  did  lyda, 

Tanffht  to  obay  their  bestiall  beheasts. 

With  Eke  conditioos  to  their  kindes  applyde ; 

Of  which  the  first,  that  all  the  rest  dia  ^yde. 

Was  sluffl^ish  Idlenesse,  the  nourse  of  Sin; 

Upon  a  uoathfull  asse  he  chose  to  ryde, 

Anyd  in  habit  bkcke,  and  amis  thin ; 

like  to  an  holy  monck,  the  sendee  to  begin. 

And  in  hia  hand  his  portesse  still  he  bare,  19 

T%nt  mneh  was  wome,  but  therein  litde  redd; 

For  of  derotion  he  had  little  care. 

Still  drownd  in  sleepe,  and  most  of  his  daies  dedd: 

Searse  could  he  onoe  uphold  his  heavie  hedd, 

To  looken  whether  it  were  night  or  day. 

May  seeme  the  wayne  was  veiy  eWl  ledd. 

When  such  an  one  had  guidine  of  the  way, 

Tkmt  knew  not,  whether  right  he  went  or  else  astray. 

Fiom  worldly  cares  himselfe  he  did  eeloyne,  20 

And  greatly  shunned  manly  exercise; 

Fiom  erene  worke  he  chalenged  essojrne. 

For  contemplation  sake:  yet  otherwise 

HisHfe  be  led  in  lawlesse  riotise; 

By  which  he  grew  to  grievous  malady : 

for  in  his  lustlesse  limbs,  through  evill  guise, 

A  shaking  ferer  raigud  continuuly : 

Soch  one  was  Idlenesse,  first  of  this  company. 

Asd  hy  his,8ide  rode  loathsome  Gluttony,  21 

Deformed  creature,  on  a  filthie  swyne; 

Hk  beOy  was  upblowne  with  luxury. 

And  eke  with  fatnesse  swollen  were  his  ejne; 

And  like  a  crane  his  neck  was  long  and  fyne. 

With  which  he  swallowed  up  excessive  feast, 

For  want  whereof  poore  people  oft  did  pyne: 

And  all  the  wa;^,  most  like  a  brutish  beast. 

He  qnied  up  his  gorge,  that  all  did  him  deteast. 

Ib  greene  rine  leaves  he  was  right  fitly  clad ;  22 

Fot  other  clothes  he  could  not  wear  for  heate: 
And  on  his  head  an  y  vie  ^land  had. 
From  under  which  fast  trickled  downe  the  sweat: 
8dD  as  he  rode,  he  somewhat  still  did  eat. 
And  in  his  hande  did  beare  abouzing  can. 
Of  which  he  supt  so  oft,  that  on  his  seat 
His  drooken  corse  1^  scarse  upholden  can: 
laahipe  and  life  more  like  a  monster  then  a  man. 
d2 
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Unfit  he  was  for  any  worldly  thing,  2 

And  eke  nnhable  once  to  stirre  or  go; 

Not  meet  to  be  of  counsell  to  a  king, 

Wliose  mind  in  meate  and  drinke  was  drowned  so, 

That  from  his  frend  he  seeldome  knew  his  fo : 

Full  of  diseases  was  his  carcas  blew, 

And  a  dry  dropsie  through  his  flesh  did  flow. 

Which  by  misdiet  daily  greater  grew : 

Such  one  was  Gluttony,  the  second  of  that  crew. 

And  next  to  him  rode  lustfull  Lechery  24 

Upon  a  beurded  gote,  whose  rugged  heare, 

And  whally  eies,  (the  signe  of  gelosy,) 

Was  like  the  person  selfe,  whom  he  md  beare: 

Who  rough,  and  black  e,  and  filthy,  did  appeare; 

Unseemely  man  to  please  fair  ladies  ^e: 

Yet  he  of  ladies  oft  was  loved  deare. 

When  fairer  faces  were  bid  standen  by: 

O  who  does  know  the  bent  of  womens  fantasy ! 

In  a  greene  gowne  he  clothed  was  full  faire,  25 

Which  underneath  did  hide  his  filthinesse; 

And  in  his  hand  a  burning  hart  he  bare. 

Full  of  vaine  follies  and  new-fanglenesse: 

For  he  was  false,  and  frauj^ht  with  ficklenesse; 

And  learned  had  to  love  with  secret  lookes; 

And  well  could  daunce;  and  sing  with  ruefulnesse; 

And  fortunes  tell;  and  read  in  lovinf^  bookes : 

And  thousand  other  waies,  to  bait  his  fleshly  hookes. 

Inconstant  man,  that  loved  all  he  saw,  26 

And  lusted  after  all,  that  he  did  love; 

Ne  would  his  looser  life  be  tide  to  law, 

But  ioyd  weake  wemens  hearts  to  tempt,  and  prove 

If  from  their  loyall  loves  he  might  them  move: 

Which  lewdnes  fild  him  with  reproachfull  pain 

Of  that  foule  evill,  which  all  men  reprove. 

That  rotts  the  marrow,  and  consumes  the  braine : 

Such  one  was  Lechery,  the  third  of  all  this  traine. 

And  greedy  Avarice  by  him  did  ride,  27 

Upon  a  camell  loaden  all  with  gold: 

Two  iron  coffers  hong  on  either  side, 

With  precious  metall  full  as  thev  might  hold; 

And  in  his  lap  an  heap  of  ooinehe  tmd; 

For  of  his  wicked  pelf  his  god  he  made. 

And  unto  hell  himselfe  for  money  sold ; 

Accursed  usury  was  all  his  trade;  • 

Ai^d  riitht  and  wrong  ylike  in  equall  baHaonce  waide. 
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ffifl  Hfe  was  nigh  unto  deaths  dore  yplaste ;  28 

And  thred-bftre  cote,  and  cobled  shoes,  hee  ware; 

Ne  searse  ffood  morsell  all  his  life  did  taste ; 

Bat  both  m>m  backe  and  belly  still  did  spare, 

To  fill  his  ba^,  and  richesse  to  compare ; 

Tet  childe  ne  kinsman  living  had  he  none 

To  kare  them  to;  but  thorough  daily  care 

To  set,  and  nightlv  feare  to  lose  his  owne. 

He  led  a  wretcnea  life,  unto  himselfe  unknowne. 

Most  wretched  wight,  whom  nothing  might  suffise;  29 

Whose  greedrlust  did  Licke  in  greatest  store; 

Whose  need  bad  end,  but  no  end  covetise; 

Whose  welth  was  want;  whose  plenty  made  him  pore; 

Who  had  enough,  yett  wished  ever  more; 

A  vile  disease;  and  eke  in  foote  and  hand 

A  grievoos  goat  tormented  him  full  sore ; 

Tmt  well  he  could  not  touch,  nor  goe,  nor  stand : 

Bndk  ooe  was  Avarice,  the  fourth  of  this  faire  band  I 

And  next  to  him  malicious  Envy  i^e  ^ 

Upoo  a  ravenous  wolfe,  and  still  did  chaw 

Between  hia  cankred  teeth  a  venemous  tode» 

That  all  the  poison  ran  about  his  chaw; 

But  inwardly  he  chawed  his  owne  maw 

At  neibors  welth,  that  made  him  ever  sad ; 

For  death  it  was,  when  any  good  he  saw; 

And  wept,  that  cause  of  weeping  none  he  had; 

Boi,  when  he  heard  of  harme,  he  wexed  wondrous  glad. 

An  in  a  kirtle  of  disoolourd  say  31 

He  dothed  was,  ypaynted  full  of  eies ; 

And  in  his  boeome  secretly  there  la^ 

An  hatefull  snake,  the  which  his  taile  upt^es 

In  many  folds,  and  mortall  stmg  implyes : 

8tin  as  he  rode,  he  gnasht  his  teeth  to  see 

Those  heapes  of  gold  with  grille  Covetyse ; 

And  grudged  at  the  great  felicitee 

Of  ptood  XiOcifera,  and  his  owne  companee. 

He  hated  all  good  workes  and  vertuous  deeds,  82 

And  him  no  lesse,  that  any  like  did  use ; 

AmL  who  with  gretious  bread  the  hungry  feeds, 

Hk  times  for  want  of  faith  he  doth  accuse : 

&  e?ery  good  to  bad  he  doth  abuse : 

And  eke  ue  verse  of  famous  poets  witt 

l^does backebite,  and  spightfull  poison  spues 

'Rxn  leprous  mouth  on  all  that  ever  writt : 

BbA  one  vile  Envy  was,  that  fifle  in  row  did  sitt. 
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And  him  beside  rides  fierce  revenging  Wrath,  89 

Upon  a  lion,  loth  for  to  be  led; 

And  in  his  hand  a  burning  brond  he  hath. 

The  which  he  brandisheth  abont  his  hed : 

His  eies  did  hurle  forth  sparcles  fiery  red» 

And  stared  steme  on  all  that  him  beheld ; 

As  ashes  pale  of  hew,  and  seeming  ded : 

And  on  his  dagger  still  his  hand  he  held. 

Trembling  through  hasty  rage,  when  choler  in  him  sweld. 

His  ruffin  raiment  all  was  staind  with  blood  34 

Which  he  had  spilt,  and  all  to  rags  yrent; 

Through  unadvized  rashnes  wozen  wood ; 

For  of  his  hands  he  had  no  goYemement, 

Ne  car'd  for  blood  in  his  arengement : 

But,  when  the  furious  fitt  was  overpast. 

His  cruell  facts  he  often  would  repent ; 

Yet,  wilfull  man.  he  never  would  forecast. 

How  many  niischieves  should  ensue  his  heedlesse  hast. 

Full  many  mischiefes  follow  cruell  Wrath ;  85 

Abhorred  Bloodshed,  and  tumultuous  Strife, 

Unmanly  Murder,  and  unthrifty  Scath, 

Bitter  Despight  with  Eancours  rusty  knife ; 

And  fretting  Griefe,  the  enemy  of  life : 

All  these,  and  many  evils  moe  haunt  Ire, 

The  sweUing  Splene,  and  Frenzy  raging  rife, 

The  shaking  Palsey,  and  St.  Fraunces  nre : 

Such  one  was  Wrath,  the  last  of  this  ungodly  tire. 

And,  after  all,  upon  the  wagon  beame  86 

Bode  Satban  with  a  smarting  whip  in  hand, 

With  which  he  forward  lasht  the  laesy  teme. 

So  oft  as  Slowth  still  in  the  mire  did  stand. 

Huge  routs  of  people  did  about  them  band, 

Showting  for  icy ;  and  still  before  their  way 

A  foggy  mist  had  covered  all  the  land ; 

And,  underneath  their  feet,  all  scattered  lay 

Dead  sculls  and  bones  of  men  whose  life  .had  gone  astray. 

So  forth  they  marchen  in  this  goodly  sort,  37 

To  take  the  solace  of  the  open  aire, 

And  in  fresh  fiowrins  fields  themselves  to  sport : 

Emongst  the  re.   rode  that  false  lady  faire, 

The  foule  Duessa,  n.  t  unto  the  chaire 

Of  proud  Lucifer',  as  one  of  the  traine : 

But  that  good  knight  would  not  so  nigh  repaire. 

Him  selfe  estraunging  from  their  ioyaunce  vaine. 

Whose  fellowship  seemd  far  unfitt  tor  warlike  swaine. 
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So^hsringflolaeedtlieniielyeeaspaoe  38 

Wtdi  pkttsaimce  of  the  breathing  fields  yfed, 

'nej  tmtke  retoamed  to  the  princely  place; 

Whereas  an  errant  knight  in  armee  ycled. 

And  heathnish  shield,  wherein  with  letters  red 

Was  writt  Sams  iog,  they  new  arriyed  find : 

Eoflam'd  with  fury  and  fiers  hardyhed. 

He  teemd  in  hart  to  harbour  thoughts  unkind, 

And  nourish  bloody  yengeaunce  in  his  bitter  mind. 

Ifho,  when  the  shamed  shield  of  slaine  Sansfoy  39 

He  spide  with  that  same  Fary  champions  page, 

Bewraying  him  that  did  of  late  destroy 

His  eldest  brother ;  burning  all  with  rage. 

He  to  him  lept,  and  that  same  envious  gage 

Of  Tietors  glory  from  him  snacht  away : 

Bat  th'  Elnn  knight,  which  ought  that  warlike  wage, 

Diniaind  to  loose  the  meed  he  wonne  in  fray ; 

And,  him  rencountring  fierce,  reskewd  the  noble  pray. 

IWewith  they  g[an  to  hurden  greedily,  40 

Bedoubted  battaiie  ready  to  dairayne. 

And  dash  their  shields,  and  shake  their  swords  on  by ; 

lint  with  their  sturre  they  troubled  all  the  tndne : 

Till  that  great  queene,  upon  etemall  paine 

Of  hi^  displeasure  that  ensewen  mignt, 

CoDxmaunded  them  dieir  fury  to  refraine ; 

And,  if  that  eiUier  to  that  smeld  had  right, 

Ib  equall  lista  they  should  the  morrow  next  it  fight. 

"Ah,  deareat  dame,*'  quoth  then  the  F^ynim  bold,  41 

"Fvdon  the  error  of  enraged  wi/y^t, 

Whofme  great  griefe  made  forgett  tbe  raines  to  hold 

Of  reasons  role,  to  see  this  recreaunt  knight, 

(5o  knight,  but  treachour  fuU  of  false  dispight 

And  diamefol  treason,)  who  through  guile  hath  slayn 

T^  prowest  knight  that  ever  field  did  fight, 

Brea  stout  Sansfoy,  (O,  who  can  then  refrayn !) 

Whose  shield  he  beares  renyerst,  the  more  to  he»Ekp  disdayn. 

*  And,  to  augment  the  ^lorie  of  his  guile,  42 

His  dearest  fove,  the  faire  Fidessa,  loe 

^there  possessed  of  the  traytour  vile ; 

Wko  reapes  the  harvest  sowen  bv  his  foe, 

Sovea  in  bloodie  field,  and  bought  with  woe : 

7W— brothers  hand  shall  dearely  well  requight, 

Sobe,  O  Queene,  you  equall  favour  showe.*' 

aim  litie  answerd  th*  angry  Elfin  knight ; 

He  aerer  meant  with  words,  but  swords,  to  plead  his  right: 

Digitized  by  CjOOQIC 


40  THB  FAEBIK  QT7EEKB. 

But  threw  his  gauntlet,  as  a  sacred  plodg,  ^3 

His  cause  in  combat  the  next  day  to  tjy : 

So  been  they  parted  both,  with  harts  on  edg 

To  be  aveng  a  each  on  his  enimy* 

That  night  they  pas  in  ioy  and  iollity. 

Feasting  and  courting  both  in  bowre  and  hall ; 

For  steward  was  excessive  Gluttony, 

That  of  his  plenty  poured  forth  to  all : 

Which  doen,  the  chamberlain  Slowth  did  to  rest  them  call. 

Now  whenas  darksome  night  had  all  displayd  44 

Her  coleblacke  curtein  over  brightest  sl^re ; 

The  warlike  youthes,  on  dayntie  couches  layd. 

Did  chace  away  sweet  sleepe  from  sluggish  eye. 

To  muse  on  meanes  of  hoped  victory. 

But  whenas  Morpheus  had  with  leaden  mace 

Arrested  all  that  courtly  company. 

Uprose  Duessa  from  her  resting  place, 

And  to  the  Paynims  lodging  comes  with  silent  pace: 

Whom  broad  awake  she  findes,  in  troublous  fitt,  45 

Fore-casting,  how  his  foe  he  might  annoy ; 

And  him  amoves  with  speaches  seeming  fitt : 

"  Ah,  deare  Sansioy,  next  dearest  to  Sansfoy, 

Cause  of  my  new  griefe,  cause  of  my  new  joy ; 

loyous,  to  see  his  ymage  in  mine  eye. 

And  greevd,  to  thmke  now  foe  did  him  destroy. 

That  was  the  flowre  of  grace  and  chevalrye ; 

Lo,  his  Fidessa,  to  thy  secret  faith  I  flye. ' 

With  gentle  wordes  he  can  her  fayrely  greet,  46 

And  bad  say  on  the  secrete  of  her  hart : 

Then,  sighing  soft ;  "  I  leame  that  little  sweet 

Oft  tempred  is,"  quoth  she,  "  with  muchell  smart: 

For,  since  my  brest  was  launcht  with  lovely  dart 

Of  deare  Sansfoy  I  never  ioyed  howre, 

But  in  et  email  woes  my  weaker  hart 

Have  wasted,  loving  hun  with  all  my  powre, 

And  for  his  sake  have  felt  full  many  an  heavy  stowre. 

"At  last,  when  perils  all  I  weened  past,  47 

And  hop'd  to  reape  the  crop  of  all  my  care, 

Into  new  woes  unweeting  1  was  cast 

"By  this  false  faytor,  who  unworthie  ware 

His  worthie  shield,  whom  he  with  guilefuU  snare 

Entrapped  slew,  and  brought  to  shamefull  grave : 

Me  silly  maid  away  with  hun  he  bare. 

And  ever  since  hath  kept  in  darksom  cave ; 

For  that  I  would  not  yeeld  that  to  Sansfoy  I  gave. 
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"  But  Bnee  hare  mmne  hath  spent  that  lowring  dowd,      48 

And  to  mj  loathed  life  now  shewes  some  Ikht, 

Und^  roar  beames  I  will  me  safely  shrowd 

From  <freaded  storme  of  his  disdainfull  spight : 

To  Tou  th*  inheritance  belongs  by  right 

Of  bfotbersprayse,  to  yon  eke  longes  his  lore. 

Let  not  his  loTe,  let  not  his  restlesse  spright, 

Be  unrerenff  d«  that  calles  to  you  above  [move." 

From  wamuing  Stygian  shores,  where  it  doth  endlesse 

Thereto  said  he,  "  Faire  dame,  be  nought  dismaid  49 

For  sorrowes  past ;  their  griefe  is  with  them  gone. 

Ne  yet  of  present  perill  be  affraid ; 

For  needlesae  feare  did  never  vantage  none ; 

And  helplesse  hap  it  booteth  not  to  mone. 

Dead  is  Sanafoy,  nis  vitall  paines  are  past, 

Thoo^  greeved  ghost  for  ven^^eance  deep  do  grone : 

He  hves,  that  shiul  him  pay  his  dewties  last, 

And  goiltie  Elfin  blood  shall  sacrifice  in  hast.** 

"  O,  bnt  I  feare  the  fickle  freakes,"  qnoth  shee,  60 

"  Of  Fortune  false,  and  oddes  of  armes  in  field." 
"Why,  dame,"  quoth  he,  "  what  oddes  can  ever  bee 
"Where  both  doe  fight  alike,  to  win  or  yield  P" 
"  Yea,  but,"  quoth  she,  **  he  beares  a  charmed  shield, 
And  eke  enchaunted  armes,  that  none  can  perce ; 
l^e  none  can  wound  the  man,  that  does  them  wield." 
"  Charmd  or  enchaimted,"  answerd  he  then  feroe, 
"  I  no  whitt  reck ;  ne  you  the  like  need  to  reherce. 

"But,  faire  Fidessa,  sithens  Fortunes  guile,  51 

Or  enimies  powre,  hath  now  captived  you, 

Betume  from  whence  ye  came,  and  rest  a  while. 

Till  morrow  next,  that  I  the  Elfe  subdew, 

And  with  Sansfoyes  dead  dowry  you  endew." 

**  Ay  me,  that  is  a  double  death,'  she  said, 

"  With  proud  foes  sight  my  sorrow  to  renew  ? 

Where  ever  yet  I  be,  my  secret  aide 

Shall  follow  you."    So,  passing  forth,  she  him  obaid. 
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CANTO  V. 

The  faithfbll  knight  in  eqnall  field 

Snbdewet  his  faitblesM  foe ; 
Whom  ftUse  DaesM  Mtree.  and  frm 

Hif  enre  to  hell  does  goe. 

Thb  noble  hart  that  harboun  yertuons  thonght, 

And  is  with  childe  of  glorious  great  intent. 

Can  never  rest,  untill  it  forth  have  brought 

Th*  eternal!  brood  of  plorie  excellent. 

Such  restlesse  passion  did  all  night  torment 

The  flaming  corage  of  that  Faery  knight, 

Devizing,  how  that  doughtie  tumament 

With  ^eatest  honour  be  atchieven  mif^ht: 

Still  did  he  wake,  and  still  did  watch  for  dawning  light. 

At  last,  the  golden  oriental!  gate 

Of  greatest  heaven  gan  to  open  fayre, 

Ana  Phoebus,  fresh  as  brydegrome  to  his  mate. 

Came  dauncing  forth,  shaking  his  deawie  hayre; 

And  hurld  his  glistring  beams  through  gloomy  ayre. 

Which  when  the  wakeful  Elfe  perceiv'o,  stieightway 

He  started  up,  and  did  him  selte  prepayre 

In  sunbright  armes,  and  battailous  array; 

For  with  that  Pagan  proud  he  combatt  will  that  day. 

And  forth  he  comes  into  the  commune  hall ; 

Where  earely  waite  him  many  a  gazing  eye, 

To  weet  what  end  to  straunger  knights  may  ML 

There  many  minstrales  maken  melody, 

To  drive  away  the  dull  melancholy; 

And  many  bardes,  that  to  the  trembling  chord 

Can  tune  their  timely  voices  cunningly; 

And  many  chroniclers,  that  can  record 

Old  loves,  and  warres  for  ladies  doen  by  many  a  lord. 

Soone  afler  comes  the  crueU  Sarazin, 

In  woven  maile  all  armed  warily; 

And  sternly  lookes  at  him,  who  not  a  pin 

Does  care  for  looke  of  living  creatures  eye. 

They  bring  them  wines  of  Greece  and  Araby, 

And  daintie  spices  fetch  from  furthest  Ynd, 

To  kindle  heat  of  corage  privily; 

And  in  the  wine  a  solemne  oth  they  bynd 

T*  observe  the  sacred  lawea  of  armea,  that  are  aasynd. 
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At  last  forth  oomes  that  far  renowmed  queene;  6 

"With  nnrall  pomp  and  princely  maiestie 

She  ia  TDTOught  unto  a  paled  greene. 

And  placed  under  stately  canapee* 

The  warlike  feates  of  both  those  knights  to  see. 

On  th'  other  side  in  all  mens  open  yew 

Doeasa  placed  is,  and  on  a  tree 

Sansfov lus  shield  is  han^d  with  bloody  hew: 

Botii  those,  the  lawrell  girlonds  to  the  victor  dew. 

A  ahzOIinff  trompett  sownded  from  on  hye,  6 

And  nnto  Dattaill  bad  themselTes  addresse: 

Their  shining  shieldes  about  their  wreertes  thcry  tye. 

And  burning  blades  about  their  heades  doe  blesse. 

The  instruments  of  wrath  and  heayinesse: 

With  greedy  force  each  other  doth  assayle, 

And  smke  so  fiercely,  that  they  do  impresse 

Deepe  dinted  fdirowes  in  the  battred  mayle : 

The  yron  wallee  to  ward  their  blowes  are  weak  and  fraile. 

The  Sanjdn  was  stout  and  wondrous  strong,  7 

And  heaped  blowes  like  3rron  hammers  great; 

For  after  blood  and  vengeance  he  did  long. 

Tbe  knight  was  fiers,  and  full  of  youthly  neat, 

And  doubled  strokes,  like  dreaded  thunders  threat: 

For  all  for  praise  and  honour  did  he  fight. 

Both  stricken  stryke,  and  beaten  both  doe  beat; 

That  from  their  shields  forth  flyeth  fine  liffht, 

And  helmets,  hewen  deepe,  shew  marks  of  eiihers  might. 

So  til'  ooe  for  wrong,  the  other  strives  for  right:  8 

A»  when  a  giyfon,  seized  of  his  pra^i 

A  dragon  fiers  encountreth  in  his  fiight, 

llijou^  widest  ayre  making  his  ydle  way, 

That  would  his  rightfull  ravine  rend  away: 

With  hideous  horror  both  together  smight, 

And  souoe  so  sore,  that  they  the  heavens  afiray : 

The  wise  soothsayer,  seeing  so  sad  sight, 

Hi*  aouused  vidgar  telles  of  warres  and  mortal  fight. 

8o  th'  one  for  wrong,  the  other  strives  for  right;  0 

And  eadi  to  deadly  shame  would  drive  his  foe: 

The  cruell  Steele  so  greedily  doth  bight 

In  tender  flesh,  that  streames  of  blood  down  flow ; 

With  which  the  armes,  that  earst  so  bright  did  show. 

Into  a  pure  vermillion  now  are  dyde. 

Great  ruth  in  all  the  gazers  harts  did  grow. 

Seeing  the  gored  woundes  to  gape  so  wyde. 

That  victory  Uiey  dare  not  wish  to  either  side. 
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At  last  the  Faynim  chAonst  to  cast  his  eye,  lO 

His  suddein  eye,  flaminff  with  wrathfull  fyre, 

Upon  his  brothers  shiela,  which  hong  thereby: 

Therewith  redoubled  was  his  raging  jrre. 

And  said ;  "Ah !  wretched  sonne  of  wofuU  syre, 

Doest  thou  sit  wayling  b^  blacke  Stygian  lake, 

Whylest  here  thy  shield  is  hangd  for  victors  hyreP 

Ana»  sluggish  german,  doest  thy  forces  slake 

To  aiter-send  ms  foe,  that  him  may  overtake? 

"  Gro,  ca3rtive  Elfe,  him  quickly  overtake,  11 

And  soone  redeeme  from  his  long-wandnng  woe: 

Groe,  guiltie  ^host,  to  him  my  message  make, 

That  I  his  shield  have  quit  from  dyinfjf  foe." 

Hierewith  upon  his  crest  he  stroke  him  so, 

That  twise  he  reeled,  readie  twise  to  fall : 

End  of  the  doubtfull  battaile  deemed  tho 

The  lookers  on;  and  lowd  to  him  gan  call 

The  false  Duessa,  "  Thine  the  shield,  and  I,  and  all  1" 

Soone  as  the  Faerie  heard  his  ladie  speake,  13 

Out  of  his  swowning  dreame  he  gan  awake; 

And  quickning  faith,  that  erst  was  woxen  weake. 

The  creeping  deadly  cold  away  did  shake; 

Tho  mov  d  with  wrath,  and  shame,  and  ladies  sake, 

Of  all  attonce  he  cast  aven^*d  to  be. 

And  with  so'  exceeding  fune  at  him  strake, 

That  forced  him  to  stoupe  upon  his  knee: 

Had  he  not  stouped  so,  he  should  have  cloven  bee. 

And  to  him  said ;  "  Goe  now,  proud  miscreant,  13 

Thyselfe  thy  message  do  to  german  deare; 

Alone  he,  wandring,  thee  too  long  doth  want: 

Groe  say,  his  foe  thjr  shield  with  his  doth  beare." 

Therewith  his  heavie  hand  he  high  gan  reare. 

Him  to  have  slaine;  when  lo !  a  dancesome  dowd 

Upon  him  fell;  he  no  where  doth  appeare. 

But  vanisht  is.    The  Elfe  him  calls  alowd. 

But  answer  none  receives ;  the  darknes  him  does  shrowd. 

In  haste  Duessa  from  her  place  arose,  14 

And  to  him  running  savd;  "  O  nrowest  knight, 

That  ever  ladie  to  ner  love  did  chose. 

Let  now  abate  the  terrour  of  your  might. 

And  quench  the  flame  of  furious  despight 

And  bloodie  vengeance:  lo  I  th*  infemall  powres, 

Covering  your  foe  with  cloud  of  deadly  night. 

Have  borne  him  hence  to  Flutoe^  balefuU  bowres: 

The  oonquest  yours;  I  yours;  the  shield  and  gloiy  yours!'* 
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Not  an  SO  satiBfide,  with  greedy  e^e  15 

Se  noogfat,  all  rouod  about,  his  thirsty  blade 

To  bathe  in  blood  of  faithlesse  enimy ; 

Who  all  that  while  lay  hid  in  secrete  shade: 

He  atandes  amazed  how  he  thence  should  fade. 

At  last  the  trumpets  triumph  sound  on  hie 

And  running  heralds  humble  homage  made. 

Greeting  him  goodly  with  new  victorie; 

And  to  him  brought  the  shield,  the  cause  of  enmitie. 

Wberewith  he  goeth  to  that  soreraine  queene ;  16 

And,  falling  her  before  on  lowly  knee. 

To  her  makes  present  of  his  service  seene ; 

Whidi  she  accents  with  thankes  and  goodly  gree, 

Greatly  advauncing  his  great  chevalree: 

80  marcheth  home,  and  l>y  her  takes  the  knight, 

Whom  all  the  people  foUowe  with  great  glee, 

Slioating,  and  clapping  all  their  hands  on  hight, 

Hiat  all  the  ayre  it  fils,  and  flyes  to  heaven  bright. 

Home  is  he  brought,  and  layd  in  sumptuous  bed:  17 

Where  many  skiuuU  leaches  him  abide 

To  salve  his  hurts,  that  yet  still  freshlv  bled. 

In  wine  and  oyle  they  wash  his  wounaes  wide. 

And  sofUv  gan  embslme  on  everie  side. 

And  all  the  while  most  heavenly  melody 

About  the  bed  sweet  musicke  did  divide. 

Him  to  beguile  of  griefe  and  agony: 

And  all  the  while  Duessa  wept  full  bitterly. 

Am  when  a  wearie  traTeiler,  that  strayes  18 

By  muddy  shore  of  broad  seven-mouthed  Nile, 

Unweeting  of  the  perillous  wandring  wayes. 

Both  meete  a  cruell  craftie  crocodile. 

Which,  in  false  griefe  hyding  his  harmefull  guile, 

Doth  weepe  full  sore,  and  sheddeth  tender  teares; 

The  foolish  man,  that  pities  all  this  while 

Hit  moumefull  plight,  is  swallowed  up  unwares; 

Forgetfull  of  his  owne  that  mindes  an  others  cares. 

80  wept  Duessa  untill  eventyde,  19 

That  shyning  lampee  in  loves  high  house  were  light : 

"Rien  forth  she  rose,  ne  lenger  would  abide; 

But  oomes  unto  the  place,  where  th'  hethen  knight. 

In  alombring  swownd  nigh  voyd  of  vitall  spright, 

Liy  cover'd  with  inchaunted  cloud  aU  day: 

Whom  when  she  found,  as  she  him  left  in  plight. 

To  wayle  his  wofuU  case  she  would  not  stay. 

But  to  the  easteme  coast  of  heaven  makes  speedy  way. 
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Where  griesly  Night,  with  yisage  deadly  sad,  90 

That  Phoebus  chearefoll  face  darst  never  yew. 

And  in  a  foule  blacke  ^itchjr  mantle  clad, 

She  findes  forth  comming  mm  her  darksome  mew; 

Where  she  all  day  did  hide  her  hated  hew. 

Before  the  dore  her  yron  charet  stood. 

Already  harnessed  for  ioumey  new, 

And  cole-blacke  steedes  ybome  of  hellish  brood. 

That  on  their  rosty  bits  did  champ,  as  they  were  wood. 

Who  when  she  saw  Dnessa,  sunn^  bright,  21 

Adornd  with  gold  and  iewels  shining  deare. 

She  greatly  grew  amazed  at  the  sight, 

And  th'  unacquainted  light  began  to  feare; 

(For  never  did  such  brightnes  there  appeare;) 

And  would  have  backe  retyred  to  her  cave, 

Untill  the  witches  speach  she  gan  to  heare, 

Saying;  "Yet  O  thou  dreaded  dame,  I  crave 

Abyde,  till  I  have  told  the  message  which  I  have." 

She  stayd ;  and  forth  Duessa  gan  proceede ;  2S 

'*  O  thou,  most  auncient  grandunotner  of  all. 

More  old  than  love,  whom  thou  at  first  didst  breede. 

Or  that  great  house  of  vods  cslestiall ; 

Which  wast  begot  in  Dsemogorgons  haU, 

And  sawst  the  secrets  of  the  world  unmade ; 

Why  suffredst  thou  thy  nephewes  deare  to  fall 

With  Elfin  sword  most  shamefully  betradeP 

Lo,  where  the  stout  Sansioy  doth  sleepe  in  deadly  shade! 

"  And,  him  before,  I  saw  with  bitter  evea  23 

The  bold  Sansfoy  shrinck  underneath  his  speare ; 

And  now  the  pray  of  fowles  in  field  he  lyes, 

Nor  wayld  of  friendes,  nor  layd  on  gromng  beare, 

That  whylome  was  to  me  too  dearely  deare. 

O !  what  of  gods  then  boots  it  to  be  home, 

If  old  Aveugles  sonnes  so  evill  heare  P 

Or  who  shall  not  great  Nightes  children  scome, 

When  two  of  three  her  nephews  are  so  fowle  forlome  P 

"  Up,  then ;  up,  dreary  dame,  of  darknes  queene ;  2^ 

Qo,  gay  ther  up  the  rehques  of  thy  race ; 

Or  else  goe,  them  avenge  ^  and  let  be  seene 

That  dreaded  Night  in  orightest  day  hath  place. 

And  can  the  children  of  fayre  Light  deface/* 

Her  feeling  speaches  some  compassion  mov'd 

In  hart,  and  chaunge  in  that  great  mothers  face : 

Yet  pitty  in  her  hart  was  never  prov'd 

Till  then ;  for  evermore  sJu)  hated,  never  lov'd : 
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And  nid,  '*  Deare  daoffhter,  rightlv  may  I  rew  25 

The  fid]  of  famous  ohilaren  bom  of  mee. 

And  good  sQCoeBeeB,  which  their  foes  enaew : 

Bat  who  can  turne  the  streame  of  destinee. 

Or  breflJp  the  chajne  of  strong  necessitee, 

Which  fast  is  tyde  to  loves  etemall  seatP 

The  scmnes  of  Day  he  faroureth,  I  see. 

And  br  my  mines  thinkes  to  make  them  great: 

To  make  one  great  by  others  losse  is  bad  excheat 

''Yet  ahall  they  not  escape  so  freely  all;  26 

Por  some  shall  pay  the  price  of  others  guilt : 

And  he,  the  man  that  made  Sansfoy  to  fall, 

8hall  with  his  owne  blood  price  that  he  has  spilt. 

Bat  what  art  thou,  that  telst  of  nephews  kilt  r' 

**  I«  that  do  seeme  not  I,  Duessa  ame," 

QiK>ih  she,  ''how  ever  now,  in  garments  gilt 

And  goreeous  gold  arrayd,  I  to  thee  came ; 

Bueasa  I,  the  daughter  of  Deoeipt  and  Shame.** 

Then,  bowing  downe  her  aged  backe,  she  kist  27 

The  wicked  witch,  saying,  "  In  that  fa^nre  face 

The  false  resemblamice  of  Deceipt,  I  wist, 

Did  closely  lorke ;  yet  so  true-seeming  grace 

It  carried,  that  I  scarse  in  darksome  place 

Could  it  disceme ;  though  I  the  mother  bee 

Of  Falahood,  and  roote  of  DuoBsaes  race. 

O  welcome,  child,  whom  I  hare  longd  to  see, 

And  now  haye  seene  on  wares !   Lo,  now  I  goe  with  thee." 

llien  to  her  yron  wagon  see  betakes,  28 

And  with  her  beares  the  fowle  welfavourd  witch : 
Throng  mirkesome  aire  her  ready  way  ehe  makes. 
Her  twjrfold  teme  (of  which  two  blacke  as  pitch* 
And  two  were  browne,  yet  each  to  each  unlich) 
Did  softly  swim  away,  ne  erer  stamp 
Unle«e  she  chaunst  their  stubbome  mouths  to  twitch ; 
Then,  foaming  tarre,  their  bridles  thev  would  champ, 
And  trampling  the  fine  element  would  fiercely  ramp. 

So  wen  ther  sped,  that  they  be  come  at  length  29 

tJnto  the  place,  whereas  the  Pi^nim  lay 

Deroid  of  outward  sence  and  native  strength, 

Corerd  with  charmed  cloud  from  rew  of  day 

And  sight  of  men,  since  his  late  lucklesse  fray. 

His  cruell  woundes  with  cruddy  bloud  congeald 

They  binden  up  so  wisely  as  they  may. 

Ana  handle  softly,  till  they  can  be  hesdd: 

8o  lay  him  in  her  charett,  dose  in  night  oonceald* 
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And,  all  the  while  she  stood  upon  the  groundt  9) 

The  wakefull  dogs  did  never  cease  to  bay; 

As  giving  warning  of  th*  unwonted  sound, 

With  which  her  yron  wheeles  did  them  affray. 

And  her  darke  griesly  looke  them  much  dismay.    . 

The  messenger  of  death,  the  ghastly  owle, 

"With  drery  shriekes  did  also  tier  bewray; 

And  hungry  wolves  continually  did  howle 

At  her  a^orred  face,  so  filthy  and  so  fowle. 

Thence  turning  backe  in  silence  soft  they  stole,  31 

And  brought  tne  heavy  corse  with  easv  pace 

To  yawning  gulfe  of  deep  Avemus  hole : 

By  that  same  hole  an  entraunce,  darke  and  baoe. 

With  smoake  and  sulphur  hiding  all  the  place, 

Descends  to  hell :  there  creature  never  past. 

That  backe  retoumed  without  heavenly  grace ; 

But  dreadfull  fiiries,  which  their  chaines  have  brast. 

And  damned  sprights  sent  forth  to  make  ill  men  aghast. 

"Bv  that  same  way  the  direfull  dames  doe  drive  32 

Tneir  moumefuU  charet,  fild  with  rusty  blood. 

And  downe  to  Plutoes  house  are  come  bilive : 

Which  passing  through,  on  every  side  them  stood 

The  trembling  ghosts  with  sad  amazed  mood, 

Chattring  their  iron  teeth,  and  staring  wide 

With  stonie  eies ;  and  all  the  hellish  brood 

Of  feends  infernall  flockt  on  every  side, 

To  gaze  on  erthly  wight,  that  with  the  Night  durst  lidt. 

They  pas  the  bitter  waves  of  Acheron,  33 

Where  many  soules  sit  wailing  woefully ; 

And  come  to  fiery  flood  of  Phlegeton, 

Whereas  the  damned  ghostes  in  torments  fry. 

And  with  sharp  shrilling  shriekes  doe  bootlesse  cry. 

Cursing  high  love,  the  which  them  thither  sent. 

The  hous  of  endlesse  Paine  is  built  thereby. 

In  which  ten  thousand  sorts  of  punishment 

The  cursed  creatures  doe  eternally  torment. 

Before  the  threshold  dreadfull  Cerberus  31 

His  three  deformed  heads  did  lay  along, 

Curled  with  thousand  adders  venomous ; 

And  lilled  forth  his  bloodjr  flaming  tong: 

At  tiiem  he  gan  to  reare  his  bristles  strong. 

And  felly  gnarre,  untill  Dayes  enemy 

Did  him  appease;  then  downe  his  taile  he  hong, 

And  suffered  them  to  passen  quietly: 

For  she  in  hell  and  heaven  had  power  equally. 
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There  was  Ldon  tomed  on  a  wheele,  85 

For  d^ing  tempt  the  queene  of  heaven  to  sin ; 

And  Sisyphus  an  huge  round  stone  did  reele 

Agahwt  an  hill,  ne  might  irom  labour  lin ; 

Tbere  thirsty  Tantalus  hong  by  the  chin ; 

And  Tityus  fed  a  Tultur  on  nis  maw ; 

^rphcBQS  ioynts  were  stretched  on  a  gin ; 

iSeaeua  oondemnd  to  endlame  slouth  oy  law ; 

And  6&J  sisters  water  in  iRe  vessels  draw. 

Thej,  all  beholding  worldl^r  wights  in  place,  36 

li^ve  off  their  worke,  xmmindmll  of  their  smarts 

To  saze  on  them;  who  forth  by  them  doe  pace, 

TOl  they  be  come  unto  the  furthest  part; 

Where  was  a  cave  ywrought  by  wondrous  art» 

Deepe,  darke,  uneasy,  dolefull,  comfortlesse, 

In  which  sad  Aesculapius  far  apart 

Empriaond  was  in  chaines  remedilesse; 

For  that  Hippolytos  rent  corse  he  did  redresse. 

SppobrtoB  a  iolly  huntsman  was,  87 

That  w<mt  in  diarett  chace  the  foming  bore: 

He  all  his  peeres  in  beauty  did  surpas : 

But  ladies  love,  as  losse  of  time,  forbore : 

His  wanton  stepdame  loved  him  the  more ; 

But,  when  she  saw  her  ofi^red  sweets  refusd, 

Her  love  she  tumd  to  hate,  and  him  before 

Hk  fiither  fierce  of  treason  Mse  accusd. 

And  with  her  gealons  termes  his  open  eares  abusd; 

Who,  aD  in  rage,  his  sea-god  epe  besought  38 

Some  evrsed  vengeaunce  on  his  sonne  to  cast : 

From  surging  guLf  two  monsters  streight  were  brought 

With  dread  whereof  his  chaciDg  steedes  aghast 

Both  charett  swifte  and  huntsman  overcast. 

His  goodly  corps,  on  ragged  cliffs  yrent. 

Was  quite  dismembred,  and  his  members  chast 

Scattered  on  every  mountaine  as  he  went. 

That  c^Hippolytus  was  lefte  no  moniment. 


Wb  croell  stepdame^  seeing  what  was  donne. 
Her  widced  daies  with  wretched  knife  did  end» 
In  death  avowinfi^  th'  innocence  of  her  sonne. 
Wlich  hearing,  nis  rash  syre  bc^an  to  rend 
His  heare,  and  hastv  tong  that  cud  offend : 
Iho,  leathering  up  the  reuques  of  his  smart, 
Bv  Dianes  meanes  who  was  Hippolyts  firend* 
Than  brought  to  Aesoulape,  that  by  his  art 
Did  heak  them  all  againe,  and  ioyned  every  part 
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SucH  wondrous  science  in  mans  witt  to  rain  4C9 

When  love  avizd,  that  could  the  dead  revive. 

And  fates  expired  could  renew  again, 

Of  endlesse  life  he  might  him  not  deprive ; 

But  unto  hell  did  thrust  liim  him  downe  alive, 

With  flashing  thunderbolt  y  wounded  sore ; 

Where,  lon^  remaining,  he  did  alwaies  strive 

Himselfe  with  salves  to  health  for  to  restore. 

And  slake  the  heavenly  fire  thafHged  evermore. 

There  auncient  Night  arriving,  did  alight  43. 

From  her  ni^h-weary  wayne,  and  in  her  armes 

To  Aesculapius  brought  the  wounded  knight : 

Whom  having  softly  disaraid  of  armes, 

Tho  gan  to  him  discover  all  his  harmes. 

Beseeching  him  with  prayer,  and  with  praise. 

If  either  salves,  or  oyfes,  or  herbes,  or  charmes, 

A  fordonne  wight  from  dore  of  death  mote  raise, 

He  would  at  hor  request  prolong  her  nephews  dales. 

"  Ah  dame,"  quoth  he,  "  thou  temptest  me  in  vaine  4^ 

To  dare  the  thing,  which  daily  yet  I  rew ; 

And  the  old  cause  of  my  continued  paine 

With  like  attempt  to  like  end  to  renew. 

Is  not  enough,  that,  thrust  from  heaven  dew, 

Here  endlesse  penaunce  for  one  faftlt  I  pay; 

But  that  redoubled  crime  with  vengeaimce  new 

Thou  biddest  me  to  eekeP  can  Night  defray  [Day?" 

The  wrath  of  thundring  love,  that  rules  both  Night  and 

"  Not  80,"  quoth  she ;  "  but,  sith  that  heavens  king  43 

From  hope  of  heaven  hath  thee  excluded  quij^ht, 

Whv  fearest  thou,  that  canst  not  hope  for  thmg ; 

And  fearest  not  that  more  thee  hurten  might, 

Now  in  the  po\vre  of  everlasting  Night  P 

Oroe  to  then,  O  thou  far  renowmed  sonne 

Of  great  Apollo,  shew  thy  famous  might 

In  medicine,  that  els  hath  to  Uiee  wonne 

Great  pains,  and  greater  praise,  both  never  to  be  donne.* 

Her  words  prevaild ;  and  then  the  learned  leach  4A 

His  cunning  hand  gan  to  his  wounds  to  lay. 

And  all  things  els  tne  which  his  art  did  teach ; 

Which  having  scene,  from  thence  arose  away 

The  mother  of  dredd  Darknesse,  and  let  stay 

Aveugles  sonne  there  in  the  leaches  cure ; 

And,  backe  retouming,  took  her  wonted  way 

To  ronne  her  timel  v  race,  whilst  Phoebus  pure 

In  wcsteme  waves  nis  weary  wagon  did  recure. 
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The  &lse  Boessa,  leaving  novous  Niffht,  45 

IKetunid  to  stately  pallace  of  Dame  Pryde ; 

\rhere  when  she  came,  she  found  the  Faery  knight 

Departed  thence ;  albee  (his  woondes  wyde 

Not  throoghlj  heald)  unready  were  to  ryde. 

Good  cause  he  had  to  hasten  thenoe  away ; 

For  on  a  day  his  wary  dwarfe  had  spyde 

Where,  in  a  dungeon  deene,  huge  nombers  lay 

(H  caytire  wretched  thralls,  that  wayled  night  and  day ; 

(A  ruefull  sight  as  could  be  scene  with  eie ;)  46 

Of  whom  he  learned  had  in  secret  wise 

Hie  hidden  cause  of  their  captivitie ; 

How  mortgaginff  their  lives  to  Covetise, 

Through  wastfull  pride  and  wanton  riotise, 

They  were  by  law  of  that  proud  tyrannesse, 

ProTokt  with  Wrath  and  Envyes  false  surmise. 

Condemned  to  that  dongeon  mercilesse, 

Where  they  should  live  in  wo,  and  dye  in  wretchedne63o. 

Iliere  was  that  great  proud  king  of  Babylon,  47 

That  would  compell  all  nations  to  adore 

And  him,  as  onely  God,  to  call  upon ; 

nil,  through  celestiall  doome  thrown  out  of  dore. 

Into  an  oxe  he  was  tranaformd  of  yore. 

There  also  was  Icing  Croesus,  that  enhaunst 

His  hart  too  high  through  his  great  richesse  store ; 

And  proud  Antiochus,  the  which  adyaunst 

His  cursed  hand  gainst  Grod,  and  on  his  altares  dannst. 

And,  them  long  time  before,  great  Nimrod  was,  48 

That  first  the  world  with  sword  and  fire  warrayd ; 

And  after  him  old  Ninus  far  did  nas 

In  princely  pomp,  of  all  the  world  obavd. 

There  also  was  that  mightie  monarch  layd 

Low  under  all,  yet  above  all  in  pride. 

That  name  of  native  S3rre  did  fowle  upbrayd, 

And  would  as  Ammons  sonne  be  magnifide ; 

Till,  soomd  of  God  and  man,  a  shamefull  death  he  dide. 

An  these  together  in  one  h^p^e  were  throwne,  49 

like  carkases  of  beastes  in  uacohers  staU. 

And,  in  another  comer,  wide  were  strowne 

The  Antique  ruins  of  the  Bomanes  fall : 

Great  Bomulus,  the  grandsyre  of  them  all 

Proud  Tar^uin ;  and  too  lordly  Lentulus ; 

Stout  Scipio  ;  and  stubbome  Hanniball ; 

Ambitious  Sylla ;  and  steme  Marius ; 

Hi^ Caesar;  great Pompey;  and fiers  Antoniua. 
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Amongst  these  mightie  men  were  wemen  mixt,  59 

Proud  wemen,  Taine,  forgetfiill  of  their  yoke : 

The  bold  Semiramis,  whose  sides  transfixt 

With  sonnes  own  blade  her  fowle  reproches  spoke: 

Fa^  SthenoboBa,  that  her  selfe  did  choke 

With  wilfull  chord,  for  wanting  of  her  will ; 

High-minded  Cleopatra,  that  with  stroke 

Of  aspes  stinff  her  selfe  did  stoatly  kill : 

And  uiouBanos  moe  the  like,  that  did  that  dongeon  filL 

Besides  the  endlesse  routes  of  wretched-thralles,  n 

Which  thether  were  assembled,  day  by  day, 

From  all  the  world,  after  their  worall  falles 

Through  wicked  pride  and  wasted  welthes  decay. 

But  most,  of  all  which  in  that  don«reon  lay. 

Feu  from  hig^h  princes  courtes,  or  ladies  bowres ; 

Where  thev  in  ydle  pomp,  or  wanton  play. 

Consumed  nad  their  goods  and  thriftlesse  howres. 

And  lastly  thrown  themselyes  into  these  heavy  stowret. 

Whose  case  whenas  the  careful  dwarfe  had  tould,  S2 

And  made  ensample  of  their  moumfull  sight 

Unto  his  maister ;  he  ne  lenger  would 

There  dwell  in  perill  of  like  painefull  plight, 

But  earely  rose ;  and,  ere  that  dawning  light 

Discovered  had  the  world  to  heaven  wyde. 

He  by  a  privy  posteme  tooke  his  flight. 

That  of  no  envious  eyes  he  mote  be  8p.vde : 

For,  doubtlesse,  death  ensewd  if  any  nim  descryde. 

Scarse  could  he  footing  find  in  that  fowle  way,  53 

For  many  corses,  like  a  great  lay-stall. 

Of  murc&ed  men,  which  therein  strowed  lay 

Without  remorse  or  decent  funerall ; 

Which,  al  through  that  great  Princesse  Pride  did  fall. 

And  came  to  shamefull  end :  and  them  besyde. 

Forth  rrding  underneath  the  castell  wall, 

A  donghill  of  dead  carcases  he  spyde ; 

The  dread^  spectacle  of  that  sad  House  of  P^de. 
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CAinH3  VI. 

From  lawleaae  lost  bj  wondroot  gnet 

Fftjrre  Una  is  releant ; 
Whome  salrtge  nfttkm  does  adore. 

And  leanies  her  wise  bebeast 

Am  when  a  ship,  tiiat  fljee  &jTe  under  sayle, 
An  hidden  rocke  escaped  hath  nnwares, 
That  lay  in  waite  her  wrack  for  to  bewaile ; 
The  mariner  yet  halfe  amazed  staree 
At  perin  past,  and  yet  in  doubt  ne  daree 
To  loy  at  nis  foolhappie  oversight : 
So  doubly  is  distrest  twixt  ioy  and  cares 
The  dreadlesse  oora^  of  this  Elfin  knight, 
Having  escapt  so  sad  ensamples  in  his  sight. 

Yet  sad  he  was,  that  his  too  hastie  speede 
The  fayre  Doess'  had  forst  him  leave  behind ; 
And  yet  more  sad,  that  Una,  his  deare  dreNed. 
Her  truth  had  staynd  with  taeason  so  unkind ; 
Yet  cryme  in  her  could  never  creature  find : 
Bat  for  his  love,  and  for  her  owne  selfe  sake, 
8he  wandred  had  from  one  to  other  Ynd, 
Him  for  to  seeke,  ne  ever  would  forsake : 
TQl  her  unwares  the  fiers  Sansloy  did  overtake : 

Who,  after  Archimagoes  fowle  defeat. 

Led  her  away  into  a  forest  wilde ; 

And,  turning  wrathful  fyre  to  lustfull  heat, 

With  beastlv  sin  thought  her  to  have  defilde» 

And  made  the  vassall  of  his  pleasures  vilde. 

Yet  first  he  cast  by  treatie,  and  by  traynee. 

Her  to  persuade  that  stubborn  fort  to  yilde ; 

For  groUer  conquest  of  hard  love  he  gajnes. 

That  wofkes  it  to  his  will,  then  he  that  it  constrainet. 

WiUi  Owning  wordes  he  courted  her  a  while; 

And,  looking  lovely  and  ofl  sighing  sore, 

Her  constant  hart  did  tempt  with  diverse  guile : 

But  wordes,  uid  lookes,  and  sighes  she  dioTabhore } 

As  rodr  of  diamond  stedfast  evermore. 

Yet,  for  to  feed  his  fyrie  lustfull  eye. 

He  iDitcht  the  vele  that  hong  her  face  before : 

Then  gan  her  beautie  shyne  as  brightest  skye. 

And  Iramt  his  beastly  hart  t'enforce  her  chastitye. 
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So  when  he  saw  his  flatt'ring  arts  to  fayle, 

And  subtile  engines  bett  from  batteree ; 

With  greedy  force  he  gan  the  fort  assavle, 

Whereof  he  weend  possessed  soone  to  bee. 

And  win  rich  spoile  of  ransackt  chastitee. 

Ah  heavens !  that  doe  this  hideoas  act  behold. 

And  heavenly  virgin  thus  outraged  see, 

How  can  ye  vengeance  iust  so  long  withhold. 

And  hurle  not  flashing  flames  upon  that  Paynim  bolu  P 

The  pitteous  mayden,  carefull,  comfortlesse, 

Does  throw  out  thrilling  shriekes,  and  shrieking  cryes, 

(Ihe  last  vaine  helpe  of  wemens  greate  distresse,) 

And  with  loud  plamtes  imp6rtuneth  the  skyes ; 

That  molten  starres  doe  drop  like  weeping  eyes ; 

And  Phoebus,  flying  so  most  shameful  sight, 

His  blushing  face  in  foggy  cloud  implyes, 

And  hydes  wr  shame.    What  witt  of  mortal  wight 

Can  now  devise  to  quitt  a  thrall  from  such  a  plight  P 

Etemall  Providence,  exceeding  thought. 
Where  none  appeares  can  make  her  selfe  a  way  I 
A  wondrous  way  it  for  this  lady  wrought, 
From  lyons  clawes  to  plucke  the  gryped  nray. 
Her  shrill  outcryes  and  shriekes  so  loud  aid  oray. 
That  all  the  woodes  and  forestes  did  resownd : 
A  troupe  of  faunes  and  satyres  far  away 
Within  the  wood  were  dauncing  in  a  rownd. 
Whiles  old  Sylvanus  slept  in  shady  arber  sownd : 

Who,  when  they  heard  that  pitteous  strained  voice. 
In  haste  forsooke  their  rurall  merriment. 
And  ran  towardes  the  far  rebownded  noyoe. 
To  weet  what  wight  so  loudly  did  lament. 
Unto  the  place  they  come  incontinent : 
Whom  when  the  raging  Sarazin  espyde, 
A  rude,  mishapen,  monstrous  rablement, 
Whose  hke  he  never  saw,  he  durst  not  byde ; 
But  got  his  ready  steed,  and  fast  away  gan  rydc. 

The  wyld  wood^gjods,  arrived  in  the  place, 

There  find  the  virgin,  doolfuU,  desolate. 

With  ruffled  rayments.  and  fayre  blubbred  face, 

Ab  her  outrageous  foe  had  left  her  late ; 

And  trembling  yet  through  feare  of  former  hate : 

All  stanc  amazed  at  so  tincouth  sight. 

And  gin  to  pittie  her  unhappie  state : 

All  stand  astonied  at  her  beauty  bright. 

In  their  rude  eyes  unworthy  of  so  wofull  plight 
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She.  mote  amazd,  in  doable  dread  doth  dwell,  10 

And  erery  tender  part  for  feare  does  shake : 

As  when  a  jjreedy  wolfe,  through  honger  fell, 

A  seelj  lamb  far  from  the  flock  does  take, 

Of  whom  he  meanes  his  bloody  feast  to  make, 

A  lyon  spyes  fast  running  towards  him, 

Hie  innocent  pray  in  hast  he  does  forsake ; 

Which,  quitt  from  death,  yet  quakes  in  every  lim 

With  channge  of  feare,  to  see  the  lyon  looke  so  grim. 

Such  fearefbU  fitt  assaid  her  trembling  hart ;  11 

^e  worde  to  speake,  ne  ioynt  to  more,  she  had : 

The  salTs^e  nation  feele  her  secret  smart. 

And  read  ner  sorrow  in  her  coimt'nance  sad; 

Their  frowning  forheads,  with  rough  homes  ydad 

And  rustick  horror,  aU  asyde  doe  lay ; 

And,  gently  grenning,  show  a  semblance  glad 

To  comfort  her ;  and,  feare  to  put  away. 

Their  backward-bent  kneee  teach  her  hiimbly  to  obay. 

Tlie  doubtfnll  damzell  dare  not  yet  committ  12 

Her  single  person  to  their  barbarous  truth ; 

But  still  twist  feare  and  hope  amazd  does  sitt, 

Late  leamd  what  harme  to  hasty  trust  ensu'th : 

Thcjr,  in  compassion  of  her  tender  youth, 

And  wonder  of  her  beautie  soverayne. 

Are  wonne  with  pitty  and  unwonted  ruth ; 

And,  all  prostrate  upon  the  lowly  playne,  [faync. 

Doe  kiaee  her  feete,  and  fawne  on  her  with  count  nance 

Their  harts  she  ghesseth  by  their  humble  guise,  13 

And  yieldes  her  to  extremitie  of  time : 

So  from  the  ground  she  fearlesse  doth  arise. 

And  walketh  forth  without  suspect  of  crime : 

They,  all  as  glad  as  birdes  of  ioyous  pryme. 

Thence  led  her  forth,  about  her^daimcing  round, 

^kOQting,  and  singing  all  a  shepheards  ryme ; 

And  with  jgreene  braunches  strowing  all  the  ground. 

Do  worship  her  as  queene  with  oUve  girlond  cround. 

And  all  the  way  their  merry  pipes  thejr  sound,  14 

That  all  the  woods  with  double  echo  ring ; 

And  with  their  homed  feet  doe  weare  the  ground, 

LeufHng  like  wanton  kids  in  pleasant  spring. 

So  towards  old  Sylvanus  thev  her  bring ; 

Who,  with  the  noyse  awaked,  commcth  out 

To  weet  the  cause,  his  weake  steps  governing 

And  a^ed  limbs  on  cypresse  stadfe  stout ; 

And  with  an  yvie  twyne  his  waste  is  girt  about. 
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Far  off  He  wonders  what  them  makes  so  glad,  15 

Or  Bacchus  merry  fruit  they  did  invent, 

Or  Cybeles  firanticke  rights  have  made  them  mad: 

They,  drawing?  nigh,  unto  their  god  present 

That  flowre  of  fay th  and  beautie  excellent  : 

The  god  himselfe,  vewing  that  mirrhour  rare. 

Stood  long  amaz'd,  and  burnt  in  his  intent : 

His  owne  fayre  Dryope  now  he  thinks  not  f(ure. 

And  Pholoe  fowle,  when  her  to  this  he  doth  compaire. 

The  wood-borne  people  fall  before  her  flat,  16 

And  worship  her  as  goddesse  of  the  wood; 

And  old  Sylyanus  selfe  bethinkes  nol^  what 

To  thinke  of  wight  so  fayre ;  but  gazing  stood 

In  doubt  to  deeme  her  borne  of  earthly  orood : 

Sometimes  dame  Venus  selfe  he  seemes  to  see; 

But  Venus  never  had  so  sober  mood : 

Sometimes  Diana  he  her  takes  to  be ; 

But  misseth  bow  and  shafles,  and  buskins  to  her  knee. 

By  vew  of  her  he  ginneth  to  revive  17 

"Aw  ancient  love,  and  dearest  Cyparisse ; 

And  calles  to  mind  his  pourtraiture  alive, 

How  fayre  he  was,  and  yet  not  fayre  to  this ; 

And  how  he  slew  with  glauncing  dart  amisse 

A  gentle  hynd,  the  which  the  lovely  boy 

Did  love  as  life,  above  all  worldly  fclisse : 

Por  griefe  whereof  the  lad  n*oula  after  ioy ; 

But  pynd  away  in  angiiish  and  selfewild  annoy. 

The  wooddy  nymphes.  faire  Hamadryades,  18 

Her  to  behold  do  thether  runne  apace ; 

And  all  the  troupe  of  light-foot  Naiades 

Plocke  all  about  to  see  her  lovely  face : 

But,  when  they  vewed  have  her  heavenly  gracet 

Thev  envy  her  in  their  malitious  mind. 

And  fly  awav  for  feare  of  fcTwle  disgrace ; 

But  all  the  Satyres  scome  their  W(X)dy  kind. 

And  hencefortn  nothing  faire,  but  her,  on  earth  tlejr  And. 

Glad  of  such  lucke,  the  luckelesse  lucky  mryJ  19 

Did  her  content  to  please  their  feeble  eyes ; 

And  long  time  with  ihat  salvage  people  sta^  d. 

To  ^ther  breath  in  many  miseryes : 

Durmg  which  time  her  gentle  wit  she  plyes. 

To  teach  them  truth,  which  v/orshipt  her  in  vainet 

And  made  her  th'  image  of  idolatryes : 

But,  when  their  bootlesse  zeale  she  did  rcstrayne 

From  her  own  worship,  they  her  asse  would  worship  fayn. 
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It  fofrtnned,  a  noble  warlike  knight  20 

"By  tost  occasion  to  Uiat  forrest  came 

To  seeke  his  kindred,  and  the  lignage  right, 

From  whence  he  tooke  his  wel-oeserred  name : 

He  had  in  armes  abroad  wonne  muchdl  fame, 

Azid  fild  fiff  lands  with  glorie  of  his  might; 

Pkine,  faithfully  true,  and  enimy  of  shame, 

And  ever  loT*d  to  fight  for  ladies  right : 

Bat  in  yaine  glorious  firayes  he  litle  did  delight* 

A  satyres  sonne  ybome  in  forrest  wyld,  21 

"Bj  strannge  adrenture  as  it  did  betyde, 

AjmI  there  be|^>tten  of  a  lady  myld, 

Faype  Th^amis,  the  daughter  of  Labryde; 

Tbat  was  m  sacred  bandes  of  wedlocke  tyde 

To  Therion.  a  loose,  imruly  swayne. 

Who  had  more  ioy  to  raunge  the  forrest  wyde, 

And  chase  ihe  salvage  beast  with  busie  payne, 

Tlien  serve  his  ladies  love,  and  waste  in  pleasures  rayne. 

The  foriome  mayd  did  with  loves  longing  bume,  22 

And  could  not  lacke  her  lovers  company ; 

Bat  to  the  wood  she  goes,  to  serve  her  tume. 

And  seeke  her  spouse,  that  from  her  still  does  fly 

And  followes  other  game  and  veneiy : 

A  satvre  chaunst  her  wandring  for  to  finde : 

And,  kindling  coles  of  lust  in  brutish  eye. 

The  loyaU  linkes  of  wedlocke  did  unbinde. 

And  n^de  her  person  thrall  unto  his  beastly  kind« 

8o  kmg  in  serrrt  cabin  there  he  held  23 

Her  captive  to  liis  sensuall  desyre; 

mi  that  with  timely  fruit  her  belly  swdd. 

And  bore  a  hoy  unto  that  salvage  syre : 

Then  home  he  sufired  her  for  to  re^re ; 

For  ransome  leaving  him  the  late-borne  childe : 

Whom,  till  to  lyper  years  he  gan  aspyre, 

He  noosled  up  m  life  and  maners  wilde, 

;  wild  beastes  and  woods,  {torn  laws  of  men  exilde. 


For  all  he  taught  the  tender  ymp,  was  but  24 

To  banish  oowardize  and  bastard  feare : 

His  bumbling  hand  he  would  him  force  to  put 

Upon  the  lyon  and  the  rugged  beare; 

And  from  the  she-beares  teats  her  whelps  to  teare ; 

And  eke  wyld  roring  buls  he  would  him  make 

To  tame,  and  irde  their  backes  not  made  to  beare  | 

And  the  robuckes  in  flight  to  overtake : 

That  everie  beast  for  feare  of  him  did  fly  and  quake. 
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Thereby  bo  fearlesse  and  bo  fell  he  grew,  23 

That  his  owne  syre  and  maister  of  his  guise 

Did  often  tremble  at  his  horrid  vew ; 

And  oft,  for  dread  of  hurt,  would  him  advise 

The  angry  beastes  not  rashly  to  despise. 

Nor  too  much  to  provoke ;  for  he  would  leame 

The  lyon  stoup  to  him  in  lowly  wise, 

(A  lesson  hard,)  and  make  the  libbard  steme 

Leave  roaring,  when  in  rage  he  for  revenge  did  eame. 

And,  for  to  make  his  powre  approved  more,  28 

Wyld  beastes  in  vron  yokes  he  would  compell; 

The  spotted  panther,  and  the  tusked  bore, 

The  pardale  swift,  and  the  tigr^  cru^U, 

The  antelope  and  wolf,  both  Bers  and  fell ; 

And  them  conatraine  in  equall  teme  to  draw. 

Such  ioy  he  had  their  stubbome  harts  to  quell, 

And  sturdie  courage  tame  with  dread  full  aw ; 

That  his  beheast  they  feared,  as  a  t^Tans  law. 

His  loving  mother  came  upon  a  day  27 

Unto  the  woodes.  to  see  her  little  sonne ; 

And  chaunst  unwares  to  meet  him  in  the  way, 

After  his  sportes  and  cruell  pastime  donne ; 

When  after  him  a  lyonesse  did  runne. 

That  roaring  all  with  rage  did  lowd  reauere 

Her  children  deare,  whom  he  away  had  wonne : 

The  lyon  whelpes  she  saw  how  he  did  beare. 

And  lull  in  rugged  armes  withouten  childish  feare. 

The  fearefuU  dame  all  quaked  at  the  sight,  23 

And  turning  backe  gan  fast  to  fl;jr  away ; 

Untill,  with  love  revokt  irom  vaine  affright, 

She  hardly  yet  perswaded  was  to  stay. 

And  then  to  him  these  womanish  words  gan  say: 

"  Ah,  Satyrane,  my  dearling  and  my  ioy, 

For  love  of  me  leave  oflTlhis  dreadtull  play  j 

To  dallv  thus  with  death  is  no  fit  toy : 

Go,  find  some  other  play-fellowes^  mine  own  sweet  boy." 

In  these  and  like  deh'ghtes  of  bloody  game  20 

He  trayned  was,  till  ryper  years  he  raught; 

And  there  abode,  whylst  any  beast  of  name 

Walkt  in  that  forrest,  whom  he  had  not  taught 

To  feare  his  force :  and  then  his  courage  haught 

Desvrd  of  forreine  foemen  to  be  knowne. 

Ana  far  abroad  for  straunge  adventures  sought ; 

In  which  his  mifflit  was  never  overthrowne ; 

But  through  al  Faery  lond  his  famous  worth  was  bio v\  no. 
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Yet  erermore  it  was  his  manner  faire,  30 

After  long  labours  and  adventures  spent. 

Unto  those  native  woods  for  to  repaire, 

To  see  his  syre  and  oflspring  auncient. 

And  now  he  thether  came  for  like  intent; 

Where  he  un wares  the  fairest  Una  found, 

Straunge  lady,  in  so  straunge  habiliment. 

Teaching  the  Satjres,  which  her  sat  around, 

Trew  sacred  lore,  which  from  her  sweet  hps  did  redound. 

He  wondred  at  her  wisedome  hevenly  rare,  31 

WlKMe  like  in  womens  witt  he  never  knew; 

And,  when  her  curteous  deeds  he  did  compare, 

Gan  her  admire,  and  her  sad  sorrowes  rew, 

Kaming  of  Fortune,  which  such  troubles  threw. 

And  ioyd  to  make  proofe  of  her  cruelty 

On  gentle  dame,  so  hurtlesse  and  so  trew. 

Thenceforth  he  kept  her  goodly  company. 

And  leamd  her  discipline  of  faith  and  verity. 

But  she,  all  rowd  unto  the  Bedcrosse  knight,  32 

His  wandring  perill  closely  did  lament, 

Ne  in  this  new  acquaintaunce  could  delight; 

But  her  deare  heart  with  anguish  did  torment, 

And  all  her  witt  in  secret  counsels  spent. 

How  to  escape.    At  last  in  privy  wise 

To  Satyrane  she  shewed  her  intent ; 

Who,  glad  to  gain  such  favour,  gan  devise. 

How  with  that  pensive  maid  he  nest  might  thence  arise. 

So  on  a  day,  when  satyres  all  were  gone  33 

To  do  their  service  to  Sylvanus  old. 

The  gentle  vir^rin,  left  behinde  alone, 

He  led  away  with  corage  stout  and  bold. 

Too  late  it  was  to  satyres  to  be  told. 

Or  ever  hope  recover  her  againe ; 

In  Taine  he  seekes  that,  having,  cannot  hold. 

So  fast  he  carried  her  with  carefull  paine, 

That  th^  the  woods  are  past,  and  come  now  to  the  plaincf. 

The  better  part  now  of  the  lingring  day  34 

They  traveud  had,  whenas  they  far  espide 

A  weary  wight  forwandring  by  the  wajr; 

And  towarcb  him  they  gan  in  hast  to  ride. 

To  weete  of  newes  that  did  abroad  betyde, 

Or  tidings  of  her  knight  of  the  Bedcrosse ; 

Bat  he,  tnem  spying  gan  to  tume  asyde 

For  feare,  as  seemd,  or  for  some  feigned  losse : 

Hofe  greedy  they  of  newes  fast  towards  him  do  crosse. 
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A  silly  man,  in  simple  weedes  forwome,  33 

And  soild  with  dust  of  the  long  dned  way; 

His  sandales  were  with  toilsome  travell  torne, 

And  face  all  tand  with  scorching  sunny  ray, 

As  he  had  trayeild  many  a  sommers  day 

Through  boy  ling  sands  of  Arabic  and  Ynde; 

And  in  his  hand  a  lacobs  stafie,  to  stay 

His  weary  limbs  upon;  and  eke  behind 

His  scrip  did  hang,  in  which  his  needments  he  did  bind. 

The  knight,  approaching  nigh,  of  him  inquerd  3G 

Tidings  of  warre,  and  of  adventures  new ; 

But  warres,  nor  new  adventures,  none  he  herd. 

Then  Una  p:an  to  aske,  if  aught  he  knew 

Or  heaj^  abroad  of  that  her  champion  trew, 

That  in  his  armour  bare  a  croslet  red. 

"  Ay  me !  deare  darae,"  quoth  he,  "  well  may  I  row 

To  tell  the  sad  sight  whick  mine  eies  have  red ; 

These  eies  did  see  that  knight  both  living  and  eke  ded.** 

That  cruell  word  her  tender  hart  so  thrild,  37 

That  suddein  cold  did  ronne  throush  every  vaine, 

And  stony  horrour  all  her  sences  fild 

With  dying  fitt,  that  downe  she  fell  for  paine. 

The  kmght  her  li§rhtly  reared  up  againe, 

And  comforted  with  curteous  kmd  reliefe : 

Then,  wonne  from  death,  she  bad  him  tellen  plaine 

The  further  processe  of  her  hidden  griefe: 

The  lesser  pangs  can  beare,  who  ham  endurd  the  chief. 

Then  gan  the  pDgrim  thus ;  "  I  chaonst  this  day,  38 

This  fatall  day,  that  shall  I  ever  rew. 

To  see  two  knights,  in  travell  on  my  way, 

(A  sory  sight,)  arraung*d  in  batteill  new, 

Both  breathing  ven^eaunce,  both  of  wrathfull  hew 

My  fearefuU  nesh  did  tremble  at  their  strife, 

To  see  their  blades  so  greedily  imbrew, 

That,  dronke  with  blood,  yet  thristed  after  life :       Fknife.** 

What  more  P  the  Bedcrosse  knight  was  slaine  with  Paynim 

"  Ah !  dearest  lord,"  quoth  she,  "  how  might  that  bee,     39 

And  he  the  stoutest  knight,  that  ever  wonne  P" 

**  Ah !  dearest  dame,"  quoth  he,  "  how  might  I  see 

The  thin^,  tiiat  might  not  be,  and  yet  was  donne  P" 

"  Where  is,"  said  Satyrane,  "  that  Pa3^nims  sonne. 

That  him  of  life,  and  us  of  ioy,  hath  refte  P" 

"  Not  far  away,"  quoth  he,  **  he  hence  doth  wonne, 

Poreby  a  fountaine,  where  I  late  him  left  fcleft;.* 

Washmg  his  bloody  wounds,  that  through  the  Steele  were 


y  Google 


THB  FASBIE  QI3BSNB.  61 

Thereuntil  the  knight  then  marched  forth  in  hast,  40 

"Whiles  Una,  with  noge  heavinesse  cmpreet, 

Could  not  for  sorrow  follow  him  bo  fast; 

Ajod  soooe  he  came,  as  he  the  place  had  ghest, 

Whereaa  that  Ptioan  prood  himselfe  did  rest 

In  secret  shadow  by  a  fonntaine  side; 

Sren  he  it  wss,  that  earst  would  have  supprest 

Faire  Una;  whom  when  Satjrrane  espide, 

With  foole  reprochfhll  words  he  boldly  him  defide; 

# 
And  said ;  "Arise,  thon  cursed  miscreaunt,  41 

Hiat  hast  with  knig^tlesse  groile,  and  trecherons  train, 
Faire  kniffhthood  fowly  shamed,  and  doestvaont 
That  good  knight  of  the  Bedcrosse  to  hare  slain: 
Arise,  and  with  like  treason  now  maintain 
Hry  guilty  wrong,  or  els  thee  guilty  yieldL" 
Hie  Sarazin,  this  hearing,  rose  amain, 
And,  catching  up  in  haste  his  three-square  shield 
And  ahining  helmet,  soone  him  buckled  to  the  field ; 

And,  drawing  nigh  him,  said;  "Ah !  misbom  Elfe,  42 

In  erill  houre  thy  foes  thee  hither  sent 

Anothers  wrongs  to  wreak  upon  thy  selfe: 

Yet  ill  thou  blamest  me,  for  naving  blent 

Hy  name  with  guile  and  traiterous  intent: 

Tnat  Sedcrosse  Imight,  perdie,  I  never  slew; 

But  had  he  beene,  where  erst  his  arms  were  lent, 

T\'  endiaunter  vaine  his  errour  should  not  rew: 

Bat  thou  his  errour  shalt,  I  hope,  now  proven  trew." 

Hierewith  they  gan,  both  furious  and  fell,  43 

To  thunder  blowes,  and  fiersly  to  assaile 

Each  other,  bent  his  enimy  to  quell ; 

That  with  their  force  they  perst  both  plate  and  maile. 

And  made  wide  furrowes  in  their  fleshes  fraile, 

Ihat  it  would  pitty  any  living  eie: 

Large  floods  of  blood  adowne  their  sides  did  raile ; 

But  floods  of  blood  could  not  them  satisfle: 

Both  hongred  after  death;  both  chose  to  win,  or  die. 

So  kmff  th^  Sifixt,  and  full  revenge  pursue,  4A 

'Dot,  minting,  each  themselves  to  breathen  lett; 

And,  ofte  refieshed,  battell  oft  renue. 

As  when  two  bores,  with  rancling  malice  mett. 

Their  gory  sides  fresh  bleeding  hercely  frett ; 

TH  breatnlesse  both  themselves  aside  retire. 

Where,  fominff  wrath,  their  cruell  tuskes  they  whett. 

And  trample  tn  earth,  the  whiles  they  may  respire ; 

TImo  backe  to  fight  againe,  new  breathed  and  entire. 
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So  fiersly,  wbcn  these  knights  had  breathed  once,  45 

They  gan  to  fight  retoume;  increasing  more 

Their  puissant  force,  and  cruell  rage  attonce. 

With  heaped  strokes  more  hugely  than  before ; 

That  with  their  drerr  woundes,  and  bloody  gore^ 

They  doth  deformed,  scarsely  could  bee  known. 

By  this,  sad  Una  fraught  with  anguish  sore, 

I/ed  with  their  noise  which  through  the  aire  was  throwi, 

Arriv'd,  wher  they  in  erth  their  fruitles  blood  had  sown. 

Whom  all  so  soone  as  that  proud  Sarazin  45 

Espide,  he  gan  revive  the  memory 

Of  his  lend  lusts,  and  late  attempted  sin; 

And  lefte  the  doubtfull  battel  hastily, 

To  catch  her,  newly  offred  to  his  eie: 

But  Satyrane,  with  strokes  him  turning,  staid, 

And  stemely  bad  him  other  business  pue 

Then  hunt  the  steps  of  pure  unsi>ottea  maid: 

Wherewith  he  al  enrag  d  these  bitter  speaches  said, 

**  O  foolish  faeries  sonne,  what  fury  mad  4H 

Hath  thee  incenst  to  hast  thy  doleful!  fateP 

Were  it  not  better  I  that  lady  had 

Then  that  thou  hadst  repented  it  too  lateP 

Most  sencelesse  man  he,  that  himselfo  doth  hate 

To  love  another:  Lo  then,  for  thine  ayd, 

Here  take  thy  lovers  token  on  thy  pate." 

So  they  to  fight;  the  whiles  the  royall  mayd 

Fledd  farre  away,  of  that  proud  Paynim  sore  afrayd. 

But  that  false  pilgrim*  which  that  leasing  told  49 

Being  in  deed  old  Archimage,  did  stay 

In  secret  shadow  all  this  to  behold ; 

And  much  reioiced  in  their  bloody  fray : 

But,  when  he  saw  the  damsell  passe  away. 

He  led  his  stond,  and  her  pursewd  apace. 

In  hope  to  bring  her  to  her  last  decay. 

But  for  to  tell  her  lamentable  caoe. 

And  eke  t^iis  battels  end,  will  neea  another  plaoeu 
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CANTO  vn. 

The  Bedcrosse  knight  is  captive  made 
Rj  gjannt  proad  opprest : 

Prince  Arthure  meeta  with  Una  great- 
ly ndtb  thoM  newea  distrest. 

What  man  so  wise,  what  earthly  witt  so  ware,  1 

As  to  discrr  the  crafty  cunning  traine. 

By  which  Deceit  doth  ma^ke  in  visour  faire, 

And  cut  her  colours  died  deep  in  graine, 

To  »eeme  like  Truth,  whose  shape  she  well  can  faine. 

And  fitting  gestures  to  her  purpose  frame, 

The  guilt  1  esse  man  with  guue  to  entertaineP 

Great  maistresse  of  her  art  was  that  false  dame, 

llie  fiftlse  Duessa,  cloked  with  Fidessaes  name. 

Who  when,  returning  from  the  drery  Night,  2 

She  found  not  in  that  perilous  Hous  of  Fry  de, 

Where  she  had  left  the  nohle  Bedcrosse  knight. 

Her  hoped  pray;  she  would  no  lenger  byde, 

Bat  forth  she  went  to  seeke  him  far  and  wyde. 

£re  long  she  fownd,  whereas  he  wearie  sate 

To  rest  him  selfe,  foreby  a  fountain  syde, 

Disarmed  all  of  3  ron-coted  plate ; 

And  by  his  side  his  steed  the  grassy  forage  ate. 

Hee  feedea  upon  the  <>oohng  shade,  and  bayes  3 

His  sweatie  forehead  in  the  breathing  wynd, 

Which  through  the  trembling  leaves  mil  gently  playes, 

Wherein  the  chearefull  birds  of  sundry  kyud 

T>oe  chaunt  sweet  musick,  to  delight  his  mynd : 

The  witch  approching  gan  him  fayrely  greet, 

And  with  reproch  ofearelesnes  unkynd 

Upbnyd,  for  leaving  her  in  place  unmeet, 

With  fowle  words  tempring  fi^ire,  soure  gall  with  hony  sweet. 

Unkindnesee  past,  they  gan  of  solace  treat,  4 

And  bathe  in  pleasaunce  of  liie  iovous  shade, 

Which  shielded  them  against  the  boyhng  heat. 

And,  with  greene  boughcs  decking  a  gloomy  shade. 

About  the  fcmntaine  Hke  a  girlond  made; 

Whose  bubbling  wave  did  ever  freshly  well, 

Ke  ever  would  through  fervent  summer  fade: 

The  sacred  nymph,  which  therein  wont  to  dwell. 

Was  out  of  Dianes  favor,  as  it  then  befelL 
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The  cause  was  this:  One  day,  when  Phoebe  fayrc 

With  all  her  band  was  following  the  chacc, 

This  nymph,  quite  tyr'd  with  heat  of  scorching  ayre. 

Sat  downe  to  rest  in  middest  of  the  race: 

The  jfoddesse  wroth  gan  fowly  her  disgrace. 

And  badd  the  waters,  which  m>m  her  did  flow. 

Be  such  as  she  her  selfe  was  then  in  place. 

Thenceforth  her  waters  wexed  dull  and  slow; 

And  all,  that  drinke  thereof,  do  faint  and  feeble  grow. 

Hereof  this  gentle  knight  unweeting  was; 

And,  lying  oowne  upon  the  sandie  graile, 

Dronke  of  the  streame,  as  cleare  as  christall  glas: 

Eftsoones  his  manly  forces  gan  to  fayle, 

And  mightie  strong  was  tumd  to  feeble  frayle. 

His  chaunged  ponTes  at  first  themselyes  not  felt; 

Till  cradled  cold  his  corage  gan  assavle. 

And  cheareful  blood  in  fayntnee  chill  did  melt, 

Which,  like  a  fever  fit,  through  all  his  bodie  swelt 

Yet  goodly  court  he  made  still  to  his  dame, 

Pourd  out  in  loosnesse  on  the  grassy  p^rownd. 

Both  carelesse  of  his  health,  and  of  his  fame: 

Till  at  the  last  he  heard  a  dreadfull  sownd, 

Which  through  the  wood  loud  bellowing  did  rebownd, 

That  all  the  earth  for  terror  seemd  to  shake. 

And  trees  did  tremble.    Th'  Elfe,  therewith  astownd. 

Upstarted  lightly  from  his  looser  make, 

And  his  unready  weapons  gan  in  hand  to  take. 

But  ere  he  could  his  armour  on  him  dight, 

Or  gett  his  shield,  his  monstrous  enimy 

Wim  sturdie  steps  came  stalking  in  his  sight. 

An  hideous  ^eaunt,  horrible  and  hye, 

That  with  his  tallnesse  seemd  to  threat  the  skye; 

The  ground  eke  groned  under  him  for  dreed : 

His  uving  like  saw  never  living  eye, 

Ne  durst  behold ;  his  stature  did  exceed 

The  hight  of  three  the  tallest  sonnes  of  mortall  seed. 

The  greatest  Earth  his  uncouUi  mother  was. 

And  blustring  ^olus  his  boasted  syre: 

Who  with  his  breath,  which  through  the  world  doUi  pas. 

Her  hollow  womb  did  secretly  inspyre. 

And  fild  her  hidden  caves  with  stormie  yre. 

That  she  conceiv'd;  and  trebling  the  dew  time. 

In  which  the  wombes  of  wemen  do  expyre. 

Brought  forth  this  monstrous  masse  or  earthlv  slyme, 

Poft  up  with  emptie  wynd,  and  fild  wiUi  ■innill  ciyme. 
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80  gT0wen  spi^emt,  through  anogant  delight,  10 

Of  th'  high  descent  whereof  he  was  yhc^e, 

And  through  preeumptuMi  of  his  matchleese  might. 

An  other  powr^  and  knighthood  he  did  scome. 

Such  DOW  he  maroheth  to  this  man  forlome. 

And  left  to  losse;  his  stalking  steps  are  stayde 

TJpoQ  a  snaggy  oke,  which  he  had  tome 

Oat  of  his  mothers  bowelles,  and  it  made 

His  morfcall  mace,  wherewith  his  foemen  he  dismayde. 

That,  when  the  knight  he  spyde,  he  gan  adrsance  11 

With  huge  force  and  insdpportahle  mayne. 

And  towardes  him  with  dreadfnll  fiuy  praunoe; 

Who  haplesse,  and  eke  hopelesse,  all  in  vaine 

Bid  to  hunpaoe  sad  battaue  to  darrayne, 

IHsarmd,  disgraete,  and  inwardly  dismayde; 

And  eke  so  faint  in  e^ery  ioynt  and  vayne, 

Throagh  that  firaile  fountain,  which  him  feehle  made. 

That  acandy  eoold  he  weeld  his  hootlesse  single  blade. 

Hie  geannt  strooke  so  maynly  mercilesse,  12 

That  ooold  have  orerthrowne  a  stony  towre ; 

And,  were  it  not  hevenly  grace  that  did  him  blesse^ 

He  had  beene  pooldred  all,  as  thin  as  flowre; 

But  he  was  waiy  of  that  deadly  stowre, 

And  Hg^tly  lept  ^m  underneath  the  blow : 

Tet  so  exceedm^  was  tiie  yilleins  powre 

That  with  the  wmde  it  did  him  orerthrow. 

And  aU  his  sences  stoond,  that  still  he  lay  fail  low. 

Ab  when  that  diveliah  yron  enffin,  wrought  13 

In  deepest  hell,  and  framd  by  mnes  skilir 
With  windy  nitre  and  quick  sulphur  fraught. 
And  ramd  with  Ix^et  rownd,  ordaind  to  kill, 
ConeeiTeth  Qrre ;  the  heayens  it  doth  fill 
With  thundnng  noyse,  and  all  the  ayre  doth  choke. 
That  none  can  breath,  nor  see,  nor  heare  at  will. 
Throng  smouldiy  cloud  of  duskish  stuickhig  smoke; 
That  th'  only  breath  him  daunts,  who  hath  escapt  the  stroke. 

80  daunted  when  the  geaunt  saw  Hhe  kni^t,  14 

His  hearie  hand  he  heaved  up  on  hye. 

And  him  to  dust  thought  to  hare  battred  qui^^ 

XJntill  Duessa  loud  to  nim  gan  ciye ; 

•*  O  great  Orgoglio,  greatest  under  skye. 

Oh !  luM  thy  mortaU  hand  for  ladies  sake ; 

Hold  for  my  sake,  and  doe  him  not  to  dye. 

But  Tanquisht  thine  etemall  bond^ve  make. 

And  me,  thy  worthy  meed,  unto  thy  leman  take.** 
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He  hearkned,  and  did  stay  from  fnrther  harmes,  15 

To  gayne  so  proodiy  guerdon  as  sHe  spake: 

So  willingly  she  came  into  His  armes. 

Who  her  as  willingly  to  grace  did  take, 

And  was  possessed  of  his  newfound  mtike. 

Then  up  he  tooke  the  slombred  sencelesse  corse ; 

And,  ere  he  could  out  of  his  swowne  awake, 

Him  to  his  castle  brought  with  hastie  forse, 

And  in  a  dongeon  deepe  him  threw  without  remors  ^. 

From  that  day  forth  Duessa  was  his  deare,  W 

And  highly  honourd  in  his  haughtie  eye. 

He  gave  her  gold  and  purple  pall  to  weare, 

And  triple  crowne  set  on  her  head  fiill  hye, 

And  her  endowd  with  royall  maiestye: 

Then,  for  to  make  her  dreaded  more  of  men, 

And  peoples  hartes  with  awfull  terror  tye, 

A  monstrous  beast  ybredd  in  filthy  fen 

He  chose,  which  he  had  kept  long  time  in  darksom  den. 

Such  one  it  was,  as  that  renowmed  snake  17 

Which  great  Alcides  in  Stremona  slew, 

Long  fostred  in  the  filth  of  Lema  lake : 

Whose  many  heades  out-budding  ever  new 

Did  breed  Inm  endlesse  labor  to  subdew. 

But  this  same  monster  much  more  ugly  was ; 

For  seven  great  heads  out  of  his  body  grew  I 

An  vron  brest,  and  back  of  scaly  bras. 

And  all  embrewd  in  blood  his  eyes  did  shine  as  glas. 

His  tayle  was  stretched  out  in  wondrous  length,  18 

That  to  the  hous  of  hevenly  gods  it  raught; 

And  with  extorted  powre,  and  borrowed  strength, 

The  ever  burning  lamps  from  thence  it  braught. 

And  prowdly  threw  to  ground,  as  things  of  naught 

And  underneath  his  filthy  feet  did  tread 

The  sacred  thinges,  and  holy  heastee  foretaught. 

Upon  this  dreaofull  beast  with  sevenfold  hei^ 

He  sett  the  false  Duessa,  for  more  aw  and  dread. 

The  wofuU  dwarfe,  which  saw  his  maisters  fall,  19 

(Whiles  he  had  keening  of  his  grasing  steed,) 

And  Taliant  knight  oeoome  a  caytive  thrall ; 

When  all  was  past,  tooke  up  his  forlome  weed ; 

His  mightie  armour,  missing  most  at  need ; 

His  silver  shield,  now  idle,  maisterlesse ; 

His  poynant  speare,  that  many  made  to  bleed; 

The  ruefxd  moniments  of  heavinesse; 

And  with  them  all  departes,  to  tell  hia  great  distresse. 
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He  bad  not  traTaild  long,  when  on  the  way  20 

He  wofull  ladj,  wo(ull  Una  met 

Fast  4jinff  from  that  Paynima  greedy  pray, 

Whileet  ^tyrane  him  from  parsoit  did  let : 

Who  when  her  eyes  she  on  the  dwarf  had  set. 

And  saw  the  signes  that  deadhr  tydingee  spaJke* 

She  fell  to  groond  for  sorrowmll  regret, 

And  hrely  breath  her  sad  brest  did  forsake; 

Yet  might  her  pitteous  hart  be  seen  to  pant  and  quake. 

The  meaeenger  of  so  nnhappie  newes  21 

Would  faine  hare  dy  de;  dead  was  his  heart  within 

Yet  outwardly  some  htUe  comfort  shewes : 

At  last,  recovering  hart,  he  does  begin 

To  rub  her  templra,  and  to  chaufe  her  chin, 

And  ererie  tender  part  does  tosse  and  tume: 

So  htfdly  he  the  flitted  life  does  win 

Unto  her  native  prison  to  retoume. 

Then  gins  her  grieved  ghost  thus  to  lament  and  moome : 

**  Ye  dreary  instruments  of  dolefull  sights  22 

That  doe  this  dreadlv  spectacle  behold. 

Why  doe  ye  lenger  feed  on  loathed  light. 

Or  hking  find  to  gaze  on  earthly  mould, 

Sith  cruell  Fates  the  carefull  tiureds  unfould. 

The  which  my  life  and  love  together  tyde  P 

Kow  let  the  stony  dart  of  sencelesse  Cold 

Peree  to  my  hart,  and  pas  through  everie  side ; 

And  let  etCTiall  night  so  sad  sight  firo  me  hyde. 

**  O,  lightsome  Day,  the  lampe  of  highest  love,  23 

Firtt  made  by  him  mens  wandring  wayes  to  guyde. 

When  darknesse  he  in  deepest  donseon  drove ; 

Hencetorth  thy  hated  face  for  ever  n^de, 

And  shut  up  heavens  windowes  shyning  wyde : 

For  earthly  sight  can  nought  but  sorrow  breed. 

And  late  repentance,  which  shall  long  abyde 

Mine  ^es  no  more  on  vanitie  shall  feed, 

Boty  seeled  up  with  death,  shall  have  their  deadly  meed.*' 

Ihen  downe  a^;aine  she  fell  unto  the  ground ;  21 

Bat  he  her  quickly  reared  up  againe : 
Ihriae  did  sne  sinke  adowne  in  deadly  swownd. 
And  thrise  he  her  reviv'd  with  buaie  paine. 
At  last  when  life  recovered  had  the  raine. 
And  over-wrestled  his  strong  enimy. 
With  lictoing  tong,  and  trembUmr  everie  vaine, 
*  Tell  on,**  quoth  she,  "  the  wofuU  tragedy, 
ISie  whieh  ibese  reliqueB  sad  present  unto  mine  eye. 
V  2 
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*'  Tempe^taons  Forfciiiie  hath  spent  all  her  ipight,  26 

And  thrilling  Sorrow  throwne  his  utmost  diurt : 

Thy  sad  tong  cannot  tell  more  heaver  plight 

Then  that  ITeele,  and  harbour  in  mine  hart: 

Who  hath  endur'd  the  whole,  can  beare  eoh  part. 

If  death  it  be;  it  is  not  the  first  wound. 

That  launched  hath  my  brest  with  bleeding  smart 

Begin,  and  end  the  bitter  balefull  stound; 

If  lesse  then  that  I  feare,  more  favour  I  have  found."* 

Then  gan  the  dwarfe  the  whole  discourse  dedare;  26 

The  subtile  traines  of  Archimago  old ; 

The  wanton  loves  of  false  Fidessa  fayre. 

Bought  with  the  blood  of  vanquisht  Paynim  bold ; 

The  wretched  payre  transformed  to  treen  mould; 

The  House  of  rryde,  and  perilles  round  about; 

The  combat,  which  he  with  Sansioy  did  hould; 

The  lucklesse  conflict  with  the  gyaunt  stout, 

Wherein  captiy  d,  of  life  or  death  he  stood  in  doubt. 

She  heard  with  patience  all  unto  the  end;  27 

And  strove  to  maister  sorrowfiill  assav. 

Which  greater  grew,  the  more  she  dia  oontendt 

And  almost  rent  her  tender  hart  in  tway ; 

And  love  fresh  coles  unto  her  fire  did  lay: 

For  greater  love,  the  greater  is  the  losse. 

Was  never  lady  loved  dearer  day 

Then  she  did  love  the  knight  of  the  Eedcroese; 

For  whose  deare  sake  so  many  troubles  her  did  tease. 

At  last  when  fervent  sorrow  slaked  was,  28 

She  up  arose,  resolving  him  to  find 

Alive  or  dead ;  and  forward  forth  did  pas. 

All  as  the  dwarfe  the  way  to  her  assynd : 

And  evermore,  in  constant  carefull  mind. 

She  fedd  her  wound  with  fresh  renewed  bale : 

Long  tost  with  stormes,  and  bet  with  bitter  wind. 

High  over  hills,  and  lowe  adowne  the  dale. 

She  wandred  many  a  wood,  and  measurd  many  a  vale. 

At  last  she  chaunced  by  good  hap  to  meet  29 

A  goodly  knight,  faire  marching  oy  the  way, 

Together  with  his  squyre,  arrayed  meet: 

His  ghtterand  armour  shined  far  away. 

Like  glauncing  hght  of  Phoebus  brightest  ray; 

From  top  to  toe  no  place  appeared  bare. 

That  deadly  dint  of  Steele  endanger  may: 

Athwart  his  brest  a  bauldrick  brave  he  ware,  [rare: 

That  shind,  like  twinkling  stars,  with  stonea  moat  pretioaa 
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And,  in  the  midst  thereof,  one  pretious  stone  30 

Of  -wooAmoB  worth,  and  eke  of  wondrous  mights, 
Sftiapt  Hke  a  ladies  head,  exceeding  shone, 
like  Eegperus  emongst  the  lesser  Hghts, 
And  etrore  for  to  amaze  the  weaker  sights : 
Thereby  his  mortall  blade  full  comely  hong 
ToTTorv  sheath,  ycarr'd  with  corions  slij^ts, 
'WbosehiltB  were  bnmisht  cold;  and  handle  strong 
Of  mother  peile;  and  bnekled  with  a  golden  tong. 

His  han^ttie  helmet,  horrid  all  with  gold,  SI 

Both  s^anaoB  brightnesse  and  great  terrour  bredd: 

For  aD  the  cieat  a  dragon  did  enfold 

With  ereedie  pawes,  and  over  all  did  spredd 

Hk  gdden  winges:  his  dreadfuU  hideous  hedd 

Close  eoDched  on  the  bever,  seemd  to  throw 

From  flaming  mouth  bright  sparckles  &eiy  redd, 

That  soddeine  horrour  to  fiunte  hartes  did  show, 

And  scaly  tayle  was  stretoht  adowne  his  baok  full  low. 

TJpon  thetopofallhisloftieerest,  32 

A  Doimch  or  heares  discolourd  diversly, 

Witili  sprincled  pearle  and  gold  full  richly  drest, 

I>id  shake,  and  seemd  to  daunce  for  iolhty ; 

LdLe  to  an  almond  trjBe  ymounted  hye 

On  too  of  greene  Selinis  all  alone, 

Widi  Dloa»oms  brave  bedecked  daintily; 

Whoee  tender  locks  do  tremble  every  one 

At  erene  little  breath,  that  under  heaven  is  blowne. 

His  warlike  dueld  all  doeely  cover'd  was,  33 

9e  might  of  mortall  eye  be  ever  seene ; 

Not  mide  of  Steele,  nor  of  enduring  bras, 

(Bfuk  earthly  mettals  soon  consumed  beene,) 

But  all  of  diamond  perfect  pure  and  cleene 

It  framed  was,  one  massy  entire  mould, 

Hew'n  out  of  adamant  rocke  with  engines  keene, 

That^point  of  speare  it  never  percen  could, 

Ne  dmt  of  diremll  sword  divide  the  substance  would* 

Hie  same  to  wight  he  never  wont  disclose,  34 

But  whenas  monsters  huge  he  would  dismay, 

Or  daunt  unemiall  armies  of  his  foes. 

Or  when  the  nying  heavens  he  would  afifray: 

For  so  exceeding  shone  his  glistring  ray, 

Ihat  Phoebus  golden  face  it  did  attaint. 

As  when  a  doud  his  beames  doth  over-lay; 

And  sOrer  Qynthia  wexed  pale  and  faynt, 

As  idMaher  &oe  is  staynd  with  magicke  arts  constraint. 
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No  magicke  arts  hereof  had  anr  might,  25 

Nor  bloody  wordes  of  bold  enchannteni  call; 

But  all  that  was  not  such  as  seemd  in  sight 

Before  that  shield  did  fade,  and  suddeine  fall : 

And,  when  him  list  the  raskall  routes  appall. 

Men  into  stones  therewith  he  could  transmew, 

And  stones  to  dust,  and  dust  to  nought  at  all : 

And,  when  him  list  the  prouder  lookes  subdew. 

He  would  them  gazing  blind,  or  tume  to  other  hew. 

Ne  let  it  seeme  that  credence  this  exceedes ;  96 

For  he,  that  made  the  same,  was  knowne  right  well 

To  have  done  much  more  admirable  deedes : 

It  Merlin  was,  which  whylome  did  excell 

All  living  wightes  in  might  of  magicke  spell : 

Both  shield,  and  sword,  and  armour  all  he  wrought 

For  this  young  prince,  when  first  to  armes  he  fell ; 

But, !« hen  he  dyde,  the  Faeiy  Queene  it  brought 

To  Faerie  lond;  where  yet  it  may  be  scene,  if  sought. 

A  gentle  youth,  his  dearely  loved  sguire,  87 

His  speare  of  heben  wood  behind  him  bare. 

Whose  harmeful  head,  thrise  heated  in  the  fire. 

Had  riven  many  a  brest  with  pikehead  square : 

A  goodly  person ;  and  could  menage  faire 

His  stutbome  steed  with  curbed  canon  bitt. 

Who  under  him  did  trample  as  the  aire, 

And  chaufl,  that  any  on  his  backe  should  sitt; 

The  yron  rowels  into  frothy  fome  he  bitt 

Whenas  this  knight  nigh  to  the  lady  drew,  88 

With  lovely  court  he  gan  her  entertaine ; 

But,  when  ne  heard  her  aunswers  loth,  he  knew 

Some  secret  sorrow  did  her  heart  distraine : 

Which  to  allay,  and  calme  her  storming  paine, 

Faire  feeling  words  he  wisely  gan  display, 

And,  for  her  himior  fitting  purpose  fame. 

To  tempt  the  cause  it  selfe  for  to  bewray ; 

Wherewith  enmovd,  these  bleeding  words  she  gan  to  say ; 

"  What  worlds  delight,  or  ioy  of  living  speach,  89 

Can  hart,  so  plungd  in  sea  of  sorrowes  deep. 

And  heaped  with  so  huge  misfortunes,  reach? 

The  carefull  Cold  beginneth  for  to  creep. 

And  in  my  heart  his  yron  arrow  steep, 

Soone  as  1  thinke  upon  my  bitter  bale. 

Such  helplesse  harmes  yts  better  hidden  keep. 

Then  rip  up  griefe,  where  it  may  not  availe ; 

My  laat  left  comfort  is  my  woes  to  weepe  and  waile."* 
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**  Ah  ladj  Semre/*  qnoth  then  the  gentle  knight^ 
••'Well  may  I  ween  your  jorriefe  is  wondrons  ^eat ; 
Pot  woDdrooii  flT^at  gn^fe  to^neth  in  my  spright. 
Whiles  thus  1  heare  you  of  yoor  sorrowes  treat. 
Bat,  woefnll  lady,  let  me  you  intrete 
Fnr  to  onfold  the  aniiruish  of  your  hart : 
Mi»hsp0  are  maistred  by  adriee  discrete. 
And  eoonaell  ^nitigates  the  greatest  smart; 
Poimd  nerer  help,  who  never  would  his  hurts  impart  * 

••  Oh !  but,**  quoth  she,  "  great  griefe  will  not  be  tould,    41 

And  can  more  easfly  be  thought  then  said/* 

**  fiiffht  so,**  quoth  he :  "  but  he,  that  nerer  would. 

Could  never  :  will  to  might  tnves  greatest  aid." 

**  Bat  griefe,"  quoth  she,  **  does  greater  grow  displaid. 

If  then  it  find  not  helpe,  and  breeds  despaire." 

•*  Despair  breeds  not,'  quoth  he,  "  where  faith  is  staid.'* 

"  Xo  faith  so  fast,"  quom  she,  "but  flesh  does  paire." 

•*  Fleah  may  empaire,"  quoth  he,  "  but  reason  can  repaire.** 

Hts  goodly  reason,  and  well-guided  speach,  42 

So  deepe  did  settle  in  her  gracious  thought. 

That  her  perswaded  to  disclose  the  breach 

Which  lore  and  fortune  in  her  hart  had  wrought ; 

And  said ;  **  Faire  sir,  I  hope  good  hap  have  brought 

Ton  to  inquere  the  secrets  of  my  griere ; 

Or  that  youp  wisdome  will  direct  ray  thought ; 

Or  that  your  prowesse  can  me  yield  reliefe ; 

Then  heare  the  story  sad,  which  I  shall  tell  you  brief. 

**  Hie  forlome  maiden,  whom  your  eies  have  seene  43 

The  laughing  stocke  of  Fortunes  mockeries. 

Am  th*  ondy  daughter  of  a  king  and  que^e, 

Whose  parents  deare  (wlules  equal  destinies 

Did  ronne  about,  and  their  felicities 

The  filvonrable  heavens  did  not  envy,) 

Did  spred  their  rule  through  all  the  territories^ 

Which  Fhison  and  Euphrates  flovreth  by, 

And  Gdums  golden  waves  doe  wash  continually. 

"  Tin  that  their  cruell  cursed  enem^,  44 

An  huge  great  dragon,  horrible  in  sight. 

Bred  in  the  loathly  lakes  of  Tartary, 

With  nmrdrous  ravine,  and  devouring  might. 

Their  kingdome  spoild,  and  countrey  wasted  quight, 

Themselves,  for  feare  into  his  iawes  to  fall. 

He  forst  to  castle  strong  to  take  their  flight  | 

Where,  (toft  embard  in  mighty  brasen  wall, 

He  has  them  now  fowr  years  beaiegd  to  make  them  thrall. 
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"  Foil  many  knkhts,  adTentaroas  and  stout,  45 

Have  enterpriz'i  that  monster  to  subdew : 

From  every  coast,  that  heaven  walks  about, 

Have  thither  come  the  noble  martial  crew. 

That  famous  harde  atchievements  still  pursew; 

Yet  never  any  could  that  girlond  win. 

But  all  still  shronke ;  and  still  he  greater  grew ; 

All  they  for  want  of  faith,  or  guilt  of  sin. 

The  pitteous  pray  of  his  fiers  cruelty  have  bin. 

*'  At  last,  yled  with  far  reported  praise,  46 

Which  flymg  Fame  throughout  the  world  had  spred* 

Of  doughty  Knights,  whom  Fary  land  did  raise, 

That  noble  order  hight  of  Maidenhed, 

Forthwith  to  court  of  Gloriane  I  sped. 

Of  Gloriane,  great  queen e  of  glory  bright. 

Whose  kingdomes  seat  Cleopolis  is  red ; 

There  to  obtaine  some  such  redoubted  knight 

That  parents  deare  from  tyrants  powre  deliver  might. 

•' Yt  was  my  chaunce  (my  chaunce  was  fiure  and  good)    47 

There  for  to  find  a  fresh  unproved  knight; 

Whose  manly  hands  imbrewd  in  guilly  blood 

Had  never  beene,  ne  ever  by  his  might 

Had  throwne  to  ground  the  unregarded  right: 

Yet  of  his  prowesse  proofe  he  siuce  has  made 

(I  witnes  am)  in  many  a  cruell  fight; 

The  groning  ghosts  of  manv  one  dismaide 

Have  felt  the  bitter  dint  of  his  avenging  blade. 

**  And  ye,  the  forlome  reliques  of  his  powre,  43 

His  biting  Sword,  and  his  devouring  Speare, 

Which  have  endured  many  a  dreadnill  stowre, 

Can  speake  his  prowesse,  that  did  earst  you  beiGa^ 

And  weU  could  rule:  now  he  hath  left  you  heare 

To  be  the  record  of  his  rueAill  losse, 

And  of  my  dolefull  disaventurous  deare: 

O  heavie  record  of  the  good  Eedcrosse, 

Where  have  ye  left  your  lord,  that  could  so  well  yoa  tosse? 

**  Well  hoped  I,  and  faire  beginnings  had,  49 

That  he  my  captive  languor  snould  redeeme: 

Till  all  unweetmg  an  enchaunter  bad 

His  sence  abusd,  and  made  him  to  misdeeme 

My  loyalty,  not  such  as  it  did  seeme. 

That  rather  death  desire  then  such  despight. 

Be  judge,  ye  heaveus,  that  all  things  right  esteeme. 

How  I  liim  lov'd,  and  love  with  all  my  mighte ! 

8o  thought  I  eke  of  him,  and  think  I  thought  aright. 
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"  llienoelbrtii  me  desolate  he  quite  forsooke,  50 

To  WB&der,  where  wilde  Fortone  would  me  lead* 

And  other  l^jwaiee  he  himselfe  hetooke, 

Wiiere  never  foote  of  living  wight  did  tread. 

That  brou^t  not  backe  the  balefdll  body  dead; 

In  which  him  chaonced  false  Daessa  meete, 

Mine  onely  foe,  mine  onely  deadly  dread; 

Who  with  her  witchcraft,  and  misseeming  sweete, 

laragled  him  to  follow  her  desires  nnmeete. 

"  At  last,  by  sabtQe  sleights  she  him  betraid  51 

Unto  ids  foe,  a  gyaont  huge  and  tall ; 

Who  him  disarmed,  dissolute,  dismaid, 

TTnwarea  snrprised,  and  with  mighty  mall 

The  monster  mercUesse  him  made  to  fall, 

Whoee  fiill  did  never  foe  before  behold: 

And  now  in  darkesome  dongeon,  wretched  thrall, 

Bem^dileBse,  for  aie  he  doth  him  hold: 

This  is  my  cause  of  griefe,  more  great  than  may  be  told." 

Ere  she  had  ended  aU,  she  gan  to  faint :  52 

But  he  her  comforted,  and  faire  bespake : 

**  Certes,  madAme,  ye  have  great  cause  ot  plaint^ 

lliat  stoutest  heart,  I  weene,  could  cause  to  quake. 

But  be  of  cheare,  and  comfort  to  you  take ; 

For,  laU  I  have  acquit  your  ci^tive  knight^ 

Assure  your  selfe,  I  will  you  not  forsake." 

His  chwefull  words  reviv'd  her  chearelesse  spright. 

So  forth  they  went,  the  dwarfe  them  guiding  ever  right. 


CANTO  ym. 

Falr«  Tirfin,  to  redeeme  her  deare. 

Brings  Arthure  to  the  fight ; 
Who  slajes  the  gyaont.  wounds  the  beast. 

And  strips  Doessa  qalght. 

At  me,  how  many  perils  doe  enfold  j 

The  ri^teous  man,  to  make  him  daily^  fall, 

Were  not  that  heavenly  grace  doth  lum  uphold. 

And  stedfast  Truth  acquite  him  out  of  all! 

Her  love  is  firme,  her  care  continuall, 

8o  oft  as  he,  thrcnigh  his  own  foolish  pride 

Or  weaknee,  is  to  sinfull  bands  made  thrall : 

Eb  should  ihw  Bedcrosse  knight  in  bands  have  dyde. 

For  whose  delhrermce  she  this  prince  doth  ihether  guyd. 
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They  sadly  traveild  thus,  nntill  they  came,  2 

Nign  to  a  castle  builded  strong  ana  hye : 

Then  cryde  the  dwarfe,  "  Lo  1  yonder  is  the  samef 

In  which  my  lord,  my  liege,  doth  lucklesse  ly. 

Thrall  to  that  gyaunts  hatefull  tyranny: 

Therefore,  deare  sir.  your  mighty  powres  assay." 

The  noble  knight  alighted  by  and  oy 

From  loflie  steed,  and  bad  the  ladie  stay. 

To  see  what  end  of  fight  should  him  be£ill  that  day. 

So  with  his  squire,  th'  admirer  of  his  might,  9 

He  marched  forth  towardes  that  castle  wall ; 

Whose  gates  he  fownd  fast  shutt,  ne  living  wight 

To  warde  the  same,  nor  answere  coramers  call. 

Then  tooke  that  squire  an  home  of  bugle  small. 

Which  hong  adowne  his  side  in  twisted  gold 

And  tasselles  gay :  wyde  wonders  over  all 

Of  that  same  homes  great  vertues  weren  told 

Which  had  approved  bene  in  uses  manifold. 

Was  never  wight  that  heard  that  shrilling  sownd,  4 

But  trembling  feare  did  feel  in  every  vaine : 

Three  miles  it  might  be  easy  heard  arownd. 

And  ecchoes  three  answered  it  selfe  agayne : 

Ko  faulse  enchauntment,  nor  deceitmll  tndne, 

Might  once  abide  the  terror  of  that  blast, 

But  presently  was  voide  and  wholly  vaine : 

No  gate  so  strong,  no  locke  so  tirme  and  fast, 

But  with  that  piercing  noise  flew  open  quite,  or  brast. 

The  same  before  the  geaunts  gate  he  blew,  5 

That  all  the  castle  quaked  from  the  grownd, 

And  every  dore  of  free-will  open  flew. 

The  gyaunt  selfe  dismaied  with  that  sownd. 

Where  he  with  his  Duessa  dalhaunce  fownd, 

In  hast  came  rushing  forth  from  inner  bowre, 

With  staring  countenance  sterne,  as  one  astownd 

And  staggermg  steps,  to  weet  what  suddein  stowre  [powre* 

Had  wrought  that  horror  strange,  and  dar'd  bis  dr^ed 

And  after  him  the  proud  Duessa  came,  6 

High  mounted  on  ner  many-headed  beast ; 

And  every  head  with  fyrie  tongue  did  flame, 

And  every  head  was  crowned  on  his  creast, 

And  bloody  mouthed  with  late  crueJl  feast. 

That  when  the  knight  beheld,  hb  mightie  shild 

Upon  his  manly  arme  he  soone  addrest. 

And  at  him  fiersly  flew,  with  corage  fild. 

And  eger  greedinesse  through  every  member  chrild. 
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lliereiritli  t2ie  gyaont  buckled  liim  to  fight,  7 

Inflamd  witii  soomefall  wrath  and  hi|^h  disdaine. 

And  lifting  up  his  dreadfiill  club  on  bight, 

All  annd  with  raisged  snubbes  and  knottie  graine. 

Him  thought  at  firat  encounter  to  have  alaine. 

Bat  wise  and  wai^  was  that  noble  pere ; 

And,  lightlj  leaping  from  so  monstrous  maine, 

Did  iajre  avoide  i£e  violence  him  nere ; 

it  booted  nought  to  thinke  such  thunderbolts  to  beare ; 

Ne  shame  he  thought  to  shonne  so  hideous  might :  8 

The  jd\e  stroke,  enfordng  furious  way, 

Missniff  the  marke  of  his  misa.vmed  si^^ht, 

Did  (afl  to  ground,  and  with  his  heavie  sway 

So  deeply  (unted  in  the  driven  clay, 

That  three  yardes  deepe  a  fiirrow  up  did  throw : 

The  sad  earth,  wounded  with  so  sore  assay. 

Did  grone  fuU  grievous  underneath  the  blow ;  [show. 

And,  trembling  with  strange  feare,  did  like  an  erthquake 

As  when  ahnightie  love,  in  wrathfoll  mood,  9 

To  wreake  the  guilt  of  mortall  sins  is  bent, 

Huries  forth  his  thundring  dart  with  deadly  food, 

Enrold  in  flames,  and  smouldring  dreriment. 

Through  riven  cloudes  and  molten  firmament ; 

The  tiers  threeforked  en^:in,  making  way, 

Both  loftie  towres  and  highest  trees  hatn  rent, 

And  an  that  might  his  angry  passage  stay ; 

And,  shooting  in  the  earth,  castes  up  amount  of  day. 

His  boystrous  club,  so  buried  in  the  grownd,  10 

He  comd  not  r^ren  up  againe  so  light. 

But  that  the  knight  him  at  advantage  fownd ; 

And,  whiles  he  strove  his  combred  clubbe  to  quight 

Out  of  the  earth,  with  blade  aU  burning  bright 

He  smott  off  his  left  arme,  which  like  a  block 

Did  fidl  to  ground  depriv'd  of  native  might : 

Luve  streames  of  blood  out  of  the  truncked  stock 

Forth  gushed,  like  fresh-water  streame  firom  riven  rocke. 

Dismayed  with  so  desperate  deadly  wound,  II 

And  eke  impatient  of  unwonted  payne. 

He  lowdly  brayd  with  beastly  yelling  sownd, 

Hiat  all  the  fieldes  rebellowed  againe : 

As  great  a  noyse  as  when  in  Cymbrian  plaine. 

An  herd  of  bulles,  whom  kindly  rage  doth  sting, 

Doe  for  the  milky  mothers  want  complaine. 

And  fill  the  fieldes  with  troublous  bellowing : 

The  nd^Uior  woodes  arownd  with  hollow  murmur  ring. 
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That  when  his  deare  Dnessa  heard,  and  saw  IS 

The  evil  stownd  that  dann^irerd  her  estate. 

Unto  his  aide  she  hastily  did  draw, 

Her  dreadfull  beast:  who,  swolen  with  blood  of  late. 

Came  rampinff  forth  with  proud  presumpteous  sate. 

And  threatned  all  his  heades  like  Earning  brandee. 

But  him  the  squire  made  quickly  to  retrate, 

Enoountring  ners  with  single  sword  in  hand ; 

And  twixt  mm  and  his  lora  did  like  a  bulwarke  stand. 

The  proud  Duessa,  iull  of  wrathfull  spight  13 

And  fiers  disdaine,  to  be  afironted  so, 

Enforst  her  purple  beast  with  all  her  might, 

That  stop  out  of  the  way  to  overthroe. 

Scorning  the  let  of  so  uuequall  foe : 

But  natnemore  would  that  corageous  swayne 

To  her  yeeld  passage,  gainst  his  lord  to  goe ; 

But  with  outrageous  strokes  did  him  restraine, 

And  with  his  body  bard  the  way  atwixt  them  twaine. 

Then  tooke  the  angrie  witch  her  golden  cup,  14 

Which  still  she  bore,  replete  with  magick  artes ; 

Death  and  despeyre  did  manv  thereof  sup, 

And  secret  poyson  through  their  inner  partes ; 

Th'  etemall  bale  of  heane  wounded  harts : 

Which,  after  charmes  and  some  enchauntments  said. 

She  lightly  sprinkled  on  his  weaker  partes : 

Therewith  his  sturdie  corage  soon  was  quavd. 

And  all  his  sences  were  with  suddein  di^ad  dismayxL 

So  downe  he  fell  before  the  cruell  beast,  16 

Who  on  his  neck  his  bloody  clawes  did  siese. 

That  life  uigh  crusht  out  of  his  panting  brest : 

No  powre  he  had  to  stirre,  nor  will  to  ri«e. 

That  when  the  carefull  knight  gan  well  arise, 

He  lightly  lefl  the  foe  with  whom  he  fought, 

And  to  the  beast  gan  tume  his  enterprise ; 

For  wondrous  anguish  in  his  hart  it  wrought. 

To  see  his  loved  squyre  into  such  thraldom  brought ; 

And,  high  advaimciug  his  blood-thirstie  blade,  16 

Stroke  one  of  those  deformed  heades  so  sore. 

That  of  his  puissance  proud  eusample  made ; 

His  monstrous  scalpe  down  to  his  teeth  it  tore, 

And  that  misformed  shape  misshaped  more : 

A  sea  of  blood  gusht  from  the  gapmg  wownd. 

That  her  ffay  garments  staynd  with  nlthy  gore. 

And  overflowed  all  the  field  arownd ; 

That  over  shoes  in  blood  he  waded  on  the  grownd. 
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nemt  he  Tored  for  exceeding  paine,  17 

Tbat  to  hare  heard,  great  horror  would  have  bred ; 

And  tooorgin^  th'  emptie  ayre  with  his  long  trayne. 

Throng  great  impatience  of  hia^eved  h^ 

Hid  goTBeooa  ryder  from  her  lofbe  sted 

"Woi^  hare  cast  downe,  and  trodd  in  dnrty  myie» 

Had  not  the  f^ya^^i^^  aoone  her  auocoored ; 

Who,  al  enrag'd  with  smart  and  frantick  yre, 

Caaie  hurtling  in  foil  fiers,  and  forst  the  kni^re^sne. 

Hie  faroe,  which  wont  in  two  to  be  diapent,  IS 

In  one  alone  left  hand  he  now  unites, 

Which  ia  throogh  rage  more  strong  than  both  were  erst ; 

With  which  his  hideons  club  aloft  he  dites. 

And  at  hia  foe  with  fiinons  rigor  smites. 

That  strongeet  oake  mi^t  seeme  to  overthrow : 

The  stroke  upon  his  shield  so  heavie  Utes, 

Ihat  to  the  ground  it  doubleth  him  full  low  i-^ 

Wrhat  mortial  wight  oonJd  erer  beare  so  monstrous  blow? 

And  in  his  fall  his  shield,  that  covered  was,  19 

l>id  looae  his  vele  bj  chaunce,  and  open  flew ; 

The  light  whereof,  that  hevens  light  did  pas, 

Sodi  biasing  brightnesse  through  the  ajer  threw. 

That  eye  mote  not  the  same  endure  to  vew. 

Wlui^  when  the  g]rannt  spjde  with  staling  eye. 

He  downe  let  fall  his  arme,  and  soft  withdrew 

His  weapon  hu^,  that  heaved  was  on  hye 

For  to  mave  alam  the  man,  that  on  the  ground  did  lye. 

And  Ae  the  fruitfull-headed  beast,  amazd  20 

At  flashing  beames  of  that  sunshiny  shield, 

Becanae  stark  blind,  and  all  his  senoes  dazd* 

That  downe  he  tumbled  on  the  durtie  field. 

And  seemd  himselfe  as  conquered  to  yield. 

WThom  when  his  maistresse  proud  peroeiv'd  to  £el11, 

Whilee  yet  his  feeble  feet  for  faintneese  reeld. 

Unto  the  gy  aunt  lowdlv  she  gan  call ; 

"O !  helpe,  Orgoglio ;  nelpe,  or  els  we  perish  alL" 

At  her  so pitteous  ciy  was  muchamoov*d  21 

Her  dkampion  stout ;  and,  for  to  ayde  his  frend, 

Againe  his  wonted  angry  weapon  proov'd, 

Bot  a&  in  vaine:  for  he  has  redd  nis  end 

Inthat  bri^t  shield,  and  all  their  foroes  sp^end 

Ihemsdves  in  vaine :  for,  since  that  glauncing  sight. 

He  hath  no  powre  to  hurt,  nor  to  defend. 

As  where  th  Almighties  lightning  brond  does  light. 

It  dimmea  the  dated  eyen,  and  daxinta  the  sences  quig^t 
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Whom  when  the  prince,  to  batteill  new  addrest  23 

And  threatninff  hu^h  his  dreadful!  stroke,  did  see. 

His  sparkling^  Dlaoe  about  his  head  he  blest. 

And  smote  on  quite  his  left  leg  by  the  knee. 

That  downe  he  tombled;  as  an  aged  tree, 

Hiffh  growing  on  the  top  of  rocky  olift, 

Whose  hart-strings  with  keene  Steele  nigh  hewen  be ; 

The  mightie  trunck  halfe  rent  with  rag^nl  rift 

Doth  roll  adowne  the  rocks,  and  fall  with  fearefoll  drift. 

Or  as  a  castle,  reared  high  and  round,  23 

By  subtile  engins  and  malitious  slight 

Is  undermined  from  the  lowest  ground, 

And  her  foundation  forst,  and  feebled  quiffht, 

At  last  downe  falles ;  and  with  her  heaped  hight 

Her  hastie  ruine  does  more  heaWe  make, 

And  yields  it  selfe  uato  the  yictours  might : 

Such  was  this  syaunts  fall,  that  seemd  to  shake 

The  stedfast  globe  of  earth,  as  it  for  feare  did  quake. 

The  knight  then,  lightly  leaping  to  the  pray,  21 

With  mortall  Steele  him  smot  againe  so  sore. 

That  headlesse  his  unweldy  bodie  lay. 

All  wallowd  in  his  owne  fowle  bloody  gore. 

Which  flowed  from  his  wounds  in  wouarous  stDre. 

But,  soone  as  breath  out  of  his  brest  did  pas, 

That  hu^e  great  body,  which  the  gyaunt  bore. 

Was  Tanisht  quite ;  and  of  that  monstrous  mas 

Was  nothing  left,  but  Uke  an  emptie  blader  was. 

Whose  grievous  fall  when  false  Duessa  spyde,  25 

Her  golden  cup  she  cast  unto  the  ground, 

And  crowned  mitre  rudely  threw  asyde : 

Such  percing  griefe  her  stubborne  hart  did  wound. 

That  she  coma  not  endure  that  dolefull  stound ; 

But,  leaving  all  behind  her,  fled  away : 

The  light-foot  squyer  her  quickly  turnd  around. 

And,  by  hard  meanes  enforcing  her  to  stay. 

So  brought  onto  his  lord,  as  his  deserved  pray. 

The  roiall  vir^  which  beheld  from  farre,  26 

In  pensive  plight  and  sad  perplexitie. 

The  whole  atcnievement  of  ttus  doubtftdl  wazTC» 

Came  running  fast  to  greet  his  victorie. 

With  sober  gladnesse  and  myld  modestie ; 

And,  with  sweet  iiwous  cheare,  him  thus  bespake : 

"  Fayre  braimch  of  noblesse,  flowre  of  chevalrie. 

That  with  your  worth  the  world  amazed  make. 

How  shall  1  quita  the  paynes,  ye  suffer  for  my  sake? 
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"And  joo,  freah  budd  of  Tertoe  sprinfling  fart,  27 

'Whom  these  tad  ejres  saw  nigh  unto  Deaths  dore, 
What  hath  poore  vin^  for  such  peril!  past 
Wherewith  you  to  reward?    Accept  therefore 
Hj  simple  selfe,  and  service  eTermore. 
And  He  that  high  does  sit,  and  all  things  see 
"With  eqnall  eye,  their  me  rites  to  restore. 
Behold  what  ye  this  da^  have  done  for  mee ; 
And,  what  I  cannot  quite,  requite  with  usuree ! 

"Bat  sith  the  heavens,  and  vour  faire  handeling,  29 

Have  made  yoa  master  of  the  field  this  day ; 

YoQT  fortune  maister  eke  with  governing. 

And,  well  begonne,  end  all  so  well,  I  pray ! 

17e  let  that  wicked  woman  scape  awav ; 

For  she  it  ia«  that  did  my  lord  oethrall. 

My  dearest  lord,  and  deepe  in  dongeon  lay ; 

\|  here  he  his  better  dayes  hath  wasted  all : 

0  heare,  how  piteous  he  to  you  for  ay d  does  call  1** 

Forthwith  he  gave  in  charge  unto  his  squyre,  29 

That  scarlet  whore  to  keepen  carefully ; 

Whiles  he  himselfe  with  greedie  great  desyre 

Into  the  castle  entred  foroblr. 

Where  hving  creature  none  he  did  espye : 

Then  gan  he  loudly  through  the  house  to  call; 

But  no  man  card  to  answere  to  his  crye : 

There  raignd  a  solemne  silence  over  all ; 

Kcv  voioe  waa  heard  nor  wight  was  seene  in  bowre  or  hall  I 

At  last»  with  creeping  crooked  pace  forth  came  30 

An  okl  old  man,  with  beard  as  white  as  snow ; 

That  on  a  staffe  his  feeble  steps  did  frame, 

And  ^uyde  his  wearie  gate  both  too  and  fro ; 

For  his  eye -sight  him  lay  led  long  ygo : 

And  on  his  arme  a  bounch  of  keyes  he  bore. 

The  which  unused  rust  did  overgrow : 

Those  were  the  keyes  of  every  inner  dore ; 

But  he  could  not  them  use,  but  kept  them  still  in  store. 

But  very  Uncouth  sight  was  to  behold,  81 

How  he  did  fashion  his  untoward  pace : 

For  as  he  forward  moov'd  his  footmg  old. 

So  badLward  still  was  tumd  his  wrincled  face  t 

Unhke  to  men,  who  ever,  as  they  trace, 

Bodi  feet  and  face  one  way  are  wont  to  lead. 

This  was  the  auncient  keeper  of  that  place. 

And  foster  iSather  of  the  gyaunt  dead ; 

His  fiame  Ignaro  did  his  nature  right  aread. 
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His  reverend  heares  and  holy  gravitee 
The  knight  much  honord,  as  beseemed  well ; 
And  gently  askt,  where  all  the  people  bee, 
Whicn  in  that  stately  building  wont  to  dwell 
Who  answerd  him  full  soft,  Se  could  not  tell^ 
Again  he  askt,  where  that  same  Imight  was  \k 
"Whom  great  Orgo^lio  with  his  puissaunoe  fell 
Had  made  his  cay  tive  thrall :  againe  he  sayde. 
Me  could  not  tell;  ne  ever  other  answere  made. 

Then  asked  he,  which  war  he  in  might  pas :  33 

He  could  not  tell,  againe  he  answer^. 

Thereat,  the  courteous  knight  displeased  was. 

And  said ;  "  Old  syre,  it  seemes  thou  hast  not  red 

How  ill  it  sits  with  that  same  silver  hed. 

In  yaine  to  mocke,  or  mockt  in  yaine  to  bee : 

But  if  thou  be,  as  thou  art  pourtrahed 

With  Natures  pen,  in  ages  grave  degree^ 

Aread  in  graver  wise  what  I  demaund  of  Uiee." 

His  answere  likewise  was,  Se  could  not  teU.  34 

Whose  senceless  speach,  and  doted  ignorance, 

Whenas  the  noble  prince  had  marked  well, 

He  ghest  his  nature  by  his  countenance ; 

And  calm'd  his  wralh  with  goodly  temperance. 

Then,  to  him  Bteppiug,  from  his  arme  did  reache 

Those  keyes,  ana  made  himselfe  free  enteranoe. 

Each  dore  he  opened  without  any  breach : 

There  was  no  barre  to  stop,  nor  foe  him  to  empeach. 

There  all  within  full  rich  arayd  he  found,  85 

With  royall  arras,  and  resplendent  ffold. 

And  did  with  store  of  every  thin^  aoound. 

That  greatest  princes  presence  might  behold. 

But  afl  the  floore  (too  filthy  to  be  told) 

With  blood  of  guiltlesse  babes,  and  innocents  trew. 

Which  there  were  slaine,  as  sheepe  out  of  the  fold, 

Pefiled  was ;  that  dreadfull  was  to  vew ; 

And  sacred  ashes  over  it  was  strowed  new. 

And  there  beside  a  marble  stone  was  built  36 

An  altare,  carv'd  with  cunning  vmagerv; 

On  which  trew  Christians  blood  was  otten  spilt, 

And  holy  martyres  oflen  doen  to  dye. 

With  cruell  malice  and  strong  tyranny : 

Whose  blessed  sprites,  from  underneath  the  stone. 

To  Grod  for  vengeance  cryde  continually; 

And  with  great  griefe  were  oflen  heard  to  grone ; 

That  hardest  heart  would  bleede  to  hear  their  pitc  ous  mone* 
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Hizoagli  erery  lowme  he  souglit,  and  ererie  bowr,  37 

Bat  no  where  could  he  find  that  wofal  thrall. 

At  last  he  came  onto  an  jron  doore 

That  fSMt  was  loekt ;  bat  k^  found  not  at  all 

£mopgst  that  bounch  to  open  it  withall ; 

But  in  the  same  a  Httle  grate  was  pight, 

nuoagh  which  he  sent  ms  vof  ce,  and  lowd  did  call 

With  all  hia  powre,  to  weet  if  living  wiffht 

Were  hooaed  therewithin,  whom  he  enkrgen  might. 

Hierewith  an  hoUow,  dreary,  mormnring  yoyce  38 

Tbese  pitteons  plaintes  and  doloors  did  resound ; 

**  O !  imo  is  that,  which  brings  me  happy  choyce 

Of  death,  that  here  Ire  dving  e^ery  stound. 

Yet  lire  perforce  in  balemll  darknesse  bound? 

For  now  Uiree  moones  have  changed  thrice  their  hew. 

And  have  been  thrice  hid  underneath  the  ground. 

Since  I  the  hearens  chearefidl  face  did  Tew: 

O  welcome,  thou,  tibat  doest  of  death  bring  tydings  trew! 

Whi^  when  that  champion  heard,  with  perdug  point     39 

Of  TOttj  deore  his  hart  was  thrilled  sore ; 

And  trembling  horrour  ran  through  every  ioynt 

For  rutih  of  ^ntle  knight  so  fowle  forlore : 

Which  shaking  off,  he  rent  that/ron  dore 

With  ftirions  toroe  and  indignation  fell ; 

Where  entred  in,  his  foot  could  find  no  Aore* 

Bat  aU  a  deepe  descent,  as  dark  as  hell, 

Thmt  breathea  erer  forUi  a  filthie  baneful  smelL 

Bat  neither  darkenesse  fowle,  nor  filthy  bands,  40 

Nor  noyouB  smell,  his  purpose  could  withhold 

(Sntiie  affection  hateth  moer  hands,) 

Bat  tbat  with  constant  zele  and  oorase  bold. 

After  long  paines  and  lahon  maniiblo, 

He  foandthe  meanes  that  prisoner  up  to  reare  i 

Whose  feeble  thighes,  unaole  to  uphold 

His  pbied  corse,  mm  scarse  to  light  could  beare ; 

A  nMfiill  spectacle  of  death  and  ghastly  drere* 

His  sad  dull  eies,  de^;>e  sunck  in  hollow  pits,  41 

Ooold  not  endure  th'  unwonted  sunne  to  view; 

His  bare  thin  cheekes  for  want  of  better  bits. 

And  empty  sides  deceived  of  their  dew, 

Coold  make  a  stony  hsii  his  hap  tb  rew ; 

His  rawbone  armes,  whose  mighty  brawned  bowrs 

Were  wont  to  rive  Steele  plates,  and  helmets  hew. 

Were  dene  consumed ;  and  all  his  vitall  powres 

Deogrd}  and  al  his  flesh  ihionk  up  like  withered  fiowxea. 
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'WBome  when  hk  lady  saw,  to  him  she  ran  42 

With  hasty  ioy :  to  see  him  made  her  glad. 

And  sad  to  view  his  yisa^e  pale  and  wan ; 

Who  earst  in  flowres  of  freshest  youth  was  dad. 

Tho,  when  her  well  of  teares  she  wasted  had. 

She  said :  "Ah,  dearest  lord !  what  eril  starre 

On  you  hath  frownd,  and  poured  his  influence  bad, 

That  of  your  selfe  ye  thus  Derobbed  arre. 

And  this  misseeming  hew  your  manly  lookes  doth  marre  ? 

"  But  welcome  now,  my  lord,  in  wele  or  woe,  43 

Whose  presence  I  have  lackt  too  long  a  day : 

And  fye  on  Fortune  mine  avowed  foe. 

Whose  wrathful  wreakes  themselves  doe  now  alay; 

And  for  these  wronges  shall  treble  penaunce  pay 

Of  treble  good :  good  growes  of  evils  priefe." 

The  chearlese  man,  whom  sorrow  did  dismay, 

Had  no  delight  to  treaten  of  his  griefe ; 

His  long  endured  £unine  needed  more  reliefe. 

**  Faire  lady,"  then  said  that  victorious  knight,  4i 

"  The  things,  that  grievous  were  to  doe,  or  beare. 

Them  to  renew,  I  wote,  breeds  no  delight ; 

Best  musicke  breeds  ddight  in  loathing  eare : 

But  th'  only  good,  that  growes  of  passed  feare. 

Is  to  be  wise,  and  ware  of  like  agem. 

This  dues  ensample  hath  this  lesson  deare 

Deepe  written  in  my  heart  with  yron  pen, 

I%at  blisse  may  not  abide  in  state  qfmortaU  men, 

**  Henceforth,  sir  knight,  take  to  you  wonted  strength,     45 

And  maister  these  mishaps  with  patient  might : 

liOe,  where  your  foe  lies  stretcht  m  monstrous  length  1 

And  lo,  that  wicked  woman  in  your  sight, 

The  roote  of  all  your  care  and  wretched  plight, 

Now  in  your  powre,  to  let  her  Uve,  or  die." 

"  To  doe  her  die,"  quoth  Una,  "  were  despig^t, 

And  shame  t'avenge  so  weake  an  enimy ; 

But  spoile  her  of  her  scarlet  robe,  and  let  her  fly." 

So,  as  she  bad,  that  witch  they  disaraid,  40 

And  robd  of  roiall  robes,  and  purple  nail. 

And  ornaments  that  richly  were  displaid ; 

Ne  spared  they  to  strip  her  naked  alL 

Then,  when  they  had  despoyled  her  tire  and  call. 

Such,  as  she  was,  their  eies  might  her  behold. 

That  her  misshaped  narts  did  them  appall ; 

A  loathy,  wrinckled  nag,  ill-favoured,  old, 

Whose  secret  fllth  good  manners  biddeth  not  be  told. 
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lj«r  CMfty  hemd  was  altoRetlxer  bjld, 

•And,Mm hate  of  hoaoraXile  elcL, 
^•«  overi^rowne  ^with  seurre  &iid  filthy  gcaij . 
S^tntii  out  of  her  rotten,  er^^^iines  were  fel<L 
^^fed  her  Bovrre  breatH  abbomiruibly  smeld ; 
Hff  dried  dugs,  Ijrke  bladflgirg  lacking  wind, 
fitx^  downe,  and  filtby  m&tt^er  from  them  weld  • 
Har  wmled  skin,  as  Toni^b  as  maple  rind,  ' 

Sosesbby  was,  that  wouki  Ix&ve  loathd  all  womankind. 


^Qer  nesther  parts,  tbe  sbaxne  of  all  her  kind, 
Mj  cbaster  Muse  for  shame  doth  blosh  to  write  • 
DQt  at  her  rompe  sbe  ^^rowrin.^  had  behind 
k  fazes  taOe,  with  dong^  all  fowly  dight : 
ind  dee  her  feete  most  monstrous  were  in  sifht  • 
For  one  of  them  was  like  an.  eagles  eUw,  ' 

With  eriping  talannts  armd  to  greedy  Bght  • 
Hie  other  hke  a  beares  uneven  i>aw:  ' 

Miore  a^y  shape  yet  never  living  aeatnre  saw. 

W)ii^  when  the  knuphts  beheld,  amazd  tl^y  were 
Aad  wondred  at  so  fbwle  deformed  wight. 
'  Sodi  then,'*  said  Una,  "  as  she  seemeth  here 
Sjdi  u  the  fkce  of  falsehood  ;  such  the  sight ' 
Of  fewle  Doessa,  when  ber  borrowed  light 
^«  laid  away,  and  connterfesannce  knowne." 
Tans  when  the.r  had  tbe  witch  disrobed  qoight, 
4jx2  all  her  filthy  feature  open  showne, 
Tj«ylethergoeat  will,  a«^^ '•zander  waies  unknowne. 

Sbee,  Byins  &st  from  beavens  hated  face. 

Aad  fixnn  Sie  world  that  ber  discovered  wide, 

Jled  to  the  wastfnll  wadernesse  apace, 

from  hvinfi  eies  ber  open  shame  to  hide; 

lad  Jorkt  in  ro<is  an^p^^^fJ:  ^^H  unespide. 

Bat  tliat  &ire  crew  of  lcM«ht«,  and  Una  faire. 

Did  in  that  castle  afterw«d«  abide. 

To iwt  themselves  ^^'^f^SiTT'!?^ '     , 

Wk«e  store  tbex  fowawi  or  al,  that  dainty  was  and  rare. 
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CANTO   IX. 


Bit  Unret  and  Ilgn*fe  Aithnre  t«Ilt: 

The  knif  hu  knitt  friendly  bands : 
Sir  Treviaan  flies  from  Despeyre, 

Wliom  Bedcroe  knight  withstands. 

O !  oooDLT  golden  ohayne,  wherewith  yfere  1 

The  vertueB  Imked  are  in  loTely  wize ; 

And  noble  nundes  of  yore  allyed  were. 

In  brave  poorsuitt  of  chevaht)a8  emprize, 

That  none  did  others  safety  despize, 

Nor  aid  envy  to  him,  in  need  that  stands ; 

But  Mendly  each  did  others  praise  devize* 

How  to  advaonoe  with  fiivourable  hands,  [band^. 

Ab  this  good  prince  redeemd  the  Bedcrosse  knight  from 

Who  when  their  powres,  empayrd  through  labor  long,       2 

With  dew  repast  they  had  recured  well. 

And  that  weake  captive  wight  now  wexed  strong ; 

Them  list  no  Lenger  there  at  leasure  dwell. 

But  forward  fare,  as  their  adventures  fell : 

But,  ere  they  parted,  Una  faire  besought 

That  straunger  knu^t  his  name  and  nation  tell ; 

Least  so  |n^at  good,  as  he  for  her  had  wrought, 

Should  die  unknown,  and  buried  be  in  thanklea  thought 

"  Faire  virgin,"  said  the  prince,  "  yee  me  require  3 

A  thing  wiuiout  the  ccnnpas  of  my  witt : 

For  both  the  lignage,  ana  the  certein  sire. 

From  which  I  spron^,  from  mee  are  hidden  yitt. 

For  all  so  soone  as  life  did  me  admitt 

Into  this  world,  and  shewed  hevens  light. 

From  mother's  pap  I  taken  was  unfitt. 

And  streight  deUver'd  to  a  Fary  knight, 

To  be  upbroofl^t  jn  gentle  thewes  and  martiall  might 

••Unto  old  Timon  he  me  brought  by  live;  4 

Old  Timon,  who  in  youthly  yeares  hath  beene 

In  warlike  feates  th  ezpertest  man  alive, 

And  is  the  wisest  now  on  earth  I  weene: 

His  dwelling  is,  low  in  a  valley  greene. 

Under  the  loot  of  Sauran  mossy  bore, 

^rom  whence  the  river  Dee,  as  silver  deene. 

His  tombling  biUowes  rolls  with  gentle  rore ; 

There  all  my  daies  he  traind  me  up  in  vertuous  lore. 
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*  TliethpT  the  great  magicien  Merlin  came,  6 

Am  ipraa  his  use,  ofttimes  to  yisitt  xnee; 
Far  he  had  char^  my  discipline  to  firame, 

And  tutors  noanture  to  oversee. 

fihn  oft  and  oft  I  aakt  in  privity, 

Of  what  loines  and  what  lignage  I  did  spring, 

^Whoae  aonswere  bad  me  still  assured  bee, 

Himt  I  was  Sonne  and  heire  unto  a  king. 

As  time  in  her  lust  term  the  tiruth  to  light  should  bring.** 

.  '*  "Well,  worthy  impe,'*  said  then  ihe  lady  gent,  6 

**  And  pupil  fitt  for  sueh  a  tutors  hand ! 
3iit  what  adventure,  or  what  high  intent, 
Hath  brooght  you  hether  into  Fary  land, 
Aread,  Prince  Arthure,  erowne  of  martial]  band  P** 
•*  FuU  hard  it  is,**  quoth  he,  "  to  read  aright 
The  ooorse  of  heavenl  v  cause,  or  understand 
Tlie  secret  meaning  of  th'  Et^mall  Might,  rwig;ht. 

That  rulea  mens  waies,  and  rules  the  thoughts  of  living 

"  For  whether  He,  through  fatal  deepe  foresight,  7 

Me  hither  sent,  for  cause  to  me  unghest ; 

Or  that  fresh  bleeding;  wound,  which  day  and  night 

Whilome  doth  rancle  m  my  riven  brest, 

'With  forced  fury  following  his  behest, 

Me  hether  brought  by  wayes  yet  never  found ; 

Tea  to  have  helpt  I  hold  myself  yet  blest." 

**  Ah !  courteous  knight,"  quoth  she,  "  what  secret  wound 

Coold  ever  find  to  grieve  the  gentlest  hart  on  ground  P" 

"  Deare  dame,"  quoth  he,  "  vou  sleeping  sparkes  awake,    8 

Whi^  troubled  once,  into  nuge  flames  will  grow; 

Ne  ever  will  their  fervent  fury  slake. 

TiO  living  mo/sture  into  smoke  do  flow. 

And  wasted  life  doe  lye  in  ashes  low. 

Tet  sithens  silence  lesseneth  not  my  fire. 

Bat,  told,  it  flames ;  and,  hidden,  it  does  glow; 

I  wiD  levele  what  ye  so  much  desire : 

Ah!  Lore,  lay  down  thy  bow,  the  whiles  I  may  respyre. 

•  It  was  in  freshest  flowre  of  youthly  yeares,  9 

When  oorage  first  does  creepe  in  manly  chest; 

Then  first  that  cole  of  kindly  heat  appeares 

To  kindle  love  in  eveir  Uving  brest : 

Bat  me  had  wamd  old  Hmons  wise  behest. 

Those  creeping  flames  by  reason  to  subdew. 

Before  their  rage  grew  to  so  great  unrest, 

As  miserable  lovers  used  to  rew. 

Which  still  wex  dd  in  woe,  whiles  woe  stall  wexeth  new. 

Digitized  by  CjOOQIC 


86  TRS  71SBIX  Q17BENS. 

*'  That  ydle  name  of  love,  and  lovers  life,  lO 

Ab  losse  of  time,  and  vertues  enimj, 

I  ever  scorn 'd,  and  ioyde  to  stirre  up  strife. 

In  middest  of  their  moumfull  tragedy; 

Ay  wont  to  lau^h,  when  them  I  heard  to  cry. 

And  blow  the  nre,  which  them  to  ashes  brent : 

Their  god  himselfe,  grievd  at  my  hbertie, 

Shott  many  a  dart  at  me  with  ners  intent ; 

But  I  them  warded  all  with  waiy  government. 

"  But  all  in  vaine ;  no  fort  can  be  so  strong,  11 

Ne  fleshly  brest  can  armed  be  so  sownd. 

But  will  at  last  be  wonne  with  battrie  long, 

Or  unawares  at  disadvantage  fownd : 

Nothing  is  sure  that  growes  on  earthly  grownd. 

And  who  most  trustes  in  arme  of  fleslily  might. 

And  boastes  in  beauties  chaine  not  to  be  bownd. 

Doth  soonest  fall  in  disaventrous  fight, 

And  yeeldes  his  caytive  neek  to  victours  most  despi^ht. 

"  Ensample  make  of  him  your  haplesse  ioy,  13 

And  of  my  selfe  now  mated,  as  ye  see ; 

"Whose  prouder  vaunt  that  nroud  avenging  boy 

Did  soone  pluck  downe,  ana  curbd  my  libertee. 

For  on  a  dajr,  prickt  forth  with  ioUitee 

Of  looser  life  and  heat  of  hardiment, 

!Baunp;ing  the  forest  wide  on  courser  free. 

The  nelds,  the  floods,  the  heavens,  with  one  consent. 

Did  seeme  to  laugh  on  me,  and  favour  mine  intent. 

"  Forwearied  with  my  sportes,  I  did  alight  13 

From  loflie  steed,  and  downe  to  sleepe  me  layd : 

The  verdant  gras  my  couch  did  goodly  dight, 

And  pillow  was  my  lielmett  fayre  display d : 

Whiles  every  sence  the  humour  sweet  embi^d, 

And  slombnng  soft  mv  hart  did  steale  away. 

Me  seemed,  by  my  side  a  royall  mayd 

Her  daintie  limbes  full  soflly  down  did  lay : 

8o  fayre  a  creature  yet  saw  never  sunny  day. 

"  Most  goodly  glee  and  lovely  blandishment  14 

She  to  me  made,  and  badd  me  love  her  deare; 

For  dearely  sure  her  love  was  to  me  bent. 

As,  when  iust  time  expired,  should  api>eare. 

But,  whether  dreames  delude,  or  true  it  were. 

Was  never  hart  so  ravisbt  with  delight, 

Ne  living  man  like  wordes  did  everneare. 

As  she  to  mo  delivered  all  that  night ; 

And  at  her  parting  said,  she  Queene  of  Faries  hight. 
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* ^WbcB^T  swoke,  snd  iaiiik<i  lier  plaee  derojd,  15 

And  Bcmoht  bat  pressed  c^ras  'wliere  she  had  (7609 
1  mronred  aH  ao  uradk  as  earst  X  ioyd, 
Aad  WMWtd  all  Iter  place  ^vritii.  ^w^afeiy  even. 
¥tob  t^«t  day  fortli  X  lorr'd  iliat  iMceCdryne; 
Ytok  tliat  day  forih  X  caat  in  earefbll  mjnd. 
To  wck  ber  out  wiUi  labor  and  kmg  trne, 
Aad aerer  xowd  to  rest  till  ber  X  ^d: 
'Sjmt  monethe*  X  seek  in.  Taiii^  yet  niH  tint  tow  vnl^yiid." 


I M  lie  apake,  bis  ▼iaase  ^wexed  pde^  JB 

Aadckazmge  of  kew  great  passi^M  did  bewiay ; 
Tctt  adll  he  atrore  to  doke  bis  inward  htlt, 
Aad  Idde  tbe  omoke  tbat  did  bia  Gre  display; 
131  sentle  Una  tbos  to  bixn  gan  saj; 
''Okippy  Qoeene  of  Fariea,  that  hast  fownd, 
Maofat  many,  one  tbat  witb  bis  proweme  minr 
DdeDd  tbine  booovur,  and  tby  foea  confownd? 
T^ae  loves  are  often  aawn,  but  seldom  grow  on  grownd.** 

"lkiBe,0!  tbeB,""  said  tbe  gentle  Bedaoe8ekiiigIit»       17 

"  Next  to  tbat  ladies  lorre,  shall  be  the  plsee, 

O  &yTCst  Tirsxn,  fall  o€  bearenly  light, 

Wboae  wondrous  faitb  exceeding  earthly  race, 

Waa  firmest  fixt  in  mjme  extremest  case. 

And  yoo,  my  lord,  tbe  pafctxone  of  my  life. 

Of  tba  s^reat  qneene  mny  wefl  gaine  wortliie  graee; 

For  anbe  wcvtbie  yon  tbro««B  prowes  priefe, 

Tf  firiBS  nuna  mote  woxtlne  be^  to  be  her  liefe." 

80  dwenly*BOoarsiiM?^t*»«r  lores,  IS 

Hie  golden  sonne  bis  fcu'^'^^  head  gan  shew. 

And  asd  remembrannce  now  the  prince  amores 

With  fresh  desire  bis  voy^getopursew: 

Ab  Una  earad  ber  tm^cJl  ffl^^^- 

Tbea  those  two  knig;l&t*»  fast  friendship  for  to  Vynd, 

And  lore  establish  eaci^  to  other  trew, 

Gsre  goodly  gif^,  ti^e  miS^et  of  gratefull  mynd. 

Ami  4£e,  ms  pledges  flrsne,  right  hands  together  iojnd. 

Prioee  Arthur  gave  sfc  boxe  of  diamond  sore,  19 

Ealwwd  with  f^oUl  strkd  ^wgeoua  ornament^ 
Jfiam  wer^  dom^  ^^^  ^pe  of  liquor  pure, 

/^f^Z^Lnd  wortii^  «»4  ^^^^  excellent, 

Cfnodr^^^^^^^^j^  1^  incontinent. 

-O*^  ^-^  ^i^^Ste,  tJi^  K«i«08se  knight  him  fe. 
^^^^^  ^  ISS^  Ui*  SAveonra  T«uSient 
^  b**>*^r^^|r^oUUn  better,  rich  and  brare; 
^••^2^u^ro»*Sxx>»*  fc^5M«,  Mklhable  sottlea  tosave. 
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Thus  beene  they  parted ;  Arthur  on  his  way  2^ 

To  seeke  his  love,  and  th'  other  for  to  fight 

With  Unaes  foe,  that  all  her  reakne  dia  pray. 

But  she,  now  weighing  the  decayed  plight. 

And  shrunken  S3rnewe8  of  her  chosen  knight. 

Would  not  a  while  her  forward  course  pursew, 

Ne  bring  him  forth  in  face  of  dreadfidl  fight, 

Till  he  recovered  had  his  former  hew: 

For  him  to  be  yet  weake  and  wearie  well  she  knew. 

So  as  they  trareild,  lo !  ther  gan  espy  21 

An  armed  knight  towards  them  gallop  fast^ 

That  seemed  from  some  feared  foe  to  fly. 

Or  other  griesly  thing,  that  him  aghast. 

Still,  as  he  fledd,  his  eye  was  backward  cast, 

As  if  his  feare  still  followed  him  behynd : 

Als  flew  his  steed,  as  he  his  bandes  had  brast, 

And  with  his  winged  heeles  did  tread  the  wynd. 

As  he  had  been  a  fole  of  Pegasus  his  kynd. 

Nigh  as  he  drew,  he  might  perceive  his  head  22 

To  DO  unarmd,  and  curld  uncombed  heares 

IJpstaring  stifle,  dismaid  with  dnoouth  dread: 

Kor  dro^  of  blood  in  all  his  face  appeares, 

Nor  life  m  limbe ;  and  to  increase  his  feares. 

In  fowle  reproach  of  knighthoodes  fayre  degree. 

About  his  neck  an  hempen  rope  he  weares. 

That  with  his  glistring  armes  does  ill  agree: 

But  he  of  rope,  or  armes,  has  now  no  memoree. 

The  Bedcrosse  knight  toward  him  crossed  fivst,  23 

To  weet  what  mister  wight  was  so  dismayd : 

There  him  he  Andes  all  senoeless  and  aghast, 

That  of  himselfe  he  seemd  to  be  airayd ; 

Whom  hardly  he  from  flying  forward  stayd. 

Till  he  these  wordes  to  him  deliver  might ; 

"  Sir  knight,  aread  who  hath  ye  Uius  arayd. 

And  eke  from  whom  make  ye  this  hasty  flight? 

For  never  knight  I  saw  in  such  missoeming  plight** 

He  answerd  nought  at  all ;  but  adding  new  2i 

Fear  to  his  first  amazment,  staring  wyde 

With  stony  eyes  and  hartlesse  hollow  hew, 

Astonisht  stood  as  one  that  had  aspyde 

Infemall  Furies  with  their  chaines  untyde. 

Him  yett  againe,  and  yett  againe,  bespake 

The  gentle  knight:  who  nought  to  him  replyde; 

But  trembling  every  ioint  did  inly  quake* 

And  fdtring  tongue  at  last  these  words  seemd  forth  to  shake : 
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**  For  Gods  deare  lore,  sir  kni^t,  doe  me  not  stay;  26 

For  loe !  he  eomes,  he  comes  fast  after  mee ! 

Eft  loc^inff  hack  woald  faine  have  nmne  a  vaj : 

Boi  be  him  forst  to  stay,  and  tellen  free 

The  MiCTete  caose  of  his  perolexitie : 

Tet  nathemore  hj  his  bold  nartie  speach 

Could  his  blood-m>sen  heart  emboldned  bee, 

But  through  his  boldnes  rather  feare  did  reach ; 

Yen,  font,  at  hist  he  made  through  silence  suddein  breach : 

"  And  am  I  jyofw  in  safetia  sure,"  quoth  he,  26 

"  FrcHn  him,  that  would  haye  forced  rae  to  dye? 

And  is  the  point  of  death  now  tumd  fro  mee. 

Thai  I  may  tell  this  haplesse  history  P" 

•*  Fear  nouffht,"  quoth  he,  "  no  dauoger  now  is  nye," 

**  Tlien  shall  I  you  recount  a  ruefull  cace," 

Said  he,  "the  which  with  this  unlucky  eye 

I  late  bdic^;  and,  had  not  greater  grace 

Me  tA  from  it,  had  bene  partaker  of  the  place. 

"  I  lately  ehaunst  (would  I  had  nerer  chaunst !)  27 

With  a  fayre  knight  to  keepen  oompanee, 

Sir  Terwin  hight,  that  well  himselfe  adraunst 

In  all  affiiyree,  and  was  both  bold  and  free; 

But  not  to  happy  as  mote  happy  bee: 

He  lor'd,  aa  was  his  lot,  a  lady  gent, 

ThMt  him  againe  lor'd  in  the  least  degree; 

Fbr  she  was  proud,  and  of  too  high  intent. 

And  ioyd  to  see  her  lover  languish  and  lament: 

"  Fhnn  idiom  letouming  sad  and  comfortlesse,  28 

Aa  on  the  way  together  we  did  fare. 

We  met  that  riUen,  (Grod  from  him  me  blesse !) 

That  enraed  wight,  from  whom  I  scapt  whyleare, 

A  man  of  hell,  that  calls  himselfe  Deipayre; 

Who  fint  us  greets,  and  ader  fayre  areedes 

Of  tydin^es  strannge,  and  of  adventures  rare: 

So  creepmg  dose,  as  snake  in  hidden  weedes, 

Inqpiieth  m  our  states,  and  of  our  knightly  deedes. 

"  Which  when  he  knew,  and  felt  our  feeble  harts  29 

Emboat  with  bale,  and  bitter  byting  griefe. 

Which  Love  had  launched  with  his  deadly  darts ; 

With  wounding  words,  and  termes  of  fome  repriefe, 

He  pfaickt  from  us  all  hope  of  dew  reliefe, 

ThaX  erst  us  held  in  love  of  lingring  Ufe : 

Then  hopelesse,  hartlesse,  gan  Uie  cunning  thiefe 

Penwade  ua  dye,  to  stint  all  further  strife ; 

To  me  he  lent  this  rope,  to  him  a  rusty  kmfe : 
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"  Wiih  which  sad  instrument  of  hasty  death*  90 

That  wofuU  lover  loatbing  lender  light, 

A  wyde  way  made  to  let  forth  living  breath. 

But  I,  more  fearfuU  or  more  lucky  wight, 

Dismayd  with  that  deformed  dismall  sight, 

Fledd  faste  away,  half  dead  with  dying  feare; 

Ne  yet  assur'd  of  life  by  you,  sir  knights 

Whose  like  infirmity  Uke  chaunce  may  beare : 

But  €rod  you  never  let  his  charmed  speadies  hearer* 

•*  How  many  a  man,"  said  he,  "  with  idle  speach  31 

Be  wonne  to  spoyle  the  castle  of  his  health  P" 

"  I  wotc,"  quoth  he,  "  whom  triall  late  did  teach. 

That  like  would  not  for  all  this  worlde^  wealth. 

His  subtile  toog,  like  dropping  honny,  mealt  h 

Into  the  heart,  and  searcheth  eveiy  vaine ; 

That,  ere  one  be  aware,  by  secret  stealth 

His  powre  is  reft  and  weaknes  doth  remaine. 

O  never,  sir,  desire  to  try  his  guilefull  traine  V 

"  Certes,"  sayd  he,  "  hence  shall  I  never  rest,  33 

Till  I  that  treachours  art  have  heard  and  tryde : 

And  you,  sir  knight,  whose  name  mote  I  request^ 

Of  grace  do  me  unto  his  cabin  guyde/' 

"  I,  that  hight  Trevisao,"  quoth  he,  "  will  ryde» 

Against  my  liking,  backe  to  do  you  graee : 

But  not  for  gold  nor  glee  will  I  abyde 

By  you,  when  ye  arrive  in  that  same  place : 

For  lever  had  I  die  then  see  his  deadly  face." 

Ere  long  they  come,  where  that  same  wicked  wight  33 

His  dwelling  has,  low  in  an  hollow  cave, 

Far  underneath  a  craggy  cliff  ypight, 

Darke,  dolefull,  dreary,  like  a  greedy  grave. 

That  still  for  carrion  carcases  aoth  crave : 

Oa  top  whereof  ay  dwelt  the  ghastly  owle, 

S  bricking  his  balefull  note,  which  ever  drave 

Far  from  that  haunt  all  other  chearefull  fowle; 

And  all  about  it  wandring  ghostes  did  wayle  and  howle  t 

And  all  about  old  stockes  and  stubs  of  trees,  34 

Whereon  nor  fruit  nor  leafe  was  ever  seen. 

Did  hang  upon  the  ragged  rocky  knees ; 

On  whim  had  many  wretches  hanged  beene. 

Whose  carcases  were  scattred  on  the  greene. 

And  throwne  about  the  cliffs.    Arrived  there, 

That  bare-head  knight,  for  dread  and  dolefull  teene^ 

Would  faine  have  fled,  ne  durst  aprochen  neare ; 

But  th'  other  forst  him  staye,  and  comforted  in  feare* 
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^lai  dtrksome  caye  they  enter,  where  they  find  35 

Thftt  coTBed  man.  lowsittin^^  on  the  ground* 

Moain^  fuU  sadly  in  his  sullein  mind: 

His  gnesly  lockes,  long  growen  and  unbound 

Bborarea  hong  about  his  shoulders  round. 

And  hid  his  face ;  through  which  his  hollow  eyne 

Lookt  deadly  dull,  aad  stared  as  astound ; 

His  raw-bone  cheekes,  through  penurie  and  pine, 

Were  ahrcmke  into  his  iawes,  as  he  hid  never  dine. 

His  garments,  nought  but  many  ragged  clouts,  36 

With  tlK>mes  together  pind  and  patched  was. 

The  which  his  naked  sides  he  wrapt  abouts : 

And  him  beside  there  lay  upon  the  gras 

A  dreary  corse  whose  life  away  did  pas. 

An  wallowed  in  his  own  yet  luke-warme  blood, 

I%at  from  his  wouud  yet  welled  fresh,  alas  I 

In  which  a  rusty  knife  fast  fixed  stood. 

And  made  an  open  passage  for  the  gushing  flood. 

Which  piteous  spectacle,  approving  trew  37 

The  wofull  tale  that  Trevisan  had  told. 

Whenas  the  gentle  Redcrosse  knight  did  yew; 

With  fierie  zeale  he  burnt  in  courage  bold 

Him  to  arenge,  before  his  blood  were  cold ; 

And  to  the  ySlein  sayd ;  "  Thou  damned  wight. 

Hie  authour  of  this  fact  we  here  behold, 

What  iustice  can  but  iudge  against  thee  right. 

With  thine  owne  bk>od  to  j^rice  his  blood,  here  shed  in  sight?** 

"  What  franticke  fit,**  quoth  he,  "  hath  thus  distraught    33 

Thee,  foolish  man,  so  rash  a  doome  to  give? 

What  iustice  ever  other  iud^^ement  tauffht, 

Bat  he  should  dye,  who  merites  not  to  live  P 

None  els  to  death  this  man  despajrring  drive 

Bat  his  owne  guiltie  mind,  deserving  death. 

Is  then  uniust  to  each  his  dew  to  give? 

Or  let  him  d^e,  that  loatheth  living  breath  P 

Or  let  him  die  at  ease,  that  lireth  hero  unoathP 

•*  Who  travaOes  by  the  weane  wandring  way,  39 

To  come  unto  his  wished  home  in  haste, 

And  meetes  a  flood,  that  doth  his  passage  stay; 

Is  not  great  grace  to  helpe  him  over  post, 

Or  free  his  feet  that  in  the  myre  stieke  fastP 

Most  envious  man,  that  grieves  at  neighbours  good ; 

And  fond,  that  ioyest  in  the  woe  thou  hast ; 

Why  wilt  not  let  him  passe,  that  long  hath  stood 

Upon  Uie  bancke,  yet  wilt  thy  selfe  not  pas  the  flood  P 
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"  He  there  does  now  enioj  etemall  reet  40 

And  happy  ease,  which  thou  dost  want  and  orare, 

And  fnrther  from  it  daily  wanderest; 

What  if  some  little  payne  the  passage  have. 

That  makes  fr^yle  flesh  to  feare  the  bitter  ware; 

Is  not  short  payne  well  borne,  that  bringes  long  ease. 

And  layes  the  soule  to  sleepe  in  quiet  grave  P 

Sleepe  after  toyle,  port  after  stormie  seas, 

Ease  after  warre,  death  after  life,  does  greatly  please.** 

The  knight  much  wondred  at  his  suddeine  wit,  41 

And  sayd ;  "  The  terme  of  life  is  limited, 

Ne  may  a  man  prolong,  nor  shorten,  it : 

The  souldier  may  not  move  from  watchfull  sted. 

Nor  leave  his  stand  untill  his  captaine  bed." 

**  Who  life  did  limit  by  Almightie  doome." 

Quoth  he,  "  knowes  best  the  termes  established ;  • 

And  he,  that  points  the  centonell  his  roome, 

Doth  license  him  depart  at  sound  of  morning  droome. 

"  Is  not  His  deed,  what  ever  thing  is  donne  *  42 

In  heaven  and  earth  P    Did  not  He  all  create 

To  die  againe  P    All  ends,  that  was  begonne : 

Their  times  in  His  etemall  booke  of  fate 

Are  written  sure,  and  have  their  oertein  date. 

Who  then  can  strive  with  strong  necessitie, 

That  holds  the  world  in  his  still  chaunging  state; 

Or  shunne  the  death  ordaynd  by  destinie? 

When  houre  of  death  is  come,  let  none  aske  whence,  nor  why. 

"  The  lenger  life,  I  wote  the  greater  sin ;  43 

The  greater  sin,  the  greater  punishment : 

All  those  great  battels,  which  thou  boasts  to  win 

Through  strife,  and  blood-shed,  and  avengement, 

Now praysd,  hereafter  deare  thou  shalt  repent: 

For  life  must  life,  and  blood  must  blood,  repay. 

Is  not  enough  thy  evill  life  forespentP 

For  he  that  once  hath  missed  the  right  way, 

The  further  he  doth  goe,  the  ftirther  he  doth  stray. 

"  Then  doe  no  further  coe,  no  further  stray ;  44 

But  here  ly  downe,  and  to  thy  rest  betake, 

Th*  ill  to  prevent,  that  life  ensewen  may. 

For  what  nath  life,  that  ma^^  it  loved  make. 

And  gives  not  rather  cause  it  to  forsake  P 

Feare,  sicknesse,  sge,  losse,  labour,  sorrow,  strife, 

Payne,  hunger,  cold  that  makes  the  heart  to  quake; 

And  ever  fickle  fortune  rageth  rife ; 

All  which,  and  thousands  mo,  do  make  a  loathsome  life. 
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"  Thou,  wretelied  man,  of  death  hast  greatest  need,         45 

If  in  trne  bailannce  thou  wilt  weiffh  thv  state ; 

For  nerer  knight,  that  dared  warlike  deed. 

More  luckless  diMidTentores  did  amate : 

liVitnes  the  dungeon  deepe,  wherein  of  late  . 

Th J  life  shutt  up  for  death  so  oft  did  call ; 

And  tliough  good  lucke  prolonged  hath  thj  date, 

Tet  death  then  would  the  like  mishap  forestall, 

Into  the  which  hereafter  thou  maist  happen  falL 

''Why  then  doesttiiou,  Oman  of  sin,  desire  43 

To  draw  thy  dajes  forth  to  Iheir  last  degree? 

Is  not  the  measure  of  thj  sinfull  hire 

Hi^  heaped  up  with  huge  iniquitee, 

A^^inst  toe  day  of  wrath,  to  burden  theeP 

Is  not  enough,  that  to  his  ladv  mild 

Tboa  falsed  hast  thy  faith  with  periuree. 

And  sold  thj]Mlfe  to  s^re  Duessa  vild. 

With  whom  in  all  abuse  thou  hast  thyselfe  dofild  P 

''Ii  not  he  lust,  that  all  this  doth  behold  47 

From  highest  heven,  and  beares  an  equall  eie  P 

ShsU  he  thy  sins  up  in  his  knowledge  fold. 

And  guilty  be  of  thine  impietie  P 

la  not  his  law.  Let  ererr  sinner  die. 

Die  shall  all  flesh  P    What  then  muidt  needs  be  donne, 

la  it  not  better  to  doe  willinglie. 

Then  linger  iaH  the  glaa  be  all  out  rmmeP 

Death  is  the  end  of  woes :  Die  soone,  O  Faries  sonne." 

The  knight  was  much  enmored  with  his  speach,  4S 

That  as  a  swords  p(^3mt  through  his  hart  aid  perse. 
And  in  his  conscience  made  a  secrete  breach. 
Well  knowing  trew  aU  that  he  did  reherse. 
And  to  his  firaih  remembraunce  did  rererse 
Hie  ugly  yew  of  his  deformed  crimes ; 


That  ail  his  manly  powres  it  did  disperse. 
As  he  were  diarmed  with  inchaunted  rimes ; 
That  oftentimes  he  quakt,  and  fainted  oftentimes. 

In  which  amasement  when  the  miscreannt  43 

JPsrceiTed  hun  to  waver  weake  and  fraile. 
Whiles  trembling  horror  did  his  conscience  daunts 
And  hellish  anguish  did  his  soule  assaile ; 
To  drire  him  to  despaire,  and  quite  to  quaile, 
Hee  shewd  him  painted  in  a  table  plaine 
The  damned  ghosts,  that  doe  in  torments  waile. 
And  thousand  feenos,  that  doe  them  endlesse  paine 
With  fire  and  brimstone,  which  for  eyer  shall  remaine. 
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The  siglit  whereof  so  throuflrhly  him  dismaid,  50 

That  nought  but  death  before  his  eies  he  saw, 

And  ever  burning  wrath  before  him  laid. 

By  righteous  sentence  of  th*  Almighties  law. 

Then  gan  the  villein  him  to  overcraw, 

And  brought  unto  him  swords,  ropes,  poison,  fire, 

And  all  that  might  him  to  perdition  draw ; 

And  bad  him  choose  what  death  he  would  desire : 

For  death  was  dew  to  him,  that  had  proTokt  Gods  ire. 

But,  whenas  none  of  them  he  saw  him  take,  61 

He  to  him  raught  a  dagger  sharpe  and  keene. 

And  gave  it  him  in  hand :  his  hand  did  quake 

And  tremble  like  a  leafe  of  aspin  greene. 

And  troubled  blood  through  his  pale  face  was  seene 

To  come  and  goe,  with  tidings  from  the  heart. 

As  it  a  ronning  messenger  had  beene. 

At  last,  resolv'd  to  work  his  finall  smart, 

He  lifted  up  his  hand,  that  backe  againe  did  start 

Which  whenas  Una  saw,  throush  every  yaine  62 

The  crudled  cold  ran  to  her  well  of  life, 

As  in  a  swowne :  but,  soone  reliev*d  againe. 

Out  of  his  hand  she  snatcht  the  cursed  knife, 

And  threw  it  to  the  grownd,  enraged  rife, 

And  to  him  said:  ''  Fie,  fie,  faint-hearted  knight, 

"What  meanest  thou  by  this  reprochfull  strife, 

Is  this  the  battaile,  which  thou  yauntst  to  fight 

With  that  fire-mouthed  dragon,  horrible  and  bright? 

'*  Come ;  come  away,  fraile,  feeble,  fleshly  wight,  68 

Ne  let  vaine  words  bewitch  thy  manly  hart, 

Ne  diyelish  thoughts  dismay  thy  constant  spright : 

In  heavenly  mercies  hast  thou  not  a  part  P 

Why  shouldst  thou  then  despeire,  that  chosen  ortP 

Where  iustice  growes,  there  grows  eke  greater  grace. 

The  which  doth  quench  the  brond  of  hellish  sn^irt. 

And  that  accurst  hand-writing  doth  deface : 

Arise,  sir  knight ;  arise,  and  leave  this  cursed  place.** 

So  up  he  rose,  and  thence  amounted  streight  64 

Which  when  the  carle  beheld,  and  saw  his  guest 

Would  safe  depart,  for  all  his  subtile  sleight; 

He  chose  an  halter  from  among  the  rest. 

And  with  it  hong  himselfe,  unhid,  unblest. 

But  death  he  could  not  worke  himselfe  thereby  | 

For  thousand  times  he  so  himselfe  had  dros^ 

Yet  natheless  it  could  not  doe  him  die. 

Till  he  should  die  his  last,  that  is^  eternally. 
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CANTO  X 

Her  faithAin  knight  fkire  Una  brings 

To  boose  of  Holinesse : 
Where  he  is  taaght  repentanaee,  and 

The  way  to  hevenly  blease. 

What  man  is  lie,  that  boasts  of  Qeshly  might 

AimI  Taine  assurance  of  mortality, 

Whidi,  all  so  soone  as  it  doth  come  to  fight 

Against  spirftuali  foes,  yields  by  and  by, 

Or  from  the  fielde  most  cowardly  doth  fly ! 

Ne  let  the  man  ascribe  it  to  his  skill. 

That  thoroogh  grace  hath  gained  victory : 

If  any  strength  we  have,  it  is  to  ill ; 

But  all  the  good  is  Grods,  both  power  and  eke  will. 

^  thai  which  lately  hapned,  Una  saw 
That  this  her  knight  was  feeble,  and  too  faint ; 
And  all  hb  sinewes  woxen  weake  and  raw. 
Through  long  enprisonment,  and  hard  constraint, 
Which  he  endumxi  in  his  late  restraint. 
That  yet  he  mas  unfitt  for  bloody  fight. 
Therefore  to  cherish  him  with  diets  daint, 
She  cast  to  bring  him,  where  he  chearen  mighty 
'nil  he  recorered  had  his  late  decayed  plight. 

There  was  an  auncient  house  not  far  away, 

Kenowmd  throughout  the  world  for  sacred  lore 

And  pure  unspotted  life :  so  well,  they  say. 

It  gOTemd  was,  and  guided  evermore, 

Through  wisedome  of  a  matrone  grave  and  hore ; 

Whose  onely  ioy  was  to  relieve  the  needes 

Of  wretched  soules,  and  helpe  the  helpelesse  pore : 

AH  niffht  she  speut  in  bidding  of  her  bedes, 

And  all  the  day  in  doing  good  and  godly  deedes. 

Dame  Cslia,  men  did  her  call,  as  thought 

Trom  heaven  to  come,  or  thether  to  arise ; 

The  mother  of  three  daughters  well  upbrought 

In  goodly  thewes,  and  coaly  exercise : 

Hie  eldeit  two,  most  sober,  chast,  and  wise, 

Fid^a  and  Speranza,  vir^s  were ; 

Tliough  spousd,  yet  wantms  wedlocks  solemnize ; 

But  &ie  Charissa  to  a  lovely  fere 

Wat  lincked,  and  by  him  had  many  pledges  dere. 
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Arriyed  there,  the  dore  they  find  fast  lockt ;  5 

For  it  was  warely  watched  night  and  day, 

For  feare  of  many  foes ;  but,  when  they  knockt» 

The  porter  opened  unto  them  streight  way. 

He  was  an  aged  syre,  all  hory  gray, 

With  lookes  full  lowly  cast,  and  gate  full  slow, 

Wont  on  a  stafie  his  feeble  steps  to  sta^y, 

Hight  Humilta.    They  passe  in,  stoupm^  low; 

For  streight  and  narrow  was  the  way  which  he  did  show. 

Each  goodly  thing  is  hardest  to  begin  ;  6 

But,  entred  in,  a  spatious  court  thev  see, 

Both  plaine  and  pleasaunt  to  be  walked  in ; 

Where  them  does  roeete  a  francklin  faire  and  free. 

And  entertaines  with  comely  courteous  glee ; 

His  name  was  Zele,  that  him  right  well  oecame: 

For  in  his  speaches  and  behaviour  hee 

Did  labour  lively  to  expresse  the  same. 

And  gladly  did  them  guide,  till  to  the  hall  they  came. 

There  fayrely  them  receives  a  gentle  squyre.  7 

Of  mild  demeanure  and  rare  courtesee, 

Eight  cleanly  clad  in  comely  sad  attyre ; 

In  word  and  deede  that  shewd  ffreat  modestee, 

And  knew  his  good  to  aU  of  each  degree ; 

Hight  Beverence :  he  them  with  speaches  meet 

Does  faire  entreat ;  no  courting  nicetee. 

But  simple,  trew,  and  eke  imfamed  sweet, 

As  might  become  a  squyre  so  great  persons  to  greet 

And  afterwardes  them  to  his  dame  he  leades,  8  . 

That  aged  dame,  the  lady  of  the  place. 

Who  all  this  while  wafc  busy  at  her  beades ; 

Which  doen,  she  up  arose  with  seemely  grace, 

And  toward  them  mil  matronely  did  pace. 

Where,  when  that  fairest  Una  she  beheld. 

Whom  well  she  knew  to  spring  from  hevenly  race, 

Her  heart  with  ioy  unwonted  mly  sweld. 

As  feeling  wondrous  comfort  in  her  weaker  eld : 

And,  her  embracing,  said ;  **  O  happy  earth,  9 

Whereon  thy  innocent  feet  doe  ever  tread ! 

Most  vertuous  virmn,  borne  of  hevenly  berth, 

Hiat,  to  redeeme  tny  woefull  parents  head 

From  tyrans  rage  and  ever-dymg  dread, 

Hast  wandred  through  the  world  now  long  a  day, 

Yett  ceassest  not  thy  weary  soles  to  lead ; 

What  grace  hath  thee  now  hether  brought  this  wayP 

Or  doen  thy  feeble  feet  unweeting  hether  stray  P 
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**  Stnmiffe  llung  it  is  an  ennnt  Imiglit  to  see  10 

Here  in  this  place ;  or  any  other  wight, 

That  heUier  tumes  his  steps :  so  few  there  hee. 

That  chose  the  narrow  path,  or  seeke  the  right ! 

All  keepe  tiie  broad  high  way,  and  take  d^ght 

liriiX.      ..^..n.    _4.U..w.     A.~    i.^       ..^^      ^^i...-^ 
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mMoj  rather  for  to  goe  astray, 
>e  jpartakers  of  their  eviU  plight. 


And  be  jpartakers  oi  uieir  evuj  pugnc. 

Then  with  a  few  to  walke  the  nghtest  way : 

O I  foolish  men,  why  hast  ye  to  your  own  decay  P" 

"  Thj  s^fe  to  see,  and  iyred  limbes  to  rest,  11 

O  matrone  sa^/'  quoth  she,  "  I  hether  came ; 

And  this  good  knigftt  his  way  with  me  addrest, 

Ledd  with  thy  praises,  and  broad-blazed  fame, 

That  up  to  heren  is  blowne."    The  aoncient  dame 

Him  goodly  greeted  in  her  modest  gfijBe, 

And  entert^nd  them  both,  as  best  became, 

"With  all  the  court*siee  that  she  could  deTyse, 

Ke  wanted  ought  to  shew  her  bounteous  or  wise. 

Thus  as  they  gan  of  sondrie  ihinges  devise,  12 

Loe !  two  most  goodly  virgins  came  in  place, 

Tlmked  arme  in  arme  in  lovely  wise ; 

With  countenance  demure,  and  modest  grace, 

They  numbred  even  steps  and  equall  pace : 

Of  whldi  the  eldest,  that  Fidelia  hight, 

like  sunny  beames  threw  from  her  christall  face 

That  could  have  dazd  the  rash  beholders  sight, 

And  round  about  her  head  did  shine  like  hevens  light. 

She  was  araied  all  in  lily  white,  13 

And  in  her  right  hand  bore  a  cup  of  ^Id, 

With  wine  aiS  water  fild  up  to  the  high^ 

In  whidi  a  serpent  did  himselfe  enfold. 

That  horrour  made  to  all  that  did  behold ; 

Bat  she  no  whiU  did  chaunge  her  constant  mood : 

And  in  her  other  hand  she  last  did  hold 

A  booke,  that  was  both  signd  and  seald  with  blood : 

Wherein  daike  things  were  writt,  hard  to  be  understood. 

Her  youn^  sister,  that  Speranza  hight,  14 

Was  clad  m  blew,  that  her  beseemed  wcdl } 
Vot  aQ  so  diearefull  seemed  she  of  sight. 
As  was  her  sister ;  whether  dread  did  dwell 
Or  anfluish  in  her  ^lart,  is  hard  to  tell: 
Upon  her  arme  a  silver  anchor  lay. 
Whereon  she  leaned  ever,  as  befell ; 
And  ever  up  to  heven,  as  she  did  pray, 
Her  stedfiwt  eyes  were  bent,  ne  swarved  other  way* 
H 
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They,  seeing  Una,  towardes  her  gan  wend,  15 

Who  them  encounters  with  like  courtesee; 

Many  kind  speeches  they  betweene  them  spend. 

And  greatly  loy  each  othar  for  to  see : 

Then  to  the  knight  with  shamefast  modestie 

They  tume  themselves,  at  Unaes  meeke  request, 

And  him  salute  with  well  beseeming  glee: 

Who  faire  them  quites,  as  him  beseemed  best. 

And  goodUy  gan  discourse  of  many  a  noble  gest. 

Then  Una  thus ;  "  But  she,  your  sister  deare,  16 

The  deare  Chanssa,  where  is  she  become  P 

Or  wants  she  health,  or  busie  is  elswhve  P*' 

"  Ah !  no,"  said  they,  "  but  forth  she  may  not  come ; 

For  she  of  late  is  lightned  of  her  wombe. 

And  hath  encreast  the  world  with  one  sonne  more. 

That  her  to  see  should  be  but  troublesome." 

"  Indeed,"  auoth«he.  "  that  should  her  trouble  sore ; 

But  thankt  be  God,  and  her  enorease  so  evermore !" 

Then  said  the  aged  Cselia:  "  Deare  dame,  17 

And  vou,  good  sir.  I  wote  that  of  youre  toyle 

And  labors  long,  through  which  ye  hether  came. 

Ye  both  forwearied  be:  therefore  a  whyle 

I  read  you  rest,  and  to  your  bowres  reooyle.** 

Then  called  she  a  groome,  that  forth  him  ledd 

Into  a  goodly  lodge,  and  ^an  despoile 

Of  puissant  armes,  and  laid  in  easie  bedd : 

His  name  was  meeke  Obedience  rightfully  aredd. 

Now  when  their  wearie  limbes  with  kindly  rest,  18 

And  bodies  were  refresht  with  dew  repas^ 

Fayre  Una  gan  Fidelia  fayre  request. 

To  have  her  knight  into  her  schoolehous  plaste. 

That  of  her  henvenlv  learning  he  might  taste, 

And  heare  the  wisedom  of  her  wordes  divine. 

She  graunted:  and  that  knight  so  much  agraste 

That  she  him  taught  celestiall  discipline, 

ijid  opened  his  dull  eyes,  that  hght  mote  in  them  shine. 

And  that  her  sacred  booke,  with  blood  ywritt,  Id 

That  none  could  reade  except  she  did  them  teach. 

She  unto  him  disclosed  every  whitt : 

And  heavenly  documents  thereout  aid  preach. 

That  weaker  witt  of  man  could  never  reach ; 

Of  Gk)d-,  of  Grace;  of  lustice;  of  Free-will; 

That  wonder  was  to  heare  her  goodly  8i)each: 

For  she  was  hable  with  her  wordes  to  lall. 

And  rayte  againe  to  life  the  hart  that  she  did  thriU. 
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And,  wben  ihe  list  poare  oat  her  larger  sprig^t,  20 

She  woold  oommaand  the  hasty  sunne  to  sta^. 
Or  backward  tume  his  course  from  hevenB  hight : 
Sometimes  great  hoetee  of  men  she  could  dismay; 
Dry-shod  to  passe  she  parts  the  flouds  in  tway; 
And  eke  huge  mountaines  from  their  native  scat 
She  would  commaund  themselves  to  beare  away, 
And  throw  in  raging  sea  witli  roaring  threat: 
Ahnightie  God  her  gave  such  powre  and  puissaunce  great. 

The  ftuthfuTI  knight  now  grew  in  httle  space,  21 

By  hearing  her,  and  by  her  sisters  lore, 

To  inch  perfection  of  all  hevenly  grace, 

Tliat  wretched  world  he  can  for  to  abhore, 

And  mcvtall  life  gan  loath  as  thing  iorlore, 

Greerd  with  remembrance  of  his  wicked  wayes. 

And  prickt  with  anguish  of  his  sinnee  so  sore. 

That  he  desirde  to  end  his  wretched  dayee : 

So  nuich  the  dartof  sinfuU  guilt  the  soule  dismayes* 

But  wise  Speranza  gave  him  eomfort  sweet,  23 

And  taught  him  how  to  take  assured  hold 

Upon  her  silver  anchor,  as  was  meet; 

ELft  had  his  sinnes  so  great  and  manifold 

Made  him  forget  all  that  Fidelia  told. 

In  this  distressed  doubtfull  a^ny, 

When  him  his  dearest  Una  did  behold 

Disdeining  life,  desiring  leave  to  dye, 

She  finma  her  sclfe  assayld  with  great.perplezity} 

And  came  to  Codia  to  declare  her  smart;  22 

Who  well  acquainted  with  that  commune  plight. 

Which  sinfull  horror  workes  in  wounded  nart, 

Her  wisely  comforted  all  that  she  might, 

With  goodly  oounsell  and  advisement  right; 

And  streightway  sent  with  carefull  diligence. 

To  fetch  a  leach,  the  which  had  great  insight 

In  that  disease  of  grieved  conscience. 

And  well  eouid  cure  the  same;  his  name  was  PatieBoe. 

Who,  comming  to  that  sowle-diseased  knight,  Si 

Could  hardly  mm  intreat  to  tell  his  ^ef : 
Which  knowne,  and  all,  that  noyd  his  heavie  spright. 
Well  searcht,  eftsoonee  he  ffan  apply  rehef 
Of  salves  and  med'einee,  which  haid  passing  prief ; 
And  thereto  added  wordes  of  wondrous  might : 
By  which  to  ease  he  him  recured  brief. 
And  much  aswag'd  the  passion  of  his  plight, 
Thai  he  his  paine  endur'd,  as  seeming  now  more  light. 
h2 
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Bat  jet  the  cause  and  root  of  all  hb  ill,  25 

Inward  corruption  and  infected  sin. 

Not  purg'd  nor  heald,  behind  remained  still, 

Andtestring  sore  did  ranckle  yett  within, 

Close  cieepiu^  twixt  the  marow  and  the  skin : 

Which  to  extirpe,  he  laid  him  privily 

Downe  in  a  darksome  lowly  i^laoe  far  in, 

Whereas  he  meant  his  c6rrosives  to  apply. 

And  with  streight  diet  tame  his  stubbome  malady. 

In  ashes  and  sackcloth  he  did  array  28 

His  daintie  corse,  proud  humors  to  abate ; 

And  dieted  with  fasting  every  day, 

The  swelling;  of  his  woundes  to  mitigate ; 

^d  made  him  pray  both  earely  and  eke  late : 

And  ever,  as  superfluous  flesh  did  rott. 

Amendment  readie  still  at  hand  did  wagrt 

To  pluck  it  out  with  pincers  fyrie  whott 

That  soone  in  him  was  lefbe  no  one  corrupted  ioti. 

And  bitter  Penaunce,  with  an  yron  whip,  27 

Was  wont  him  once  to  disple  every  day: 

And  sharp  Bemorse  his  hart  did  prick  and  nip. 

That  drops  of  blood  thence  like  a  well  did  play: 

And  sad  Eepentance  used  to  embay 

His  body  in  salt  water  smarting  sore. 

The  filthy  blottes  of  sin  to  wash  away. 

So  in  short  space  they  did  to  health  restore 

The  man  that  would  not  live,  but  erst  lay  at  deathea  dore. 

In  which  his  torment  often  was  so  great,  28 

That,  like  a  lyon,  he  would  cry  and  rore) 

And  rend  his  flesh;  and  his  own  synewes  eat. 

His  owne  deare  Una,  hearing  evermore 

His  ruefull  shriekes  and  gronings,  oflen  tore 

Her  g^uiltlesse  garments  and  her  ffolden  heare. 

For  pitty  of  his  payne  and  anguisn  sore: 

Yet  all  with  patience  wisely  she  did  beare; 

For  well  she  wist  his  cryme  could  els  be  never  deare. 

Whom,  thus  recovered  by  wise  Patience  29 

And  trew  Eepentaunce,  they  to  Una  brought; 

Who,  ioyous  of  his  cured  conscience. 

Him  dearely  kist,  and  fa^irrely  eke  besought, 

Himselfe  to  chearish,  and  consuming  thought 

To  put  awfyr  out  of  his  oarefnll  brest 

gy  this  Charissa,  late  in  child-bed  brought. 

Was  woxen  strong,  and  left  her  fruitfulT  nest : 

To  her  fayre  Una  brought  this  unacquainted  guest. 
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She  was  a  woman  in  her  freshest  age,  90 

Of  wondrous  beauty,  and  of  bounty  rare, 

"With  good^  grace  and  comely  personage, 

ThnX  was  on  earth  not  easie  to  compare; 

Full  offfreat  love;  but  Cupids  wanton  snare 

As  heD  uie  hated ;  chaste  in  worke  and  will; 

Her  necke  and  brests  were  ever  open  bare. 

That  aj  thereof  her  babes  might  sucke  ikeir  fill ; 

The  rest  was  all  in  yeUow  robes  arayed  stilL 

A  nraltitade  of  babes  about  her  hong,  31 

PUjring  their  sportes,  that  ioyed  her  to  behold; 
'Whom  still  she  fed,  whiles  they  were  weake  and  young. 
Bat  thrust  them  forth  still  as  they  wexed  old: 
And  on  her  head  she  wore  a  tyre  of  gold, 
Adomd  with  gemmes  and  owches  wondrous  fayre, 
Whoae  passing  price  uneath  was  to  be  told : 
And  by  her  syde  there  sate  a  gentle  payre 
Of  toitle  dorea,  she  sitting  in  an  yrory  chayre. 

He  knkcht  and  Una  entnng  fayre  her  greet,  32 

And  bi<f  her  ioj  of  that  her  happy  brood ; 

"Who  Uiem  requites  with  court  sies  seeming  meet. 

And  entertaynes  with  friendly  chearefull  mood. 

Then  Una  her  besought,  to  be  so  good 

As  in  hor  Tertuous  rules  to  schoole,  her  knight, 

^ow  afier  all  his  torment  well  withstood 

In  that  sad  house  of  Penaunce,  where  his  spright 

Had  past  the  paines  of  hell  and  long-enduring  night. 

fflte  was  right  kjous  of  her  iust  request ;  33 

And,  taking  by  tne  hand  that  faeries  sonne, 

Gan  him  instnict  in  everie  good  behest, 

Of  lore ;  and  rifi:hteoiisne8s ;  and  well  to  donne. 

And  wrath  and  halared  warely  to  shonne. 

That  drew  on  men  Gods  hatred  and  his  wrath. 

And  many  soules  in  dolours  had  fordonne : 

In  which  when  him  she  well  instructed  hath. 

From  thence  to  heaven  she  teacheth  him  the  ready  path. 

Wber»n  his  weaker  wandring  steps  to  guyde,  34 

An  anncient  matrone  she  to  her  does  call, 

Whoae  sober  lookes  her  wisedom  well  descryde; 

Her  name  was  Mercy;  well  knowne  oyer  all 

To  be  both  gratious  and  eke  liberall : 

To  whom  the  carefull  charge  of  him  she  gave, 

To  kade  aright,  that  he  should  never  fall 

In  all  his  waiea  through  this  wide  worldes  wave ; 

That  men7  in  the  end  his  righteous  soule  might  save. 
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The  godl  J  matrone  by  the  hand  him  beares  S5 

Forth  from  her  presence,  by  a  narrow  wav, 
Scattred  with  bushy  thomes  and  ragged  breaies. 
Which  still  before  him  she  remov'd  away, 
That  nothing  might  his  ready  passage  stay: 
And  ever  when  his  feet  encorabred  were. 
Or  gan  to  shrinke,  or  frt)m  the  right  to  stray, 
>  She  held  him  fast,  and  firmely  did  upbeare ; 
As  careful!  nonrse  her  child  from  falling  oft  does  reare. 

Estsoones  unto  an  holy  hospitall,  86 

That  was  foreby  the  way,  she  did  him  bring ; 

In  which  seven  bead-men,  that  had  vowed  all 

Their  life  to  service  of  high  heavens  king. 

Did  spend  their  daies  in  doing  godly  thmg: 

Their  gates  to  all  were  open  evermore, 

That  by  the  wearie  way  were  traveiling ; 

And  one  sate  wayting  ever  them  before. 

To  call  in  commers-by,  that  needy  were  and  pore. 

The  first  of  them,  that  eldest  was  and  best,  37 

Of  all  the  house  had  charge  and  govemement. 

As  guardian  and  steward  of  the  rest : 

His  oflBce  was  to  give  entertainem^nt 

And  lodging  unto  all  that  came  and  went; 

Not  unto  such  as  could  him  feast  againe. 

And  double  quite  for  that  he  on  them  spent ; 

But  such,  as  want  of  harbour  did  constnune : 

Those  for  Gods  sake  his  dewty  was  to  entertaine. 

The  second  was  an  almner  of  the  place :  88 

His  office  was  the  hungry  for  to  feed. 

And  thirsty  give  to  drinke;  a  worke  of  grace: 

He  feard  not  once  himselfe  to  be  in  ne^, 

Ne  car*d  to  hoord  for  those  whom  he  did  breede: 

The  grace  of  God  he  layd  up  still  in  store, 

Which  as  a  stocke  he  lefl  unto  his  seede: 

He  had  enough ;  what  need  him  care  for  moreP 

And  had  he  lease,  yet  some  he  would  give  to  iJie  pore. 

The  third  had  of  their  wardrobe  custody,  89 

In  which  were  not  rich  tyres,  nor  garments  gay. 

The  plumes  of  pride  and  winges  of  vanity. 

But  clothes  meet  to  keep  keene  cold  away, 

And  naked  nature  seemely  to  aray; 

With  which  bare  wretched  wights  he  dayly  clad. 

The  images  of  God  in  earthly  clay; 

And  if  that  no  spare  clothes  to  give  he  had. 

His  owne  cote  he  would  out,  and  it  distribute  glad. 
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Tbe  fonrtli  appointed  bj  his  office  was  40 

Poore  prijonera  to  relieve  with  gratioas  ayd. 

And  cuyCiTes  to  redeeme  with  ^lice  of  bras 

From  TWkes  and  Sarazins,  wmch  them  had  stajd; 

And  tbon^  they  faulty  were,  yet  well  he  wayd. 

That  €rod  to  ns  forgiyeth  every  howre 

Much  more  then  that  why  they  in  bands  were  layd; 

And  he,  ^lat  harrowd  hell  with  heavie  stowre, 

The  fiudty  sooles  from  thence  brought  to  his  heavenly  bowre. 

The  fift  had  cluu*ge  sick  persons  to  attend,  41 

And  comfort  those  in  pomt  of  death  which  lay; 

For  them  most  needetn  comfort  in  the  end, 

TMien  Sin,  and  Hel),  and  Death,  doe  most  dismay 

The  feeble  soole  departing  hence  away. 

All  is  but  lost,  that  Kving  we  bestow, 

If  not  well  ended  at  our  dying  day. 

O  man !  have  mind  of  that  last  bitter  throw  | 

For  IS  the  tree  does  fall,  so  lyes  it  ever  low. 

Hie  sixt  had  charge  of  them  now  being  dead,  42 

In  seemely  sort  their  corses  to  en^ve, 

And  deck  with  dainty  flowres  their  brydall  bed, 

That  to  their  heavenly  Spouse  both  sweet  and  brave 

They  might  appeare,  when  he  their  soules  shall  save. 

The  wondrous  workmanship  of  Gods  owne  mould. 

Whose  face  he  made  all  b^tes  to  feare,  and  gave 

All  in  his  hand,  even  dead  we  honour  should. 

Ah,  dearest  God,  me  graunt,  I  dead  be  not  defould  I 

The  seventh,  now  after  death  and  buriall  done,  43 

Had  charge  the  tender  orphans  of  the  dead 

And  wydowes  ayd,  least  tn^  should  be  undone : 

In  face  of  iudgement  he  their  right  would  plead, 

"Se  ou^t  the  powre  of  mighty  men  did  dread 

In  their  defence ;  nor  would  for  gold  or  fee 

Be  wonne  their  rightfuU  causes  downe  to  tread  : 

And,  when  they  stood  in  most  necessitee, 

He  did  supply  their  want,  and  gave  them  ever  &«e. 

Iliere  when  the  elfin  knight  arrived  was,  44 

1^  first  and  chiefest  of  the  seven,  whose  care 

Was  guests  to  welcome,  towardes  him  did  pas : 

Where  seeing  Mercie,  that  his  steps  upbare 

And  atwaies  led,  to  her  with  reverence  rare 

He  humbly  louted  in  meeke  lowlinesse. 

And  seemely  welcome  for  her  did  prepare : 

For  of  their  order  she  was  patronesse, 

Albe  Charisaa  were  their  chiefest  founderesae. 
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There  she  awhile  him  stayes.  himselfe  to  rest,  45 

That  to  the  rest  more  hable  lie  might  bee: 

During  which  time,  in  every  ffoocT  behest. 

And  godly  worke  of  almes  ana  charitee, 

Shee  nim  instructed  with  great  industree. 

Shortly  therein  so  perfect  ne  became. 

That,  from  the  first  unto  the  last  degree. 

His  mortall  life  he  learned  had  to  frame 

In  holy  righteousnesse,  without  rebuke  or  blame. 

Thence  forward  by  that  painfull  way  they  pas  46 

Forth  to  an  hill,  Uiat  was  both  steepe  and  hy; 

On  top  whereof  a  sacred  chapel  was, 

And  eke  a  little  hermitage  thereby, 

Wherein  an  aged  holy  man  did  lie, 

That  day  and  night  said  his  devotion, 

"Ne  other  worldly  busines  did  apply : 

His  name  was  Hevenly  Contemplation ; 

Of  God  and  goodness,  was  his  meditation. 

Great  grace  that  old  man  to  him  given  had;  47 

For  Grod  he  often  saw  from  heavens  hight : 

All  were  his  earthly  eien  both  blunt  and  bad. 

And  through  great  age  had  lost  their  kindly  sight. 

Yet  wondrous  quick  and  pereaunt  was  his  spright. 

As  eagles  eie,  that  can  behold  the  sunne. 

That  hill  they  scale  with  all  their  powre  and  might. 

That  his  fraile  thighes,  nigh  weary  and  fordonne, 

Ghm  faile;  but,  by  her  hcdpe,  the  top  at  last  he  wonnc. 

There  they  doe  finde  that  godly  aged  sire,  48 

With  snowy  luckes  adowne  his  shoulders  shed ; 

As  hoary  frost  with  spangles  doth  attire 

The  mossy  braunches  of  an  oake  halfe  ded. 

Each  bono  might  through  his  body  well  be  red* 

And  everr  sinew  scene,  through  ms  long  fast : 

For  nouffht  he  car'd  his  carcas  long  unfed ; 

His  mind  was  full  of  spirituall  repast. 

And  pyn*d  his  flesh  to  keep  his  body  low  and  chast. 

Who,  when  these  two  approaching  he  aspide,  49 

At  their  first  presence  grew  agrieved  sore. 

That  forst  him  lay  his  hevenly  thoughts  aside ; 

And  had  he  not  diat  dame  respected  more, 

Whom  highly  he  did  reverence  and  adore, 

He  would  not  once  have  moved  for  the  knight 

They  him  saluted,  standing  far  afore ; 

Who,  well  them  greeting,  numbly  did  requight, 

And  asked,  to  what  end  Uiey  clomb  that  te<£ous  hight  P 
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"  Wlut  end,**  quoth  she, "  should  cause  us  take  such  paine,  50 

But  that  same  end,  which  erery  liying  wight 

Should  make  his  marke,  high  heaven  to  attaine  ? 

Is  not  from  hence  the  way,  that  leadeth  risht 

To  that  most  glorious  house,  that  glistreth  bright 

With  homing  starres  and  eyerliving  fire, 

Whereof  the  keies  are  to  thj  hand  behight 

'By  wise  Fidelia?  She  doth  thee  require. 

To  shew  it  to  this  knight,  according  his^  desire." 

**  llinse  ha^j  man,"  said  then  the  father  grave,  61 

"  ^liose  staggering  steps  thy  steady  hand  doth  lead, 

And  shewes  tne  way  his  sinfuU  soule  to  save ! 

Who  better  can  the  way  to  heaven  ar^ui 

Then  thou  thyselfe,  that  was  both  borne  and  bred 

In  hevenly  throne,  where  thousand  angels  shine? 

Thou  doest  the  praiers  of  the  righteous  sead 

Present  before  the  M^esty  Divine, 

And  his  avenging  wiaUi  to  clemency  incline. 

*"  Yet,  since  thou  bidst,  thy  pleasure  shal  be  donne.  62 

llien  come,  thou  man  of  earth,  and  see  the  way. 

That  never  vet  was  scene  of  Faries  sonne; 

That  never  leads  the  traveiler  astray. 

But,  after  labors  long  and  sad  delay, 

Brinffs  them  to  ioyous  rest  and  enalesse  blis. 

But  first  thou  must  a  season  fast  and  pra^, 

Tm  from  her  bands  the  spri^ht  assoiled  is. 

And  have  her  strength  recur  d  from  fraile  infirmitis." 

That  done,  he  leads  him  to  the  highest  mount;  53 

Such  one,  as  that  same  mighty  man  of  God, 

That  blood-red  billowes  hke  a  walled  front 

On  either  side  disparted  with  his  rod. 

Till  that  his  army  dry-foot  through  them  yod, 

Dwelt  forty  daies  upon ;  where,  writt  in  stone 

With  bloodv  letters  by  the  hand  of  God, 

The  bitter  doome  of  death  and  baleful!  mone 

He  did  receive,  whiles  flashing  fire  about  him  shone  r 

C^  like  that  sacred  hill,  whose  head  full  hie,  Ci 

Adomd  with  fruitfull  olives  all  arownd. 

Is,  as  it  were  for  endlesse  memory 

Of  that  deare  Lord  who  ofl  thereon  was  fownd. 

For  ever  with  a  flowring  girlond  crownd: 

Or  Hke  ^t  pleasaunt  mount,  that  is  for  ay 

Through  famous  poets  verse  each  where  renownd. 

On  whidi  ihe  thnse  three  learned  ladies  play 

Tlietr  hevenly  notes,  and  make  full  many  a  lovely  lay. 
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From  thenoe,  far  off  he  unto  him  did  shew  55 

A  little  path,  that  was  both  steepe  and  long, 

Which  to  a  goodly  citty  led  his  vew; 

Whose  wals  and  towres  were  builded  high  and  strong 

Of  perle  and  precious  stone,  that  earthly  tong 

Cannot  describe,  nor  wit  of  man  can  tell ; 

Too  high  a  ditty  for  my  simple  8ong[ ! 

The  citty  of  the  Greate  King  hight  it  well, 

Wherein  etemall  peace  and  nappinesse  doth  dwelL 

As  he  thereon  stood  gazing,  he  might  see  56 

The  blessed  Angels  to  and  fro  descend 

From  highest  heven  in  gladsome  companee^ 

And  with  great  ioy  into  that  cittv  wend, 

As  commonly  as  frend  does  with  his  frend. 

Whereat  he  wondred  mnch.  and  gan  enquere. 

What  stately  building  durst  so  high  extend 

Her  lofty  towres  imto  the  starry  sphere. 

And  what  unknowen  nation  there  empeopled  were. 

"  Faire  knight,"  quoth  he,  "  Hierusalem  that  is,  b7 

The  New  Hierusalem,  that  Grod  has  built 

For  those  to  dwell  in,  that  are  chosen  his. 

His  chosen  people  purg'd  from  sinful  guilt 

With  pretious  blood,  which  cruelly  was  spilt 

On  cursed  tree,  of  that  unspotted  Lam, 

That  for  the  sinnes  of  al  the  world  was  kilt : 

Now  are  they  saints  all  in  that  citty  sain, 

More  dear  unto  their  God  than  younglings  to  their  dam.** 

"Till  now,"  said  then  the  knight,  "  I  weened  well,  68 

That  ^eat  Cleo^lis  where  I  have  beene. 

In  which  that  fairest  Fary  Queene  doth  dwell. 

The  fairest  citty  was  that  might  be  scene ; 

And  that  bright  towre,  all  built  of  christall  dene, 

Panthea,  seemd  the  brightest  thing  that  was : 

But  now  by  proofe  all  otherwise  I  weene ; 

For  this  great  citty  that  does  far  surpas,  [gl^s.** 

And  this  bright  Angels  towre  quite  oimB  that  towre  of 

**  Most  trew,"  then  said  the  holy  aged  man ;  59 

"  Yet  is  Cleopolis,  for  earthly  frame, 

The  fairest  peece  that  eie  beholden  can ; 

And  well  beseemes  all  knights  of  noble  name. 

That  covett  in  th'  immortall  booke  of  fame 

To  be  eternized,  that  same  to  haunt. 

And  doen  their  service  to  that  soveraigne  dame. 

That  glory  does  to  them  for  guerdon  graunt : 

For  she  is  hevenly  borne,  and  heaven  may  iostly  vaunt 
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"  And  Uioa,  &ire  ymp,  sprooff  out  from  English  race,      60 

How  erer  now  acoompted  Elnns  sonne, 

Well  worthy  doest  thy  service  for  her  grace, 

To  aide  a  Tirgin  desolate  fordonne. 

But  when  thoa  famous  victory  hast  wonne, 

And  hi^  emongst  all  knights  hast  hong  thy  shield, 

Thenceforth  the  snitt  of  earthly  conauest  shonne^ 

Aod  wash  thy  hands  from  ^uilt  of  bloody  field : 

For  Uood  can  nought  but  sm,  and  wars  but  sorrows  yield. 

"  Tlien  seek  this  path  that  I  to  thee  presage,  61 

Whidi  after  all  to  heayen  shall  thee  send ; 

Then  peaceably  ^^  painefull  pilnnmage 

To  yonder  same  Hierosalem  doe  oend. 

Where  is  for  thee  ordaind  a  blessed  end : 

For  thoa  emongst  those  saints,  whom  thou  doest  see 

Shall  be  a  saint,  and  thine  owne  nations  frend 

And  patrone :  thou  Sctint  Oeorge  shalt  called  bee, 

Saimt  Qeorge  of  mery  Engl^ma,  the  signe  of  victoree." 

■  Unworthy  wretch,*'  ouoth  he,  "  of  so  great  grace,  62 

How  dare  I  thinke  such  glonr  to  attaine !" 

"  These,  that  hare  it  attayna,  were  in  like  cace," 

Quoth  he,  "  as  wretched,  and  liy'd  in  like  paine." 

**  But  deeds  of  armes  must  I  at  last  be  faine 

And  ladies  lore  to  leave,  so  dearely  bought  P" 

•*  What  need  of  armes,  where  peace  doth  ay  remaine. 

Said  he,  *'  and  battailes  none  are  to  be  fought  P 

As  for  loose  loves,  they 'are  vaine,  and  vanish  into  nought." 

" O  let  me  not,"  quoih  he,  "then  tume  againe  63 

Backe  to  the  world,  whose  ioyes  so  firuitlesse  are; 

But  let  me  here  for  aie  in  peace  remaine,      • 

Or  streightway  on  that  last  long  voiage  fare. 

That  nothing  may  my  present  hope  empare." 

**  That  may  not  be,"  said  he,  "ne  maist  thou  yitt 

Forgoe  that  royal  maides  bequeathed  care. 

Who  did  her  cause  into  thy  hand  committ. 

Till  booL  her  cursed  foe  thou  have  her  freely  quitt.** 

**  Tlien  shaU  I  soone,"  quoth  he,  "  so  God  me  grace,         61 

Abett  that  virgins  cause  disconsolate. 

And  shortly  back  retume  unto  this  place. 

To  walke  this  way  in  pilgrims  poore  estate. 

But  now  aread,  old  father,  why  of  late 

Didst  thou  belught  me  borne  of  English  blood. 

Whom  all  a  Faeries  sonne  doen  nominate  P" 

"  That  word  shall  I,"  said  he,  "  avounchen  good, 

8ith  to  thee  is  unknowne  the  cradle  of  thy  brood. 
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"  For  well  I  wote  thon  springst  from  ancient  race  65 

Of  Saxon  kinges,  that  have  with  mightie  hand. 

And  many  bloody  battailea  fought  in  place. 

High  ream  their  royall  throne  in  Britane  land. 

And  vanquisht  them,  unable  to  withstand : 

From  thence  a  Faery  thee  unweeting  reft, 

There  as  thon  slepat  in  tender  swadRng  band. 

And  her  base  Elnn  brood  there  for  thee  left : 

Such,  men  do  chaungelings  call,  so  chaong'd  by  Faeries  thet^ 

"  Thence  she  thee  brought  into  this  Faery  lond,  66 

And  in  an  heaped  furrow  did  thee  hyde ; 

Where  thee  a  ploughman  all  unweeting  fond. 

As  he  is  tovlesome  teme  that  way  did  guyde, 

And  brouglit  thee  up  in  ploughmans  state  to  byde, 

Whereof  Georgos  he  thee  gave  to  name; 

Till  prickt  with  courage,  and  thy  forces  piyde, 

To  Fary  court  thou  cam'st  to  seek  for  fame, 

And  prove  thy  puissant  armes,  as  seemes  thee  best  became/^ 

"  O  holy  sire,"  quoth  he,  "  how  shall  I  quight  67 

The  many  favours  I  with  thee  have  fownd. 

That  hast  my  name  and  nation  redd  aright, 

And  taught  the  way  that  does  to  heaven  bownd !" 

This  saiae,  adowne  he  looked  to  the  grownd 

To  have  returnd,  but  dazed  were  his  ejiie 

Through  passing  brightnes,  which  did  quite  confound 

His  feeble  sence,  ana  too  exceeding  shyiie. 

So  darke  are  earthly  thinges  compard  to  things  divine ! 

At  last,  whenas  himselfe  he  gan  to  fynd,  68 

To  Una  back  he  cast  him  to  retyre; 

Who  him  awaited  still  with  pensive  mynd. 

Great  thankes,  and  goodly  meed,  to  that  good  syre 

He  thens  departing  gave  for  his  paynes  hyre. 

So  came  to  iFna,  wno  him  ioyd  to  see ; 

And,  after  little  rest,  gan  him  desyre 

Of  her  adventure  myndfull  for  to  bee. 

So  leave  th^  take  of  Csslia  and  her  daughters  three. 
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The  kikisltt  wfth  timt  oU  diu««  ickt. 

The  third,  him  orertbrowct;  a 
Most  ^Icvioiis  TicUirj. 


^adm  to  modest  numno-  thus  be^ .  ^"^ 
Hirh  he^en  belK>ld  the  tedicn«  toyi;^^ 

ijljd  eTCTrwdj  for  your  foCTMnfefl: 
1*^  spvk  of  noble  cora^e  now  awak& 
JU^iteT^  jooF  exoelleat  aelfe  to«^^ 
l?»™lTe erermore  renowmed make 

^Po«a&wforth,VI^Iy<»deri.,«addd^  , 

Aiie  Dwjen  towre,  in  which  mypareDtm  dm.' 

,J>hom  I  from  fiu- see  <m  the  wait  appe^ 

^J^onUietopofaUIdoesiiye    •*^'"'^  "*««» 
i^iTitciiman  waytin^  tydmp  glad  to  heare, 

tiito  jou  bfi©^  to  ease  yoa  of  youp  misoy  r 

[^Ith  that  they  heaiid  a  roarbiff  hideoafl  floviwl  ^ 

Jb^  ail  the  ajiewitliteiTorflfcd^^  * 

Maoooem  that  dreadful  dragon  they  esm^ 

IRkwativtcht  he  lajr  npoQ  the  smmf  side 
0(g$nmtbUK  himaelfe  likeagreathfll: 
JButy  ill  eo  coone  aa  ba  from  far  deaeiyde 

H«  fOQid  Juoaaeelfe  tml  biyth,  aiul  haatoed  them  UD^ 
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Then  badd  the  knight  his  lady  yede  aloof,  5 

And  to  an  hill  herselfe  withdraw  asyde: 

From  whence  she  might  behold  that  battdlles  proof. 

And  eke  be  safe  from  dannger  far  descryde: 

She  him  obayd,  and  turnd  a  little  wyde. — 

Now,  O  thou  sacred  Muse,  most  learned  dame, 

'Fayre  ympe  of  Phoebus  and  his  aged  bryde. 

The  nourse  of  time  and  everlasting  fame, 

That  warlike  handes  ennoblest  with  inmiortall  name; 

O,  gently  come  into  my  feeble  brest,  6 

Come  gently;  but  not  with  that  mightie  rage. 

Wherewith  the  martiall  troupes  thou  doest  infest, 

And  hartes  of  great  heroes  doest  enrage, 

That  nought  their  kindled  corage  may  aswage: 

Soone  as  thy  dreadfiill  trompe  begins  to  sownd, 

The  god  of  warre  with  his  fiers  equipage 

Thou  doest  awake,  sleepe  never  he  so  sownd; 

And  scared  nations  doest  with  horror  steme  astownd. 

Fayre  goddesse,  lay  that  furious  fitt  as^de,  7 

Till  I  of  warres  and  bloody  Mars  doe  smg, 

And  Brvton  fieldes  with  Sarazin  blood  b^yde, 

IVixt  that  great  Faery  Queene,  and  Paynim  king, 

That  with  their  horror  heven  and  earth  did  ring ; 

A  worke  of  labour  long  and  endlesse  prayse: 

But  now  a  while  lett  ofowne  that  haughtie  string 

And  to  mj  tunes  thy  second  tenor  rayse. 

That  I  this  man  of  God  his  godly  armes  may  blaze* 

By  this,  the  dreadful  beast  drew  nigh  to  hand,  8 

Halfe  flying  and  halfe  footing  in  his  haste, 

That  with  his  largenesse  measured  much  land. 

And  made  wide  snadow  under  his  huge  waste; 

As  mountaine  doth  the  vaUey  overcaste. 

Approching  nigh,  he  reared  high  afore 

His  body  monstrous,  horrible,  and  vaste; 

Which,  to  increase  his  wondrous  greatnes  more, 

Was  swoln  with  wrath  and  poyson,  and  with  bloody  gore; 

And  over  all  with  brazen  scales  was  armd,  0 

Like  plated  cote  of  Steele,  so  couched  neare 

That  nought  mote  perce;  ne  mieht  his  corse  be  harmd 

With  dint  of  swerd,  nor  push  of  pointed  speare: 

Which,  as  an  eagle,  seeing  pray  appe«re, 

His  aery  plumes  doth  rouze  full  rudely  dight; 

So  shaked  he,  that  horror  was  to  heare : 

For,  as  the  clashing  of  an  armor  bright. 

Such  noyte  his  roiued  scales  did  send  unto  the  kni^t. 
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Hu  flafgj  winges,  when  forth  he  did  displiQr,  10 

Were  hke  two  sayles,  in  which  the  hollow  wynd 

Ib  ffathered  full,  and  worketh  speedy  way: 

And^e  the  pennes,  that  did  his  pineons  hynd, 

Were  like  majme-yardes  with  flying  canvas  lynd; 

With  which  whenas  him  list  the  ayre  to  beat, 

And  there  by  force  unwonted  passage  iynd, 

The  cloodes  before  him  fledd  tor  terror  ^eat. 

And  all  the  hevens  stood  still  amazed  with  his  threat. 

His  huge  long  tayle,  wownd  up  in  hondred  foldes,  U 

Poes  overspred  ms  long  bras-scaly  back, 

Whose  wreathed  bouicntes  when  ever  he  imfoldeB, 

And  thick-entangled  knots  adown  does  slack, 

Bespotted  as  with  shieldes  of  red  and  blacker 

It  sweepeth  all  llie  land  behind  him  farre. 

And  of  three  furlongs  does  but  litle  lacke ; 

And  at  the  point  two  stinges  infixed  arre, 

Both  deadly  sharp,  that  sharpest  Steele  exceeden  fiEurre. 

But  stingea  and  sharpest  Steele  did  far  exceed  12 

The  sharpnesse  of  his  cruell  rendiujg  clawes: 

Dead  was  it  sure,  as  sure  as  death  indeed. 

What  ever  thing  does  touch  his  ravenous  pawes, 

Or  what  within  his  reach  he  ever  drawes. 

But  his  most  hideous  head  my  tongue  to  tell 

Does  tremble ;  for  his  deepe  devouring  iawes 

Wyde  gaped,  like  the  grieshr  mouth  of  hell. 

Through  which  into  his  darke  abysse  all  ravin  feU. 

And,  that  more  wondroiss  was,  in  either  law  13 

Three  ranckes  of  yron  teeth  enraunged  were. 

In  which  yett  trickling  blood,  and  gobbets  raw, 

Of  late  devoured  bodies  did  appeare; 

Hiat  sight  thereof  bredd  cold  congealed  feare: 

Whidi  to  increase,  and  aU  at  once  to  kill, 

A  cloud  of  smoothering  smoke,  and  sulnhure  scare, 

Out  of  his  stinking  gorge  forth  steemea  still. 

That  all  the  ayre  about  with  smoke  and  stench  did  fill. 

His  blazing  eyes,  like  two  bright  shining  shieldes,  14 

Did  bume  with  wrath,  and  sparkled  hvmg  fyre: 

As  two  broad  beacons,  sett  in  open  fieldes. 

Send  forth  their  flames  far  ofi'to  every  shyre, 

And  warning  give,  that  enemies  conspyre 

With  fire  and  sword  the  region  to  invade; 

Bo  flam'd  his  eyne  with  race  and  rancorous  yres 

But  far  within,  as  in  a  hollow  glade. 

Those  glaring  lampes  were  lett,  that  made  a  dreadfull  shade. 
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So  dreadiiillj  he  towardes  hhn  did  pas,  15 

Forelifting  up  alofl  his  SDeckled  brest, 

And  often  bounding  on  the  brused  gras, 

As  for  great  ioyance  of  his  new  come  guest 

Eflsoones  he  gan  advance  his  haughty  crest; 

As  chaufied  bore  his  bristles  doth  upreare ; 

And  shoke  his  scales  to  battaile  ready  drest, 

(That  made  the  Bedcrosse  kniffht  nigh  quake  for  feaie,) 

As  bidding  bold  defyaunce  to  nis  foenum  neare. 

The  knight  gan  fayrely  couch  his  steady  speare^  16 

And  fiersly  ran  at  him  with  rigorous  might : 

The  pointed  Steele,  arriving  rudely  theare, 

His  harder  hyde  would  nether  perce  nor  bijght^ 

But,  glauncing  by,  foorth  passed  forward  right: 

Yet,  sore  amoved  with  so  puissaunt  push, 

The  wrathfull  beast  about  nim  turned  light,' 

And  him  so  rudely,  passing  by,  did  brush 

With  his  long  tayle,  that  horse  and  man  to  ground  did  rush. 

Both  horse  and  man  up  lightly  rose  againe,  17 

And  fresh  encounter  towardes  him  addrest; 

But  th*  ydle  stroke  yet  backe  recojld  in  vame^ 

And  found  no  pla^e  his  deadly  pnomt  to  rest. 

Exceeding  rage  enflam'd  the  furious  beast, 

To  be  avenged  of  so  great  despight ; 

For  never  felt  his  imperceable  brest 

So  wondrous  force  from  hand  of  living  wight: 

Yet  had  he  prov'd  the  powre  of  many  a  puissant  knight 

Then,  with  his  waving  wings  displayed  wyde,  18 

Himselfe  up  high  he  lifted  from  the  ^pround. 

And  with  strong  flight  did  forcibly  divyde 

The  yielding  ayre,  which  nigh  too  feeble  found 

Her  flitting  parts,  and  element  unsound, 

To  beare  so  great  a  weight:  He,  cutting  way 

With  his  br<Mtd  sayles,  about  him  soared  round ; 

At  last,  low  stoupmg  with  unweldy  sway, 

Snatcht  up  both  horse  and  man,  to  beare  them  quite  away. 

Long  he  them  bore  abo  e  the  subject  plaine,  19 

So  far  as  ewghen  bow  a  shaft  may  send ; 

Till  struggling  strong  did  him  at  last  constraino 

To  let  them  downe  before  his  flightes  end: 

As  hagard  hauke,  presuming  to  contend 

With  nardy  fowle  above  his  hable  might 

His  wearie  pounces  all  in  vaine  doth  spend 

To  tnisse  the  pray  too  heavy  for  his  flight; 

Which  commmg  down  to  ground,  does  free  itselfe  by  fight 
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He  80  disseized  of  his  grypinffgroflse,  20 

The  knight  his  thrillant  speare  again  aasayd 

In  his  bras-plated  body  to  emboese, 

And  three  mens  strength  onto  the  stroake  ho  layd; 

Wherewith  the  stifle  beame  qoaked,  as  affinurd» 

And  glanncin^  from  his  scaly  necke  did  glyde 

Cloae  mider  his  left  wing,  then  broad  dispkyd : 

The  pereing  Steele  there  wrought  a  wownd  mil  wyde» 

Iliat  with  Uie  nncoath  smart  me  monster  lowdJy  CEiyde. 

He  cryde,  as  raging  seas  are  wont  to  rore,  21 

When  wintry  storme  his  wrathful  wreck  does  threat; 

The  ndling  billowes  beate  the  ragged  shore. 

As  tiiey  ^le  earth  would  shoulder  from  her  seat; 

And  greedy  gulfe  does  ^pe.  as  he  would  eat 

His  neighDOur  dement  m  his  revenge : 

Then  gin  the  blustring  brethren  boldly  threat 

To  more  the  world  from  off  his  stedfast  henge, 

And  boystroos  battaile  make,  each  other  to  arengeu 

The  steely  head  stuck  fast  still  in  his  flesh  22 

m  with  bis  cruell  clawes  he  snatcht  the  wood* 

Ami  gnite  asunder  broke:  forth  flowed  fresh 

A  gusning  rirer  of  blacke  goir  blood, 

Tlut  drowned  all  the  land,  whereon  he  stood; 

The  streame  thereof  would  drive  a  water-mill: 

Trebly  augmented  was  his  fririous  mood 

With  biUer  sence  of  his  deepe-rooted  ilL 

That  flames  of  fire  he  threw  forth  from  his  large  notethrilL 

Ss  hideous  tayle  then  hurled  he  about  23 

And  therewith  all  enwnq^  the  nimble  thyes 

Of  his  froth-fomy  steed,  whose  ooura^  stout 

Striyinff  to  loose  Uie  knot  that  fast  lum  tyes, 

HimseBe  in  straghter  bandes  too  rash  iraplyes. 

That  to  the  ground  he  is  pwforce  constraynd 

To  ihiaw  his  lyder;  who  can  quickly  zyse 

From  off  the  earth,  wiUi  durty  blood  distaynd. 

For  ihaJL  reprochfull  fall  right  fowly  he  disdaynd  i 

And  fereelr  tooke  his  trenehard  blade  in  hand,  24 

With  which  he  stroke  so  furious  and  so  fell, 

Thai  nothing  seemd  the  puissaunee  eoold  withstand 

Upon  his  erest  the  hardned  yron  fell : 

But  his  nunre  hardned  orest  was  anna  so  welly 

That  de^er  dint  therein  it  would  not  make; 

Yel  so  extremely  did  the  huSd  him  ouell. 

That  from  thenceforth  he  shund  the  like  to  take 

But»  whA  he  saw  ^iM&  oome^  he  did  them  fliU  forsakr 
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The  knight  was  wroth  to  see  his  stroke  be^yld,  25 

And  smot  againe  with  more  ontrageous  mignt; 

But  backe  againe  the  sparcling  Steele  recoyld. 

And  left  not  any  marke  where  it  did  light, 

As  if  in  adamant  rocke  it  had  beene  pight. 

The  beast,  impatient  of  his  smarting  wound, 

And  of  so  fierce  and  forcible  despight. 

Thought  with  his  winges  to  stye  above  the  gronnd; 

But  his  late  wounded  wing  unserviceable  found. 

Then,  ftiU  of  grief  and  anguish  vehement,  26 

He  lowdly  brayd,  that  like  was  never  heard ; 

And  from  his  wide  devouring  oven  sent 

A  flake  of  fire,  that,  flashing  m  his  beard, 

Him  all  amazd,  and  almost  made  afeard : 

The  scorching  flame  sore  swinged  all  his  face. 

And  through  his  armour  all  his  body  seard. 

That  he  could  not  endure  so  cruell  cace, 

But  thought  his  armes  to  leave,  and  helmet  to  unlace. 

Not  that  great  champion  of  the  Antique  world,  27 

Whom  famous  poetes  verse  so  much  doth  vaunt. 
And  hath  for  twelve  huge  labours  high  extold, 
8o  many  iuries  and  sharpe  fits  did  haunt. 
When  him  the  poysond  garment  did  enchaunt, 
With  Centaures  blood  and  bloody  verses  charmd ; 
As  did  this  knight  twelve  thousand  dolours  daunt. 
Whom  fyrie  Steele  now  burnt,  that  erst  him  arrod ; 
That  erst  him  goodly  armd,  now  most  of  all  him  harmd. 

Faynt,  wearie,  sore,  emboyled,  grieved,  brent,  28 

With  heat,  toyle,  wounds,  armes,  smart,  and  inward  fire» 

That  never  man  such  mischiefes  did  torment ; 

Death  better  were;  death  did  he  oft  desire; 

But  death  will  never  come,  when  needes  require. 

Whom  so  dismay d  when  that  his  foe  beheld. 

He  cast  to  sufler  him  no  more  respire. 

But  gan  his  sturdy  steme  about  to  weld. 

And  nim  so  strongly  stroke,  that  to  the  ground  him  feld. 

It  fortuned,  (as  fayre  it  then  befell,)  29 

Behynd  his  backe,  unweeting  where  he  stood. 

Of  auncient  time  there  was  a  springing  well, 

From  which  fast  trickled  forth  a  silver  flood. 

Full  of  great  vertues,  and  for  med'cine  good : 

Whylome,  before  that  cursed  dragon  got 

That  happy  land,  and  all  with  innocent  blood 

Defyld  those  sacred  waves,  it  rightly  hot 

The  Well  of  life;  ne  yet  his  vertues  had  forgott 
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For  onto  Hfe  the  dead  it  oould  restore,  80 

And  guilt  of  sinful!  crimes  cleane  wash  away; 

Those,  that  with  sicknesse  were  infected  sore, 

It  could  recure ;  and  aged  long  decay 

Benew,  as  one  were  bom  that  very  day. 

Both  Silo  this,  and  lordan,  did  excell, 

And  th'  English  Bath«  and  eke  the  German  Span; 

He  can  Cephise,  nor  Hebros.  match  this  well : 

Into  the  same  the  knight  back  overthrowen  felL 

If  ow  gaa  the  golden  Phoebus  for  to  steepe  81 

His  fierie  face  in  billowes  of  the  west. 

And  his  faint  steedes  watred  in  ocean  deepe. 

Whiles  from  their  ioumall  labours  they  did  rest; 

When  tiiat  infemall  monster,  having  kest 

His  wearie  foe  into  that  liring  well, 

Gan  high  adraunce  his  broad  discoloured  brest 

Abo7e  nifl  wonted  pitch,  with  countenance  fell, 

And  el^t  his  yron  wings,  as  victor  he  did  dwell. 

Whieh  when  his  pensire  lady  saw  from  Uare,  82 

Great  woe  and  sorrow  did  her  soule  assay, 

Aa  weening  that  the  sad  end  of  the  warre; 

And  gan  to  highest  Gk>d  entirely  pray 

That  feared  chaunce  from  her  to  turne  away: 

With  folded  hands,  and  knees  full  lowly  bent 

An  night  she  watcht :  ne  once  adowne  would  lay 

Her  dainty  limbs  in  her  sad  dreriment, 

Bat  praying  still  did  wake,  and  waking  did  kment. 

The  morrow  next  gan  early  to  appeare,  83 

lliat  Titan  rose  to  runne  his  dauy  race; 

But  earely,  ere  the  morrow  next  gan  reare 

Oot  of  the  sea  faire  Titans  deawy  face, 

Up  rose  the  gentle  virgin  from  her  place, 

And  looked  all  about,  if  she  might  spy 

Her  loved  knight  to  move  bis  man]y  pace: 

For  she  had  great  doubt  of  his  safety. 

Since  late  she  saw  him  fall  before  his  enimy* 

At  last  she  saw,  where  he  upstarted  brave  84 

Out  of  the  wdl  wherein  he  drenched  lay: 
As  eagle,  fresh  out  of  the  ocean  wave. 
Where  he  hath  lefle  his  plumes  all  horv  gray. 
And  deckt  himselfe  with  fethers  youtliijr  gay. 
Like  eyas  hauke  up  moimts  unto  the  skies, 
Hia  newly-budded  pineons  to  assajr. 
And  marveiles  at  hunselfe,  st'd  as  he  flics : 
So  new  this  new-borne  knight  to  battell  new  did  rise. 
I  2 
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Whom  Vflien  the  damned  feend  so  freah  did  spy,  35 

Ilfo  wonder  if  he  wondred  at  Uie  sight. 

And  doubted  whether  his  Lite  enimv 

It  were,  or  other  new  supplied  knignt 

He  now,  to  prove  his  late-renewed  might, 

High  brandishing  his  bright  deaw-buming  blades 

Upon  his  crested  scalp  so  sore  did  smite, 

That  to  the  scull  a  jawning  wound  it  made: 

The  deadly  dint  his  didleaBences  all  dismaid, 

I  wote  no^  whether  the  reTenging  Steele  96 

Were  hardned  with  that  holy  water  dew 

Wherein  he  fell :  or  sharper  edge  did  feelei 

Or  his  baptised  hands  now  greater  grew ; 

Or  other  secret  vertue  did  ensew : 

Els  never  could  the  force  of  fleshly  arme, 

Ne  molten  mettall,  in  his  blood  embrew : 

For,  till  that  stownd,  could  never  wight  him  hanne 

By  subtilty,  nor  dight,  nor  might,  nor  mighty  channa. 

The  cruell  wound  enraged  him  so  sore,  37 

That  loud  he  yelled  for  eoceeeding  paine; 

As  hundred  ramping  Hons  seemd  to  rore, 

Whom  ravenous  hunger  did  thereto  oonstraine. 

Then  gan  he  tosse  al^  his  stretehed  traine. 

And  therewith  soourg(e  the  buxome  aire  so  sore. 

That  to  his  force  to  yielden  it  was  £une; 

Ne  ou^ht  his  sturdy  strokes  might  stand  afbre, 

That  high  trees  overthrew,  and  rocki  in  peeoes  tore: 

The  same  advaundnff  hi^  above  hit  head,  38 

With  sharpe  intendra  sting  so  rude  him  motti 

That  to  the  earth  him  drove,  as  stricken  dead; 

Ne  living  wight  would  have  him  tife  behott : 

The  mortall  stiuj^  his  angry  needle  shott 

Quite  through  his  shield,  and  in  his  shoulder  seasd, 

Yvhere  fast  it  stuoke,  ne  would  thereout  be  gptt: 

The  griefe  thereof  him  wondrous  sore  disesM^ 

Ne  might  his  rancHng  paine  with  patience  be  appeasd. 

But  yet  more  mindfull  of  his  hono>ar  deare  30 

Then  ot  the  srievous  smart  which  him  did  wring. 

From  loathed  soile  he  can  him  lightly  reare. 

And  strove  to  loose  the  far  infixed  stang: 

Which  when  in  vaine  he  tryde  with  stros 

Inflam'd  with  wrath,  his  raging  blade  he  i 

And  strooke  so  strongly,  tlu^t  the  knotty  string 

Of  his  huge  taile  he  quite  asonder  defte; 

Five  kimts  thereof  he  howd,  and  but  the  stump  him  Iflftaw 
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Hart  esimoc  thinke,  what  oatrage  and  wbat  erie0»  40 

"With  fbwle  enfouldred  smoake  and  flaahinff  fire^ 

Hie  h3l]-bred  beast  threw  forth  anto  the  skies, 

Hiat  all  was  coTered  with  darimesse  dire: 

Then  firanght  with  rancour,  and  engorged  yre, 

He  cast  at  once  him  to  avenge  for  all ; 

And,  gathering  up  himsdfe  out  of  the  mire 

With  his  oneren  wings,  did  fiercely  fall 

Upon  his  sonne-bright  shield,  and  giTpt  it  &aA  wi^halL 

lCud&  was  the  man  enoombred  with  his  hold«  41 

In  fieare  to  lose  his  weapon  in  his  paw, 

Ne  wist  rett,  how  his  talannts  to  unfold ; 

Nor  harder  was  fiom  Oerberos  greedr  iaw 

To  ^ocke  a  bone,  tiien  from  his  cnuHl  claw 

To  reare  by  strength  the  gpriped  gage  awaj: 

Thrise  he  assajd  it  from  his  foote  to  draw, 

And  thrise  in  vaine  to  draw  it  did  assaj ; 

It  booted  nought  to  thinke  to  robbe  km  of  his  praj. 

'Ac,  when  he  saw  no  power  midit  preraile,  42 

His  trus^  sword  he  ciid  to  his  last  aid. 

Wherewith  he  fiersly  did  his  foe  assaile, 

And  double  blowes  about  him  stoutlj  hud, 

That  ^aunein^  fire  out  of  the  yron  plaid; 

As  sparckks  6om  the  aadrile  use  to  fly, 

When  heavy  hammers  on  the  wedg  are  8waid$ 

Therewith  at  last  he  font  him  to  untjr 

One  of  his  gras]^ng  feete,  him  to  defend  therein* 

Ae  other  foote,  frst  fixed  on  his  shidd,  43 

Whenas  no  strength  nor  stroks  mote  hun  oonstraine 

To  loose,  ne  yet  the  wariike  pledg  to  yi^ ; 

He  smott  thereat  with  all  his  might  uid  maine, 

Tliat  nought  so  wondrous  puissaunee  might  sustaine: 

Upon  the  ioint  the  hioky  Steele  did  li^t. 

And  made  sadi  wsy.  that  hewd  it  quite  in  twaine; 

Tlie  paw  yett  missed  not  his  minisht  mig^ 

But  hong  still  on  the  shield,  as  it  at  first  was  pi^it. 

Vorgriefetiiereof  anddirelishdespi^t,  44 

From  his  infemall  foumace  fourth  he  tibrew, 

Huge  flames,  that  dimmed  all  the  hevens  h^d, 

Enrad  in  duskish  smoke  and  brimstone  blew : 

As  burning  Aetna  firom  his  boylin^  stew 

Both  belch  out  flames,  and  rodces  m  peeces  broken 

And  ragged  ribs  of  mountaines  molten  new, 

Enwrapt  in  ooleblaeke  clowds  and  filthy  smoke, 

Xhst  af  the  land  with  stench,  and  heren  with  horror  choker 
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The  heate  whereof,  and  harmefall  pestUenoe,  46 

So  sore  him  noyd,  that  forst  him  to  retire 

A  little  backeward  for  his  best  defence, 

To  save  his  body  from  the  scorching  fire, 

Which  he  firom  nellish  entrailes  did  expire. 

It  chaunst,  (Etemall  Qod  that  chaunce  did  guide,) 

As  he  recoiled  backeward,  in  the  mire 

His  nigh  forwearied  feeble  feet  did  slide. 

And  downe  he  fell,  with  dread  of  shame  sore  terrifide. 

There  grew  a  ffoodlj  tree  him  faire  beside,  4j5 

Loaden  with  miit  and  apples  rosy  redd, 

As  they  in  pure  vermilion  had  been  dide. 

Whereof  great  vertues  over  all  were  redd : 

For  happy  life  to  all  which  thereon  fedd, 

And  lire  eke  everlasting  did  befall : 

Great  GK>d  it  planted  in  that  blessed  stedd 

With  his  Almighty  hand,  and  did  it  call 

The  Tree  of  Lue,  the  crime  of  oar  first  fathers  fall. 

In  all  the  world  like  was  not  to  be  fownd^  47 

Save  in  that  soile,  where  all  good  things  did  grow, 

And  freely  sprong  ont  of  the  froitfull  grownd. 

As  incorrupted  Nature  did  them  sow. 

Till  that  dredd  dragon  all  did  overthrow* 

Another  like  faire  tree  eke  grew  thereby. 

Whereof  whoso  did  eat,  eftsoones  did  know 

Both  good  and  ill :  O  moumfull  memoiy ! 

That  tree  through  one  mans  fault  hath  doen  us  all  to  dy ! 

From  that  first  tree  forth  flowd,  as  from  a  well,  48 

A  trickling  streame  of  balme,  most  soveraine 

And  dain^  deare,  which  on  the  ground  still  feU, 

And  overnowed  all  the  fertile  plaine, 

As  it  had  deawed  bene  with  timely  raine ; 

Life  and  long  health  that  gracious  ointment  gave ; 

And  deadly  wounds  could  neale ;  and  reare  againe 

The  sencelesse  corse  appointed  for  the  grave : 

Into  that  same  he  fell,  which  did  from  death  him  save. 

For  nigh  thereto  the  ever-damned  beast  4d 

Durst  not  approch,  for  he  was  deadly  made, 

And  al  that  life  preserved  did  detest ; 

Yet  he  it  oft  adventur'd  to  invade. 

By  this  the  droupmg  Day-light  gan  to  fade. 

And  yield  his  rowme  to  sad  succeeding  Night, 

Who  with  her  sable  mantle  gan  to  shade 

The  face  of  earth  and  wayes  of  living  wight, 

And  high  her  burning  torch  set  up  m  heaven  bright. 
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When  gentle  Una  saw  the  second  fall  50 

Of  her  deare  kniffht,  who,  weary  of  long  fight. 

And  faint  through  losse  of  blood,  moov  d  not  at  all, 

But  laj,  as  in  a  dreame  of  deepe  delight, 

Besm^xd  with  prctious  balme,  whose  vertuons  might 

Ihd  heale  his  woundes,  and  scorching  heat  alay ; 

Agatne  she  stricken  was  with  sore  anright, 

And  for  his  safetie  gan  deroatly  praj* 

And  watdi  the  noyoos  night,  and  wait  for  ioyons  day. 

The  ioyoQa  day  gan  early  to  appeare ;  61 

And  fayre  Aurora  from  the  deawy  bed 

Of  a«eS  Tithone  gan  herselfe  to  reare 

With  rosy  cheekes,  for  shame  as  blushing  red : 

Her  golden  locks,  for  hast,  were  loosely  shed 

About  her  eares,  when  Una  her  did  marke 

Clymbe  to  her  charet,  all  with  flowers  spred. 

From  heren  high  to  ehace  the  chearelesse  darke ; 

With  mery  note  her  lowd  salutes  the  mountun  larke. 

Then  freshly  up  arose  the  doughty  knight,  62. 

All  healed  of  his  hurts  and  woundes  wide, 

And  did  himselfe  to  battaile  ready  dight ; 

Whoee  early  foe  awaiting  him  beside 

To  hare  devourd,  so  soone  as  day  he  spyde, 

When  now  he  saw  himselfe  so  freshly  reare. 

As  if  late  fijght  had  nought  him  damnify de, 

He  woxe  dumaid,  and  gan  his  fate  to  feare ; 

Nathlesae  with  wonted  rage  he  him  adyaunoed  neare ; 

And  in  his  first  encounter,  ffaping  wyde,  H 

He  thought  attonce  him  to  have  swallowd  quight, 

And  msht  upon  him  with  outragious  pryde ; 

Who  him  rencounting  fierce  as  hauke  in  flight, 

'Perforce  rebutted  back :  the  weapon  bright 

Taking  adyantage  of  his  open  iaw. 

Ban  tmx>ugh  his  mouth  with  so  imp6rtune  might, 

lliat  deepe  emperst  his  darksome  hollow  maw. 

And,  back  retyrd,  his  life  blood  forth  withall  did  draw. 

So  downe  he  fell,  and  forth  his  life  did  breath,  64 

That  Tanisht  into  smoke  and  cloudes  swift ; 

So  downe  he  fell,  that  tii'  earth  him  underneath 

Did  grone,  as  feeble  so  great  load  to  lifl ; 

6o  downe  he  feU,  as  an  huge  rocky  clift, 

WhoM  false  foundacion  waves  have  washt  away, 

WtUi  dreadfuU  poyse  is  from  the  mayneland  rut, 

And,  rolling  downe,  creat  Neptune  doth  dismay : 

So  downe  he  feU,  and  like  an  neaped  mountaine  lay. 
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The  knight  himselfe  eren  trembled  at  bis  fall. 
So  bu^e  and  borrible  a  masse  it  seemd ; 
And  bis  deare  lady,  tbat  b^eld  it  all. 
Durst  not  approcb  for  dread  wbiob  sbe  misdeemd  i 
But  jet  at  last,  wbenas  tbe  direfull  feend 
Sbe  saw  not  stirre,  off-sbaking  vaine  afirifl^t 
Sbe  niftber  drew,  and  saw  that  ioyous  encT: 
Then  God  sbe  praysd,  and  thankt  her  futbfiill  koigbt^ 
•That  had  atchievde  so  great  a  conquest  by  bis  might. 


CANTO  xn. 

Fayie  Uaa  to  the  Bedoroiae  kniglit 

BetroQthed  it  with  ioj : 
Tbongh  false  Dneisa,  it  to  bant, 

Her  fidae  aleightet  doe  implox. 

BxHOLD  I  see  the  bayen  n^pb  at  band, 

To  which  I  meane  my  weane  course  to  bend ; 

Vere  tbe  maine  shete,  and  beare  up  with  the  hmd, 

Tbe  which  afore  is  fayrly  to  be  kend. 

And  seemeth  safe  from  storms  that  may  offend : 

There  this  feyre  virgin  wearie  of  her  way 

Must  landed  bee,  now  at  her  ioumeyes  end ; 

Tbere  eke  my  feeble  barke  a  while  may  stay. 

Till  meiy  wynd  and  weather  call  her  thence  away. 

Soarsely  had  Fboebus  in  the  glooming  east 

Yett  harnessed  bis  fyrie-footed  teeme, 

Ne  reard  above  tbe  earth  bis  flaming  creast ; 

When  tbe  hist  deadly  smoke  aloft  did  steeme 

That  signe  of  last  outbreathed  life  did  seeme 

Unto  the  watchman  on  tbe  castle-wall. 

Who  thereby  dead  tbat  balefull  beast  did  deeme 

And  to  his  lord  and  lady  lowd  gan  call. 

To  tell  bow  he  bad  seene  the  dragons  iatall  M. 

Uprose  with  hasty  ioy,  and  feeble  opeed. 

That  aged  syre,  the  lord  of  all  tbat  land. 

And  looked  forth,  to  weet  if  trew  indeed 

Those  tydinges  were,  as  he  did  understand : 

Which  wbenas  trew  by  tryaU  be  out-fond, 

He  badd  to  open  wyde  bis  brasen  gate. 

Which  long  time  had  beene  shut,  and  out  of  hood 

Prodaymed  ioy  and  peace  through  all  his  state ; 

For  d^  now  was  their  foe,  whidi  them  foirayed  late. 
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Hieii  gan  triumphant  trompets  sownd  on  hye,  4 

Hiat  lent  to  heven  the  eochoed  report 

Of  their  new  ioj,  and  hapine  yietory 

Gamat  him,  that  had  them  long  opprest  with  tor^ 

And  fast  imprisoned  in  sieged  fort 

nien  an  the  people,  as  in  solemne  feast, 

To  him  assembled  with  one  full  consort, 

Beioydng  at  the  fall  of  that  great  beast, 

From  wnose  etemall  bondage  now  they  were  releast. 

Forth  came  tiiat  anncient  lord,  and  aged  qneene,  6 

Arard  in  ^tique  robes  downe  to  the  grownd. 

Ana  sad  habihments  ri^  well  beseene : 

A  noble  crew  abont  them  waited  rownd 

Of  sage  and  sober  peres,  all  grayelr  ffownd; 

Whom  far  before  did  march  a  goodly  oand 

Of  tall  yoong  men,  all  hable  armes  to  sownd. 

But  now  thi^  lamell  brannches  bore  in  hand ; 

Glad  signe  ot  Yiotory  and  peace  in  all  ihear  land. 

Unto  that  donghtie  cononeroor  they  came,  6 

And,  him  before  themserree  prostr&ng  low, 

Their  lord  and  patrone  load  did  him  proclame, 

And  at  his  feet  their  lawiell  boughes  did  throw. 

Soone  after  them,  aU  danncing  on  a  row, 

The  comely  Tirgins  came,  with  girlands  dight, 

As  freah  as  flowres  in  medow  ^peene  doe  grow. 

When  morning  deaw  upon  their  leares  doth  light ; 

And  in  their  handes  sweet  timbrells  all  nphheld  on  bight. 

And,  them  before,  the  fry  of  children  yong  7 

Their  wanton  spoites  and  childish  miiiUi  <ud  play. 

And  to  the  maydens  sownding  lymbrels  song 

In  well  attnned  notes  a  ioyous  lay. 

And  made  dehgh^nl  musick  all  the  wa^, 

UntiU  they  came,  where  that  faire  Virgin  stood : 

As  fayre  Diana  in  fresh  sommers  day 

Behokles  her  nymphes  enranng'd  in  shady  wood. 

Some  wrestle,  some  do  ran,  some  bathe  in  ohristall  flood : 

So  she  bdield  those  maydens  meriment  8 

With  chearefall  rew ;  who,  when  to  her  they  came, 

Themselyes  to  groand  with  gracious  humblMse  bent» 

And  her  adored  by  honorable  name, 

lifting  to  heyen  her  eyerlasting^  fame : 

Then  on  her  bead  they  sett  a  girlond  greene. 

And  crowned  her  twixt  earnest  and  twixt  game: 

Who,  in  her  self  resemblance  well  beseene, 

Bid  aeeme,  such  as  she  was,  a  goodly  maiden  queene. 
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And  after  all  the  raskall  manr  ran, 
Heaped  together  in  rude  rablement, 
Taie@  the  face  of  that  yictorioua  man. 


L  Wiucn  iiit:y  xuy^i^  ©aw,  .^**  i^vLug;  ^  .n^  .     ^ 
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Whftt  needes  me  tell  their  feast  and  goodlj  goize,  14 

In  which  was  nothing  riotous  nor  yaineP 

What  needes  of  dainty  dishes  to  devize, 

Of  ocmiely  servioes,  or  courtly  trayne, 

My  narrow  leaves  cannot  in  them  contayne 

The  large  diseoorse  of  roiall  princes  state. 

Tet  was  their  manner  then  Imt  hare  and  playne  ; 

For  th'  intione  world  excesse  and  pryde  aid  hate 

Such  proud  luxurious  p(xnpe  is  swollen  up  hut  late. 

Then,  when  with  meates  and  drinkes  of  every  Idnde        15 

Hieir  fervent  appetite  they  quenched  had. 

That  auncient  ford  gan  fit  occasion  finde, 

Of  strannffe  adventures,  and  of  perils  sad 

Which innis  travell him hefallen  had, 

For  to  demaund  of  his  renowmed  guest : 

Who  then  with  utt'ranoe  grave,  and  countenance  sad. 

From  poynt  to  pijyut,  as  is  hefore  expresi, 

Diaoourat  his  ypyage  long,  according  his  request. 

Qxeai  pleasure,,  mixt  with  pittifnl  regard,  16 

That  codly  kin^  and  queene  did  passionate, 

Whyles  they  his  pittifull  adventures  heard  ^ 

That  oft  thev  did  lament  his  lucklesse  state. 

And  often  hlame  the  toaimp6rtune  fate 

That  heaped  on  him  so  many  wrathfull  wreakes  ; 

(For  never  gentle  knight,  as  he  of  late, 

So  tossed  was  in  fortunes  eruell  freakes ;) 

And  all 'the  while  salt  teares  hedeawd  the  hearers  eheaks. 

Then  sayd  that  rpyall  pere  in  sober  wise ;  17 

**  Deare  sonne.  great  heene  the  evils  which  ye  bore 

From  first  to  last  in  your  late  enterprise. 

That  I  no*te  whether  praise  or  pitty  more  :• 

For  never  living  man,  1  weene,  so  sore 

In  sea  of  deadly  daungers  was  distrest : 

But  since  now  safe  ye  seised  have  the  shores 

And  well  arrived  are  (high  God  be  blest !) 

Let  us  device  of  ease  and  everlasting  rest." 

**Ah,  dearest  lord,"  said  then- that  doughty  knight^         IS 

**  Of  ease  or  rest  1  may  not  yet  devize ; 

For  by  the  faith,  which  I  to  armes  have  plight^ 

I  bownden  am  streight  after  this  emprize. 

As  that  your  daughter  can  ye  well  advize, 

Backe  to  retourne  to  that  gr^t  Faerv  Queene, 

And  her  to  serve  sixe  yeares  in  warlike  wize, 

Gainst  that  proud  Paynim  king  that  works  her  teene  i 

Therefore  I  oufi^  crave  pardon,  till  I  there  have  beene.** 

» -ogle 


124  THX  7ABBIB  Q17SBHS. 

"  Unhappy  falls  that  hard  necessity/'  19 

Quoth  ne,  "the  tronbler  of  my  happy  peaoe^ 

And  vowed  foe  of  my  felicity ; 

Ne  I  against  the  same  can  justly  preace. 

But  since  that  band  ye  cannot  now  release, 

Nor  doen  undo,  (for  vowes  may  not  be  rayne,) 

Soone  as  the  terme  of  those  six  yeares  shall  cease. 

Ye  Uien  shall  hether  back  retoume  agayne, 

The  marriage  to  accomplish  vowd  betwixt  yoa  twayn : 

"  Which,  for  my  part,  I  coret  to  Derforme,  20 

In  sort  as  through  the  world  I  did  proclame^ 

That  whoso  kild  that  monster  most  deforme. 

And  him  in  hardy  battayle  overcame. 

Should  have  mine  onely  daughter  to  tus  dame. 

And  of  my  kingdome  heyre  apparaunt  bee : 

Therefore  since  now  to  tnee  perteynes  the  same, 

By  dew  desert  of  noble  chevturee. 

Both  daughter  and  eke  kingdonie  lof  I  yidd  to  diee.** 

Then  forth  he  called  that  his  daughter  fayie,  3T 

The  fairest  Un*.  his  onelv  daughter  deare. 

His  onely  daughter  and  his  onely  hayre ; 

Who  forth  proceeding  with  sad  sober  oheare. 

As  bright  as  doth  the  m<^inff  starre  appeare 

Out  ofthe  east,  with  flaming  lockes  bedight, 

To  tell  that  dawning  day  is  drawing^  neare, 

And  to  the  world  does  bring  long-wished  li^ht : 

So  faire  and  fresh  that  lady  shewd  herselfe  m  sight: 

So  faire  and  fresh,  as  freshest  flowre  in  May  I  23 

For  she  had  layd  her  moumefuU  stole  aside. 

And  widow-like  sad  wimple  throwne  away, 

Wherewith  her  heavenly  beautie  she  did  hide^ 

Whiles  on  her  weaiy  ioumey  she  did  ride ; 

And  on  her  now  a  garment  she  did  weaie 

All  lilly  white,  withoutten  spot  or  pride. 

That  seemd  like  silke  and  silver  woven  neare  j 

But  neither  silke  nor  silver  therein  did  a^^eare. 

The  blazing  bnghtnesse  of  her  beauties  beanie*  23 

And  glorious  light  of  her  sunshyn  v  face. 

To  tell,  were  as  to  strive  against  the  streame: 

My  ragged  rimes  are  all  too  rude  and  baoa 

Her  heavenly  lineaments  for  to  enchaoe. 

Ne  wonder ;  for  her  own  deare  loved  knig^t» 

All  were  she  dailv  with  himselfe  in  place, 

Did  wonder  much  at  her  celestial  sight : 

Oft  had  he  scene  hiet  hue,  but  never  so  fSure  dight 
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80  fairely  digbt  when  she  in  presoioe  came,  24 

She  to  her  svre  made  humble  reverence. 

And  bowed  low,  that  her  right  well  became, 

And  added  grace  unto  her  excellence : 

Who  wiUi  great  wiiedome  and  mve  eloquence 

Thus  gan  to  say — ^But,  eare  he  uus  had  sayd, 

Withlyin^  speede,  and  seeming  great  pretence, 

Came  ronmng  in,  much  like  a  man  dismayd, 

A  mcaaenger  with  letters,  which  his  message  sayd. 

All  in  the  open  hall  amased  stood  25 

At  suddeinnesse  of  that  unwary  sights 

And  wondred  at  his  breathlesse  hasty  mood : 

But  he  for  nought  would  stay  his  passage  right. 

Till  fast  before  die  king  he  £d  alight; 

Where  falling  flat  great  humblesse  he  did  make. 

And  kist  the  grooim  whereon  bis  foot  was  pight; 

Then  to  his  handes  that  writt  he  did  betake, 

Whidi  he  disfikwing,  read  thus  as  the  paper  spake; 

"To  thee,  most  mighty  king  of  Eden  fayre,  26 

Her  greeting  sends  in  these  sad  lines  addrest 

The  wofull  oaughter  and  forsaken  heyre 

Of  that  great  emperour  of  all  the  west ; 

And  bids  tiliee  be  advized  for  the  best. 

Ere  thou  thy  daughter  linek  in  hdy  band 

Of  wedlocke,  to  that  new  unknowen  guest  3 

For  he  abeady  plighted  his  right  hand 

Unto  another  1cm,  and  to  awHiier  land* 

"  To  me  sad  may  d|  or  rather  widow  sad,  27 

He  was  afl^annoea  long  time  before. 

And  sacred  pled^  he  both  gave,  and  had. 

False  erraunt  knight,  inftmous.  and  fnvworel 

Wltneese  the  burning  altars,  which  he  swore^ 

And  ffuflty  heavens  of  his  bold  neriury ; 

Whi^  though  he  hath  polluted  oft  ot  yore, 

Yet  I  to  them  for  iudgment  iust  doe  fly. 

And  them  cooinra  t'  avenge  this  shameml  ininryl 

**  Therefore  nneemifie  ha  is,  or  free  or  bond»  28 

Or  iUse  or  trew,  ot  living  <x  else  dead. 

Withhold,  O  sovenorne  prince  your  hasty  bond 

Fhm  knitting  league  with  him,  I  you  aread; 

Ke  weene  my  rig^  with  sirnmth  adowne  to  tread, 

Throng  weakiieaae  of  njr  widowhed  or  woe ; 

For  Truth  is  strong  her  righifUl  cause  to  plead,  ^ 

And  shall  findefrioHk,  if  need  requirethsoe.         ^S^**^ 

Solnditheewciltoftnb^Mither  fioeDd  nxxlo^Fi' 
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When  he  these  bitter  b^in/j^  wordes  had  red,  29 

The  lydinffs  straunge  did  him  abashed  make, 

That  still  he  sate  long  time  astonished, 

As  in  great  mose,  ne  word  to  creature  spake. 

At  last  his  solemn  silence  thus  he  brake. 

With  doubtfuU  eyes  fast  fixed  on  his  gnest ; 

**  Eedoubted  kniglit,  that  for  myne  only  sake 

Thy  life  and  honor  late  adventurest ; 

Let  nought  be  hid  from  me,  that  ought  to  be  exprest 

**  What  meane  these  bloody  yowes  and  idle  threats,         SO 

Throwne  out  from  womanish  impatient  mvndP 

What  hevens  P  what  altars  P  what  enraged  heates. 

Here  heaped  up  with  termes  of  love  un^ynd. 

Mj  conscience  cleare  with  guilty  bands  would  byndP 

High  God  be  witnesse,  that  I  guiltlesse  ame  I 

But  if  yourselfe,  sir  knight,  ye  faulty  fynd. 

Or  wrapped  be  in  loves  of  former  d^e, 

With  cryme  doe  not  it  cover,  but  disclose  the  same." 

To  whom  the  Bedcrosse  knight  this  answere  sent;  31 

"  My  lord,  my  king;  be  nought  hereat  dismayd. 

Till  well  ye  wote  by  grave  intendiment. 

What  woman,  and  wherefore,  doth  me  upbrayd 

With  breach  cf  love  and  loialty  betrayed. 

It  was  in  my  mishaps,  as  hitherward 

I  lately  traveild,  that  unawares  I  strayd 

Out  of  my  way,  through  perils  straunge  and  hard; 

That  day  should  faile  me  ere  I  had  than  all  declard. 

"  There  did  I  findy  or  rather  I  was  fownd  33 

Of  this  false  woman  that  Fidessa  hight, 

Fidessa  hight  the  falsest  dame  on  ji^wnd. 

Most  false  Duessa,  rojall  richly  dight. 

That  easy  was  t'  inveigle  weaker  sight: 

Who  by  ner  wicked  arts  and  wiely  skill. 

Too  false  and  strong  for  earthly  skill  or  might, 

Unawares  me  wrought  unto  her  wicked  will. 

And  to  my  foe  betrayd,  when  least  I  feared  ill.** 

Then  steppeth  forth  the  goodly  royall  mayd,  83 

And,  on  the  ground  herselfe  prostrating  low. 

With  sober  countenaunce  thus  to  him  sayd ; 

"  O  pardon  me,  my  soveraine  lord,  to  show 

The  secret  treasons,  which  of  late  I  know 

To  have  bene  wrought  by  that  false  soroereesex 

Shee,  onely  she,  it  is,  ibnt  erst  did  throw 


This  gentle  knight  into  so  great  distreese, 
That  death  him  did  awaite  in  daily  wretc 


wretchednesses 
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**  And  now  it  seemes,  that  she  suborned  hath  S4 

This  crafty  messenger  with  letters  vaine. 

To  worke  new  woe  and  unprovided  scath, 

^^  breaking  of  the  band  betwixt  us  twaine ; 

Wherein  she  used  hath  tlie  practicko  paine 

Of  this  false  footman,  clokt  with  simpleness^ 

Whome  if  ye  please  for  to  discover  plaine. 

Ye  shall  him  Archimago  find,  I  ghesse, 

The  falsest  man  alive ;  who  tries,  shall  find  no  lesse." 

The  kinff  was  greatlv  moved  at  her  speach ;  S5 

Aiid,  alTwith  suddein  indignation  fraight, 

Bad  on  that  messenger  rude  hands  to  reach. 

Eflsoones  the  gard,  which  on  his  state  did  wait, 

Attacht  that  fajtor  false,  and  bound  him  strait : 

Who  seeming  sorelv  chaufied  at  his  band, 

As  chained  beare  whom  cruell  dogs  doe  bait. 

With  ydle  force  did  faine  them  to  withstand ; 

And  often  semblaunce  made  to  scape  out  of  theur  hand. 

But  they  him  layd  full  low  in  dunj^^eon  deepe,  96 

And  bound  him  hand  and  foote  with  3rron  chains: 

And  with  continual  watch  did  warely  keepe. 

Who  then  would  thinke,  that  by  his  subtile  trains 

He  could  escape  fowle  death  or  deadly  pains  P 

Thus,  when  that  princes  wrath  was  pacifide. 

He  gan  renew  the  late  forbidden  bains, 

Ana  to  the  knight  his  daughter  dear  he  tyde 

With  sacred  rites  and  vowes  for  ever  to  abyde. 

"Hm  owne  two  hands  the  holy  knotts  did  knitt,  97 

That  none  but  death  for  ever  can  divide ; 

His  owne  two  ha^ds.  for  such  a  tume  most  fitt, 

The  housling  fire  did  kindle  and  provide, 

And  hoi  V  water  thereon  sprinckled  wide ; 

At  which  the  bushy  teade  a  groome  did  light, 

And  sacred  lamp  in  secret  chamber  hide, 

Where  it  should  not  be  quenched  day  nor  night, 

For  feare  of  evil  fates,  but  bumen  ever  bright. 

Then  gan  th^  sprinckle  all  the  posts  with  wine,  88 

And  made  great  feast  to  solemnize  that  day: 

Thinr  an  perfumde  with  frankincense  divine, 

And  precious  odours  fetcht  from  far  away, 

That  all  the  house  did  sweat  with  great  aray 

And  all  the  while  sweete  musicke  did  apply 

Her  curious  skill  the  warbling  notes  to  play, 

To  drive  away  tha  dull  mel^choly; 

The  whiles  one  srmg  a  song  of  love  an4  ioUity. 
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Ihirm^^  the  which  there  was  an  heavenly  noise  S9 

Hearasownd  through  all  the  pallaoe  pleasantly. 

Like  as  it  had  bene  many  an  angels  Toice 

Singing  before  th'  Eternall  Maiesty, 

In  weir  trinall  tnplicities  on  hye : 

Yett  wist  no  creature  whence  that  herenly  sweet 

Proceeded,  yet  each  one  felt  secretly 

Himselfe  thereby  refte  of  his  sences  meet. 

And  ravished  with  rare  impression  in  h^  sprite. 

Great  ioy  was  made  tibat  day  of  young  and  old,  40 

And  solemne  feast  prodaymd  throughout  the  land. 

That  their  exceeding  merth  may  not  be  told : 

Suffice  it  heare  by  signes  to  understand 

The  usnall  ioyes  at  Imittinff  of  loves  band. 

Thrise  happv  man  the  kni^t  himselfe  did  hold, 

Possessed  of  his  ladies  hart  and  hand: 

And  ever,  when  his  eie  did  her  behdo. 

His  heart  did  seeme  to  melt  in  pleasures  manifirfd. 

Her  ioyous  presence,  and  sweet  company,  41 

In  full  content  he  there  did  long  enioy; 

Ne  wicked  envy,  ne  vile  geolosy. 

His  deare  delignts  were  nable  to  annoy: 

Tet,  swimming  in  that  sea  of  blissfull  loy. 

He  nouffht  forgott  how  he  whilome  had  swome, 

In  case  ne  could  that  monstrous  beast  destroy. 

Unto  his  Faery  Queene  backe  to  retoume ; 

The  which  he  shmtly  did;  and  UnA  left  to  moame. 

Now,  strike  your  sailes,  yee  iolhr  mariners,  41 

For  we  be  come  unto  a  quiet  rode. 

Where  we  must  land  some  of  our  passengisri, 

And  liffht  this  weaiy  Tessell  of  her  lode. 

Here  she  a  while  may  make  her  safe  abode, 

Till  she  repaired  have  her  tackles  spent, 

And  wants  supplide;  and  then  agame  abroad 

On  the  long  voiage  whereto  she  is  bent : 

Well  may  she  speeder  and  iairely  finish  her  intenii 
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OF 

THE  FAERIE   QTJEENE, 

oonTATifnrG 
tSht  Xe^aCts  of  Sir  GnQon,  or  of  HUva^txwnu, 


RIGHT  well  I  wote,  most  miglit^  soveraine^  1 

That  all  this  famous  Antique  hiatoiy 
Of  some  th'  aboondance  of  an  ydle  braine 
Will  iudged  be,  and  painted  forgery, 
Sftther  tnen  matter  of  iust  memory; 
Sitb  none  that  breatheth  Hying  aire  dodi  know 
Where  i«  tiiat  happy  land  of  Faery, 
Which  I  so  much  doe  vaunt,  yet  no  where  show; 
Bui  Touch  antiquities,  which  no  body  can  know. 

Bat  let  that  man  with  better  sence  advize,  2 

lliat  of  the  world  least  part  to  us  is  red ; 

And  daily  how  through  nardy  enterprize 

Many  great  regions  are  discovered, 

WTiich  to  late  age  were  never  mentioned, 

Wbo  ever  heard  of  th*  Indian  Peru  P 

Or  who  in  venturous  vessell  measured 

The  Amazon  huge  liver,  now  found  trewP 

Or  fruitlullest  Virginia  who  did  ever  vewP 

Yet  all  these  were,  when  no  man  did  them  knowy  8 

Yet  have  from  wisest  ages  hidden  beene ; 

And  later  times  thinig^es  more  unknowne  shall  show 

Why  then  should  witlesse  man  so  much  misweene. 

That  nothing  is,  but  that  which  he  hath  scene  P 

What,  if  within  the  moones  fayre  shining  spheare, 

What,  if  in  every  other  starre  unseene 

Of  other  worldes  he  happily  should  heare  P 

He  wonder  would  much  more ;  yet  such  to  some  appeaie. 

Of  Faery  loud  yet  if  he  more  inquyre,  4 

B^  oertein  signes,  here  sett  in  sondrie  placei. 

Me  may  it  fynd ;  ne  let  him  then  admyre, 

Bat  yield  his  sence  to  bee  too  blunt  and  bace^ 

That  no*te  without  an  hound  fine  footing  trace. 

And  thou,  O  fa^st  princesse  under  sky, 

In  this  fayre  mirrhour  maist  behold  thy  face^ 

And  thine  owne  realmes  in  lond  of  Faery, 

And  in  this  Antique  ymage  thy  great  auncestry. 
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The  which,  O !  pardon  me  thus  to  enfold 

In  covert  vele,  and  wrapt  in  shadowes  light. 

That  feeble  eyes  your  glory  may  behold. 

Which  ells  could  not  endure  those  beames  brightt 

But  would  bee  dazled  with  exceeding  light. 

O !  pardon,  and  vouchsafe  with  patient  eare 

The  orave  adventures  of  this  Faery  knight. 

The  good  Sir  Guyon,  gratiously  to  heare ; 

In  whom  great  rule  of  Temp*raunce  goodly  doth  appeare. 


CANTO  I. 

Onyon,  by  Archimage  abiud. 
The  Redcrosae  knight  awajtes; 

Fyndes  Mordant  and  Amaria  slaine 
With  Pleaturet  poisoned  baytea. 


That  conning  architect  of  cancred  ^uyle, 
Whom  princes  late  displeasure  lefl  m  bands, 
Por  falsed  letters,  and  suborned  wyle ; 
Soone  as  the  Bedcrosse  knight  he  understands 
To  beene  dei)arted  out  of  Eden  laudes. 
To  serve  againe  his  soveraine  Elfin  ciueene ; 
His  artes  he  moves,  and  out  of  caytives  handes 
Himselfe  he  frees  by  secret  meanes  unseene : 
His  shackles  emptie  lefte,  himselfe  escaped  cleene ; 

And  forth  he  fares,  full  of  malicious  mynd, 
To  worken  mischiefe,  and  avenging  woe, 
Whereever  he  that  godly  knight  may  fynd. 
His  onely  hart-sore  and  his  onely  foe ; 
Sith  Una  now  he  algates  must  foregoe, 
Whom  his  victorious  handes  did  earst  restore 
To  native  crowne  and  kingdom  late  ygoe ; 
Where  she  enioyes  sure  peace  for  evermore, 
ABwetherbeaten  ship  arryv'd  on  happie  shore. 

Him  therefore  now  the  obiect  of  his  spight 

And  deadly  food  he  makes :  him  to  o£fend 

By  forged  treason,  or  by  open  fight, 

He  seekes,  of  all  has  drifte  the  a3rmed  end : 

Thereto  his  subtile  ensins  he  does  bend. 

His  practick  witt  and  nis  fayre  fyled  tonge. 

With  thousand  other  sleightes ;  for  well  ne  kend 

His  credit  now  in  doubtfuU  ballaunoe  hong : 

For  hardly  could  bee  hurt,  who  was  abready  stong. 
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Sj^l.  as  he  went*  he  craftie  stales  did  lay,  d 

With  cunning  ^ynes  him  to  entrap  unwares. 

And  pnvy  spyals  plast  in  all  his  way, 

To  weete  what  course  he  takes,  and  how  he  fares  s 

To  ketch  him  at  a  vauntage  in  his  snares. 

But  now  so  wwe  and  wary  was  the  knight 

JBv  tryall  of  hia  former  hfliines  and  caws, 
'  nS^nl  d^cryde,  and  shomied  still,  his  slight : 

;  llie  fish,  that  once  was  caught,  new  bayt  wil  hardly  byte. 

i  Katiilesse  th'  enchaunter  would  not  spare  his  payne.         6 

Itthope  to  win  occasion  to  his  will;  v  j*^         o 

Whidi  when  he  long  awaited  had  in  vayoe. 
He  chaungd  his  mynd  horn  one  to  other  ill : 
tor  to  all  good  he  enuny  was  still. 
Upon  the  wa7  him  fortuned  to  meete, 
-Jayre  marclung  underneath  a  shady  hill, 
A  go(^y  Imight,  all  armd  in  hamesse  meete, 
rhat  from  hiB  head  no  place  appeared  to  his  feete. 

His  carriage  was  Aill  comely  and  upright;  A 

Mm  countenance  demure  and  temperate ; 

jBut  yett  so  stemeand  terrible  in  sight, 

w*  cheard  Jus  friendes,  and  did  hw  foes  amatex 

He  was  an  Elfin  borne,  of  noble  state 

^mickle  worship  in  his  native  hmd ; 

A^fi^^J^Y^?^'  ?^  "^.1^«^  debate, 

^J^K^i?^  nS^""  ""^^  S^  Huons  hand, 

When  with  king  Oberon  he  came  to  Faiy  land. 

Him  als  acoompanyd  upon  the  way  7 

A  ocmely  pahner,  chid  m  black  attyre. 

Uf  lypest  yearea,  and  heares  all  hoarie  irrar 

That  with  a  staSe  Ins  feeble  stepslid  s^J^* 

Jicast  his  long  way  his  aged  hmbes  should  tire: 

And,  if  bv  lookes  one  may  the  mind  aread, 

Me  seemd  to  be  a  sage  and  sober  syre ; 

TO?  7^^*t.^2!!  P*??  ^  ^«*i*  ^d  lead. 

Who  tau^  hw  tramphng  steed  with  equ5l  steps  to  tread. 

8udi  whenaa  Archimago  them  did  view,  8 

He  weened  well  to  worke  some  lincouth  wyle  • 
Etuooneg,  untwisting  his  deoeiptfuU  clew,      ' 
He  flan  to  weave  a  web  of  wicked  guyle ; 
An<t  with  faire  countenance  and  flattring  stylo 
To  them  approching,  thus  the  knight. bespake; 

Fayre  sonne  of  Mars,  that  seeke  with  warhke  spoyle, 
And  great  atchiev  ments,  great  yourselfe  to  make 
VoQchaafe  to  atay  your  steed  for  humble  misers  sake.- 
X  2 
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He  stayd  Yub  steed  for  humble  misers  sake,  ^ 

And  badd  tell  on  the  tenor  of  his  playnt : 

Who  feigning  then  in  every  limb  to  quake 

Through  inward  feare,  and  seeming  pale  and  faynt» 

With  piteous  mone  his  percing  speach  gan  paynt : 

**  Deare  lady !  how  shall  I  dedare  thy  oace, 

Whom  late  I  left  in  languorous  constraynt  P 

Would  Grod !  thyselfe  now  present  were  in  place 

To  tell  tiiis  ruefuU  tale :  thy  ught  could  win  thee  graoe : 

**  Or  rather  would,  O !  would  it  so  had  chaunst,  10 

That  you,  most  noble  sir,  had  present  beene 

When  that  lewd  rybauld,  with  vyle  lust  advaunst, 

Laid  first  his  filthie  hands  on  yir^  cleene. 

To  spoyle  her  dainty  corps,  so  faire  and  sheene 

As  on  the  earth,  great  mother  of  us  all. 

With  living  eye  more  fayre  was  never  scene 

Of  chastity  and  honour  virginall : 

Witnes,  ye  heavens,  whom  she  in  vaine  to  help  did  call! 

*'  How  mav  it  be/'  sayd  then  the  knight  halfe  wroth,        11 

That  knight  should  Imighthood  ever  so  have  shentP" 

**  None  but  that  saw,"  quoth  he,  "  would  weene  for  trotl* 

How  shamefuUv  that  mayd  he  did  torment : 

Her  looser  golden  lockes  he  rudely  rent. 

And  drew  her  on  the  ground ;  and  his  sharpe  sword 

Agfdnst  her  snowy  brest  he  fiijrcely  bent, 

And  threatned  death  with  many  a  bloodie  word ; 

Tounge  hates  to  tell  the  rest  that  eye  to  see  abhord." 

Therewith  amoved  from  his  sober  mood,  12 

"And  lives  he  yet,"  said  he,  "  that  wrought  this  act? 

And  doen  the  heavens  afford  him  vitall  ^dP" 

"  He  lives,"  quoth  he,  "  and  boasteth  of  the  fiujt, 

Ne  vet  hath  anv  knight  his  courage  crackt." 

**  Where  may  that  treachour  then,"  sayd  he,  "  be  found. 

Or  by  what  meanes  may  I  his  footing  tract  P" 

"  That  shall  I  shew,"  said  he, ''  as  sure  as  hound 

The  stricken  deare  doth  chaleng  by  the  bleeding  wound." 

He  stayd  not  lenger  talke,  but  with  fierce  3rre  13 

And  z^ous  haste  away  is  quickly  gone 

To  seeke  that  knight,  where  him  that  crafty  squyre 

Supposd  to  be.    They  do  arrive  anone 

Where  sate  a  gentle  lady  all  alone, 

With  garments  rent,  and  heare  disoheveled, 

Wringmg  her  handes,  and  making  piteous  mone: 

Her  swollen  eyes  were  muish  disfigured. 

And  her  faire  face  with  teares  was  fowly  blabbered. 
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The  kiufl:lit,appoehiiiff  nigh,  thus  to  her  said;  14 

"  Faire  lady,  inrongh  fowle  sorrow  ill  bedight, 

Great  pitty  is  to  see  yoa  thus  dismayd. 

And  marre  the  blossom  of  your  beauty  bright : 

Forthy  appease  your  griefe  and  heavy  pli^t. 

And  tell  tne  cause  of  your  conceired  payne ; 

For,  if  he  lire  that  haih  you  doen  despight, 

He  shall  you  doe  dew  reoompence  agayne, 

Or  els  his  wrong  with  greater  puissance  mamtaine.*' 

Which  when  she  heard,  as  in  despightfull  wise  15 

8he  wilfully  her  sorrow  did  aujgment, 

And  offired  hope  of  comfort  diadespise : 

Her  golden  lockes  most  cruelly  ^e  ren^ 

And  scratcht  her  face  with  ghastly  dreriment ; 

Ne  would  she  speake,  ne  see.  ne  vet  be  scene. 

But  hid  her  Tisage,  and  her  heaa  downe  bent, 

Either  for  grieToas  shame,  or  for  great  teene,  % 

Am  if  her  hart  with  sorrow  had  transfixed  beene : 

Tin  her  Uiat  squrre  bespake ;  "  Madame,  my  liefe,  16 

For  Grods  deare  lore  be  not  so  wilfull  bent, 
But  doe  TOttchsafe  now  to  receive  reliefe, 
The  which  good  fortune  doth  to  you  present. 
For  what  bootee  it  to  weepe  and  to  wayment 
When  ill  is  chaanst,  but  doth  the  ill  increase. 
And  the  weake  minde  with  double  woe  torment?" 
When  she  her  squ^rre  heard  speake,  she  gan  appease 
Her  rduntarie  pame,  and  feele  some  secret  ease. 

Eftaoone  she  said ;  *'  Ah !  gentle  trustie  squyre,  17 

What  comfort  can  I,  wofuU  wretch,  conceave ! 

Or  why  should  ever  I  henceforth  desyre 

To  see  faire  heavens  face,  and  life  not  leave, 

Sith  that  false  traytour  did  my  honour  reave?" 

"  False  taraytour  certes,"  saide  the  Faerie  knight, 

"  I  read  the  man,  that  ever  would  deceave 

A  gentle  lady,  or  her  wrong  throu^  might : 

Dnth  were  too  litle  paine  tor  such  a  fowle  despi^i 

''But  now,  fayre  ladye,  comfort  to  you  make.  18 

And  md  who  hath  j^e  wrought  this  shamefull  plight^ 

Thtt  short  revenge  the  man  mav  overtake. 

Whereto  he  be,  and  soon  upon  him  light* 

**  Certes,"  said  she,  "  I  wote  not  how  he  hi«^t, 

But  under  him  a  gray  steede  he  did  wield, 

Whoee  sides  with  dapled  circles  weren  dight : 


Upright  he  rode,  ana  in  his  silver  slueld 

He  bore  a  bloodie  croese,  that  quartred  all  the 
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•^Now  by  my  head,"  saide  Guyon,  "  much  I  muse  19 

How  that  same  knight  should  doe  so  fowle  amis, 

Or  ever  gentle  damzell  so  abuse :  ' 

For  may  I  boldly  say,  he  surely  is 

A  right  good  knight,  and  trew  of  word  ywis : 

Ipresent  was,  and  can  it  witnesse  well, 

When  annes  he  swore,  and  streight  did  enterpris 

Th'  adventure  of  the  errant  damozell ; 

In  which  he  hath  great  glory  wonne,  as  I  heare  teL 

'*  Nathlesse  he  shortly  shall  againe  be  tryde,  20 

And  fairely  quit  him  of  th'  imputed  blame ; 

Els,  be  ye  sure,  he  dearely  shall  abyde. 

Or  make  you  good  amendment  for  the  same: 

All  wrongs  have  mendes,but  no  amendes  of  shame. 

Now  therefore,  kdy,  rise  out  of  your  paine. 

And  see  the  salvinff  of  your  blotted  name." 

Full  lolii  she  seema  thereto,  but  yet  did  faine ; 

For  she  was  inly  glad  her  purpose  so  to  gaine. 

Her  purpose  was  not  such  as  she  did  faine,  21 

Ne  yet  her  i>er8on  such  as  it  was  scene ; 

But  under  simple  shew,  and  semblant  plains, 

Lurkt  false  Duessa  secretly  unseene. 

As  a  chaste  virgin  that  had  wronged  beene ; 

So  had  false  Archimago  her  disguysd. 

To  cloke  her  guile  with  sorrow  ana  sad  teene ; 

And  eke  himselfe  had  craflily  devisd 

To  be  her  squire,  and  do  her  service  well  aguisd. 

Her,  late  forlome  and  naked,  he  had  found  22 

Where  she  did  wander  in  waste  wildemesse, 

Lurldujg  in  rockes  and  caves  far  under  ground, 

And  with  greene  mosse  cov'ring  her  nakednesse 

To  hide  her  shame  and  loathly  filthinesse, 

Sith  her  Prince  Arthur  of  proud  ornaments 

And  borrowd  beauty  spoyld :  her  nathelesso 

Th'  enohaunter  finding  fit  for  his  intents 

IHd  thus  revest,  and  oeckt  wiUi  dew  habiliments. 

For  all  he  did  was  to  deceive  good  knights,  23 

And  draw  them  from  pursuit  of  praise  and  fame 

To  slug  in  slouth  and  sensuall  delights. 

And  end  their  daies  with  irrenowned  shame. 

And  now  exceeding  griefe  him  overcame. 

To  see  the  Eedcrosse  thus  advaunced  hye  | 

Therefore  this  craftie  engine  he  did  frame. 

Against  his  praise  to  stirre  up  enmitye 

Of  such,  as  vertues  like  mote  unto  him  allye. 
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So  now  he  Giiron  frnydes  an  uncouth  way  24 

Through  woo&  and  mountaines,  till  th^y  came  at  last 

Into  a  pleasant  dale  that  lowly  lay 

Betwixt  two  hils,  whose  high  heads,  orerplast. 

The  ralley  did  with  coole  shade  overcast ; 

Throu^  midst  thereof  a  little  rirer  rold» 

'By  whidi  there  sate  a  knight  with  hekne  unlaste, 

Himselfe  refireshing  with  the  liquid  cold, 

After  his  travell  long  and  labours  manifold. 

••liO !  yonder  he,"  cirde  Archimage  alowd,  25 

**  That  wrought  the  snamefull  fact  which  I  did  shew; 

And  now  he  doth  himselfe  in  secret  shrowd. 

To  fly  the  yengeaunce  for  his  outrage  dew; 

But  Taine ;  for  ye  shall  dearely  do  him  rew: 

(So  God  ye  speed  and  send  you  good  successe !) 

Which  we  far  off  will  here  abide  to  vew." 

So  they  him  left  inflam*d  with  wrathfulnesse. 

That  stzeight  against  that  knight  his  speare  he  did  addresie. 

Who,  seeing  him  firom  far  so  fierce  to  pricke,  26 

His  warlike  armes  about  him  gan  embrace, 

And  in  the  rest  his  ready  speare  did  sticke ; 

Tho,  whenas  still  he  saw  him  towards  pace. 

He  gan  rencounter  him  in  equall  race. 

They  bene  ymett,  both  ready  to  a0rap. 

When  sudoeinly  that  warriour  gan  abace 

His  threatned  speare,  as  if  some  new  mishap 

Had  him  betide,  or  hidden  danger  did  entrap ; 

And  ciTrde,  "  Mercie,  sir  knight !  and  mercie,  lord,  27 

For  mine  offence  and  heedelesse  hardiment. 

That  had  almost  committed  crime  abhord. 

And  with  reprochfull  shame  mine  honour  shent. 

Whiles  cursed  Steele  against  that  badge  I  bent. 

The  sacred  badge  of  my  Bedeemers  death, 

Which  on  your  shield  is  set  for  ornament !" 

Bat  his  fierce  foe  his  steed  could  stay  uneath, 

Who,  prickt  with  courage  kene,  did  cruell  battell  breath. 

Bat,  when  he  heard  him  8i>eake,  streight  way  he  knew    23' 

His  errour ;  and,  himselfe  incljming,  sayd ; 

•*  Ah  I  deare  Sir  Guyon,  well  becommem  you, 

But  me  behoveth  nUher  to  upbrayd. 

Whose  hastie  hand  so  far  from  reason  8trayd» 

That  almost  it  did  haynous  violence 

On  that  fayre  ymage  of  that  heyenly  ma^d. 

That  decks  and  armes  your  shield  with  faire  defences 

Your  oourt'sie  takes  on  you  anothers  dew  offence.*' 
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So  heene  they  both  stone,  and  doen  npreare  29 

Their  berers  bright  each  other  for  to  greet ; 

Gk)od]j  oomportaunoe  each  to  other  beare, 

And  entertaine  themselyes  with  oourt'sies  meet. 

Then  said  the  Sedcroeae  knight ;  "  Now  mote  I  weet, 

Sir  Guyon,  why  with  so  fierce  saliaance. 

And  fell  intent  ye  did  at  earst  me  meet ; 

For,  sith  I  know  your  goodly  goayemannce, 

Great  cause,  I  weene,  you  guided,  or  some  uncouth  chaunce."* 

''Certo8,"Baidhe,  "  weU  mote  I  shame  to  tell  90 

The  fond  encheason  that  me  hether  led. 

A  false  inf&mous  ftitour  late  befell 

Me  for  to  meet,  that  seemed  ill  bested. 

And  playnd  of  grievous  outrage,  which  he  red 

A  knuiht  had  wrought  against  a  lady  gent ; 

WhioHto  avenge,  he  to  this  place  me  led. 

Where  you  he  made  the  marke  of  his  intent, 

And  now  is  fled :  foule  shame  him  follow  wher  he  went  T 

So  can  he  tume  his  earnest  unto  game,  91 

Through  goodly  handling  and  wise  temperaonoe. 

By  this  his  aged  guide  in  presence  came ; 

"Who,  soone  as  on  that  knight  his  eye  did  glaunce, 

Eftsoones  of  him  had  perfect  oogniaaunce, 

Si<^  him  in  Faery  court  he  late  aviad ; 

And  said ;  "  Fayre  sonne,  God  give  you  happy  chaunoe. 

And  that  deare  Crosse  uppon  your  shield  devixd, 

Wherevdth  above  all  lou^ts  ye  goodly  seeme  aguizd  I 

**  loy  may  you  have,  and  everiasting  fame,  92 

Of  late  most  hard  aUshiev'ment  by  you  donne, 

For  which  enrolled  is  your  glorious  name 

In  heavenly  registers  above  the  sunne. 

Where  you  a  saint  with  saints  your  seat  have  wonne  I 

But  wretched  we,  where  ye  have  left  your  marke. 

Must  now  anew  begin  like  race  to  ronne. 

God  guide  thee,  Guyon,  well  to  end  thy  warke. 

And  to  the  wished  haven  bring  thy  weary  barke  !** 

^  Fdmer,"  him  answered  the  Bedorosse  knight,  93 

**  His  be  the  praise,  that  this  atchiev*ment  wrought, 

Who  made  my  hand  the  organ  of  His  might! 

More  then  gdodwill  to  me  attribute  nought; 

For  alll  did,  I  did  but  as  I  ought. 

But  you,  faire  sir,  whose  pageant  next  ensewes. 

Well  mote  yee  thee,  as  well  can  wish  your  thought, 

That  home  ye  may  report  thrise  happy  uewes ! 

For  well  ye  worthy  bene  for  worth  and  gentle  thewes,'* 
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So  eoorteoos  oong^  both  did  give  and  take,  34 

With  right  hands  plighted,  pledges  of  good  wiU. 

Tlien  G^on  forward  gan  his  voyage  make 

With  his  blacke  palmer,  that  him  guided  still: 

Still  he  him  guided  over  dale  and  hill. 

And  with  his  steedy  stafie  did  point  his  wajr ; 

His  race  with  reason,  and  with  words  his  will. 

From  fowle  intemperaonce  he  ofte  did  stay, 

And  aofi&ed  not  in  wrath  his  hasty  steps  to  stray. 

In  this  £ure  wise  th^  traveild  long  yfere,  35 

Throo^  many  hard  assayes  which  did  betide ; 

Of  which  he  honour  still  away  did  beare. 

And  spred  bis  gloiy  through  all  countrres  wide. 

At  last,  as  chaunst  them  by  a  forest  side 

To  passe,  for  succour  from  Qie  scorching  rav. 

They  heard  a  ruefull  roice,  that  deamly  criae 

Witii  percing  shriekes  and  many  a  dolefiill  lay ; 

Whidi  to  attend,  awhQe  their  forward  steps  they  stay. 

"  Bat  if  that  carelesse  hevens,"  quoth  she,  "  despise         36 

The  doome  of  lost  revenge,  and  take  delight 

To  see  sadpageaunts  of  mens  miseries. 

As  bownd  by  them  to  live  in  lives  despight ; 

Tet  can  they  not  wame  Death  from  wretched  wight 

Come,  then ;  come  soone ;  come,  sweetest  Death,  to  ma. 

And  take  away  this  long  lent  loathed  light : 

Sharpe  be  thy  wounds,  but  sweete  the  medicines  be. 

That  long  captived  soules  from  weary  thraldrome  free. 

^  But  thou,  sweete  babe,  whom  frowning  froward  fate      37 

Hath  made  sad  witaesse  of  thy  fathers  tall, 

Sith  heven  thee  deignes  to  hold  in  living  state, 

Ixmg  maist  thou  live,  and  better  thrive  withall 

Then  to  thy  lucklesse  parents  did  befall ! 

Live  ihmi  I  and  to  thy  mother  dead  attest. 

That  cleare  she  dide  from  blemish  cnminall : 

Thy  little  hands  embrewd  in  bleeding  brest 

Loe !  I  for  hedges  leave  \   So  give  me  leave  to  rest !" 

With  that,  a  deadly  shneke  she  forth  did  throw  38 

That  through  the  wood  re-echoed  againe ; 
And  after  gsve  a  grone^o  deepe  and  low 
That  seemd  her  tender  hart  was  rent  in  twaine. 
Or  thrikl  with  point  of  thorough-piercing  paine : 
As  gentle  hynd»  whose  sides  with  cruell  Steele 
Throogli  launched,  forth  her  bleeding  life  does  raine. 
Whiles  the  sad  pang  approching  shoe  does  feele, 
Braiet  oat  ha  latest  breath,  and  up  her  eies  doth  seele. 
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Wkicli  when  that  warriour  heard,  dismoanting  straict      39 

From  his  tall  steed,  he  rusht  into  the  thick, 

And  soone  arrived  where  that  sad  pourtraict 

Of  death  and  dolour  lay,  halfe  dead,  halfe  quick ; 

In  whose  white  alabaster  brest  did  stick 

A  cruell  knife,  that  made  a  griesly  wownd. 

From  which  forth  gusht  a  stream  of  gore-blood  thick, 

That  all  her  goodly  garments  staind  arownd, 

And  into  a  deep  sanguine  dide  the  grassy  grownd. 

Pitifiill  spectacle  of  deadly  smart,  43 

Beside  a  oubling  fountaine  low  she  lay. 

Which  shee  increased  with  her  bleeding  hart, 

And  the  cleane  waves  with  purple  gore  did  ray : 

ALs  in  her  lap  a  lovely  babe  did  play 

His  cruell  sport,  in  stead  of  sorrow  dew; 

For  in  her  streaming  blood  he  did  embay 

His  little  hands,  and  tender  ioints  embrew : 

Pitifull  spectacle,  as  ever  eie  did  vew! 

Besides  them  both,  upon  the  soiled  gras  41 

The  dead  corse  of  an  armed  knight  was  spred, 

Whose  armour  all  with  blood  besprincled  was  t 

His  ruddy  lips  did  smyle,  and  rosy  red 

Did  paint  his  chearefuU  cheekes,  yett  being  ded ; 

Seemd  to  have  beene  a  goodly  personage, 

Now  in  his  freshest  flowre  of'lustyhed, 

Fitt  to  inflame  faire  lady  with  loves  rage, 

But  that  fiers  fate  did  crop  the  blossome  of  his  age. 

Whom  when  the  good  Sir  Gtiyon  did  behold,  43 

His  hart  gan  wexe  as  starke  as  marble  stone, 

And  his  fresh  blood  did  frieze  with  fearefull  cold^ 

That  all  his  sences  seemd  berefte  attone : 

At  last  his  mig[hty  ghost  gan  deepe  to  grone. 

As  lion,  grud^ff  in  his  great  disdaine, 

Moumes  inwardly,  and  makes  to  himselfe  mono ; 

Til  ruth  and  fraile  affection  did  constraine 

His  stoat  courage  to  stoupe,  and  shew  his  inward  paine. 

round  the  cruell  steel  43 

,  and  did  the  floodgate  stop 

nent :  then  gan  softly  feel 

0  prove  if  any  drop 

;  in  her  veynes  did  hop : 

It  to  move,  he  hoped  faire 

o  her  forsaken  shop : 

deadly  wounds  repaire, 

ee  gan  to  breath  out  living  aire. 
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Which  he  peroeivin^,  ffreatly  gan  rejoice,  -  41 

And  goodlj  oounBell,  tbat  for  wouaded  hart 

Is  meetest  med'cine,  tempred  with  sweete  voice ; 

"  Ay  me !  deare  lady,  which  the  ymage  art 

Of  ruefxill  pi tty  and  impatient  smart. 

What  direfuU  chaonce  armd  with  avenging  fate. 

Or  cursed  hand,  hath  plaid  this  cmell  part, 

Thus  fowle  to  hasten  your  untimely  date  P 

Speake,  Oh,  dear  lady,  speake ;  help  never  comes  too  late.** 

Therei^-ith,  her  dim  eie-lids  she  up  gan  reare,  45 

On  which  the  drery  death  did  sitt  as  sad 

As  lump  of  lead,  and  made  darke  clouds  anpeares 

But  when  as  him,  all  in  bright  armour  ckd, 

Before  her  standing  she  espied  had, 

As  one  out  of  a  deadly  dreame  affright. 

She  weakely  started,  yet  she  nothing  drad : 

Streight  downe  againe  herselfe  in  great  despight : 

She  groveling  threw  to  ground,  as  hating  hie  and  light. 

The  gentle  knight  her  soone  with  careful]  paine  43 

Uplifted  light,  and  softly  did  uphold : 

Tnrise  he  ner  reard,  ana  thrise  she  sunck  againe. 

Till  he  his  armes  about  her  sides  gan  fold, 

And  to  her  said  ;  "  Yet,  if  the  stony  cold 

Have  not  all  seized  on  your  frozen  hart, 

Let  one  word  fall  that  may  your  grief  unfold. 

And  tell  the  secrete  of  your  mortall  smart : 

He  ofb  finds  present  helpe,  who  does  his  griefe  impart." 

Then,  casting  up  a  deadly  looke,  full  low  47 

She  sigh't  from  oottome  of  her  wounded  brest; 

And,  afVer  many  bitter  throbs  did  throw, 

With  lips  full  pale,  and  foltrinc:  tong  opprest. 

These  words  she  breathed  forth  from  nven  chest; 

"  Leave,  ah !  leave  off,  whatever  wight  thou  bee. 

To  lett  a  weary  wretch  from  her  dew  rest, 

And  trouble  dying  soules  tranquilitee ; 

Take  not  away  now  got,  which  none  would  give  to  me." 

"  Ah !  far  be  it,"  said  he,  "  dear  dame,  fro  mee,  43 

To  hinder  soule  from  her  desired  rest, 

Or  hold  sad  life  in  long  captivitee : 

For,  all  I  seeke,  is  but  to  have  redrest 

The  bitter  pangs  that  doth  your  heart  infest. 

Tell  then.  O  lady,  tell  what  fatall  priefe 

Hath  with  so  huge  miflfortune  you  opprest ; 

That  I  mav  cast  to  compas  your  reUefe,  ^ 

Or  die  with  yoa  in  sorrow,  and  partake  your  griefe. 
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With  feeble  Iiands  then  stretched  forth  on  hye,  49 

Ab  heyen  accusing  guilty  of  her  death, 

And  with  dry  drops  congealed  in  her  eye, 

In  these  sad  wordes  she  spent  her  utmost  breath ; 

**  Heare  then,  O  man,  the  sorrowes  that  uneath 

My  ton^  can  tell,  so  far  all  sence  they  pas ! 

Loe !  this  dead  corpse,  that  lies  here  underneath, 

The  gentlest  knight,  that  ever  on  greene  gras 

Gky  steed  with  spurs  did  pricke,  the  good  Sir  Mordant  wast 

**  Was,  (ay  the  while,  that  he  is  not  so  now ! )  50 

My  lord,  my  love,  my  deare  lord,  my  deare  love. 

So  long  as  hevens  iust  with  equall  brow 

Vouchsafed  to  behold  us  from  above. 

One  day,  when  him  high  oorage  did  emmove, 

(As  wont  ye  knightes  to  seeke  adventures  wUde,) 

He  pricked  forth  his  puissant  force  to  orove, 

Me  then  he  left  enwombed  of  this  chilae. 

This  luoklesse  okilde,  whom  thus  ye  see  with  blood  defild. 

"  Him  fortuned  (hard  fortune  ye  may  ghesse  I)  51 

To  come,  where  vile  Acrasia  does  wonne : 

Acrasia,  a  false  enchamnteresse, 

That  many  errant  knightes  have  fowle  fordonne; 

Within  a  wandring  island,  that  doth  ronne 

And  stray  in  perilous  gulfe,  her  dwelling  is : 

Fayre  sir,  if  ever  there  ye  travell,  shonne 

The  cursed  land  where  man^  wend  amis. 

And  know  it  by  the  name ;  it  hight  the  Bowre  qfBUs. 

**  Her  blis  is  all  im  pleasure,  aad  delight,  52 

Wherewith  she  makes  her  lovers  dronken  mad; 

And  then  with  words,  and  weedes,  of  wondroas  might. 

On  them  she  workes  her  will  to  uses  bad : 

My  liefest  lord  she  thus  beguiled  had ; 

For  he  was  fledi :  (all  flesh  doth fra3ritie  breed!) 

Whom  when  I  heard  to  beene  so  ill  bestad, 

(Weake  wretch,)  I  wrapt  myselfe  in  palmers  weed. 

And  caat  to  seek  him  forth  through  danger  and  great  dreed. 

**  New  had  favre  Cynthia  by  even  tovmes  53 

FuU  measured  three^uarteare  of  her  yeare, 

And  thrice  three  tymes  had  fild  her  crooked  homes, 

Whenas  my  wombe  her  buidein  weuld  forbesre, 

And  bad  me  call  Lucina  to  me  neare. 

Lucina  came :  a  manchild  forth  I  brought: 

The  woods,  the  nymphes,  my  bowres.  my  midwives,  weare 

Hard  help  at  need !  so  deare  thee,  babe,  I  bought ; 

Yet  nought  too  dear  I  deemd,  while  so  my  deare  I  sought. 
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**  Him  80 1  sought ;  and  so  at  last  I  fownd,  ^  54 

Where  him  that  witch  had  thralled  to  her  will, 

Id  chaines  of  lust  and  lewde  desyres  yhownd, 

And  so  transformed  from  his  former  skill. 

That  me  he  knew  not,  nether  his  owne  ill ; 

1^11,  through  wise  handling  and  faire  goyernannce, 

I  him  recmned  to  a  better  will, 

Purged  from  drugs  of  fowle  intemperaunce : 

Then  meanes  I  gan  devise  for  his  delireranoe. 

"  Which  when  the  vile  enchaontresse  perceir'd,  65 

How  that  my  lord  from  her  I  would  reprive, 

With  cup  thus  charmd  him  parting  she  deceivd ; 

'  Sad  Terse,  give  death  to  him  that  death  does  give, 

And  losse  of  love  to  her  that  loves  to  live. 

So  soone  as  Bacchus  with  the  Nymphe  does  lincket' 

6o  puted  we,  and  on  our  ioumey  arive : 

Till,  coming  to  this  well,  he  stoupt  to  drincke : 

The  diarme  fulfild,  dead  suddeinly  he  downe  did  sincke. 

56 
"  Which,  when  I,  wretch"— Not  one  word  more  she  sayd. 
But  breaking  off  the  end  for  want  of  breath, 
And  slyding  soft,  as  downe  tc  sleepe  her  layd. 
And  ended  all  her  woe  in  quiet  death. 
That  seeing,  (rood  Sir  Guyon  could  uneath 
From  teares  ab8ta;nie ;  for  ^efe  his  hart  did  grate, 
And  horn  so  heavie  sight  his  head  did  wreath, 
Accusing  fortune,  and  too  oruell  fate, 
l^liich  plonged  had  fure  lady  in  so  wretched  state. 

TTien,  turning  to  his  palmer,  said ;  "  Old  syre,  57 

Behold  the  ymage  of  mortalitie. 

And  feeble  nature  cloth'd  with  fleshly  tyre ! 

When  raging  Passion  with  fierce  tynmny 

Bobs  Beason  of  her  dew  regalitie. 

And  makes  it  servaunt  to  her  basest  part ; 

The  strong  it  weakens  with  infirmitie. 

And  with  bold  furie  armes  the  weakest  hart !  [smart.'' 

The  strong  through  pleasure  soonest  falles,  the  weake  through 

•■  But  Temperaxmce,"  said  he,  "  with  golden  squire  68 

Betwixt  them  both  can  measure  out  a  meane; 

Nether  to  melt  in  pleasures  whott  desyre, 

Nor  frye  in  hartlesse  griefe  and  dolefull  tene : 

Thrise  happy  man,  who  fares  them  both  atweene ! 

But  sith  this  wretched  woman  overcome 

Of  anguish,  rather  then  of  crime,  hath  bene, 

Be«erve  her  cause  to  her  etemall  doome ;  ^ 

AfMJj  in  the  meane,  TOOidiBafe  her  honorable  toombe. 
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"  Palmer,"  auoth  he, ''  death  is  an  equall  doome  69 

To  good  and  bad,  the  common  in  of  rest ; 

But  afler  death  the  tiyall  is  to  come, 

When  best  shall  bee  to  them  that  lived  best: 

But  both  alike,  when  death  hath  both  supprest, 

Eeligious  reverence  doth  burial  teene ; 

Which  whoso  wants,  wants  so  much  of  his  rest : 

For  all  so  greet  shame  after  death  I  weene. 

As  selfe  to  dyen  bad,  unburied  bad  to  beene. 

So  both  agree  their  bodies  to  engrave :  00 

The  great  earthes  wombe  thev  open  to  the  sky, 

And  with  sad  C3rpresse  seemely  it  embrave ; 

Then,  covering  with  a  clod  their  closed  eye. 

They  lav  therein  their  corses  tenderly, 

And  bid  them  sleepe  in  everlasting  peace. 

But,  ere  they  did  their  utmost  obsequy, 

Sir  Guyon  more  affection  to  increace, 

Bjmempt  a  sacred  vow,  which  none  should  ay  releace. 

The  dead  knights  sword  out  of  his  sheath  he  drew,  01 

With  which  he  cutt  a  lock  of  all  their  heare. 

Which  medling  with  their  blood  and  earth  ne  threw 

Into  the  grave,  and  mm  devoutly  sweare ; 

"  Such  and  such  evilGod  on  Guyon  reare. 

And  worse  and  worse,  young  orphane.  be  thy  payne, 

If  I,  or  thou,  dew  vengeaunce  doe  forbeare. 

Till  guil tie  blood  her  guerdon  doe  obtavne !" — 

So,  shedding  many  teares,  they  dosd  tne  earth  agayne* 


CANTO  n. 

Babes  bloody  handes  mi^  not  be  dentd. 

The  face  of  Golden  Meane: 
Her  sisters.  Two  Extremities, 

Strive  her  to  banish  deane. 

Thtts  when  Sir  Gruyon  with  his  faithM  guyde  1 

Had  with  dew  rites  and  dolorous  lament 

The  end  of  their  sad  tragedie  uptyde. 

The  little  babe  up  in  his  armes  he  hent : 

Who  with  sweet  pleasaunce,  and  bold  blandishment, 

Gan  smyle  on  them,  that  rather  ought  to  weepe. 

As  carelesse  of  his  woe,  or  innocent 

Of  that  was  doen ;  that  ruth  emperced  deepe  [steepe: 

In  that  knightes  hart,  and  wordes  with  oitter  tearos  did 
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**  All !  lockles^e  babe,  borne  rmder  cruell  etarre^  2 

And  in  dead  parents  balefiill  aahee  bred. 

Full  little  weenent  thou  what  sorrowes  are 

Left  thee  for  porcion  of  thy  livelyhed ; 

Poore  orphane  1  in  the  wide  world  scattered, 

As  budding  braunch  rent  from  the  native  tree. 

And  throwen  forth,  till  it  be  withered ! 

Such  is  the  state  of  men !    Thus  enter  we 

Into  this  life  with  woe,  and  end  with  miseree  I" 

Then,  soft  himselfe  inclynini;  on  his  knee  3 

Downe  to  that  well,  did  in  the  water  weene 

(So  love  does  loath  disdainefull  nicitee) 

His  guiltie  handes  from  bloody  gore  to  cleene : 

He  washt  them  oft  and  oft,  yet  nought  they  beeno 

For  all  his  washing  cleaner :  still  he  strove ; 

Yet  still  the  litle  hands  were  bloody  seene : 

The  which  him  into  great  amaz'ment  drove, 

And  into  diverse  doubt  his  wavering  wonder  clove. 

He  wist  not  whether  blott  of  fowle  offence  4 

Might  not  be  nurgd  with  water  nor  with  bath ; 

Or  that  High  God,  in  lieu  of  innocence. 

Imprinted  had  that  token  of  His  wrath. 

To  shew  how  sore  bloodguiltinesse  He  hat'th : 

Or  that  the  charme  and  veneme,  which  they  dronck. 

Their  blood  with  secret  filth  infected  hath. 

Being  difiused  through  the  senceless  tronck 

That,  through  the  great  contagion,  direful  deadly  stonok. 

"Whom  thus  at  gaze  the  palmer  gan  to  bord  6 

With  goodly  reason,  and  thus  fayre  bespake ; 

"  Ye  l^e  ri^ht  hard  amated,  gratious  lord. 

And  of  your  ignorance  great  marveill  make 

li\'lules  cause  not  well  conceived  ye  mistake. 

But  know,  that  secret  vertues  are  infusd 

In  every  fountaine,  and  in  everie  lake. 

Which,  who  hath  skiU  them  rightly  to  have  chusd. 

To  proofe  of  passing  wonders  hath  fuU  often  usd : 

••  Of  those,  some  were  so  from  their  sourse  indewd  6 

Bv  ^preat  dame  Nature,  from  whose  fruitfuU  pap 

lucir  welheads  spring,  and  are  with  moisture  aeawd ; 

Which  feeds  each  living  plant  with  liquid  sap, 

And  fills  with  flowres  favre  Floraes  painted  lap : 

But  other  some,  by  guifte  of  later  grace 

Or  by  good  prayers,  or  by  other  hap, 

Had  verlue  noiird  into  their  waters  bace,  Fplaoe. 

And  thenceforth  were  renowmd,  and  sought  from  place  to 
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"  Sach  is  this  well,  wroaffht  byoooasion  etrannge,  7 

Which  to  her  nymph  betelL    Upon  a  day, 

Ab  she  the  wooaes  with  bow  ana  shaftes  did  raoage, 

The  heartlesse  hynd  and  roebucke  to  dismay, 

Dan  Faunas  chaunst  to  meet  her  b^  the  way. 

And,  kindling  fire  at  her  faire-bnmmg  eye. 

Inflamed  was  to  follow  beauties  chace. 

And  chased  her,  that  fast  from  him  did  flj[; 

As  hynd  from  her,  so  she  fled  from  her  enimy. 

**  At  last,  when  fayling  breath  began  to  faint,  8 

And  saw  no  meanes  to  scape :  of  shame  afirayd, 

She  set  her  downe  to  weepe  tor  sore  constraint ; 

And,  to  Diana  calling  lowd  for  ayde. 

Her  deare  besought  to  let  her  die  a  mayd. 

The  ^oddesse  heard;  and  suddeine,  where  she  sate 

Wellmg  out  streames  of  teares,  and  quite  dismayd 

With  stony  feare  of  that  rude  rustiok  mate, 

Transformd  her  to  a  stone  from  stedfast  virgins  state. 

*'  Lo !  now  she  is  that  stone ;  from  whose  two  heads,         9 

As  from  two  weeping  eyes,  fresh  streames  do  flow, 

Yet  colde  through  feare  and  old  conceived  dreads; 

And  yet  the  stone  her  semblance  seemes  to  show, 

Shapt  Hke  a  maide,  that  such  ye  may  her  know ; 

Ana  yet  her  vertues  in  her  water  byde : 

For  it  is  chaste  and  pure  as  purest  snow, 

Ne  lets  her  waves  with  any  filth  be  dyde ; 

But  ever,  like  herselfe,  unstayned  hath  beene  tryde. 

**  From  thence  it  comes,  that  this  babes  bloody  hand       10 

May  not  be  clensd  with  water  of  this  well : 

Ne  certes,  sir,  strive  you  it  to  withstand. 

But  let  them  still  be  oloody,  as  befell. 

That  they  his  mothers  innocence  may  tell, 

As  she  bequeathd  in  her  last  testament ; 

That  as  a  sacred  svmbole,  it  may  dwell 

In  her  sonnes  flesh,  to  mind  revenffement. 

And  be  for  all  cbaste  dames  an  encQesse  moniment.** 

He  hearkned  to  his  reason ;  and  the  childe  11 

Uptaking,  to  the  palmer  gave  to  beare; 
But  his  sad  fathers  armes  with  blood  defilde, 
An  heavie  load,  himselfe  did  lightlv  reare ; 
And  turninff  to  that  place,  in  which  whyleare 
He  left  Lis  loflie  steed  with  golden  sell 
And  goodly  gorgeous  barbes,  him  found  not  theares 
"By  other  accident,  that  earst  befell, 
e  is  convaide ;  but  how,  or  where,  here  fits  not  teH 
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Whicli  when  Sir  Gnjon  saw,  all  were  he  wroth*  12 

Yet  al^ates  mote  he  soft  himselfe  appease, 

And  fairely  fare  on  foot,  however  loth: 

His  doable  burden  did  him  sore  disease. 

So,  long  they  traveiled  with  Httle  ease. 

Till  that  at  last  they  to  a  castle  came, 

Boilt  on  a  rocke  acUoyning  to  the  seas : 

It  was  an  anncient  worke  of  4ntique  fame, 

And  wondrous  strong  by  nature  and  by  skilfull  frame. 

Therein  three  sisters  dwelt  of  sundiy  sort,  13 

The  children  of  one  syre  by  mothers  three; 

Who,  dying  whylome,  did  divide  this  fort 

To  them  bv  equall  shares  in  equall  fee: 

But  stnrfull  mmd  and  diverse  qualitee 

Drew  tnem  in  partes,  and  each  made  others  foe  s 

Still  did  the:^  strive  and  daily  disagree ; 

The  eldest  <£d  against  the  youngest  goe, 

And  both  against  the  middest  meant  to  worken  woe. 

Where  when  the  knight  arriv'd,  he  was  right  weU  14 

Beceiv'd,  as  knight  of  so  much  worth  beoune. 

Of  second  sister,  who  did  far  ezcell 

The  other  two;  Medina  was  her  name, 

A  sober,  sad,  and  comely  courteous  dame  s 

Who  rich  arayd,  and  yet  in  modest  guize, 

In  goodly  garments  that  her  well  became, 

Payre  marching  forth  in  honorable  wize, 

Him  at  the  threshold  mett  and  weU  did  enterprize. 

She  led  him  up  into  a  goodly  bowre,  15 

And  comely  courted  with  meete  modestie; 

Ke  in  her  speach,  ne  in  her  haviour. 

Was  lightnesse  scene  or  looser  vanitie. 

But  gratious  womanhood,  and  gravitie, 

Above  the  reason  of  her  youthly  yeares : 

Her  golden  lockes  she  roundly  did  uptye 

In  breaded  tramels,  that  no  looser  heares 

Did  out  of  order  stray  about  her  daintie  eares. 

Whilst  she  her  selfe  thus  busily  did  frame  10 

Seemelv  to  entertaine  her  new-come  guest» 

I^ewes  nereof  to  her  other  sisters  came, 

Who  all  this  while  were  at  their  wanton  rest, 

Accourting  each  her  head  with  lavish  fest : 

Thev  were  two  knights  of  perelesse  puissaunce, 

And  famous  far  abroad  for  warlike  gest, 

Whidi  to  ihe«e  ladies  love  did  oountenaunce. 

And  to  his  mistresie  each  himselfe  strove  to  advaunce. 
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He,  that  made  love  unto  the  eldest  dame,  17 

Was  hight  Sir  Huddibras,  an  hardy  man; 

Tet  not  BO  good  of  deedes  as  great  of  name, 

Which  he  by  many  rash  adventures  wan. 

Since  errant  armes  to  sew  he  first  began. 

More  huge  in  strength  than  wise  in  workes  he  was 

And  reason  with  fool-hardize  orer-ran ; 

Sterne  melancholy  did  his  courage  pas ; 

And  was,  for  terrour  more,  all  arma  in  shyning  bras. 

But  he,  that  loT*d  the  youngest,  was  Sansloy;  18 

He,  that  faire  Una  late  fowle  oiitraged, 

The  most  imrulv  and  the  boldest  boy 

That  ever  warlike  weapons  menaged. 

And  all  to  lawlesse  lust  encouraged 

Through  strong  opinion  of  his  matchlesse  might; 

Ke  ought  he  car'a  whom  he  endamaged 

By  tortious  wrong,  or  whom  bereav'd  of  right ; 

He,  now  this  ladies  champion,  chose  for  love  to  fight. 

gese  two  gay  knights  vowd  to  so  diverse  loves,  19 

ch  other  does  envy  with  deadly  hate, 
And  daily  warre  against  his  foeman  moves, 
Iti  hope  to  win  more  favour  with  his  mate, 
And  tn'  others  pleasing  service  to  abate, 
To  magnifie  his  owne.    But  when  they  heard 
How  in  that  place  straunge  kni^t  arrived  late. 
Both  knights  and  ladies  forth  right  angry  far'd. 
And  fercely  unto  battell  steme  tnemselves  prepared. 

But,  ere  they  could  proceede  unto  the  place  20 

Where  he  abode,  themselves  at  discora  fell. 

And  cruel!  combat  ioynd  in  middle  space : 

With  horrible  assault  and  fury  fell. 

They  heapt  huge  strokes  the  scorned  life  to  quell. 

That  all  on  uprore  from  her  settled  seat 

The  house  was  raysd,  and  aU  that  in  did  dwell; 

Seemd  that  lowd  thunder  with  amazement  great 

Did  rend  the  ratling  skyes  with  flames  of  fouldring  heat. 

The  noyse  thereof  cald  forth  that  straun^er  knight,         2] 
To  weet  what  dreadfull  thing  was  there  m  bond ; 
Where  whenas  two  brave  kmghtes  in  bloody  fight 
With  deadly  rancour  he  enraunged  fond. 
His  sunbroad  shield  about  his  wrest  he  bond, 
And  shyning  blade  unsheathd,  with  which  he  ran 
Unto  that  stead,  their  strife  to  understond ; 
And.  at  his  first  arrivall,  them  began 
.    With  goodly  meanes  to  pacifie,  well  as  he  can. 
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But  they,  him  8p3ring,  both  with  greedy  forse  22 

Attonce  upon  him  ran,  and  him  beset 

With  stroKes  of  mortall  Steele  without  remorse, 

And  on  his  shield  like  yron  sledges  bet 

As  when  a  beare  and  tygre,  being  met 

In  cruell  fight  on  Lgrbicke  ocean  wide, 

Espye  a  traveiler  with  feet  surbet, 

Whom  they  in  eqnall  pray  hope  to  divide, 

They  stint  their  strife  and  him  assi^le  on  everie  side. 

Bat  he,  not  like  a  wearie  trayeilere,  23 

Their  sharp  assault  riffht  boldly  did  rebut 
And  suffred  not  their  olowes  to  byte  him  nere. 
But  with  redoubled  buffes  them  liacke  did  put : 
Whose  grieTed  mindes,  which  choler  did  englut, 
Against  themselves  turning  their  wrathfull  spight, 
Gan  with  new  nige  their  shieldes  to  hew  and  cut, 
But  still,  when  Cmyon  came  to  part  their  fight. 
With  heavie  load  on  him  they  freshly  gan  to  smight 

As  a  tall  ship  tossed  in  troublous  seas,  24 

Whom  raging  windes.  threatning  to  make  the  pray 

Of  the  rough  rookes,  doe  diversly  disease, 

Meetes  two  contririe  biUowes  by  the  way, 

That  her  on  either  side  doe  sore  assay. 

And  boast  to  swallow  her  in  greedy  grave ; 

Shee,  scorning  both  their  spights,  does  make  wide  way, 

And  with  her  brest  breaking  the  fomy  wave. 

Does  ride  on  both  their  backs,  and  faire  herself  doth  save : 

So  boldly  he  him  beares,  and  rusheth  forth  25 

Betweene  them  both,  by  conduct  of  his  blade. 

Wondrous  great  prowesse  and  heroick  worth 

He  shewd  that  day,  and  rare  ensample  made, 

When  two  so  migntie  warriours  he  oOsmade : 

Attonoe  he  wards  and  strikes ;  he  takes  and  paies ; 

Now  forst  to  yield,  now  forcing  to  invade ; 

Before,  behind,  and  round  about  him  hues : 

So  doidUe  was  his  paines,  so  double  be  his  praise. 

Straungesortoffi/^ht  three  valiaunt  knights  to  see         26 
Three  combates  iome  in  one,  and  to  dairaine 
A  triple  warre  with  triple  enmitee, 
All  for  their  ladies  froward  love  to  gaine, 
Which,  gotten,  was  but  hate.    So  Love  does  raine 
In  stoutest  minds,  and  maketh  monstrous  warre ; 
He  maketh  warre,  he  maketh  peace  againe, 
And  yett  his  peace  is  but  continual  iarre : 
O  mitenble  men,  that  to  him  subject  aire ! 
L  2 
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Whilst  tlius  they  minprled  were  in  fnrioTis  amies,  27 

The  faire  Medina  with  her  tresses  torne 

And  naked  brest,  in  pitty  of  their  harmes, 

Emongst  them  ran;  and,  falling  them  befome, 

Besought  them  by  the  womb  which  them  had  bom 

And  by  the  loves  which  were  to  them  most  deare, 

And  by  the  knighthood  which  they  sure  had  sworn 

Their  deadly  cruell  discord  to  forbeare, 

And  to  her  iust  conditions  of  faire  peace  to  heare. 

But  her  two  other  sisters,  standing  br,  28 

Her  lowd  gainsaid ;  and  both  their  champions  bad 

Pursew  the  end  of  their  strong  enmity, 

As  ever  of  their  loves  thev  would  be  glad : 

Yet  she  with  pitthy  words,  and  coonsell  sad. 

Still  strove  their  stubbome  ra^s  to  revoke ; 

That  at  the  last,  suppressing  fury  mad, 

Thev  gan  abstaine  from  dint  of  direfull  stroke. 

And  luurken  to  the  sober  speaches  which  she  spoke. 

"  Ah !  puissant  lords,  what  cursed  evill  spright,  29 

Or  fell  Erinnys,  in  your  noble  harts 

Her  heUish  brond  hath  kindled  with  despight. 

And  stird  you  up  to  worke  your  wilfull  smarts  P 

Is  this  the  ioy  of  armesP  be  these  the  parts 

Of  fflorious  knighthood,  after  blood  to  thrust, 

And  not  regard  dew  right  and  iust  desartsP 

Vaine  is  the  vaunt,  and  victory  uniust, 

That  more  to  mighty  hands  then  rightfull  cause  doth  tm^t. 

"  And  were  there  rightMl  cause  of  difference,  90 

Yet  were  not  better  fayre  it  to  accord. 

Then  with  blood-guiltinesse  to  heape  offence 

And  mortal  vengeaunce  ioyne  to  crime  abhordP 

O !  fly  from  wrath ;  fly.  O  my  liefest  lord ! 

Sad  be  the  sights,  and  bitter  fruits  of  warre. 

And  thousand  furies  wait  on  wrathftill  sword: 

Ne  ought  the  praise  of  prowesse  more  doth  marre 

Then  iowle  revenging  rage,  and  base  contentious  iarre. 

"But  lovely  concord,  and  most  sacred  peace,  31 

Both  noxirish  vertue,  and  fast  friendship  breeds ; 

Weake  she  makes  strong,  and  strong  thing  does  increace, 

Till  it  the  pitch  of  highest  praise  exceeds: 

Brave  be  her  warres,  and  honorable  deeds, 

By  which  she  triumphs  over  yre  and  pride. 

And  winnes  an  olire  girlond  for  her  meeds. 

Be  therefore,  O  my  deare  lords,  paciflde. 

And  this  misseeming  discord  meekely  lay  aside.** 
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Her  gracious  words  their  rancour  did  appall,  32 

And  soncke  so  deepe  into  their  boyling  breats. 

That  downe  they  lett  their  cruell  weapons  fall, 

And  lowly  did  abase  their  lofty  crests 

To  her  faire  presence  and  discrete  behests. 

Then  she  began  a  treaty  to  procure, 

And  stablish  terms  betwixt  both  their  requests. 

That  as  a  law  for  ever  should  endure; 

Which  to  observe,  in  word  of  knights  they  did  assure. 

Which  to  confirme  and  fast  to  bind  their  league,  33 

After  their  weary  sweat  and  bloody  toile, 

She  then  besoufj^t,  during  their  quiet  treague. 

Into  her  lodging  to  repair  a  while, 

To  rest  themselves,  and  grace  to  reconcOe. 

They  soone  consent :  so  forth  with  her  they  fare- 

Where  they  are  well  receivd  and  made  to  spoile  ' 

Themselves  of  soiled  armes,  and  to  prepare 

Their  minds  to  pleasure,  and  their  mouths  to  dainty  fare. 

And  those  two  froward  sisters,  their  faire  loves,  34 

Came  with  them  eke,  all  were  they  wondrous  loth, 

And  fained  cheare,  as  for  the  time  behoves ; 

But  oould  not  colour  yet  so  well  the  troth, 

But  that  their  natures  badappeard  in  both: 

For  both  did  at  their  second  sister  grutch 

And  inly  grieve,  as  doth  an  hidden  moth 

Ihe  inner  garment  frett,  not  th*  utter  touch; 

One  thought  he^  cheare  too  litle,  th*  other  thought  too  mutch. 

Elissa  (so  the  eldest  hight)  did  deeme  35 

Such  entertainment  base,  ne  ought  would  eat, 

Ne  ought  would  speake,  but  evermore  did  seeme 

As  discontent  for  want  of  merth  or  meat; 

No  solace  could  her  paramour  intreat 

Her  once  to  show,  ne  court,  nor  dalliaunce* 

But  with  bent  lowring  browes,  as  she  would  threat, 

She  scould,  and  frownd  with  froward  countenaunce; 

Unworthy  of  faire  ladies  comely  governaunco. 

But  young  Perissa  was  of  other  mynd,  86 

Full  of  disport,  still  kughing.  loosely  light. 

And  quite  contrary  to  her  sisters  kynd; 

T^o  measure  in  her  mood,  no  rule  of  rights 

But  poured  out  in  pleasure  and  delight: 

In  wine  and  meats  she  flowd  above  the  banck. 

And  in  excesse  exceeded  her  owne  might; 

In  sumptuous  tire  she  ioyd  her  self  to  pranck. 

)3ut  of  her  love  too  lavish :  httle  have  &e  thanck  I 
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Fast  by  her  ride  did  ritt  the  bold  Sansloy,  87 

Fitt  mate  for  such  a  mincing  mineon, 

Who  in  her  loosenesse  tooke  exceeding  ioy; 

Might  not  be  found  a  francker  franion. 

Of  her  leawd  parts  to  make  companion. 

But  Huddibras,  more  like  a  malecontent, 

Did  see  and  grieve  at  his  bold  fashion; 

Hardly  could  he  endure  his  hardiment; 

Yett  still  he  satt,  and  inly  did  himselfe  torment. 

Betwixt  them  both  the  faire  Medina  sate  88 

With  sober  grace  and  goodlT  carriage: 

With  equall  measure  sue  did  moderate 

The  strong  extremities  of  their  outdtge; 

That  forward  paire  she  ever  would  asswage, 

When  they  would  strive  dew  reason  to  exceed; 

But  that  same  froward  twaine  would  accordge, 

And  of  her  plenty  adde  unto  their  need : 

So  kept  she  them  in  order,  and  herselfe  in  heed.  ' 

Thus  fau*ely  shee  attempered  her  feast,  89 

And  pleasd  them  all  with  meete  satiety: 

At  last,  when  lust  of  meat  and  drinke  waa  ceast, 

She  Guyon  deare  besought  of  courtesie 

To  tell  from  whence  he  came  through  ieopardy, 

And  whether  now  on  new  adventure  bownd: 

Who  with  bold  grace,  and  comely  gravity, 

Drawing  to  him  the  eies  of  all  arownd, 

From  lofty  siege  began  these  words  alowd  to  sownd. 

"  This  thy  demaund,  O  lady,  doth  revive  40 

Fresh  memory  in  me  of  that  great  queene, 

Great  a,nd  most  glorious  virgin  queene  alive, 

That  with  her  soveraine  power,  and  scepter  shene, 

All  Faery  lond  does  peaceably  sustene. 

In  widest  ocean  she  her  throne  does  reare, 

That  over  all  the  earth  it  may  be  scene;  * 

As  morning  sunne  her  beams  dispredden  cleare; 

And  in  her  face  faire  peace  and  mercy  doth  appeare. 

•'  In  her  the  richesse  of  all  heavenly  grace  41 

In  chiefe  degree  are  heaped  up  on  nye: 

And  all,  that  els  this  worlds  enclosure  bace 

Hath  great  or  glorious  in  mortall  eye, 

Adomes  the  person  of  her  maiestye; 

That  men,  benolding  so  great  excellence 

And  rare  perfection  in  mortalitye. 

Doe  her  adore  with  sacred  reverence. 

As  th*  idole  of  her  Makers  great  magnificence. 
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"  To  her  I  homage  and  my  Bervice  owe,  43 

In  number  of  the  noblest  kmghtea  on  groond, 

Mongst  whom  on  me  she  deigned  to  bestowe 

Order  of  maydenhead,  the  most  renownd. 

That  may  this  day  in  all  the  world  be  found. 

An  yearely  solemn  feast  she  wontes  to  make, 

The  day  that  first  doth  lead  the  yeare  around. 

To  which  all  knights  of  worth  and  courage  bold 

S«sort,  to  heare  of  straunge  adventures  to  be  told. 

"  There  this  old  palmer  shewd  himselfe  that  day,  43 

And  to  that  mighty  prinoesse  did  complaine 
Of  grievous  mischietes,  which  a  wicked  Fay 
Had  wrought,  and  many  whelmd  in  deadly  paine, 
Whereof  he  crav'dredresse.  Mysoveraine, 
Whose  glory  is  in  gracious  deeds,  and  ioyes 
Throughout  the  world  her  mercy  to  maintaine, 
Eftsoones  devisd  redresse  for  such  annoyes  : 
Me,  all  unfitt  for  so  great  purpose,  she  employes. 

"  Now  hath  faire  Phebe  with  her  silver  face  44 

Thrise  seene  the  shadowes  of  the  neather  world, 

Sith  last  I  left  that  honorable  place, 

In  which  her  roiall  presence  is  entrold; 

Ne  ever  shall  I  rest  m  house  nor  hold. 

Till  I  t^at  false  Aorasia  have  wonne; 

Of  whose  fowle  deedes,  too  hideous  to  bee  told, 

I  witnesse  am,  and  this  their  wretched  sonne 

Whose  wofull  parents  she  hath  wickedly  fordonne." 

"  Tell  on,  fayre  sir,"  said  she,  "  that  dolefiiU  tale,  45 

From  which  sad  ruth  does  seeme  you  to  restraine. 

That  we  may  pit^such  nnhappie  bale. 

And  leame  from  Pleasures  poVson  to  abstaine: 

m,  by  ensample,  good  doth  ouen  gayne." 

Then  forward  he  his  purpose  gan  pursew. 

And  told  the  story  of^the  mortall  pajme. 

Which  Mordant  and  Amavia  did  rew; 

As,  wi^  lamenting  eyes,  himselfe  did  lately  vew. 

Ni^t  was  far  spent;  and  now  in  ocean  deep  dO 

Onon,  flying  fast  firom  hissing  snake. 

His  flaming  head  did  hasten  for  to  steep, 

When  of  his  pitteous  tale  he  end  did  make : 

Whilst  with  deUgbt  of  that  he  wisely  spake 

Those  guestes  b^yled  did  beguyle  their  eyes 

Of  kindly  sleepe,  that  did  them  overtake. 

At  last,  when  they  had  markt  the  chaunged  skyes. 

Th^y  wist  their  howre  was  spent;  then  each  to  rest  him  byes. 
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CANTO  ni. 

Vaine  Brairgadocchfo,  getting  Gaj- 

ons  horse,  is  made  the  scorne 
Of  knighthood  trew ;  and  is  of  fayra 

Belphoebe  fowle  forlorne. 

SooNE  as  the  morrow  fayre  with  purple  beames  1 

Disperst  the  shadowes  of  the  mis^  night, 

And  Titan,  playing  on  the  eastern  streames. 

Gran  cleare  the  deawy  ayre  with  springing  light; 

Sir  Guyon,  mindful!  of  his  vow  y  plight. 

Uprose  from  drowsie  couch,  and  him  addrest 

Unto  the  ioumey  which  he  had  behight: 

His  pTiissant  armes  about  his  noble  brest, 

And  many  folded  shield  he  bound  about  his  wrest. 

Then,  taking  cong^  of  that  virgin  pure,  S 

The  bloody-handed  babe  unto  ner  truth 

Did  earnestly  committ,  and  her  coniure 

In  vertuous  lore  to  traine  his  tender  youth, 

And  all  that  gentle  noriture  ensu'th; 

And  that,  so  soone  as  ryper  yeares  he  raught,  ^ 

Ae  might,  for  memory  of  that  dayes  ruth. 

Be  called  Euddymane;  and  thereby  taught 

T'  avenge  his  parents  death  on  them  that  had  it  wrought. 

So  forth  he  far'd,  as  now  befell,  on  foot,  t 

Sith  his  good  steed  is  lately  from  him  gone; 

Patience  perforce:  helplesse  what  may  it  boot 

To  frett  for  anger,  or  tor  griefe  to  moiie  P 

His  palmer  now  shall  foot  no  more  alone. 

So  fortune  wrought,  as  under  greene  woodes  sydo 

He  lately  heard  that  dying  lady  grone. 

He  left  his  steed  without,  and  speare  besyde, 

And  rushed  in  on  foot  to  ayd  her  ere  she  dyde. 

The  whyles  a  losell  wandring  by  the  way,  - 

One  that  to  bountie  never  cast  his  mynd, 

Ke  thought  of  honour  ever  did  assay 

His  baser  brest,  but  in  his  kestrell  kynd 

A  pleasing  vaine  of  glory  he  did  fyn^, 

To  which  nis  flowing  toung  and  troublous  spright 

Gave  him  great  ayd,  and  made  him  more  inclynd; 

He,  that  brave  steed  there  finding  ready  dight, 

Purloynd  both  steed  and  speare,  and  ran  away  Aill  light. 
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Now  gan  his  hart  all  swell  in  ioUity,  5 

And  of  himselfe  g[reat  hope  and  help  oonceiy'd, 

Thfit  puffed  up  with  smoke  of  ranity, 

And  with  selfe-loved  personage  deceiv'd, 

He  gan  to  hope  of  men  to  be  received 

For  such,  as  he  him  thought,  or  faine  would  bee: 

But  for  in  court  gay  portaunce  he  perceived. 

And  gallant  shew  to  be  in  greatest  gree, 

Dftsoones  to  court  he  cast  t  advaunce  his  first  degree. 

And  by  the  way  he  chaunced  to  espy  0 

One  sitting  ydle  on  a  sunny  bancke. 

To  whom  avauntin^  in  ^reat  bravery, 

As  peacocke  that  his  i|amted  plumes  doth  pranck, 

He  smote  his  courser  in  the  trembling  flanck, 

And  to  him  threatned  his  hart-thrilling  speare 

The  seely  man,  seeing  him  ryde  so  ranck 

And  ayme  at  him,  fell  flat  to  ground  for  feare, 

And  cr3ring,  "  Mercy,"  loud,  his  pitious  handes  gan  rearo. 

Thereat  the  scarcrow  wexed  wondrous  prowd,  7 

Through  fortune  of  his  first  adventure  fayre. 

And  with  big  thundring  voice  revvld  him  lowd ; 

"Vile  caytive,  vassal  of  dread  ana  despayreF 

TJnworthie  of  the  commune  breathed  ayre, 

"VVTiv  livest  thou,  dead  dog,  a  leiu^r  day, 

Ana  doest  not  unto  death  thyselio  prepayre  P 

Dy,  or  thyselfe  my  captive  yield  for  ay: 

Great  favour  I  thee  graunt  for  aunswere  thus  to  stay." 

"  Hold,  O  deare  lord,  hold  your  dead-doing  hand,"  8 

Then  loud  he  cryde,  "  I  am  your  humble  thrall." 

•*  Ah  wretch,"  quoth  he,  "  thy  destinies  withstand 

My  wrathfull  will,  and  do^  for  mercy  call. 

I  give  thee  life:  therefore  prostrdted  fall. 

And  Idsse  my  stirrup ;  that  thy  homage  bee." 

The  miser  threw  himselfe,  as  an  offall, 

Streight  at  his  foot  in  base  humilitee. 

And  cleeped  him  his  liege,  to  hold  of  him  in  fee. 

So  happy  peace  they  made  and  faire  accord.  9 

Eflsoones  this  liegeman  gan  to  wexe  more  bold. 

And.  when  he  felt  the  foll^  of  his  lord, 

In  his  owne  kind  he  gan  himselfe  unfold: 

Por  he  was  wylie  witted,  and  gprowno  old 

In  cunning  sleightes  and  practick  knavery. 

From  that  day  forth  he  cast  for  to  uphold 

His  ydle  humour  with  fine  flattery, 

And'blow  the  bellowes  to  his  swelling  vanity. 
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Trompart,  fitt  man  for  BrajKgadoochio  10 

To  serve  at  court  in  view  or  vaunting  eye: 

Vaine-flrlonouB  man,  when  flu  tiring  wind  does  blow 

In  his  nght  winges.  is  lifted  up  to  skye ; 

The  scome  of  knighthood  and  trew  chevaJrye, 

To  thinke,  without  desert  of  gentle  deed 

And  noble  worth,  to  be  advaunced  hye; 

Such  prayse  is  shame;  but  honour,  vertues  meed, 

Doth  Deare  the  fayrest  flowre  in  honourable  seed. 

So  forth  they  pas,  a  well  consorted  payre,  11 

Till  that  at  length  with  Archimage  they  meet: 

"Who  seeing  one,  that  shone  in  armour  fayre, 

On  goodly  courser  thondring  with  his  feet, 

JIftsoones  supposed  him  a  person  meet 

Of  his  revenge  to  make  the  instrument : 

For  since  the  Redcrosse  knight  he  erst  didweet 

To  been  with  Guyon  knitt  in  one  consent, 

The  ill,  which  earst  to  him,  he  now  to  Guyon  ment. 

And  comming  close  to  Trompart  gan  inquere  12 

Of  him,  what  mightie  warriour  that  mote  bee, 

Tliat  rode  in  golden  sell  with  single  spere, 

But  wanted  sword  to  wreake  his  enmitee. 

**  He  is  a  great  adventurer,'*  said  he, 

'*  That  hath  his  sword  through  hard  assay  forgone, 

And  now  hath  vowd,  till  he  avenged  bee 

Of  that  despight,  never  to  wearen  none; 

That  speare  is  him  enough  to  doen  a  thousand  grone.*' 

Th*  enchaunter  greatlv  ioyed  in  the  vaunt,  18 

And  weened  well  ere  long  his  will  to  win, 

And  both  his  foen  with  equall  foyle  to  daimt : 

Tho  to  him  loutiug  lowly  did  be^n 

To  plaine  of  wronges,  which  had  committed  bin 

Bv  Guyon,  and  by  that  false  B^dcrosse  knight ; 

AVhich  two,  through  treason  and  deceiptfullgin. 

Had  slayne  Sir  Modant  and  his  lady  bright: 

That  mote  him  honour  win,  to  wresk  so  foule  despight. 

Therewith  all  suddeinljr  he  seenid  enrag'd,  14 

And  threatned  death  with  dreadfull  countenaunce. 

As  if  their  lives  had  in  his  hand  beene  gag'd ; 

And  with  stiffe  force  shaking  his  mortal  launce. 

To  let  him  weet  his  doughtie  valiaunce. 

Thus  said ;  "  Old  man,  great  sure  shal  be  thy  meed. 

If,  where  those  knights  for  feare  of  dew  vengeaunce 

Doe  lurke,  thou  certeinly  to  mee  areed, 

That  I  may  wreake  on  them  their  hainous  hateful  deed.** 
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**  Certes,  my  lord,"  said  he.  "  that  shall  I  soone,  15 

And  gire  you  eke  good  heipe  to  their  decay. 

But  mote  I  wisely  you  advise  to  doon; 

Give  no  ods  to  your  foes,  but  doe  purvay 

Yourselfe  of  sword  before  that  bloody  day; 

(For  they  be  two  the  prowest  knights  on  grownd. 

And  oft  approv'd  in  many  hard  assay;) 

And  eke  of  surest  Steele,  that  may  be  fownd. 

Do  anne  yourselfe  against  that  dlay,  them  to  oonfownd." 

**  Dotard,"  saide  he,  "  let  be  thy  deepe  advise ;  16 

Seemes  that  through  many  veares  thy  wits  thee  faile, 

And  that  weake  eld  hath  lett  thee  nothing  wise, 

Els  never  should  thy  iudgement  be  so  frayle 

To  measure  manhood  by  the  sword  or  mayle. 

Is  not  enough  fowre  quarters  of  a  man, 

Withouten  sword  or  shield,  an  hoste  to  quayleP 

Thou  litle  wotest  what  this  right-hand  can : 

Speake  they,  which  have  beheld  the  battailes  which  it  wan." 

The  man  was  much  abashed  at  his  boast ;  17 

Yet  weU  he  wist  that  whoso  would  contend 

With  either  of  those  knightes  on  even  coast, 

Should  neede  of  all  his  armes  him  to  defend ; 

Yet  feared  least  his  boldnesse  should  ofifend : 

When  Braggadocchio  saide ;  "  Once  I  did  sweare. 

When  with  one  sword  seven  knightes  1  brought  to  end. 

Thenceforth  in  battaile  never  sword  to  beare. 

But  it  were  that  which  noblest  knight  on  earth  doth  weare.** 

"  Perdy,  sir  knight,"  saide  then  th*  enchaunter  blive,        18 

•*  That  shall  I  shortly  purchase  to  your  bond : 

For  now  the  best  and  noblest  knight  alive  ^ 

Prince  Arthur  is,  that  wonnes  in  Faerie  lond ; 

He  hath  a  sword,  that  flames  like  burning  brond  s 

The  same,  by  my  device,  I  undertake 

Shall  by  to-morrow  by  thy  side  be  fond." 

At  which  bold  word  that  boaster  gan  to  quake. 

And  wondred  in  his  minde  what  mote  that  monster  make. 

He  stayd  not  for  more  bidding,  but  away  19 

Was  suddein  vanished  out  of  his  sight :   * 

The  northeme  winde  his  wings  did  broad  display 

At  his  commaund.  and  reareahim  up  light 

From  off  the  earth  to  take  his  aerie  night. 

They  lookt  about,  but  no  where  could  espye 

Tract  of  his  foot :  then  dead  through  great  affright 

They  both  nigh  were,  and  each  baa  other  fly e: 

Bota  fled  attonee,  ne  ever  backe  retoumed  eye ; 
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Till  tliat  they  come  unto  a  forrest  flp?eene, 

In  which  they  shrowd  themselves  from  causeles  fcare ; 

Yet  feare  them  foUowes  still,  where  so  they  beene : 

Each  trembling  leafe  and  whistling  wind  they  heare. 

As  ghastly  bug,  does  greatly  them  affeare : 

Yet  both  doe  strive  their  fearefulnesse  to  faine. 

At  last  they  heard  a  home  that  shrilled  cleare 

Throughout  the  wood  that  ecchoed  againe, 

And  made  the  forrest  ring,  as  it  would  rive  in  twaine. 

Eft  through  the  thicke  they  heard  one  rudely  rush ;         21 

With  noyse  whereof  he  from  his  loftie  steed 

Downe  fell  to  ground,  and  crept  into  a  bush, 

To  hide  his  coward  head  from  dying  dreed. 

But  Tromi)art  stoutly  stayd  to  taken  heed 

Of  what  might  hap.    Eftsoone  there  stepped  foorth 

A  goodly  ladie  clad  in  hunters  weed, 

Tnat  seemd  to  be  a  woman  of  great  worth, 

And  by  her  stately  portance  borne  of  heavenly  birth. 

Her  face  so  faire,  as  flesh  it  seemed  not,  22 

But  hevenlv  pourtraict  of  bright  angels  hew, 

Cleare  as  the  skye,  withouten  blame  or  blot, 

Through  goodly  mixture  of  complexions  dew; 

And  in  her  cheekes  the  vermeill  red  did  shew 

Like  roses  in  a  bed  of  lillies  shed. 

The  which  ambrosiall  odours  from  them  threw. 

And  gazers  sence  with  double  pleasure  fed, 

Hable  to  heale  the  sicke  and  to  revive  the  ded. 

In  her  faire  eyes  two  living  lamps  did  flame,  23 

Xindled  above  at  th'  hevemy  Makers  light, 

And  darted  fyrie  beames  out  of  the  same. 

So  passing  persant  and  so  wondrous  bright. 

That  quite  bereav'd  the  rash  beholders  sight: 

In  them  the  blinded  god  his  lustfull  fyre 

To  kindle  oft  aasayd,  out  had  no  might ; 

For,  with  dredd  maiestie  and  awfull  yre. 

She  broke  his  wanton  darts,  and  quenched  bace  de83rre. 

Her  y vorie  forhead  full  of  bountie  brave,  24 

Like  a  broad  table  did  itselfe  dispred. 

For  Love,  his  loftie  triumphes  to  engrave. 

And  write  the  battailes  or  his  great  godhed: 

All  good  and  honour  might  therein  be  red ; 

For  there  their  dwelling  was.    And,  when  she  spake, 

Sweete  wordes,  like  dropping  honny,  she  did  shed ; 

And  twixt  the  perles  and  rubins  softly  brake 

A  silver  sound,  that  heavenly  musicke  seemd  to  make. 
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Upon  her  eyelids  many  graces  sate,  25 

Under  the  shadow  of  her  even  browes, 

Working  belgardes  and  amorous  retrate; 

And  everie  one  her  with  a  grace  endowes, 

And  ererie  one  with  meekenesse  to  her  bowes : 

So  glorious  mirrhour  of  celestiall  grace, 

And  soveraine  moniment  of  mortall  vowes. 

How  shall  firayle  pen  descrive  her  heavenly  face, 

For  feare,  through  want  of  skill,  her  beauty  to  disgrace ! 

So  faire,  and  thousand  thousand  times  more  faiie,  26 

She  seemd,  when  she  presented  was  to  sight ; 

And  was  yclad,  for  heat  of  scorching  aire. 

All  in  a  silken  Camus  liUy  whight, 

Porfled  upon  with  many  a  folded  plight, 

Which  all  above  besprinckled  was  throughout 

With  golden  aygulets,  that  glistred  bright, 

Like  twinclding  starres ;  and  all  the  skirt  about 

Was  hemd  with  golden  fringe. 

Below  her  ham  her  weed  did  somewhat  trajrne,  27 

And  her  streight  legs  most  bravely  were  embayld 

In  gilden  buskins  of  costly  cordw4yne. 

All  bard  with  golden  bendes,  which  were  entayld 

With  curious  antickes,  and  ftiU  fayre  aumayld. 

Before,  they  fastned  were  under  her  knee 

In  a  rich  iewell,  and  therein  entrayld 

The  ends  of  all  the  knots,  that  none  might  see 

How  they  within  their  fouldings  close  enwrapped  bee : 

like  two  faire  marble  pillours  they  were  scene,  28 

Which  doe  the  temple  of  the  (^ods  support. 

Whom  all  the  people  decke  with  girlands  greene, 

And  honour  in  their  festivall  resort ; 

Those  same  with  stately  grace  and  princely  port 

She  taught  to  tread,  when  she  herselfe  would  grace, 

But  with  tlie  woody  nymphes  when  she  did  play, 

Or  when  the  fljdn^  libbard  she  did  chace. 

She  oould  them  nimbly  move,  and  after  fly  apace. 

And  in  her  hand  a  sharp  bore-speare  she  held,  29 

And  at  her  backe  a  bow  and  quiver  gay, 

Stuft  with  steel-headed  dartes  whereyith  she  queld 

The  salvage  beastes  in  her  victorious  play, 

Knit  with  a  golden  bauldricke  which  forelay 

Athwart  her  snowy  brest,  and  did  divide 

Her  daintie  paps ;  which,  like  young  fruit  in  May, 

Now  little  gan  to  swell,  and  being  tide 

Through  her  thin  weed  their  places  only  sigmfide. 
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Her  yellow  loclces,  crisped  like  golden  wyre,  90 

About  her  shoulders  weren  loosely  shed. 

And,  when  the  wind  emongst  them  did  inspyre. 

They  waved  like  a  penon  wyde  dispred, 

And  low  behinde  her  backe  were  scattered : 

And,  whether  art  it  were  or  heedlesse  hap, 

As  through  the  flouring  forrest  rash  she  ned. 

In  her  rude  heares  sweet  flowres  themselves  did  lap, 

And  flourishing  fresh  leaves  and  blossoms  did  enwrap. 

Such  as  Diana  by  the  sandy  shore  31 

Of  swift  Eurotas,  or  on  Cynthus  greene, 

Where  all  the  nymphes  have  her  unwares  forlore, 

Wandreth  alone  with  bow  and  arrowes  keene, 

To  seeke  her  game :  or  as  that  famous  queene. 

Of  Amazons,  whom  Pyrrhus  did  destroy. 

The  day  the  first  of  Priame  she  was  scene, 

Did  shew  herselfe  in  great  triumphant  ioy. 

To  succour  the  weake  state  of  sad  afflicted  Troy. 

Such  when  as  hartlesse  Trompart  her  did  vew,  82 

He  was  dismayed  in  his  coward  minde. 

And  doubted  whether  he  himselfe  should  shew. 

Or  fly  away,  or  bide  alone  behinde ; 

Both  feare  and  hope  he  in  her  face  did  finde : 

When  she  at  last  nim  spying  thus  bespake ; 

"  Hayle,  groome ;  didst  not  thou  see  a  bleeding  hynde, 

Whose  right  haunch  earst  my  stedfost  arrow  stralce  P 

If  thou  didst,  tell  me,  that  I  may  her  overtake.'* 

Wlierewith  reviv'd,  this  answere  forth  he  threw ;  3d 

"  O  goddesse,  (for  such  I  thee  take  to  bee.) 

For  nether  dotn  thy  face  terrestnall  shew, 

Nor  voyce  sound  mortall :  I  avow  to  thee, 

8uch  wounded  beast,  as  that,  I  did  not  see, 

Sith  earst  into  tliis  forrest  wild  I  came. 

But  mote  ihy  goodl.yhed  for^ve  it  mee, 

To  weete  whi(m  of  the  gods  I  shall  thee  name. 

That  unto  thee  dew  worship  I  may  rightly  frame." 

To  whom  she  thus— But  ere  her  words  ensewd,  84 

Unto  the  bush  her  eye  did  suddein  glaunce. 

In  which  vaine  Braggadocchio  was  mewd. 

And  saw  it  stirre :  ahh  lefte  her  percing  launce. 

And  towards  gan  a  deadly  shafte  advaunce, 

In  mind  to  marke  the  beast.    At  which  sad  stowre, 

Trompart  forth  stept.  to  stay  the  mortall  chaunce. 

Out  crying ;  "  O !  whatever  hevenly  powre, 

Or  earthly  wight  thou  be,  withhold  this  deadly  howre ! 
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**  O !  staj  tliy  hand ;  for  yonder  is  no  game  35 

For  thy  fiew  arrowea,  them  to  exercize ; 

But  loe !  my  lord,  my  liege,  whose  warlike  name 

Is  far  renowmd  through  many  bold  emprize ; 

And  now  in  shade  he  shrowded  yonder  lies." 

She  staid :  with  that  he  crauld  oat  of  his  neet. 

Forth  creeping  on  his  caitire  hands  and  thies ; 

And  standmg  stoutly  up  his  lofty  crest 

Did  fiercely  shake,  and  rowse  as  comming  late  from  rest 

As  fearfbll  fowle,  that  long  in  secret  cave  ^ 

For  dread  of  soring  hauke  herselfe  hath  hid, 

Not  earing  how,  her  silly  hfe  to  save, 

She  her  gay  painted  plumes  disorderid ; 

Seeing  at  last  herselfe  from  daunger  rid, 

Peepe  forth,  and  soone  renews  her  native  pride; 

She  gins  her  feathers  fowle  disfigured 

Prowdly  to  prune,  and  sett  on  every  side ; 

So  shakes  off  shame,  ne  thinks  how  erst  she  did  her  hide. 

So  when  her  goodly  visage  he  beheld,  37 

He  gan  himselfe  to  vaunt :  but,  when  he  vewd 

Those  deadly  tooles  which  in  her  hand  she  held 

Soone  into  other  fitts  he  was  transmewd, 

Till  she  to  him  her  ffracious  speach  renewd ; 

"  All  haile.  sir  knight,  and  well  may  thee  befall, 

As  all  the  like,  which  honor  have  pursewd 

Through  deeds  of  armes  and  prowesse  martiall ! 

All  vertue  merits  praise,  but  such  the  most  of  all." 

To  whom  he  thus ;  "  O  fairest  under  skie,  38 

Trew  be  thy  words,  and  worthy  of  thy  praise. 

That  warlike  feats  doest  highest  glorifie. 

Hierein  I  have  spent  all  my  youthly  daies. 

And  many  battaues  fought  and  many  fraies 

Qliroughout  the  world,  wherso  they  might  be  found, 

Endevoring  my  dreaded  name  to  raise 

Above  the  moone,  that  Fame  may  it  resound 

In  her  etemall  trompe  with  laorell  girlond  cround. 

**  But  what  art  thou,  O  lady,  which  doest  raunge  39 

In  this  wilde  forest,  where  no  pleasure  is. 
And  doest  not  it  for  ioyous  court  ezchaun^e, 
Emongst  thine  equall  i>eres,  where  happy  blis 
And  all  delight  does  raigne  much  more  then  this? 
There  thou  maist  love,  and  dearly  loved  be. 
And  swim  in  pleasure,  which  thou  here  doest  mis ; 
lliere  maist  thou  best  be  scene,  and  best  maist  see : 
Ihe  wood  is  fit  for  beasts,  the  court  is  fitt  for  thee." 
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•*  Whoso  in  pompe  of  prowd  estate,"  quoth  she,  40 

"  Does  swim,  and  bathes  himselfe  in  courtly  bliB, 

Does  waste  his  daies  in  darke  obscuritee, 

And  in  oblivion  ever  buried  is : 

Where  ease  abownds,  vt's  eath  to  doe  amis : 

But  who  his  limbs  with  labours,  and  his  mynd 

Behaves  with  cares,  cannot  so  easy  mis. 

Abroad  in  armes,  at  home  in  studious  kynd. 

Who  seekes  with  painfull  toile,  shall  Honor  soonest  fynd : 

*'  In  woods,  in  waves,  in  warres,  she  wonts  to  dwell,        41 

And  wil  be  found  with  perill  and  with  paine ; 

Ne  can  the  man,  that  moulds  in  ydle  cell, 

Unto  her  happy  mansion  attaine : 

Before  her  ^ate  High  God  did  Sweate  ordaine. 

And  wakefull  Watches  ever  to  abide : 

But  easy  is  the  way  and  passage  plaine 

To  Pleasures  pallace ;  it  may  soone  be  spide. 

And  day  and  night  her  dores  to  all  stand  open  wide. 

"  In  Princes  Court"— The  rest  she  would  have  sayd,        42 

But  that  the  foolish  man,  (fild  with  delight 

Of  her  sweete  words  that  all  his  sence  dismayd. 

And  with  her  wondrous  beauty  ravisht  ^uight.) 

Gan  burne  in  filthy  lust ;  and,  leaping  light, 

Thought  in  his  bastard  armes  her  to  embrace. 

With  that  she,  swarving  backe,  her  iavelin  bright 

Against  him  bent,  and  nercely  did  menace : 

So  turned  her  about,  and  fled  away  apace. 

Which  when  the  pesaunt  saw,  amazd  he  stood,  43 

And  grieved  at  her  flight ;  yet  durst  he  not 

Pursew  her  steps  through  wild  unknowen  wood ; 

Besides  he  feard  her  wrath,  and  threatned  shott. 

Whiles  in  the  bush  he  lay,  not  yet  forgott : 

Ne  car'd  he  greatly  for  her  presence  vayne. 

But  turning  said  to  Trompart ;  "  What  fowle  blott 

Is  this  to  knight,  that  lady  should  agayne 

Depart  to  woods  untouch t,  and  leave  so  proud  disdayne !" 

"  Perdy,"  said  Trompart,  "  lett  her  pas  at  will,  44 

Least  by  her  presence  daunger  mote  befall. 

For  who  can  tell  (and  sure  I  feare  it  ill) 

But  that  shee  is  some  powre  celestiaU  P 

For,  whiles  she  spake,  her  great  words  did  appall 

My  feeble  corage,  and  my  heart  oppresse, 

That  vet  I  quake  and  tremble  over  all." 

'*  Ana.  L"  said  Braggadocchio,  "  thought  no  lesse. 

When  first  I  heard  her  horn  sound  with  such  ghastlinesse. 
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"  Tar  from  my  mothers  wombe  this  grace  I  have  45 

Me  given  by  etemall  destiny, 

That  earthlv  thing  may  not  my  corage  brave 

Dismay  with  feare,  or  canse  one  foote  to  flye. 

Bat  either  hellish  feends,  or  powres  on  hye : 

Which  was  the  cause,  when  earst  that  horn  I  heard, 

Weening  it  had  been  thunder  in  the  skye, 

I  hid  my  selfe  from  it  as  one  afTeard ; 

But,  when  I  other  knew,  my  self  I  boldly  reard. 

**  But  now,  for  feare  of  worse  that  may  betide,  d6 

Let  us  soone  hence  depart."    They  soone  agree : 

So  to  his  steed  he  gott,  and  gan  to  ride 

As  one  unfitt  therefore,  that  all  miffht  see 

He  had  not  trayned  bene  in  cheva&ee, 

Which  weU  that  valiaunt  courser  did  disceme ; 

For  he  despisd  to  tread  in  dew  degree. 

But  chaufd  and  fom'd  with  corage  fiers  and  steme> 

And  to  be  easd  of  that  base  burden  still  did  erne. 


CANTO  IV. 

Gnjon  does  Furor  bind  In  ehaineSi 

And  ttope  Occtaion : 
Deliverg  Phedon,  and  therefore 

By  Strife  is  rayld  uppon. 

Lf  brave  poursnitt  of  honorable  deed,  1 

There  is  Ik  now  not  what  great  dijQTerence 

Betweene  the  vulgar  and  the  noble  seed. 

Which  unto  things  of  valorous  pretence 

Seemes  to  be  borne  by  native  iimuence  \ 

As  feates  of  armes ;  and  love  to  entertame : 

But  chiefly  skill  to  ride  seemes  a  science 

Proper  to  gentle  blood :  some  others  faine 

To  menage  steeds,  as  did  this  vaunter;  but  in  vaine. 

But  he,  the  ri^htiull  owner  of  that  steede,  2 

Who  well  could  menage  and  subdew  his  pride, 
The  whiles  on  foot  was  forced  for  to  yeed 
With  that  blacke  palmer,  his  most  trusty  guide. 
Who  sufired  not  his  wandring  feete  to  slide ; 
But  when  strong  passion,  or  weake  fleshlinesse, 
Would  from  the  nght  way  seeke  to  draw  him  wide. 
He  would,  through  temperaunce  and  stedfastnesse, 
Teadi  him  the  weak  to  strengthen,  and  the  strong  guppreese*. 

K 


yGoogk 


102  THB  FAEBIX  QUBXHB. 

It  fortoned,  forth  faring  on  his  way,  S 

He  saw  from  far,  or  seemed  for  to  see, 
Some  troublous  ui)rore  or  contentious  fifay. 
Whereto  he  drew  in  hast  it  to  aflrree. 
A  mad  man,  or  that  feigned  maa  to  bee, 
Drew  by  ^e  heare  along  upon  the  grownd 
A  handsom  stripling  with  great  crueltee. 
Whom  sore  he  bett,  and  gor* d  with  many  a  wownd. 
That  cheekes  with  teares,  and  sydes  with  blood,  did  all 
abownd. 

And  him  behynd  a  wicked  hag  did  stalke  4 

In  ragged  robes  and  filthy  disaray; 

Her  ouier  lea  was  lame,  that  she  no'te  walke. 

But  on  a  stane  her  feeble  steps  did  stay: 

Her  lockes,  that  loathly  were  and  hoarie  gray. 

Grew  all  afore,  and  loosly  hong  unrold ; 

But  all  behinde  was  bald,  and  wome  away. 

That  none  thereof  could  ever  taken  hold ; 

And  eke  her  face  ill-fayour'd,  full  of  wrinckles  old* 

And,  ever  as  she  went,  her  toung  did  walke  5 

In  fowle  reproch  and  termes  of  vile  despight, 

ProYoking  him,  by  her  outrageous  talke, 

To  heape  more  vengeance  on  that  wretched  wight; 

Sometimes  she  raugnt  him  stones,  wherewith  to  smit. 

Sometimes  her  stafiTe,  though  it  her  one  leg  were, 

Withouten  which  she  could  not  goe  upright ; 

No  any  evil  meanes  she  did  forbeare, 

That  might  him  move  to  wrath,  and  indignation  reare. 

The  noble  Gxnron,  mov'd  with  great  remorse  6 

Approching,  first  the  ha^  did  thrust  away ; 

And  after,  adding  more  mipetuous  forse, 

His  mighty  hands  did  on  the  madman  lay. 

And  pluckt  him  backe ;  who,  all  on  fire  streightway 

Against  him  turning  aU  his  fell  intent, 

With  beastly  brutish  rage  gan  him  assay, 

And  smott,  and  bitt,  and  kickt,  and  scratcht,  and  rent, 

And  did  he  wist  not  what  in  fads  avengement. 

And  sure  he  was  a  man  of  miokle  might,  7 

Had  he  had  govemaunce  it  well  to  guyde : 

But,  when  the  frantick  fitt  inflamd  his  spright. 

His  force  was  vaine,  and  atrooke  more  often  wyde 

Then  at  the  aymed  marke  which  he  had  eyde : 

And  oft  himselfehe  chaunst  to  hurt  unwares, 

Whylest  reason,  blent  through  passion,  nought  descryde ; 

But.  as  a  blindfold  bull,  at  random  fares,       [nought  caree. 

Ana  wheire  he  hits  nought  knowes,  and  whom  he  hnrti 
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XBs  rode  assaiilt  and  ragged  handeling  8 

Strsonge  seemed  to  the^ight,  that  aye  with  foe 

In  fayre  defence  and  goodly  menaging 

Of  armes  was  wont  to  fight ;  yet  nathemoe 

Was  he  abashed  now,  not  fighting  so ; 

But,  more  enfieroed  t]uK>agh  his  oorrish  play, 

Him  sternly  gr^rpt,  and,  nuling  to  and  m>, 

To  overthrow  mm  strongly  diaassay, 

Bnt  oyerthrew  himselfe  unawares,  and  lower  lay  t 

And  being  downe  the  villein  sore  did  beate  9 

And  bruze  with  clownish  fistes  his  mimly  faces 

And  eke  the  hag,  with  many  a  bitter  threat, 

Still  cald  upon  to  kiU  him  in  the  place. 

With  whose  reproch,  and  odious  menace. 

The  knight  emboyling  in  his  haughtie  ha^ 

Knitt  all  his  forces,  and  gan  soone  unbrace 

His  grasping  hold :  so  lightly  did  upstart. 

And  drew  Iub  deadly  weapon  to  mamtaine  his  part. 

Which  when  the  palmer  saw,  he  loudly  cryde,  10 

**  Not  so,  O  Guyon,  never  thinke  that  so 

That  monster  can  be  maistred  or  destroyd: 

He  is  not,  ah !  he  is  not  such  a  foe, 

Ab  Steele  can  wounde,  or  strength  can  overthroe. 

That  same  is  Furor,  cursed  cruel  wight, 

That  unto  knighthood  worites  much  shame  and  woe : 

And  that  same  Hag,  his  aged  mother,  hight. 

Occasion;  the  roote  of  all  wrath  and  despight 

**  With  her,  whoso  will  raging  Furor  tame,  11 

Must  first  begin,  and  well  her  &menage : 

First  her  restraine  from  her  reprochfail  blame 

And  evill  meanes,  with  which  she  doth  enrage 

Her  frantick  sonne,  and  kindles  his  oor&ge; 

Then,  when  she  is  withdrawne  or  strong  withstood^ 

It's  eath  his  ydle  fury  to  aswage. 

And  calme  l£e  tempest  of  his  passion  wood : 

The  bankes  are  overflowne  when  stopped  is  the  flood." 

Therewith  Sir  Ouyon  left  his  first  emprise,  12 

And,  turning  to  that  woman,  fast  her  nent 
By  die  hoare  lockee  that  hong  before  her  eyes, 
And  to  the  ground  her  threw :  yet  n'ould  she  stent 
Her  bitter  ray  ling  and  foule  r^vilement; 
But  still  provokt  ner  sonne  to  wreake  her  wrong ; 
But  nathelesse  he  did  her  still  torment. 
And,  catching  hold  of  her  ungratious  tong, 
Theoreoa  an  yzon  lock  did  fiwten  firme  and  strong. 
u2 
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Then,  whenas  nse  of  speach  was  from  her  reft,  13 

With  her  two  crookea  handes  she  signes  did  make, 

And  hecknod  him ;  the  last  help  she  nad  left : 

But  he  that  last  left  helpe  away  did  take, 

And  both  her  handes  fast  bound  unto  a  stake. 

That  she  no'te  stirre.    Then  gan  her  sonne  to  flye 

Full  fast  away,  and  did  her  quite  forsake : 

But  Guyon  after  him  in  hast  did  hye, 

And  soone  him  orertooke  in  sad  perplexitye. 

In  his  strong;  armes  he  stifly  him  embraste,  14 

Who  him  gain-striving  nought  at  all  prevaild ; 

For  all  his  power  was  utterly  defaste. 

And  furious  fitts  at  earst  ^uite  weren  auaild: 

Oft  he  re'nforst,  and  oft  his  forces  fayla. 

Yet  yield  he  would  not,  nor  his  rancor  slacke. 

Then  him  to  ground  he  cast,  and  rudely  hayld. 

And  both  his  nands  fast  bound  behind  his  backe. 

And  both  his  feet  in  fetters  to  an  yron  racke. 

With  hundred  yron  chaines  he  did  him  bind,  15 

And  hundred  knots,  that  did  him  sore  constraine : 
Yet  his  great  yron  teeth  he  still  did  grind 
And  grimly  gnash,  threatning  reyenge  in  vaine : 
His  burning  even,  whom  bloody  strakes  did  staine. 
Stared  full  wide,  and  threw  forth  sparkes  of  iyre ; 
And,  more  for  rank  despight  then  for  great  paine, 
Shakt  his  long  locks  colourd  like  copper- wyre. 
And  bitt  his  tawny  beard  to  shew  his  raging  yre. 

Thus  whenas  Guyon  Furor  had  oaptiyd,  16 

Turning  about  he  saw  that  wretched  squyre, 

Whom  that  mad  man  of  life  nigh  late  deprivd, 

Lying  on  ground,  all  soild  with  blood  and  myre : 

Whom  whenas  he  perceived  to  respyre. 

He  gan  to  comfort,  and  his  woundes  to  dresse. 

Being  at  last  recured,  he  gan  inquyre 

What  hard  mishap  him  brought  to  such  distresse, 

And  made  that  caytives  thrall,  the  thrall  of  wretchednesse 

With  hart  then  throbbing,  and  with  watry  eyes,  17 

**  Fayre  sir,"  quoth  he,  "  what  man  can  shun  the  hap 
That  hidden  lyes  unwares  him  to  surpryseP 
M  isfortune  waites  advantage  to  entrap 
The  man  most  wary  in  her  whelming  lap. 
So  me,  weake  wretch,  of  many  weakest  one, 
Unweeting  and  unware  of  sucli  mishap. 
She  brou^t  to  mischiefe  through  occasion. 
Where  this  same  wicked  villein  did  me  light  upon. 
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**  It  was  a  faithelesse  squire,  that  was  the  soorse  18 

Of  all  my  sorrow  and  of  these  sad  teares, 

With  whom  from  tender  dug  of  conmiune  nourse 

Attonce  I  was  upbrought ;  and  eft,  when  yeares 

More  rype  us  reason  lent  to  chose  our  peares, 

Ourselves  in  league  of  vowed  love  we  knitt; 

In  which  we  long  time,  without  gealous  feares 

Or  faultie  thoughts,  cont3rnewd  as  was  fitt ; 

And,  for  my  part  I  vow,  dissembled  not  a  whitt. 

"  It  was  my  fortune,  commune  to  that  age,  19 

To  love  a  lady  fajrre  of  great  degree. 

The  which  was  borne  of  noble  parentage. 

And  set  in  highest  seat  of  digmtee. 

Yet  seemd  no  lesse  to  love  then  lovd  to  bee : 

Long  I  her  serv'd,  and  found  her  faithfull  stiU, 

Ne  ever  thing  could  cause  us  disagree : 

Love,  that  two  hartes  makes  one,  makes  eke  one  will : 

Each  strove  to  please,  and  others  pleasures  to  lulfiU. 

**  My  friend,  hight  Philemon,  I  did  partake  20 

Of  all  my  love  and  all  my  privitie; 

Who  gently  ioyous  seemed  for  my  sake. 

And  gratious  to  that  lady,  as  to  mee; 

Ne  ever  wight,  that  mote  so  welcome  bee 

As  he  to  her,  withouten  blott  or  blame; 

Ne  ever  thing,  that  she  could  think  or  see, 

But  unto  him  she  would  impart  the  same : 

O  wretched  man,  that  would  abuse  so  gentle  dame ! 

"  At  last  such  grace  I  found,  and  meanes  I  wrought,        21 

That  I  that  laoy  to  my  spouse  had  wonne ; 

Accord  of  friendes,  consent  of  parents  sought, 

Afiyaunce  made,  my  happinesse  begonne, 

There  wanted  nought  but  few  rites  to  be  donne. 

Which  manage  make :  that  dav  too  farre  did  seemel 

Most  ioyous  man,  on  whome  the  shining  sunne 

Did  shew  his  face,  myself  I  did  esteeme. 

And  that  my  falser  friend  did  no  lesse  ioyous  deeme. 

**  But,  ere  that  wished  day  his  beame  disclosd,  22 

He,  either  envying  my  toward  good. 

Or  of  himselfe  to  treason  ill  disposd. 

One  dav  unto  me  came  in  friendly  mood, 

And  told,  for  secret,  how  he  understood 

That  ladv,  whom  I  had  to  me  assynd. 

Had  botn  distaind  her  honorable  blood. 

And  eke  the  faith  which  she  to  me  did  bynd; 

And  therefore  wiaht  me  stay,  tilll  my  truth  should  fynd. 
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"  The  gnawinff  aDguiBh,  and  sharp  gelosj,  23 

Which  his  sad  speach  infixed  in  my  brest, 

Banckled  so  sore,  and  festred  inwardly. 

That  my  engreeyed  mind  could  find  no  rest, 

Till  that  the  truth  thereof  I  did  out  wrest; 

And  him  besouffht,  by  that  same  sacred  band 

Betwixt  us  both,  to  counsell  me  the  best : 

He  then  with  solemne  oath  and  plighted  hand 

Assurd,  ere  long  the  truth  to  let  me  understand. 

"  Ere  long  with  like  againe  he  boorded  mee,  24 

Sajring,  he  now  had  boulted  all  the  floure, 

And  tnat  it  was  a  groome  of  base  degree, 

Which  of  my  love  was  partner  paramoure: 

Who  used  in  a  darksome  inner  Dowre 

Her  oft  to  meete :  which  better  to  approve, 

He  promised  to  bring  me  at  that  howre, 

When  I  should  see  that  woidd  me  nearer  move, 

And  drive  me  to  withdraw  my  blind  abused  love. 

"  This  gracelesse  man,  for  furtherance  of  his  guile,  25 

Did  comrt  the  handmayd  of  my  lady  deare. 

Who,  glad  t*  embosome  his  affection  vile. 

Did  allshe  might  more  pleasing  to  appeare. 

One  day,  to  worke  her  to  his  will  more  neare. 

He  woo'd  her  thus ;  *  Ryen^/  (so  she  hight,) 

*  What  great  despight  does  fortune  to  thee  beare. 

Thus  lowly  to  abase  thy  beautie  bright, 

That  it  should  not  deface  all  others  lesser  light  P 

*'  *  But  if  she  had  her  least  helpe  to  thee  lent,  23 

T*  adome  thy  forme  according  thy  desart, 

Their  blazing  pride  thou  wouldest  soone  have  blent, 

And  staynd  their  prayses  with  thy  least  good  part; 

Ne  should  faire  Claribell  with  all  her  art, 

Tho'  she  thy  lady  be,  approch  thee  neare: 

For  proofe  thereof,  this  evening,  as  thou  art, 

Aray  thyselfe  in  her  most  gorgeous  geare, 

That  I  may  more  delight  in  thy  embracement  deare. 

"  The  mayden  proud  through  praise  and  mad  through  love  27 

Him  hearkned  to,  and  soone  herselfe  arayd ; 

The  whiles  to  me  the  treachour  did  remove 

His  craftie  engin:  and,  as  he  had  sayd. 

Me  leading,  in  a  secret  comer  layd. 

The  sad  spectatour  of  my  tragedie : 

Where  left,  he  went,  ana  his  owne  false  part  playd. 

Disguised  like  that  groome  of  base  degree. 

Whom  he  had  feignd  th'  abuser  of  my  love  to  bee. 
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''Efboonefl  he  came  tmto  th*  appointed  plioe,  28 

And  with  him  brought  Fryen^,  rich  arayd. 

In  ClaiibeUaefl  clothes :  her  proper  face 

I  not  diacemed  in  that  dariLcsome  shade. 

Bat  weend  it  was  my  love  with  whom  he  pbiyd. 

All  God !  what  horrour  and  tormenting  gnete 

My  hart,  my  haodes,  mine  eies,  and  afi  assayd ! 

Me  liefer  were  ten  thousand  deathes  priefe 

Tlien  woonde  of  gealous  worme,  and  shame  of  such  repriefe. 

"  I  home  retouming,  fraught  with  fowie  despight,  29 

And  chawing  vengeaunce  all  the  way  I  went 

Soone  as  my  loathed  love  appeard  in  si^ht. 

With  wrathfull  hand  I  slew  her  innocent; 

That  after  soone  I  dearely  did  lament: 

For,  when  the  cause  of  that  outra^i^eous  deede 

Demaunded  I  made  plaine  and  evident. 

Her  faultie  handmayd,  which  that  bale  did  breede, 

Ccmfest  how  Phflemon  her  wrought  to  chaunge  her  weede. 

"  Which  when  I  heard,  with  horrible  afiright  90 

And  hellish  furr  all  enragd,  I  sou^^ht 

Upon  myselfe  that  yengeable  despight 

To  punish :  yet  it  better  first  I  thought 

To  wreake  my  wrath  on  him,  that  first  it  wrought; 

To  Philemon,  false  fatour  Philemon, 

I  cast  to  pav  that  I  so  dearely  bought : 

Of  deadlv  drugs  I  gare  him  drinke  anon. 

And  washt  away  his  guilt  with  guilty  potion. 

**  Thus  heaping  crime  on  crime,  and  griefe  on  griefe,        81 

To  losae  oflove  adioynin^  losse  of  frend. 

I  meant  to  purge  both  with  a  third  miscniefe, 

And  in  my  woes  beginner  it  to  end: 

That  was  Pryen^ ;  she  did  first  offend. 

She  last  should  smart:  with  which  cruell  intent, 

When  I  at  her  my  murdrous  blade  did  bend, 

She  fled  away  with  ghastly  dreriment. 

And  I,  ponrsewing  my  fell  purpose,  alter  went 

"  Feare  gare  her  winges,  and  Sage  enforst  my  fli^t;      82 

Through  woods  and  plaines  so  long  I  did  her  chace, 

Till  this  mad  man,  whom  your  victorious  might 

Hath  now  fast  bound,  me  met  in  middle  space : 

A«  I  her,  so  he  me  poursewd  apace. 

And  shortly  overtooke :  I,  breathing  yre. 

Sore  chaoned  at  mv  stav  in  such  a  caoe. 

And  with  my  heat  kindled  his  cruell  fyre ; 

Which  kindled  onoe,  his  mother  did  more  rage  inspyie. 
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**  Betwixt  tliem  both  they  have  me  doen  to  dye,  33 

Throuffh  wounds,  and  strokes,  and  stubbome  handeling, 

That  death  were  better  then  such  agony, 

As  griefe  and  fury  unto  me  did  brinjr : 

Of  which  in  me  yet  stickes  the  mortal!  sting, 

That  during  life  will  never  be  appeasd  !'* 

When  he  thus  ended  had  his  sorrowing, 

Said  Guyon;  "  Squyre,  sore  have  ye  beene  diseasd; 

But  all  your  hurts  may  soone  through  temperance  be  easd." 

Then  gan  the  palmer  thus ;  "  Most  wretched  man,  34 

That  to  Affections  does  the  bridle  lend ! 

In  their  beginning  they  are  weake  and  wan, 

But  soone  through  sun  ranee  growe  to  fearefuU  end; 

Whiles  they  are  weake,  betimes  with  them  contend ; 

For,  when  they  once  to  perfect  strength  do  grow. 

Strong  warres  they  make,  and  cruell  battry  bend 

Gainst  fort  of  Eeason,  it  to  overthrow : 

Wrath,  Gelosy,  Griefe,  Love,  this  squyre  have  laide  thus  low. 

"Wrath,  Grealosie,  Griefe,  Love,  do  thus  expell:  35 

Wrath  is  a  fire:  and  G^osie  a  weede; 

Griefe  is  a  flooa;  and  Love  a  monster  fell: 

The  fire  of  sparkes,  the  weede  of  little  seede. 

The  flood  of  drops,  the  monster  filth  did  breede: 

But  sparks,  seed,  drops,  and  filth,  do  thus  delay; 

The  sparks  soone  quench,  the  springing  seed  outweed. 

The  drops  dry  up,  and  filth  wipe  cleane  away: 

So  shall  Wrath,  G^osy,  Griefe,  Love,  die  and  d.ecay.** 

"  Unlucky  squire,"  saide  Guyon,  "  sith  thou  hast  36 

Falne  into  mischiefe  through  intemperaunce. 

Henceforth  take  heede  of  that  thou  now  hast  past, 

And  guyde  thy  waies  with  warie  govemaunce. 

Least  worse  betide  thee  by  some  later  chaunce. 

But  read  how  art  thou  nam'd,  and  of  what  kin." 

"  Phedon  I  hight,"  quoth  he,  **  and  do  advaunce 

Mine  auncestry  from  famous  Ck>radin, 

Who  first  to  rayso  our  house  to  honour  did  begin.** 

Thus  as  he  spake,  lo !  far  away  they  spyde  37 

A  varlet  ronning  towardes  hastily, 

Whose  flying  feet  so  fast  their  way  applyde. 

That  round  about  a  cloud  of  dust  did  fly. 

Which,  mingled  all  with  sweate,  did  dim  his  eye. 

He  soone  approched,  panting,  breathlesse,  whot. 

And  all  so  soy  Id,  that  none  could  him  descry; 

His  countenaunce  was  bold,  and  bashed  not 

For  Guyons  lookes,  but  soomefull  ey-glaunce  at  him  shot. 
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Behinde  liis  backe  he  bore  a  brasen  shield,  38 

On  which  was  drawen  faire,  in  colours  fit, 

A  flaming  fire  in  midst  of  bloody  field, 

And  round  about  the  wreath  this  word  was  writ. 

Burnt  I  doe  hurne :  Right  well  beseeined  it 

To  be  the  shield  of  some  redoubted  knii;ht: 

And  in  his  hand  two  dartes  exceeding  flit 

And  deadly  sharp  he  held,  whose  hea^  were  dight 

In  poyson  and  in  blood  of  malice  and  despight. 

When  he  in  presence  came,  to  Guyon  first  39 

He  boldly  spake;  "  Sir  knight,  if  knight  thou  bee. 

Abandon  this  forestalled  place  at  erst, 

For  feare  of  further  harme,  I  counsell  thee; 

Or  bide  the  chaunce  at  thine  owne  ieopardee." 

The  knight  at  his  great  boldnesse  wondered; 

And,  though  he  scorn'd  his  ydle  yanitee. 

Yet  mildly  him  to  purpose  answered; 

For  not  to  grow  of  nought  he  it  coniectured; 

"  Yarlet,  this  place  most  dew  to  me  I  deeme,  40 

Yielded  by  him  that  held  it  forcibly: 

But  whence  shold  come  that  harme,  which  thou  dost  seeme 

To  threat  to  him  that  mindes  his  chaunce  t'abye  P" 

"  Perdy,"  sayd  he,  "  here  oomes,  and  is  hard  by, 

A  knight  of  wondrous  powre  and  great  assay. 

That  never  yet  encountred  enemy. 

But  did  him  deadly  daunt,  or  fowle  dismay; 

l^e  thou  for  better  hope,  if  thou  his  presence  stay." 

**  How  hight  he,"  then  sayd  Guyon,  "and  from  whence  P"  41 

**  Pyrochles  is  his  name,  renowmed  farre 

For  his  bold  feates  and  hardy  confidence. 

Full  oft  approvd  in  many  a  cruell  warre; 

The  brother  of  Gvmochles;  both  which  arre 

The  sonnes  of  old  Aerates  and  Despight; 

Aerates,  sonne  of  Plilegeton  and  larre; 

But  Phlegeton  is  sonne  of  Herebus  and  Night 

But  Herebus  sonne  of  Aetemitie  is  hight. 

*•  So  from  immortall  race  he  does  proceede,  <12 

Hiat  mortall  hands  may  not  withstand  his  might, 

Drad  for  his  derriuff  doe  and  bloody  deed; 

For  all  in  blood  and  spoile  is  his  delight. 

His  am  I  Atin,  his  in  wrong  and  right, 

That  matter  make  for  him  to  worke  upon. 

And  stirre  him  up  to  strife  and  cruell  fight. 

Fly  therefore,  fly  this  fearefuU  stead  anon, 

L^t  thy  foolhardize  worke  thy  sad  confusion." 
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"  His  be  that  care,  whom  most  it  doth  concerne,"  43 

Sajd  he :  **  but  whether  with  such  hasty  flight 

Art  thou  now  bowndP  for  well  mote  I  disceme 

Great  cause,  that  carries  th.e  so  swifte  and  light." 

"  My  lord/*  quoth  he,  "  me  sent,  and  streight  behight 

To  seeke  Occasion,  where  so  she  bee : 

For  he  is  all  disposd  to  bloody  fights 

And  breathes  out  wrath  and  hainous  crueltee ; 

Hard  is  his  hap,  that  first  fals  in  his  ieopardee." 

"  Mad  man,"  said  then  the  palmer,  *'  that  does  seeke       44 

Occasion  to  wrath,  and  cause  of  strife ; 

Shee  comes  unsought,  and  shonned  foUowes  eke. 

Happy !  who  can  abstaine,  when  Bancor  rife 

Kinoles  EeveDge,  and  threats  his  rust^  knife : 

Woe  never  wants,  where  every  cause  is  caught; 

And  rash  Occasion  makes  unquiet  life !" 

"  Then  loe !  wher  bound  she  sits,  whom  thou  hast  sought," 

Said  Guyon ;  "  let  that  message  to  thy  lord  be  brought." 

That  when  the  varlett  heard  and  saw,  streightway  4? 

He  wexed  wondrous  wroth,  and  said;  "  Vile  knight. 

That  knights  and  knighthood  doest  with  shame  upbray, 

And  shewst  th'  ensample  of  thy  childishe  might. 

With  silly  weake  old  woman  thus  to  tight ! 

Great  glory  and  gay  spoile  sure  hast  thou  gott. 

And  stoutly  proy  d  thy  puissaunce  here  in  sight ! 

That  shall  Pyrochles  well  requite,  I  wott, 

And  with  thy  blood  abolish  so  reprochfull  blott." 

With  that,  one  of  his  thrillant  darts  he  threw,  46 

Headed  with  yre  and  yengeable  despight: 

The  quivering  Steele  his  aymed  end  wel  knew. 

And  to  his  brest  itselfe  intended  right: 

But  he  was  wary,  and,  ere  it  empight 

In  the  meant  marke,  advaunst  his  shield  atween, 

On  which  it  seizivg  no  way  enter  might, 

But  backe  rebownaing  eft  the  forckhead  keene: 

EHsoones  he  fled  away,  and  mi^ht  no  where  be  seene. 
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CANTO  V. 

Fyroohles  doee  with  G117011  flf  ht, 

And  Fnron  ohayne  aniyM, 
Who  him  sore  wounds;  whiles  Atin  to 

Cjrmochles  for  ayd  flyes. 

Whobvbb  doth  to  Temperaunce  apply 

HIb  stedfast  life,  and  all  his  actions  frame, 

TroBt  me,  shal  find  no  fi^eater  enimy, 

Hien  stubbome  Perturbation,  to  the  same ; 

To  which  right  wel  the  wise  doe  give  that  name; 

For  it  the  goodly  peace  of  staied  mindes 

Does  overthrow,  and  tix^ublons  warre  proclame: 

His  owne  woes  author,  who  so  bound  it  findes, 

As  did  ^rTOchles,  and  it  wilfully  unbindes. 

After  that  yarlets  flight,  it  was  not  long 

Ere  on  the  plaine  fast  prickixiff  Guyon  spide 

One  in  bright  armes  embatteited  fim  strong. 

That,  as  the  sunny  beames  do  glaunce  and  glide 

Upon  the  trembling  ware,  so  snined  bright, 

And  round  about  mm  threw  forth  sparkling  fire. 

That  seemd  him  to  enflame  on  every  side: 

His  steed  was  bloody  red,  and  fomed  yre, 

%yhen  with  the  maistring  spur  he  did  nim  roughly  stire. 

Approching  nigh,  he  never  staid  to  greete, 

Ne  chafiar  words,  prowd  corage  to  provoke. 

But  prickt  so  fiers,  that  imdemeath  his  feete 

The  smouldring  dust  did  rownd  about  him  smoke, 

Both  horse  and  man  ni^h  able  for  to  choke ; 

And,  fayrly  couching  his  steeleheaded  speare, 

Him  first  saluted  with  a  sturdy  stroke: 

It  booted  not  sir  Ouyon,  comming  neare. 

To  thincke  such  hideous  puissaunce  on  foot  to  bearei 

But  lifi^htlv  shunned  it;  and  i>assing  by, 

With  his  bright  blade  did  smite  at  him  so  fell, 

That  the  sharpe  Steele,  arriving  forcibly 

On  his  broad  shield,  bitt  not,  but  glauncing  fell 

On  his  horse  necke  before  the  quilted  sell. 

And  from  the  head  the  body  sundred  quight: 

So  him  dismounted  low  he  did  compell 

On  foot  with  him  to  matchen  equal!  fi^ht; 

The  troncked  beast  fast  bleeding  did  him  fowly  dight 
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Sore  brazed  with  the  fall  he  slow  uprose, 

And  all  enraged  thus  him  loudly  shent; 

"  Dideall  knight,  whose  coward  corage  chose 

To  wretdce  itselfe  on  beast  all  innocent, 

And  shund  the  marke  at  which  it  should  be  ment : 

Therby  thine  armes  seem  strong,  but  manhood  frayl : 

So  hast  thou  ofl  with  guile  thine  honor  blent, 

But  litle  may  such  guue  thee  now  avayl. 

If  wonted  force  and  fortune  doe  me  not  much  fayl." 

With  that  he  drew  his  flaming  sword,  and  strooke 

At  him  so  fiercely,  that  the  upper  marge 

Of  his  sevenfolded  shield  away  it  tooke. 

And,  glauncing  on  his  helmet,  made  a  large 

And  open  gash  therein :  were  not  his  targe 

That  broke  the  violence  of  his  intent, 

The  weary  sowle  from  thence  it  would  discharge; 

Kathelesse  so  sore  a  buff  to  him  it  lent. 

That  made  him  reele,  and  to  his  brest  his  bever  bent. 

Exceeding  wroth  was  Guyon  at  that  blow, 
And  much  ashamd  that  stroke  of  living  arme 
Should  him  dismay,  and  make  him  stoup  so  low, 
Though  otherwise  it  did  him  litle  harme: 
Tho,  nurUng  high  his  yron-braced  arme. 
He  smote  so  m^y  on  his  shoulder  plate. 
That  all  his  left  side  it  did  quite  disarme; 
Yet  there  the  steel  stayd  not,  but  inly  bate 
Deepe  in  his  flesh,  and  opened  wide  a  red  floodgate. 

Deadlv  dismayd  with  horror  of  that  dint 
Pyrochles  was,  and  ^eved  eke  entyre ; 
Yet  nathemore  did  it  his  fury  stint. 
But  added  flame  unto  his  former  fire. 
That  wel-nigh  molt  his  hart  in  raging  yro: 
Ne  thenceforth  his  approved  sldli,  to  ward. 
Or  strike,  or  hurtle  rownd  in  warlike  gyre, 
Eemembred  he,  ne  car'd  for  his  saufgard. 
But  rudely  rag'd,  and  like  a  oruell  tygre  far'd. 

He  hewd,  and  lasht,  and  foynd,  and  thondred  blowes, 
And  every  way  did  seeke  into  his  hfe; 
Ne  plate,  ne  male,  could  ward  so  mighty  throwes. 
But  yielded  passage  to  his  cruell  knife. 
But  Guyon,  in  the  heat  of  all  his  strife, 
"Was  wary  wise,  and  closely  did  awayt 
Avauntage,  whilest  his  foe  did  rage  most  rife ; 
Sometimes  athwart,  sometimes  he  strook  him  strayt. 
And  falsed  oft  his  blowee  t*illude  him  with  such  bayt. 
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lake  as  a  lyon  whose  imperiaU  powre  10 

A  prowd  rebellious  unicom  defyes, 

T*  ayoide  the  rash  assault  and  wrathful  stowre 

Of  his  fiers  foe,  him  to  a  tree  applyes, 

And  when  him  ronnin^  in  full  course  he  spyes, 

He  slips  aside;  the  wmles  that  furious  beast 

His  precious  home,  souf^ht  of  his  enimyes, 

Strikes  in  the  stocke,  ne  thence  can  be  releast, 

But  to  the  mighty  yictor  yields  a  bounteous  feast. 

With  such  faire  sleight  him  Guyon  often  fayld  11 

Till  at  the  last  all  breathlesse,  weary,  faint, 

Him  s^yin^,  with  fresh  onsett  he  assayld, 

And,  kindlmg  new  his  corage  seeming  queint, 

Strooke  him  so  hugely,  that  throuffh  great  constraint 

He  made  him  stoup  perforce  unto  nisluiee. 

And  doe  unwilling  worship  to  the  saint. 

That  on  his  shield  depainted  he  did  see ; 

Such  homage  till  that  instant  neyer  learned  hee. 

Whom  Gruyon  seeing  stou]^,  poursewed  fast  12 

The  present  offer  of  faire  victory, 

And  soone  his  dreadiull  blade  about  he  cast, 

Wherewith  he  smote  his  haughtjr  crest  so  hye. 

That  streight  on  grownd  maae  him  full  low  to  lye ; 

Then  on  his  brest  his  victor  foote  he  thrust : 

With  that  he  cryde;  '*  Mercy,  doe  me  not  dye, 

Ne  deeme  thy  force  by  fortunes  doome  uniust, 

That  hath  (maugre  her  spight)  thus  low  me  laid  in  dust" 

Eftsoones  his  cruel  hand  Sir  Guyon  stayd,  13 

Tempring  the  passion  with  advizement  slow 

And  maistring  might  on  enimy  dismavd; 

For  th*  equalTdie  of  warre  he  well  did  know: 

Then  to  hmi  said:  **  Live,  and  alleagaunce  owe 

To  him,  that  gives  thee  life  and  liberty ; 

And  henceforth  by  this  daies  ensample  trow, 

That  hasty  wroth,  and  heedlesse  hazardry. 

Doe  breede  repentaunce  late,  and  lasting  infamy.*' 

So  up  he  let  him  rise;  who,  with  ^rim  looke  14 

And  count'naunce  steme  upstandmg,  gan  to  grind 

His  grated  teeth  for  great  disdeigne,  and  ahooke 

His  sand^  lockes,  long  hanging  oowne  behind. 

Knotted  in  blood  and  dust,  for  grief  of  mind 

That  he  in  ods  of  armes  was  conquered; 

Tet  in  himselfe  some  comfort  he  did  find. 

That  him  so  noble  knight  had  raaystered ; 

Whose  bounty  more  then  might,  yet  both,  he  wondered. 
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Wliich  Guyon  marking  said;  "  Be  nought  agriev'd,         15 

Sir  knight,  that  thus  ye  now  subdewed  arre : 

Was  never  man,  who  moat  conqu^tes  atchiev'd, 

But  sometimes  had  the  worse,  and  lost  by  warre; 

Yet  shortly  gaynd,  that  losse  exceeded  farre; 

Losse  is  no  shame,  nor  to  bee  lease  then  foe; 

But  to  bee  lesser  then  himselfe  doth  marre 

Both  loosers  lott,  and  viotour's  praise  als6e : 

Yaine  others  overthrowes  who  sel^  doth  overthrow. 

"  Fly,  O  ^yrocliles,  fly  the  dreadful  warre  16 

That  in  thyselfe  thy  lesser  partes  do  move; 

Outrageous  Anger,  and  woe-working  larre, 

Direfull  Impatience,  and  hart*mur(mng  Love: 

Those,  those  thy  foes,  those  warriours,  far  remove. 

Which  thee  to  endlesse  bale  oaptived  lead. 

But,  sith  in  might  thou  didst  my  mercy  prove, 

Of  courtesie  to  mee  the  cause  aread 

That  thee  against  me  drew  with  so  impetuous  dread." 

*'  Dreadlesse,"  said  he,  "  that  shall  I  soone  declare:  17 

It  was  complaind  that  thou  hadst  done  great  tort 

Unto  an  <^ed  woman,  poore  and  bare, 

And  thralled  her  in  chaines  with  strong  effdrt, 

Voide  of  all  succour  and  needful!  comfort: 

That  ill  beseemes  thee,  such  as  I  thee  see, 

To  worke  such  shame:  therefore  I  thee  exhort 

To  chaunge  thy  will,  and  set  Occasion  free, 

And  to  h^  captive  sonne  yield  his  first  lib^*tee." 

Thereat  Sir  Guyon  smylde ;  "  And  is  that  all,**  18 

Said  he,  **  that  thee  so  sore  displeased  hathP 
Great  mercy  sure,  for  to  enlarge  a  thrall. 
Whose  freedom  shall  thee  tume  to  greatest  scath ! 
Kath'lesse  now  quench  thy  whott  emboyling  wrath: 
Loe !  there  they  oee;  to  thee  I  jdeld  them  free." 
Thereat  he,  wondrous  glad,  out  of  the  path 
Pid  lightly  leape,  where  he  them  bound  did  see, 
And  gan  to  br^e  the  bands  of  their  oaptivitee. 

Soone  as  Occasion  felt  her  selfe  unlyde,  19 

Before  her  sonne  could  well  assoyled  bee, 

She  to  her  use  retumd,  and  streight  defyde 

Both  Guvon  and  Pyrochles ;  th'  one  (said  shee) 

Bycause  hewonne;  the  other,  because  hee 

Was  wonne:  so  matter  did  she  make  of  nought. 

To  stirre  up  strife,  and  garre  them  disagree : 

But,  soone  as  Furor  was  enlarsd,  she  sought 

To  kindle  his  quencht  fyre,  and  thousand  cauBes  wrought. 
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Ijb  988  not  long  ere  she  inflam'd  him  so,  20 

Iliat  he  would  algates  with  Fyrochles  fight, 

And  his  redeemer  chalengd  for  his  foe, 

Because  he  had  not  well  mainteind  his  right. 

But  jrielded  had  to  that  same  straunger  knight. 

Now  ^BJi  Ppochles  wez  as  wood  as  nee. 

And  him  affronted  with  impatient  might : 

So  both  together  fiers  engrasped  bee, 

Whyles  Guyon  standing  oy  their  tinoouth  strife  does  see.  / 

Him  an  that  while  Occasion  did  provoke  21 

Against  iPyrochles,  and  new  matter  fram'd 

Upon  the  old,  him  stirring  to  bee  wroke 

Of  his  late  wronges,  in  which  she  oft  him  blam*d 

For  suffering  such  abuse  as  knifi^hthood  sham'd, 

And  him  disnabled  quyte :  but  ne  was  wise, 

"Ne  would  with  vaine  occasions  be  inflam'd; 

Yet  others  she  more  urgent  did  devise: 

Yet  nothing  could  him  to  impatience  entise. 

Their  fell  contention  still  increased  more,  22 

And  more  thereby  increased  Furors  might. 

Thai  he  his  foe  has  hurt  and  wounded  sore 

And  him  in  blood  and  durt  deformed  quight. 

His  mother  eke,  more  to  augment  his  spight, 

Kow  brought  to  him  a  flaming  fyer-brond. 

Which  she  in  Stygian  lake,  aj  burning  bright, 

Had  kindled :  tnat  she  gave  mto  his  hond. 

That  armd  with  fire  more  hardly  he  mote  him  withstond. 

Tlio  gan  that  villein  wez  so  fiers  and  strong,  23 

That  nothing  might  sustaine  his  furious  forse: 

He  cast  him  downe  to  ground,  and  all  along 

Drew  him  through  durt  and  myre  without  remorse. 

And  fowly  battered  his  comely  corse. 

That  Guyon  much  disdeignd  so  loathly  sight. 

At  last  he  was  compeld  to  cry  perforse, 

"  Help,  O  Sir  Guyon !  helpe,  most  noble  knight, 

To  ridd  a  wretdied  man  from  handes  of  hellish  wight !" 

The  knight  was  greatly  moved  at  his  playnt,  24 

And  gan  him  dight  to  succour  his  distresse, 

Till  that  the  palmer,  by  his  grave  restrayn^ 

Him  stavd  from  yielding  pittiAill  redresse. 

And  said ;  "  Deare  sonne,  thy  causelesse  ruth  represse, 

Ne  let  thy  stout  hart  melt  in  pitty  vayne: 

He  that  his  sorrow  sought  tlmmgh  wilfulnesse, 

And  his  foe  fettred  would  release  agayne, 

Desenrei  to  taste  his  follies  frait»  repented  payne.** 
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Gayon  obayd:  so  him  away  he  drew  26 

From  needlesse  trouble  of  renewing  fight 

Already  fought,  hia  Toyage  to  poursew. 

But  rash  Pyrochles  yarlett,  Atm  hight, 

When  late  he  saw  his  lord  in  heavie  plight, 

Under  Sir  Guyons  puissaunt  stroke  to  fall. 

Him  deeming  dead,  as  then  he  seemd  in  sight, 

Fledd  fast  away  to  tell  his  funerall 

Unto  his  brother,  whom  Cymochles  men  did  calL 

He  was  a  man  of  rare  redoubted  might,  26 

Famous  throughout  the  world  for  warlike  prayse, 

And  glorious  spoiles,  purchast  in  perilous  fight: 

Full  many  doughtie  knightes  he  in  his  dayes 

Had  doen  to  death,  subdewde  in  equall  &ayes; 

Whose  carkases,  for  terrour  of  his  name, 

Of  fowles  and  beastes  he  made  the  piteous  prayes. 

And  hong  their  conquerd  armes  for  more  defamo 

On  gallow  trees,  in  honour  of  his  dearest  dame. 

His  dearest  dame  is  that  enchaunteresse,  27 

The  yyle  Acrasia,  that  with  vaine  delightee. 

And  ydle  pleasures,  in  her  Bowre  of  Blisse, 

Does  charme  her  lovers,  and  the  feeble  sprightes 

Can  call  out  of  the  bodies  of  fraile  wighteB; 

Whom  then  she  does  transforme  to  monstrous  hewes 

And  horribly  misshapes  with  ugly  sightes, 

CaptiT*d  eternally  in  yron  mewes 

And  darksom  dens,  where  Titan  his  face  neTcr  shewes. 

There  Atin  fownd  Cymochles  soiouming,  23 

To  serve  his  lemans  loTe :  for  he  by  kynd 

Was  given  all  to  lust  ana  loose  livmg. 

Whenever  his  fiers  handes  he  free  mote  fynd: 

And  now  he  has  pourd  out  his  ydle  mynd 

In  daintie  dehces  and  lavish  ioyes. 

Having  his  warlike  weapons  cast  behjmd, 

And  flowes  in  pleasures  and  vaine  pleasing  toyes. 

Mingled  emongst  loose  ladies  and  lascivious  boyea. 

And  over  him  Art,  stryving  to  compayre  29 

With  Nature,  did  an  arber  greene  dispred. 

Framed  of  wanton  yvie,  flouring  fayre. 

Through  which  the  fragrant  eglantine  did  spred 

His  pnekling  armes,  entrayld  with  roees  red. 

Which  daintie  odours  round  about  them  threw  s 

And  all  within  with  flowres  was  garnished. 

That,  when  myld  Zephyrus  emongst  them  blew. 

Did  breath  out  bounteous  smels,  and  painted  colors  shew. 
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And  &st  beside  there  trickled  softly  downe  90 

A  gentle  streame,  whose  mnrmnrinff  wave  did  play 

Emongst  the  pumv  stones,  and  made  a  sowne, 

To  lull  him  soft  asieepe  that  by  it  lay: 

The  wearie  trareiler,  wandring  that  way, 

Therein  did  often  quench  his  tliirstj  heat, 

And  then  by  it  his  wearie  limbes  display^ 

(Whiles  creeping  slomber  made  him  to  forget 

His  former  payne,)  and  wypt  away  his  toilsom  sweat. 

And  on  the  other  syde  a  pleasaunt  strove  31 

Was  shott  up  high,  full  of  the  stated  tree 

That  dedicated  is  t'  Olympick  love. 

And  to  his  sonne  Alciaes,  whenas  hee 

In  Nemea  gayned  goodly  victoree : 

Therein  the  mery  birdes  of  every  sorte 

Chaunted  alowd  their  chearefull  harmonee. 

And  made  emongst  themselves  a  sweete  cons6rt. 

That  quickned  the  dull  spright  with  musicaU  ooiuf6rt. 

• 
There  he  him  found  all  carelesly  displaid,  32 

In  secrete  shadow  from  the  sunn;r  ray. 
On  a  sweet  bed  of  lillies  softly  laid, 
Amidst  a  flock  of  damzelles  fresh  and  gay, 
That  rownd  about  him  dissolute  did  play 
Their  wanton  follies  and  light  meriment ; 
Every  of  which  did  loosely  disaray 
Her  upper  partes  of  meet  habiliments, 
And  shewd  them  naked,  deckt  with  many  ornaments. 

And  every  of  them  strove  with  most  delights  33 

Him  to  aggrate,  and  greatest  pleasures  shew : 

Some  frame!  faire  lookes,  glancing  like  evening  lights ; 

Others  sweet  wordes,  dropping  lilce  honny  dew; 

Some  bathed  kisses,  and  aid  soft  embrew  ' 

The  sugred  licour  through  his  melting  lips. 

One  boastes  her  beautie,  and  does  yield  to  vew 

Her  daintie  limbes  above  her  tender  hips : 

Another  her  out  boastes,  and  all  for  tryall  strips. 

He,  like  an  adder  lurking  in  the  weedes,  34 

His  wandring  thought  in  deepe  desu*e  does  steepe. 

And  his  fravle  eye  with  spoyle  of  beauty  feedes : 

Sometimes  he  falsely  faines  himselfe  to  sleepe. 

Whiles  through  their  lids  his  wanton  eies  do  peepe 

To  steale  a  snatch  of  amorous  conceipt, 

WTiereby  close  fire  into  his  hart  does  creepe : 

So*  he  tnem  deceives,  deceivd  in  his  deceipt. 

Made  dronke  with  drugs  of  deare  voluptuous  receipt. 

V 
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Atin,  arriyinff  tbere,  when  him  he  spyde  85 

Thus  in  still  waves  of  deepe  delLzht  to  wade. 

Fiercely  approohing  to  him  lowcfly  cryde, 

"  Cymochles ;  oh !  no,  but  Cirmochles  shade. 

In  which  that  manly  person  late  did  fade ! 

What  is  become  of  great  Aerates  sonne  P 

Or  where  hath  he  hong  up  his  mortall  blade. 

That  hath  so  many  haughty  conquests  wonne  P 

Is  all  his  force  forlome,  and  all  his  glory  donneP" 

Then,  pricking  him  with  his  sharp-pointed  dart,  38 

He  said:  "  Up,  up,  thou  womanisn  weake  knight. 

That  here  in  ladies  lap  entombed  art, 

TJnmindfull  of  thy  praise  and  prowest  might. 

And  weetlesse  eke  of  lately-wrought  despight ; 

Whiles  sad  Fyrocles  lies  on  senceleese  ground, 

And  groneth  out  his  utmost  grudging  spright 

Through  many  a  stroke  and  many  a  streaming  wound. 

Galling  thy  help  in  vaine,  that  here  in  ioyes  art  drc^d/* 

* 
Suddeinly  out  of  his  delightfull  dreame  37 

The  man  awoke,  and  would  have  questiond  more ; 
But  he  would  not  endure  that  wofull  theame 
Por  to  dilate  at  large,  but  urged  sore. 
With  percing  wordes  and  pittifull  implore, 
Him  hasty  to  arise :  as  one  afiright 
With  hellish  feends,  or  furies  mad  uprore, 
He  then  uprose,  inflamd  with  fell  despight. 
And  called  for  his  armes;  for  he  would  algaies  fight. 

They  bene  ybrought ;  he  quickly  does  him  dight,  38 

And  hghtlv  mounted  passeth  on  his  wajr; 

Ne  lacues  loves,  ne  sweete  entreaties,  might 

Appease  his  heat,  or  hastie  passage  stay; 

For  he  has  vowd  to  beene  avenga  that  day 

fThat  day  itselfe  him  seemed  au  too  long) 

On  him,  that  did  I^jrrochles  deare  dismay: 

So  proudly  pricketh  on  his  courser  strong, 

And  Atin  ay  him  pricks  with  spurs  of  shame  and  wrong. 
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CANTO  VL 

Gojon  is  of  immodeflt  Merth 
Led  into  loose  desyre ; 

Fights  with  Cymochles,  whiles  his  bro- 
ther homes  in  ftarioos  iyre. 

A  HARDBB  lesson  to  leame  cqntmence  1 

In  ioyous  pleasure  then  in  grievoos  paine : 

For  sweetnesse  doth  allure  the  weaker  sence 

So  strongly,  that  oneathes  it  can  re£raine 

From  that  which  feeble  nature  covets  faine: 

But  griefe  and  wrath,  that  be  her  enemies 

And  foes  of  life,  she  better  can  restraine : 

Yet  Vertue  vauntes  in  both  her  victories ; 

And  Guyon  in  them  all  shewes  goodly  maysteries. 

Whom  bold  Cymochles  traveiling  to  finde,  2 

Witii  cruell  purpose  bent  to  wreake  on  him  ' 

The  wrath  wnich  Atin  kindled  in  his  mind, 

Came  to  a  river,  by  whose  utmost  brim 

Wayting  to  passe  he  saw  whereas  did  swim 

Along  the  shore,  as  swift  as  glaunoe  of  eye, 

A  ntUe  gondelay,  bedecked  trim 

With  boughes  and  arbours  woven  cnnningly, 

That  like  a  litle  forrest  seemed  outwardly. 

And  therein  sate  a  lady  fresh  and  fayre,  3 

MiJdng  sweete  solace  to  herselfe  alone : 

Sometunes  she  sonff  as  lowd  as  larke  in  ayre,    rvo  -w^vv^.i^  » '*(^* 

Sometimes  she  laugnt,  that  nigh  her  breath  was  gone;     ' 

Yet  was  there  not  widi  her  else  any  one. 

That  to  her  might  move  cause  of  meriment : 

Matter  of  merth  enough,  though  there  were  none, 

She  could  devize ;  and  thousand  waies  invent 

To  feede  her  foolish  humour  and  vaine  ioUiment. 

Which  when  far  off  C  vmochles  heard  and  saw,  4 

He  lewdly  caJd  to  such  as  were  abord 

The  little  barke  unto  the  shore  to  draw, 

And  him  to  ferry  over  that  deepe  ford. 

The  meny  mariner  unto  his  word 

Soone  hearkned,  and  her  painted  bote  streightwnr 

Tnmd  to  the  shore,  where  that  same  warlike  lord 

She  in  receiv'd,  but  Atin  bv  no  way 

She  would  admit,  albe  the  knidht  hirmiieiiL  did  pray. 
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Eftsoones  her  shallow  ship  away  did  slide, 

More  swift  than  swallow  saeres  the  liquid  skye, 

Withouten  oare  or  i)ilot  it  to  guide, 

Or  winded  canvas  with  the  wind  to  flj  t 

Onely  she  tumd  a  pin,  and  by  and  by 

It  out  away  upon  the  yielding  wave, 

(Ne  cared  she  her  course  for  to  apply,) 

For  it  was  taught  the  way  which  she  would  have, 

And  both  from  rocks  and  flats  itselfe  could  wisely  save. 

And  all  the  way  the  wanton  damsell  found 

New  merth  her  passenger  to  entertaine ; 

For  she  in  pleasaunt  purpose  did  abound. 

And  greatly  ioyed  merry  tales  to  fayne. 

Of  which  a  store-house  did  with  her  remaine ; 

Yet  seemed,  nothing  well  they  her  became : 

For  all  her  wordes  she  drownd  with  laughter  vaine, 

And  wanted  grace  in  utt'ring  of  the  same, 

That  turned  all  her  pleasaunce  to  a  scoffing  game, 

And  other  whiles  vaine  toyes  she  would  devize. 
As  her  fantasticke  wit  did  most  delight : 
Sometimes  her  head  she  fondly  would  aguize 
With  gaudy  girlonds,  or  fresh  flowrets  aight 
Aboutlier  necke,  or  rings  of  rushes  plight : 
Sometimes,  to  do  him  laugh,  she  would  assay 
To  laugh  at  shaking  of  the  leaves  light, 
Or  to  behold  the  water  worke  and  play 
About  her  little  frigot,  therein  making  way. 

Her  light  behaviour  and  loose  dalliaunce 

Grave  wondrous  great  contentment  to  the  knight. 

That  of  his  way  ne  had  no  sovenaunce, 

Nor  care  of  vow'd  revenge  and  cruell  fiffht, 

But  to  weake  wench  did  yield  his  martiaU  might. 

So  easie  was  to  quench  his  flamed  minde 

With  one  sweete  drop  of  sensuall  delight! 

So  easie  is  t*  appease  the  stormy  winde 

Of  malice  in  the  calme  of  pleasaunt  womankind  ! 

Diverse  discourses  in  their  way  they  spent ; 

Mongst  which  Cymochles  of  her  questioned 

Both  what  she  was,  and  what  that  usage  ment, 

Which  in  her  oott  she  dailv  practized : 

"Vaine  man,"  saide  she,     that  wouldestbe  reckoned 

A  straung;er  in  thy  home,  and  ignoraunt 

Of  PhflBdna,  (for  so  my  name  is  red,) 

Of  PhfiBdria,  thine  owne  fellow  servaunt ; 

For  thou  to  serve  Acrasia  t^.selfe  doest  vaunt. 
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*  In  this  wide  inland  sea,  that  hight  by  name  10 

The  Idle  Lake,  my  wandring  ship  I  row. 

That  knowes  her  port,  and  mether  saylea  by  ayme» 

l^e  care  no  feare  I  how  the  wind  do  blow. 

Or  whether  swift  I  wend  or  whether  slow : 

Both  slow  and  swift  alike  do  serve  my  toume ; 

Ke  swelling  Neptune  ne  lowd-thundnng  love 

Can  chauDge  my  cheare,  or  make  me  ever  moume : 

My  litle  boat  can  safely  passe  this  penloos  bourne." 

Whiles  thus  she  talked,  and  whiles  thus  she  toyd,  11 

Thev  were  far  past  the  passage  which  he  spake. 

And.  come   nto  an  island  waste  and  voyd, 

That  floted  m  the  midst  of  that  great  lake ; 

There  her  small  gondelay  her  port  did  make, 

And  that  gay  payre  issewing  on  the  shore 

Disburdned  ner :  their  way  they  forward  take 

Into  the  land  that  lay  them  faire  before, 

Whose  pleasaunce  she  him  shewd,  and  plentifull  great  store. 

It  was  a  chosen  plott  of  fertile  land,  12 

Emongst  wide  waves  sett,  like  a  litle  nest. 

As  if  it  had  by  Natures  cunning  hand 

Bene  choycehr  picked  out  from  all  the  rest, 

And  laid  forth  tor  ensample  of  the  best : 

No  daintie  flowre  or  herbe  that  growes  on  grownd, 

No  arborett  with  painted  blossomes  drest 

And  smelling  sweete,  but  there  it  misht  be  fownd 

To  bud  out  laire,  and  her  sweete  smels  throwe  al  arownd. 

No  tree,  whose  braunches  did  not  bravely  spring ;  13 

No  braimch,  whereon  a  fine  bird  did  not  sitt : 

No  bird,  but  did  her  shrill  notes  sweetely  sing ; 

No  song,  but  did  containe  .a  lovely  ditt. 

Trees,  braunches,  birds,  and  songs,  were  framed  fitt 

For  to  allure  iraile  mind  to  carelesse  ease. 

Carelesse  the  man  BOone  woxe,  and  his  weake  witt 

Was  overcome  of  thing  that  did  him  please : 

8o  pleased  did  his  wratbfull  purpose  faire  appease. 

Thus  when  shee  had  his  eves  and  sences  fed  14 

With  false  delights,  and  ^d  with  pleasures  vayn. 

Into  a  shady  dale  she  soft  him  led, 

And  layd  lum  downe  upon  a  grassy  playn ; 

And  her  sweete  selfe  without  dread  or  disdayn 

She  sett  beside,  laying  his  head  disarmd 

In  her  loose  lap,  it  softly  to  sustayn. 

Where  soonc  he  slumbred,  fearing  not  be  harmd : 

The  whiles  with  a  love  lay  she  thus  him  sweetly  chftrmd: 
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"Behold,  O  man,  that  toilesome  paines  doest  take,  15 

The  flowTS,  the  fields,  and  all  that  pleaaaunt  growes. 
How  they  themBelves  doe  thine  ensample  make, 
Whiles  nothing  envious  Nature  them  forth  throwet 
Out  of  her  fruitfull  lap :  how,  no  man  knowes, 
They  spring,  they  bud,  they  bloesome  fresh  and  faire. 
And  decke  tiie  world  with  their  rich  pompous  showes ; 
Tet  no  man  for  them  t^keth  paines  or  care, 
Yet  no  man  to  them  can  his  carefull  paines  compare. 

•'  The  lilly,  lady  of  the  fbwring  field,  16 

The  fiowre-deluce,  her  lovely  paramoure» 

Bid  thee  to  them  thy  fruitlesse  labors  yield. 

And  soone  leave  off*  this  toylsome  weary  stoure : 

Loe !  loe,  how  brave  she  decks  her  bounteous  boure, 

With  silken  curtens  and  gold  coverletta^  , 

Therein  to  shrowd  her  sumptuous  bela6ifSire ! 

Yet  nether  spinnes  nor  cards,  ne  cares  nor  frctts, 

But  to  her  mother  Nature  all  her  care  she  letts. 

"  Why  then  doest  thou,  O  man,  that  of  them  all  17 

Art  lord,  and  eke  of  nature  soveraine. 

Wilfully  make  thyselfe  a  wretched  thrall, 

And  waste  thy  ioyous  howres  in  needelese  paine. 

Seeking  for  daunger  and  adventures  vaine  P 

What  bootes  it  al  to  have  and  nothing  useP 

Who  shall  him  rew  that  swimming  in  the  maine 

Will  die  for  thirst,  and  water  doth  reAiseP 

Befuse  such  fruitlesse  toile,  uid  present  pleasures  chuse.** 

Bv  this  she  had  him  lulled  fast  asleepe,  18 

That  of  no  worldly  thing  he  care  did  take : 

Then  she  with  liquors  strong  his  eies  did  steepe^ 

That  nothing  should  him  hastilv  awake. 

So  she  him  lefte,  and  did  berseffe  betake 

Unto  her  boat  again,  with  which  she  clefte 

The  slouthAill  wave  of  that  great  griesv  lake : 

Soone  shee  that  island  far  behind  her  lefle. 

And  now  is  come  to  that  same  place  where  first  she  wefbe. 

Sf  this  time  was  the  worthy  Guyon  brought  19 

nto  the  other  side  of  that  wide  strond 
WTiere  she  was  rowing,  and  for  passage  sought : 
Him  needed  not  long  call;  shee  soone  to  bond 
Her  ferry  brought,  where  him  she  byding  fond 
With  his  sad  guide :  himselfe  shee  tooke  abcord* 
But  his  black  palmer  sufired  still  to  stond, 
Ne  would  for  price  or  prayers  once  afibord 
To  ferry  that  md  man  over  the  perlous  foor  j. 
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Guyon  was  loath  to  leave  his  guide  beWnd,  20 

Yet  being  entred  might  not  backe  retyre ; 

For  the  mtt  barke,  obaying  to  her  mind, 

Forth  launched  quicklv  as  she  did  desire, 

Hfe  gave  him  leave  to  bid  that  aged  sire 

Adieu,  but  nimbly  ran  her  wonted  course 

Through  the  dull  billowes  thicke  as  troubled  mire, 

Whom  nether  wind  out  of  their  seat  could  forse. 

Nor  timely  tides  did  drive  out  of  their  sluggish  sourse. 

And  by  the  way,  as  was  her  wonted  guize.  21 

Her  mery  fitt  she  freshly  gan  to  reare. 

And  did  of  ioy  and  ioUity  devize 

Herselfe  to  cherish,  and  her  guest  to  cheare. 

The  knight  was  courteous,  and  did  not  forbeare 

Her  houest  merth  and  pleasaunce  to  partake : 

But  when  he  saw  her  toy,  and  gibe,  and  geare, 

And  nasse  the  bonds  of  modest  merimake. 

Her  dalliaimce  he  despis'd  and  follies  did  forsake. 

er  style,  22 

e  him  delight, 

Lunt  ile, 

ier  other  knight. 

id  had  sight, 

mgry  said ; 

*  aoen  me  right, 

you  obaid : 

it  way  to  have  straid.' 

>t  displeasd  at  all ;  23 

miaund  his  way, 

easure  call : 

0  stray; 

lever  stay. 

Tety  rest, 

io  assay: 

s  distrest." 

her  earnest  end  in  iest. 

nathelesse  24 

forth  on  shore: 

fruitfulnesse, 

ly  before, 
she  made  much  more, 

es  did  freshly  spring. 

)los8ome8  bore ; 

sweetly  sing, 

»  in  tlieir  caroling. 
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And  she,  more  sweete  than  any  bird  on  bough,  25 

Would  oftentimes  emon^t  them  beare  a  part. 

And  strive  to  passe  (as  she  could  well  enough) 

Their  native  musicke  by  her  skilful  art : 

So  did  she  all,  that  might  his  constant  hart 

Withdraw  from  thought  of  warlike  ent^rprize, 

And  drowne  in  dissolute  delights  apart, 

Where  noise  of  armes,  or  vew  of  martiall  guize. 

Might  not  revive  desire  of  knightly  exercize : 

Bat  he  was  wise,  and  wary  of  her  will,  23 

And  ever  held  his  hand  upon  his  hart ; 

Yet  would  not  seeme  so  rude,  and  thewed  ill. 

As  to  despise  so  curteous  seeming  part 

That  gentle  lady  did  to  him  impart ; 

Bu^  tairly  tempring,  fond  desire  subdewd. 

And  ever  her  desired  to  depart. 

She  list  not  heare,  but  her  disports  poursewd, 

And  ever  bad  him  stay  till  time  the  tide  renewd. 

And  now  by  this  Cymochles  howre  was  spent,  27 

That  he  awoke  ent  of  his  ydle  dreme ; 

And,  shaking  off  his  drowsy  dreriment, 

Gan  him  avize,  howe  ill  did  him  beseme, 

Li  slouthAill  sleepe  his  molten  hart  to  steme, 

And  quench  the  brond  of  his  conceived  jre. 

Tho  up  he  started,  stird  with  shame  extreme, 

Ne  staled  for  his  damseU  to  inquire. 

But  marched  to  the  strond,  there  passage  to  require. 

And  in  the  way  he  with  Sir  Guyon  mett,  28 

Accompanyde  with  Phaedria  the  faire : 

Eftsoones  he  gan  to  rage,  and  inly  frett. 

Crying ;  "  Let  be  that  lady  debonaire, 

Thou  recreaunt  knight,  and  soone  tbyselfc  prepaire 

To  batteile,  if  thou  meane  her  love  to  gayn. 

Loe  I  loe  alread;jr  how  the  fowles  in  aire 

Doe  flocke,  awaiting  shortly  to  obtayn 

Thy  carcas  for  their  pray,  uie  guerdon  of  thy  payn." 

And  there-withall  he  fiersly  at  him  flew,  29 

And  with  imp6rtune  outrage  him  assayld ; 

Who.  soone  prepard  to  field,  his  swora  forth  drew, 

And  nun  with  equall  valew  countervayld : 

Their  mightie  strokes  their  haberieons  dismayld, 

And  naked  made  each  others  manly  spalles ; 

The  mortall  Steele  despiteously  entayld 

Deepe  in  their  flesh,  quite  through  the  ^Ton  walles, 

That  a  large  purple  streame  adown  their  giambeux  falles. 
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Cymochles,  that  had  never  mett  before  30 

So  puissant  foe,  with  enyiouB  despight 

Hia  prowd  presumed  force  increased  more, 

^adeigning  to  bee  held  so  long:  in  fight. 

Sir  Ghiyon,  grudging  not  so  much  his  might 

^  those  unknightly  raylinges  which  he  spoke. 

With  wrathfull  fire  his  coraffe  kindled  bright. 

Thereof  devising  shortly  to  be  wroke, 

And  doubling  tSl  his  powres  redoubled  every  stroke. 

Both  of  them  high  attonce  their  hands  enhaunst,  31 

And  both  attonce  their  huge  blowes  down  did  sway: 

Cymochles  sword  on  Gruyons  shield  yglaunst. 

And  thereof  nigh  one  muurter  sheard  away: 

But  Guyons  angry  bhde  so  fiers  did  play 

On  th*  others  helmett,  which  as  Titan  shone. 

That  quite  it  clove  his  plumed  crest  in  tway. 

And  bared  all  his  head  unto  the  bone; 

Where-with  ostonisht  still  he  stood  as  sencelesse  stone. 

Still  as  he  stood,  fayre  Phodria,  that  beheld  32 

That  deadly  daunger,  soone  atweene  them  ran; 

And  at  their  feetherselfe  most  humbly  feld, 

Crving  with  pitteous  voyce,  and  countenance  warn, 

**  Ah,  well  away !  most  noble  lords,  how  can 

Toxir  cruell  eyes  endure  so  pitteous  sight. 

To  shed  your  lives  on  ground?    "Wo  worth  the  man. 

That  first  did  teach  the  cursed  Steele  to  bight 

In  his  owne  flesh,  and  make  way  to  the  Hvmg  sprighti 

"  If  ever  love  of  lady  did  empierce  33 

Toup  yron  brestes,  or  pittie  could  find  place, 

Withhold  your  bloody  handes  from  battaill  fierce; 

And,  sith  lor  me  ye  nght,  to  me  this  grace 

Both  yield,  to  stay  your  deadly  stryfe  a  space.'* 

They  stayd  a  while :  and  forth  shegan  proceede: 

'*  Most  wretched  woman  and  of  wicked  race. 

That  am  the  authour  of  this  hainous  deed,  [breed ! 

And  cause  of  death  betweeno  two  doughtie  knights  do 

"  But  if  for  me  ye  fight,  or  me  will  serve,  34 

Not  this  rude  kvnd  of  battaill,  nor  these  armes 

Are  meet,  the  which  doe  men  in  bale  to  sterve. 

And  doolefidl  sorrowe  heape  with  deadly  hamies: 

Such  cruell  game  my  scarmoges  disarmes. 

Another  warre,  and  other  weapons,  I 

Doe  love,  where  Love  does  give  his  sweete  alarmea 

Without  bloodshed,  and  where  the  enimy 

Does  yield  unto  his  foe  a  pleasaunt  victory. 
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"  Debateftill  strife,  and  cruell  enmity,  35 

The  famous  name  of  knighthood  fowly  shend ; 

But  lovely  peace,  and  gentle  amity, 

And  in  amours  the  passing  howres  to  spend. 

The  mightie  martiall  handes  doe  most  commend; 

Of  love  they  ever  greater  glory  bore 

Then  of  their  armea :  Mars  is  Cupidoes  frend. 

And  is  for  Venus  loves  renowmed  more 

Then  all  his  wars  and  spoiles,  the  which  he  did  of  yore.** 

Therewith  she  sweetly  smyld.    They,  though  full  bent    36 

To  prove  exjtremities  of  bloody  fight. 

Yet  at  her  speach  their  rages  gan  relent. 

And  calrae  the  sea  of  their  tempestuous  spight: 

Such  powre  have  pleasing  wordes  f    Such  is  the  might 

Of  courteous  clemency  in  gentle  hart ! 

Now  after  all  was  ceast,  the  Faery  knight 

Besought  that  damsell  suffer  him  depart. 

And  yield  him  ready  passage  to  that  other  park 

She  no  lease  glad  then  he  desirous  was  37 

Of  his  departure  thence ;  for  of  her  ioy 

And  vaine  delight  she  saw  he  light  did  pas^ 

A  foe  of  folly  and  immodest  toy-. 

Still  solemno  sad,  or  still  disdamfull  coy^ 

Delighting  all  in  armes  and  cruell  warre. 

That  her  sweete  peace  and  pleasures  did  annoy, 

Troubled  with  terrour  and  unquiet  iarre, 

That  she  well  pleased  was  thence  to  amove  him  farre. 

Tho  him  she  lm)ught  abord,  and  her  swifl  bote  33 

Forthwith  directed  to  that  further  strand; 

The  which  on  the  dull  waves  did  lightly  flote. 

And  soone  arrived  on  the  shallow  sand. 

Where  gladsome  Guyon  sailed  forth  to  land, 

And  to  that  damsell  thankes  gave  for  reward. 

Upon  that  shore  he  spyed  Atm  stand, 

There  by  his  maister  left,  when  lale  he  far'd 

In  Phtedrias  fiitt  barck  over  that  perlous  shard. 

Well  could  he  him  remember,  sith  of  late  39 

He  with  Pyrocles  sharp  debatement  made : 

Streight  gan  he  him  revyle,  and  bitter  rate. 

As  shepheardes  curre,  that  in  darke  eveninges  shade 

Hath  tracted  forth  some  salvage  beastes  trade : 

"  Vile  miscreaunt."  said  he.  "  whether  dost  thou  flyo 

The  shame  and  death,  which  will  thee  soon  invade  ? 

What  coward  hand  shall  doe  thee  next  to  dye. 

That  art  thus  fowly  iledd  from  famous  enimy  ?** 
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With  that  he  stilly  shooke  his  steelhead  dart :  40 

Bat  sober  Guyon  hearing  him  so  rayle. 

Though  somewhat  movea  in  his  mightie  hart. 

Yet  with  strong  reason  maistred  passion  fraUe, 

And  passed  fayrely  forth :  he,  turning  taile, 

Backe  to  the  strond  retyrd,  and  there  still  stayd, 

Awaitinff  passage,  which  him  late  did  faile ; 

The  whiles  Cymochles  with  that  wanton  mayd 

The  hasty  heat  of  his  avowd  revenge  delay  d. 

Whylest  there  the  varlet  stood,  he  saw  from  farre  41 

An  armed  knight  that  towardes  him  fast  ran ; 

Ho  ran  on  foot,  as  if  in  lucklesse  warre 

His  f6rlome  steed  from  him  the  victour  wan : 

He  seemed  breathlesse.  hartlesse,  faint,  and  wan ; 

And  all  his  armour  sprinckled  was  with  blood. 

And  soyld  with  durtie  gore,  that  no  man  can 

Disceme  the  hew  thereof;  he  never  stood, 

But  bent  his  hastie  course  towardes  the  Ydle  flood. 

The  varlet  saw,  whea  to  the  flood  he  came  42 

How  without  stop  or  stay  he  fiersly  lept, 

And  deepe  himselfe  beduckcd  in  the  same, 

That  in  the  lake  his  loflie  crest  was  stept, 

Ne  of  his  safetie  seemed  care  he  kept  ; 

But  with  his  raging  armes  he  rudely  flasht 

The  waves  about,  and  all  bis  armour  swept, 

That  all  the  blood  and  filth  away  was  washt : 

Yet  still  he  bet  the  water,  and  the  billowes  dasht. 

Atin  drew  nigh  to  weet  what  it  mote  bee;  43 

For  much  he  wondered  at  that  tincouth  sight : 

"Whom  should  he  but  his  own  deare  lord  there  see. 

His  owne  deare  lord  i^yrochles  in  sad  ])light, 

Ready  to  drowne  himselfe  for  fell  despight: 

"  Harrow'now,  out  and'well  awaj !''  he  crvde, 

"  What  dismall  day  hath  lent  this  cursed  light. 

To  see  my  lord  so  deadly  damnifyde  P 

^rrochles,  O  ^yrochles,  what  is  thee  betydoP" 

**  I  bume,  I  bume,  I  bume,"  then  lowd  he  crydo,  H 

**  O  how  I  bume  with  implacable  fyre ! 

Yet  nought  can  quench  mine  inly  naming  syde. 

Nor  sea  of  licour  cold,  nor  lake  of  myre ; 

Nothing  but  death  can  doe  me  to  rcsnyre." 

"  Ah !  be  it,"  said  he,  "  from  Pyrochlcs  farre 

After  pursewing  death  once  to  requyre. 

Or  think,  that  ought  those  puissant  hands  may  marrc : 

Death  is  for  wretches  borne  imder  unhappy  starre." 
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**Pcr4re,  then  u  it  fitt  for  me,"  said  he,  43 

**  lliat  am,  I  weene,  most  wretched  man  alire ; 

Baming  in  flames,  yet  no  flames  can  I  see. 

And,  djing  dayly,  dayly  yet  rerive : 

O  Atin,  heipe  to  me  last  death  to  ffiTe!** 

The  Taiiet  at  his  plaint  was  giierd  so  sore. 

That  his  deepe-wounded  hart  in  two  did  rire ; 

And,  his  owne  health  remembring  now  no  mors. 

Did  follow  that  ensample  whichhe  blam'd  afore. 

Into  Uie  lake  he  lept  his  lord  to  ard,  40 

(So  We  the  dread  of  dannger  dotn  despise,) 

And,  of  him  catching  hold,  him  strongly  sta^d 

From  drowning;  bat  more  happy,  he  then  wise, 

Of  that  seas  nature  did  him  not  avise: 

The  wares  thereof  so  slow  and  sluggish  were, 

Engrost  with  mud  which  did  them  towle  agrise. 

That  erery  weighty  thing  they  did  upbeare, 

Ne  oo^it  mote  ever  sinck  downe  to  the  bottom  there. 

Whrles  thns  th^  strogled  in  that  Ydle  ware,  47 

Ana  strove  in  raine,  the  one  himselfe  to  drowne. 

The  other  both  from  drowning  for  to  sare ; 

Lo !  to  that  shore  one  in  an  auncient  gowne, 

Whose  hoary  locks  great  gravitie  did  crowne. 

Holding  in  hand  a  goodly  arming  sword, 

By  fortune  came,  l^d  with  the  troublous  sowne^ 

Where  drenched  deepe  he  fownd  in  that  dull  ford 

The  carefull  servaunt  stryring  with  his  raging  lord. 

film  Atin  spying  knew  right  well  of  Tore,  43 

And  lowdly  cala ;  "  Help!  helpe»  O  Archunage, 
To  save  mv  lord  in  wretched  plight  forlore ; 
Helpe  with  thy  hand,  or  wit^  thy  counsel!  sage : 
Weake  handes,  but  counsell  is  most  strong  in  age. 
Him  when  the  old  man  saw,  he  woundred  sore 
To  see  ^yrochles  there  so  rudely  rage : 
Yet  sithens  helpe,  he  saw,  he  needed  more 
Then  pitty,  he  m  hast  i^proched  to  the  shore. 

And  cald :  "  Pyrochles,  what  is  this  I  see?  4D 

What  hellish  fury  hath  at  earst  thee  hentP 

Furious  ever  I  thee  knew  to  bee, 

Yet  never  in  this  straunge  astonishment.** 

"  These  flames,  these  flames !"  he  cryde,"doe  me  torment!" 

"What  flames,"  quoth  he,  "when  1  thee  present  see 

In  daimger  rather  to  be  drent  then  brent  r" 

**  HwTOW !  the  flames  which  me  consume,**  said  he, 

"  Ne  can  be  quencht^  within  my  secret  bowelles  bee. 
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••That  cuned  man,  that  cruel  feend  of  hell.  60 

guiw,  oh !  Furor  hath  me  thus  bedight : 

Hjs  a€«dly  woundes  within  my  liver  swell, 

And  his  whott  fyre  bumes  in  mine  entralles  bright, 

jSandled  throuffh  his  infemall  brond  of  spight, 

Sith  late  inth  him  I  batteill  vaine  would  boste ; 

O^at  now  I  weene  loves  dreaded  thunder  light 

Xioes  8<^reh  not  halfe  so  sore,  nor  damned  giogto 

In  tfaming  Phlegeton  does  not  so  felly  roste." 

Whi^  whenas  Archimago  heard,  his  griefe  61 

Jtte  knew  nght  well,  and  him  attonce  disarmed  : 

jraien  searcbt  his  secret  woundes,  and  made  a  priefe 

Ut  every  pla^  that  was  with  bruzing  harmd. 

Or  with  the  hidden  fier  inly  warmd. 

Which  doen,  he  bahnes  and  herbes  thereto  applyde, 

And  everinore  with  mightie  spels  them  charmd : 

That  in  short  space  he  has  them  qualifyde, 

And  him  reetord  to  helth,  that  would  have  algates  dyde./ 


CANTO  YIL 

Gnyon  findes  Mammon  in  a  dclro 

Sunning  his  threa«nre  horc ; 
Is  by  him  tempted,  and  led  downe 

To  see  his  secrete  store. 

Ab  pOot  well  expert  in  perilous  wave, 
That  to  a  stedfast  starre  his  course  hath  bent, 
When  foggy  mistes  or  cloudy  tempests  have 
The  faithfall  light  of  that  faire  lampe  y  blent, 
And  eover'd  heaven  with  hideous  drenment ; 
Igpon  his  card  and  compas  finnes  his  eye, 
The  maysters  of  his  long  experiment. 
And  to  them  does  the  stoddy  lielme  apply, 
Bidding  hi«  winged  vessell  fairely  forward  fly: 

So  Gnyon  having  lost  his  trustie  guyde. 
Late  left  beyond  that  Ydle  Lake,  proceedea 
Yet  on  his  way,  of  none  accomx>anyde ; 
And  evermore  himselfe  with  comfort  feedes 
Of  his  owne  vertues  and  praise- worthie  deedes. 
So,  lonR  he  yode,  yet  no  adventure  found, 
Which  Fame  of  her  shrill  trompet  worthy  reedcs : 
For  still  he  traveild  through  wide  wastfull  ground, 
Thai  nought  but  desert  wudemesse  shewd  all  around. 
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At  last  he  came  unto  a  gloom  j  glade,  8 

Cover'd  with  boughes  and  shrubs  from  heaveiiB  light. 

Whereas  he  sitting  found  in  secret  shade 

An  uncouth,  salvage,  and  uncivile  wight, 

Of  griesly  hew  and  fowle  ill-favour 'd  sight ; 

His  face  with  smoke  was  tand,  and  eies  were  bleard. 

His  head  and  beard  with  sout  were  ill  bedight, 

His  cole-blacke  hands  did  seeme  to  have  ben  seard  [peard. 

In  smythes  fire-spitting  forge,  and  nayles  like  clawes  ap- 

His  yron  cote,  all  overgrowne  with  rust,  4 

Was  underneath  enveloped  with  gold ; 

Whose  glistring  glosse,  darkned  with  filthy  dust, 

Well  yet  apperea  to  have  beene  of  old 

A  worke  or  rich  entayle  and  curious  mould. 

Woven  with  antickes  and  wyld  ymagery : 

And  in  his  lap  a  masse  of  coyne  he  tolcC 

And  turned  upside  downe,  to  feede  his  eye 

And  covetous  desire  with  his  huge  threasury. 

And  round  about  him  lay  on  every  side  5 

Great  heapes  of  gbld  that  never  could  be  spent; 

Of  which  some  were  rude  owre,  not  purifido 

Of  Mulcibers  devouring  element ; 

Some  others  were  new  driven,  and  disteht 

Into  great  ingowes  and  to  wedges  square ; 

Some  in  round  plates  withouten  moniment : 

But  most  were  stampt,  and  in  there  metal  bare 

The  Antique  shapes  of  kings  and  Kesars  straung  and  rare. 

Soone  as  he  Guyon  saw,  in  great  afiright  6 

And  haste  he  rose  for  to  remove  aside 

Those  pretious  hils  from  straungers  envious  sight. 

And  downe  them  poured  through  an  hole  full  wide 

Into  the  hollow  earth,  them  there  to  hide : 

But  Guyon,  lightly  to  him  leaping,  stavd 

His  hand  that  trembled  as  one  terrifyde; 

And  though  himselfe  were  at  the  sight  dismay d. 

Yet  him  perforce  restraynd,  and  to  him  doubtfull  sayd ; 

"  What  art  thou,  man,  (if  man  at  all  thou  art,)  7 

That  here  in  desert  hast  thine  habitaunoe. 

And  these  rich  hils  of  welth  doest  hide  apart 

From  the  worldes  eye,  and  from  her  right  usaonoeP" 

Thereat,  with  staring  eyes  fixed  askaunce, 

In  great  disdaine  he  answerd :  "  Hardy  £lfe. 

That  darest  view  my  direful  oountenaunce ! 

I  read  thee  rash  and  heedlesse  of  thyselfe. 

To  trouble  my  still  seate  and  heapes  of  pretious  pelfix 
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**  God  of  the  world  and  worldlinffs  I  me  call,  8 

Great  Mammon,  greatest  god  below  the  skye. 

That  of  my  plenty  ponre  out  imto  all. 

And  unto  none  my  graces  do  envye : 

iRiches,  renowme,  and  principality. 

Honour,  estate,  and  all  this  worldes  good, 

Por  which  men  swinck  and  sweat  incessantly. 

Fro  me  do  flow  into  an  ample  flood. 

And  in  the  hoUow  earth  have  their  etemall  brood. 

"  Wherefore  if  me  thou  deigne  to  serve  and  sew,  0 

At  thy  oommaund  lo !  all  these  mountaines  bee: 

Or  if  to  thy  great  mind,  or  greedy  vew, 

All  these  may  not  suffise,  there  shall  to  thee 

Ten  times  so  much  be  nombred  francke  and  free." 

"  Mammon/'  said  he  "  thy  godheads  vaunt  is  vaine, 

And  idle  offers  of  thy  golden  fee ; 

To  them  that  covet  such  eye-glutting  gaine 

Proffer  thy  giftes,  and  fitter  servaunts  entertcdne. 

"  Me  ill  befits,  that  in  derdoing  armes  10 

And  honours  suit  my  vowed  daies  do  spend, 
Unto  thy  bounteous  baytes  and  pleasing  charmes. 
With  which  weake  men  thou  witchest,  to  attend; 
Begard  of  worldly  mucke  doth  fowly  blend 
And  low  abase  the  high  heroicke  spright. 
That  ioyes  for  crowncs  and  kiugdomes  to  contend : 
Faire  shields,  ^v  steedes,  bright  armes,  be  my  deUght ; 
Hiose  be  the  ncnes  fit  for  an  advent'rous  knight." 

"  Vaine  glorious  Elfe,"  saide  he,  "  doest  not  thou  weet,    11 

That  money  can  thy  wantes  at  will  supply? 

Shields,  steeds,  and  armes,  and  all  things  for  thee  meet, 

It  can  purvay  in  twinckling  of  an  eye ; 

And  crownes  and  kingdomes  to  thee  multiply. 

Do  not  I  kings  create,  and  throw  the  crowne 

Sometimes  to  him  that  low  in  dust  doth  ly. 

And  him  that  raignd  into  his  rowme  thrust  downe ; 

And,  whom  I  lus^  do  heape  with  glory  and  renowneP" 

••  All  otherwise,"  saide  he,  "  I  riches  read,  12 

And  deeme  them  roote  of  all  disquietnesse ; 

First  got  with  guile,  and  then  preserved  with  dread* 

And  after  spent  with  pride  and  lavishnesse, 

Leaving  behind  them  griefe  and  heavinesse : 

Infinite  mischiefes  of  them  doe  arize ; 

Strife  and  debate,  bloodshed  and  bittemesse. 

Outrageous  wrong  and  hellish  covetize ; 

That  noble  heart,  as  great  dishonour,  doth  despize. 
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''  Ne  thine  be  Idngrdomes,  ne  the  scepters  thine ;  13 

But  realmes  and  rulers  thou  doest  both  confound. 

And  loyall  truth  to  treason  doest  incline : 

Witnesse  the  guiltlesse  blood  pourd  oft  on  ground; 

The  crowned  oflen  slaine ;  the  slider  cround ; 

The  sacred  diademe  in  peeces  rent; 

And  purple  robe  gored  with  many  a  wound ; 

Castles  surprizd ;  great  cities  sackt  and  brent : 

So  mak'st  thou  kings,  and  gaynest  wrongfull  goremmentl 

*'Long  were  to  tell  the  troublous  stormes  that  tosse         14 

The  private  state,  and  make  the  life  unsweet : 

Who  swelling  sayles  in  Caspian  sea  doth  crosse, 

And  in  frayle  wood  on  Adrian  gulf  doth  fleet, 

Doth  not,  I  weene,  so  many  evils  meet." 

Then  Mammon  wexing  wroth,  "And  why  then,"  sayd, 

**  Are  mortall  men  so  fond  and  undiscreet 

So  evill  thing  to  seeke  imto  their  avd ; 

And,  having  not,  complaine ;  and,  iaving  it  upbraydP" 

**  Indeed,**  quoth  he,  "  through  fowle  intemperaunce,       lu 

Frayle  men  are  oft  captiv'd  to  covetise : 

But  would  they  thinke  with  how  small  allowaunce 

Untroubled  nature  doth  herselfe  suflSse, 

Such  superfluities  they  would  despise. 

Which  with  sad  cares  empeach  our  native  ioyes. 

At  the  well-head  the  purest  streames  arise ; 

But  mucky  filth  his  braunching  armes  annoyes, 

And  with  uncomely  weedes  the  gentle  wave  accloyes. 

"The  Antique  world,  in  his  first  flowring  youth,  16 

Fownd  no  defect  in  his  Creators  grace : 

But  with  glad  thankes,  and  unreproved  truth. 

The  guiftcs  of  soveraine  boimty  did  embrace : 

like  angels  life  was  then  mens  happy  cace : 

But  later  apes  pride,  like  corn-fed  steed, 

Abusd  her  plenty  and  fat-swolne  encreace 

To  all  licentious  lust,  and  gan  exceed 

The  measure  of  her  meane  and  naturall  first  need. 

**  Then  gan  a  cursed  hand  the  quiet  wombe  17 

Of  his  great  grandmother  with  Steele  to  wound, 

And  the  hid  treasures  in  her  sacred  tombe 

With  sacriledge  to  dip :  therein  he  fownd 

Fountaines  of  gold  and  silver  to  abownd. 

Of  which  the  matter  of  his  huge  desire 

And  pompous  pride  eftsoones  he  did  compownd; 

Then  Avarice  gan  through  his  veines  inspire 

His  greedy  flajoies,  and  kindled  life-devouring  fire." 
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**  Sonne,"  said  lie  then,  "lett  be  thy  bitter  soome,  18 

And  leave  the  rudenesse  of  that  Antique  age 

To  them,  that  Hy'd  therm  in  state  fonome. 

Thou,  that  doest  lire  in  later  times  must  wage 

Thy  workes  for  wealth,  and  life  for  gold  engage. 

If  men  thee  list  my  o£&ed  grace  to  use. 

Take  what  thou  please  of  all  this  surplusage; 

If  thee  list  not,  leare  have  thou  to  refuse : 

But  thing  refused  doe  not  afterward  accuse." 

"  Me  list  not,"  said  the  Elfin  knight,  "reoeave  19 

Thing  ofired,  till  I  know  it  well  be  gott ; 

Ne  wote  I  but  thou  didst  these  goods  bereave 

From  rightfull  owner  by  unrighteous  lott. 

Or  that  blood-guiltinesse  or  guile  them  blott." 

"  Perdy,"  <mo&  he,  "  yet  never  eie  did  vew, 

Ke  tong  did  tell,  ne  hand  these  handled  not ; 

But  safe  I  have  them  kept  in  secret  mew 

From  hevens  sight  and  powre  of  al  which  them  ponrsew." 

"  What  secret  place,"  quoth  he, ''  can  safely  hold  20 

So  huge  a  masse,  and  hide  from  heavens  eie  P 

Or  where  hast  thou  thy  wonne,  that  so  much  gold 

Thou  canst  preserve  from  wrong  and  robbery  P 

"  Come  thou,"  quoth  he,  "  and  see."    So  by  and  by 

Through  that  thick  covert  he  him  led,  and  fownd 

A  darksome  way,  which  no  man  could  descry. 

That  deepe  descended  through  the  hollow  grownd. 

And  was  with  dread  and  horror  compassed  arownd. 

At  length  the^r  came  into  a  larger  space,  21 

That  stretcht  itselfe  into  an  ample  playne; 

Through  which  a  beaten  broad  high  way  did  trace. 

That  streight  did  lead  to  Plutoes  griesly  rayne : 

By  that  wayes  side  there  sate  infemall  Pavne, 

Aiid  fast  bende  him  sate  tumultuous  Stnte ; 

The  one  in  hand  an  yron  whip  did  strayne. 

The  other  brandished  a  bloody  knife ; 

And  both  did  gnash  their  teeth,  and  both  did  threaten  life. 

On  th'  other  side  in  one  eonB6rt  there  sate  23 

Croell  Bevenge,  and  rancorous  Despight, 

Dialoyall  Treason,  and  hart-burning  Hate ; 

But  gnawing  Gealosy,  out  of  their  sigLi 

Sitting  alone,  his  bitter  lips  did  Wht : 

And  trembling  Feare  still  to  and  iro  did  fi^. 

And  found  no  place  wher  safe  he  shroud  him  might: 

I^unenting  Sorrow  did  in  darknes  Ive ; 

And  Shame  hii  ngly  face  did  hide  nam  living  eye. 
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And  over  them  sad  Horror  with  grim  hew  23 

Did  alwaies  sore,  beating  his  yron  winap ; 

And  after  him  owles  and  night-ravens  new, 

The  hatefull  messengers  of  heav^  things, 

Of  death  and  dolor  telling  sad  tidings ; 

Whiles  sad  Celeno,  sitting  on  a  difiJ, 

A  song  of  bale  and  bitter  sorrow  sings, 

That  hart  of  flint  asonder  could  have  ride ; 

Which  having  ended  after  him  she  flyeth  swiffce. 

All  these  before  the  gates  of  Pluto  lay;  24 

By  whom  they  passing  spake  unto  them  nought 

But  th'  Elfin  Knight  with  wonder  all  the  way 

Did  feed  his  eyes,  and  hid  his  inner  thought. 

At  last  him  to  a  little  dore  he  brought, 

That  to  the  gate  of  hell,  which  gaped  wide, 

Was  next  adiovning,  ne  them  parted  ought : 

Betwixt  them  both  was  but  a  httle  stride, 

That  did  the  House  of  Eichesse  from  Hell-mouth  divide. 

Before  the  dore  sat  selfe-consuming  Care,  25 

Day  and  night  keeping  wary  watcn  and  ward, 

For  feare  least  Force  or  Fraud  should  unaware 

Break  in,  and  spoile  the  treasure  there  in  gard : 

Ne  would  he  suffer  Sleepe  once  thetlier-ward 

Approch,  albe  his  drowsy  den  were  next ; 

For  next  to  Death  is  Sleepe  to  be  compard ; 

Therefore  his  house  is  unto  his  annext : 

Here  Sleep,  there  Eichesse,  and  Hel-gate  them  both  betwext. 

So  soon  as  Mammon  there  arrivd,  ihb  dore  26 

To  him  did  open  and  affborded  way: 

Him  followed  eke  Sir  Guyon  evermore, 

Ne  darknesse  him  ne  daunger  might  dismay. 

Soone  as  he  entred  was,  the  dore  streightway 

Did  shutt,  and  from  behind  it  forth  there  lept 

An  ugl^  feend,  more  fowle  then  dismidl  day; 

The  which  with  monstrous  stalke  behind  him  stept, 

And  ever  as  he  went  dew  watch  upon  him  kept 

Well  hoped  hee,  ere  long  that  hardy  guest,  27 

If  ever  covetous  hand,  or  lustfull  e^e. 

Or  hps  he  layd  on  thiug  that  likt  mm  best. 

Or  ever  sleepe  his  eie-strings  did  unt^e. 

Should  be  his  pray:  and  therefore  still  on  hye 

He  over  him  did  bold  his  cruell  clawes, 

Threatnin^  with  greedy  gripe  to  doe  him  dye, 

And  rend  m  peeces  with  his  ravenous  pawes, 

If  ever  he  transgrest  the  £sktall  Stygian  lawes. 
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That  houses  forme  within  was  rade  and  strong,  28 

lorke  an  huge  cave  hewne  out  of  rocky  clifle, 

From  whose  rough  yaut  the  ragged  br^ches  hong 

Embost  with  massy  gold  of  glorious  guifte. 

And  with  rich  metalT  loaded  every  rirte, 

That  heavy  mine  they  did  seeme  to  threatt : 

And  over  them  Aradme  high  did  lifte 

Her  cunning  web,  and  spred  her  subtile  nett. 

Enwrapped  m  fowle  smoke  and  clouds  morefilaok  than  iett. 

Both  roofe,  and  floore,  and  walls,  were  all  of  gold,  29 

But  over^wne  with  dust  and  old  decav. 

And  hid  m  darknes,  that  none  could  behold 

Hie  hew  thereof;  for  vew  of  cherefull  day 

Did  never  in  that  house  itselfe  display, 

But  a  faint  shadow  of  uncertein  light; 

Such  as  a  lamp,  whose  life  does  fade  away; 

Or  as  the  moone,  doathed  with  dowdy  night. 

Does  shew  to  him  that  walk^  in  feare  and  sad  affiright. 

In  all  that  rowme  was  nothing  to  be  seene  90 

But  huffe  cpeat  yron  chests,  and  coffers  strong, 

AD  bara  with  double  bends,  that  none  could  weene 

Them  to  enforce  by  violence  or  wrong ; 

On  every  side  they  placed  were  along. 

But  all  the  grownd  with  sculs  was  scattered 

And  dead  mens  bones,  which  round  about  were  flong ; 

Whose  lives,  it  seemed,  whilome  there  were  shed. 

And  their  vile  carcases  now  left  unburied. 

They  forward  passe ;  ne  Ghiyon  yet  spoke  word,  SI 

Till  that  they  came  unto  an  yron  dore, 

"Which  to  them  opened  of  his  owne  accord. 

And  shewd  of  richesse  such  exceeding  store. 

As  eie  of  man  did  never  see  before, 

Ne  ever  could  within  one  ^lace  be  fownd, 

Ihoudi  all  the  wealth,  which  is  or  was  of  yore, 

Could  gatherd  be  throu«^h  all  the  world  arownd. 

And  that  above  were  added  to  that  under  grownd. 

The  charge  thereof  unto  a  covetous  spright  82 

Gommaunded  was,  who  thereby  did  attend, 
And  warily  awaited  day  and  night. 
From  other  covetous  feends  it  to  defend. 
Who  it  to  rob  and  ransacke  did  intend. 
Then  Mammon,  turning  to  that  warriour,  said; 
"  Loe,  here  the  worldes  t)lis !  loe,  here  the  end 
To  which  al  men  do  ayme,  rich  to  be  made ! 
Such  grace  now  to  be  happy  is  before  thee  hud.** 
o  2 
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"  CertcB,"  gayd  he, "  I  n'ill  thine  ofifred  grace,  33 

Ne  to  be  made  so  happy  doe  intend ! 

Another  blis  before  mine  eyes  I  place. 

Another  happines,  another  end. 

To  them,  that  list,  these  base  regardes  I  lend : 

But  I  in  armes,  and  in  atchievements  braye, 

Do  rather  choose  my  flitting  honres  to  spend. 

And  to  be  lord  jof  those  that  riches  hare, 

Then  them  to  fave  my  selfe,  and  be  their  servile  sdave.** 

Thereat  the  feend  his  gnashing  teeth  did  grate,  84 

And  griey'd,  so  long  to  lacke  his  greedie  pray ; 

For  well  he  weened  that  so  glaridns  bayte 

Would  tempt  his  guest  to  ta&e  thereof  assay : 

Had  he  so  doen,  he  had  him  snatcht  away. 

More  light  than  culver  in  the  faulcons  fist : 

EtemallGod  thee  save  from  such  decay ! 

But,  whenas  Mammon  saw  his  purpose  mist, 

Him  to  entrap  unwares  anothe;  way  he  wist. 

Thence,  forward  he  him  ledd,  and  shortly  brought  35 

Unto  another  rowme,  whose  dore  forthright 

To  him  did  open  as  it  had  beene  taught : 

Therein  an  hundred  raunges  weren  pi^ht, 

And  hundred  foumaces  all  burning  onsht: 

By  every  foumace  many  feends  did  byde. 

Deformed  creatures,  horrible  in  sight; 

And  every  feend  his  busie  paines  applyde 

To  melt  tne  golden  metall,  ready  to  be  tryde. 

One  with  great  bellowes  gathered  filling  ayre,  86 

And  with  forst  wind  the  iewell  did  infiune ; 

Another  did  the  dying  bronds  repayre 

With  yron  tongs,  and  sprincklea  ofte  the  same 

With  liquid  waves,  fiers  Yuloans  nu^e  to  tame. 

Who,  maystring  them,  renewd  his  former  heat : 

Some  scumd  the  drosse  that  from  the  metall  came ; 

Some  stird  the  molten  owre  with  ladles  great : 

And  every  one  did  swinoke,  and  every  one  did  sweat. 

Bat,  when  an  earthly  wight  they  present  saw,  37 

Glistnng  in  armes  and  battailous  aray. 

From  tl^  whot  work  they  did  themselves  withdraw 

To  wonder  at  the  sight ;  for,  till  that  day. 

They  never  creature  ,8aw  that  cam  that  way : 

Their  staring  ^es  sparckling  with  fervent  fyn 

And  ugly  shapes  did  nigh  the  man  dismay, 

That,  were  it  not  for  shame,  he  would  retyre ; 

Till  that  him  thus  bespake  thair  soreraine  loord  and  «yrat 
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"  BelM^d,  thoa  Faeries  sonne,  with  mortall  eye,  38 

That  liying  eye  before  did  never  see  I 

The  thing,  that  thou  didst  crave  so  eamestlj. 

To  weet  whence  all  the  wealth  late  ^wd  by  mee 

Proceeded,  lo !  now  is  reveald  to  thee. 

Here  is  the  fountaine  of  the  worldes  ffood ! 

Now  therefore,  if  thou  wilt  enriched  oee, 

Aviso  thte  well,  and  chaonge  thy  wilful  mood : 

Least  thou  perhaps  hereafter  wish,  and  be  withstood." 

**  SufBse  it  then,  thou  money-god,"  quoth  he^  39 

'*  That  all  thine  ydle  offers  I  refuse. 

All  that  I  need  I  have ;  what  needeth  mee 

To  covet  more  then  I  have  cause  to  use? 

With  such  vaine  shewes  thy  woridlinges  vrle  abuse : 

But  give  me  leave  to  follow  mine  emprise. 

Manmion  was  much  displeasd,  yet  no'te  he  chuse 

But  beare  the  rigour  of  nis  bold  meerprise : 

And  thence  him  forward  ledd,  him  further  to  entise. 

He  brought  him,  through  a  darksom  narrow  strayt,        40 

To  a  broad  gate  all  built  of  beaten  ffold : 

The  gate  was  open ;  but  therein  did  wayt 

A  stmrdie  villein,  sdryding  stiffe  and  bold. 

As  if  the  Highest  €rod  defy  he  would : 

In  his  ri^ht  nand  an  yron  dub  he  held. 

But  he  lumselfe  was  all  of  golden  mould, 

Tet  had  both  life  and  sence,  and  well  could  weld 

That  cursed  weapon^  when  his  orueU  foes  he  queld. 

Disdayne  he  called  was,  and  did  disdimie  41 

To  be  so  cald,  and  who  so  did  him  call: 

Sterne  was  his  looke,  and  fidl  of  stomacke  vayne ; 

His  portaunce  terrible,  and  stature  tall. 

Far  passing  th'  hight  of  men  terrestriall ; 

Like  an  huge  gyant  of  the  Titans  race ; 

That  made  Dim  scome  all  creatures  great  and  small. 

And  wiUi  his  pride  all  others  powre  deface : 

More  fitt  emonst  black  fiendes  then  men  to  have  his  place. 

Soone  as  those  glitterand  armes  he  did  espve,  42 

That  with  their  orightnesse  made  that  darknes  lights 

His  harmefull  club  ne  gan  to  hurtle  hye. 

And  threaten  batteill  to  the  Faery  knight ; 

Who  likewise  am  himselfe  to  batteill  cught, 

TSi  Mammon  did  his  hasty  hand  withhold. 

And  connseld  him  abstaine  from  perilous  fight  i 

For  nothing  might  abash  the  villein  bold, 

Ne  mortall  steek  emperce  his  miscreated  mould. 
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So  having  him  with  reason  pacifjde,  43 

And  that  fiers  carle  commaunding  to  forbeare, 

He  brought  him  in.    The  rowme  was  large  and  wyde^ 

As  it  some  gyeld  or  solemne  temple  weare ; 

Manj  great  golden  piUours  did  upbeare 

The  massy  roofe,  and  riches  huge  sustayne ; 

ibid  every  pillour  decked  was  full  deare 

With  crownes,  and  diademes,  and  titles  vaine, 

Which  mortall  princes  wore  whiles  they  on  earth  did  rayne. 

A  route  of  people  there  assembled  w«re,  44 

Of  every  sort  and  nation  under  skye, 

Which  with  great  uprore  preaced  to  draw  nere 

To  th*  upper  part,  where  was  advaunced  hye 

A  stately  siege  of  soveraine  maiestye ; 

And  thereon  satt  a  woman  gorgeous  gay, 

And  richly  cladd  in  robes  of  royalty e, 

That  never  earthly  prince  in  such  aray 

His  glory  did  enhaunce,  and  pompous  pryde  display. 

Her  face  right  wondrous  faire  did  seeme  to  bee,  45 

That  her  broad  beauties  beam  great  bri^htnes  threw 

Through  the  dim  shade,  that  au  men  might  it  see; 

Yet  was  not  that  same  her  owne  native  hew, 

But  wrought  by  art  and  counterfetted  shew, 

Thereby  more  lovers  unto  her  to  call ; 

Nathlesse  most  hevenly  faire  in  deed  and  vew 

She  by  creation  was,  till  she  did  fall ; 

Thenceforth  she  sought  for  helps  to  cloke  her  crime  withall. 

There,  as  in  glistring  glory  she  did  sitt,  46 

She  held  a  great  gold  chame  ylincked  well. 

Whose  upper  ena  to  highest  heven  was  knitt, 

And  lower  part  did  reach  to  lowest  hell ; 

And  all  that  preace  did  rownd  about  her  swell 

To  catchen  hold  of  that  long  chaine,  thereby 

To  climbe  aloft,  and  others  to  excell : 

That  was  Ambition,  rash  desire  to  sty. 

And  every  linck  thereof  a  step  of  dignity. 

Some  thought  to  raise  themselves  to  high  degree  47 

By  riches  and  unrighteous  reward ; 

Some  by  close  shomdring ;  some  by  flatteree ; 

Others  through  friendes ;  others  for  base  regard ; 

And  all,  by  wrong  waies,  for  themselves  prepard : 

Those,  that  were  up  themselves,  kept  others  low ; 

Those,  that  Mere  low  themselves,  held  others  hard, 

Ne  suffred  them  to  ryse  or  greater  grow ; 

But  every  one  did  strive  his  fellow  downe  to  throw. 
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Wliich  wlienas  Gnyon  saw,  he  gan  inquire,  48 

What  meant  that  preaoe  about  that  hulies  throne, 

And  what  she  was  that  did  so  high  aspyreP 

TTim  Mammon  answered ;  '*  That  goodly  one, 

Whom  aU  that  folke  with  such  contention 

Doe  flock  about,  m^  deare,  my  daughter  is : 

Honour  and  dignitie  from  her  alone 

Derived  are,  and  all  this  worldes  blis, 

For  which  ye  men  doe  strive ;  few  gett,  but  many  mis : 

"  And  fayre  Philotim^  she  rightly  hight,  49 

The  fairest  wiffht  that  wonneth  under  skie. 

But  that  this  oarksom  neather  world  her  light 

Doth  dim  with  horror  and  deformity, 

Worthie  of  heven  and  hye  felicitie, 

From  whence  the  gods  have  her  for  envy  thrust : 

But,  sith  thou  hast  found  favour  in  mine  eye, 

Thy  spouse  I  will  her  make,  if  that  thou  lust ; 

That  She  may  thee  advance  for  works  and  merits  iust. 

"  Gramercy,  Manmion,"  said  the  gentle  knight,  60 

"  For  so  great  grace  and  offred  high  estate ; 

But  I,  that  am  fraile  flesh  and  earthly  wight. 

Unworthy  match  for  such  immor tall  mate 

Myselfe  well  wote,  and  mine  unequall  fate : 

And  were  I  not,  yet  is  my  trouth  yplight. 

And  love  avowd  to  other  lady  late, 

That  to  remove  the  same  I  have  no  might : 

To  chaunge  love  causelesse  is  jeproch  to  warlike  knight/* 

Mammon  emmoved  was  with  inward  wrath ;  61 

Yet,  forcing  it  to  fayne,  him  forth  thence  ledd. 

Through  griesly  shadowes  by  a  beaten  path. 

Into  a  gardin  goodly  garnished 

With  hearbs  and  fruits,  whose  kinds  mote  not  be  redd : 

Not  such  as  earth  out  of  her  fruitfull  woomb, 

Throwes  forth  to  men,  sweet  and  well  savored, 

But  direful!  deadly  black,  both  leafe  and  bloom, 

Fitt  to  adome  the  dead  and  deck  the  drery  toombe. 

There  moumfull  cypresse  grew  in  greatest  store ;  62 

And  trees  of  bitter  gall ;  and  heben  sad ; 

Dead  sleeping  poppy ;  and  black  hellebore ; 

Cold  coloquintida ;  andtetramad; 

Mortall  sanmitis ;  and  cicuta  bad. 

With  which  th*  imiust  Atheniens  made  to  dy 

Wise  Socrates,  who,  thereof  quaffing  glad, 

Pourd  out  his  life  and  last  phuosophy 

To  the  fayre  Critias,  his  dearest  belamy  I 
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Tlie  ^pardin  of  Proe^rpinA  tills  hight:  53 

And  m  the  midst  thereof  a  silrer  seat. 

With  a  thick  arber  goodlj  orer  dioht. 

In  which  she  often  osd  mnn  <q^en  neat 

Herselfe  to  shroud,  and  pleasures  to  entreat: 

Next  therennto  did  grow  a  goodly  tree, 

With  braonches  broad  dispredd  and  body  great, 

dodied  with  leaves,  that  none  the  wood  mote  see. 

And  loaden  all  with  froit  as  thick  as  it  might  bee. 

Their  firmt  were  golden  apples  glistring  bri|^  54 

That  goodh'  was  their  glory  to  behold ; 

On  earth  like  never  grew,  ne  Hving  wight 

like  ever  saw,  but  they  from  hence  were  sold ; 

For  those,  which  Hercnles  with  conquest  bold 

Qot  from  great  Atlas  dau^ters,  hence  b^^an. 

And  planted  there  did  bnng  forth  froit  ofgold ; 

And  those,  with  which  th'  Enboean  vonng  man  wan 

Swift  Atalanta,  when  tlurongh  enii  he  her  out-ian. 

Here  also  sprong  that  goodly  gdden  froit,  55 

With  which  Acontins  got  his  lover  ixew. 

Whom  he  had  long  time  sought  with  froitlesse  suit: 

Here  eke  that  fiunons  golden  apple  grew, 

The  which  emongst  the  ^^ods  false  Ate  threw; 

For  which  tii'  Idie»n  ladies  disagreed, 

inilpartiall  Fftris  dempt  it  Venus  dew. 

And  had  of  her  fiiyre  Helen  for  his  meed. 

That  many  noble  Gieekes  and  Troians  made  to  bleed. 

The  warlike  Elfe  much  wondred  at  this  tree,  56 

So  fayre  and  great,  that  shadowed  aU  the  ground ; 

And  nis  broad  braunehes  laden  with  rich  tee. 

Did  stretch  themselyes  without  the  utmost  bound 

Of  this  great  gardin,  compast  with  a  mound : 

Which  over-hanging,  thev  themselves  did  steepe 

In  a  blacke  flooct  wmch  flow'd  about  it  round ; 

Hiat  is  the  river  of  Cocvtus  deepe. 

In  which  full  many  soules  do  enidlesse  wayle  and  weepe. 

Which  to  behold  he  domb  up  to  the  bancke:  57 

And,  looking  downe,  saw  many  damned  wightes 

In  those  sad  waves,  which  direfuU  deadly  stancke, 

Plonged  continually  of  croell  sprighte^ 

That  with  their  piteous  cryes,  and  yeUmg  shrightes. 

They  made  the  ntrther  shore  resounden  wide : 

Emongst  the  rest  of  those  same  ruefcQl  sightes* 

One  cursed  creature  he  by  chaunoe  espide, 

That  drenched  lay  fbll  deepe  under  die  gardoi  side. 
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Beepe  was  he  drenched  to  the  upmost  chin*  58 

Yet  gaped  still  aa  coreting  to  dnnke 

Of  the  cold  liquor  which  he  waded  in ; 

And,  atretehing  forth  his  hand,  did  often  thinke 

To  reach  the  miit  which  grew  upon  the  brinoke ; 

Sat  both  the  fruit  from  hand,  and  flood  from  mouth, 

Did  fly  abacke,  and  made  him  vainely  swincke ; 

Hie  whiles  he  sterv'd  with  hunger,  and  with  diouth 

He  daily  dyde>  yet  never  throughly  dyen  couth. 

The  knight,  him  seeing  labour  so  in  yaine,  59 

Askt  who  he  was,  and  what  he  meant  thereby  ? 

Who,  groning  deepe,  thus  answerd  him  againe ; 

"  Most  cursed  of  all  creatures  under  skye, 

liO  Tantalus,  I  here  tormented  lye ! 

Of  whom  high  love  wont  whylome  feasted  bee ; 

liO,  here  I  now  for  want  of  food  doe  dye  I 

But,  if  that  Ihou  be  sudi  as  I  thee  see, 

Of  grace  I  pray  thee  give  to  eat  and  drinke  to  mee  I" 

"  Nay.  nay,  thou  greedy  Tantalus/'  quoth  he,  60 

"  Abide  the  fortune  of  thy  present  fate ; 

And,  unto  all  that  live  in  high  degree, 

Ensample  be  of  mind  intemperate, 

To  tescb.  them  how  to  use  thenr  present  state.** 

Then  ^;an  the  cursed  wretch  alowd  to  cry. 

Accusing  highest  love  and  gods  ingrate  $ 

And  eke  blaspheming  heaven  bitterly, 

As  aothor  of  uniustioe,  there  to  let  him  dye. 

He  lookt  a  litle  further,  and  esnyde  61 

Another  wretch,  whose  carcas  aeepe  was  drent 

Wttfain  Ihe  river  which  the  same  aid  hyde : 

But  both  his  handes  most  filthy  feculent. 

Above  the  water  were  on  high  extent. 

And  faynd  to  wash  themselves  incessantly, 

Tet  nothing  cleaner  were  for  such^intent. 

But  rather  fowler  seemed  to  the  eye ; 

So  lost  his  labour  vaine  and  ydle  industry. 

Hie  knight,  him  calling,  asked  who  he  was  P  62 

Who,  li&ng  np  his  head,  him  answerd  thus ; 

"I  Hlate  am,  the &lsest  iudge,  alas ! 

And  most  nniust ;  that,  by  unrighteous 

And  wicked  doome,  to  lewes  despiteous 

Delivered  up  the  Lord  of  life  to  dye. 

And  did  aoqoite  a  murdrer  fdonous ; 

The  whiles  my  handes  I  washt  in  purity,       .     .     „ 

The  whiles  xny  soule  was  soyld  with  £o(wle  iiiiq:uity. 

Digitized  by  CjOOQIC 


202  THB  FABBUI  QVXSKS. 

Infinite  moe  tormented  in  like  paine  63 

He  there  beheld,  too  long  here  to  be  told : 

Ne  Mammon  would  there  let  him  long  remayne, 

For  terrour  of  the  tortures  manifold, 

In  which  the  damned  soules  he  did  behold. 

But  roughly  him  bespake :  "  Thou  fearefull  foole» 

Why  takest  not  of  that  same  fruite  of  gold  P 

Ne  sittest  downe  on  that  same  silver  stoole. 

To  rest  thy  weary  person  in  the  shadow  oooleP** 

All  which  he  did  to  do  him  deadly  fall  Gl 

In  frayle  intemjperaunce  through  sinfull  bayt ; 

To  which  if  he  mclyned  had  at  all, 

That  dreadfull  feend.  which  did  behinde  him  wayt. 

Would  him  have  rent  in  thousand  peeces  strayt : 

But  he  was  wary  wise  in  all  his  wa^. 

And  wel  perceived  his  deoeitfiill  sleight, 

Ne  suffred  lust  his  safety  to  betray : 

So  goodly  did  beguile  the  guyler  of  his  pray. 

And  now  he  has  so  long  remained  theare,  63 

That  vitall  powres  gan  wexe  both  weidce  and  wan 

For  want  of  food  and  sleepe,  which  two  upbeare, 

Like  mightie  pillours,  this  frayle  life  of  man, 

That  none  without  the  same  enduren  can : 

For  now  three  daves  of  men  were  full  outwrought, 

Since  he  this  hardy  enterprize  began : 

Forthr  great  Mammon  fayrelv  he  besought 

Into  the  world  to  guyde  mm  backe,  as  he  him  brought. 

The  god,  though  loth,  yet  was  constrajiid  t'  obay ;  66 

For  lenger  time,  then  Uiat,  no  living  wight 

Below  the  earth  might  suffred  be  to  stay : 

So  backe  againe  him  brought  to  living  light 

But  all  so  soone  as  his  enieebled  spright 

Gkm  sucke  this  vitall  ayre  into  his  brest, 

As  overcome  with  tco  exceeding  might. 

The  life  did  flit  away  out  of  her  nest, 

And  all  his  sences  were  with  deadly  fit  opprest 
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Sir  Gnyon^layd  io  swowne,  if  bgr 

Aerates  sonnes  despoyld ; 
Whom  Arthare  soone  bath  reekewed. 

And  Paynim  brethren  foyld. 

Akb  ifl  there  care  in  heaven  P    And  is  there  love  1 

In  heavenly  spirits  to  these  creatures  bace, 

That  may  compassion  of  their  evils  move  P 

There  is : — else  much  more  wretched  were  the  cace 

Of  men  then  beasts :  but  O !  th*  exceeding  grace 

Of  highest  Grod,  that  loves  his  creatures  so, 

And  all  his  workes  with  mercy  doth  embrace, 

That  blessed  angels  he  sends  to  and  fro, 

To  serve  to  wicked  man,  to  serve  his  wicked  foe ! 

How  oft  do  they  their  silver  bowers  leave  2 

To  come  to  succour  us  that  succour  want  I 

How  oft  do  they  with  golden  pineons  cleave 

The  flitting  skyes,  like  flying  pursuivant, 

Against  fowle  feendes  to  ayd  us  militant! 

Th€nr  for  us  fight,  they  watch  and  dewly  ward, 

And  their  bright  squadrons  round  about  us  plant; 

And  all  for  love  and  nothing  for  reward : 

O,  why  should  Hevenly  God  to  men  have  such  regard ! 

During  the  while  that  Guyon  did  abide  3 

In  M^mons  house,  the  palmer,  whom  whyleare 

I^t  wanton  mayd  of  passage  had  denide. 

By  further  searcn  had  passage  found  elsewhere ; 

And,  being  on  his  way,  approached  neare 

Where  Guyon  lay  in  traunce ;  when  suddeinly 

He  heard  a  voyce  that  called  lowd  and  cleare, 

"  Come  hether,  come  hether.  O I  come  hastily  I" 

That  all  the  fields  resounded  with  the  rueful!  cry. 

The  palmer  lent  his  eare  unto  the  noyce,  4 

To  weet  who  called  so  imp6rtunely : 

Ai^faine  he  heard  a  more  efforced  voyce. 

That  bad  him  come  in  haste :  he  by  and  by 

His  feeble  feet  directed  to  the  cry  j 

Which  to  that  shady  delve  him  brought  at  last, 

Where  Mammon  earst  did  sunne  his  threasury: 

There  the  good  Guyon  he  found  slumbring  fast 

In  senceles  dreame ;  which  sight  at  first  mm  sore  aghast. 
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Beside  his  liead  there  satt  a  faire  young  man, 
Of  wondrous  beauty  and  of  freshest  veares, 
Whose  tender  bud  to  blossome  new  began, 
And  florish  faire  above  his  equall  peares: 
His  snowy  front,  curled  with  golden  heares, 
Like  Phoebus  face  adomd  with  sunny  rayes, 
Divinely  shone ;  and  two  sharpe  winged  sheares, 
Decked  with  diverse  plumes,  like  painted  jayes, 
Were  fixed  at  his  bacicq  to  cut  his  ayery  wayes. 

Like  as  Cupido  on  Idsan  hill. 

When  having  laid  his  cruell  bow  away 

And  mortidl  arrowes,  wherewith  he  doth  fill 

The  world  with  murdrous  spoiles  and  bloody  pray. 

With  his  faire  mother  he  him  dights  to  play. 

And  with  his  goodly  sisters,  Graces  three ; 

The  goddesse,  pleased  with  his  wanton  play. 

Suffers  herselfe  through  sleepe  beguild  to  bee, 

The  whiles  ^e  other  kdies  mind  theyr  mery  glee. 

Whom  when  the  palmer  saw,  abasht  he  was 

Through  fear  and  wonder,  that  he  nought  could  say. 

Till  him  ^e  childe  bespoke ;  "  Long  lackt,  alas, 

Hath  bene  thy  faithfull  aide  in  hard  assay  I 

Whiles  deadly  fitt  thy  pupill  doth  dismajr, 

Behold  this  heavy  sight,  thou  reverend  sure ! 

But  dread  of  death  and  dolor  doe  away ; 

For  life  ere  long  shall  to  h»  home  retire, 

And  he  that  breathleese  seems  shal  corage  bold  respire. 

"  The  charge,  which  Qod  doth  unto  me  arrett, 

Of  his  deare  safety  I  to  thee  commend ; 

Yet  will  I  not  forgoe,  ne  yet  forgett 

The  care  thereof  myselfe  unto  the  end. 

But  evermore  him  succour,  and  defend 

Against  his  foe  and  mine :  watch  thou,  I  pray; 

For  evill  is  at  hand  him  to  offend." 

So  having  said,  eftsoones  he  gan  display 

His  painted  nimble  wings,  and  vaniaht  quite  away. 

The  palmer  seeing  his  lefte  empty  place. 
And  nis  slow  eies  beguiled  of  their  sight, 
Woxe  sore  afraid,  and  standing  still  a  space 
Gaz'd  after  him,  as  fowle  escapt  by  flight : 
At  last,  him  turning  to  his  charge  behight. 
With  trembling  hand  his  troubled  pulse  gan  try; 
Where  finding  life  not  yet  dislodged  quight. 
He  much  reioyst,  and  courd  it  tenderly. 
As  chicken  newly  hacht,  from  dreaded  destiny. 
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At  last  he  spide  where  towardfl  liiin  did  pace  10 

Two  Pajnim  knights  al  armd  as  bright  as  side, 

And  them  beside  an  aged  sire  did  trace, 

And  far  before  a  licht-foote  pa^  did  die, 

That  breathed  strife  and  troublous  enmitie. 

Those  were  the  two  sonnes  of  Aerates  old, 

"Who,  meeting  earst  with  Archimago  slie 

Foreby  that  Idle  Strond,  of  him  were  told 

That  he,  which  earst  them  combatted,  was  Gruyon  bold. 

Which  to  avenge  on  him  they  dearly  vowd,  11 

Whereever  that  on  ground  they  mote  him  find: 

False  Archima^e  provokt  their  corage  prowd, 

And  strjrful  Atm  m  their  stubbome  mind 

Coles  of  contention  and  whot  vengeaunce  tind. 

Now  bene  they  come  whereas  the  palmer  sate» 

Keeping  that  slombred  oorse  to  him  assind: 

Well  knew  tiiey  both  his  person,  sith  of  late 

With  him  in  bloody  armes  they  rashly  did  debate. 

Whom  when  Pyrochles  saw,  inflam'd  with  rage  12 

That  sire  he  fowl  bespake;  "  Thou  dotard  vile, 

That  with  thy  brutenesse  shendst  thy  comely  age, 

Abandon  soone,  I  read,  the  caytive  spoile 

Of  that  same  outcast  carcas,  that  erewhile 

Made  itselfe  famous  through  false  trechery. 

And  crownd  his  coward  crest  with  knightly  stile; 

Loe !  where  he  now  inglorious  doth  lye, 

To  proove  he  Hved  il,  that  did  thus  fowly  dye." 

To  whom  the  palmer  fearleese  answered;  18 

"  Certes,  sir  knight,  ye  bene  too  much  to  blame, 

Thus  for  to  blott  the  h<mor  of  the  dead. 

And  with  fowle  cowardize  his  carcas  shame 

Whose  living  handes  immortalizd  his  name. 

Yile  is  the  vengeaunce  on  the  ashes  cold; 

And  envy  base  to  barke  at  sleeping  fame: 

Was  never  wight  that  treason  of  hmi  told ; 

Yourselfe  his  prowesse  prov'd,  and  found  him  fiers  and  bold." 

Hien  sayd  Cymochles;  "Palmer,  thou  doest  dote,  14 

Ne  canst  of  prowesse  ne  of  knighthood  deeme, 

Save  as  thou  seest  or  hearst:  but  well  I  wote. 

That  of  k  B  puissaunce  tnrall  made  extreme: 

Yet  gold  all  is  not  that  doth  golden  seeme; 

Ke  al  good  knights  that  shake  well  speare  and  shield: 

The  worth  of  all  men  l^  their  end  esteeme; 

And  then  dew  praise  or  dew  reproch  them  yield: 

Bad  therefore  1  him  deeme  that  thus  lies  dead  on  field.** 
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"  Grood  or  bad,"  gan  liifl  brother  fiers  reply,  15 

"  What  do  I  recke,  sith  that  he  dide  entire  P 

Or  what  doth  his  bad  death  now  satisfy 

The  greedy  hunger  of  revenging  yre, 

Sith  wrathfiill  hand  wrought  not  ner  owne  desire  P 

Yet,  since  no  way  is  lefle  to  wreake  my  spight, 

I  wdl  him  reave  of  armes,  the  victors  hire, 

And  of  that  shield,  more  worthy  of  good  knight: 

For  why  should  a  dead  dog  be  deckt  in  armour  bright  P" 

"  Fa3rr  sir,"  said  then  the  palmer  suppliaunt,  16 

"  For  knighthoods  love  doe  not  so  fowle  a  deed, 

Ne  blame  your  honor  with  so  shamefull  vaunt 

Of  vile  revenge:  to  spoile  the  dead  of  weed 

Is  sacrilege,  and  doth  all  sinnes  exceed: 

But  leave  these  relicks  of  his  living  might 

To  decke  his  herce,  and  trap  his  tomb-Blacke  steed." 

"  What  herce  or  steed,"  said  he,  "  should  he  have  dight, 

But  be  entombed  in  the  raven  or  the  kightP" 

With  that,  rude  hand  upon  his  shield  he  laid,  17 

And  th'  other  brother  gan  his  helme  unlace; 

Both  fiercely  bent  to  have  him  disaraid : 

Till  that  they  soyde  where  towards  them  did  pace 

An  armed  kniffiit,  of  bold  and  bounteous  grace, 

Whose  squire  bore  after  him  an  heben  launce 

And  coverd  shield:  well  kend  him  so  far  space 

Th*  enchaunter  by  his  armes  and  amenaunce. 

When  under  him  he  saw  his  I^bian  steed  to  praunce ; 

And  to  those  brethren  sayd ;  **  Bise,  rise  bylive,  18 

And  unto  batteil  doe  yourselves  addresse; 

For  yonder  comes  the  prowest  knigbt  alive. 

Prince  Arthur,  flowre  of  grace  and  nobilesse, 

That  hath  to  Paynim  knights  wrought  gret  distresse, 

And  thousand  Sar'zins  fowly  donne  to  dye." 

That  word  so  deepe  did  in  their  harts  impresse, 

That  both  eftsoones  upstarted  furiously, 

And  gan  themselves  prepare  to  batteill  greedily. 

But  fiers  IVrochles,  lacking  his  owne  sword,  19 

The  want  thereof  now  greatl^y  gan  to  plaine, 

And  Archimage  besought,  him  that  afford 

Which  he  had  brought  for  Braggadochio  vaine. 

"  So  would  I,"  said  th*  enchaunter,  "  gl^  <^d  faino 

Beteeme  to  you  this  sword,  you  to  derend. 

Or  ought  that  els  your  honour  might  maintaine; 

But  that  this  weapons  powre  I  well  have  kend 

To  be  contr&iy  to  the  worke  whidi  ve  intend: 
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^je  ever  will  it  breake,  ne  ev^r  he^nA  ' 
yiierefore  ^or(^rf«r/it  riffhfftillt  •  'i  •  ,. 

Then,  timing  toth^SI^.^T*'****'*^*''* ^»^«- 

In  whose  <ieadWi.^^j**"^*^dlye'  . 

jace  he  redd  great  magnanimity. 

^i%S^^s&l«^«'i"BfrerendByre,  24 

Or  did  he  fell  Cti*Zi^**'if'^^^'o 

"  Not  one,  nor  otl^'^Ji'*!*""  I'"«J'*-" 
"  Hafh  him  S&lnr'  t,*?^^  ^''f  P^f°^  grave, 
Awhile  ChMvl^'  ,^^*  cloudea  of  d«»aiy  night 

And  all  hi  bS^^*'"'*  T^'i^  ^^e^ 

"*°**"  drowned  in  deep  aencelesae  ware* 
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*'  Whicli  those  his  cmell  foes,  that  stand  hereby,  25 

Making  adrantage,  to  rerenge  their  spight, 

Would  him  disarme  and  treaten  ghametully; 

Unworthie  usag^e  of  redoubted  knight ! 

But  you,  faire  sir,  whose  honourable  sight 

Doth  promise  hope  of  helpe  and  timely  grace. 

Mote  I  beseech  to  succour  his  sad  plight. 

And  by  your  powre  protect  his  feeble  cace ! 

First  prayse  of  knighthood  is,  fowle  outrage  to  deface.** 

"  Palmer,*'  said  he,  "  no  knight  so  rude,  I  weene,  26 

As  to  doen  outrage  to  a  sleeping  ghost: 

Ne  was  there  ever  noble  corage  scene. 

That  in  advauntage  would^is  puissaunoe  host : 

Honour  is  least,  where  oddes  appeareth  most. 

May  bee,  that  better  reason  will  aswage 

The  rash  revengers  heat.    Words,  well  dispost. 

Have  secrete  powre  t*  appease  inflamed  rage: 

If  not,  leave  unto  me  thy  knights  hist  patronage." 

Tho,  turning  to  those  brethren,  thus  bespoke ;  27 

"  Ye  warlike  payre,  whose  valorous  great  might. 

It  seemes,  iust  wronges  to  vengeaunce  doe  provoke, 

To  wreake  your  wrath  on  this  dead-seeming  knight, 

Mote  ought  allay  the  storme  of  your  despight, 

And  settle  patience  in  so  furious  heat  P 

Not  to  debate  the  chalenge  of  your  right, 

But  for  his  carkas  pardon  I  entreat, 

Whom  fortune  hath  already  laid  in  lowest  seat." 

To  whom  Cymochles  said :  "  For  what  art  thou,  28 

That  mak'st  thyselfe  his  dayes-man,  to  prolong 

The  vengeaunce  prestP    Or  who  shall  let  me  now 

On  this  vile  body  from  to  wreak  my  wrong, 

And  make  his  carkas  as  the  outcast  dongP 

Why  should  not  that  dead  carrion  satislye 

The  guilt,  which,  if  he  lived  had  thus  long, 

£[is  fife  for  dew  revenge  should  deare  abyeP 

The  trespass  still  doth  live,  albee  the  person  dye.** 

**  Indeed,"  then  said  the  prince,  '*  the  evill  donna  29 

Dyes  not,  when  breath  the  body  first  doth  leave ; 

But  from  the  grandsyre  to  the  nephewes  sonne 

And  all  his  seede  the  curse  doth  often  cleave. 

Till  vengeaunce  utterly  the  guilt  bereave: 

So  streightly  Grod  doth  iudge.    But  gentle  knight. 

That  doth  against  the  dead  nis  hand  upreare. 

His  honour  staines  with  rancour  and  despight, 

And  great  disparagment  makes  to  his  former  mighi.** 
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^froohlefl  gan.  reply  the  second  tjme,  ^ 

And  to  Hm  said ;     Now,  felon,  sure  I  read, 

How  that  thou  art  partaker  of  his  cryme : 

Therefore  bv  Termagaunt  thou  shalt  be  dead.** 

With  that,  his  hand,  more  sad  than  lomp  of  lead. 

Uplifting  high«  he  weened  with  Morddure, 

His  owne  good  sword  Morddure,  to  cleave  his  head. 

The  faithfull  Steele  such  treason  no'uld  endure, 

Buty  swarring  from  the  marke,  his  lordes  life  did  assure. 

Yet  was  the  force  so  furious  and  so  fell, .  31 

That  horse  and  man  it  made  to  reele  asyde: 

NatMesse  the  prince  would  not  forsake  his  sell* 

^OT  well  of  yore  he  learned  had  to  ryde,) 

But  full  of  anger  fiersly  to  him  cryde : 

"  False  traitour,  miscreaunt,  thou  oroken  hast 

The  law  of  armes,  to  strike  ifoe  undefide : 

But  thou  thy  treasons  fruit  I  hope  shall  taste 

Bight  sowre,  and  feele  the  law,  the  which  thou  hast  defasi.** 

With  that  his  balefull  speare  he  fiercely  bent  32 

Against  the  Pagans  breat,  and  therewith  thought 

BLis  cursed  life  out  of  her  lodg  have  rent : 

But,  ere  the  point  arrived  where  it  ought. 

That  seven-fold  shield,  which  he  from  Guyon  brought, 

He  cast  between  to  ward  the  bitter  sto^nd: 

Through  all  those  foldes  the  steelehead  i^assage  wrought, 

And  tm*ouj^h  his  shoulder  perst ;  wherwith  to  ground 

He  grovelmg  fell,  all  gored  in  his  gushing  wound. 

Which  when  his  brother  saw,  fraught  with  great  griefe    33 

And  wrath,  he  to  him  leaped  furiously, 

And  fowly  saide ;  "  By  Mahoune,  cursed  thiefe. 

That  direfull  stroke  thou  dearely  shalt  aby." 

Then,  hurling  up  his  harmefull  blade  on  hy, 

Smote  him  so  hugely  on  his  haughtie  cres^ 

That  from  his  saddle  forced  him  to  fiy : 

Els  mote  it  needes  downe  to  his  manly  brest 

Have  deft  his  head  in  twaine,  and  life  thence  dispossest. 

Now  was  the  prince  in  danngerous  distresse,  34 

Wanting  his  sword,  when  he  on  foot  should  fight: 
His  sin^e  speare  could  doe  him  small  redresse 
Affainst  two  foes  of  so  exceeding  might. 
The  least  of  which  was  match  for  any  knight. 
And  now  the  other,  whom  he  earst  aid  daunt^ 
Had  reard  himaelfe  a^aine  to  cruel  fight, 
Three  times  more  funous  and  more  puissaunt. 
Unmindful  of  his  wound,  of  his  fate  ignoraunt. 
w 
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So  botli  aii;once  Hm  charse  on  either  syde  85 

With  hideous  strokes  andimportable  powre, 

That  forced  him  his  ground  to  traverse  wyde, 

Ajid  wisely  watch  to  ward  that  deadly  stowre : 

For  on  his  shield,  as  thicke  as  stormie  showre, 

Their  strokes  did  raine;  yet  did  he  never  quaile, 

Ne  backward  shrinke ;  but  as  a  stedfast  towre, 

Whom  foe  with  double  battry  doth  assaile. 

Them  on  her  bulwarke  beares,  and  bids  them  nought  avaOe. 

So  stoutly  he  withstood  their  strong  assay;  36 

Till  that  at  last,  when  he  advantage  s^yde, 

His  poynant  speare  he  thrust  with  puissant  sway       % 

At  proud  Cymochles,  whiles  his  shield  was  wyde. 

That  through  his  thigh  the  mortall  Steele  did  gryde : 

He,  swarving  with  the  force,  within  his  flesh 

Did  breake  the  launce,  and  let  the  head  abyde : 

Out  of  the  wound  the  red  blood  flowed  fresh, 

T^t  underneath  his  feet  soone  made  a  purple  plesL 

Horribly  then  he  gan  to  rage  and  rayle,  Z7 

Cursing  his  gods,  and  himselfe  damning  deepe: 

Als  whSn  his  brother  saw  the  red  blooof  rayle 

Adowne  so  fast,  and  all  his  armour  steepe, 

For  very  felnesse  lowd  he  gan  to  weepe. 

And  said ;  "  Caytiv^,  curse  on  thy  cruell  bond. 

That  twise  hath  spedd ;  yet  shall  it  not  thee  keepe 

From  the  third  brunt  of  this  my  fatall  brond : 

Iio,  where  the  dreadfull  Death  behynd  thy backe  doth  stond!" 

With  that  he  strooke,  and  th*  other  strooke  withall,        38 

That  nothing  seemd  mote  beare  so  monstrous  might : 

The  one  upon  his  covered  shield  did  fall, 

And  fflauncing  downe  would  not  his  owner  byte : 

But  tu'  other  did  upon  his  troncheon  smyte ; 

Which  hewing  quite  asunder,  further  way 

It  made,  and  on  his  hacqueton  did  lyte, 

Tlie  which  dividing  with  imD6rtune  sway, 

It  seizd  in  his  right  side,  ana  there  the  dint  did  stay. 

Wyde  was  the  wound,  and  a  large  lukewarme  flood,        89 

Bed  as  the  rose,  thence  gushed  grievously ; 

That  when  the  Payn3rm  spyde  the  streaming  blood. 

Grave  him  great  hart  and  nope  of  victory. 

On  til'  other  side,  in  huge  perplexity 

The  prince  now  stood,  havm^  his  weapon  broke ; 

Nought  could  he  hurt,  but  still  at  wanle  did  ly : 

Yet  with  his  troncheon  he  so  rudely  stroke 

Cymoohles  twis^  that  twise  him  forst  his  foot  reroke. 
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Whom  when  the  palmer  saw  in  such  distresse,  40 

Sir  Groyons  sword  he  lightly  to  him  raught. 

And  said ;  *'  Ft^yre  sonne,  great  God  thy  right  hand  blesse, 

To  use  that  sword  so  well  as  he  it  ought  I" 

Glad  was  the  knight,  and  with  fresh  courage  fraught, 

When  as  againe  he  armed  felt  his  hond : 

Then  like  a  lyon,  which  had  lonff  time  sauffht 

His  robbed  whelpes,  and  at  the  last  them  fond         [yond : 

Emongst  the  shepheard  swaynes,  then  wexeth  wood  and 

So  fierce  he  hdd  about  him,  and  dealt  blowes  41 

On  either  side,  that  neither  mayle  could  hold, 

Ne  shield  defend  the  thunder  of  his  throwes : 

Now  to  I^rochles  many  strokes  he  told ; 

Efl  to  Cymochles  twise  so  many  fold ; 

Then,  backe  againe  turning  his  busie  hond. 

Them  both  attonce  compeld  with  courage  bold 

To  yield  wide  way  to  his  hart-thrilling  brond ;  [stond. 

And  though  they  both  stood  stiffe,  yet  could  not  both  with- 

As  salvage  buU,  whom  two  fierce  mastives  bayt,  43 

When  rancour  doth  with  rage  him  once  engorge, 

Forgets  with  wary  warde  them  to  awayt, 

But  with  his  dreadfull  homes  them  drives  afore, 

Or  flin^  aloft,  or  treades  downe  in  the  flore, 

Breathmg  out  wrath,  and  bellowing  disdaine, 

That  aU  me  forest  quakes  to  hear  him  rore : 

So  rag'd  Prince  Arthur  twixt  his  foemen  twaine. 

That  neither  oould  his  mightie  puissaunoe  sustaine. 

But  ever  at  l^jrrochles  when  he  smitt,  43 

(Who  Guyons  shield  cast  ever  him  before, 

Whereon  the  Faery  Queenes  pourtract  was  writt,) 

His  luind  relented  ana  the  stroke  forbore, 

And  his  deare  hart  the  picture  gan  adore ; 

Which  oft  the  Paynim  sav'd  from  deadly  stowre : 

But  him  hencefoith  the  same  can  save  no  more ; 

For  now  arrived  is  his  fatall  howre, 

That  no'te  avoyded  be  by  earthly  skill  or  powre. 

^Por  when  Cymochles  saw  the  fowle  reproch,  44 

Whidb  them  a^peached ;  prickt  with  guiltie  shame 

And  inward  gnefe,  he  fiercely  gan  approch, 

BesolVd  to  put  away  that  loathly  blame. 

Or  dye  with  honour  and  desert  of  fame; 

And  on  the  haubergh  stroke  the  prince  so  sore, 

That  c^uite  disparted  aU  the  linked  frame, 

And  pieroed  to  the  sldn,  but  bit  no  more ; 

Yet  made  him  twise  to  reele,  that  never  moov'd  afore. 
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Whereat  renfierst  with  wrath  and  shan)  regret,  45 

He  stroke  so  hugely  with  his  borrowd  Blade, 

That  it  empierst  the  Pagans  burganet ; 

And,  clearing  the  hard  Steele,  did  deepe  invade 

Into  his  head,  and  cruell  passage  made 

Quite  through  his  brayne :  he,  tombling  downe  on  grotmd, 

Sreath'd  out  his  ghost,  which,  to  th*  inlemall  shade 

Fast  flying,  there  etemall  torment  found 

For  all  the  sinnes  wherewith  his  lewd  life  did  abound. 

Which  when  his  german  saw,  the  stony  feare  46 

Ban  to  his  hart,  and  all  his  sence  dismayd ; 

Ne  thenceforth  life  ne  corage  did  appeare  •. 

But,  as  a  man  whom  hellish  feendes  nave  frayd, 

LoDg  trembling  still  he  stoode ;  at  last  thus  sayd ; 

"  Tray  tour,  what  hast  thou  doen !    How  ever  may 

Thy  cursed  hand  so  cruelly  have  swayd 

Against  that  knight !    Harrow  and  well  away ! 

After  so  wicked  aeede  why  liv'st  thou  lenger  day !" 

With  that  all  desperate,  as  loathing  light,  47 

And  with  revenge  desyring  soone  to  d^e. 

Assembling  all  His  force  and  utmost  might. 

With  his  owne  swerd  he  fierce  at  him  £d  flye. 

And  strooke,  and  foynd,  and  lasht  outrageously, 

Withouten  reason  or  regard.    Well  knew 

The  prince,  with  pacience  and  sufleraunce  sly, 

So  hasty  heat  soone  cooled  to  subdew : 

Tho,  w&en  this  breathlesse  woxe,  that  batteil  gan  renew. 

As  when  a  windy  tempest  bloweth  hye,  48 

That  nothing  may  withstand  his  stormy  stowre, 

The  clowdes,  as  thinges  affray d,  before  him  flye ; 

But,  all  so  soone  as  his  outrageous  powre 

Is  layd,  they  fiercely  then  begin  to  showre : 

And,  as  in  scorne  of  his  spent  stormy  spight, 

Kow  all  attonce  their  malice  forth  do  poure : 

So  did  Prince  Artliur  beare  himselfe  in  fight, 

And  suffred  rash  Pyrochles  waste  his  ydle  might 

At  last  whenas  the  Sarazin  perceiv*d  49 

How  that  straimge  sword  refusd  to  serve  his  neede, 

But,  when  he  stroke  most  strong,  the  dint  deceived; 

He  flong:  it  from  him ;  and,  devoyd  of  dreed. 

Upon  him  lightly  leaping  without  heed. 

Twist  his  two  mighty  armes  engrasped  fast, 

Thinking  to  overthrowe  and  downe  nim  tred : 

But  him  in  strength  and  skill  the  prince  surpast, 

And  through  hia  nimble  sleight  did  under  him  down  oast 
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Nought  booted  it  the  Paynim  then  to  strive ;  50 

For  as  a  bittur  in  the  eagles  clawe, 

That  may  not  hope  by  flight  to  scape  alive, 

Still  waytes  for  death  with  dread  and  trembling  aw ; 

So  he»  now  subject  to  the  victours  law, 

Did  not  once  move,  nor  upward  cast  his  eye. 

For  vile  disdaine  and  rancour,  which  did  gnaw 

His  hart  in  twaine  with  sad  melancholy ; 

As  one  that  loathed  life,  and  yet  despysed  to  dye. 

But,  full  of  princely  bounty  and  great  mind,  61 

The  conc^ueror  nought  oared  him  to  slay; 

But,  castmg  wronges  and  all  revenge  behind. 

More  glory  thought  to  g;ive  life  then  decav, 

And  say d;  "  Paynim,  tms  is  thy  dismall  day; 

Yet  if  uiou  wilt  renounce  thy  miscreaunce. 

And  my  true  liegeman  yield  thyselfe  for  ay. 

Life  will  I  graunt  thee  for  thy  vidiaunce, 

And  all  thy  wronges  will  wipe  out  of  my  sovenaimce." 

"  Foole,"  said  the  pagan,  "  I  thv  gift  defye ;  52 

But  use  thv  fortune,  as  it  doth  befall; 

And  say,  that  I  not  overcome  doe  dye, 

But  in  despight  of  life  for  death  doe  call." 

Wroth  was  the  prince,  and  sory  yet  withall, 

That  he  so  wilfully  refused  grace ; 

Yet,  sith  his  fate  so  cruelly  did  fall, 

His  shining  helmet  he  gan  soone  unlace, 

And  lefle  lus  headlesse  oody  bleeding  all  the  place. 

Bj  this.  Sir  Gkiyon  from  his  traunce  awakt,  53 

Life  having  maystered  her  senceless  foe ; 

And  looking  up,  whenas  his  shield  he  lakt 

And  sword  saw  not,  he  wexed  wondi-ous  woe: 

But  when  the  palmer,  whom  he  long  ygoe 

Had  lost,  he  by  him  spyde,  right  glad  he  grew. 

And  saide ;  "  Deare  sir,  whom  wandring  to  and  fro 

I  long  have  lackt,  I  ioy  thy  face  to  vewT 

Fiime  is  thy  faith,  whom  daunger  never  fro  me  drew. 

"  But  read  what  wicked  hand  hath  robbed  mee  51 

Of  my  good  sword  and  shield  ?"    The  palmer,  glad 

With  so  fresh  hew  uprysing  him  to  see. 

Him  answered :  "  Fayre  sonne,  be  no  whit  sad 

For  want  of  weapons ;  they  shall  soone  be  had" 

So  g[an  he  to  discourse  the  whole  debate. 

Which  that  straunge  knight  for  him  sustained  had, 

And  those  two  Sarazins  confounded  late, 

Whoee  oarcases  on  ground  were  horribly  prostr&te. 
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WhioL  when  he  heard,  and  saw  the  tokens  trew,  65 

His  hart  with  great  affection  was  embayd, 

And  to  the  prince,  with  bowing  reverence  dew, 

As  to  the  patrone  of  his  life,  ^us  sajd; 

"  My  lord,  my  liege,  by  whose  most  gratious  ayd 

I  live  this  day»  and  see  my  foes  subdewd, 

What  may  suffice  to  be  for  meede  repayd 

Of  so  great  graces  as  ye  have  me  shewd,, 

But  to  be  ever  bound  * — 

To  whom  the  infant  thus :  "  Fayre  sir,  what  need  66 

Grood  tumes  be  counted,  as  a  servile  bond, 
To  bind  their  dooers  to  receive  their  meedP 
Are  not  all  knightes  by  oath  bound  to  withstond 
Oppressours  powre  by  armes  and  puissant  bond? 
Sumse,  that  I  have  done  my  dew  in  place." 
So  goodly  purpose  they  together  fond 
Tkindne 


Of  kindnesse  and  of  courteous  agg 

The  whiles  false  Archimage  and  Atin  fled  apace. 


CANTO  DC. 

The  House  of  Temperaimoe,  in  which 

Dotli  sober  Alma  dwell, 
Beslegd  of  manj  foes,  whom  stntmge- 

er  knightes  to  flight  oompelL 

Of  all  Gods  workes,  which  doe  this  worlde  adome. 
There  is  no  one  more  faire  and  excellent 
Then  is  mans  bod^,  both  for  powre  and  forme, 
Whiles  it  is  keijt  m  sober  government ; 
But  none  then  it  more  fowle  and  indecent, 
Distempred  through  misrule  and  passions  bace; 
It  grows  a  monster,  and  incontinent 
Doth  lose  his  dignity  and  native  grace: 
Behold,  who  list,  both  one  and  other  in  this  place. 

Ailer  the  Paynim  brethren  conquer*d  were. 

The  Briton  prince  recov'ring  his  stolne  sword. 

And  Gruyon  his  lost  shield,  they  both  yfere 

Forth  passed  on  their  way  in  fayre  accord. 

Till  him  the  prince  with  gentle  c^urt  did  bord; 

**  Sir  knight,  mote  I  of  you  this  court'sy  read, 

To  weet  why  on  your  shield,  so  goodly  soord, 

Beare  ye  the  picture  of  that  ladies  head  P 

Full  lively  is  the  sembUunt,  though  the  substance  dead." 

Digitized  by  CjOOQIC 


THS  VAEBIB  qitbhts.  216 

**  Fayre  sir,"  sayd  he,  **  if  in  that  picture  dead  3 

Sach  life  ye  read,  and  vertue  in  vaine  shew; 

What  mote  ye  weene,  if  the  trew  lively-head 

Of  that  moet  glorious  visage  ye  did  vew ! 

But  yf  the  b^ty  of  her  mind  jre  knew, 

That  is,  her  bounty,  and  impenall  powre,   ,  * 

Thousand  times  fairer  then  ner  mortall  hew, 

O !  how  gpreat  wonder  would  your  thoughts  devoure, 

And  infinite  desire  into  your  spirite  poure ! 

"  She  is  the  mighty  Queene  of  Faerv,  4 

Whose  faire  retraitt  I  in  my  shield  doe  beare; 

Shee  is  the  flowre  of  grace  and  chastity, 

Throui?hout  the  world  renowmed  far  and  neare, 

Mv  life,  my  liege,  my  soveraine,  my  deare. 

Whose  glory  shineth  as  the  mominp^  starre. 

And  with  her  light  the  earth  enlummes  cleare; 

Far  reach  her  mercies,  and  her  praises  farre, 

As  well  in  state  of  peace,  as  puissaunce  in  warre." 

"  Thrise  happy  man,*'  said  then  the  Briton  knight,  5 

"  Whom  gracious  lott  and  thy  gr^t  valiaunce 
Have  made  thee  soldier  of  that  princesse  bright. 
Which  with  her  bounty  and  glad  countenaunoe 
Doth  blesse  her  servaunts,  and  them  high  advaunoe ! 
How  may  straun^e  knight  hope  ever  to  aspire. 
By  faithnill  service  and  meete  amenaunce 
Unto  such  blisse?  sufficient  were  that  hire 
For  losse  of  thousand  Uves,  to  die  at  her  desure." 

Said  Guyon,  "  Noble  lord,  what  meed  so  great,  C 

Or  grace  of  earthlv  prince  so  soveraine, 

But  by  your  wondrous  worth  and  warlike  feat 

Ye  well  may  hope,  and  easely  attaineP 

But  were  your  will  her  sold  to  entertaine. 

And  numbred  be  mongst  Knights  of  Maydenhed, 

Great  guerdon,  well  I  wote,  should  vou  remaine, 

And  in  her  favor  high  bee  reckoned. 

As  Arthegall  and  Sophy  now  beene  honored." 

"  Certes."  then  said  the  prince,  ^'  I  God  avow,  7 

That  sitn  I  armes  and  knighthood  first  did  plight. 

My  whole  desire  hath  beene,  and  yet  is  now. 

To  serve  that  queene  with  al  my  powre  and  might 

Kow  hath  the  sunne  with  his  lamp-burning  Ught 

Walkt  round  about  the  world,  and  I  no  lesse, 

Sith  of  that  goddesse  I  have  sought  the  sight, 

Tet  no  where  can  her  find:  such  happinesse 

Heren  doth  to  me  envy  and  fortune  favourlesse." 
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"  Fortune,  the  foe  of  famous  chevisaunce,  8 

Seldom,"  said  Guyon,  "  yields  to  vertue  aide. 

But  in  her  way  tlirowes  mischiefe  and  mischaunce. 

Whereby  her  course  is  stopt  and  passage  staid. 

But  you,  faire  sir,  be  not  herewith  dismaid. 

But  constant  keepe  the  way  in  which  ye  stand ; 

Which  were  it  not  that  I  am  els  delaid 

With  hard  adventure,  which  I  have  in  hand, 

I  labour  would  to  guide  you  through  al  Fary  land." 

"  Gramercy  sir,"  said  he ;  "  but  mote  I  weete  9 

What  straunge  adventure  doe  ye  now  pursew  P 

Perhaps  my  succour  or  advizement  meete 

Mote  stead  you  much  your  purpose  tc  subdew." 

Then  gan  Sir  Guyon  all  the  story  shew 

Of  false  Acrasia,  and  her  wicked  wiles ; 

Which  to  avenge,  the  palmer  him  forth  drew 

From  Faery  court.     So  talked  they,  the  whiles 

They  wasted  had  much  way,  and  measurd  many  miles. 

And  now  faire  Phoebus  gan  decline  in  haste  10 

His  weary  wagon  to  the  westeme  vale, 

Whenas  they  spide  a  goodly  castle,  plaste 

Foreby  a  river  m  a  pleasaunt  dale; 

Which  choosing  for  that  evenings  hospitale, 

Thev  thether  marcht :  but  when  they  came  in  sight, 

And  from  their  sweaty  coursers  did  avale, 

They  found  the  gates  fast  barred  long  ere  night. 

And  every  loup  last  lockt,  as  fearing  foes  despight. 

Which  when  they  saw,  they  weened  fowle  reproch  11 

Was  to  them  doen,  their  entraunce  to  forstaU ; 

Till  that  the  squire  gan  nigher  to  approch. 

And  wind  his  horne  under  the  castle  wall. 

That  with  the  noise  it  shooke  as  it  would  fall. 

Eflsoones  forth  looked  from  the  highest  spire 

The  watch,  and  lowd  unto  the  knights  dia  call, 

To  weete  what  they  so  rudely  did  require: 

Who  gently  answered,  they  entraunce  did  desire. 

**  Fly,  fly,  good  knights,"  said  he,  "  fly  fast  away,  12 

If  that  your  hves  ye  love,  as  meete  ye  should ; 

Fly  fast,  and  save  yourselves  from  neare  decay ; 

Here  may  ye  not  have  entraunce,  though  we  would : 

We  would  and  would  againe,  if  that  we  could ; 

But  thousand  enemies  about  us  rave, 

And  with  long  siege  us  in  this  castle  hould : 

Seven  yeares  this  wize  the^  us  besieged  have. 

And  many  good  knights  slaine  that  have  us  sought  to  save. " 
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^118  SB  he  spoke,  loe !  with  outraffious  ciy  13 

A  thousand  yilleins  rownd  about  them  swarmd 

Oat  of  the  rockes  and  cares  adioyning  nye ; 

Vile  caitire  wretches,  ragjged,  rude,  deformd. 

All  thr^tning  death,  aU  in  straun^e  manner  armd ; 

Some  with  unweldy  clubs,  some  with  long  speares, 

Some  rusty  knives,  some  staves  in  fier  warmd : 

Sterne  was  their  looke ;  hke  wild  amazed  steares, 

Staring  with  hollow  eies,  and  stiff  upstanding  heares. 

Fiersly  at  first  those  knights  they  did  assa^le,  14 

And  orore  them  to  reooue :  but,  when  againe 

They  gave  fresh  charge,  their  forces  gan  to  fayle, 

Unhable  their  encounter  to  sustaine ; 

For  with  such  puissaunce  and  impetuous  maine 

Those  champions  broke  on  them,  that  forst  them  fly, 

like  scattered  sheepe,  whenas  the  shepherds  swaine 

A  lion  and  a  tigre  doth  espye 

With  greedy  pace  forth  rushing  from  the  forest  nye. 

A  while  they  fled,  but  soone  retoumd  acaine  15 

With  greater  fury  then  before  was  found; 

And  evermore  their  cruell  capitaine 

Souflfht  with  his  raskall  routs  t'enclose  them  rownd, 

And  overronne  to  tread  them  to  the  grownd: 

But  soone  the  knights  with  their  bright-burning  blades 

Broke  their  rude  troupes,  and  orders  did  confownd, 

Hewing  and  slashing  at  their  idle  shades ;  [fades. 

For  though  they  bodies  seem,  yet  substaunce  flrom  them 

As  when  a  swarme  of  gnats  at  eventide  16 

Out  of  the  fennes  of  Allan  doe  arise, 

Their  murmuring  small  trompetts  sownden  wide. 

Whiles  in  the  aire  their  clustrin^  army  flies. 

That  as  a  cloud  doth  seeme  to  dim  the  skies; 

Ne  man  nor  beast  may  rest  or  take  repast 

For  their  sharpe  wounds  and  aoyous  iniuries, 

Till  the  fierce  northeme  wind  with  blustring  blast 

Doth  blow  them  quite  away,  and  in  the  ocean  cast. 

^hus  when  they  had  that  troublous  rout  disperst,  17 

Unto  the  castle  gate  they  come  againe. 

And  entraunce  crav'd,  which  was  denied  erst. 

Now  when  report  of  that  their  perlous  paine. 

And  combrous  conflict  which  they  did  sustaine, 

Came  to  the  ladies  eare  which  there  did  dwell, 

Shee  forth  iss^wed  with  a  goodly  traine 

Of  squires  and  ladies  equipaged  well. 

And  entertained  them  rig^t  udrely,  aa  befelL 
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Alma  Bhe  called  was;  a  virffin  bright,  18 

That  had  not  yet  felt  Cupides  wanton  ra^; 

Yet  was  shee  woo'd  of  many  a  gentle  knight, 

And  many  a  lord  of  noble  parentage^ 

That  sought  with  her  to  lincke  in  marriage: 

For  BJiee  was  faire,  as  faire  mote  ever  bee, 

And  in  the  fiowre  now  of  her  freshest  age; 

Yet  foil  of  grace  and  goodly  modestee, 

That  cTen  heven  reioyced  her  sweete  face  to  see. 

In  robe  of  lilly  white  she  was  aray  d,  19 

That  firom  her  shoulder  to  her  heele  downe  raught; 
The  traine  whereof  loose  far  behind  her  strayd, 
Braunched  with  gold  and  perle  most  richly  wrought. 
And  borne  of  two  faire  damsels  which  were  taught 
That  service  well :  her  yellow  golden  heare 
Was  trimly  woven,  and  in  tresses  wrought, 
Ne  other  tire  she  on  her  head  did  weare, 
But  crowned  with  a  garland  of  sweete  rosiere. 

Groodly  shee  entertaind  those  noble  knights,  20 

And  brought  them  up  into  her  castle  Hall ; 

Where  gentle  court  and  gracious  delight 

Shee  to  them  made,  with  mildnesse  virginall, 

Shewing  herselfe  both  wise  and  Uberall. 

There  when  they  rested  had  a  season  dew. 

They  her  besought  of  favour  speciall 

Of  that  faire  castle  to  afibord  them  vew: 

Shee  graunted;  and,  them  leading  forth,  the  same  did  shew. 

First  she  them  led  up  to  the  castle  wall,  21 

That  was  so  high  as  foe  might  not  it  dime, 

And  all  so  faire  and  fensibk  withall; 

Not  built  of  bricke,  ne  yet  of  stone  and  lime, 

But  of  thing  like  to  that  Egyptian  slime, 

Whereof  king  Nine  whilome  built  BabeU  towre: 

But  O  peat  pitty,  that  no  lenger  time 

So  goodly  workmanship  should  not  endure ! 

Soone  it  must  tume  to  earth:  no  earthly  thing  is  sure. 

The  frame  thereof  seemd  partly  ciroulare,  22 

And  part  trianffulare:  O  worke  divine ! 

Those  two  the  first  and  last  proportionB  are; 

The  one  imperfect,  mortall,  foeminine; 

Th'  other  immortall,  perfect,  masculine; 

And  twixt  them  both  a  quadrate  was  the  base» 

Proportiond  equally  by  seven  and  nine; 

Nine  was  the  circle  sett  in  heavens  place: 

All  which  compacted,  made  a  goodly  diapase. 
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Hierein  two  gates  were  placed  seemly  well :  23 

The  one  before,  by  which  all  in  did  pas, 

Did  th'other  far  in  workmanship  exoell ; 

For  not  of  wood,  nor  of  enduring  bras^ 

Bat  of  more  worthy  substance  fram'd  it  was: 

Doubly  disparted,  it  did  locke  and  close, 

That,  when  it  locked,  none  might  thorough  pas. 

And,  when  it  opened,  no  man  might  it  close ; 

Still  opened  to  their  friendes,  and  closed  to  their  foes. 

Of  hewen  stone  the  porch  was  fayrely  wrought,  24 

Stone  more  of  valew,  and  more  smooth  and  fine. 

Then  iett  or  marble  far  from  Ireland  brought; 

Over  the  which  was  cast  a  wandring  vine, 

Enchaced  with  a  wanton  yrie  twine : 

And  oTer  it  a  fayre  port<nillis  honff, 

Which  to  the  gate  directly  did  indine 

With  comely  compasse  and  compacture  strong, 

Nether  unseemly  short,  nor  yet  exceeding  long. 

Within  the  barbican  a  porter  sate,  25 

Day  and  night  duely  keeping  watch  and  ward; 

Not  wight  nor  word  mote  passe  out  of  the  gate, 

But  in  good  order,  and  with  dew  regard; 

Utterers  of  secrets  he  from  thence  debard, 

Bablers  of  folly,  and  blazers  of  cryme: 

His  lamm-bell  might  lowd  and  wyde  be  hard 

When  cause  re9uyrd,  but  nerer  out  of  time ; 

Early  and  late  it  rong,  at  eyening  and  at  prime. 

And  rownd  about  the  porch  on  every  srde  26 

Twise  sixteene  warders  satt,  all  armed  bright 

In  glbtring  Steele,  and  strongly  fortifyde: 

Tall  yeomen  seemed  they  and  of  great  might. 

And  were  enraunged  ready  still  for  fight. 

By  them  as  Alma  passed  with  her  guestes. 

They  did  obe^f  saunce,  as  beseemed  right. 

And  then  againe  retoumed  to  their  restes: 

The  porter  eke  to  her  did  lout  with  humble  gestes. 

Tlienoe  she  them  brought  into  a  stately  hall,  27 

Wherein  were  man^  cables  fayre  dispred. 

And  ready  di^ht  with  drapets  festiyall. 

Against  the  yiaundes  should  be  ministred. 

At  th'  upper  end  there  sate,  ydad  in  red 

Downe  to  the  ground^  a  comely  personage. 

That  in  his  hand  a  white  rod  menaged ; 

He  steward  was,  hight  Diet ;  rype  of  affe. 

And  in  demeanure  sober,  and  in  oounsell  sage. 
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And  through  the  hall  there  walked  to  and  fro  28 

A  iolly  .yeoman,  marshall  of  the  same, 

Whose  name  was  Appetite ;  he  did  bestow 

Both  guestes  and  meate,  whenever  in  they  came^ 

And  knew  them  how  to  order  without  blame. 

As  him  the  steward  badd.    They  both  attone 

Did  dewty  to  their  lady,  as  became; 

Who,  passing  by,  forth  ledd  her  guestes  anone 

Into  the  kitchin  rowme,  ne  spard  for  nioenesse  none. 

It  was  a  yaut  ybuilt  for  great  dispence,  29 

With  many  raun^es  reard  along  the  wall. 

And  one  great  chminey,  whose  long  tonnell  thence 

The  smoke  forth  threw:  and  in  the  midst  of  all 

There  placed  was  a  caudron  wide  and  tall 

XJpon  a  mightie  fomace,  burning  whott, 

More  whott  then  Aetn',  or  flanung  Mongiball: 

For  day  and  night  it  brent,  ne  ceased  not, 

So  long  as  any  thing  it  in  the  caudron  gott. 

But  to  delay  the  heat,  least  hv  mischaunce  SO 

It  might  breake  out  and  set  the  whole  on  fyre, 

There  added  was  by  goodly  ordinaunce 

An  huge  great  payre  of  bellowes,  which  did  styre 

Continually,  and  cooling  breath  inspyre. 

About  the  caudron  many  cookes  accoyld 

With  hookes  and  ladles,  as  need  did  requyre; 

The  whyles  the  viaundes  in  the  veesell  boyld, 

They  did  about  their  businesse  sweat,  and  sorely  toyld. 

The  maister  oooke  was  cald  Concoction ;  31 

A  carefuU  man,  and  full  of  comely  gu^'se: 

The  kitchin  clerke,  thathight  Digestion, 

Did  order  all  th'  achates  in  seemely  wise, 

And  set  them  forth,  as  well  he  could  devise. 

The  rest  had  severall  offices  assynd; 

Some  to  remove  the  scum  as  it  did  rise ; 

Others  to  beare  the  same  away  did  mynd; 

And  others  it  to  use  according  to  his  kynd. 

But  all  the  liquour,  which  was  fowle  and  waste,  £2 

Not  good  nor  serviceable  eUes  for  ought, 

They  in  another  great  rownd  vessell  plaste, 

Till  by  a  conduit  pipe  it  thence  were  Drought ; 

And  all  the  rest,  tliat  noyous  was  and  nought, 

By  secret  wayes,  that  none  might  it  espy. 

Was  close  convaid,  and  to  the  baokgate  lm>ught. 

That  cleped  was  Port  Esquiline,  wherebj; 

It  was  avoided  quite,  and  throwne  out  privily. 
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Whenas  those  knights  heheld,  with  rare  delight 

And  gazinff  wonder  they  their  mindes  did  fill; 

For  never  had  they  seene  so  straunge  a  sight. 

Thence  backe  againe  faire  Alma  leaf  them  right. 

And  soone  into  a  goodly  parlour  brought. 

That  was  with  rovall  arras  richly  dight, 

In  which  was  nothinfi:  pourtrah^  nor  wrought; 

Not  wrought  nor  pourtrahed,  but  easie  to  be  thought: 

And  in  the  midst  thereof  upon  the  floure  84 

A  lovelv  bevy  of  faire  ladies  sate, 

Courted  of  many  a  ioUy  paramoure, 

The  which  them  did  in  modest  wise  amate, 

And  each  one  sought  his  lady  to  aggrate: 

And  eke  emongst  them  little  Cupid  playd 

His  wanton  sportes,  being  retoumed  late 

From  his  fierce  warres,  and  having  from  him  layd 

'Hia  cruell  bow,  wherewith  he  thousands  hath  dismayd. 

Diverse  delights  they  fownd  themselves  to  please;  33 

Some  song  in  sweet  cons6rt;  some  laught  for  ioy; 

Some  nlaid  with  strawes;  some  ydly  satt  at  ease; 

But  others  some  could  not  abide  to  toy, 

All  pleasannoe  was  to  them  griefe  and  annoy: 

This  fround;  that  faund;  the  third  for  shame  did  blush; 

Another  seemd  envious,  or  coy ; 

Another  in  her  teeth  did  gnaw  a  rush: 

But  at  these  straungers  presence  every  one  did  hush. 

Soone  as  the  gracious  Alma  came  in  place,  86 

They  all  attonce  out  of  their  seates  arose. 

And  to  her  homase  made  with  humble  grace: 

Whom  when  the  knights  beheld,  they  gan  dispose 

Themselves  to  court,  and  each  a  damzell  chose: 

The  prince  bv  chaimce  did  on  a  lady  %ht. 

That  was  right  faire  and  fresh  as  mormng  rose, 

But  somewhat  sad  and  solemne  eke  in  sight. 

As  if  some  pensive  thought  oonstraind  her  gentle  spright. 

In  a  long  purple  pall,  whose  skirt  with  gold  87 

Was  fretted  all  about,  she  was  arayd; 

And  in  her  hand  a  poplar  braunch  did  hold: 

To  whom  the  prince  in  courteous  manersayd; 

"  Gentle  Madame,  why  beene  ye  thus  dismayd. 

And  your  faire  beautie  doe  with  sadnes  spill? 

Lives  any  that  you  hath  this  ill  apaydP 

Or  doen  you  love,  or  doen  you  lack  your  will  P 

Whatever  bee  the  oaus«^  it  sure  beseemes  you  ilL" 
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"  Fayre  sir,"  eaid  she,  halfe  in  disdaiiiefbl  wise,  88 

**  How  is  it  that  this  word  in  me  ye  bkme. 

And  in  yourselfe  doe  not  the  same  advise  P 

Him  ill  beseemes  anothers  fault  to  name. 

That  may  nnwares  be  blotted  with  the  same: 

Pensive  I  yeeld  I  am,  and  sad  in  mind, 

Through  ^reat  desire  of  gloiy  and  of  fame; 

Ne  ought  I  weene  are  ye  therein  behynd,  [find." 

That  have  twelve  months  sought  one,  yet  no  where  can  her 
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The  prince  was  inly  moved  at  her  speach. 
Well  weeting  trew  what  she  had  rashly  told; 
Yet  with  faire  semblaunt  sought  to  hyde  the  Lx«»uj 
Which  chaunge  of  colour  did  perforce  unfold, 
]S^ow  seeming  flaming  whott,  now  stony  oold: 
Tho,  turning  soil  aside,  he  did  inquyre 
What  wight  she  was  that  poplar  braunch  did  hold : 
It  answered  was,  her  name  was  Pteys-desire, 
That  by  well  doing  sought  to  honour  to  aspyre. 

The  whiles  the  Faery  knight  did  entertaine  40 

Another  damseU  of  that  gentle  crew, 

That  was  right  fayre  anamodest  of  demavne. 

But  that  too  oil  she  chaung'd  her  native  new : 

Straunge  was  her  tyre,  and  aU  her  garment  blew. 

Close  rownd  about  ner  tuckt  with  many  a  plight: 

Upon  her  fist  the  bird  which  shonneth  vew, 

And  keeps  in  coverts  close  from  hving  wight, 

Did  sitt,  as  yet  ashamd  how  rude  Pan  did  her  dight. 

So  long  as  Guyon  with  her  communed,  41 

Unto  the  grownd  she  cast  her  modest  eye. 

And  ever  and  anone  with  rosy  red 

The  bashfull  blood  her  snowy  cheekes  did  dye, 

That  her  became  as  polisht  yvonr 

Which  cunning  craftesman  hana  hath  overlayd 

With  fayre  vermilion  or  pure  castoiy. 

Great  wonder  had  the  knight  to  see  the  mayd 

So  straungely  passioned,  and  to  her  gently  said; 

**  Fayre  damzell,  seemeth  by  your  troubled  cheare^  42 

That  either  me  too  bold  ye  weene,  this  wise 

Tou  to  molest,  or  other  ill  to  feare 

That  in  the  secret  of  your  hart  close  lyes. 

From  whence  it  doth,  as  doud  from  sea,  aryse  % 

If  it  be  I,  of  pardon  I  you  pray; 

But,  if  ought  else  that  I  mote  not  devyse, 

I  will,  if  please  you  it  discure,  assay 

To  eateyoa  of  that  ill,  so  wiadj  as  I  may.** 
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She  answerd  nooght,  but  more  abasht  for  shame  43 

Held  downe  her  head,  the  whiles  her  lovely  face 

The  flashing  blood  with  blushing  did  inflame, 

And  the  strong  passion  mard  her  modest  grace, 

That  Grnyon  mervayld  at  her  uncouth  cace ; 

Till  Ahna  him  bespake;  "  Why  wonder  yee, 

Faire  sir,  at  that  which  ye  so  much  embrace? 

She  is  the  fountaine  of  your  modestee ; 

You  shamefast  are,  but  Shamefastnes  itselfe  is  shee." 

Thereat  the  Mfe  did  blush  in  privitee,  41 

And  tumd  his  face  awa^;  but  she  the  same 
Dissembled  faire,  and  faynd  to  oversee. 
Thus  they  awhile  with  court  and  ^[oodl^  game 
Themselves  did  solace  each  one  with  his  dame, 
Till  Uiat  great  lady  thence  away  them  sought 
To  vew  her  castles  other  wondrous  frame: 
Up  to  a  stately  turret  she  them  brought, 
Ascending  by  ten  steps  of  alabaster  wrought. 

That  turrets  frame  most  admirable  was,  45 

like  highest  heaven  compassed  around. 

And  lifted  high  above  this  earthly  masse, 

"Which  it  survewd,  as  hils  doen  lower  ground: 

But  not  on  ground  mote  like  to  this  be  found; 

Not  that^  which  antique  Cadmus  whylome  built 

In  Thebes,  which  Alexander  did  confound; 

Nor  that  proud  towre  of  Troy,  though  richly  guilt,     [spilt. 

From  which  young  Hectors  blood  by  cruell  Ghreekes  was 

The  roofe  hereof  was  arched  over  head,  46 

And  deckt  with  flowres  and  herbars  daintily ; 

Two  goodly  bc^ux)ns,  set  in  watches  stead. 

Therein  gave  light,  and  flamd  continually: 

For  they  of  living  fire  most  subtiUy 

Were  made,  and  set  in  silver  sockets  bright, 

Cover'd  with  lids  deviz'd  of  substance  sly, 

That  readily  they  shut  and  open  might. 

O,  who  can  tell  the  prayses  of  that  makers  might  1 

Ne  can  I  teU,  ne  can  I  stay  to  tell,  47 

]nii8  parts  great  workemanship  and  wondrous  powre^ 

That  all  this  other  worldes  worke  doth  excell. 

And  likest  is  unto  that  heavenly  towre 

That  Qod  hath  built  for  his  owne  blessed  bowre. 

Therein  were  divers  rowmes,  and  divers  stages ; 

But  three  the  chiefest  and  of  greatest  powre. 

In  which  there  dwelt  three  honorable  sages. 

The  wiiert  men,  I  weene,  ihtiX  lived  in  their  ages. 
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Not  he,  whom  Grreece,  the  nourse  of  all  good  arts,  48 

By  Phoebus  doome  the  wisest  thought  alive, 

Might  be  compar'd  to  these  bjr  many  parts : 

Nor  that  sage  P^'lian  syre,  which  did  survive 

Three  ages,  such  as  mortall  men  contrive, 

Bv  whose  advise  old  Priams  cittie  fell, 

"V^ith  these  in  praise  of  pollicies  mote  strive. 

These  three  in  these  three  rowmes  did  sondry  dwell. 

And  counselled  faire  Alma  how  to  goveme  welL 

The  first  of  them  could  things  to  come  foresee ;  49 

The  next  could  of  thinges  present  best  advize ; 

The  third  things  past  could  keep  in  memoree: 

Sc  that  no  time  nor  reason  could  arize, 

But  that  the  same  could  one  of  these  comprize. 

Forthy  the  first  did  in  the  forepart  sit. 

That  nought  mote  hinder  his  quicke  preiudize ; 

He  had  a  sharpe  foresight  and  working  wit 

That  never  idle  was,  ne  once  would  rest  a  whit. 

His  chamber  was  djspainted  all  within  QO 

With  sondry  colours,  in  the  which  were  writ 

Infinite  shapes  of  thinges  dispersed  thin ; 

Some  such  as  in  the  world  were  never  yit, 

Ke  can  devized  be  of  mortall  wit ; 

Some  daily  seene  and  knowen  by  their  names, 

Such  as  in  idle  fantasies  do  flit ; 

Infemall  hags,  centaurs,  feendes,  hippodames. 

Apes,  lyons,  aegles,  owles,  fooles,  lovers,  children,  dames. 

And  all  the  chamber  filled  was  with  flyes  51 

Which  buzzed  all  about,  and  made  such  sound 

That  they  encombred  all  mens  eares  and  eyes; 

Like  many  swarmcs  of  bees  assembled  round. 

After  their  hives  with  honny  do  abound. 

AH  those  were  idle  thoughtes  and  fantasies. 

Devices,  dreames,  opinions  unsound, 

Shewes,  visions,  sooth-sayes,  and  prophesies ; 

And  all  that  fained  is,  as  leasings,  tales,  and  lies. 

Emongst  them  all  sate  he  which  wonned  there,  52 

That  night  Phantasies  by  his  nature  trew; 

A  man  of  yeares  yet  fresh,  as  mote  appere, 

Of  swarth  comph'xion,  and  of  crabbed  hew. 

That  him  full  of  melancholy  did  shew ; 

Bent  hollow  beetle  browes,  sharpe  staring  eyes 

That  mad  or  foolish  scemd :  one  by  his  vew 

Mote  deeme  him  borne  with  ill-disposed  skyes. 

When  oblique  Satume  sate  in  th'  house  of  agonyca. 
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Whom  Alma  haying  shewed  to  her  gaestes,  53 

Thence  brooffht  them  to  the  second  rowme,  whose  wals 

Were  painted  faire  with  memorable  gestes 

Of  £Eunous  wisards;  and  with  pictnrals 

Of  magistrates,  of  courts,  of  tribunals. 

Of  commen  withes,  of  states,  of  pollicy. 

Of  lawes,  of  iudgementes,  and  of  decretals, 

All  artcs,  all  science,  all  philosophy. 

And  all  that  in  the  world  was  ay  thought  wittily. 

Of  those  that  rowme  was  full ;  and  them  among  54 

There  sate  a  man  of  ripe  and  perfect  age. 

Who  did  them  meditate  all  his  life  long, 

That  through  coDtinuall  practise  and  us&ge 

He  now  was  growne  right  wise  and  wondi*ons  sage: 

Great  plesure  had  those  straunger  knightes  to  see 

His  goodly  reason  and  graye  personage. 

That  his  disciples  both  desyrd  to  bee : 

But  Alma  thence  them  led  to  th'  hindmost  rowme  of  thre^ 

That  chamber  seemed  ruinous  and  old,  55 

And  therefore  was  removed  far.  behind. 

Yet  were  the  wals,  that  did  the  same  uphold. 

Bight  firme  and  strong,  though  somwhat  they  dedind; 

And  therein  sat  an  old  old  m%n,  halfe  blind. 

And  all  decrepit  in  his  feeble  corse, 

Yet  Uyely  yigour  rested  in  his  mind. 

And  reoompenst  them  with  a  better  soorse : 

Weake  body  well  is  ohang'd  for  minds  redoubled  feme. 

This  man  of  infinite  remembraunce  was,  56 

And  things  foregone  through  many  ages  held. 

Which  he  recorded  still  as  they  did  pas, 

Ne  sufired  them  to  perish  through  long  eld. 

As  all  things  els  the  which  this  world  doth  weld; 

But  laid  them  up  in  his  immortall  serine. 

Where  they  for  eyer  inoorrupted  dweld : 

The  warres  he  well  remembred  of  king  Nine, 

Of  old  Assaracus,  and  Inaohus  diyine. 

The  yeares  of  Nestor  nothing  were  to  his,  57 

Ne  yet  Mathusalem,  though  lon|^  liy'd; 

For  he  remembred  both  their  in&ncis : 

Ne  wonder  then  if  that  he  were  diepriy'd 

Of  natiye  strength  now  that  he  them  suryiy'd. 

His  chamber  all  was  hangd  about  with  rolls 

And  old  rec6rds  from  auncient  times  deriyd. 

Some  made  in  books,  some  in  long  pardmient  botoIIb, 

That  were  all  worm-eaten  and  full  of  canker  hdes. 
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AmidBt  them  all  he  in  a  chaire  was  sett,  68 

Tossing  and  turning  them  withouten  end; 

But  for  he  was  unhable  them  to  fett, 

A  little  boy  did  on  him  still  attend 

To  reach,  whenever  he  for  ought  did  send ; 

And  oft  when  thiuges  were  lost,  or  laid  amis, 

Tiiat  boy  them  sought  and  unto  him  did  lend : 

Therefore  he  Anamnestes  cleped  is ; 

And  that  old  man  Eumnestes,  by  theiir  propertis. 

The  knightea  there  entring  did  him  reverence  dew,  69 

And  wondred  at  his  endlesse  exercise. 

Then  as  they  gan  his  Ubrary  to  vew. 

And  antique  repesters  for  to  atise, 

There  chauncea  to  the  princes  hand  to  rize 

An  auncient  booke,  hight  Briton  MonimenU, 

That  of  this  lands  first  conquest  did  devize, 

And  old  division  into  regiments, 

Till  it  reduced  was  to  one  mans  govemements. 

Sir  Gru^on  chaunst  eke  on  another  booke,  60 

That  hiffht  Antiguitee  qf  Faery  Lond: 

In  whi(m  whenas  he  greedUv  did  looke, 

Tb'  ofspnng  of  Elves  and  Farves  there  he  fond. 

As  it  delivered  was  from  honp  to  bond : 

Whereat  they,  burning  both  with  fervent  fire 

Their  countreys  auncestnr  to  understond, 

Crav'd  leave  of  Alma  and  that  aged  sire 

To  read  thoee  bookes ;  who  gladly  graunted  their  desire. 


CANTO  X 

A  cbroniole  of  Briton  kiiiji^ 
From  Bnite  to  Uthers  rayne ; 

And  rolls  of  Elfin  emperonrs, 
TiU  time  of  Qloriane. 


Who  now  shall  give  unto  me  words  and  sound 

Equall  unto  this  naughty  enterprise? 

Or  who  shall  lend  me  wmgs,  with  which  from  ground 

My  lowl:^  verse  may  loftily  arise, 

And  hit  itselfe  unto  the  highest  skyes  P 

More  ample  spirit  than  hetherto  was  wount 

Here  needes  me,  whiles  the  famous  aunceslxyea 

Of  mv  most  dreaded  soveraigne  I  recount, 

By  wnich  aU  eartlily  princes  she  doth  far  tnnnount. 
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Ne  under  snnne  that  shines  so  wide  and  faire,  S 

Whence  all  that  lives  does  borrow  life  and  light, 

IgveB  ou^ht  that  to  her  linage  may  compaire ; 

Which  though  from  earth  it  be  derived  right. 

Yet  doth  itselfe  stretch  f(5rth  to  hevens  hight, 

And  all  the  world  with  wonder  overspred ; 

A  labor  huge,  ezceedinsr  far  my  might  I 

How  shall  fraile  pen,  with  foar  disparaged, 

ConceiTe  such  soveraine  glory  and  great  bountyhed! 

Argument  worthy  of  Mseonian  quill ;  8 

^rather  worthy  of  great  Phoebus  rote, 

Whereon  the  nunes  of  great  Ossa  hill. 

And  triumphes  of  Phlegnean  love,  he  wrote^ 

That  all  the  gods  admird  his  loftv  note. 

But,  if  some  relish  of  that  hevenly  lay 

His  learned  daughters  would  to  me  report 

^  decke  my  song  withall,  I  would  assay 

Thy  name,  O  soveraine  Queene,  to  blazon  far  away. 

TJy  name,  O  soveraine  (Queene,  thy  realm,  and  laoe^        4 
JTom  this  renowmed  prince  derived  arre. 
Who  mightilr  upheld  that  royall  mace 
*  Sr^^^  ^^^    1 -^  bear'st,  to  thee  descended  faire 
Rom  mighty  kings  and  conquerours  in  warre» 
Thv  fathers  and  great  grandfathers  of  old. 
Whose  noble  deeds  above  the  northern  stane 
Immortall  Fame  for  ever  hath  enrold ; 
As  in  that  old  mans  booke  they  were  in  order  told. 

The  land  which  warlike  Britons  now  poesesse,  6 

And  therein  have  their  mighty  empire  raysd. 

In  antique  times  was  salvage  wildemesse. 

Unpeopled,  nnmannurd,  unprovd,  unpraysd  $ 

Ne  was  it  island  then,  ne  was  it  paysd 

Amid  the  ocean  waves,  ne  was  it  sought 

Of  merchants  farre  for  profits  therein  praysd ; 

But  was  all  desolate,  and  of  some  thought 

"By  sea  to  have  bene  from  the  Celticke  mayn-knd  brought. 

Jfe  did  it  then  deserve  a  name  to  have,  6 

Till  that  the  venturous  mariner  that  way 

T^Bummg  his  ship  from  those  white  rocks  to  save, 

Wluch  ail  along  the  southeme  sea-coast  lay 

Threatning  unheedy  wrecke  and  rash  decay, 

For  saftety  that  same  his  sea-marke  made, 

And  ziam*a  it  Albion  :  but  later  day, 

finding  in  it  fit  ports  for  fishers  trade, 

Gan  more  the  same  frequent,  and  further  to  invade. 

Digitized  by  CjOOQIC 


y  Google 


TSB  FJLBSni  QUBB5B.  229 

In  meed  of  these  great  conquests  by  them  gott,  12 

Corineos  had  that  province  utmost  west 

To  him  assi^ed  for  his  worthy  lott. 

Which  of  his  name  and  memorable  gest 

He  called  Oomwaile,  yet  so  called  best : 

And  Debons  shavre  was,  that  is  Devonshyre : 

But  Canute  had  his  portion  from  the  rest, 

The  which  he  cald  Canutium,  for  his  hyre ; 

Now  Oantium,  which  ILent  we  comenly  inquyre. 

Thus  Brute  this  realme  onto  his  rule  subdewd^  13 

And  raiffned  long  in  great  felicity, 

Lov'd  of  his  freends,  and  of  his  foes  eschewd : 

He  left  three  sonnes,  his  famous  progeny. 

Borne  of  fayre  Inogene  of  Italy ; 

Mongst  whom  he  parted  his  imperiall  state, 

And  Locrine  lefb  cliiefe  lord  of  Britany. 

At  last  ripe  age  bad  him  surrender  late 

His  life,  and  long  good  fortune,  unto  £nall  fate. 

Locrine  was  left  the  soreraine  lord  of  all ;  lA 

But  Albanact  had  all  the  northeme  part, 

Which  of  himselfe  Albania  he  did  call ; 

And  Camber  did  possesse  the  westeme  quart, 

Which  Severne  now  from  Loio'is  doth  depart : 

And  each  his  portion  peaceably  enioyd, 

Ne  was  there  outward  breach,  nor  grudge  in  hart. 

That  once  their  quiet  government  annoyd ; 

But  each  his  paynes  to  others  profit  still  employd. 

Untill  a  nation  straung,  with  visage  swart  15 

And  corage  fierce  that  all  men  did  afiray, 

Which  tlm>ugh  the  world  then  swarmd  in  every  part. 

And  overflowd  all  countries  far  away. 

Like  Noyes  great  flood,  with  their  imp6rtune  sway. 

This  land  invaded  with  like  violence. 

And  did  themselves  through  all  the  north  display : 

Untill  that  Locrine  for  lus  realmes  defence, 

Did  head  against  them  make  and  strong  munificence. 

He  them  encountrfiu,  .<  confused  rouf^  16 

Foreby  the  river  that  whyl6me  was  hight 

The  ancient  Abus,  where  with  courage  stout 

He  Uiem  defeated  in  victorious  fight, 

And  chaste  so  fiercely  after  fearefull  flight. 

That  forst  their  chiefetain,  for  his  safeties  sake, 

(Their  chiefetain  Humber  named  was  aright,) 

Unto  the  mighty  streame  him  to  betake, 

Where  he  an  end  of  batteill  and  of  life  did  make. 
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The  king  Tetonmecl  proud  of  Tictoiy,  17 

And  insolent  wox  throtiffh  unwonted  eaBO, 

That  sJiortly  he  forgot  tne  ieopardy, 

Which  in  his  land  he  lately  did  appease, 

And  fell  to  vaine  voluptuous  disease : 

He  lov'd  faire  Ladie  Estrild,  leudly  lov'd. 

Whose  wanton  pleasures  him  too  much  did  pleiase. 

That  quite  his  hart  i^m  Guendolene  remov  d, 

From  Guendolene  his  wife,  though  alwaies  faithful  proy'd. 

The  noble  daughter  of  Corineus  18 

Would  not  endure  to  bee  so  Tile  disdaind, 

But,  gathering  force  and  corage  valorous, 

Encountred  him  in  batteill  well  ordaind, 

In  which  him  vanquisht  she  to  fly  constraind : 

But  she  so  fast  pursewd,  that  him  she  tooke 

And  tlu*ew  in  bands,  where  he  till  death  remaind : 

Als  his  faire  leman  flying  through  a  brooke 

She  overhent,  nought  moved  with  her  piteous  looke. 

But  both  herselfe,  and  eke  her  daughter  deare  19 

Begotten  by  her  kindly  paramoure, 

The  faire  Siabrina,  almost  dead  with  feare. 

She  there  attached,  far  from  all  succoure : 

The  one  she  slew  in  that  impatient  stoure ; 

But  the  sad  vinrin  innocent  of  aU, 

Adowne  the  rolling  river  she  did  poure. 

Which  of  her  name  now  Seveme  men  do  call : 

Such  was  the  end  that  to  disloyall  love  did  fall. 

Then  for  her  sonne,  which  she  to  Locrin  bore,  20 

SCadan  was  voung,  unmeet  the  rule  to  sway,) 
her  owne  hand  the  crowne  she  kept  in  store, 
Till  ryper  ^^ears  he  raught  and  stronger  stay : 
During  wmch  time  her  powre  she  did  display 
Through  all  this  realme,  the  glory  of  her  sex, 
And  first  taught  men  a  woman  to  obay : 
But,  when  her  sonne  to  mans  estate  did  wez, 
She  it  surrendred,  ne  her  selfe  would  lenger  vex. 

Tho  Madan  raignd,  unworthie  of  his  race ;  21 

For  with  all  shame  that  sacred  throne  he  old. 

Next  Mempdse,  as  unworthy  of  that  niaoe. 

In  which  bein^  consorted  with  Manila, 

For  thirst  of  single  kingdom  him  he  kUd. 

But  Ebranck  salved  both  their  infamies 

With  noble  deedes,  and  warreyd  on  Brunchild 

In  Henault,  where  yet  of  his  victories 

Brave  moniments  remaine,  which  yet  that  land  envies. 
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AiiliAppjinuiinliisfirft  dajeehe  was,  28 

And  happy  father  of  faire  progeny : 

For  all  80  many  weekes,  as  the  yeare  has, 

So  many  children  he  did  multiply ; 

Of  which  were  twentie  sonnes,  which  did  i^ply 

Their  mindes  to  prayse  and  ohevalrous  desyre: 

Those  germans  did  subdew  all  Grennany, 

Of  whom  it  hight ;  but  in  the  end  their  syre 

"With  foule  repulse  from  Eraunoe  was  forced  to  re^yie. 

Which  blott  his  sonne  succeeding  in  his  seat^  23 

The  second  Brute,  the  second  both  in  name 

And  eke  in  semblaunce  of  his  puissaunce  great, 

Siflfht  well  recur'd,  and  did  away  that  blame 

With  recompence  of  everlastiog  fame : 

He  with  his  rictour  sword  first  opened 

The  bowels  of  wide  Fraunce,  a  forlome  dame. 

And  taught  her  first  how  to  be  conquered ; 

Since  which,  with  sondrie  spoiles  she  haUi  been  ransacked. 

Let  Scaldis  tell,  and  let  tell  Hania,  24 

And  let  the  marsh  of  Esthambruges  tell, 

What  colour  were  their  waters  that  same  dar. 

And  all  the  moore  twixt  Elrersbam  and  Dell, 

With  blood  of  Henalois  which  therein  felL 

How  oft  that  day  did  sad  Brunoluldis  see 

The  greens  tkield  dyde  in  dolorous  vermeil  P 

That  not  teuith  fftUridk  it  mote  seeme  to  bee, 

Bat  rather  y  soiUk  gogk,  signe  of  sad  orueltee. 

Ss  Sonne  kin^  Leill,  by  fathers  labour  long,  25 

Enioyd  an  hentaffe  of  lasting  peace, 

And  built  Cairleill,  and  built  Cairleon  strong. 

Next  Huddibras  his  realme  did  not  encrease, 

But  tauffht  the  land  from  wearie.wars  to  cease. 

Whose  footsteps  Bladud  following,  in  artes 

Ezoeld  at  Athens  all  the  learned  preace. 

From  whence  he  brought  them  to  these  salvage  parts. 

And  with  sweet  science  mollifide  their  stubbome  harts. 

Ensample  of  his  wondrous  faculty,  26 

Behold  the  boyling  baths  at  Gairdabon, 

Which  seeth  with  secret  fire  eternally. 

And  in  their  entrailles,  full  of  quick  Drimst6n, 

Nourish  the  flames  which  they  are  warmd  upon, 

That  to  their  people  wealth  they  forth  do  well, 

And  health  to  every  forreyne  nation: 

Yet  he  at  last,  contending  to  excell  .    , .  -  *  n 

The  reach  of  men,  through  flight  into  fond  mischief  telL 
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Next  him  long  Leyr  in  happie  peace  long  raynd,  27 

But  had  no  issue  male  him  to  succeed, 

But  three  faire  daughters,  which  were  well  uptraind 

In  all  that  seemed  ntt  for  kingly  seed ; 

Mongst  whom  his  realme  he  equally  decreed 

To  have  divided :  tho,  when  feeble  age 

Nigh  to  his  utmost  date  he  saw  proceed, 

He  cald  his  daughters,  and  with  speeches  sage 

Inquyrd,  which  of  them  most  did  love  her  parentage. 

The  eldest  Gonorill  gan  to  protest,  28 

That  she  much  more'  than  her  owne  life  him  loT*d ; 

And  B^gan  greater  love  to  him  profest 

Then  all  the  world,  whenever  it  were  proov*d ; 

But  Cordeill  said  she  loved  him  as  behoov'd : 

Whose  simple  answere,  wanting  colours  fayre 

To  paint  ittorth,  him  to  displeasaunce  moov'd. 

That  in  his  crown  he  counted  her  no  hayre. 

Bat  twixt  the  other  twain  his  kingdom  whole  did  shayre. 

So  wedded  th'  one  to  Maglan  king  of  Scottes,  29 

And  th'  other  to  the  kins:  of  Cambria, 

And  twixt  them  shayrd  his  realme  by  equall  lottes ; 

But,  without  dowre,  the  wise  Cordelia 

Was  sent  to  Aganip  of  Celtica : 

Their  aged  s^e,  thus  eased  of  his  crowne, 

Aprivate  me  ledd  in  Albania 

With  Gonorill,  long  had  in  greaJt  renowne. 

That  nought  him  griev'd  to  oeene  from  rule  deposed  downe. 

But  true  it  is  that,  when  the  oy\e  is  spent,  80 

The  light  goes  out,  and  weeke  is  throwne  away ; 

8o^  when  he  had  resignd  his  regiment, 

His  daughter  gan  despise  his  drouping  day, 

And  wearie  wax  of  his  continuall  stay ; 

Tho  to  his  daughter  Began  he  repayrd. 

Who  him  at  first  well  used  every  way ; 

But,  when  of  his  departure  she  despayrd. 

Her  bountie  she  abated,  and  his  cheare  empayrd. 

The  wretched  man  gan  then  avise  too  late,  31 

That  love  is  not  where  most  it  is  profest ; 

Too  truely  tryde  in  his  extremest  state ! 

At  last,  resolv'd  likewise  to  prove  the  rest, 

He  to  Cordelia  himselfe  addrest. 

Who  with  entyre  affection  him  receav'd. 

As  for  her  syre  and  king  her  seemed  best ; 

And  after  all  an  army  strong  she  leav*d. 

To  war  on  those  which  him  had  of  his  realme  bereay'd. 
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So  to  his  orowne  she  him  restord  againe ;  32 

In  which  he  dyde,  made  ripe  for  death  by  eld. 

And  idPter  wild  it  should  to  her  remaine : 

Who  peaoeably  the  same  long  time  did  weld, 

And  all  mens  harts  in  dew  obedience  held ; 

Till  that  her  sisters  children,  woxen  strong, 

Through  proud  ambition  against  her  rebeld. 

And  overcommen  kept  in  prison  long, 

Till  weaiy  of  that  wretched  life  herselfe  she  hong. 

Then  gan  the  bloody  brethren  both  to  raine:  33 

But  fiCTce  Cundah  gan  shortly  to  envy 

His  brother  Morgan,  prickt  with  proud  disdaino 

To  haye  a  pere  in  part  of  soyerainty; 

And,  kindling  coles  of  cruell  enmity* 

Saisd  warre,  and  him  in  batteill  oyerthrew: 

Whence  as  he  to  those  woody  hilles  did  fly, 

Which  hight  of  him  Glamorgan,  there  him  slew: 

Then  did  ne  raigne  alone,  when  he  none  equal  knew. 

His  Sonne  Biyall'  his  dead  rowme  did  supply;  34 

In  whose  sad  time  blood  did  from  heayen  rayne. 

Next  great  Gxurgustus,  then  faire  Csecily, 

In  constant  peace  their  kingdomes  did  contayne, 

After  whom  Lago  and  Kinmarke  did  rayne. 

And  Grorbogud,  till  far  in  years  he  grew: 

Then  his  ambitious. sonnes  unto  them  twavne 

Arrau^t  the  rule,  and  irom  their  father  drew; 

Stout  Ferrex  and  steme  Porrex  him  in  prison  threw. 

But  O !  the  greedy  thirst  of  royall  crowne,  36 

That  knowes  bo  kinred,  nor  regardes  no  right, 

Stird  Porrex  up  to  put  his  brother  downe ; 

Who,  unto  him  assembling  forreigne  might. 

Made  warre  on  him,  and  fell  him^fe  in  fight : 

Whose  death  t'  ayenge,  his  mother  mercilesse. 

Most  mercilesse  of  women,  Wyden  hight. 

Her  other  sonne  last  sleeping  did  oppresse. 

And  with  most  cruell  hand  £um  murdred  pittilesse. 

Here  ended  Brutus  sacred  progeny,  80 

Which  had  seyen  hundred  years  this  sceptre  borne 
With  high  renowme  and  great  felicity : 
The  noble  braunch  from  tn'  Antique  stocke  was  tomo 
Hirough  discord,  axid  the  roiall  throne  forlome. 
Hienoeforth  this  realme  waa  into  factions  rent, 
Whilest  each  of  Brutus  boasted  to  be  borne, 
Hiat  in  the  end  was  left  no  moniment 
Of  Brutus,  nor  of  Britons  glorie  auncicnt. 
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Then  up  arose  a  man  of  matchlesae  might,  87 

And  wondrous  wit  to  menage  high  aifayres, 

"Wlio,  stird  with  pittj  of  the  stressed  plight 

Of  this  sad  reabne,  cut  into  sondry  shayres 

By  such  as  claymd  themselves  Brutes  rightfull  hayres, 

Gkithered  the  princes  of  the  people  loose 

To  taken  counsell  of  their  common  cares ; 

Who,  with  his  wisedom  won,  him  streight  did  choose 

Their  king,  and  swore  him  fealty  to  win  or  loose. 

Then  made  he  head  against  his  enimies,  38 

And  Tmner  slew  of  Logris  miscreate; 

Then  Euddoc  and  proud  Stater,  both  allyes. 

This  of  Alb&ny  newly  nominate, 

And  that  of  Gambry  kin^  confinned  late. 

He  overthrew  through  his  owne  valiaunce ; 

Whose  countries  he  redus'd  to  quiet  state. 

And  shortly  brought  to  civile  govemaunoe. 

Now  one,  which  earst  were  many  made  through  variaonoe. 

Then  made  he  sacred  lawes,  which  some  men  say  S9 

Were  unto  him  reveald  in  vision : 

Bv  which  he  freed  the  traveilers  mgh-waj, 

The  churches  part,  and  ploughraans  i>ortioB, 

Eestraining  stealth  and  strong  extortion ; 

Hie  gratious  Numa  of  great  Britany : 

For,  till  his  dayes,  the  chiefe  dominion 

Bv  strength  was  wielded  without  poUicy: 

Therefore  he  first  wore  crowne  of  gold  for  dignity. 

Donwallo  dy de,  (for  what  may  live  for  ay  P)  40 

And  left  two  sonnes,  of  pearelesse  prowesee  both^ 

That  sacked  Bome  too  dearely  did  assay. 

The  recompence  of  their  periured  oth ; 

And  ransackt  Greece  weitryde,  when  they  were  wroth, 

Besides  subiected  France  and  Germany. 

Which  yet  their  praises  speake,  all  be  they  loth, 

And  inly  tremble  at  the  memory 

Of  Brennus  and  Belinus,  kinges  of  Britany. 

Next  them  did  Gurgunt,  gpreat  Belinus  sonne,  41 

In  rule  succeede,  and  eke  m  fathers  praise ; 

He  Easterland  subdewd,  and  Denmarke  wonne. 

And  of  them  both  did  fojr  and  tribute  raise, 

The  which  was  dew  in  his  dead  fathers  daies : 

He  also  gave  to  fugitives  of  Spayne, 

Whom  he  at  sea  found  wandring  from  their  waies, 

A  seate  in  Ireland  safely  to  remayne. 

Which  they  should  hold  of  him  as  subiect  to  Brit4yne. 

Digitized  by  CjOOQIC 


THI  WASRTE  QUXINB.  235 

After  him  raigned  Ghutheline  his  hayre,  42 

The  iustest  man  and  trewest  in  his  dales, 

Who  had  to  wife  Dame  Mertia  the  fayre, 

A  woman  worthy  of  immortall  praise, 

Which  for  this  reabne  found  many  goodlv  hiyes. 

And  wholesome  statutes  to  her  husband  brought : 

Her  many  deemd  to  have  beene  of  the  Fayee, 

As  was  Aegeri^  that  Numa  tought : 

Those  yet  of  her  be  Mertian  lawes  both  nam'd  and  thougnt. 

Her  Sonne  Sifillus  after  her  did  rajiie ;  43 

And  then  Kimarus :  and  then  Danius : 

Next  whom  Morindus  did  iAie  crowne  sustaynei 

Who,  had  he  not  with  wrath  outrageous 

And  cruell  rancour  dim'd  his  valorous 

And  mi^htie  deedes,  should  matched  have  the  best 

As  well  m  that  same  field  rictorious 

Against  the  forreine  Morands  he  exprest ; 

Tet  Uves  his  memorie,  though  carcase  sleepe  in  rest 

Tvre  sonnes  he  left  begotten  of  one  wife,  4A 

All  which  suecessiTely  by  tumes  did  ra3rne : 

First  Gorboman,  a  man  of  virtuous  life ; 

Next  Archigald,  who  for  his  proud  disdayne 

Deposed  was  from  princedome  soverayne. 

And  pitteous  Elidure  put  in  his  sted ; 

Who  shortly  it  to  him  restord  a«ayne. 

Tin  by  his  death  he  it  recovered; 

But  Peridure  and  Yigent  him  disthroniseds 

In  wretched  prison  long  he  did  remaine,  45 

Till  they  out-raigned  had  their  utmost  date. 

And  then  therein  reseixed  was  againe. 

And  ruled  lonff  with  honorable  state. 

Till  he  surrendred  realme  and  Ufe  to  fate. 

Then  all  the  sonnes  of  these  five  brethren  raynd 

By  dew  successe,  and  all  their  nephewes  late ; 

Even  thrise  eleven  descents  the  crowne  retaynd, 

Tm  aged  Hely  by  dew  heritage  it  gaynd. 

He  had  two  sonnes,  whose  eldest,  called  Lud,  40 

Left  of  his  life  most  famous  memory, 

And  endlesse  moi^ments  of  his  great  good : 

The  ruin*d  wals  he  did  reeedifye 

Of  Troynovant,  gainst  force  of  enimy, 

And  built  that  gate  which  of  his  name  is  hight, 

By  which  he  lyes  entombed  solemnly: 

He  left  two  sonnes,  too  young  to  rule  aright. 

Androgens  and  Tenantius,  pictures  of  his  might. 
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Whilst  they  were  young,  Cassibalane  their  erne  47 

Was  by  the  people  chosen  in  their  sted, 

Who  on  him  tooice  the  roiall  diademe, 

And  ffoodly  well  long  time  it  governed ; 

Till  the  prowde  Eomanes  him  disquieted* 

And  warlike  Caesar,  tempted  with  the  name 

Of  this  sweet  island  never  conquered, 

And  enyying  the  Britons  blamed  fame, 

(O  hideous  hunger  of  dominion !)  hether  oame. 

Yet  twise  they  were  repulsed  backe  againe,  4S 

And  twise  renforst  backe  to  their  ships  to  iv; 

The  whiles  with  blood  they  all  the  shore  did  staine, 

And  the  gray  ocean  into  purple  dy : 

Ne  had  they  footing  found  at  last  perdie, 

Had  not  Androgens,  false  to  native  soyle, 

And  envious  of  uncles  soveraintie, 

Betrayd  his  country  unto  forreine  spoyle. 

Nought  joLb  but  treason  from  the  first  this  land  did  foyle ! 

So  by  him  Caesar  got  the  "victory,  49 

Throup:h  great  bloodshed  and  many  a  sad  assay, 

In  which  nimselfe  was  charged  heavily 

Of  hardy  Nennius,  whom  he  yet  did  slay. 

But  lost  his  sword,  yet  to  be  scene  this  day. 

Thenceforth  this  land  was  tributarie  made 

T*  ambitious  Eome,  and  did  their  rule  obay, 

Till  Arthur  all  that  reckoning  defrayd : 

Yet  oft  the  Briton  kings  agamst  them  strongly  swayd. 

Next  him  Tenantius  raignd;  then  Kimbeline,  50 

What  time  th'  Etemall  Lord  in  fleshly  sUme 

Enwombed  was,  from  wretched  Adams  line 

To  purge  away  tbe  guilt  of  sinful  crime. 

O  ioyous  memorie  of  happy  time. 

That  heavenly  grace  so  plenteously  displayd ! 

O  too  high  ditty  for  my  simple  rime ! — 

Soone  aaer  this  the  Eomanes  him  warrayd ; 

For  Uiat  their  tribute  he  refusd  to  let  be  payd. 

Gix>d  Claudius,  that  next  was  emperour,  51 

An  army  brought,  and  with  him  batteile  fought, 

In  which  the  kmg  was  by  a  treachetour 

Disguised  slaine,  ere  any  thereof  thought*: 

Yet  ceased  not  the  bloody  fight  for  ought: 

For  Arvirage  his  brothers  place  suppl>  de 

Both  in  his  armes  and  crowne,  and  by  that  draught 

Did  drive  the  Eomanes  to  the  weaker  syde. 

That  they  to  peace  agreed.    So  all  was  pacifyde. 
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Was  nef7er  king  more  highly  magnifide,  52 

Nor  dredd  of  Bomanes,  then  was  Arrurage  s 

For  which  the  emperour  to  him  aUide 

His  daughter  Grenuiss*  in  marriage : 

Yet  shortly  he  renounst  the  vasaallage 

Of  Borne  againe,  who  hether  hastly  sent 

Vespasian,  that  with  gr^t  spoile  and  rage 

Forwasted  all,  till  Grenuissa  gent 

Persoaded  him  to  ceasse,  and  her  lord  to  relent. 

He  dide ;  and  him  sncceded  Marins,  53 

Who  ioyd  his  dajres  in  great  tranquillity. 

Then  Coy  11 ;  and  ailer  him  g:ood  Lucius, 

That  first  received  Chnstianity, 

The  sacred  pledge  of  Christes  Evangely, 

Yet  true  it  is,  that  lon^  before  that  day 

Hither  came  loseph  ofArimathy, 

Who  brought  with  him  the  Holy  Grayle,  (they  say,) 

And  preacht  the  truth ;  but  since  it  greatly  did  decay. 

This  good  king  shortly  without  issew  dide,  64 

Whereof  great  trouble  in  the  kingdome  grew. 
That  did  herselfe  in  sondry  parts  divide. 
And  with  her  powre  her  owne  selfe  overthrew, 
Whilest  Itomanes  daily  did  the  weake  subdew: 
Which  seeing,  stout  Bunduca  up  arose, 
And  taking  armes  the  Britons  to  her  drew; 
With  whom  she  marched  straight  against  her  foes. 
And  them  unwares  besides  the  Seveme  did  enclose. 

There  she  with  them  a  oruell  batteill  tryde,  55 

Not  with  so  good  sucoesse  as  shee  deserv'd ; 

By  reason  that  the  oaptaines  on  her  sydo. 

Corrupted  by  Paulinus,  from  her  swerv'd : 

Yet  such,  as  were  through  former  flight  preserv'd. 

Gathering  againe,  her  host  she  did  renew. 

And  with  fresh  corage  on  the  victor  servd : 

But  being  all  defeated,  save  a  few, 

Bather  than  fly,  or  be  oi^tiv'd,  herselfe  she  slew. 

O  fiunous  moniment  of  womens  prayse !  56 

Matchable  either  to  Semiramis, 

Whom  6nti^ue  history  so  high  doth  rayse. 

Or  to  Hypsiphir,  or  to  Ihomiris : 

Her  host  two  hundred  thousand  numbred  is. 

Who,  whiles  good  fortune  favoured  her  might, 

Triumphed  orb  against  her  enemis ; 

And  yet,  though  overcome  in  haplesse  fight, 

Shee  triumphed  on  death,  in  enemies  despight. 
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Her  reliqnes  Fulgent  liaying[  gathered,  57 

Fought  with  Severus,  and  him  overthrew : 

Tet  m  the  chace  was  slaine  of  them  that  fled : 

So  made  them  victors  whome  he  did  subdew. 

Then  gan  Carausius  tirannize  anew, 

And  gainst  the  Eomanes  bent  dieir  proper  powre ; 

But  him  Allectus  treacherously  slew, 

And  tooke  on  him  the  robe  of  emperoure ; 

Nathlesse  the  same  enioyed  but  wort  happy  howre. 

For  Asclepiodate  him  overcame,  58 

And  left  inglorious  on  the  vanquisht  playne. 

Without  or  robe  or  rag  to  hide  his  shame : 

Then  afterwards  he  innis  stead  did  rai^e; 

But  shortly  was  by  Coyll  in  batteill  slame : 

Who  after  lon^  debate,  since  Lucies  tyme, 

Wss  of  the  Bntons  first  crownd  soveraine : 

Then  gan  this  realme  renew  her  passed  prime : 

He  of  nis  name  Coylchester  built  of  stone  and  lime. 

Which  when  the  Bomanes  heard,  th^  hether  sent  59 

Constantius,  a  man  of  mickle  might, 

With  whome  king  Coyll  made  an  agreement, 

And  to  him  gave  for  wife  his  daughter  bright, 

Faire  Helena,  the  fairest  living  wiffht. 

Who  in  all  godly  thewes  and  goodly  praise 

Did  far  ezoell,  but  was  most  famous  night 

For  skil  in  musicke  of  all  in  her  daies. 

As  well  in  curious  instruments  as  cunning  laiess 

Of  whome  he  did  great  Constantine  begett,  OD 

Who  afterward  was  emperour  of  Borne ; 

To  whidi  whiles  absent  he  his  mind  did  sett, 

Octavius  here  lent  into  his  roome. 

And  it  usurped  oy  unrighteous  doome : 

But  he  his  title  iustifide  by  might, 

Sla3ring  Traheme,  and  having  overcome 

The  Bomane  legion  in  dreadfuU  fight : 

So  settled  he  his  kingdome,  and  confiimd  his  right : 

But,  wanting  yssew  male,  his  daughter  deare  61 

He  gave  in  wedlocke  to  Mainmian, 

Anahim  with  her  made  of  his  kingdome  heyre, 

Who  soone  by  meanes  thereof  the  empire  wan. 

Till  murdredlby  the  fireends  of  Gratian. 

Then  gan  tlie  Hunnes  and  Hcts  invade  this  land, 

Durinff  the  raigne  of  Maadminian ; 

Who  dying  left  none  heire  them  to  withstand : 

But  that  they  overran  all  parts  withi  easy  hand. 
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Hie  weary  Britons,  whose  war-hable  youth  62 

Was  by  Maximian  lately  ledd  away, 

With  wretched  miseiyes  and  woefull  ruth 

Were  to  those  pasans  made  an  open  pray, 

And  daily  spectacle  of  sad  decay : 

Whorae  JRomane  warres,  which  now  fowr  hundred  yeares 

And  more  had  wasted  could  no  whit  dismay ; 

Til,  by  consent  of  Commons  and  of  Peares, 

They  crownd  the  second  Constantine  with  ioyoua  teares. 

Who  haying  oil  in  batteill  yanquished  63 

Those  spoylefull  Picts,  and  swaimin^  Easterlings, 

Long  time  in  peace  his  realme  established. 

Yet  oft  annoyd  with  sondry  bordragings 

Of  neighbour  Scots,  and  forrein  scattenings 

With  which  the  world  did  in  those  dayes  abound. 

Which  to  outbarre,  with  painefuU  pyonings 

From  sea  to  sea  he  heapt  a  mighty  moun<^ 

Which  from  Akluid  to  Panwelt  did  that  border  bownd. 

Three  sonnes  he  dying  left,  all  under  age ;  64 

By  meanes  whereof  their  uncle  Yortigere 

XTsurpt  the  orowne  during  their  pupillage ; 

Wilicn  th'  infants  tutors  gathering  to  feare, 

Hiem  closely  into  Armorick  did  beare : 

For  dread  of  whom,  and  for  those  Picts  annoyes, 

He  sent  to  Grermany  straunge  aid  to  reare ; 

From  whence  efttoones  arrived  here  three  hoyes 

Of  Saxons,  whom  he  for  his  safety  imployes. 

Two  brethren  were  their  capita3rns,  which  hight  65 

Hengist  and  Horsus,  well  approT*d  in  warre. 

And  both  of  them  men  of  renowmed  might; 

Who  making  vantage  of  their  civile  iarre, 

And  of  those  forreyners  which  came  from  farre, 

Ghrew  great,  and  got  large  portions  of  land. 

That  in  the  realme  ere  long  they  stronger  arre 

Then  they  which  sought  at  first  their  helping  hand, 

And  Yortiger  enforst  the  kingd<mie  to  abano. 

But,  by  the  helpe  of  Yortunere  his  sonne,  66 

He  is  againe  unto  his  rule  restord ; 

And  Hen^st,  seeming  sad  for  that  was  donne, 

Seceived  is  to  ^^race  and  new  accord. 

Through  his  faure  daughters  face  and  flattring  word: 

Soone  after  which,  three  hundred  lords  he  slew 

Of  British  blood,  all  sitting  at  his  bord ; 

Whose  dolefull  moniments  who  list  to  rew, 

Tk'  etenkaU  marks  of  treason  may  at  Stonheng  rew. 
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By  this  the  sonnes  of  Constantine,  which  fled,  67 

Ambrose  and  Uther,  did  ripe  yeares  attayne, 

And,  here  arriving,  strongly  chaUenged 

The  crowne  which  Vortiger  did  long  detayne : 

Who,  flying  from  his  guilt,  by  them  was  slayne ; 

And  Hengist  eke  soone  brought  to  shamemll  death. 

Thenceforth  Aurehus  peaceably  did  rayne. 

Till  that  through  poyson  stopped  was  his  breath ; 

So  now  entombed  lies  at  Stoneheng  by  the  heath. 

After  him  Uther,  which  Pendragon  hight,  68 

Succeeding— There  abruptly  it  did  end. 

Without  mil  point,  or  other  cesure  right ; 

As  if  the  rest  some  wicked  hand  did  rend. 

Or  th'  author  selfe  could  not  at  least  attend 

To  finish  it :  that  so  untimely  breach 

The  prince  himselfe  halfe  seemed  to  offend ; 

Yet  secret  pleasure  did  offence  empeach, 

And  wonder  of  antiquity  long  stopt  his  speach. 

At  last,  quite  ravisht  with  delight  to  heare  60 

The  royall  ofspring  of  his  native  land, 

Clyde  out ;  "  Deare  countrey  I  O  how  dearely  deare 

Ought  thy  remembraunce  and  perpetuall  band 

Be  to  thy  foster  child,  that  from  thy  hand 

Did  commun  breath  and  nouriture  receave ! 

How  brutish  is  it  not  to  understand 

How  much  to  her  we  owe,  that  all  us  gave ; 

That  gave  unto  us  all  whatever  good  we  have !" 

But  Guyon  all  this  while  his  booke  did  read,  70 

Ke  vethas  ended :  for  it  was  a  great 

And  ample  volume,  that  doth  far  exoead 

My  leasure  so  long  leaves  here  to  repeat: 

It  told  how  first  firometheus  did  create 

A  man,  of  many  parts  from  beasts  deryv'd. 

And  then  stole  fire  from  heven  to  animate 

His  worke,  for  which  he  was  by  love  depryv'd 

Of  life  himselfe,  and  hart-strings  of  an  aegle  lyv'd. 

That  man  so  made  he  called  Elfe,  to  weet  71 

Quick,  the  first  author  of  all  Elfin  k^rnd ; 

Who,  wandring  Uirough  the  world  with  wearie  feet. 

Did  in  the  gardins  of  Adonis  fynd 

A  goodly  creature,  whom  he  deemd  in  mynd 

To  DC  no  earthly  wight,  but  either  spright, 

Or  angell,  di'  authour  of  all  woman  Ir^^d; 

Therefore  a  Fay  he  her  according  hignt, 

Of  whom  all  Faiyes  spring,  and  fetch  their  lignage  right. 
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Of  these  a  mighty  people  shortly  grew,  73 

And  puissant  kinges,  which  all  the  world  warrayd. 

And  to  themselves  all  nations  did  subdew : 

The  first  and  eldest,  which  that  scepter  swayd. 

Was  Elfin ;  him  all  India  obayd. 

And  all  that  now  America  men  call : 

Next  him  was  noble  Elfinan,  who  laid 

Cleopolis  foundation  first  of  all : 

But  Elfiline  endosd  it  with  a  golden  walL 

His  Sonne  was  Elfinell,  who  overcame  73 

The  wicked  Grobbelines  in  bloody  field : 

But  Elfant  was  of  most  renowmed  fame. 

Who  all  of  christall  did  Panthea  build : 

Then  El&r,  who  two  brethren  gyauntes  kild. 

The  one  of  which  had  two  hea^,  th'  other  three : 

Then  Elfinor,  who  was  in  magick  skild ; 

He  built  by  art  upon  the  glassv  see 

A  bridge  of  bras,  whose  sound  nevens  thunder  seem'd  to  be. 

He  lefl  three  sonnes,  the  which  in  order  ra3md,  74 

And  all  their  o&pring,  in  their  dew  descents ; 

Even  seven  hunored  princes,  which  maintaynd 

With  mightie  deedes  their  sondry  governments ; 

That  were  too  long  their  infinite  contents 

Here  to  record,  ne  much  materiall : 

Tet  should  they  be  most  famous  moniments, 

And  brave  ensample,  both  of  martiall 

And  dvil  rule,  to  lunges  and  states  imperial! 

After  all  these  Elfioleos  did  rayne,  76 

The  wise  Elfideos  in  great  maiestie. 

Who  miii^til  V  that  scepter  did  sustayne, 

And  with  rich  spoyles  and  famous  victorie 

Did  high  advaunce  the  crowne  of  Faery : 

He  left  two  sonnes,  of  which  faire  Elferon, 

The  eldest  brother  did  untimel.v  dy ; 

Whose  emptie  place  the  mightie  Oberon 

Doubly  supplide,  in  spousal!  and  dominion. 

Great  was  his  power  and  glorie  over  all  76 

Which,  him  before,  that  sacred  seate  did  fill 

That  yet  remaines  his  wide  memoriall: 

He  dying  left  the  fairest  Tana<imll, 

Him  to  succeede  therein,  by  his  hurt  will : 

Fairer  and  nobler  Uveth  none  this  howre, 

Ne  like  in  ffrace,  ne  like  in  learned  skill ; 

Therefore  mev  Glorian  call  that  glorious  flowre : 

Long  mayst  ta^u,  Gloiian,  live  in  glory  and  great  powiei 
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Begxiyld  thus  with  ddight  of  novelties,  77 

And  naturall  desire  of  oountryes  oUte, 

So  long  they  redd  in  those  antiquities, 

That  how  the  time  was  fled  they  quite  forgate ; 

Till  gentle  Alma,  seeing  it  so  late, 

Perforce  their  studies  broke,  and  them  besought 

To  thinke  how  supper  did  them  long  awaite : 

So  halfe  unwilling  from  their  bookes  them  brought, 

And  fayrely  feasted,  as  so  noble  kuightes  she  ought. 


CANTO  XL 

I'be  enimiei  of  Temperannoe 
Besiege  her  dvoIUug  place ; 

Prince  Arthure  them  r4>eUes,  and  fbwle 
M^eger  doth  define. 

What  warre  so  cruel,  or  what  siege  so  scnie. 
As  that  which  strongAflections  doe  i^ply 
Against  the  forte  of  Reason  evermore, 
To  bring  the  sowle  into  captivity ! 
Their  force  is  fiercer  through  infirmity 
Of  the  fraile  flesh,  relenting:  to  their  rage ; 
And  exercise  most  bitter  t^rrannv 
Upon  the  partes,  brought  mto  their  bonditge : 
Ko  wretchednesse  is  like  to  sinfull  vellenage. 

But  in  a  body  which  doth  freely  yeeld 

His  partes  to  Eeasons  rule  obedient. 

And  letteth  her  that  ought  the  scepter  weeld. 

All  happv  peace  and  goodly  government 

Is  settled  there  in  sure  estabushment. 

There  Alma,  like  a  Virgin  Qneene  most  bright, 

Doth  florish  in  all  beautie  excellent : 

And  to  her  guestes  doth  bounteous  banket  di^ht, 

Attempred  goodly  well  for  health  and  for  delight. 

Early,  before  the  mome  with  cremosin  n^ 
The  windowes  of  bright  heaven  opened  had, 
Through  which  into  the  world  the  dawning  day 
Might  looke,  that  maketh  every  creature  gUd, 
Uprose  Sir  Guyon  in  bright  armour  dad. 
And  to  his  purposd  iouroey  him  prepar'd: 
With  him  the  palmer  eke  in  habit  sad 
Himselfe  addrest  to  that  adventure  hard : 
So  to  the  rivers  ^de  they  both  together  far'd: 
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"Wliere  them  awaited  ready  at  the  ford  4 

The  Ferriman,  as  Alma  had  behight, 

With  his  well-rigged  bote :  thej  goe  abord, 

And  he  eftsoones  gan  lamich  his  barke  forthright. 

Ere  long  they  rowed  were  quite  out  of  sight. 

And  fast  the  land  behvnd  them  fled  awav. 

But  let  them  pas,  whiles  winde  and  wether  right 

Doe  serve  their  tumes :  here  I  a  while  must  stay. 

To  see  a  cmell  fi^t  doen  by  the  Prince  this  day. 

For,  all  so  soone  as  Gtnron  thence  was  gon  5 

]Dpon  his  voyage  with  his  trustie  gnyde, 

That  wicked  band  of  villeins  firesh  begon 

That  castle  to  assaile  on  every  side. 

And  lay  strong  siege  about  it  far  and  wyde. 

So  huge  and  infinite  their  numbers  were. 

That  all  the  land  they  und^  tibem  did  hyde ; 

So  fowle  and  ugly,  that  exceeding  feare 

Their  visages  imprest,  when  they  approched  neare. 

Them  in  twelve  troupes  their  captein  did  dispart,  6 

And  round  about  in  fittest  steades  did  place. 

Where  each  might  best  offend  his  propei  part, 

And  his  contrary  obiect  most  deface. 

As  eveiy  one  seem'd  meetest  in  that  cace. 

Seven  of  the  name  against  the  casde-ffate 

In  stroDg  entrenchments  he  did  closely  place, 

Which  with  incessaunt  force  and  endlesse  hate 

They  battred  day  and  night,  and  entraunoe  did  awate. 

The  other  five,  five  sondrywayes  he  sett  7 

Against  the  five  ffreatbulwarkes  of  that  pyle, 

And  unto  each  a  bulwarke  did  urrett, 

T*  assayle  with  open  force  or  hidden  pxjle, 

In  hope  thereof  to  win  victorious  spoile. 

They  all  that  charge  did  fervently  apply 

With  greedie  malice  and  importune  toyle, 

And  planted  there  their  huge  artillery. 

With  which  they  dayly  made  most  dreadfull  batteiy. 

The  first  troupe  was  a  monstrous  rablement  8 

Of  fowle  missnapen  wightes,  of  which  some  were 
Headed  like  owles,  with  beckes  uncomely  bent ; 
Others  like  dogs ;  others  like  grvphous  dreare ; 
And  some  had  wings,  and  some  had  clawes  to  teare : 
And  eveiy  one  of  them  had  lynces  ^es ; 
And  every  one  did  bow  and  arrowes  beare : 
All  those  were  lawless  Lustes,  and  corrupt  £nvyc% 
And  ooretoos  A^p^cts,  all  cruel  enimyes. 
b2 
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Those  same  against  the  bulwarke  of  the  Sight  0 

Did  lay  strong  sie^e  and  battailous  assault, 

Ne  once  did  yield  it  respitt  day  nor  night ; 

But  soone  as  Titan  gan  nis  head  exault, 

And  soone  againe  as  he  his  Ji^ht  withhault, 

Their  wicked  engins  they  against  it  bent; 

That  is,  each  thing  by  which  the  eyes  may  fault: 

But  two  then  all  more  huge  and  violent, 

Beautie  and  Money,  they  that  bulwarke  sorely  rent. 

The  second  bulwarke  was  the  Hearing  Sence,  10 

Oainst  which  the  second  troupe  dessignment  makes, 
Deformed  creatures,  in  straunge  difiference : 
Some  having^  heads  like  harts,  some  like  to  snakes. 
Some  like  wild  bores  late  rouzd  out  of  the  brakes : 
Slaunderous  Reproches,  and  fowle  Infamies, 
Leasinges,  Backbytinges,  and  vain-glorious  Crakes, 
Bad  Counsels,  Proyses,  and  false  Flatteries : 
All  those  against  that  fort  did  bend  their  batteries. 

Likewise  that  same  third  fort,  that  is  the  Smell,  11 

Of  that  third  troupe  was  cruelly  assayd : 

Whose  hideous  shapes  were  like  to  feendes  of  hell. 

Some  like  to  houndes,  some  like  to  apes,  dismayd; 

Some  like  to  puttockes,  all  in  plumes  arayd ; 

All  shap't  according  their  conditions : 

For,  bv  those  ugly  formes,  weren  pourtrayd 

Foolish  Delights  and  fond  Abusions, 

Which  doe  that  sence  besiege  with  fond  illusions. 

And  that  fourth  band  which  cruell  battiy  bent  12 

Against  the  fourth  bulwarke,  that  is  the  Taste, 

Was  as  the  rest,  a  grysie  rablement ; 

Some  mouth'd  like  greedy  oystriges ;  some  faste 

Like  loathly  toades ;  some  fashioned  in  the  waste 

Like  swine :  for  so  deformd  is  Luxury, 

Surfeat.  Misdiet,  and  unthriftie  Waste, 

Vaine  Feastes,  and  ydle  Superfluity : 

All  those  this  sences  fort  assayle  incessantly. 

But  the  fifb  troupe,  most  horrible  of  hew  13 

And  ferce  of  force,  is  dreadfuU  to  report : 

For  some  like  snailes,  some  did  like  spyders  shew, 

And  some  like  ugly  urchins  thick  and  short: 

Cruelly  ihev  assayled  that  fifk  fort, 

Armed  with  dartes  of  sensuall  Delight, 

With  stinges  of  camall  Lust,  and  strong  efi<5rt 

Of  feelinff  Pleasures,  with  which  day  and  night 

Against  that  same  flft  Bulwarke  they  continued  fight 
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Thus  these  twelve  troupes  with  dreadfuU  puissaonce       14 

Against  that  castle  restlesse  sie^e  did  lay. 

And  evermore  their  hideous  ordinaunce 

TDpon  the  bulwarkes  cruelly  did  play, 

That  now  it  gan  to  threaten  neare  decay : 

And  evermore  their  wicked  capitayn 

Provoked  them  the  breaches  to  assay, 

Sometimes  with  threats,  sometimes  with  hope  of  gay, 

Which  by  the  ransack  of  that  peece  they  should  attajrn. 

On  th'  other  syde,  th'  assieged  castles  ward  15 

Their  steadfast  stonds  did  mightUy  maintaine, 

And  many  bold  repulse,  and  many  hard 

Atchievement  wrought,  with  perill  and  with  payne, 

That  goodly  frame  irom  mine  to  sustaine : 

And  those  two  brethren  gyauntes  did  defend 

The  walles  so  stoutly  with  their  sturdie  mayne. 

That  never  entraimce  any  durst  pretend, 

Bat  they  to  direfull  death  their  groning  ghosts  did  send. 

The  noble  "nrgin,  ladie  of  the  place,  16 

Was  much  dismayed  with  that  dreadful  sight, 

(For  never  was  she  in  so  evill  caceJ 

Till  that  the  prince,  seeing  her  wofull  plight, 

Gan  her  recomfort  ^m  so  sad  affright, 

Ofiriitg  his  service  and  his  dearest  life 

For  her  defence  against  that  carle  to  fight, 

Which  was  their  cuiefe  and  th*  author  of  that  strife : 

She  him  remercied  as  the  patrone  of  her  life. 

Eflsoones  himselfe  in  glitterand  armes  he  dight,  17 

And  his  well  proved  weapons  to  him  hent ; 

So  taking  courteous  cong^,  he  behight 

Those  gates  to  be  unbar'd,  and  forth  he  went. 

Farye  mote  he  thee,  the  prowest  and  most  gent. 

That  ever  brandished  bright  Steele  on  hye ! 

Whom  soone  as  that  unruly  rablement 

With  his  gay  squyre  issewmg  did  espye, 

Hiey  reara  a  most  outrageous  dreadfull  yelling  cry : 

And  therewithal!  attonce  at  him  let  fly  18 

Their  fluttring  arrowes,  thicke  as  flakes  of  snow. 

And  round  about  him  flooke  impetuously, 

like  a  great  water-flood,  that  tombling  low 

From  the  high  mountaines,  threates  to  overflow 

With  suddem  fury  all  the  fertile  playne, 

And  the  sad  husband)  oans  long  hope  doth  throw 

Adowne  the  streame,  and  all  his  vowes  make  vayne : 

Nor  bounds  nor  banks  his  headlong  mine  may  sustayne. 
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Upon  his  shield  their  heaped  hs^le  he  bore,  19 

And  with  his  sword  disperst  the  raskall  flockes. 

Which  fled  asonder,  and  him  fell  before; 

As  withered  leaves  drop  from  their  dryed  stockes, 

When  the  wroth  western  wind  does  reave  their  locks. 

And  underneath  him  his  coorageoos  steed, 

The  fierce  Spumador,  trode  them  down  like  docks ; 

The  fierce  Spumador  borne  of  heavenlie  seed : 

Such  as  Laomedan  of  Phoebus  race  did  breed. 

Which  suddeine  horrour  and  confused  cry  20 

Whenas  their  capteine  heard,  in  haste  he  yode 

The  cause  to  weet,  and  fault  to  remedy : 

Upon  a  tvgre  swift  and  fierce  he  rode. 

That  as  tne  winde  ran  underneath  his  lode,  « 

Whiles  his  long  legs  nigh  raught  unto  the  ground : 

Pull  large  he  was  of  bmbe,  and  shoulders  brode; 

But  of  such  subtile  substance  and  unsound,  [bound : 

That  like  a  ghost  he  seem'd  whose  grave-clothes  were  on- 

And  in  his  hand  a  bended  bow  was  seene,  21 

And  many  arrowes  under  his  right  side. 

All  deadly  daungerous,  all  cruell  keene, 

Headed  with  flint,  and  fethers  bloody  dide ; 

Such  as  the  Indians  in  their  quivers  hide : 

Those  could  he  well  direct  and  streight  as  line. 

And  bid  them  strike  the  marke  which  he  had  eyde ; 

Ne  was  there  salve,  ne  was  there  medicine. 

That  mote  recure  their  wonndes;  so  inly  they  did  tine. 

As  pale  and  wan  as  ashes  was  his  looke ;  23 

His  body  leane  and  meagre  as  a  rake ; 

And  skin  all  withered  like  a  dryed  looke ; 

Thereto  as  cold  and  drery  as  a  snake ; 

That  seemd  to  tremble  evermore  and  quake : 

All  in  a  canvas  thin  he  was  bedight, 

And  girded  with  a  belt  of  twisted  brake : 

Upon  his  head  he  wore  an  helmet  light, 

Made  of  a  dead  mans  skull,  that  seemd  a  ghastly  sight 

Maleger  was  his  name :  and  after  him  23 

There  foUow'd  fast  at  hand  two  wicked  hags, 

With  hoary  lockes  all  loose,  and  visage  grim ; 

Their  feet  unshod,  their  bodies  wrapt  in  rags, 

And  both  as  swift  on  foot  as  chased  stags ; 

And  yet  the  one  her  other  legge  had  lame, 

Which  with  a  staflfe  all  full  of  Htle  snags 

She  did  support,  and  Impotence  her  name : 

But  th'  other  was  Impatience,  armd  with  raging  flame. 
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Soone  as  the  carle  from  far  the  prince  espyde  24 

GlistTing  in  armes  and  warlike  ornament, 

His  beast  he  felly  prickt  on  either  syde. 

And  his  mischi^vons  bow  full  readie  bent, 

With  which  at  him  a  cra^  ahait  he  sent : 

But  he  was  warie,  and  it  warded  well 

Upon  his  shield,  that  it  no  further  went. 

But  to  the  ground  the  idle  quarrell  fell : 

Then  he  another  and  another  did  ezpell. 

Which  to  prevent,  the  prince  his  mortall  speare  25 

Soone  to  him  raught,  and  fierce  at  him  diet  ride. 

To  be  avenged  of  that  shot  wh;f  leare : 

But  he  was  not  so  hardy  to  abide 

That  bitter  stownd,  but*,  turning  quicke  aside 

His  light- foot  beasts  fled  fast  away  for  feare : 

Whom  to  poursue,  the  Infant  after  hide 

So  fast  as  nis  good  courser  could  him  beare : 

But  labour  lost  it  was  to  weene  i^^proch  him  neare. 

Far  as  the  winged  wind  his  tigre  fled,  26 

That  vew  of  ^e  could  scarse  him  overtake, 

Ne  scarse  his  feet  on  ground  were  scene  to  tred ; 

Through  hils  and  dales  he  speedy  way  did  make, 

Ne  hedge  ne  ditch  his  readie  passage  brake. 

And  in  nis  flight  the  villeine  tum'd  his  face, 

(As  wonts  the  Tartar  b^  the  Caspian  lake, 

Whenas  the  Bussian  lum  in  fight  does  chace,) 

Unto  his  tygres  taile,  and  shot  at  him  apace. 

Apace  he  shot,  and  yet  he  fled  apace,  27 

Still  as  the  greedy  knight  nigh  to  him  drew ; 

And  oftentimes  he  would  relent  his  pace. 

That  him  his  foe  more  fiercely  should  poursew : 

But,  when  his  uncouth  manner  he  did  vew, 

He  gan  avize  to  foUow  him  no  more. 

But  Keepe  his  standing,  and  his  shaftes  eschew, 

Until  he  quite  had  spent  his  perlous  store. 

And  then  assay le  him  fresh,  ere  he  could  shift  for  more. 

But  that  lame  hag,  still  as  abroad  he  strew  SB 

His  wicked  arrowes,  gathered  them  againe. 

And  to  him  brought,  fresh  batteill  to  renew ; 

Which  he  espying  cast  her  to  restraine 

From  yielding  succour  to  that  cursed  swaine. 

And  her  attaching  thought  her  hands  to  tye ; 

But,  soone  as  hiin  dismounted  on  the  plaine 

That  other  ha^  did  far  away  espye 

Binding  her  sister,  she  to  him  ran  hastily; 

Digitized  by  CjOOQIC 


248  THB  FABBIB  QUBBKB. 

And  catcHing  liold  of  him,  as  downe  he  lent,  29 

Him  backewarde  overthrew,  and  downe  him  stajd 

With  their  rude  handes  and  gryesly  graplement; 

Till  that  the  villein,  comming  to  their  ayd, 

Upon  him  fell,  and  lode  upon  him  layd : 

Full  litle  wanted,  but  he  had  him  slaine, 

And  of  the  battell  balefull  end  had  made. 

Had  not  his  gentle  squire  beheld  his  paine, 

And  commen  to  his  reskew  ere  his  bitter  bane. 

So  greatest  and  most  glorious  thing  on  ground  8d 

Mav  often  need  the  helpe  of  weaker  hand; 

So  feeble  is  mans  state,  and  life  unsound, 

That  in  assuraunce  it  may  never  stand. 

Till  it  dissolved  be  from  earthly  band ! 

Proofe  be  thou,  prince,  the  prowest  man  alyre, 

And  noblest  borne  of  all  in  Triton  land  ; 

Yet  thee  fierce  Fortune  did  so  nearely  drive, 

That  had  not  Grrace  thee  blest,  thou  shouldest  not  survive. 

The  squjrre  arriving,  fiercelv  in  his  armes  31 

Snatcht  first  the  one,  and  then  the  other  jade, 

His  chiefest  letta  and  authors  of  his  harmes, 

And  them  perforce  withheld  with  threatned  blade. 

Least  that  his  lord  they  should  behinde  invade ; 

The  whiles  the  prince,  prickt  with  reprochful  shame 

As  one  awakte  out  of  long  slombring  shade, 

!Revivyng  thought  of  glory  and  of  fame, 

United  all  his  powres  to  purge  himselfe  from  blame. 

Like  as  a  fire,  the  which  in  hollow  cave  32 

Hath  long  bene  underkept  and  down  supprest, 

With  murmurous  disdayne  doth  inly  rave, 

And  grudge,  in  so  strei^ht  prison  to  be  prest, 

At  last  breakes  forth  with  nirious  unrest, 

And  strives  to  mount  unto  his  native  seat ; 

All  that  did  earst  it  hinder  and  molest, 

Yt  now  devoures  with  flames  and  scorching  heat. 

And  carries  into  smoake  with  rage  and  horror  great. 

So  mightelv  the  Briton  prince  him  rouzd  33 

Out  of  his  nolde,  and  broke  his  caytive  bands ; 
And  as  a  beare,  whom  angry  curres  have  touzd. 
Having  ofi^-shakt  them  and  escapt  their  hands, 
Becomes  more  fell,  and  all  that  oim  withstands 
Treads  down  and  overthrowes.    Now  had  the  carle 
Alighted  from  his  tigre,  and  his  hands 
Discharged  of  his  bow  and  deadly  quarle, 
To  seize  upon  his  foe  flatt  lying  on  the  marie. 
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"Whicli  now  him  turnd  to  disavantage  deare ;  34 

For  neither  can  he  fly,  nor  other  hi^e, 

But  trust  nnto  his  strength  and  manhood  meare, 

Sith  now  he  is  far  from  his  monstrous  swarme, 

And  of  his  weapons  did  himselfe  disarme. 

The  knight  yet  wrothfiill  for  his  late  disgrace, 

Fiercely  advaunst  his  valorous  right  arme, 

And  him  so  sore  smott  with  his  yron  maco. 

That  groyeling  to  the  ground  he  feU,  and  fild  his  place. 

Wei  weened  hee  that  field  was  then  his  owne,  35 

And  all  his  labor  brought  to  happy  end ; 

When  suddein  up  the  villeine  overthrowne 

Out  of  his  swowne  arose,  fresh  to  contend, 

And  gan  himselfe  to  second  battaill  bend. 

As  hurt  he  had  not  beene.    Thereby  there  lay 

An  huge  great  stone,  which  stood  upon  one  end. 

And  had  not  bene  removed  many  a  day : 

Some  land-marke  seemd  to  be,  or  signe  of  sundry  way: 

The  same  he  snatcht,  and  with  exceeding  sway  36 

Threw  at  his  foe,  who  was  right  well  aware 

To  shonne  the  engine  of  his  meant  decay; 

It  booted  not  to  thinke  that  throw  to  beare, 

But  grownd  he  gave,  and  lightly  lept  areare ; 

Eft  fierce  retouming,  as  a  foulcon  fayre. 

That  once  hath  failed  of  her  souse  full  neare, 

Bemoimts  againe  into  the  open  ayre. 

And  unto  better  fortune  doth  herselfe  prepayre : 

So  brave  retouming,  with  his  brandisht  blade,  37 

He  to  the  carle  himselfe  agayn  addrest, 

And  strooke  at  him  so  sterneljr,  that  he  made 

An  open  passage  through  his  riven  brest, 

That  nalfe  the  Steele  behind  his  backe  did  rest ; 

Which  drawing  backe,  he  looked  evermore 

When  the  hart  blood  should  gush  out  of  his  chest, 

Or  his  dead  corse  should  fall  upon  the  flore ; 

But  his  dead  corse  upon  the  flore  fell  nathemore : 

Ne  drop  of  blood  appeared  shed  to  bee,  33 

All  were  the  wownd  so  wide  and  wonderous 

That  through  his  carcas  one  might  playnly  see. 

Halfe  in  amaze  with  horror  hideous. 

And  halfe  in  rage  to  be  deluded  thus, 

Again  through  both  the  sides  he  strooke  him  quight. 

That  made  his  spright  to  axone  full  piteous ; 

Yet  nathemore  iortn  fled  nis  groning  spright. 

But  freshly,  as  at  first,  prepanl  himselte  to  fight. 
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Thereat  he  gmitten  was  with  mat  afifriffht,  30 

And  ^mbling  terror  did  his  hart  appal] ; 

Ne  wist  he  what  to  thinke  of  that  same  sight, 

Ne  what  to  say,  ne  what  to  doe  at  all : 

He  doubted  least  it  were  some  magicall 

Illusion  that  did  beguile  his  sense, 

Or  wandrin^  ghost  that  wanted  funerall. 

Or  aery  apinte  under  false  pretence, 

Or  hellish  feend  raysd  up  through  divelish  soienoe. 

His  wonder  far  exceeded  reasons  reach.  40 

That  he  began  to  doubt  his  dazeled  sight. 

And  oft  of  error  did  himselfe  appeach : 

Flesh  without  blood,  a  person  without  spright, 

Wounds  without  hurt,  a  body  without  mignt. 

That  could  doe  hanne,  yet  could  not  harmed  bee. 

That  could  not  die,  yet  seemd  a  roortall  wight. 

That  was  most  strong  in  most  infirmitee ; 

like  did  he  never  heare,  like  did  he  never  see. 

Awhile  he  stood  in  this  astonishment^  41 

Yet  would  he  not  for  all  his  great  dismay 

Give  over  to  effect  his  first  intent, 

And  th*  utmost  meanes  of  victoiy  assay, 

Or  th'  utmost  yssew  of  his  owne  decay. 

His  owne  good  sword  Mordure,  that  never  fayld 

At  need  till  now,  he  lightly  threw  away, 

And  his  bright  shield  that  nought  him  now  avayld; 

And  with  his  naked  hands  him  forcibly  assayld. 

Twixt  his  two  mighty  annei  him  up  he  snatcht,  4S 

And  crusht  his  carcas  so  against  his  brest, 

That  the  disdainftdl  sowle  he  thence  dispatcht, 

And  ih!  ydle  breath  idl  utterly  exprest : 

Tho,  when  he  felt  him  dead,  adowne  he  kest 

The  lumpish  corse  unto  the  sencelesse  grownd ; 

Adowne  he  kest  it  with  so  puissant  wrent. 

That  backe  a^ne  it  did  aXofte  rebownd. 

And  gave  agunit  his  mother  Earth  a  gronefuU  sownd. 

As  when  loves  hamesse-bearing  bird  from  h3re  43 

Stoupes  at  a  flying  heron  with  proud  di8da3aie, 

The  stone-dead  quarrery  falls  so  forciblye. 

That  yt  rebownos  agauist  the  lowly  pkyne, 

A  second  fall  redoubling  backe  agayne. 

Ilien  thought  the  prince  all  peril  sure  was  past, 

And  that  he  victor  onely  didremayne ; 

Ko  sooner  thought,  then  that  the  carle  as  fast 

Gan  heap  huge  strokes  on  him,  as  ere  h^  down  was  cast 
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Nigh  his  wits  end  then  woxe  th'  amazed  knight,  44 

And  thought  his  labor  lost,  and  trayell  yayne, 

Against  tms  lifelesse  shadow  so  to  fight : 

Yet  life  he  saw,  and  felt  his  mighty  mayne, 

That,  whiles  he  marveild  still,  did  still  him  payne ; 

Forthy  he  gan  some  other  wayes  advize, 

How  to  take  life  from  that  da&d-Hying  swayne, 

"Whom  still  he  marked  fireehly  to  arize 

From  th'  earth,  and  from  her  womb  new  spirits  to  reprize. 

Ho  then  remembred  well,  that  had  bene  sayd,  45 

How  th'  Earth  his  mother  was,  and  first  biim  bore; 

She  eke,  so  ofben  as  his  life  decayd, 

Did  life  with  usury  to  him  restore. 

And  re3rsd  him  up  much  stronger  than  before. 

So  soone  as  he  unto  her  womli^  did  fidl : 

Therefore  to  grownd  he  would  him  cast  no  more, 

Ne  him  committ  to  grave  terrestriall, 

But  beare  him  farre  from  hope  of  succour  usuall. 

Tho  up  he  caught  him  twixt  his  puissant  hands,  46 

And  haYing  scruzd  out  of  his  carrion  corse 

The  lothfull  life,  now  loosd  from  sinfull  bands. 

Upon  his  shoulders  carried  him  perforse 

AooTe  three  furlongs,  taking  his  full  course, 

Until  he  came  unto  a  standing  lake : 

Him  thereinto  he  threw  without  remorse, 

Ne  stird,  till  hope  of  life  did  him  forsake : 

So  end  of  that  carles  da3Fes  and  his  owne  paynes  did  make. 

Which  when  those  wicked  hags  from  far  did  spye,  47 

Like  two  mad  dogs  the^  ran  about  the  lands ; 

And  th'  one  of  them  with  dreadfull  yelling  crre. 

Throwing  awaye  her  broken  chaines  and  bands. 

And  havrng  quencht  her  burmng  fier-brands, 

Hedlong  herselfe  did  cast  into  that  lake ; 

But  Impotence  with  her  owne  wilfull  hands 

One  of  Malegers  cursed  dartes  did  take. 

So  ryr'd  her  trembling  hart,  and  wicked  end  did  make. 

Thus  now  alone  he  conqueror  remaines :  43 

Tho,  oumming  to  his  8qu3rre  that  kept  his  steed, 

Thought  to  have  mounted;  but  his  feeble  yaines 

Him  faild  thereto  and  served  not  his  need, 

Through  losse  of  blood  which  from  his  wounds  did  bleed, 

That  he  began  to  faint,  and  life  decay: 

But  his  good  squyre,  him  helping  up  with  speed. 

With  stedfast  hand  upon  his  horse  did  stay, 

And  led  him  to  the  castle  by  the  beaten  way. 

le 
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Where  many  groomes  and  squiers  ready  were  49 

To  take  him  from  his  steed  full  tenderly ; 

And  eke  the  fayrest  Alma  mett  him  there 

With  balme,  and  wine,  and  costly  spicery. 

To  comfort  him  in  his  infirmity: 

Eftsoones  she  causd  him  up  to  be  convayd. 

And  of  his  armes  despoyled  easily; 

In  sumptuous  bed  shee  made  him  to  be  layd : 

And,  al  the  while  his  wounds  were  dressing,  by  him  stayd. 


CANTO  XII. 

Gayon  by  palmen  goveniaunce. 

Passing  throagh  perilles  great. 
Doth  oTertbrow  the  Bowre  of  BlJs, 

Aad  Acrasy  defeat. 

Now  firinnes  that  goodly  frame  of  Temperaunce  1 

Fayrefy  to  rise,  and  her  adorned  hed 

To  pricke  of  highest  prayse  forth  to  advaunce. 

Formerly  grounded  and  fast  setteled 

On  firme  foimdation  of  true  boun^hed: 

And  this  brave  knight,  that  for  this  vertue  fi^htes. 

Now  comes  to  point  of  that  same  perilous  sted, 

Where  Pleasure  dwelles  in  sensuail  delights, 

Mongst  thousand  dangers  and  ten  thousand  magick  mights. 

Two  dayes  now  in  that  sea  he  sayled  has,  2 

Ne  ever  land  beheld,  ne  living  wi^ht, 

Ne  ought  save  perill,  still  as  he  did  pas: 

Tho,  wnen  appeared  the  third  morrow  bright 

Upon  the  waves  to  spred  her  trembling  light, 

An  hideous  roaring  tar  away  they  heard. 

That  all  their  sences  filled  with  afiright; 

And  streight  they  saw  the  raging  surges  reard 

Up  to  the  skyes,  that  them  of  drowning  made  afieard. 

Said  then  the  boteman,  '*  Palmer,  stere  aright  3 

And  keepe  an  even  course ;  for  yonder  way 

We  neeaes  must  pas  (God  doe  us  well  acquight !) 

That  is  the  Gulfe  of  Grreedinesse,  they  say. 

That  deepe  engorgeth  all  this  worldes  pray; 

Which  haying  swallowd  up  excessively. 

He  soone  in  vomit  up  againe  doth  lay. 

And  belcheth  forth  his  superfluity. 

That  all  the  seas  for  feare  doe  seeme  away  to  fly. 
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**  On  til'  other  syde  an  hideons  rock  is  pight  4 

Of  mighty  magnes  stone,  whose  craggie  clift 

Depending  from  on  high,  dreadfull  to  si^ht, 

Over  the  waves  his  rugged  armes  doth  lift. 

And  threatneth  downe  to  throw  his  ragged  rift 

On  whoso  Cometh  nigh:  yet  ni^h  it  drowes 

All  passengers,  that  none  from  it  can  shift : 

For,  whiles  they  fly  that  gulfe's  devouring  iawes. 

They  on  the  rock  are  rent,  and  sunck  in  helples  wawes." 

Forward  ihesr  passe,  and  strongly  he  them  rowes,  5 

TJntill  they  nign  imto  that  gulfe  arryve, 

"Where  streame  more  violent  and  greedy  growes : 

Then  he  with  all  his  puisaunce  dotn  stryve 

To  strike  his  oares,  and  mightily  doth  dryve 

The  hollow  vessell  through  the  threatfull  wave; 

"Which,  gaping  wide  to  swallow  them  alyve 

In  th'  huge  abysse  of  his  engulfing  grave. 

Doth  rore  at  tnem  in  vaine,  and  wim  great  terrour  rave. 

They,  passing  by,  that  ^ely  mouth  did  see  6 

Sucking  the  seas  into  his  entralles  deope, 

Tliat  seemd  more  horrible  than  hell  to  bee, 

Or  that  darke  dreadfull  hole  of  Tartare  steepe. 

Through  which  the  damned  ghosts  doen  often  creep 

Backe  to  the  world,  bad  livers  to  torment: 

But  nought  that  falles  into  this  direfuU  deepe, 

Ke  that  approcheth  nigh  the  wyde  deseent, 

May  backe  retoume,  but  is  condemned  to  be  drent. 

On  th'  other  side  they  saw  that  perilous  rocke,  7 

Threatning  itselfe  on  them  to  ruinate, 

On  whose  sharp  chftes  the  ribs  of  vessels  broke ; 

And  shivered  snips,  which  had  beene  wrecked  late, 

Yet  stuck  with  carcases  exanimate 

Of  such,  as  having  all  their  substance  spent 

In  wanton  ioyes  and  lustes  intemperate, 

Did  afterwardes  make  shipwrack  violent 

Both  of  their  life  and  fame  for  ever  fowly  blent. 

Forthy  this  hight  the  Eook  of  vile  Beproch,  8 

A  daungerous  and  detestable  pla<^, 

To  which  nor  fish  nor  fowle  did  once  approch. 

But  yelling  meawes,  with  seagulles,  hc^rs,  and  bace^ 

And  cormoyraunts,  with  birds  of  ravenous  rap^ 

Which  still  sat  wayting  on  that  wastfull  clift 

For  spoilo  of  wretches,  whose  unhappy  cace. 

After  lost  credit  and  consumed  thnft. 

At  latt  them  driven  hath  to  this  despairefull  drifL 
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The  palmer,  seemg  them  in  safetie  past,  9 

Thus  saide :  "  Behold  th'  enaami^es  in  our  sightea 

Of  liiBtMl  luxurie  and  thrifdease  waat ! 

What  now  is  left  of  miserable  wightes. 

Which  spent  their  looser  daies  in  lend  delightes. 

But  shame  and  sad  reproob,  here  to  be  red 

By  these  rent  reliques  speaking  their  ill-plightes ! 

Let  all  that  live  hereby  be  counselled 

To  shunne  Bock  of  Beproch,  and  it  as  death  to  dreadl" 

So  forth  they  rowed;  and  that  ferryman  10 

With  his  stine  oares  did  brush  the  sea  so  strong, 

That  the  hoare  waters  from  his  frigot  ran, 

And  the  light  bubles  daunced  all  along, 

Whiles  the  salt  brine  out  of  the  billowes  sprong. 

At  last,  far  off,  they  many  islandes  spy 

On  every  side  floting  the  floodes  emong : 

Then  said  the  knight;  "  Lo!  I  the  land  deaciy ; 

Therefore,  old  syre,  thy  course  doe  thereunto  apply." 

"  That  may  not  bee,"  said  then  the  fenyman*  11 

"  Least  wee  unweetiug  hap  to  be  fordonne : 

For  those  same  islaD(&,  seeming  now  and  than, 

Are  not  firme  land,  nor  any  certein  wonne. 

But  stra^ling  plots,  which  to  and  fro  doe  ronne 

In  the  wide  waters :  therefore  are  they  hight 

The  Wandring  Islands :  therefore  doe  them  shonne; 

For  they  have  oft  drawne  many  a  wandring  wight 

Into  most  deadly  daunger  and  distressed  pught. 

"  Yet  well  they  seeme  to  him,  that  farre  doth  vew,  12 

Both  faire  and  fruitful!,  and  the  grownd  dispred 

With  grassv  greene  of  delectable  hew ; 

And  the  tall  trees  with  leaves  appareled 

Are  deckt  with  blossoms  dyde  in  white  and  rod* 

That  mote  the  passengers  mereto  allure ; 

But  whosoever  once  hath  fastened 

His  foot  thereon,  may  never  it  recure. 

But  wandreth  evermore  unoertein  and  unsure^ 

"  As  th'  isle  of  Delos  whylome,  men  report*  13 

Amid  th'  Aegsean  sea  long  time  did  stray, 

Ne  made  for  shipping  any  oerteine  port. 

Till  that  Latona  traveiliDg  that  way, 

Flving  from  lunoes  wrath  and  hard  assay. 

Of  her  fayre  twins  was  there  delivered. 

Which  afterwards  did  rule  the  ni^t  and  dajs 

Thenceforth  it  firmely  was  estabh^ed, 

And  for  ApoUoes  temple  highly  henifid." 
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Tb^  to  hbn  liearken,  as  beseemeth  meete ;  1^ 

And  paMe  on  forward:  so  their  way  does  ly, 

That  one  of  those  same  islands,  which  doe  fleet 

Xn  the  wide  sea,  they  needes  must  passen  by, 

"Which  seemd  so  sweet  and  pleasaunt  to  the  eye. 

That  it  would  tempt  a  man  to  touchen  there : 

Upon  the  banck  they  sitting  did  espy 

A  daintie  damsell  dressing  of  her  heare, 

By  whom  a  httle  skippet  loting  did  appeare. 

She  them  espying,  loud  to  them  gan  call,  15 

Bidding  them  nigher  draw  unto  the  shore. 

For  she  had  cause  to  busie  them  withall ; 

And  therewith  lowdly  laught;  but  nathemore 

Would  they  once  tume,  but  kept  on  as  afore : 

Which  when  she  saw,  she  left  her  lockes  undight, 

And  running  to  her  boat  withouten  ore, 

From  the  departiiu^  land  it  launched  light, 

And  after  them  did  drive  with  all  her  power  and  might. 

Whom  orertaking,  she  in  merry  sort  16 

Then  fan  to  borcTand  puroose  diversly; 

l^ow  fainin^  dalliaunce  ana  wanton  sport, 

Now  throwing  forth  lewd  wordes  immodestly; 

Till  that  the  palmer  gan  full  bitterly 

Her  to  rebuke,  for  being  loose  and  light: 

Which  not  abiding,  but  more  scornfully 

Scoffing  at  him  that  did  her  lastly  wite, 

She  tumd  her  bote  about,  and  m>m  them  rowed  guite. 

That  was  the  wanton  Phsedria,  which  late  17 

Did  ferry  him  over  the  Idle  Lake : 

Whom  nought  regarding  they  kept  on  their  gate, 

And  all  her  vaine  allurements  did  forsake: 

When  them  the  warr  boteman  thus  bespalce; 

"  Here  now  behoveth  us  well  to  avrse, 

And  of  our  safety  good  heede  to  take; 

For  here  before  a  perlous  passage  lyes. 

Where  many  mermayds  haunt,  making  false  melodies. 

"Bu  18 
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The  dreadful  fish,  that  hath  deBerv'd  the  name  M 

Of  Death,  and  Uke  him  lookes  in  dreadfall  hew ; 

The  ffriesly  wasserman,  that  makes  his  game 

The  flying  ships  with  swiftnes  to  pursew; 

The  homble  sea-satyre,  that  doth  shew 

His  fearefull  face  in  time  of  greatest  storme; 

Huge  zifBns,  whom  mariners  eschew 

No  lesse  than  rockes,  as  travellers  informe ; 

And  greedy  rosmarines  with  visages  deforme: 

AH  these,  and  thousand  thousands  many  more,  25 

And  more  deformed  monsters  thousand  fold, 

With  dreadfull  noise  and  hoUow  rombling  rore 

Came  rushing,  in  the  fomy  waves  enrold, 

Which  seem'd  to  fly  for  feare  them  to  behold: 

Ne  wonder,  if  these  did  the  knight  appall; 

For  all  that  here  on  earth  we  dreadfull  hold, 

Be  but  as  bugs  to  fearen  babes  withall. 

Compared  to  the  creatures  in  the  seas  entdill. 

*'  Feare  nought/'  then  aside  the  palmer  well  aviz'd,  26 

"  For  these  same  monsters  are  not  these  in  deed. 

But  are  into  these  fearefull  shapes  disguiz'd 

By  that  same  wicked  witch,  to  worke  mb  dreed, 

And  draw  from  on  this  iourney  to  proceed." 

Tho,  lifting  up  his  vertuous  stafle  on  hye. 

He  smote  the  sea,  which  calmed  was  wiUi  speed. 

And  all  that  dreadfnll  armie  fast  gan  five 

Into  great  Tethys  bosome,  where theyhidden lye. 

Quit  from  that  danger  forth  their  course  they  kept ;        27 

And  as  they  went  they  heard  a  rueiull  ciy 

Of  one  that  wayld  and  pittiftQly  wept, 

That  through  the  sea  th'  resounding  plaints  did  fly : 

At  last  they  in  an  island  did  espy 

A  seemelv  maiden,  sitting  by  the  shore, 

That  with  great  sorrow  and  sad  agony 

Seemed  some  great  misfortune  to  deplore. 

And  lowd  to  them  for  succour  called  evermore. 

Which  Ghiyon  hearing,  streight  his  palmer  bad  28 

To  stere  the  bote  towards  that  dolemll  mayd. 

That  he  might  know  and  ease  her  sorrow  sad: 

Who,  him  avizing  better,  to  him  sayd ; 

'*  Faire  sir,  be  not  displeasd  if  disobayd: 

For  ill  it  were  to  hearaen  to  her  cry; 

For  she  is  inly  nothing  ill  apayd; 

But  onely  womanish  fine  forgery. 

Your  stubbome  hart  t'affect  with  fruile  infirmity: 
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'*  To  which  when  she  your  oourage  hath  inolind  29 

Through  foolish  pitty,  then  her  guii^ull  bayt 

She  wul  embosome  deeper  in  your  mind. 

And  for  your  mine  at  the  last  awayt." 

The  kni^t  was  ruled,  and  the  boteman  strayt 

Held  on  his  course  with  stayed  stedfastnesse, 

Ne  ever  shroncke,  ne  ever  sought  to  bayt 

His  tyred  armes  for  toylcsome  weannesse ; 

But  with  his  oares  did  sweepe  the  watry  wiidemesBe. 

And  now  they  nigh  approched  to  the  sted  80 

Whereas  those  mermayds  dwelt:  it  was  a  still 

And  calmy  bav,  on  th'  one  side  sheltered 

With  the  orode  shadow  of  an  hoarie  hill ; 

On  th'  other  side  an  high  rocke  toured  still. 

That  twixt  them  both  a  pleasaunt  port  they  made, 

And  did  like  an  halfe  theatre  fulfill: 

There  those  five  sisters  had  continuall  trade. 

And  usd  to  bath  UiemselyeB  in  that  deoeiptfull  shade. 

They  were  faire  ladies,  tiQ  they  fondly  striY*d  SI 

With  th*  Heliconian  Maides  for  maystery; 

Of  whom  they  over-comen  were  depriv'd 

Of  their  proud  beautie,  and  th'  one  moyity 

Transform'd  to  fish  for  their  bold  surauediy; 

But  th'  upper  halfe  their  hew  retayned  still. 

And  their  sweet  skill  in  wonted  melody; 

Which  ever  after  they  abusd  to  ill, 

T*  allure  weake  trayeiUers,  whom  gotten  they  did  kilL 

So  now  to  Guyon,  as  he  passed  by,  82 

Their  pleasaunt  tunes  they  sweetly  thus  applyde; 

"  O  thou  fayre  sonne  of  gentle  Faery, 

That  art  in  mightie  armes  most  magnifyde 

Aboye  all  knights  that  eyer  batteil  fiyde, 

O  turoe  thy  rudder  hetherward  awhile : 

Here  may  thy  storme-bett  yessell  safely  lyde; 

This  is  the  port  of  rest  firom  troublous  toyle. 

The  worlds  sweet  in  from  paine  and  wearisome  turrnQyle.** 

With  that  the  rolling  sea,  resounding  s<^  88 

In  his  biff  base  them  fitly  answered; 

And  on  me  rocke  the  waves  breaking  aloft 

A  solemne  meane  unto  them  measured; 

The  whiles  sweet  Zephyrus  lowd  whisteled 

His  treble,  a  straunge  kinds  of  harmony; 

Which  Guyons  senses  sofUy  ticketed, 

That  he  the  boteman  bad  row  easily. 

And  let  him  heare  some  part  of  their  rare  melo49r* 
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Bnt  him  the  palmer  from  that  yanity  34 

With  temperate  adyice  disconnseUed, 

That  they  it  past,  and  shortly  gan  descry 

The  land  to  which  their  course  they  levelled; 

When  suddeinly  a  grosse  fog  over  spred 

With  his  doll  Ti^^oiir  all  that  desert  has. 

And  heavens  chearefull  face  enveloi>ed« 

That  all  things  one,  and  one  as  nothing  was. 

And  this  great  miiverse  seemd  one  confnsed  mas. 

Thereat  they  greatly  were  dismay  d,  ne  wist  33 

How  to  direct  theyr  way  in  darkenes  wide. 

Bat  feard  to  wander  in  that  wastefull  mist, 

For  tombling  into  misohiefe  miespyde : 

Worse  is  the  dannger  hidden  then  desoride. 

Suddeinly  an  innumerable  flight 

Of  harmeiull  fowles  about  them  flattering  cride, 

And  with  their  wicked  wingB  them  ofte  did  smight, 

And  sore  annoyed,  groping  in  that  grieely  night. 

Even  all  the  nataon  of  unfortunate       ,  3d 

And  fatall  birds  about  them  flocked  were. 

Such  as  by  nature  men  abhorre  and  hate; 

The  ill-faste  owle,  deaths  dreadfull  messengere; 

The  hoars  ni^t-raven,  trump  of  dolefoll  driere; 

The  lether-wmged  batt,  day;es  enimy; 

The  ruefoll  strich,  still  waiting  on  me  here; 

The  whistler  shrill,  that  whoso  heares  doth  dy ; 

The  hellish  harpyes,  prophets  of  sad  destiny : 

All  those,  and  all  that  els  does  horror  breed,  37 

About  them  flew,  and  fild  their  sayles  with  feare : 

Yet  stayd  they  not,  but  forward  did  proceed. 

Whiles  th*  one  did  row,  and  th'  other  stifly  steare ; 

Till  that  at  last  the  weather  gan  to  deare. 

And  the  faire  land  itselfe  did  playnly  show. 

Said  then  the  pahner ;  "  Lo  1  where  does  appeare 

The  sacred  soile  where  all  our  periUs  grow  f 

Therefore,  Sir  Knight,  your  ready  arms  about  you  throw.*' 

He  hearkned,  and  his  armes  about  him  tooke,  38 

The  whiles  the  nimble  bote  so  well  her  sped, 

That  with  her  crooked  keele  the  haid  she  strooke : 

Q^ien  forth  the  noble  Guyon  saUied, 

And  his  sage  palmer  that  him  governed; 

But  th'  oU^  Dv  his  bote  behind  did  stay. 

Thev  marched  fayrlr  forth,  of  nought  ydred, 

Both  firmely  armd  for  every  hard  assay, 

With  oonatanpy  and  caie,  gainst  daunger  aad  dismay. 
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Ere  long  they  heard  an  hideous  bellowing  89 

Of  many  beasts,  that  roard  outrageously, 

As  if  that  hungers  po;nit  or  Venus  sting 

Had  them  enraged  with  fell  surquedry ; 

Yet  nought  they  feard,  but  past  on  hardily, 

Untill  they  came  in  vew  of  those  wilde  beasts, 

Who  all  attonce,  gaping  full  greedily, 

And  rearing  fercely  theur  upstaring  crests, 

Ean  towarcb  to  devour  those  unexpected  guests. 

But,  soone  as  they  approcht  with  deadly  threat,  40 

The  palmer  over  them  his  stafie  upheld. 

His  mightie  staffe,  that  could  all  charmes  defeat: 

Eftsoones  their  stubbome  corages  were  aueld, 

And  high  advaunced  crests  downe  meekely  feld; 

Instead  of  fraying  they  themselves  did  feare. 

And  trembled,  as  them  passing  they  beheld: 

Such  wondrous  powre  did  in  that  staffe  appeare. 

All  monsters  to  subdew  to  him  that  did  it  beare. 

Of  that  same  wood  it  fram'd  was  cunningly,  41 

Of  which  Caduceus  whilome  was  made, 

Caduceus,  the  rod  of  Mercury, 

"With  which  he  wonts  the  Stygian  realmes  invade 

Through  ghastly  horror  and  etemall  shade; 

Th'  infemaU  feends  with  it  he  can  asswage, 

And  Orcus  tame,  whome  nothing  can  persuade. 

And  rule  the  Fury es  when  thev  most  doe  rage; 

Such  vertue  in  his  stafie  had  eke  this  palmer  sage. 

Thence  passing  forth,  they  shortljr  doe  arryro  42 

Whereas  the  Bowre  of  Bliss  was  situate; 

A  place  pickt  out  by  choyce  of  best  alyve. 

That  natures  worke  by  art  can  imitate : 

In  which  whatever  in  this  worldly  state 

Is  sweete  and  pleasing  unto  living  sense. 

Or  that  may  dayntest  fantasy  aggrate, 

Was  poured  forth  with  plentifiuldispence, 

And  made  there  to  abound  with  lavish  affluence. 

Groodlr  it  was  enclosed  rownd  about,  43 

As  well  their  entred  guestes  to  keep  within. 

As  those  xmruly  beasts  to  hold  without ; 

Yet  was  the  fence  thereof  but  weake  and  thin ; 

Nought  feard  their  force,  that  fortilage  to  win, 

But  Wisedomes  powre,  and  Tenoperaunces  migh^ 

By  which  the  mightiest  things  e£forcod  bin : 

And  eke  the  gate  was  wrou^t  of  substaunce  lighti 

liather  for  pleasure  then  for  battery  or  fight 
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Yt  framed  was  of  precious  yrory,  44 

That  seemd  a  worke  of  admirable  witt ; 

And  therein  all  the  famous  history 

Of  lason  and  Medsea  was  y  writt ; 

Her  mighty  charmes,  her  furious  loving  fitt ; 

His  goodly  conquest  of  the  golden  fleece. 

His  falsed  fayth,  and  love  too  lightly  flitt ; 

The  wondred  Argo,  which  in  venturous  peece 

First  through  the  Eudne  seas  bore  all  the  flowr  of  Greece. 

Ye  might  have  seen  the  frothy  billowes  fiy  4> 

Under  the  ship  as  thorough  them  she  went, 

That  seemd  the  waves  were  into  yroiy, 

Or  yvory  into  the  waves  were  sent ; 

And  otherwhere  the  snowy  substaunce  sprent 

With  vermeil,  like  the  boyes  blood  therein  shed, 

A  piteous  spectacle  did  represent ; 

And  otherwhiles  with  gold  besprinkeled 

Yt  seemed  th'  enchaunted  flame,  which  did  Crcusa  wed. 

AH  this  and  more  might  in  that  goodly  gate  4G 

Be  red,  that  ever  open  stood  to  all 

Which  thether  came :  but  in  the  porch  there  sate 

A  comely  personage  of  stature  tall, 

And  sembiaunce  pleasing,  more  than  naturoll, 

That  travelers  to  him  seemd  to  entize ; 

His  looser  garment  to  the  ground  did  faU, 

And  flew  about  his  heeles  in  wanton  wize, 

Not  fitt  for  speedy  pace  or  manly  exercize. 

They  in  that  place  him  Crenius  did  call :  47 

Not  that  celestiall  Powre,  to  whom  the  care 

Of  life,  and  generation  of  all 

That  lives,  perteines  in  charge  particulare, 

Who  wondrous  things  concemmg  our  welfare, 

And  straun^e  phantomes,  doth  lett  us  ofke  foresee, 

And  ofte  ofsecret  ills  bids  us  beware : 

That  is  our  Selfe,  whom  though  we  do  not  see, 

Yet  each  doth  in  himselfe  it  well  perceive  to  bee : 

Therefore  a  god  him  sage  Antiauity  43 

Did  wisely  make,  and  good  Agdistes  call ; 

But  this  same  was  to  that  quite  contrary, 

The  foe  of  life,  that  good  envyes  to  all, 

That  secretly  doth  us  procure  to  fall 

Through  guileful!  semblants,  which  he  makes  us  see; 

He  of  this  gardin  had  the  govemaU, 

And  Pleasures  porter  was  devizd  to  bee, 

Holding  a  stafie  in  hand  for  more  formalitee. 
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With  diyerse  flowres  he  damtily  was  deckt,  49 

And  strowed  rownd  about;  ana  l^  his  aide 

A  mighty  mazer  bowle  of  wine  was  sett, 

As  if  it  had  to  him  bene  sacrifide ; 

Wherewith  all  new-oome  guests  he  gratyfide : 

So  did  he  eke  Sir  Guy  on  passing  by; 

But  he  his  ydle  curtesie  defide. 

And  OTertlurew  his  bowle  disdainfully, 

And  broke  his  staffe,  with  which  he  charmed  semblants  sly. 

Thus  being  entred  they  behold  arownd  60 

A  large  and  spacious  plaine,  on  every  side 

Strowed  with  pleasauns ;  whose  fayre  grassy  grownd 

Mantled  with  greene,  and  goodly  beautifide 

With  all  the  ornaments  of  Floraes  pnde. 

Wherewith  her  mother  Art,  as  halle  in  scome 

Of  niggard  Nature,  like  a  pompous  bride 

Did  decke  her,  and  too  lavishly  adome. 

When  forth  from  virgin  bowre  she  comes  in'  th*  early  mome. 

Thereto  the  hevens  alwayes  joviall  61 

Lookte  on  them  lovely,  still  m  stedfaste  state, 

Ne  sufired  storme  nor  frost  on  them  to  fall, 

Their  tender  buds  or  leaves  to  violate : 

Nor  scorching  heat,  nor  cold  intemperate, 

T*  afflict  the  creatures  which  therein  did  dwell ; 

But  the  milde  ayre  with  season  moderate 

Gently  attempred,  and  disposd  so  weU, 

That  still  it  breathed  forth  sweet  spirit  and  holesom  smell : 

More  sweet  and  holesome  then  the  pleasaunt  hill  53 

Of  Bhodope,  on  which  the  nymphe,  that  bore 

A  gyaunt  babe,  herselfe  for  griefe  did  kill ; 

Or  the  Thessalian  Tempo,  where  of  yore 

Fayre  Daphne  PhoBbus  hart  with  love  did  goro ; 

Or  Ida,  where  the  ^ods  lov'd  to  repayre, 

Whenever  they  their  hevenly  bowres  forlore ; 

Or  sweet  Pamasse  the  haunt  of  muses  fayre : 

Or  Eden  selfe,  if  ought  with  Eden  mote  compayre. 

Much  wondred  Guyon  at  the  fayre  asp^  63 

Of  that  sweet  place,  yet  suffM  no  delight 

To  sincke  into  his  sence  nor  mind  affect ; 

But  passed  forth,  and  lookt  still  forward  right, 

Brvdling  his  will  and  maystering  his  might  : 

Tin  that  he  came  unto  anotiber  gate ; 

No  gate,  but  like  one,  being  g<^d]y  dight 

With  bowes  and  braunches,  which  did  broad  dilate 

Their  clasping  armes  in  wanton  wreathings  intricate. 


5' 


orDfc 
51 


5i 


59 


y  Google 


'  In  her  Irfl  hand  «  rup  of  gold  the  held. 
And  with  her  right  the  riper  fruit  did  roach." 

Book  11.  Canto  XII.  Ver. :«. 
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So  fkahioned  a  Dorch  with  rare  device, 
Archt  over  heaa  with  an  embracing  vine, 
Whose  bounches  han^g  downe  seemd  to  entice 
All  passers-by  to  taste  their  lushious  wine, 
■^    ^^**1  themselves  into  their  hands  incline. 
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So  faohioned  a  Boroh  with  rare  devioe,  54 

Archt  over  heaa  with  an  embracing  vine. 

Whose  bonnchee  han^g  downe  seemd  to  entice 

All  passers-by  to  taste  their  loshioos  wine, 

And  did  tiiemselves  into  their  hands  incline. 

As  freely  offering  to  be  gathered ; 

Some  deepe  empurpled  as  the  hyacine. 

Some  as  the  rubine  laughing  sweetely  red. 

Some  like  £edre  emerandes,  not  yet  well  ripened : 

And  them  amongst  some  were  of  bumisht  gold,  65 

So  made  by  art  to  beautify  the  rest, 

Which  did  themselves  emongst  the  leaves  enfold. 

As  lurking  from  the  vew  of  covetous  guest, 

That  the  weake  boughes  with  so  rich  load  opprest 

Did  bow  adowne  as  overburdened. 

Under  that  porch  a  comely  dame  did  rest    • 

Clad  in  fayre  weedes  but  towle  disordered. 

And  garments  loose  that  seemd  unmeet  for  womanhed : 

In  her  left  hand  a  cup  of  gold  she  held,  56 

And  with  her  right  the  riper  fruit  did  reach. 

Whose  sappy  liquor,  that  with  fulnesse  sweld. 

Into  her  cud  she  scruzd  with  daintie  breach 

Of  her  fine  nng:ers,  without  fowle  empeach. 

That  so  faire  winepresse  made  the  wine  more  sweet: 

Thereof  she  usd  to  give  to  drinke  to  each. 

Whom  passing  by  she  happened  to  meet : 

It  was  her  guise  all  straungers  goodly  so  to  greet. 

So  she  to  Gn^on  offred  it  to  tast ;  57 

Who,  taking  it  out  of  her  tender  bond. 

The  CUD  to  ground  did  violently  cast. 

That  an  in  peeces  it  was  broken  fond. 

And  with  the  liquor  stained  all  the  lond: 

Whereat  Excesse  exceedingly  was  wroth, 

Yet  no*te  the  same  amend,  ne  yet  withstond. 

But  suffered  him  to  passe,  all  were  she  loth ; 

Who,  nought  regardmg  her  displeasure,  forward  goth. 

There  the  most  daintie  paradise  on  ground  58 

Itselfe  doth  offer  to  his  sober  eye, 

In  which  all  pleasures  plenteously  abownd, 

And  none  does  others  happinesse  envye ; 

The  painted  ffowres ;  the  trees  upshooting  hye; 

The  dales  for  shade ;  the  hilles  for  breathing  space ; 

The  trembling  groves ;  the  christall  running  by ; 

And,  that  which  all  faire  workes  doth  most  aggrace, 

The  tat,  which  all  that  wrought,  appeared  in  no  place. 
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One  would  bare  thougjht,  (so  cunniDgly  the  rude  69 

And  scorned  partes  were  mingled  with  the  fine,) 

That  Nature  nad  for  wantonesse  ensude 

Art,  and  that  Art  at  Nature  did  repine ; 

So  striving  each  th*  other  to  undermine. 

Each  dH  the  others  worke  more  beautify; 

So  differing  both  in  wiDes  agreed  in  fine : 

So  all  agr^d,  throu^  sweete  diversity, 

This  ganlin  to  adome  with  all  variety. 

And  in  the  midst  of  all  a  fountaine  stood,  CO 

Of  richest  substance  that  on  earth  might  bee. 

So  pure  and  shiny  that  the  silver  flood 

Through  every  channell  running  one  might  sec  ; 

Most  goodly  it  with  curious  ymaireree 

Was  over-wronght,  and  shades  of  naked  boyes. 

Of  which  some  seemd  with  hvely  iollitee 

To  fly  about,  playing  their  wanton  toyes, 

Whylest  others  did  themselves  embay  in  liquid  ioyes. 

And  over  all  of  i>urest  gold  was  spred  Gl 

A  travle  of  y vie  in  his  native  hew; 

For  the  rich  metall  was  so  coloured, 

That  wight,  who  did  not  well  avis'd  it  vew. 

Would  surely  deeme  it  to  bee  jrvie  trew: 

Low  his  lascivious  armes  adown  did  creepe. 

That  themselves  dipping  in  the  silver  dew 

Their  fleecy  flowres  they  fearfully  did  steepe, 

Which  drops  of  christall  seemd  ror  wantones  to  weep. 

Infinit  streames  continually  did  well  63 

Out  of  this  fountaine,  sweete  and  fuire  to  see. 

The  which  into  an  ample  laver  fell, 

And  shortly  ^w  to  so  great  quantitie. 

That  like  a  litle  lake  it  seemd  to  bee ; 

Whose  depth  exceeded  not  three  cubits  hight. 

That  through  the  waves  one  mi^ht  the  bottom  see. 

All  pav'd  beneath  with  jaspar  shining  bright. 

That  seemd  the  fountaine  m  that  sea  did  sayle  upright 

And  all  the  margent  round  about  was  sett  6S 

With  shady  laurell  trees,  thence  to  defend 

The  simny  beames  which  on  the  billowes  bett. 

And  those  which  therein  bathed  mote  oflend. 

As  Guyo  banned  bv  tlio  same  to  wend, 

Two  naked  damzelles  he  therein  espyde, 

Which  therein  bathing  seemed  to  contend 

And  wrestle  wantonly,  ne  car'd  to  hyde 

Their  dainty  partes  horn  vew  of  any  which  them  eyd. 


y  Google 


THS  FIBBIX  QITBBNS.  265 

Sometimes  the  one  wotild  lift  the  other  quight  6*4 

Above  the  waters,  and  then  downe  againe 

Her  plong,  as  over-maystered  by  might. 

Where  both  awhile  would  covered  remaine, 

And  each  the  other  from  to  rise  restraine; 

The  whiles  their  snowy  limbes,  as  through  a  vele. 

So  through  the  christall  waves  appeared  plaine : 

llien  suddeinly  both  would  themselves  unhele, 

And  th*  amorous  sweet  spoiles  to  greedy  eyes  revele. 

As  that  faire  starre,  the  messenger  of  mome,  65 

His  deawy  face  out  of  the  sea  doth  reare : 

Or  as  the  Cyprian  goddesse,  newly  borne 

Of  th'  ocean  s  fruitfull  froth,  did  first  appearej 

Such  seemed  they,  and  so  their  yellow  heare 

Chris talline  humor  dropped  downe  apace. 

Whom  such  when  Gtiyon  saw,  him  <frew  him  nearc, 

And  somewhat  gan  relent  his  earnest  pace ; 

His  stubbome  brcst  gan  secret  pleasaunce  to  embrace. 

The  wanton  maidens  him  espying,  stood  66 

Gazing  awhile  at  his  unwonted  guise ; 

ThenUi*  one  herselfe  low  ducked  in  the  flood« 
^basht  that  her  a  straunger  did  avise : 
^ut  th*  other  rather  higher  did  arise. 

And  her  two  lilly  paps  aloft  displayd. 

And  all,  that  might  his  melting  hart  entyse 

To  her  delights,  she  unto  him  bewrayd ; 

The  rest,  hidd  underneath,  him  more  desirous  made. 

With  that  the  other  likewise  up  arose,  67 

And  her  faire  lockes,  which  formerly  were  bownd 

Up  in  one  knott,  she  low  adowne  did  lose. 

Which  flowing  long  and  thick  her  cloth'd  arownd, 

And  th'  yvorie  in  golden  mantle  gownd : 

So  that  laire  spectacle  from  him  was  reft, 

Yet  that  which  reft  it  no  lesse  faire  was  fownd : 

So  hidd  in  lockes  and  waves  from  lookers  theft. 

Kought  but  her  lovely  face  she  for  his  looking  left. 

Withall  she  laughed,  and  she  blusht  withall,  63 

ITiat  blushing  to  her  laughter  gave  more  grace. 

And  laughter  to  her  blushing,  as  did  fall. 

Now  when  they  spyde  the  knight  to  slacke  his  pace 

Them  to  behold,  and  in  his  sparkling  face 

The  secrete  signes  of  kindled  lust  appeare, 

Their  wanton  merriments  they  did  encreace, 

And  to  him  beckned  to  approch  more  neare, 

Aim!  shewd  him  many  sights  that  corage  cold  could  reare* 
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On  which  when  gadng  him  the  pahner  saw,  69 

He  much  rebukt  those  wandnng  eyes  of  his. 

And  counseld  well  him  forward  thence  did  draw. 

Now  are  they  come  nigh  to  the  Bowre  of  Blis, 

Of  her  fond  favorites  so  nam'd  amis ; 

"When  thus  the  nalmer ;  "  Now,  sir,  well  ayise; 

For  here  the  end  of  all  our  traveill  is: 

Here  wonnes  Acrasia,  whom"  we  mnst  surprise. 

Els  she  will  slip  away,  and  all  our  drift  despise." 

Eftsoones  they  heard  a  most  melodious  sound,  70 

Of  all  that  mote  delight  a  daintie  eare, 

Such  as  attonce  might  not  on  living  ground, 

Save  in  this  paradise,  be  heard  elsewhere : 

Right  hard  it  was  for  wight  which  did  it  heare, 

To  read  what  manner  musicke  that  mote  bee ; 

For  all  that  pleasing  is  to  living  eare 

Was  there  consorted  in  one  hannonee ; 

Birdes,  voices,  instruments,  windes,  waters,  all  agree : 

The  loyous  birdes,  shrouded  in  chearefull  shade,  71 

Their  notes  unto  the  voice  attempred  sweet ; 

Th'  an^elicall  soft  trembling  voyoes  made 

To  th]  instruments  divine  respondence  meet ;  . 

The  silver-sounding  instruments  did  meet  * 

With  the  base  murmure  of  the  waters  fall ; 

The  waters  fall  with  difference  discreet. 

Now  soft,  now  loud,  unto  the  wind  did  call ; 

The  gentle  warbling  wind  low  answered  to  all. 

There,  whence  that  musick  seemed  heard  to  bee»  72 

Was  the  faire  witch  herselfe  now  solacing 

With  a  new  lover,  whom,  through  sorceree 

And  witchcraft,  ^e  from  farre  aid  thether  bring : 

There  she  had  him  now  laid  a  slombering 

In  secret  shade  after  long  wanton  ioyes ; 

Whilst  round  about  them  pleasauntly  did  sing 

Many  faire  ladies  and  lascivious  boyes, 

That  ever  mizt  their  song  with  light  licentious  toyes. 

And  all  that  while  right  over  him  she  hong  73 

With  her  false  eyes  fast  fixed  in  his  sight. 

As  seeking  medicine  whence  she  was  stong. 

Or  ffreedify  depasturing  delight; 

And  oft  inclining  downe  with  kisses  light, 

For  feare  of  waking  him,  his  lips  bedewd, 

And  through  his  humid  eyes  did  sucke  his  spright. 

Quite  molten  into  lust  and  pleasure  lewd; 

Wherewith  she  sighed  soft,  as  if  his  case  she  rewd. 
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The  wliilefl  some  one  did  chaimfc  this  loyely  Uiy;  ^^ 

Ak  !  tee,  whoso  fayre  thing  doe$tfaine  to  see. 

In  springing  Jlowre  the  image  qf  thy  day  I 

Ah  i  see  the  virgin  rose,  how  sweetlv  shoe 

Doth  first  peepefoorth  with  bas^full  modestee, 

HUU  fairer  seetnes  the  lesse  ye  see  her  may  I 

Ijo  I  see,  soone  cfier  how  more  bold  and  free 

Her  bared  bosome  she  doth  broad  display; 

Lot  see  soone  qfter  how  she  fades  and  falls  away  ! 

So  passeth,  in  the  passing  <fa  day^  '  ^ 

Qfmortall  We  the  leqfe,  the  bud,  thefiowre; 

JVe  more  dothflorish  qfter  first  decay. 

That  earst  was  sought  to  deck  both  bed  and  bowre 

Of  many  a  lady,  and  many  aparesmowre  I 

father  therefore  the  rose  whitest  yet  is  prime, 

.Fhr  soone  comes  age  that  will  her  pride  d^/lowre : 

Gather  the  rose  qf  love  whitest  vet  is  time, 

WhUest  loving  thou  mayst  lovea  be  with  equaU  erime. 

Heoeast;  and  then  gan  all  the  quire  of  birdes  76 

Their  direrse  notes  t'attone  onto  his  lar» 

As  in  approvaunce  of  his  pleasing  woraes. 

The  constant  payre  heard  all  that  he  did  sayt 

Yet  swarred  not,  but  kept  their  forward  war 

Through  many  ooyert  grores  and  thickets  dose. 

In  which  th^  creeping  did  at  last  display 

That  wanton  lady,  with  her  lorer  lose. 

Whose  sleepie  head  she  in  h^  lap  did  soft  dispose. 

Upon  a  bed  of  roses  she  was  layd,  77 

As  faint  through  heat,  or  dight  to  pleasant  sin; 

And  was  arayoL  or  rather  disarayd» 

All  in  a  yele  of  silke  and  silver  thin* 

That  hid  no  whit  her  alablaster  skin, 

Bat  rather  shewd  more  white,  if  more  might  bee: 

More  subtile  web  Arachne  cannot  spin ; 

Nor  the  fine  nets,  which  oh  we  wo^en  see 

Of  scorched  deaw,  do  not  in  th*  ayre  more  lightly  flee. 

Her  snowy  brest  was  bare  to  ready  sppyle  78 

Of  hungry  eies,  which  n*ote  iJierewith  be  fild ; 
And  yet,  through  languour  of  her  late  sweet  toyle. 
Few  drops,  more  cleare  then  nectar,  forth  distild, 
That  like  pure  orient  perl^  adowne  it  trild; 
And  her  faire  eyes,  sweet  smylin^  in  delight, 
Moystened  their  fierie  beaines,  with  which  she  thrild 
Fnule  harts,  yet  quenched  not ;  Uke  starry  light,      [bnght. 
Whieh»  sparckling  on  the  silent  wares,  does  seeme  mora 
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The  young  man,  sleeping  by  her,  seemd  to  be  70 

Some  gooHly  swayne  of  honorable  place; 

That  certes  it  ^at  pitty  was  to  see 

Him  his  nobility  so  fowle  deface : 

A  sweet  regard  and  amiable  grace, 

Mixed  with  manly  stemesse,  did  appeare, 

Yet  sleeping,  in  his  well-proportiond  face; 

And  on  his  tender  lips  the  down^  heare 

Did  not  but  freshly  spring,  and  silken  blossoms  beare. 

His  warlike  armes,  the  ydle  instruments  80 

Of  sleeping  praise,  were  hong  upon  a  tree : 

And  his  brave  shield,  full  of  old  moniments. 

Was  fowly  ras't,  that  none  the  signes  might  see ; 

Ne  for  them  ne  for  honour  cared  nee, 

Ne  ought  that  did  to  his  advauncement  tend ; 

But  in  lewd  loves,  and  wastfuU  luxuree, 

His  dayes,  his  goods,  his  bodie  he  did  snend: 

O  horrible  enchantment,  that  him  so  dia  blend  I 

The  noble  elfe  and  carefull  palmer  drew  81 

So  nigh  them,  minding  nought  but  lustful!  game, 

That  suddein  forth  ihey  on  them  rusht,  and  threw 

A  subtile  net,  which  only  for  that  same 

The  skilfull  palmer  formally  did  frame: 

So  held  them  under  fast ;  the  whiles  the  rest 

Fled  all  away  for  feare  of  fowler  shame. 

The  faire  enchauntresse,  so  unwares  opprest, 

Tiyde  all  her  arts  and  all  her  sleights  thence  out  to  wrest  ,■ 

And  eke  her  lover  strove ;  but  all  in  vaine :  82 

For  tUat  same  net  so  cunningly  was  wound, 

That  neither  guile  nor  force  nught  it  distraine. 

They  tooke  them  both,  and  botn  them  strongly  bound 

In  captive  bandes,  which  there  they  readie  found: 

But  her  in  chaines  of  adamant  he  ^de; 

For  nothing  else  might  keepe  her  safe  and  sound : 

But  Verdant  (so  he  night)  he  soone  untyde, 

And  coimseU  sage  in  steed  thereof  to  him  apply de. 

But  all  those  pleasaunt  bowres,  and  pallace  brave,  83 

Guy  on  broke  downe  with  rigour  pittilesse : 

Ne  ought  their  goodly  workmanship  might  save 

Them  from  the  tempest  of  his  wrathfulnesse. 

But  that  their  blisse  he  tum'd  to  balefulnesse. 

Their  groves  he  feld;  their  gardins  did  deface; 

Their  arbers  spoyle;  their  cabinets  suppresse* 

Their  banket- nouses  bume;  their  buiidings  race; 

And,  of  the  fayrest  late,  now  made  the  fowlest  place. 
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Then  led  they  her  away,  and  eke  that  knight  84 

They  with  them  led,  both  sorrowfull  and  sad: 

The  way  the^  came,  the  same  retoom'd  they  right» 

Till  they  amyed  where  they  lately  had 

Charm'd  those  wild  beasts  that  rag'd  with  furie  mad ; 

Which,  now  awaking,  fierce  at  them  gan  fly. 

As  in  their  mistresse  reskew,  whom  they  lad ; 

But  them  the  palmer  soone  did  pacify.  [did  ly. 

Then  Guyon  askt,  what  meant  those  beastes  which  there 

Sayd  he;  "  These  seeming  beasts  are  men  in  deed,  85 

Whom  this  enchauntresse  hath  transformed  thus, 

Whylome  her  lovers,  which  her  lustes  did  feed. 

Now  turned  into  figures  hideous. 

According  to  their  mindes  like  monstruous." 

"  Sad  end,"  quoth  he,  "  of  life  intemperate. 

And  moumeful  meed  of  ioyes  delicious ! 

But,  palmer,  if  it  mote  thee  so  ags^rate. 

Let  them  returned  be  unto  their  former  state." 

Streightwav  he  with  his  yirtaous  staffe  them  strooke,       8G 

And  streight  of  beastes  they  comely  men  became; 

Yet  being  men  they  did  unmanly  looke. 

And  stared  ghastly;  some  for  inward  shame, 

And  some  for  wrath  to  see  their  captive  dame: 

But  one  above  the  rest  in  speciall. 

That  had  an  hog  beene  late,  hight  GrvUe  by  name, 

Kepyned  great!  v,  and  did  him  miscall 

That  had  m>m  hoggish  forme  him  brought  to  naturall. 

Saide  Gnyon ;  "  See  the  mind  of  beastly  man,  87 

That  hath  so  soone  forgot  the  excellence 

Of  his  creation,  when  he  life  began, 

l^t  now  he  chooseth  with  vile  diflerence 

To  be  a  beast,  and  lacke  intelligence !" 

To  whom  the  palmer  thus ;  "  The  donghUl  kinde 

Delightes  in  filth  and  fowle  incontinence : 

Let  Gryll  be  G^ll,  and  have  his  hoggish  minde : 

But  let  us  henoe  depart  whilest  wetner  serves  and  winde." 
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THE   FAERIE   QUEENE, 

OOltTATNOie 

fSit  Xefientr  of  VrttonunU,  or  of  dDfiastitc. 


IT  falls  me  here  to  write  of  Chastity,  1 

That  feyrest  vertue,  far  above  the  rest : 
For  which  what  needes  me  fetch  from  Faery 
Forreine  ensamples  it  to  have  exprestP 
Sith  it  is  shrin^  in  my  soveraines  brest, 
And  formd  so  lively  in  each  perfect  part, 
That  to  all  ladies,  which  have  it  protest, 
Need  but  behold  the  pourtraict  of  her  hart ; 
If  pourtrayd  it  might  bee  by  any  living  art : 

Bat  living  art  may  not  least  part  expresse,  S 

Nor  life-resembling  pencill  it  can  paynt: 

All  were  it  Zeuxis  or  Praxiteles, 

His  dfiddale  hand  wonld  faile  and  gr^tly  &ynt, 

And  her  perfections  with  his  error  taynt : 

Ne  ^oets  witt,  that  passeth  painter  farre 

In  picturing  die  parts  of  beauty  daynt, 

So  hard  a  workemanship  adventure  darre, 

For  feare  through  want  of  words  her  excellence  to  mKrte. 

How  then  shall  I,  a{>prentioe  of  the  skill  8 

That  whilome  in  divinest  wits  did  rayne, 

Presume  so  high  to  stretch  mine  humble  quill  F 

Yet  now  my  lucklesse  lott  doth  me  constrayne 

Hereto  perforce :  but,  O  dredd  soverayne, 

Thus  far  forth  pu*don,  sith  that  choicest  witt 

Cannot  your  glorious  pourtraict  figure  playne, 

That  I  in  colourd  showes  may  shadow  itt, 

And  Antique  praises  unto  present  persons  fitt 

But  if  in  living  colours,  and  right  hew,  4 

Thvselfe  thou  covet  to  see  pictured, 

"Who  can  it  doe  more  lively,  or  more  trew. 

Then  that  sweete  verse,  with  nectar  sprindceled. 

In  which  a  gracious  servaunt  pictured 

His  Cynthia,  his  heavens  fayrest  li^ht? 

That  with  his  melting  sweetnes  ravished. 

And  with  the  wonder  of  her  beames  bright, 

My  sences  lulled  are  in  slomber  of  delist 
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But  let  that  same  delitions  poet  lend  6 

A  little  leave  unto  a  roBticke  muse 

To  sing  his  mistresae  prajse ;  and  let  him  mend, 

If  ooght  amis  her  likin^r  nuiiy  abuse : 

Ke  let  his  fayrest  Cynthia  refuse 

In  mirronrs  more  then  one  herselfe  to  see ; 

But  either  Gloriana  let  her  ohuse, 

Or  in  Belphoebe  fashioned  to  bee ; 

In  th'  one  her  role,  in  th'  other  her  rare  chastitee. 


CANTO  L 

Guyon  enooantreth  Britonuut : 
Fayre  Florimell  to  chaced : 

Doeseaeg  traiues  and  Maleoas- 
taes  champions  are  defaced. 

The  famous  Briton  prince  and  Faery  knight. 
After  long  ways  and  j>erilous  paines  endur'd, 
Haying  their  weaiy  Irnibes  to  perfect  plight 
Bestora^  and  sory  wounds  right  well  recur'd, 
Of  the  faire  Alma  greatl:f  were  procur*d 
To  make  there  lenger  soioume  and  abode ; 
But,  when  thereto  they  mi^t  not  be  allur'd 
From  seeking  praise  and  deedes  of  armes  abrode, 
They  courteous  cong^  tooke,  and  forth  together  yode. 

But  the  captiv'd  Acrasia  he  sent, 

Because  oftraveill  long,  a  nigher  way, 

With  a  strong  gard,  all  reskew  to  ixrevent, 

And  her  to  faery  court  safe  to  oonvay ; 

That  her  for  witeies  of  his  hard  assay 

Unto  his  Faeiy  Queene  he  might  present: 

But  he  himsdfe  betooke  another  way. 

To  make  more  triall  of  his  hardiment. 

And  seek  adventures,  as  he  with  Prince  Arthure  went. 

Iiong  so  th^  traveiled  through  wastefull  wayes. 

Where  daungers  dwelt,  and  perils  most  did  wonne. 

To  hunt  for  gloiy  and  renowiped  prayse : 

Full  many  countreyes  they  did  overrone, 

From  the  uprising  to  the  setting  sunne, 

And  many  hard  adventures  did  atchieve ; 

Of  all  the  which  they  honour  ever  wonne. 

Seeking  the  weake  oppressed  to  relieve, 

And  to  recover  right  tor  such  as  wrong  did  grieve. 
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At  last,  as  throng  an  open  plaine  thev  yode,  4 

Tbey  spide  a  knight  that  towards  pricked  fayre ; 

And  him  beside  an  aged  squire  there  rode, 

That  seemd  to  couch  under  his  shield  three-square, 

As  if  that  age  badd  him  that  burden  spare, 

And  yield  it  those  that  stouter  could  it  wield: 

He,  them  espying,  gan  himselfe  prepare. 

And  on  his  arme  addresse  his  goodly  shield 

That  bore  a  lion  passant  in  a  golden  field. 

Which  seeing  good  Sir  Guyon  deare  besought  5 

The  Prince,  of  grace,  to  let  him  ronne  that  tume. 

He  graunted :  then  the  Faery  quickly  raught 

His  pojmant  speare,  and  sharply  gan  to  spume 

His  fomy  steed,  whos  fiery  feete  aid  bume 

The  verdant  gras  as  he  thereon  did  tread ; 

Ne  did  the  other  backe  his  foote  retume, 

But  fiercely  forward  came  withouten  dread. 

And  bent  nis  dreadful  speare  against  the  others  head. 

They  beene  ymett,  and  both  theyr  points  arriv'd;  C 

But  Guyon  drove  so  furious  and  fell, 

That  seemd  both  shield  and  plate  it  would  have  riv'd; 

Nathelesse  it  bore  his  foe  not  from  his  sell. 

But  made  him  stagger,  as  he  were  not  well : 

But  Guyon  selfe,  ere  well  he  was  aware, 

Nigh  a  speares  length  behind  his  crouper  fell ; 

Yet  in  his  fall  so  well  himselfe  he  bare. 

That  mischievous  mischaunce  his  life  and  limbs  did  spare. 

Great  shame  and  sorrow  of  that  fall  he  tooke ;  7 

For  never  ^et,  sith  warlike  armes  he  bore, 

And  shivering  speare  in  bloody  field  first  shooke, 

He  fownd  himselfe  dishonoured  so  sore^ 

Ah !  gentlest  knight,  that  ever  armor  bore. 

Let  not  thee  grieve  dismounted  to  have  beene. 

And  brought  to  grownd,  that  never  wast  before ; 

For  not  tHy  fault,  but  secret  powre  unseene ; 

That  speare  enchaunted  was  which  lay d  thee  on  the  greene ! 

But  weenedst  thou  what  wight  thee  overthrew,  8 

Much  greater  griefe  and  shamefuller  regrett 

For  thy  hard  fortune  then  thou  wouldst  renew. 

That  of  a  smjjle  damzell  thou  wert  mett 

On  equall  plfune,  and  there  so  hard  besett ; 

Even  the  famous  Britomart  it  was. 

Whom  straunge  adventure  did  from  Britayne  fetfe 

To  seeke  her  lover  (love  far  sought  alas !) 

Whose  image  shee  had  seene  in  V  enus  looking-glas. 
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^nU  of  disdainefuU  wrath,  he  fierce  uprose  0 

For  to  revenge  that  fowle  reprochefuu  shame, 

And,  snatchW  his  bright  sword,  began  to  close 

With  her  on  toot,  and  stoutly  forwi^  came ; 

Dye  rather  would  he  then  endure,  that  same. 

Which  when  his  palmer  saw,  he  ffan  to  feare 

His  toward  periU,  and  untoward  blame, 

Which  by  that  new  rencount^  he  should  reare ; 

For  Death  sate  on  the  point  of  that  enchauntied  speare : 

And  hasting  towards  him.gan  fayre  perswade  10 

l^ot  to  provoke  misfortune/  nor  to  weene 

His  speares  default  to  mend  with  cruell  blade ; 

For  by  his  mightie  science  he  had  scene 

The  secrete  vertue  of  that  weapon  keene. 

That  mortall  puissaunce  mote  not  widistond : 

Nothing  on  earth  mote  alwaies  happy  beene ! 

Great  hazard  were  it,  and  adventure  fond. 

To  loose  long-gotten  honour  with  one  evill  bond. 

By  such  good  meanes  he  him  discounselled  U 

from  prosecuting  his  revenging  rage : 

And  eke  the  prince  like  treaty  handeled, 

His  wrathful!  will  with  reason  to  aswage ; 

And  laid  the  blame,  not  to  his  carria«^. 

But  to  his  starting  steed  that  8warv'dasyde» 

And  to  the  ill  purveyaunce  of  his  page, 

lliat  had  his  furnitures  not  firmely  tvde : 

So  is  his  angry  corage  fayrly  pacifyoe. 

Thus  reconcilement  was  betweene  them  knitt,  18 

Through  goodly  temi)eraunce  and  affection  chaste; 

Ajid  either  vowd  with  all  their  jpower  and  witt 

To  let  not  others  honour  be  deraste 

Of  fridnd  or  foe,  whoever  it  embaste, 

Ne  armes  to  bear  against  the  others  syde : 

In  which  accord  the  prince  was  also  plaste. 

And  with  that  golden  chaine  of  concord  trde : 

So  goodly  all  agreed,  they  forth  yfere  did  lyde. 

O,  goodly  usage  of  those  antique  tymes,  il 

In  which  the  sword  was  servaunt  unto  right; 
When  not  for  malice  and  contentious  CT3rine8, 
But  fJl  for  nrayse  and  proofe  of  manlv  might^ 
The  martiaU  brood  accustomed  to  fight : 
Hien  honour  was  the  meed  of  victory, 
And  yet  the  vanquished  had  no  despight : 
Let  later  age  that  noble  use  envy, 
Yyle  rancor  to  avoid  and  cruell  surquediy  I 
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Long  they  thus  travelled  in  friendly  wise,  14 

Through  countreyes  waste,  and  eke  well  edifyde. 

Seeking  adventures  hard,  to  exercise 

Their  pnissaunce,  whylome  full  demly  tiyde : 

At  length  they  came  into  a  forest  wyde, 

Whose  hideous  horror  and  sad  trembling  sownd 

Full  griesly  seemed :  therein  they  long  did  ryde, 

Yet  tract  of  living  creature  none  they  fownd. 

Save  beares,  lyons,  and  buls,  which  romed  them  arownd. 

All  suddenly  out  of  the  thickest  brash,  15 

Upon  a  milt-white  palfrey  ali  alone, 

A  goodly  lady  did  foreby  them  rush. 

Whose  face  did  seeme  as  cleare  as  christall  stone. 

And  eke,  through  feare,  as  white  as  whales  bone : 

Her  garments  lul  were  wrought  of  beaten  gold. 

And  all  her  steed  with  tinsell  trappings  shone. 

Which  fledd  so  fast  that  nothing  mote  him  hold. 

And  scarse  them  leasure  gave  her  passing  to  behold. 

Still  as  she  fledd  her  eye  she  backward  threw,  16 

As  fearinff  evill  that  poursewed  her  fast ; 

And  her  taire  yellow  locks  behind  her  flew. 

Loosely  disperst  with  puff  of  every  blast : 

All  as  a  blazing  starre  doth  farre  outcast 

His  hearie  beames,  and  flaming  locks  dispredd. 

At  sight  whereof  the  people  stand  aghast ; 

But  the  sage  wisard  telles  as  he  has  redd, 

That  it  imp6rtunes  death  and  dolefull  dreryhedd. 

So  as  they  gazed  after  her  awhyle,  17 

Lo !  where  a  griesly  foster  forth  did  rush, 

Breathing  out  beastly  lust  her  to  defyle : 

His  tyrelin^f  lade  he  fiersl v  forth  did  push 

Through  thicke  and  thin,  both  over  banck  and  bush^ 

In  hope  her  to  attaine  by  hooke  or  crooke. 

That  from  his  gory  sydes  the  blood  did  gush: 

Large  were  his  limbes,  and  terrible  his  looke. 

And  in  his  clownish  hand  a  sharp  bore-speare  he  shooke. 

Which  outrage  when  those  gentle  knights  did  see,  18 

Full  of  great  envy  and  fell  gealosy. 

They  stayd  not  to  avise  who  first  should  bee^ 

But  all  spurd  after,  fast  as  they  mote  fly, 

To  reskew  her  from  shamefull  villany. 

Tlie  prince  and  Guyon  equally  bylive 

Herselfe  pursewd,  m  hope  to  win  thereby 

Most  goodly  meede,  the  farest  dame  alive: 

But  after  the  foule  foster  Timias  did  strive. 
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Tiie  whiles  faire  Britomarfc,  whose  constant  mind  19 

Would  not  so  lij^htly  follow  beauties  chace, 

Ke  reckt  of  ladies  love,  did  stay  behynd; 

And  them  awaited  there  a  certaine  space, 

To  weete  if  they  would  turne  backe  to  that  place : 

But  when  she  saw  them  gone,  she  forward  went» 

As  lay  her  ioumey,  through  that  perlous  pace, 

With  stedfast  corage  and  stout  hudiment; 

Ne  evil  thing  she  feard,  ne  eyill  thing  she  ment. 

At  last,  as  nigh  out  of  the  wood  she  came,  20 

A  stsptdr  castle  far  away  she  spyde, 

To  which  her  steps  dir^y  she  did  frame. 

That  castle  was  most  goodly  edifyde. 

And  plaste  for  pleasure  nigh  that  forrest  syde : 

But  faire  before  the  gate  a  spations  plavne, 

Mantled  with  greene,  itselfe  did  spredden  wyde, 

On  which  she  saw  six  knights,  thiU  did  darrayne 

Eiers  battaill  against  one  with  oruell  might  and  mayne. 

liainely  they  all  attonoe  upon  him  laid,  21' 

And  sore  besett  on  every  side  arownd. 

That  nigh  he  breathlesse  ffrew,  vet  nouA^ht  dismaid, 

Ne  ever  to  them  yielded  foot  of  growno, 

All  had  he  lost  much  blood  through  many  a  wownd ; 

But  stoutlv  dealt  his  blowes,  and  every  way, 

To  which  he  turned  in  his  wrathfull  stowna. 

Made  them  recoile,  and  fly  from  dredd  decay. 

That  none  of  all  the  six  before  him  durst  assay : 

Like  dastard  corres,  that,  having  at  a  bay  22 

The  salvage  beast  embost  in  wearie  chace. 

Pare  not  adventure  on  the  stubbome  pray, 

Ne  byte  before,  but  rome  from  place  to  placet 

To  get  a  snatch  when  turned  is  nis  face. 

In  such  distresse  and  doubtfVdl  ieopardy 

When  Britomart  him  saw,  she  ran  apaoe 

Unto  his  reskew,  and  with  earnest  cry 

Badd  those  same  six  forbeare  that  single  enimy. 

But  to  her  cry  th^  list  not  lenden  eare,  28 

Ne  ought  the  more  their  miffhtie  strokes  surceasse ; 
But,  gathering  him  rownd  about  more  neare. 
Their  direfuU  rancour  rather  did  encreasse ; 
Till  that  she,  rushinff  through  the  thickest  preasse. 
Perforce  disparted  tneir  compacted  gyre. 
And  soone  oompeld  to  hearken  unto  peace: 
Tho  gan  i^  myldly^of  them  to  inquyre 
The  cause  of  their  dissention  and  outrageooa  yre. 
t2 
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Whereto  that  sinale  knight  did  answere  frame ;  24 

**  These  six  would  me  enforce,  by  oddes  of  might, 

To  chaunffe  my  liefe,  and  lore  another  dame ; 

That  deaUi  me  liefer  were  then  such  despight, 

So  xmto  wrong  to  yield  my  wrested  right : 

For  I  love  one,  the  truest  one  on  grownd, 

Ne  list  me  chaunge ;  she  th'  errant  damzell  hight ; 

For  whose  deare  sake  full  many  a  bitter  stownd 

I  have  endurd,  and  tasted  many  a  bloody  wownd." 

**  Certes,"  said  she,  "  then  beene  ye  size  to  blame,  25 

To  weene  your  wrong  by  force  to  iustify: 

For  knight  to  leavd  his  lady  were  great  shame 

That  faithfull  is ;  and  better  were  to  dy. 

All  losse  is  lesse,  and  lesse  the  infamy, 

Then  losse  of  love  to  him  that  loves  but  one : 

Ne  may  love  be  compeld  by  maistery; 

For,  soone  as  maistery  comes,  sweet  love  anone 

Taketh  his  nimble  winges,  and  soone  away  is  gone.'* 

Then  spake  one  of  those  six ;  "  There  dwelleth  here        26 

Within  this  castle-wall  a  lady  fayre, 

Whose  soveraine  beautie  hath  no  living  pere; 

Thereto  so  bounteous  and  so  debonayre, 

That  never  an^  mote  with  her  compayre : 

She  hath  ordaind  this  law,  which  we  approve, 

Hiat  every  knight  which  doth  this  way  repayre. 

In  case  he  have  no  ladjr  nor  no  love. 

Shall  doe  unto  her  service,  never  to  remove : 

•'  But  if  he  have  a  lady  or  a  love,  27 

Then  must  he  her  forgoe  with  fowle  defame. 

Or  els  with  us  by  dint  of  swoi  d  approve, 

That  she  is  fairer  than  our  fairest  oame ; 

As  did  this  knight,  before  ye  hether  came." 

"  Perdy,"  said  Britomart,    the  choise  is  hard  I 

But  what  reward  had  he  that  overcame  P" 

"  He  should  advaunced  bee  to  high  regard," 

Said  they,  "  and  have  our  ladies  love  lor  his  reward. 

*•  Therefore  aread,  sir,  if  thou  have  a  love."  28 

**Love  have  I  sure,"  quoth  she,  "but  lady  none; 

Yet  wiU  I  not  fro  mine  owne  love  remove, 

Ne  to  your  lady  will  I  service  done. 

But  wreake  ^our  wronges  wrought  to  this  knight  alone, 

And  prove  his  cause."    With  that,  her  mortaU  speare 

She  mightily  aventred  towards  one, 

And  downe  him  smot  ere  well  aware  he  weare ; 

Then  to  the  next  she  rode,  and  downe  the  next  did  beare. 
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Ne  did  the  Btav  till  three  on  gronnd  she  layd,  29 

That  none  of  them  himselfe  oonld  reare  againet 
The  fourth  was  hy  that  other  knight  dismayd. 
All  were  he  weane  of  his  former  paine ; 
That  now  there  do  but  two  of  six  remaine ; 
Which  two  did  yield  before  she  did  them  smight. 
"Ah!*'  said  she  then,  "  now  may  ye  all  see  plaine, 
That  truth  is  strong,  and  trew  love  most  of  might, 
That  for  his  tmsty  senraonts  doth  so  strongly  nght." 

**  Too  well  we  see,"  saide  they,  **  and  proye  too  well        30 

Onr  fimlty  weakness,  and  your  matchlesse  might : 

Forthr,  faire  sir,  yonrs  be  the  damocell. 

Which  by  her  ownie  kw  to  your  lot  doth  light. 

And  we  your  liegemen  faith  unto  vou  plight." 

So  xmdemeath  her  feet  their  sworos  the^  mard, 

And,  after,  her  besought,  well  as  they  might, 

To  enter  in  and  reape  the  dew  reward : 

She  graunted;  and  then  in  tiiey  all  together  far'd." 

Long  were  it  to  describe  the  goodly  frame  31 

An<rBtately  port  of  Castle  loyeous, 

^or  so  that  castle  hight  by  common  name,) 

Where  they  were  entertaynd  with  courteous 

And  comely  glee  of  many  gratious 

Faire  ladies,  and  of  many  a  gentle  knight ; 

Who,  through  a  chamber  long  and  spacious, 

Eftsoones  them  brought  unto  their  ladies  sight. 

That  of  them  deepedwas  the  lady  of  delight. 

But,  for  to  tell  the  sumptuous  aray  32 

Of  tiiat  great  chamber,  should  be  labour  lost; 

For  living  wit,  I  weene,  cannot  display 

The  roiaU  riches  and  exceeding  cost 

Of  every  pillour  and  of  every  post. 

Which  all  of  purest  bullion  nruned  were. 

And  with  great  perles  and  pretious  stones  embost; 

That  the  bright  glister  of  their  beames  cleare 

Did  sparckle  forth  great  light,  and  glorious  did  appeare. 

These  stranger  knights,  through  passing,  forth  were  led  33 

Into  an  inner  rowme,  whose  royaltee 

And  rich  purveyance  might  uneath  be  red ; 

Mote  Princes  place  beseeme  so  deckt  to  bee. 

Which  stately  manner  whenas  they  did  see. 

The  image  of  superfluous  riotize. 

Exceeding  much  the  state  of  meane  degree. 

They  greatly  wondred  whence  so  sumptuous  ffuize 

Might  be  maintaynd,  and  each  gan  diversely  aevize. 
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The  walfl  were  round  about  apparelled  84 

With  cofltljr  clothes  of  Arras  and  of  Toure ; 

Li  which  with  cunninff  hand  was  pourtrahed 

The  loye  of  Venus  and  her  paramoure, 

The  fayre  Adonis,  turned  to  a  flowre ; 

A  work  of  rare  device  and  wondrous  wit. 

First  did  it  shew  the  bitter  balefull  stowre. 

Which  her  essayd  with  many  a  fervent  fit. 

When  first  her  tender  hart  was  with  his  beautie  smit 

Then  with  what  sleights  and  sweet  allurements  she         35 

Entvst  the  b<^,  as  well  that  art  she  knew» 

And,  wooed  him  her  paramoure  to  bee ; 

Now  making  girlonds  of  each  flowre  that  ffrew. 

To  crowne  ms  j^^olden  lockes  with  honour  dew ; 

Now  leading  Imn  into  a  secret  shade 

From  his  b^uperes,  and  from  bright  heavens  vew. 

Where  him  to  sleepe  she  gently  would  perswade. 

Or  bathe  him  in  a  fountaine  by  scnne  covert  glade : 

And,  whilst  he  slept,  she  over  him  would  spred  S6 

Her  mantle  coloured  like  the  stany  skyes. 

And  her  soft  arme  lay  underneath  his  hed. 

And  with  ambrosiall  kisses  bathe  his  eyes ; 

And,  whilst  he  bath'd,  with  her  two  crafty  speya 

She  secretljr  would  search  eacJi  daintie  lim. 

And  throw  into  the  well  sweet  rosemaryes. 

And  fragrant  violets,  and  paunces  trim ; 

And  ever  with  sweet  nectfur  she  did  sprinkle  him. 

So  did  she  steale  his  heedelesse  hart  away»  87 

And  ioyd  his  love  in  secret  unespyde : 

But  for  die  saw  him  bent  to  cmeli  play. 

To  hnnt  the  salvage  beast  in  forrest  wyde, 

Dreadfull  of  daunger  that  mote  hini  betyde^ 

She  oft  and  oft  adviz'd  him  to  refraine 

From  chase  of  jgreater  beastes,  whose  brutish  pryde 

Mote  breede  him  scath  unwares :  but  all  in  vaine ; 

For  who  can  diun  the  chance  that  dest'ny  doth  ordaineP 

Lo !  where  beyond  he  lyeth  languishing,  88 

Deadly  engored  of  a  great  wilde  bore ; 

And  by  his  side  the  goddesse  groveling 

Makes  for  him  endlesse  mone,  and  evermore 

Witii  her  soft  garment  wipes  away  the  gore 

Which  staynes  his  snowy  skin  with  hatefull  hew: 

But,  when  she  saw  no  helpe  might  him  restore. 

Him  to  a  dainty  flowre  she  did  transmew. 

Which  in  that  cloth  was  wrought,  as  if  it  lively  grew. 
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So  was  that  chamber  dad  in  goodly  wise :  39 

And  rownd  about  it  man;f  beds  were  digbt, 

As  whvlome  waa  the  antique  worldes  guize. 

Some  for  untimely  ease,  some  for  delight. 

As  pleased  them  to  use  that  use  it  might : 

Ana  all  was  full  of  damsels  and  of  squyres, 

Dauncing  and  reveling  both  day  and  night. 

And  swimming  deepe  in  sensuall  desyres ; 

And  Cupid  still  emongest  them  kindled  lustfull  fyrea. 

And  all  the  while  sweet  musicke  did  divide  40 

Her  looser  notes  with  Lydian  harmony; 

And  all  the  while  sweete  birdes  thereto  applide 

Their  daintie  layes  and  dulcet  melody. 

At  caroling  of  love  and  iollity, 

That  wonder  was  to  heare  their  trim  cons6rt. 

Which  when  those  knights  beheld,  with  scomefull  eye 

They  sdeigned  such  lascivious  disport. 

And  loath  d  the  loose  demeanure  of  that  wanton  sort. 

Thence  they  were  brought  to  that  great  ladies  vew,         41 

Whom  they  found  sitting  on  a  sumptuous  bed* 

That  glistred  all  with  gold  and  glonous  shew. 

As  the  proud  Persian  queenes  accustomed : 

She  seemd  a  woman  of  ^at  bountihed 

And  of  rare  beautie,  saving  that  askaunce 

Her  wanton  eyes  (ill  signes  of  womauhed) 

Did  roll  too  lightly,  and  too  often  glaunce. 

Without  regard  of  grace  or  comely  amenaunce. 

Lon^r  worke  it  were,  and  needlesse,  to  devize  42 

Their  goodly  entertainement  and  great  glee : 

She  caused  them  be  led  in  courteous  wize 

Into  a  bowre,  disarmed  for  to  be, 

And  cheared  well  with  wine  and  spiceree : 

The  Eedcrosse  Knight  was  soon  disarmed  there; 

But  the  brave  maya  would  not  disarmed  bee. 

But  onelv  vented  up  her  umbriere. 

And  so  aid  let  her  goodly  visage  to  appere. 

As  when  fayre  Cynthia,  in  darksome  night,  43 

Is  in  a  noyous  cloud  enveloped, 

Where  she  mav  finde  the  substance  thin  and  light, 

BrcMikes  forth  her  silver  beames,  and  her  bright  hed 

Discovers  to  the  world  discomfited; 

Of  the  poore  traveiler  that  went  astray 

With  thousand  blessings  she  is  heried : 

Such  was  the  beau  tie  and  the  shining  ray, 

With  which  fayre  Britomart  gave  light  unto  the  day. 
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And  eke  thoee  six,  which  lately  with  her  fought,  i^ 

Now  were  disarmd,  and  did  themselves  present 

Unto  her  yew,  and  company  unsought ; 

For  they  all  seemed  courteous  and  gent. 

And  all  sixe  brethren,  borne  of  one  parent, 

"Whidi  had  them  traynd  in  all  civilitee, 

And  goodly  tausht  to  tilt  and  tumament; 

Now  were  they  liegmen  to  this  ladie  free. 

And  her  knights-service  ought,  to  hold  of  her  in  fee. 

The  first  of  them  by  name  Grardant^  hight,  4d 

A  ioUy  person,  and  of  comelv  vew ; 

The  second  was  Fariant^,  a  bold  knight ; 

And  next  to  him  locant^  did  ensew; 

Basciant^  did  himselfe  most  courteous  shew; 

But  fierce  Bacchant^  seemd  too  fell  and  keene ; 

And  yett  in  armes  Noctant^  greater  grew: 

All  were  faire  knights,  and  goodly  well  beseene ; 

But  to  faire  Britomart  they  all  but  shadowes  beene. 

For  shee  was  faHl  of  amiable  grace  46 

And  manly  terror  mixed  therewithall ; 

That  aa  the  one  stird  up  affections  bace, 

So  th'  other  did  mens  rash  desires  apall, 

And  hold  them  backe  that  would  in  error  fall : 

As  hee  that  hath  espide  a  vermeiU  rose. 

To  which  sharp  thornes  and  breres  the  way  forstall, 

Dare  not  for  dread  his  hardy  hand  exnose, 

But,  wishing  it  far  off,  his  ydle  wish  doth  lose. 

Whom  when  the  lady  saw  so  faire  a  wight,  47 

All  ignorant  of  her  contrdrr  sex, 

g^or  shee  her  weend  a  fresh  and  lusty  knight,) 
hee  greatly  gan  enamoured  to  wex, 
And  with  vaine  thoughts  her  falsed  fancy  vex : 
Her  fickle  hart  conceived  hasty  fyre, 
Like  sparkes  of  fire  which  fall  in  sclender  flex, 
That  shortly  brent  into  extreme  desyre, 
And*ran8ackt  all  her  veines  with  passion  entyre. 

Eftsoones  shee  grew  to  great  impatience,  .  48 

And  into  termes  of  open  outrage  brust. 

That  plaine  discovered  her  incontinence ; 

Ne  reckt  shee  who  her  meaning  did  mistrust; 

For  she  was  given  all  to  fleshlv  lust, 

And  poured  torth  in  sensuall  delight. 

That  all  regard  of  shame  she  had  discust. 

And  meet  respect  of  honor  put  to  flight : 

So  shamelesse  beauty  soone  becomes  a  loathly  sight. 
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Faire  ladies,  that  to  love  captiyed  arre,  49 

And  chaste  desires  doe  nourish  in  your  mind, 

Let  not  her  fault  your  sweete  affections  marre ; 

Ne  blott  the  bounty  of  all  womankind 

'Mongst  thousands  good*  one  wanton  dame  to  find : 

Emon^st  the  roses  atow  some  wicked  weeds : 

For  this  was  not  to  lore,  but  lust,  inclind ; 

For  love  does  alwaies  bring  forth  bounteous  deeds. 

And  in  each  gentle  hart  desire  of  honor  breeds. 

Nought  80  of  love  this  looser  dame  did  skill,  50 

But  as  a  cole  to  kindle  fleshly  flame, 

Giying  the  bridle  to  her  wanton  will, 

And  treadinff  under  foote  her  honest  name : 

Such  We  isliate,  and  such  desire  is  shame. 

Still  did  she  rove  at  her  with  crafty  glaunce 

Of  her  false  eies,  that  at  her  hart  cUd  ayme. 

And  told  her  meaning  in  her  countenaunce ; 

But  Britomart  dissembled  it  with  ignoraunce. 

Supper  was  shortly  dight,  and  downe  they  satt ;  61 

Where  they  were  served  with  all  sumptuous  fare, 

Whiles  frmtfull  Ceres  and  Ly»us  fatt 

Pourd  out  their  plenty,  without  spight  or  spare ; 

Nought  wanted  there  that  dainty  was  and  rare : 

And  aye  the  cups  their  bancks  did  overflow: 

And  aye  betweene  the  cups  she  did  prepare 

Way  to  her  love,  and  secret  darts  did  throw; 

But  Britomart  would  not  such  guilfull  message  know. 

So,  when  thejr  slaked  had  the  fervent  heat  52 

Of  appetite  with  meates  of  every  sort, 

The  lady  did  faire  Britomart  entreat 

Her  to  disarme,  and  with  delightfull  sport 

To  loose  her  warlike  limbs  and  strong  efi<Srt: 

But  when  shee  mote  not  thereunto  be  wonne, 

(For  shee  her  sexe  under  that  straunge  purp6rt 

Did  use  to  hide,  and  plaine  apparaunce  shonne,) 

In  playner  wise  to  tell  her  gnevaunce  she  begonne ; 

And  all  attonoe  discovered  her  desire  63 

With  sighes,  and  sobs,  and  plaints,  and  piteous  griefe. 

The  outward  sparkes  of  her  m-buminff  nre : 

Which  spent  in  vaine,  at  last  she  told  ner  briefe, 

That,  but  if  she  did  lend  her  short  reliefe 

And  doe  her  comfort,  she  mote  algates  dye. 

•But  the  chaste  damzell,  that  had  never  priefe 

Of  such  malengine  and  fine  forgeiye, 

Did  easely  beleeve  her  strong  extremitye. 
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Full  easy  was  for  her  to  have  beliefe,  54 

Who  by  self-feeling  of  her  feeble  sexe, 

And  by  lon^  triall  of  the  inward  griefe 

Wherewith  imperious  love  her  hiurt  did  vexe, 

Could  iudge  what  paines  doe  loring  harts  perplexe. 

Who  meuis  no  guue,  be  ^iled  soonest  shall. 

And  to  faire  semblaimce  doth  light  faith  annexe ; 

The  bird,  that  knowes  not  the  false  fowlers  call* 

Into  his  hidden  nett  full  easely  doth  falL 

Forthy  she  would  not  in  dipcourteise  wise  65 

Scome  the  faire  offer  of  good  will  profest; 

For  great  rebuke  it  is  love  to  despise. 

Or  rudely  sdeigne  a  gentle  harts  request : 

But  with  faire  countenaunce,  as  beseemed  best. 

Her  entertaynd;  nath'lesse  shee  inl^  deemd 

Her  love  too  light,  to  wooe  a  wandnng  guest 

Which  she  misconstruing,  thereby  esteemd 

That  from  like  inward  fi^  that  outward  smcke  had  steemd. 

Therewith  awhile  she  her  flit  fancy  fedd,  56 

Till  she  mote  winne  fit  time  for  her  desire ; 

But  yet  her  wound  still  inward  freshlr  bledd. 

And  through  her  bones  the  false  instilled  fire 

Did  spred  itselfe,  and  venime  close  inspire. 

Tho  were  the  tables  taken  aU  away; 

And  eveiy  knight,  and  every  gentle  squire, 

Gran  choose  his  dame  with  hasdomani  gay. 

With  whom  he  meut  to  make  his  sport  and  courtly  play. 

Some  fell  to  daunce;  some  fell  to  ha2ardry;  57 

Some  to  make  love;  some  to  make  raeryment; 

As  diverse  witts  to  diverse  things  apply: 

And  all  the  while  faire  Malecasta  bent 

Her  crafty  engins  to  her  close  intent. 

By  this  th*  etemall  lampes,  wherewith  high  lore 

Doth  light  the  lower  world,  were  halfe  yspent. 

And  the  moist  daughters  of  huge  Atlas  strove 

Into  the  ocean  deepe  to  drive  their  weary  drove. 

High  time  it  seemed  then  for  everie  wight  63 

Them  to  betake  unto  their  kindly  rest : 

Eftesoones  long  waxen  torches  weren  light 

Unto  their  bowres  to  guyden  every  guest : 

Tho,  when  the  Britonesse  saw  all  the  rest 

Avoided  quite,  she  gan  herselfe  despoile. 

And  safe  committ  to  her  soft  fathered  nest; 

Wher  through  long  watch,  and  late  daies  weary  toile. 

She  soundly  slept,  and  carefuU  thoughts  did  quite  assoile. 
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Now  wlienas  all  the  world  in  silence  deepe  59 

Yshrowded  was,  and  eveiy  mortall  wight 

Was  drowned  in  the  depth  of  deadly  sleepe ; 

Faire  Malecasia,  whose  engrieved  spri^ht 

Conld  find  no  rest  in  snch  perplexed  plight, 

LighUj  arose  out  of  her  wearie  bed, 

And,  under  the  blacke  rele  of  guilty  night, 

Her  with  a  scarlott  mantle  ooyered, 

That  was  with  gold  and  ormines  faire  enveloped. 

Then  pantins  softe,  and  trembling  every  ioynt,  60 

Her  fearefhll  feete  towards  the  bowre  she  moy'd 

Where  she  for  secret  purpose  did  appoynt 

To  lodge  the  warlike  maide,  unwisely  loov'd : 

And,  to  her  bed  approching,  first  she  proov*a 

Whether  she  slept  or  wakte :  with  her  sofbe  hand 

She  softely  felt  if  any  member  moov'd. 

And  lent  her  wary  eare  to  understand 

If  any  pufie  of  breath  or  signe  of  sence  shee  fond. 

Which  whenas  none  she  fond,  with  easy  shifte,  61 

For  feare  least  her  unwares  she  should  abrayd, 

Th'  embroder'd  quilt  she  lightly  up  did  lifte, 

And  by  her  side  herselfe  she  softly  layd. 

Of  every  finest  fingers  touch  afirayd ; 

Ne  any  noise  she  made,  ne  worde  she  spake» 

But  imv  sighd.    At  last  the  royall  mayd 

Out  of  her  quiet  slomber  did  awake. 

And  chaungid  her  weary  nde  the  better  ease  to  take. 

Where  feeling  one  clo^  couched  by  her  side,  62 

She  lightly  lept  out  of  her  filed  bedd. 

And  to  her  weapon  ran,  in  minde  to  gride 

The  loathed  leachourt  but  the  dame,  halfe  dedd 

Through  suddeine  feare  and  ghastly  drerihedd. 

Did  sm*ieke  alowd,  that  through  the  hous  it  roug. 

And  the  whole  family  therewith  adredd 

Eashly  out  of  their  rouzed  couches  sprong, 

And  to  the  troubled  chamber  all  in  armes  did  throng. 

And  those  sixe  knightes,  that  ladies  champions,  63 

And  eke  the  Bedcrosse  knight  ran  to  the  stownd, 

Halfe  armd  and  halfe  unarmd,  with  them  attons ; 

Where  when  confusedly  they  came,  they  fownd 

Their  lady  lying  on  the  sencelesse  grownd ; 

On  th*  other  side  they  saw  the  warlike  mayd 

Al  in  her  snow-white  smocke,  with  locks  unbownd, 

Threatning  the  point  of  her  avenging  blade : 

That  with  so  troublous  terror  they  were  all  dismayd. 
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About  their  ladye  first  they  flockt  arovmd ;  61 

Whom  having  laid  in  comfortable  couch. 

Shortly  they  reard  out  of  her  frosen  swownd ; 

And  aiterwardes  they  gan  with  fowle  reproch 

To  stirre  up  strife,  and  troublous  contecke  broch : 

But,  by  ensample  of  the  last  dayes  losse, 

None  of  them  rashly  durst  to  her  approch, 

Ne  in  so  glorious  spoile  themselves  embosse : 

Her  succourd  eke  the  champion  of  the  bloody  crosse. 

Bat  one  of  those  sixe  knights,  Gkirdant^  hight,  65 

Drew  out  a  deadly  bow  and  arrow  keene. 

Which  forth  he  sent  with  felonous  despight 

And  fell  intent  against  the  virgin  sheene : 

The  mortall  Steele  stayd  not  till  it  was  scene 

To  gore  her  side ;  yet  was  the  wound  not  deepe, 

But  lightly  rased  her  sofl  silken  skin. 

That  w*ops  of  purple  blood  thereout  did  weepe. 

Which  did  her  lily  smock  with  stunes  of  yermeil  steep. 

Wherewith  enrag*d  she  fiercelr  at  them  flew,  66 

And  with  her  flaming  sword  aoont  her  layd, 

That  none  of  them  foule  mischiefe  could  eschew, 

But  with  her  dreadfull  strokes  were  all  dismayd : 

Here,  there,  and  every  where,  about  her  swayd 

Her  wrathfull  Steele,  that  none  mote  it  abyde ; 

And  eke  the  Bedcrosse  knight  gave  her  good  ayd. 

At  looming  foot  to  foot,  and  syde  to  syde ; 

That  m  short  space  their  foes  they  have  quite  terrifyde. 

Tho,  whenas  all  were  put  to  shamefuU  flight,  G7 

The  noble  Britomartis  her  arayd. 

And  her  bright  armes  about  her  body  dight ; 

For  nothing  would  she  lenger  there  he  stayd, 

Where  so  loose  life  and  so  ungentle  trade 

Was  usd  of  knightes  and  ladies  seeming  gent: 

8o,  earely,  ere  the  grosse  earthes  gryesy  shade. 

Was  all  disperst  out  of  the  firmament, 

They  tooke  their  steeds,  and  forth  upon  their  ioumey  went 
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CANTO  n. 


The  Redcrosse  knight  to  Britomart 

Describeth  Artegrall : 
The  wondrous  myrrhoar,  bf  which  she 

In  love  withliim  did  faU. 

Hebe  have  I  cause  in  meil  lost  blame  to  find. 

That  in  their  proper  praise  too  |>artiall  bee, 

And  not  indifferent  to  woman  kind, 

To  whom  no  shure  in  armes  and  choyahree 

They  doe  impart,  ne  maken  memoree 

Of  tneir  brave  gestes  and  prowesse  martiall : 

Scarse  do  they  spare  to  one,  or  two  or  three, 

Eowme  in  their  writtes ;  yet  the  game  writing  small 

Does  all  their  deedes  deface,  and  dims  their  glories  all. 

But  by  rec6rd  of  Antique  times  I  finde 

That  wemen  wont  in  warres  to  bearo  most  sway. 

And  to  all  great  exploites  themselves  inclin'd, 

Of  which  they  still  the  girlond  bore  away ; 

Till  envious  men,  fearing  their  rules  decay, 

Cran  coyne  streight  lawes  to  curb  their  liberty : 

Yet,  sith  they  warlike  armes  have  laide  away, 

Th^have  exceld  in  artes  and  pollicy. 

That  now  we  foolish  men  that  prayse  gin  eke  t'  envy. 

Of  warlike  puissaunce  in  ages  spent, 

Be  thou,  faire  Britomart,  whose  prayse  I  wiyte ; 

But  of  ail  wisedom  be  thou  precedent, 

O  soyeraine  Queene  whose  prayse  I  would  endyte, 

Endite  I  would  as  dewtie  doth  excy  te ; 

But  ah !  my  ijmes  too  rude  and  rugged  arre, 

When  in  so  high  an  object  they  doe  Jyte, 

And,  striving  nt  to  make,  I  feare  doe  marret 

Thyselfe  thy  prayses  tell,  and  make  them  knuwen  farre. 

She,  traveiling  with  Guyon,  by  the  way 

Of  sondiy  thing^es  faire  purpose  gan  to  find, 

T*abridg  their  loumey  long  and  lingring  day: 

Mongst  which  it  fell  mto  tnat  Fairies  mind 

To  aake  tiiis  Br^n  Maid,  what  uncouth  wind 

Brought  her  into  those  pistes,  and  what  inquest 

Made  her  dissemble  her  disguised  kind : 

Faire  lady  she  him  seemd  like  lady  drest. 

But  fairest  knight  alive  when  armed  was  her  brest 
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Thereat  she  sighing  softly  had  no  powre  5 

To  speake  awhile,  ne  ready  answere  n^ike ; 

Bat  with  hart-thrillinff  throbs  and  bitter  stowre. 

As  if  she  had  a  fever  Btt,  did  quake, 

And  every  daintie  limbe  with  horrour  shake ;  * 

And  ever  and  anone  the  ros^  red 

Flasht  through  her  face,  as  it  had  beene  a  flake 

Of  lightning  through  bright  heven  fulmined : 

At  li^t,  the  passion  past,  she  thus  him  answered : 

**  Faire  sir,  I  let  you  weete,  that  from  the  howr©  6 

I  taken  was  from  nourses  tender  pap, 

I  have  been  trained  up  in  warlike  stowre, 

To  tossen  speare  and  shield,  and  to  aflrap 

The  warlike  ryder  to  his  most  mishap : 

Sithence  I  loathed  have  my  hfe  to  lead, 

As  ladies  wont,  in  pleasures  wanton  lap, 

To  finger  the  fine  needle  and  nyce  thread. 

Me  lever  were  with  point  of  foemans  speare  be  dead. 

"  All  my  delight  on  deedes  of  armes  is  sett,  7 

To  hunt  out  perilles  and  adventures  hard. 

By  sea,  by  land,  whercso  they  may  be  mett 

Onely  for  honour  and  for  high  regard. 

Without  respect  of  richesse  or  reward : 

For  such  intent  into  these  partes  I  came, 

Withouten  compasse  or  withouten  card. 

Far  fro  my  native  soyle,  that  is  by  name 

The  Grreat^r  Brytayne,  here  to  seeke  for  praise  and  fame. 

"  Fame  blazed  hath,  that  here  in  Faery  Lond  8 

Doe  many  famous  kniffhtes  and  ladies  wonne, 

And  many  straunge  adventures  to  bee  fond. 

Of  which  great  worth  and  worship  may  be  wonne: 

Which  to  prove,  I  this  voyage  have  begonne. 

But  mote  I  weet  of  you,  nght  courteous  knight, 

ladings  of  one  that  hath  unto  me  donne 

Late  foule  dishonour  and  reprochfull  spight. 

The  which  I  seek  to  wreake,  and  Arthegall  he  hight.** 

The  worde  gone  out  she  backe  againe  would  call,  9 

As  her  repenting  so  to  have  missayd. 

But  that  he,  it  uptaking  ere  the  fiul. 

Her  shortly  answered ;  "  Faire  martiall  mayd, 

Certes  ye  misavised  beene  t*  upbrayd 

A  gentle  knight  with  so  unknigbtly  blame ; 

For,  weet  ye  weU,  of  all  that  ever  playd 

At  tilt  or  tourney,  or  like  warlike  game. 

The  noble  Arthegall  hath  ever  borne  the  name. 
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"  Forthy  great  wonder  were  it,  if  such  Rhame  10 

Should  ever  enter  iu  his  bounteous  thought. 

Or  ever  doe  that  mote  deserven  blame : 

The  noble  corage  never  weeneth  ought 

That  may  unworthy  of  itselfe  be  thought. 

Therefore,  faire  damzell,  be  ye  well  aware, 

Least  that  too  farre  ye  have  your  sorrow  sought: 

You  and  your  country  both  I  wish  welfare, 

And  honour  both ;  for  each  of  other  worthy  are." 

The  royaU  maid  woxe  inly  wondrous  glad,  11 

To  heare  her  love  so  highly  ma^nifyde ; 

And  ioyd  that  ever  she  affixed  Had 

Her  hart  on  knight  so  goodly-glorifyde. 

However  finely  she  it  faind  to  hyde. 

The  loving  mother,  that  nine  monethes  did  beare 

In  the  deare  closett  of  her  painefull  syde 

Her  tender  babe,  it  seeing  safe  appeare, 

Dotli  not  so  much  reioyce  as  she  reioyced  theare. 

But  to  occasion  him  to  further  talke,  12 

To  feed  her  humor  with  his  pleasing  style. 

Her  list  in  stryfull  termes  with  him  to  balke, 

And  thus  replyde ;  "  However,  sir,  ye  fyle 

Your  courteous  ton^e  his  prayses  to  compyle. 

It  ill  beseemes  a  knight  of  gentle  sort, 

Such  as  ye  have  him  boasted,  to  beguyle 

A  simple  maide,  and  worke  so  hainous  tort, 

In  sluune  of  knighthood,  as  I  largely  can  report. 

**  Let  bee  therefore  my  vengeaunce  to  disswade,  13 

And  road,  where  I  that  Fay  tour  false  may  find/* 

"  Ah !  but  if  reason  faire  might  you  x>erswade 

To  slake  your  wrath,  and  mollirr  your  mind," 

Said  he,  *'  perhaps  ye  should  it  better  find : 

For  hardie  thing  it  is,  to  wcene  b.v  might 

That  man  to  hard  conditions  to  bind ; 

Or  ever  hope  to  match  in  equall  fight,  , 

Whose  prowesse  paragone  saw  never  living  wight. 

**  Ne  soothlich  is  it  easie  for  to  read  14 

Where  now  on  earth,  or  how,  he  may  be  fownd ; 

For  he  ne  wonneth  in  one  certeine  stead, 

But  restlesse  walketh  all  the  world  arownd. 

Ay  doing  thin^  that  to  his  fame  redownd, 

Defending  ladies  cause  and  orphans  right, 

Wheresone  heares  that  any  doth  confownd 

Them  comfortlesse  through  tynxmy  or  might ; 

So  is  his  soveraine  honour  raisde  to  hevens  bight." 
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His  feeling  wordes  her  feeble  sence  maoh  pleased,  15 

And  soflly  sonck  into  her  molten  hart : 

Hart,  that  is  inl^  hurt,  is  greatlr  eased 

With  hope  of  tmng  that  may  allegge  his  smart ; 

For  pleasinff  wordes  are  like  to  magick  art, 

That  doth  tne  charmed  snake  in  slomber  lay : 

Such  secrete  ease  felt  gentle  Britomart, 

Tet  list  the  same  effbrce  with  faind  gainesay ; 

(So  dischord  ofte  in  musick  makes  the  sweeter  lay ;) 

And  sayd ;  "  Sir  knight,  these  ^dle  termee  forbeare ;      .  16 

Ajid,  sith  it  is  uneath  to  find  his  haxmt. 

Tell  me  some  markes  by  which  he  may  appeare, 

If  chaunce  I  may  hini  encounter  pararaunt; 

For  perdy  one  snail  oth^  slay^  or  daunt :  [stedd, 

What  shape,  what  shield,  what  armes,  what  stee^  what 

And  whatso  else  his  person  most  may  Taunt  P" 

All  which  the  Eedcrosse  knight  to  point  ared. 

And  him  in  eyerie  part  before  her  fashioned. 

Yet  him  in  everie  part  before  she  knew,  17 

However  list  her  now  her  knowledge  fayne, 

Sith  him  whylome  in  Britayne  she  did  vew, 

To  her  revealed  in  a  mirrhour  playne : 

Whereof  did  grow  her  first  engraned  payne. 

Whose  root  and  stalke  so  bitter  yet  did  taste. 

That,  but  the  fruit  more  sweetnes  did  contayne. 

Her  wretched  dayes  in  dolour  she  mote  waste. 

And  yield  the  pray  of  love  to  lothsome  death  at  last. 

By  straunge  occasion  she  did  him  behold,  18 

Ajid  much  more  straun^ely  gan  to  love  his  sight, 

As  it  in  bookes  hath  wntten  oeene  of  old. 

In  Deheubarth,  that  now  South- Wales  is  hight. 

What  time  Kin^  Byence  raign'd  and  dealed  right. 

The  ^jeat  magitien  Merlin  had  deviz*d. 

By  his  deepe  science  and  hell-dreaded  might 

AJooking-glasse,  right  wondrously  aguiz  d,  [niz*d. 

'^liose  vertues  through  the  wyde  worlde  soone  were  solem- 

It  vertue  had  to  shew  in  perfect  sight  19 

Whatever  thing  was  in  the  world  contaynd. 

Betwixt  the  lowest  earth  and  hevens  hight. 

So  t^t  it  to  the  looker  appertaynd : 

Whatever  foe  had  wrought,  or  frend  had  faynd. 

Therein  discovered  was,  ne  ought  mote  pas, 

Ne  ought  in  secret  from  the  same  remaynd ; 

Forthy  it  round  and  hollow  shaped  was, 

like  to  the  world  itselfe,  and  seemd  a  world  of  glaa. 
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Who  wonders  not,  that  reades  so  wonderous  worke  P       20 

But  who  does  wonder,  that  has  red  the  towre 

Wherein  th'  Ae^yptian  Phao  lon^  did  lurke 

From  all  mens  yew,  that  none  miffht  her  discoure. 

Yet  she  might  all  men  vew  out  oflier  bowre  P 

Great  Ptolomse  it  for  his  Lemans  sake 

Ybuilded  all  of  glasse,  by  magicke  powre, 

And  also  it  impregnable  did  make  j 

Yet,  when  his  ioTe  was  false,  he  with  a  peaze  it  brake. 

Such  was  the  glassy  globe  that  Merlin  made,  SL 

And  gave  unto  Kinc  Eyence  for  his  ^rd, 

That  never  foes  his  kingdome  might  invade. 

But  he  it  knew  at  home  before  he  hard 

ladings  thereof,  and  so  them  still  delMur*d : 

It  was  a  famous  present  for  a  prince, 

And  worthy  worte  of  infinite  reward. 

That  ti'easons  could  bewray,  and  foes  convmce: 

Happy  this  realme,  had  it  remayned  ever  since  I 

One  day  it  fortuned  fayre  Britomart  22 

Into  her  fathers  closet  to  repayre ; 

For  nothing  he  from  her  reserv'd  apart, 

Being  his  onelv  daughter  and  his  hayre ; 

Where  when  she  had  espyde  that  mirrhoup  fayre, 

Herselfe  awhile  therein  she  vowd  in  vune : 

Tho,  her  avizing  of  the  vertues  rare 

Which  thereof  spoken  were,  she  gan  againe 

Her  to  bethinke  of  that  mote  to  herseBe  pertaine. 

Bui  as  it  falleth,  in  the  gentlest  harts  23 

Imperious  Love  hath  highest  set  his  throne, 
And  tyrannizeth  in  the  bitter  smarts 
.  Of  them,  that  to  him  buzome  are  and  prone : 
So  thought  this  mayd  (as  maydens  use  to  done) 
Whom  fortune  for  her  nusband  would  allot ; 
"Not  that  she  lusted  after  any  one. 
For  she  was  pure  from  blame  of  sinfull  blott ; 
Yet  wist  her  life  at  last  must  lincke  in  that  same  knot. 

Efisoones  there  was  presented  to  her  eye  2i 

A  comely  knight,  all  arm'd  in  complete  wize, 

Through  whose  bright  ventayle  lilted  up  on  hye 

His  manly  face,  that  did  his  foes  agrize 

And  frenos  to  termes  of  gentle  truce  entize, 

Lookt  foorth,  as  Phoebus  &oe  out  of  the  east 

Betwixt  two  shady  mountaynes  doth  arize: 

Portly  his  person  was,  and  much  increast 

Through  lua  hecoioke  grace  and  honorable  getti 
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His  crest  was  coTered  with  a  couchant  hownd,  25 

And  all  his  armour  seemd  of  Antique  mould, 
But  wondrous  massv  and  assured  sownd. 
And  round  about  ^fretted  all  with  f^old. 
In  which  there  wntten  was,  with  ethers  old, 
Achilles  armes  tc/iM  Artkegall  did  win : 
.  And  on  his  shield  enveloped!  seyenfold 
He  bore  a  crowned  little  ermilin. 
That  deckt  the  azure  field  with  her  fayre  pouldred  skin. 

The  damzeU  weU  did  vew  his  personage,  2G 

And  liked  well ;  ne  further  fastned  not, 

But  went  her  way ;  ne  her  unguilty  age 

Did  weene,  unwares,  that  her  unlucky  lot 

Lay  hidden  in  the  bottome  of  the  pot: 

Of  hurt  unwist  most  daunger  doth  redound: 

But  the  false  archer  which  that  arrow  shot 

So  slyly  that  she  did  not  feele  the  wound. 

Did  smyle  full  smoothly  at  her  weetlesse  wofull  stound. 

Thenceforth  the  fether  in  her  lofty  crest,  27 

Buffed  of  love,  gan  lowly  to  availe ; 

And  her  prowd  portaunce  and  her  princely  gest, 

With  which  she  earst  tiyiimphed,  now  did  quaile : 

Sad,  solemne,  sowre,  and  full  of  fancies  fraile. 

She  woxe ;  yet  wist  she  nether  how,  nor  why ; 

She  wist  not,  siUy  mayd,  what  she  did  aile. 

Yet  wist  she  was  not  well  at  ease  perdy ; 

Yet  thought  it  was  not  love,  but  some  mel&ncholy. 

So  soone  as  Night  had  with  her  paUid  hew  28 

Defaste  the  beautie  of  the  shvning  skye. 

And  refte  from  men  the  worfdes  desired  vew» 

She  with  her  nourse  adowne  to  sleepe  did  lye; 

But  sleepe  full  far  away  from  her  did  fly : 

Instead  thereof  sad  siglies  and  sorrowes  deepe 

Kept  watch  and  ward  about  her  warily ; 

That  nought  she  did  but  wayle,  and  often  steepe 

Her  dain^  couch  with  teares  which  closely  ^e  did  weepe. 

And  if  that  any  drop  of  slombring  rest  29 

Did  chaunce  to  still  into  her  weary  spright. 

When  feeble  nature  felt  herselfe  opprest, 

Streightway  with  dreames,  and  with  fantastick  sight 

Of  dreadfuJl  things,  the  same  was  put  to  flight ; 

That  oft  out  of  her  bed  she  did  astart. 

As  one  with  vew  of  ghastly  feends  affiright : 

Tho  gan  she  to  renew  her  former  smar^ 

ind  thinke  of  that  fayre  visage  written  in  her  hart 
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One  night,  when  she  was  tost  with  snch  onrest,  90 

Her  aged  noorse,  whose  name  was  Glaac^  hight, 
Feeling  her  leape  ont  of  her  loathed  nest. 
Betwixt  her  feeble  armes  her  qaickly  keight. 
And  downe  againe  in  her  warme  bed  her  di^ut: 
"Ah!  my  deare  daughter*  ah !  my  dearest  dread, 
What  nnconth  fit,"  sayd  she,  "  what  evill  plight 
Hath  thee  opprest,  and  with  sad  drearyhead 
Ghaonged  thy  lively  cheare,  and  Hying  made  thee  dead? 

**  For  not  of  nonght  these  snddein  ghastly  feares  31  - 

All  night  afflict  my  natnrall  repose : 

And  all  the  day,  whenas  thine  equal!  peares 

Their  fit  disports  with  faire  delight  doe  chose. 

Thou  in  dull  comers  doest  thyself  inclose ; 

Ne  tastest  princes  pleasures,  ne  doest  spred 

Abroad  thy  fresh  youths  fayrest  flo^Te,  but  lose 

Both  leafe  and  fruite,  both  too  untimely  shed, 

Ajb  pne  in  wilfuU  bale  for  ever  buried. 

"  The  time  that  mortall  men  their  weaiy  cares  82 

Do  lay  away,  and  all  wilde  beastes  do  rest. 

And  every  river  eke  his  course  forbeares, 

Then  dotn  this  wicked  evill  thee  infest, 

And  rive  witJi  thousand  throbs  thy  thrilled  brest : 

Like  an  huge  Aetn*  of  deepe  engulfed  gryefe, 

Sorrow  is  heaped  in  thy  hollow  chest, 

"Whence  foortn  it  breakes  in  sighes  and  anguish  lyfe, 

Ajb  smoke  and  sulphure  mingled  with  confased  stiyfe. 

''  Ay  me !  how  much  I  feare  least  love  it  bee  I  83 

But  if  that  love  it  be,  as  sure  I  read 

By  knowen  signes  and  passions  which  I  see, 

Be  it  worthy  of  thy  race  and  royall  sead, 

fDien  I  avow,  by  this  most  sacred  head 

Of  my  dear  foster  childe,  to  ease  thy  griefe 

And  win  thy  will :  therefore  away  doe  dread : 

For  death  nor  daunger  from  thy  dew  reliefe 

Shall  me  debarre :  tell  me,  therefore,  my  liefest  liefe !" 

So  having  sayd,  her  twixt  her  armes  twaine  8d 

Shee  streighUy  straynd,  and  colled  tenderly  j 
And  every  trembling  ioynt  and  every  vaine 
Shee  softly  felt,  and  rubbed  busily, 
To  doe  the  frosen  cold  away  to  fly ; 
And  her  faire  deawy  eies  with  kisses  deare 
Shee  ofte  did  bathe,  and  ofle  againe  did  dry: 
And  ever  her  imp6rtund  not  to  feare 
To  let  the  secret  of  her  hart  to  her  appeaie. 
V  2 
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The  damzell  paiixd ;  and  then  thus  fearfully ;  35 

"  Ah !  nurse,  what  needeth  thee  to  eke  my  payne  P 

Is  not  enough  that  I  alone  doe  dye, 

But  it  must  doubled  bee  with  death  of  twaineP 

For  nought  for  me  but  death  there  doth  remaine  I" 

"  O  daughter  deare,"  said  she,  "  despeire  no  whit  5 

For  never  sore  but  might  a  salve  obtaine : 

That  blinded  god,  which  hath  ye  blindly  smit, 

Another  arrow  hath  your  lovers  hart  to  hit." 

**  But  mine  is  not,"  quoth  she,  "  like  other  wownd ;  86 

For  which  no  reason  can  finde  remedy." 

"Was  never  such,  but  mote  the  like  be  fownd," 

Said  she ;  "and  though  no  reason  may  apply 

Salve  to  your  sore,  yet  love  can  higher  stye 

Then  reasons  reach,  and  oil  hath  wonders  donne." 

"  But  neither  god  of  love  nor  god  of  skye 

Can  doe,"  said  she,  "  that  which  cannot  be  donne." 

"  Things  oft  impossible,"  quoUi  she,  *'  seeme  ere  begonnc*** 

"  These  idle  wosdea."  said  she,  "  doe  nought  aswage        37 

My  stubbome  ^mart,  but  more  annoiaunoe  breed: 

For  no.  no  usuall  Hre.  no  usuall  rage 

Yt  is,  O  nourse,  which  on  my  life  doth  feed, 

And  sucks  the  ilood  which  trom  my  hart  doth  bleed. 

But  since  thy  faithfull  zele  lets  me  not  hyde 

My  crime,  (if  crime  it  be,)  I  will  it  reed. 

"Nor  prince  nor  pere  it  is,  whose  love  hath  giyde 

My  leeble  brest  of  late,  and  launched  this  wound  wyde. 

"  Nor  man  it  is,  noc  other  living  wight :  38 

For  then  some  hope  I  might  unto  me  draw ; 

But  th'  only  shade  and  semblant  of  a  knight» 

Whose  shape  or  person  yet  I  never  saw. 

Hath  me  subiected  to  loves  cruell  law : 

The  same  one  day,  as  me  misfortune  led, 

I  in  my  fathers  wondrous  mirrhour  saw. 

And,  pleased  with  that  seeming  goodlyhed, 

Unwares  the  hidden  hooke  with  oaite  I  swallowed: 

"  Sithens  it  hath  infixed  faster  hold,  99 

Within  mv  bleeding  bowells,  and  so  sore 

Now  ranckleth  iu  this  same  firaile  fleshly  mould, 

That  all  mine  entrailes  flow  with  poisnous  gore, 

And  th'  ulcer  groweth  daily  more  and  more ; 

Ne  can  my  ronning  sore  finde  remedee. 

Other  than  my  hara  fortime  to  deplore. 

And  lanffuish  as  the  leafe  fain  from  the  tree. 

Till  death  make  one. end  of  n^  daiea  and  misereeT 
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**  Daughter,"  said  she,  "  wliat  need  ye  be  diflmayd  P         49 

Or  why  make  ye  such  monster  of  yoar  minde  P 

Of  much  more  uncouth  thing  I  was  afirayd : 

Of  filthy  lust,  contr&rjr  unto  kinde : 

But  this  affection  nothing  straunge  I  finde ; 

For  who  with  reason  can  you  Aye  reprove 

To  love  the  semblaunt  pleasing  most  your  minde, 

And  yield  your  heart  whence  ye  cannot  remove  P 

No  guilt  in  you,  but  in  the  tyranny  of  love. 

"'  Not  so  th'  Arabian  Myrribe  did  sett  her  mjrnd  i  41 

Nor  so  did  Biblis  c^nd  her  pining  hart ; 

But  lov'd  their  native  flei^  a^inst  al  kynd. 

And  to  their  purpose  used  wicked  art : 

Yet  playd  Pasiphae  a  more  monstrous  part, 

That  lov*d  a  bml,  and  leamd  a  beast  to  bee : 

Such  shameful]  lustes  who  loaths  not,  which  depart 

From  course  of  nature  and  of  modesteeP 

Swete  love  such  lewdnet  bands  from  his  £ure  eompanee. 

"  But  thine,  my  deare,  (welfare  thy  heart,  my  deare !)      42 
Though  straunge  beginning  had,  yet  fixed  is 
On  one  that  worthy  may  perhaps  a{)peare ; 
And  certes  seemes  oestowed  not  amis : 
lo^  thereof  have  thou  and  etemall  blis !" 
'  With  that,  upleaning  on  her  elbow  weake, 
Her  alablaster  forest  she  soft  did  kis. 
Which  all  that  while  shee  felt  to  pant  and  quake. 
As  it  an  earth-quake  were :  at  last  she  thus  oesipake ; 


**  Beldame,  your  words  doe  worke  me  litle  < 

For  though  my  love  be  not  so  lewdly  heiot 

As  those  ye  blame,  yet  may  it  nought  appease 

My  raging  smart,  ne  ougmt  my  fi^e  relent. 

But  rather  doth  my  helpelesse  griefe  augment. 

For,  they,  however  shamefull  and  unkinde, 

Yet  did  poeeesse  Uieir  horrible  intent : 

Short  end  of  sorrowee  they  therbv  did  finde; 

So  was  their  fortune  good,  though  wicked  were  their  mindOk 

**  But  wicked  fortune  mine,  though  minde  be  good,  44 

Can  have  no  end  nor  hope  of  my  desire, 

But  feed  on  shadowes  whiles  1  die  for  food, 

And  like  a  shadow  weze,  whiles  with  entire 

Aflection  I  doe  languish  and  expire. 

I,  fonder  then  Cephisus  foolish  ohyld, 

Wh<x  having  vewed  in  a  fountaine  shere 

His  face,  was  with  the  love  thereof  beguyld ; 

I,  fonder,  love  a  fhade,  the  body  far  exyld." 
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*'  Nought  like,*'  quotli  shee ;  "  for  that  same  wretched  boy  45 

Was  of  himselfe  the  ydle  paramoure. 

Both  love  and  lover,  without  hope  of  ioy ; , 

For  which  he  faded  to  a  watry  nowre^ 

But  better  fortune  thine,  and  better  howre. 

Which  lov'st  the  shadow  of  a  warlike  knight ; 

No  shadow,  but  a  body  hath  in  powre : 

That  body,  wheresoever  that  it  Fight, 

May  learned  be  by  cyphers,  or  by  magicke  might. 

**  But  if  thou  mav  with  reason  yet  represse  46 

The  growing  evill,  ere  it  strength  have  gott, 

And  thee  abandond  wholy  do  possesse ; 

Against  it  strongly  strive,  and  yield  thee  nott^ 

Til  thou  in  open  nelde  adowne  oe  smott : 

But  if  the  passion  mayster  thy  fraile  might, 

So  that  needs  love  or  death  must  be  thy  lotty 

Then  I  avow  to  thee,  by  wronp  or  right 

To  compas  thy  desirO)  and  find  that  E>ved  knight." 

Her  cheareiull  words  much  cheard  the  feeble  spright       47 

Of  the  sicke  virgin,  that  her  downe  she  la;trd 

In  her  warme  bed  to  sleepe.if  that  she  might ; 

And  the  old-woman  earefullr  displayd 

The  clothes  about  her  round  with  busy  ayd ; 

So  that  at  last  a  Htle  creeping  sleepe 

Surprizd  her  sence :  shee,  tberewitn  well  apayd, 

Th^  dronken  lamp  down  in  the  oyl  did  steepe. 

And  sett  her  by  to  watoh,  and  sett  her  by  to  weepoi. 

Eaiely,  the  morrow  next,  before  that  Day  48 

His  iovous  face  did  to  the  world  revele. 

They  both  uprose  and  tooke  their  readv  way 

Unto  the  church,  their  praiers  to  appele, 

With  great  devotion,  and  with  litle  zele : 

For  the  faire  damzell  from  the  holy  herse 

Her  love-sicke  hart  to  other  thoughts  did  steale: 

And  that  old  dame  said  many  an  idle  verse. 

Out  of  her  daughters  hart  fond  £mcies  to  reverse. 

Betoumed  home,  the  royall  infant  fell  49 

Into  her  former  fitt ;  for  why  P  no  powre 

Nor  guidaunce  of  herselfe  in  her  did  dwell. 

But  m  aged  nourse,  her  calling  to  her  bowre,. 

Had  gathered  rew,  and  savine,  and  theflowro 

Of  camphora,  and  calaroint,  and  dill ; 

All  which  she  in  a  earthen  pot  did  ^ure. 

And  to  the  brim  with  coltwood  did  it  fill, 

And  many  drops  of  milk  and  blood  through  it  did  spilL 
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Tlien,  taking  thrise  three  heares  from  off  har  head,  60 

Them  treblj  breaded  in  a  threefold  lace, 

And  round  about  the  pots  mouth  bound  the  thread ; 

And,  after  hayinfl:  whispered  a  space 

Certein  sad  words  with  hollow  voice  and  bace, 

Shee  to  the  virgin  sayd,  thrise  sayd  she  itt ; 

**  Come,  daughter,  come ;  come,  spit  upon  my  face, 

Spitt  thrise  upon  me,  thrise  upon  me  spitt ; 

Th*  uneven  jiomber  for  this  buaines  is  most  fitt." 

That  sayd,  her  rownd  about  she  from  her  tumd,  61 

She  turned  her  contr&ry  to  the  sunne ; 

Thrise  she  her  tumd  contr&ry,  and  retumd 

All  cdntrary ;  forshe  the righ^  did  shunne ; 

And  everwhat  she  did  was  streight  undonne. 

So  thought  she  to  undoe  her  daughter's  love : 

But  love,  that  is  in  gentle  brest  begonne, 

No  ydle^charmes  so  lightlv  may  remove ; 

That  well  can  witnesse,  wha  by  tryall  it  does  prove. 

Ne  ouffht  it  mote  the  noUe  mayd  axrayle,  62 

Ne  slate  the  fury  of  her  cruell  flame. 

But  that  shee  still  did  waste,  and  still  did  wayle. 

That,  thfouffh  long  languour  and  hart-burning  brame, 

She  shortly  like  a  pyned  ffhost  became 

Which  long  hath  waited  by  the  Stygian  strond ; 

That  when  old  Glauc^  saw,  far  feare  lea^t  blame 

Of  her  miscarriage  should  in  her  be  fond, 

She  wist  not  how  t'  amend,  nor  how  it  to  withstond. 


CAKTOIIL 

KerHii  bewnijes  to  Britomart 

The  state  of  Arthegall : 
ioid  shewee  the  famous  progeny. 

Which  frooi  them  springeii  shalL 

Most  sacred  fyre,  tiiat  bumest  mightily 

In  living  brests,  ykindled  first  above 

Emongrt  th'  etemall  spheres  and  lamping  sky, 

And  thence  pourd  into  men,  which  men  call  Love; 

Not  that  same,  which  doth  base  affections  move 

In  brutish  mindes,  and  filthv  lust  inflame ; 

But  that  sweete  fit  that  dotn  true  beautie  love, 

And  choseth  Yertue  for  his  dearest  dame. 

Whence  spring  all  noble  deedes  and  never-dying  fame : 
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"Well  did  Antiquity  a  god  thee  deeme,  2 

That  over  mortall  mindes  hast  so  great  might» 

To  order  them  as  best  to  thee  doth  seeme, 

And  all  their  actions  to  direct  ari^t : 

The  fatall  purpose  of  divine  foresight 

Thou  doest  effect  in  destined  descents, 

Through  deepe  impression  of  thy  secret  might, 

And  stirredst  up  tn'  heroes  high  intents. 

Which  the  late  world  admyres  for  wondrous  monimenta. 

But  thy  dredd  dartes  in  none  doe  triumph  metre,  S 

Ne  braver  proofe  in  any  of  thy  powre 

Shewd'st  thou,  then  in  this  royaU  maid  of  yore, 

Making  her  seeke  an  unknowne  paramoure. 

From  me  worlds  end,  through  many  a  bitter  stowre  j 

From  whose  two  loynes  thou  afterwardes  did  rayse 

Most  famous  fruites  of  matrimoniall  bowre, 

Which  through  the  earth  have  spredd  their  living  prayse, 

That  fame  in  tromp  of  gold  etenudly  displayes. 

Begin  then,  O  my  dearest  sacred  dame,  4 

Daughter  of  PhoBbus  and  of  Memorye, 

That  doest  ennoble  with  immortall  name 

The  warlike  worthies,  from  antiquitye, 

In  thy  great  volume  of  etemitye : 

Begin,  O  Clio,  and  recount  from  hence 

Mv  glorious  soveraines  goodly  Aunoestrye, 

Till  that  by  dew  degrees,  and  long  pretense. 

Thou  have  it  lastly  brought  uatolier  excellence. 

Pull  many  wayes  within  her  troubled  mind  S 

Old  Glaucfe  cast  to  cure  this  ladies  griefe ; 

Full  many  wayes  she  sought  but  none  could  find. 

Nor  herbes,  nor  charmea,  nor  counsel  that  is  chiefe 

And  choisest  med'cine  for  sick  harts  reliefe : 

Forthy  great  care  she  tooke,  and  greater  feare. 

Least  that  it  should  her  tume  to  f<)wle  repriefe 

And  sore  reproch,  ii^enso  her  father  deare 

Should  of  his  dearest  daughters  hard  misfortune  heare. 

At  last  she  her  avisde,  that  he  which  made  6 

That  mirrhour,  wherein  the  sicke  damosell 

So  straungely  vewed  her  straunge  lovers  shade,  * 

To  weet,  the  learned  Merlin,  well  could  tell 

Under  what  coast  of  heaven  the  man  did  dwell. 

And  by  what  means  his  love  might  best  be  i^TOUght : 

For,  though  b^ond  the  Aftick  Ismael, 

Or  th'  Inman  Peru  he  were,  she  thought 

Him  forth  through  infinite  endeavour  to  have  sought. 
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Forthwith  themBelyes  disgoisinfl^  both  in  strann^  7 

And  base  attyre,  that  none  might  them  bewray, 

To  Maridunmn,  that  is  now  by  chaange 

Of  name  Cayr-Merdin  cald,  they  tooke  their  way : 

There  the  wise  Meriin  whylome  wont  (they  say) 

To  make  his  wonne,  low  underneath  the  groand, 

In  a  deepe  delve,  farre  from  the  vew  of  day, 

That  of  no  living  wight  he  mote  be  found, 

Whenso  he  oounseld  with  his  spnghts  encompast  round. 

And,  if  thou  ever  happen  that  same  way  8 

To  tanveill,  go  to  see  Uiat  dreadfull  place : 

It  is  an  hideous  hollow  cave  (they  say) 

Under  a  rock  that  lyes  a  little  space 

From  the  swift  Bany,  tombling  down  apace 

Emongst  the  woody  billes  of  Dyneuowre : 

But  dare  thou  net,  I  charge,  in  any  caoe 

To  enter  into  that  same  balefull  bowre. 

For  feare  the  cruell  feendes  should  thee  unwares  devowre : 

But  standing  high  alofl  low  lay  thine  eare,  9 

And  there  such  shastly  noyse  of  yron  chaines 
And  brasen  eaudrons  thou  shalt  rombling  heare. 
Which  thousand  sprights  with  long  enduring  paines 
Doe  tosse,  that  it  will  stonn  thy  feeble  braines ; 
And  oflentimee  great  grones,  and  grievous  stownds. 
When  too  huge  toile  and  labour  mem  constraines ; 
And  oftentimes  loud  strokes  and  ringing  sowndes 
From  under  that  deepe  rock  most  horribly  rebowndes. 

The  cause,  some  say,  is  this :  a  litle  whyle  10 

Before  that  Merlin  dyde,  he  did  intend 

A  brasen  wall  in  oompas  to  compyle 

About  Oairmardin,  and  did  it  commend 

Unto  these  sprighte  to  bring  to  perfect  end : 

During  which  worke  the  Lady  of  the  Lake, 

Whom  long  he  lov'd,  for  him  in  hast  did  send ; 

Who,  thereby  forst  his  workemen  to  forsake, 

Them  bo?m<(  till  his  retoume,  their  labour  not  to  slake. 

In  the  mean  time  through  that  false  ladies  traine  11 

He  was  surprisd,  and  buried  under  beare, 

Ne  ever  to  nis  worke  retumd  againe : 

Nath'lesse  those  feends  may  not  their  worke  forbeare^ 

So  greatly  his  c<Hnmandemont  l^ey  feare. 

But  there  doe  toyle  and  traveile  day  and  night, 

UntiU  that  brasen  wall  they  up  doe  reare : 

For  Merlin  had  in  magick  more  insight 

Then  ever  him  before  or  after  living  wight : 
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For  he  by  wordea  could  call  out  of  the  tiky  13 

Both  sunne  and  moone,  and  make  them  mm  obay; 

The  land  to  sea,  and  sea  to  maineland  dry, 

^d  darkaom  night  he  eke  coukl  turne  to  day; 

Huffe  hostes  of  men  he  could  alone  dismay. 

Ana  hostes  of  men  of  meanest  thinges^could  frame 

Whenso  him  list  his  enimies  to  fray: 

That  to  this  day,  for  terror  of  his  tame, 

The  feendes  do  quake  when  any  him  to  them  doea  name. 

And,  sooth,  men  say  that  he  was  not  the  sonne  IB 

Of  mortall  syre  or  other  liTinff  wight. 

But  wondrously  begotten,  anof  begonne 

By  false  illusion  of  a  guilefull  spright 

On  a  faire  lady  Nonne.  that  whilome  hight 

Matilda,  daughter  to  Pabidius, 

Who  was  the  lord  of  Marthtrayal  by  rights 

Ajid  coosen  unto  king  Ambroeius ; 

Whence  he  indued  was  with  skill  so  manreilou8». 

They,  here  arriying,  staid  awhile  without,  Id 

Ne  durst  adventure  rashly  in  to  wend. 

But  of  their  first  intent  gan  make  new  dout 

For  dread  of  daunger,  which  it  might  portend  t 

Untill  the  hardy  mayd  (with  Love  to  nresd) 

First  entering,  the  dreadfull  Mage  there  fownd. 

Deepe  busiedi  *bout  worke  of  wondroua  end. 

And  writing  straunge  characters  in  the  grownd^ 

With  which  the  stubbome  feendes  he  to  his  service  bownd. 

He  nought  was  moved  at  their  entraunoe  bold,.  16 

For  of  their  commin^  well  he  wist  afore ; 

Tet  list  them  bid  their  businesse  to  utifio^d, 

As  if  ought  in  this  world  in  secrete  store 

Were  from  him  hidden,  or  unknowne  of  yore. 

Then  Glauc^  thus :  **  Let  not  it  thee  offend, 

That  we  thus  nashly  throu^  thy  darksom  dore 

Unwares  have  prest ;  for  either  fatall  end, 

Or  other  mightie  cause,  us  two  did  hether  send.**' 

He  bad  teE on  •  and  then  she  thus  began;  16 

"  Now  have  three  moones  with  borrowd  brothers  light 

Thrise  shined  faire,  and  thrise  seemd  dim  and  wan, 

Sith  a  sore  evill).  whioh  this  virgin  bright 

Tormenteth  and  doth  plooffe  in  dolefiul  plight. 

First  rooting  tooke  j  but  vi^c  thing  it  mote  bee. 

Or  whence  it  sprong,  I  cannot  read  aright : 

But  this  I  read,  that,  but  if  remedee 

Thou  her  afibrd,  full  shortly  I  her  d^ad  shall  see." 
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Therewith  th'  enchaunter  softly  g^an  to  smyle  17 

At  her  smooth  speedies,  weetinp^  inly  well 

That  she  to  hii&  dissembled  womanish  guyle, 

And  to  her  said;  "  Beldame,  hv  that  ye  tell 

More  neede  of  leach-orafle  hath  your  Damozell, 

Then  of  my  skill:  who  heipe  may  have  elsewhere, 

In  yaine  seekes  wonders  out  of  magick  spell." 

Th'  old  wonuuv  wox  half  blanck  those  wordes  to  heare : 

And  yet  was  lotb  to  let  her  purpose  plaine  appeare ; 

And  to  him  said:  "  Yf  any  leaches  skill,  ID 

Or  other  leiomed  mean^a,  could  hare  redrest 

This  my  deare  daughters  deepe-enffraffed  ill,. 

Certes  I  should  be  loth  thee  to  molest : 

But  this  sad  evilly  whioh  doth  her  infest, 

Doth  course  of  naturall  cause  farre  exceed^ 

And  housed  is  within  her  hoUow  brest, 

That  either  seemes  some  cursed  witchea  deed. 

Or  evil  spright,.that  in  her  doth  such  tcmnent  breed.*' 

The  wisard  could  no  lenger  beave  her  bord^  ID 

But,  bursting  forth  in  laughter,  to  her  sayd; 

"  Glauc^,  what  needes  this  colourable  word 

To  cloke  the  cause  that  hath  itselfe  bewrayd^ 

Ne  ye,  £ayre  Britomaniis,  thus  arayd, 

More  hidden  are  then  sunne  in  cloudy  ^ei 

Whom  thy  good  fortune,  having  fate  obayd,. 

Hath  hether  brought  for  succour  to  appele ; 

The  which  the  powres  to  thee  ore  pleased  to  rerele." 

The  doubtfull  mayd,  seeing  herselle  descryde^  20 

Was  all  abasht)  and  her  pure  yvory 

Into  a  deare  camation^suddeine  dyde ;. 

As  finyre  Aurora,  rising  hastily. 

Doth  bv  her  blushmg  tell  that  she  did  \f.e- 

All  night  in  old  Tithonus  frozen. bed, 

Whereof  she  seemes -ashamed  inwardly:. 

But  her  old  nourse  was  nought  dishartened^ 

But  vauntage  made  of  that  which  Merlin  had  ared ; 

Andsavd;  "  Sith  then  thou  knowest  all  our  griefe,  21 

^or  what  doest  not  thou  knoweP)  of  grace  I  pray, 

Pitty  our  pla3rnt,  and  yield  us  meet  renefe  I" 

With  that  the  prophet  still  awhile  did  stay, 

And  then  his  spirite-thus  gan  foorth  display;. 

"  Most  noble  virgin,  that  by  fatall  lore 

Hast  leam'd  to  love,  let  no  whit  thee  dismay 

The  hard  beginne  that  meetes  thee  in  the  dore. 

And  with  sharpe  fits  thy  tender  hart  oppresseth  sore  t 
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**  For  80  must  all  things  excellent  begin ;  22 

And  eke  enrooted  deepe  must  be  that  tree, 

Whose  big  embodied  braunehes  shall  not  lin 

Till  they  to  hevens  hight  f<Hth  stretched  bee. 

For  from  thy  wombe  a  famous  progenee 

Shall  spring  out  of  the  auncient  Trojan  blood, 

Which  shall  revive  the  sleeping  memoree 

Of  those  same  Antique  peres,  the  hevens  brood, 

Which  Greeke  and  Asian  rivers  wtajmed  with  their  blood. 

'*'  Eenowmed  kings,  and  sacred  emperours,  23 

Thy  fruitfull  offspring,  shall  from  tiiee  descend ; 

Brave  captaines,  and  most  mighty  warriours. 

That  shall  their  conquests  through  all  lands  extend, 

And  their  decayed  kingdomes  shall  amend : 

The  feeble  Britons,  broken  with  long  warre, 

They  shall  upreare,  and  mightily  defend 

Agamst  their  forren  foe  that  oommes  from  farre, 

Till  umversall  peace  compound  all  civiU  iarre. 

*'  It  was  not,  Britomart,  thy  wandrrng  eye  24 

Glauncing  unwares  in  charmed  looking-glas, 

But  the  streight  course  of  hevenly  destiny, 

Led  with  EtemaU  Providence,  that  has 

Grujrded  thv  glaunce,  to  bring  hb  will  to  pas: 

Ne  is  thy  mte,  ne  is  th^  fortune  ill. 

To  love  the  prowest  knight  that  ever  was : 

Therefore  submit  thy  wayes  unto  his  will, 

And  doe,  by  aU  dew  meanes,  thy  destiny  fulfilL" 

**  But  read,*'  said  Glauo^,  "  thou  magitian,  26 

What  meanes  shall  she  out-seeke,  or  what  waies  tak«P 

How  shall  she  know,  how  shall  she  finde  the  maaP 

Or  what  needes  her  to  toyle,  sith  fates  can  make 

Way  for  themselves  their  purpose  to  pertakeP** 

Then  Merlin  thus ;  "  Indeede  the  fates  are  firme. 

And  mav  not  shrinck,  though  all  the  world  do  shake : 

Yet  ought  mens  good  endevours  them  confirme, 

And  guyde  the  heavenly  causes  to  their  constant  terme. 

"  The  man,  whom  heavens  have  orda  vnd  to  bee  9^ 

The  spouse  of  Britomart,  is  Arthegall : 

He  wonneth  in  the  land  of  Fayeree, 

Yet  is  no  Fary  borne,  ne  sib  at  all 

To  Elfes,  but  sprong  of  seed  terrestriall. 

And  whylome  by  fmae  Faries  stolen  away, 

Whyles  yet  in  infant  cradle  he  did  crall ; 

Ne  other  to  himselfe  is  knowne  this  dav, 

But  that  he  by  an  £lfe  was  gotten  of  a  Fay  t 
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**  Bat  sooth  he  w  the  sonne  of  G^rlois,  27 

And  brother  unto  Cador,  Corniah  king ; 

And  for  his  warlike  feates  reoowmed  la. 

From  where  the  day  out  of  the  sea  doth  spring, 

Untill  the  closure  of  the  evening : 

From  thence  him,  firmelv  bound  with  faithfull  band. 

To  this  his  native  soyle  thou  back  shalt  bring. 

Strongly  to  ayde  his  countrey  to  withstand 

The  powre  of  forreine  paynims  which  invade  thy  land. 

**  Great  ayd  thereto  his  mighty  poissaunce  28 

And  dreaded  name  shall  give  m  that  sad  day; 

Where  also  proofe  of  thy  prow  vaUaunoe 

Thou  then  shalt  make,  t'  increase  thy  lover's  pray: 

Long  time  ye  both  in  armes  shall  beare  great  sway. 

Till  thy  wombes  burden  thee  from  them  do  call, 

And  his  last  fate  him  from  thee  take  away; 

Too  rathe  cut  off  by  practise  criminall 

Of  secrete  foes,  that  him  shall  nuike  in  miachiefe  falL 

"  With  thee  yet  shall  he  leave,  for  memory  28 

Of  his  late  puissaunce,  his  ymage  dead, 

That  living  him  in  all  activity 

To  thee  shall  represent :  he,  from  the  head 

Of  his  coosen  Constantius,  without  dread 

Shall  take  the  crowne  that  was  his  fathers  right, 

And  therewith  crowne  himselfe  in  th'  others  steads 

Then  shall  he  issew  forth  with  dreadfull  might 

Against  his  Saxon  foes  in  bloody  field  to  fight 

"  like  as  a  ly^on  that  in  drowsie  cave  90 

Hath  long  Ume  slept,  himselfe  so  shall  he  shake ; 

And,  comming  forth,  shall  spred  his  banner  brave 

Over  the  troubled  south,  that  it  shall  make 

The  warlike  Mertians  for  feare  to  quake: 

Thrise  shall  he  fight  with  them,  and  twise  shall  win; 

But  the  third  time  shall  fayre  accordaunoe  make : 

And,  if  he  then  with  victone  can  lin. 

He  shall  his  dayes  with  peace  bring  to  his  earthly  in. 

**  His  Sonne,  hight  Yortipore,  shall  him  succeede  81 

In  kingdome,  but  not  inrelicit^: 

Yet  shall  he  long  time  warre  with  happy  speed 

And  with  great  honour  many  batteills  try; 

But  at  the  last  to  th'  importunity 

Of  froward  fortune  shall  be  forst  to  yield: 

But  his  Sonne  Mako  shall  full  mightily 

Avenffe  his  fathers  losse  with  speare  and  shield. 

And  his  pioud  foes  ditoomfit  in  victorious  field. 
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*'  Behold  the  man !  and  tell  me,  Britomart,  32 

If  ay  more  goodly  creature  thou  didst  see? 

How  like  a  ^aunt  in  each  manly  part 

Beares  he  himseHe  widi  portly  maiestee, 

That  one  of  th'  old  heroes  seemea  to  bee! 

He  the  six  islands,  comprovinciall 

In  auncient  times  unto  great  Britainee, 

Sha.l  to  the  same  reduce,  and  to  him  caU 

Their  sondry  kings  to  do  their  homage  seyeraH. 

*^  All  which  his  sonne  Caretieos  awhile  33 

Shall  well  defend,  and  Saxons  powre  supprease ; 

Untill  a  straunger  king,  from  unknowne  soyle 

Arriving,  him  with  multitude  oppresse ; 

Great  (^rmond,  hayinsr  with  huge  mightinesse 

Ireland  subdewd,  and  therein  fixt  his  Sirone, 

Like  a  swift  otter,  fell  through  emptinesse. 

Shall  overswim  the  sea  with  many  one 

Of  his  Norveyses,  to  assist  ike  Bntons  ibne. 

*•  He  in  his  furie  -all  shidl  over-ronne,  Zi 

And  holy  church  with  faithlesse  handes  deface. 

That  thy  sad  people,  utterly  fordonne, 

Shall  to  the  utmost  mountaines  fly  apace : 

Was  never  so  great  waste  in  any  place, 

Nor  so  fowle  outrage  doen  by  living  men; 

For  all  thy  citties  they  shall  sacke  and  race, 

And  the  greene  grasse  that  groweth  they  shall  bren. 

And  even  the  wilde  beast  shall  dy  in  starved  den. 

"  Whiles  thus  thy  Britons  doe  in  languour  pine,  35 

Proud  Etheldred  shall  from  the  north  arise, 

Serving  th'  ambitious  will  of  Augustine, 

And,  passing  Dee,  with  hardy  enterprise 

Shall  oacke  rc])u]8e  the  valiaunt  Brockwell  twise. 

And  Bangor  with  massacred  martyrs  fill : 

But  the  third  time  shall  rew  his  fool-haroise : 

For  Cadwan,  pittying  his  peoples  ill. 

Shall  stoutly  him  defeat,  and  thousand  Saxons  kill. 

"But,  after  him,  Codwallin  mightily  3G 

On  his  Sonne  Edwin  all  those  wrongs  shall  wreake ; 

Ne  shall  availe  the  wicked  sorcery 

Of  false  Pellite  his  purposes  to  breake, 

But  him  shall  slay,  and  on  a  gallowes  bleak 

Shall  give  th'  encnaunter  his  unhappy  hire : 

Then  shall  the  Britons,  late  dismayd  and  weake. 

From  their  lonff  vassallage  gin  to  respire, 

And  on  their  Paynim  foes  avenge  their  ranckled  ire. 
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^  Ne  shall  he  yet  his  wrath  mitigate,  d7 

nil  both  the  sonnes  of  Edwin  he  have  8la3me, 

Ofiricke  and  Osricke,  twinnee  unfortunate. 

Both  slaine  in  battaile  upon  Laybume  playne, 

Together  with  the  Kini^  of  Louthiane, 

Hight  Adin,  and  the  King  of  Orkeny, 

Bom  ioynt  partakers  of  their  fatall  payne : 

But  Penda,  fearefuU  of  like  desteney. 

Shall  yield  himselfe  his  liegeman,  and  sweare  f^ty : 

**'  Him  shall  he  make  his  fatall  instrument  38 

T*  afflict  the  other  Saxons  unsubdewd: 

He  marching  forth  with  Airy  insolent 

Against  the  good  King  Oswald,  who  indewd 

With  h^venly  powre,  and  by  angels  reskewd. 

All  holding  crosses  in  their  hands  on  hye. 

Shall  him  defeate  withouten  blood  imbrewd: 

Of  which  that  field  for  endlesse  memory 

Shall  Hevenfield  be  cald  to  all  posterity. 

"  Whereat  Cadwallin  wroth  shall  forth  issew,  89 

And  an  huge  boste  in  Northumber  lead. 

With  which  he  godly  Oswald  shall  smbdew. 

And  crowne  with  martiredome  his  sacred  head: 

Whose  brother  Oswin,  daunted  with  like  dread,     * 

With  price  of  silver  shall  his  kingdome  buy; 

And  Fenda,  seeking  him  adowne  to  tread. 

Shall  tread  adowne,  and  doe  him  fowly  dye: 

But  shall  with  gifts  his  lord  Cadwallin  pacify. 

"  Then  shall  Cadwallin  die ;  and  then  the  raine  ^ 

Of  Britons  eke  with  him  attonce  shall  dye; 

Ne  shall  the  good  Cadwallader,  wit^  paine 

Or  powre,  be  hable  it  to  remedy, 

When  the  full  time,  i)refixt  by  destiny, 

Shall  be  expird  of  Britons  regiment : 

For  heven  itselfe  shall  their  successe  envy. 

And  them  with  plagues  and  murrins  pestilent 

Consume,  till  all  their  warlike  puissaunce  be  spent. 

*^  Yet  after  all  these  sorrowes,  and  huge  hills  ^ 

Of  dying  people,  during  eight  yeares  space, 

Cadwallaaer,  not  yieldmg  to  his  ills. 

From  Armoricke,  where  long  in  wretched  caoe 

He  liv'd,  retouming  to  his  native  place, 

Shal  be  my  vision  staide  from  his  intent : 

For  th'  heavens  have  decreed  to  displace 

The  Britons  for  their  sinnes  dew  punishment, 

And  to  the  Saxons  over-give  their  government. 
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"  Then  woo,  and  woe,  and  everlasting  woe, 
Be  to  the  Briton  babe  that  ahal  be  borne, 
To  live  in  thraldom  of  his  fathers  foe ! 
Late  kinfi:,  now  captive ;  late  lord,  now  forlome ; 
The  worlds  reprocn :  the  crueU  victors  scorne; 
Banisht  from  princely  bowre  to  wasteful  wood! 
O !  who  shall  nelpe  me  to  lament  and  moume 
The  royall  seed,  tne  Antique  Trogan  blood. 
Whose  empire  lenger  here  then  ever  any  stood!" 

The  damzell  was  full  deepe  empassioned  43 

Both  for  his  griefe,  and  for  her  peonies  sake. 

Whose  future  woes  so  plaine  he  fashioned ; 

And  siffhing  sore,  at  leng:th  him  thus  bespake; 

**  Ah!  But  will  hevens  fury  never  slake. 

Nor  vengeauuce  huge  relent  itselfe  at  last  P 

Will  not  lon^  miseiy  late  mercy  make, 

But  shall  their  name  for  ever  be  defaste, 

And  quite  from  off  the  earth  their  memory  be  rasteP" 

"  Nay  but  the  terme,"  said  he, "  is  limited,  4st 

That  in  this  thraldomo  Britons  shall  abide ; 

And  the  iust  revolution  measured 

That  they  as  straungers  shall  be  notifide : 

For  twise  fowre  hundreth  yeares  shal  be  supplide, 

Ere  they  to  former  rule  restor'd  shal  bee. 

And  their  imp6rtune  fates  all  satisfide: 

Yet,  during  this  their  most  ob8curit.ee,  [may  see. 

Their  beames  shall  ofte  breake  forth,  that  men  them  faire 

"  For  Ehodoricke,  whose  surname  shal  be  Great,  45 

Shall  of  himselfe  a  brave  ensample  shew. 

That  Saxon  kings  his  friendship  shall  intreat; 

And  Howell  Dha  shall  goodly  well  indew 

The  salvafTC  minds  with  skill  of  iust  and  trew: 

Then  Griffvth  Conau  also  shall  upreare 

His  dreaded  head,  and  the  old  sparkes  renew 

Of  native  cora|^,  that  his  foes  shall  feare 

Least  back  agame  the  kingdom  he  from  them  should  beare. 

''Ne  shall  the  Saxons  selves  all  peaceably  40 

Enioy  the  crowne,  which  they  from  Britons  wonne 

First  ill,  and  after  ruled  wickedly: 

For,  ere  two  hundred  yeares  be  full  outronne, 

There  shall  a  raven,  far  from  rising  sunne. 

With  his  wide  wings  upon  them  fierody  fly, 

And  bid  his  faithlesse  chickens  overronne 

The  fruitfull  plaines,  and  wi&  fell  cruelty 

In  their  avenge  tread  downe  the  victors  sorquediy* 
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•'Yet  shall  a  third  both  these  and  thine  anbdew:  47 

f3^  ^"^  *  ^^^  ^^  the  sea-bord  wood 

Of  NeuBtna  come  rorinff,  with  a  crew 

Of  hunOTy  whelpes,  his  battailous  bold  brood. 

Whose  dawes  were  newlr  dipt  in  cniddy  blood, 

^at  from  the  Daniske  IVrants  head  shall  rend 

Th  usurped  crowne,  as  if  that  he  were  wood, 

And  the  spoue  of  the  oountrey  conquered 

Amongst  his  young  ones  shall  divide  with  bountyhed, 

"Tho,  when  the  terme  is  full  accomplishid.  lA 

There  sl^  a  sparke  of  fire,  which  hath  lo^hile 

Bene  m  his  ashes  raked  up  aud  hid, 

Bee  freshly  kindled  in  the  fruitfull  ile 

Of  Mona,  where  it  lurked  in  exile; 

Wlach  shall  br^jke  forth  into  bright  burning  flame. 

And  reach  into  the  house  that  beares  the  stiJfe 

Ut  royall  maiesty  and  soveraine  name : 

So  shall  the  Briton  blood  their  crowne  againe  redaime. 

•"Thenceforth  etCTnall  union  shall  be  made  ^ 

Betweene  the  nations  different  afore. 

And  sacred  peace  shall  lovingly  persuade 

The  warlike  minds  to  learneher  goodly  lore. 

And  civile  armes  to  exereise  no  more : 

Then  shall  a  royall  virgin  raine,  which  shall 

Stretch  her  white  rod  over  the  Belgicke  shore 

And  Ihe  great  castle  smite  so  sore  withall, 

That  it  shall  make  him  shake,  and  shortly  learn  to  fall : 

"  But  yet  the  end  is  not."— There  Merlin  stayd.  60 

As  overcomen  of  the  spirites  powre. 

Or  other  ghastly  spectocle  dismayd. 

That  secretlr  he  saw,  yet  note  discourse: 

Which  sudciein  fitt  and  halfe  extatick  stoure 

"When  the  two  fearefull  wemen  saw,  they  grew 

Greatly  confused  in  behaveoure: 

At  last,  the  fxury  past,  to  former  hew 

He  tnmd  againe,  and  cheariull  looks  as  earst  did  shew. 

Ihen,  when  themselves  they  well  instructed  had  61 

Of  all  that  needed  them  to  be  inquird. 

They  both,  conceiving  hope  of  comfort  ghd, 

With  lighter  hearts  unto  their  home  retird ; 

Where  Uiey  in  secret  counsel!  dose  conspird. 

How  to  efiect  so  hard  an  enterprize, 

And  to  possesse  the  purpose  they  desird : 

Now  this,  now  that,  twiit  them  they  did  devize. 

And  diverse  plots  did  frame  to  madce  in  sixange  disgnisft 
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At  last  the  nonrse  in  her  fool-hardy  wit  53 

Conceiv'd  a  bold  devise,  and  thns  bespake.: 

*'  Daughter,  I  deeme  that  counsel  aye  most  fit, 

That  of  the  time  doth  dew  advauntagre  take : 

Ye  see  that  good  king  Uther  now  doth  make 

Strong  warre  upon  the  Paynim  brethren,  hight 

Octa  and  Oza.  whome  hee  lately  brake 

Beside  Cayr  Verolarae  in  rictorious  fight, 

That  now  all  Britany  doUi  bume  in  armee  bright. 

"  That  therefore  nought  our  passage  maj  empeach,  53 

Let  us  in  feigned  armes  ourselves  disguize, 

And  our  weake  hands  (need  makes  good  schollers)  teach 

The  dreadful  speare  and  shield  to  exercize : 

Ne  certes,  daughter,  that  same  warlike  wize, 

I  weene,  would  you  meseeme ;  for  ye  beene  tall 

And  large  of  limbe  t'atchieve  an  hard  emprize ; 

Ne  ought  ye  want  but  skil,  which  practize  small 

Will  bring,  and  shortly  make  you  a  mayd  martiall. 

''And  sooth,  it  oui^ht  your  corage  much  inflame  54 

To  heare  so  often,  in  that  royall  hous. 

From  whence  to  none  inferior  ye  came. 

Bards  tell  of  many  wemen  valorous. 

Which  have  full  many  feats  adventurous 

Perform'd,  in  paragone  of  proudest  men : 

The  bold  Bunduca,  whose  victorious 

Exployts  made  Bome  to  quake ;  stout  Gwendolen ; 

Benowmed  Martia ;  and  redoubted  £mmilen ; 

"  And  that  which  more  then  all  the  rest  may  sway,         55 

Late  dayes  ensample,  which  these  eies  beheld : 

Jn  the  last  field  before  Menevia, 

Which  Uther  with  those  forrein  Pagans  held, 

I  saw  a  Saxon  virgin,  the  which  feld 

Great  Ulfin  thrise  upon  the  bloody  playne; 

And,  had  not  Carados  her  hand  withheld 

From  rash  revenge,  she  had  him  surely  slayne ; 

Yet  Carados  himselfe  from  her  escapt  with  payne.** 

"  Ah !  read,"  quoth  Britomart,  "  how  is  she  hight  P"        56 

*'  Fayre  Angela,"  quoth  she,  "  men  do  her  caU, 

No  whit  lesse  fajrre  then  terrible  in  fight : 

She  hath  the  leading  of  a  martiall 

And  mightie  people,  dreaded  more  then  all 

The  other  Saxons,  which  doe,  for  her  sake 

And  love,  themselves  of  her  name  Angles  calL 

Therefore,  iaire  infant,  her  ensample  make 

Unto  thyselfe,  and  equall  corage  to  thee  take." 
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Her  Harty  wordes  so  deepe  into  the  mynd  57 

Of  the  yoong  damzell  saake.  that  great  desire 

Of  warhke  armee  in  her  forthwith  they  tjnd. 

And  generous  stout  courage  did  inspyre, 

That  she  resoly'd,  unweeting  to  her  syre, 

Adyent'roos  knighthood  on  nerselfe  to  don ; 

And  connseld  with  her  nourse  her  maides  attyre 

To  tnme  into  a  massy  habergeon ; 

And  bad  her  all  things  put  in  readiness  anon. 

Th'  old  woman  nought  that  lieeded  did  omit ;  53 

But  all  thinges  did  conyeniently  purvay. 

It  fortuned  (so  time  their  tume  aid  fitt) 

A  band  of  Britons,  ryding  on  forray 

Few  dayes  before,  had  gotten  a  great  pray 

Of  Saxon  goods ;  emonffst  the  which  was  seene 

A  goodly  armour,  and  full  rich  aray. 

Which  long'd  to  Angela,  the  Saxon  queene. 

All  fretted  round  with  gold  and  goomy  wel  besccne. 

The  same,  with  all  the  other  ornaments,  59 

King  Brence  caused  to  be  hanged  hy 

In  his  chiefe  church,  for  endlesse  moniments 

Of  his  sucoesse  and  gladfull  victory : 

Of  which  herselfe  ayising  readily 

In  th'  eyening  late  (Ad  Giaac^  thether  led 

Faire  Britomart,  and,  that  same  armory 

Downe  taking,  her  therein  appareled 

Well  as  she  might»  and  with  brave  bauldrick  garnished. 

Beside  those  armes  there  stood  a  mightie  speare,  60 

Which  Bladud  made  by  mafficke  art  of  yore, 

And  usd  the  same  in  batteilT  aye  to  beare ; 

Sith  which  it  had  beene  here  presery'd  in  store. 

For  his  great  virtues  proved  long  afore ; 

For  never  wio^ht  so  fast  in  sell  could  sit, 

But  him  perforce  unto  the  ground  it  bore : 

Both  speare  she  tooke  and  shield  which  hong  by  it ; 

Both  speare  and  shield  of  great  powre,  for  her  purpose  fit. 

Thus  when  she  had  the  virgin  all  arayd*  61 

Another  hamesse  which  did  hang  thereby 

About  herselfe  she  dight,  that  the  yong  mayd 

She  might  in  equall  armes  accompany, 

Ajid  as  ner  squyre  attend  her  carefully : 

Tho  to  their  ready  steedes  they  clombe  full  light ; 

And  throu^  back  waies,  that  none  miffht  them  espy. 

Covered  with  secret  doud  of  silent  night. 

Themselves  th^  forth  oonvaid,  and  passed  forwaid  right 
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Ne  rested  they,  till  that  to  Faery  Lond  G3 

They  came,  as  Merlin  them  directed  late : 

Where  meeting  with  this  Eedcrosse  knignt  she  fond 

Of  diverse  thinges  discoiirses  to  dilate. 

But  most  of  Arthegall  and  his  estate. 

At  last  their  wayes  so  fell,  that  they  mote  part : 

Then  each  to  other,  well  affectionate 

Friendship  professed  with  unfained  hart : 

The  Bedcrosse  knight  direrst ;  bnt  forth  rode  Britomart. 


CAJ^TO  IV. 

Bold  Marine!]  of  Britomarfe 
Is  throwne  on  the  Rich  Strond : 

Faire  Florimell  of  Arthur  is 
Long  followed,  bot  not  fond. 


"Whebe  is  the  antique  glory  now  become. 
That  whylome  wont  in  wemen  to  appeare  P 
Where  lie  the  brave  atehievements  ooen  by  some  P 
Where  be  the  batteiUes,  where  the  shield  and  speare, 
And  all  the  conquests  which  them  high  did  reare, 
That  matter  made  for  famous  poets  verse, 
And  boastfull  men  so  oft  abasht  to  heareP 
Beene  they  all  dead,  and  laide  in  dolefull  herseP 
Or  doen  they  onely  sleepe,  and  shall  againe  reverse  P 

If  they  be  dead,  then  woe  is  me  therefore ; 

But  it  they  sleepe,  O  let  them  soone  awake ! 

For  all  too  long  I  bume  with  envy  sore 

To  heare  the  warlike  feates  which  Homere  spake 

Of  bold  Penthesilee,  which  made  a  lake 

Of  Greekish  blood  so  oft  in  Trojan  plaine ; 

But  when  I  reade,  how  stout  Debora  strake 

Proud  Sisera,  and  how  CamilF  hath  slaine 

The  huge  Orsilochus,  I  swell  with  great  disdaine. 

Tet  these,  and  all  that  els  had  puissaunce, 

Cannot  with  noble  Britomart  compare, 

Aswell  for  glorie  of  great  valiaunce, 

As  for  pure  chastitee  and  vertue  rare. 

That  all  her  goodly  deedes  doe  weU  declare. 

Well  worthie  stock,  from  which  the  branches  sprong 

That  in  late  yeares  so  faire  a  blossome  bare, 

As  thee,  O  queene,  the  matter  of  my  song. 

Whose  lignage  ftom  this  lady  I  derive  along ! 
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"Who  when,  through  speaches  with  the  Eedcrosse  knight. 

She  learned  had  th'  estate  of  ArthegaU, 

And  in  each  point  herselfe  informd  aright, 

A  friendly  leacue  of  love  perpetuall 

She  with  him  bound,  and  conge  tooke  withaU. 

Then  he  forth  on  his  ioumey  did  proceede. 

To  seeke  adventures  which  mote  him  befall, 

And  win  him  worship  through  his  warlike  deed. 

Which  alwaies  of  his  paines  he  made  the  chiefest  meed. 

But  Britomart  kept  on  her  former  course,  5 

"Ne  oyer  dofte  her  armes ;  but  all  the  way 

Grew  pensive  through  that  amorous  discourse, 

By^  which  the  Bedcrosse  knight  did  earst  display 

Her  lovers  shape  and  chevalrous  aray: 

A  thousand  thoughts  she  fashiond  in  her  mind ; 

And  in  her  feigning  fancie  did  pourtray 

Him,  such  as  fittest  she  for  love  could  find, 

Wise,  warlike  personable,  courteous,  and  kind. 

With  such  selfe-pleasin^  thoughts  her  wound  she  fedd,      6 

And  thought  so  to  beguile  her  grievous  smart ; 

But  so  her  smart  was  much  more  grievous  bredd. 

And  the  deepe  wound  more  deep  engorgd  her  hart. 

That  nought  but  death  her  dolour  mote  depart. 

So  forth  Sie  rode,  without  repose  or  rest, 

Searching  all  lands  and  each  remotest  part, 

Following  the  guydance  of  her  blinded  guest, 

TiU  that  to  the  sea-coast  at  length  she  her  addrest. 

There  she  alighted  from  her  light-foot  beast,  ' 

And,  sittinff  down  upon  the  rockv  shore, 

Badd  her  old  squyre  unlace  her  lofty  creast : 

Tho,  having  vewd  awhile  the  surges  hore 

That  ^^ainst  the  craggy  clifts  did  loudly  rore, 

And  m  their  raging  surquedry  disdaynd 

That  the  fast  earth  afironted  them  so  sore. 

And  their  devouring  covetize  restraynd. 

Thereat  she  sighed  deepe,  and  after  thus  complaynd : 

"  Huge  sea  of  sorrow  and  tempestuous  griefe,  8 

Wherein  my  feeble  barke  is  tossed  long 

Far  from  the  hoped  haven  of  reliefe. 

Why  doe  thy  cruel  billowes  beat  so  strong, 

And  thy  moyst  mountaines  each  on  others  throng, 

Threatning  to  swallow  up  my  fearefuU  lyfe? 

O,  doe  thy  cruell  wrath  and  spightfull  wrong 

At  length  allay,  and  stint  thy  stormy  strife. 

Which  in  these  troubled  bowels  raignes  and  rageth  lyfe  I 
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"  For  elf  my  feeble  veasell,  crazd  and  craokt  9 

Through  thy  strong  buffets  and  outrageous  blowes. 
Cannot  endure,  but  needes  it  must  be  wrackt 
On  the  rough  rocks,  or  on  the  sandy  8hall6we8, 
The  whiles  that  Love  it  steres,  and  Fortune  rowes. 
LoTe,  my  lewd  pilott,  hath  a  restlesse  minde ; 
And  Fortune,  boteswaine,  no  assuraunce  knowes ; 
But  saile  withouten  starres  gainst  tyde  and  winde : 
How  can  they  other  doe,  aith  both  are  bold  and  blinde ! 

"  Thou  god  of  windes,  that  raignest  in  the  seas,  10 

That  raignest  also  in  the  continent. 

At  last  blow  up  some  gentle  gale  of  ease. 

The  which  may  bring  my  ship,  ere  it  be  rent, 

Unto  the  gladsome  port  of  her  intent ! 

Then,  when  I  shall  myselfe  in  safety  see, 

A  table,  for  etemall  moniment 

Of  thy  great  grace  and  my  great  ieopardee. 

Great  Neptune.  I  avow  to  Hallow  onto  thee!" 

Then  sighing  softly  sore,  and  inly  deepe,  11 

She  shut  up  all  her  plaint  in  privy  griefe ; 

(For  her  great  courage  would  not  let  her  weepe ;) 

Till  that  old  Glauc^  gan  with  sharpe  repriefe 

Her  to  restraine,  anagive  her  good  reliefe 

Through  hope  of  those,  which  Merlin  had  her  told 

Should  of  her  name  and  nation  be  chiefe. 

And  fetch  their  being  from  the  sacred  mould 

Of  her  immortall  womb,  to  be  in  heven  enrold. 

Thus  as  she  her  recomforted,  she  spyde  12 

"Where  far  away  one,  all  in  armour  oriffht, 

With  hasty  gaflop  towards  her  did  rrde : 

Her  dolour  soone  she  ceast,  and  on  her  dight 

Her  helmet,  to  her  courser  mounting  light : 

Her  former  sorrow  into  sudden  wrath 

(Both  coosen  passions  of  distroubled  spright) 

Converting,  forth  she  beates  the  dusty  path: 

Love  and  despight  attonce  her  corage  kindled  hatli. 

As,  when  a  foggy  mist  hath  overcast  13 

The  face  of  heven  and  the  cleare  ayre  engroste. 

The  world  in  darknes  dwels ;  till  that  at  last 

The  watry  southwinde  from  the  seaborde  coste 

Upblowing  doth  disperse  the  vapour  ]o*ste, 

Aid  poures  itselfe  forth  in  a  stormy  nhowre ; 

So  the  fayre  Britomart,  having  discloste 

Her  clowdy  care  into  a  wrathfull  stowre, 

The  mist  of  griefe  dissolv'd  did  into  vengeance  powre. 
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Sftsoones,  Her  goodly  Bhidd  addressing  fayre,  14 

That  mortall  speare  she  in  her  hand  did  take, 

And  unto  battaill  did  herselfe  prepayre. 

The  knight,  approaching,  stemely  her  bespake ; 

••  Sir  Knight,  that  doest  thy  voyage  rashly  make 

By  this  forbidden  way  in  my  despight, 

Ne  doest  by  others  death  ensample  take ; 

1  read  thee  soone  retjrre,  whiles  thoa  hast  might, 

Lieast  afterwards  it  be  too  late  to  take  thy  flight." 

Tthrild  with  deepe  disdaine  of  his  proud  threat,  15 

She  shortly  thus ;  "  Fly  they,  that  need  to  fly; 
'Wordes  fearen  babes :  I  meane  not  thee  entreat 
To  passe ;  but  maugre  thee  will  passe  or  dy :" 
Ne  lender  stayd  for  th'  other  to  replv. 
But  with  sharpe  speare  the  rest  made  dearly  knowne. 
Stronffly  the  straunge  knight  ran,  and  sturdily 
Strooke  her  full  on  the  breast,  that  made  her  downe 
Decline  her  head,  and  touch  her  crouper  with  her  crown. 

But  she  affaine  him  in  the  shield  did  smite  16 

^ith  BO  nerce  furie  and  gn^eat  puissaunce. 

That,  throuffh  his  three-square  scuchin  percing  quite 

And  througu  his  -^layled  hauberque,  by  mischaunce 

The  wicked  Steele  tmrough  his  left  side  did  glaunce : 

Him  so  transfixed  she  before  her  bore 

Bevond  his  croupe,  the  length  of  all  her  launce ; 

Till,  sadly  soucing  on  the  sandy  shore. 

He  tombled  on  an  heape,  and  wallowd  in  his  gore. 

Like  as  the  sacred  oze  that  earelesse  stands  17 

WiUi  gilden  homes  and  flowry  girlonds  crownd. 
Proud  of  his  dying  honor  and  deare  bandes, 
Whiles  th'  altars  mme  with  frankincense  arownd 
All  suddeinl^  with  mortall  stroke  astownd 
Doth  grovehng  fall,  and  with  his  streaminff  gore 
Distaines  the  pillours  and  the  holy  ^wnd. 
And  the  faire  flowres  that  decked  him  afore : 
So  fell  proud  Marinell  upon  the  pretious  shore. 

vd  not  him  to  lament,  18 

I  kept  her  ready  way 
dch,  as  she  over-went, 
with  rich  aray 
s  stones  of  great  assay, 
xt  with  golden  owre: 
much,  but  would  not  stay 
pretious  stones,  an  howre, 
;  for  all  was  in  hOT  powre. 
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Whiles  tlina  he  lay  in  deadly  stonishment,  19 

Tydings  hereof  came  to  his  mothers  eare ; 

^8  mother  was  the  blacke-browd  Cymoent, 

The  daughter  of  great  Nereos,  which  did  beare 

This  wanike  somie  unto  an  earthly  peare, 

Hie  famous  Dumarin ;  who  on  a  day 

Finding  the  njrmph  asleepe  in  secret  wheare, 

As  he  mr  chaunce  did  wander  that  same  way, 

Was  taken  with  her  lore,  and  by  her  closely  lay. 

There  he  this  knight  of  her  beffot,  whom  borne  20 

She,  of  his  father,  Marinell  did  name; 

And  in  a  rocky  cave  as  wight  forlome 

Lon^  time  she  fostred  up,  till  he  became 

A  mighty  man  at  armes,  and  mickle  fame 

Did  get  through  great  adventures  by  him  donne: 

For  never  man  he  sufired  by  that  same 

!Rich  Strond  to  travell,  whereas  he  did  wonne. 

But  that  he  must  do  battail  with  the  sea-nymphes  sonne. 

An  hundred  knights  of  honorable  name  21 

He  had  subdew'd,  and  them  his  vassals  made : 

That  through  all  Farie  Lond  his  noble  fame 

I^ow  blazed  was,  and  feare  did  all  invade. 

That  none  durst  passen  through  that  perilous  glade : 

And,  to  advaunce  his  name  and  glory  more. 

Her  sea-god  syre  she  dearely  did  perswade 

T'  endow  her  sonne  with  thrisasure  and  rich  store 

Bove  all  the  sonnes  that  were  of  earthly  wombes  ybore. 

The  god  did  graunt  his  daughters  deare  demaund,  22 

To  doen  his  nephew  in  all  nches  flow: 

Eflsoones  his  heaped  waves  he  did  commaund 

Out  of  their  hollow  bosome  forth  to  throw 

AH  the  huge  threasure.  which  the  sea  below 

Had  in  his  greedy  gulfe  devoured  deepe, 

And  him  enriched  through  the  overthrow 

And  wreckes  of  many  wretches,  which  did  weepe 

And  often  wayle  their  wealth  which  he  from  them  didkeepe. 

Shortly  upon  that  shore  there  heaped  was  23 

Exceeding  riches  and  all  pretious  things. 

The  spoyfe  of  all  the  world ;  that  it  did  pas 

Hie  welth  of  th'  East,  and  pompe  of  Persian  kings : 

Grold,  amber,  vvorie,  perles,  owches,  rings. 

And  all  that  els  was  pretious  and  deare, 

The  sea  unto  him  voluntary  brings ; 

That  shortly  he  a  great  lord  did  appeare, 

Ab  was  in  all  the  lond  oi  Faery,  or  elsewheare. 
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Thereto  he  waa  a  donglity  dreaded  knight,  24 

Tryde  often  to  the  scath'of  many  deare, 

That  none  in  equall  armee  him  matchen  mif^ht : 

The  which  his  mother  seeing  gan  to  feare 

Jjenst  his  too  hanghtie  hardmes  might  reare 

Some  hard  mishap  in  hazard  of  his  life : 

Forthy  she  oft  him  counseld  to  forbeare 

The  bloody  batteill,  and  to  stirreup  strife, 

But  after  all  his  warre  to  rest  his  wearie  loiifd  t 

And,  for  his  more  assurannce,  she  inquired  25 

One  day  of  Proteus  bv  his  mighty  spell 

(For  Proteus  was  with  prophecy  inspir'd) 

Her  deare  aonnes  destiny  to  her  to  tell. 

And  the  sad  end  of  her  sweet  Marinell : 

Who,  through  foresight  of  his  etemall  skill. 

Bad  her  from  womankind  to  keepe  him  well ; 

For  of  a  woman  he  should  have  much  ill ; 

A  Tirgin  straunge  and  stout  him  should  dismay  or  kill. 

Forthy  she  gave  him  warning  ever  day  26 

The  love  of  women  not  to  entertaine ; 

A  lesson  too  too  hard  for  living  clay. 

From  lore  in  course  of  nature  to  refraine  I 

Yet  he  his  mothers  lore  did  well  petaine. 

And  ever  from  fayre  ladies  love  did  fly; 

Yet  many  ladies  fayre  did  oft  oomplaine. 

That  th^  for  love  of  him  would  algates  dy: 

Dy,  whoso  list  for  him,  he  was  loves  enimy. 

But  ah  I  who  can  deceive  his  destiny,  27 

Or  weene  by  warning  to  avoyd  his  iate  P 

That,  when  ne  sleepes  in  most  security 

And  safest  seemes,  him  soonest  doth  amate. 

And  findeth  dew  effect  or  soone  or  late ; 

So  feeble  is  the  powre  of  fleshly  arme  I 

His  moUier  bad  him  wemens  love  to  hate, 

For  she  of  womans  force  did  feare  no  harme ; 

So  weening  to  have  arm'd  him,  she  did  quite  disarme. 

This  was  that  woman,  this  that  deadly  wownd,  28 

That  Proteus  prophecide  should  him  dismay; 

The  which  his  mother  vainely  did  expownd 

To  be  hart-wownding  love,  which  should  assay  • 

To  brin^  her  sonne  unto  his  last  decay. 

So  tickle  be  the  termes  of  mortall  state 

And  fall  of  subtile  sophismes,  which  doe  play 

With  double  sences,  and  with  false  debate, 

T  tupprowe  the  unknowen  purpose  of  etemall  fate« 
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Too  trew  the  famous  Maiinell  it  fownd ;  29 

Who,  through  kte  triall,  on  that  wealtL^  strond 

loficlorious  now  lies  in  senoelesse  swowna, 

Through  heavv  stroke  of  Britomartis  bond. 

Which  when  his  mother  deare  did  understond, 

And  heavy  tidings  heard,  whereas  she  plajd 

Amongst  her  watry  sisters  by  a  pond, 

Grathering  sweete  daffadillyes,  to  have  made 

Gay  girlonds  from  the  sun  their  forheads  fayr  to  shade ; 

Eftesoones  both  flowres  and  girlonds  far  away  CO 

She  flong,  and  her  faire  deawy  lockes  yrent ; 

To  sorrow  huge  she  tumd  her  former  play. 

And  gamesom  merth  to  grievous  drcriment: 

Shee  threw  herselfe  downe  on  the  continent, 

Ne  word  did  speake,  but  lay  as  in  a  swowne, 

Whiles  all  her  sisters  did  for  her  lament 

With  yelling  outcries,  and  with  shrieking  sowne ; 

And  every  one  did  teare  her  girlond  from  her  orowne. 

Soone  as  she  up  out  of  her  deadly  fitt  31 

Arose,  she  bad  her  charett  io  be  brought ; 

And  all  her  sisters,  that  with  her  did  sitt, 

Bad  eke  attonce  their  charetts  to  be  sought: 

Tho,  full  of  bitter  griefe  and  pensive  thought, 

She  to  her  wagon  clombe ;  dombe  all  the  rest, 

And  forth  together  went,  with  sorow  fraught: 

The  waves  obedient  to  theyre  beheast 

Them  yielded  ready  passage,  and  their  rage  surceast 

Great  Neptune  stoode  amaieed  at  their  sight,  32 

Wliiles  on  his  broad  rownd  baoke  they  softly  slid. 

And  eke  himselfe  moumd  at  their  mournful  plight, 

Yet  wist  not  what  their  wailing  ment,  ^et  did, 

Por  great  compassion  of  their  sorow,  bid 

His  mighty  waters  to  them  buxome  bee : 

Eftiesoones  the  roaring  billowes  still  abid. 

And  all  the  grieslv  monsters  of  the  see 

Stood  gaping  at  their  gate,  and  wondred  them  to  see. 

A  teme  of  dolphins  raunged  in  aray  83 

Drew  the  smooth  charett  of  sad  Cymoent ;  , 

They  were  all  taught  by  Triton  to  obay 

T«  the  long  raynes  at  her  commaundement: 

As  swifte  as  swallowes  on  the  waves  they  went-, 

That  Aeir  brode  flaggy  finnes  no  fome  (fid  reare, 

Ne  bubling  rowndell  they  behinde  them  sent ; 

The  rest,  of  other  fishes  drawen  weare. 

Which  with  their  finny  oars  the  swelling  sea  did  sheare. 
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Soone  as  ihey  bene  arriy'd  upon  the  brim  31 

Of  the  rich  strond,  their  charets  the^  forlore, 

And  let  their  temed  fishes  soflljr  swim 

Along  the  mar^ent  of  the  fomy  shore. 

Least  they  their  finnes  should  braze,  and  surbate  soro 

Their  tender  feete  upon  the  stony  grownd : 

And  comming  to  the  place,  where  all  in  gore 

And  cruddy  blood  en  wallowed  they  fownd 

The  lucklesse  Marinell  lying  in  deadly  swownd. 

His  moiher  swowned  thnse,  and  the  third  time  35 

Could  scarce  recovered  bee  out  of  her  paine ; 

Had  she  not  beene  deroide  of  mortall  slime, 

She  should  not  then  have  bene  relyy'd  againe: 

But,  soone  as  life  reooyered  had  the  raine, 

Shee  made  so  piteous  mone  and  deare  wayment, 

That  the  hard  rocks  could  scarce  from  tears  refraino: 

And  all  her  sister  nymphes  with  one  consent 

Supplide  her  sobbing  breaches  with  sad  complement. 

"  Deare  image  of  myselfe,'*  she  sayd,  "  that  is  38 

The  wretched  sonne  of  wretched  mother  borne, 

Is  this  thine  high  advauncement?  O !  is  this 

Th'  immortall  name,  with  which  thee  yeliunbome 

Thy  grandsire  Nereus  promist  to  adome  P 

Now  lyest  thou  of  life  and  honor  refte ; 

Now  lyest  thou  a  lumpe  of  earth  forlome  j 

Ne  of  thy  late  life  memory  is  lefte ; 

Ne  caa  tny  irreyocable  desteny  bee  wefte ! 

"  Pond  Proteus,  father  of  false  prophecis  I  37 

And  they  more  fond  that  credit  to  thee  give ! 

Not  this  the  worke  of  womans  hand  y  wis, 

That  so  deepe  wound  through  these  deare  members  driye. 

I  feared  loye;  but  they  that  loye  doe  live ; 

But  they  that  dye,  doe  nether  love  nor  hate : 

Nathlesse  to  thee  thy  foUy  I  forgive; 

And  to  myselfe,  and  to  accursed  fate. 

The  guilt  I  doe  ascribe :  deare  wisedome  bought  too  late ! 

**  O !  what  availes  it  of  immortall  seed  33 

To  beene  ybredd  and  never  borne  to  dyeP 

Parre  better  I  it  deeme  to  die  with  speed 

Then  waste  in  woe  and  waylfull  miserye : 

"Who  dyes,  the  utmost  dolor  doth  abjre; 

But  who  that  lives,  is  leile  to  waile  his  losse : 

So  life  is  losse,  and  death  felicity : 

Sad  life  worse  then  glad  death ;  and  greater  crosse 

To  see  frends  grave,  then  dead  the  grave  selfe  to  engrossok. 
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"  But  if  the  heavens  did  his  days  envie,  39 

And  my  short  blis  maligne :  yet  motB  they  well 

Thus  much  afford  me,  ere  that  he  did  die, 

That  the  dim  eies  of  m  v  deare  Marinell 

I  mote  have  closed,  and  him  bed  farewell* 

Sith  other  offices  for  mother  meet 

They  would  not  graunt 

Yett !  maulgre  them,  farewell,  my  sweetest  sweet ! 
Farewell,  my  sweetest  sonne,  sith  we  no  more  shall  meet !" 

Thus  when  they  all  had  sorrowed  their  fill,  40 

They  soilly  gan  to  search  his  griesly  wownd : 
And.,  that  they  might  him  handle  more  at  will, 
They  him  disarmd ;  and,  spreddinff  on  the  grownd 
Their  watchet  mantles  frindgd  with  silver  rownd. 
They  softly  wipt  away  the  gelly  blood 
From  th*  orifice;  which  having  well  upbownd 
They  pourd  in  soveraine  balme  and  nectar  good, 
Grood  Doth  for  erthly  med'cine  and  for  hevenJy  food. 

Tho,  when  the  liUy-handed  Liagore  41 

(This  Liagore  whilome  had  learned  skill 

In  leaches  craft,  by  great  ApoUoes  lore, 

Sith  her  whilome  lipon  high  Pindus  hill 

He  loved,  and  at  last  her  wombe  did  fill 

With  hevenly  seed,  whereof  wise  Paeon  spronff,) 

Did  feele  his  pulse,  shee  knew  there  staled  still 

Some  little  lire  his  feeble  sprites  emong ; 

Which  to  his  mother  told,  despeyre  she  firom  her  flong. 

Tho,  up  him  taking  in  their  tender  hands,  42 

They  easely  unto  her  charett  beare: 

Her  teme  at  her  commaundement  quiet  stands, 

Whiles  they  the  corse  into  her  wagon  reare. 

And  strowe  with  flowres  the  lamentable  beare: 

Then  all  the  rest  into  their  ooches  dim. 

And  through  the  brackish  waves  their  passage  sheare ; 

Upon  great  Neptunes  necke  they  softly  swim. 

And  to  her  watry  chamber  swiftly  cany  him. 

Deepe  in  the  bottome  of  the  sea,  her  bowre  43 

Is  built  of  hollow  billowes  heaped  hye, 

like  to  thicke  clouds  that  threat  a  stormj'  sho^TC. 

And  vauted  all  within  like  to  the  skye. 

In  which  the  gods  doe  dwell  eternally : 

There  they  him  laide  in  easy  couch  well  dight; 

And  sent  in  haste  for  Tryphon,  to  apply 

Salves  to  his  wounds,  and  medicines  of  miffht : 

For  Trypon  of  sea-gods  the  soveraine  leacn  in  hight. 
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The  wlifles  tlie  nymphes  sit  all  about  him  rownd,  44 

Lamenting  his  mishap  and  heavy  plit^ht ; 

And  ofbe  his  mother,  vewing  his  wide  wownd. 

Cursed  the  hand  that  did  so  deadly  smi^ht 

Her  dearest  sonne,  her  dearest  harts  delight: 

But  none  of  all  those  curses  overtooke 

The  warlike  maide,  th'  ensample  of  that  might; 

But  fayrely  well  shee  thryvd,  and  well  did  brooke 

Her  noble  deedes,  ne  her  right  course  for  ought  forsooke. 

Yet  did  false  Archimage  hqr  still  ^ursew,  45 

To  bring  to  passe  his  mischierous  intent, 

Now  that  he  had  her  singled  £rom  the  crew 

Of  courteous  knights,  the  prince  and  Fary  gent, 

Whom  late  in  chace  of  beauty  excellent 

Shee  lefte,  pursewing  that  same  foster  strong; 

Of  whose  fowle  outrage  they  impatient, 

And  full  of  firy  zele,  nim  followed  long, 

To  reskew  her  from  shame,  and  to  revenge  her  wrong. 

43 
Through  thick  and  thin,  through  mountains  and  through 
Those  two  great  champions  did  attonce  pursew       [playnSy 
The  fearful!  damzell  with  incessant  payns ; 
Who  from  them  fled,  as  light-foot  hare  from  vew 
Of  hunter  swifte  and  sent  of  howndes  trew. 
At  last  they  came  unto  a  double  way; 
Where,  doubtfull  which  to  take,  her  to  reskew. 
Themselves  they  did  dbpart,  each  to  assay 
Whether  more  happy  were  to  win  so  goodly  pray. 

But  Timias,  the  princes  gentle  squyre,  47 

That  ladies  love  unto  his  lord  fonent. 

And  with  proud  envy  and  indignant  yre 

After  that  wicked  foster  fiercelv  went: 

So  beene  they  three  three  sonoiy  wayes  ybent: 

But  fayrest  fortune  to  the  prince  befell ; 

Whose  chaunce  it  was,  that  soone  he  did  repent. 

To  take  that  way  in  which  that  damozell 

Was  fledd  afore,  affndd  of  him  as  feend  of  helL 

At  last  of  her  far  off  he  gained  vew :  48 

Then  gan  he  freshly  pricke  his  fomy  steed, 

And  ever  as  he  ni^her  to  her  drew, 

So  evermore  he  did  increase  his  speed, 

And  of  each  turning  still  kept  wary  heed : 

Alowd  to  her  he  ofcentimes  did  call 

To  doe  away  vaine  doubt  and  needlesse  dreed: 

Full  myld  to  her  he  spake,  and  oft  let  fall 

Many  meeke  wordes  to  stay  and  comfort  her  withaU. 
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Bat  nothing  might  relent  her  hashr  flight ;  49 

So  deepe  the  deadly  feare  of  that  tool  swaino 

Was  earst  impressed  in  her  ^ntle  spright: 

Like  as  a  fearefull  dove,  which  through  the  raine 

Of  the  wide  ayre  her  way  does  cut  amaine, 

Having  farre  off  espyde  a  tassell  gent, 

Which  after  her  his  nimble  winges  doth  straine, 

Doubleth  her  hast  for  feare  to  bee  for-hent, 

And  with  her  pineons  cleares  the  liquid  fennameni. 

With  no  lesse  hast,  and  eke  with  no  lease  dreed  60 

That  fearefuU  ladie  fledd  fix>m  him  that  ment 

To  her  no  evill  thought  nor  evill  deed ; 

Yet  former  feare  of  being  fowhr  shent 

Carried  her  forward  with  her  first  intent : 

And  though,  oft  looking  backward,  well  she  vewde 

Herselfe  freed  from  that  foster  insolent. 

And  that  it  was  a  knight  which  now  her  sewde, 

Tet  she  no  lesse  the  knight  feared  then  that  villein  rude. 

His  uncouth  shield  and  straunge  armes  her  dismayd,       61 

Whose  like  in  Faery  Lond  were  seldom  seene; 

That  fast  she  from  him  fledd,  no  lesse  afrayd 

Then  of  wilde  beastes  if  she  had  chased  beene  i 

Yet  he  her  foUowd  still  with  corage  keene 

So  long,  that  now  the  golden  Hesperus 

Was  mounted  high  in  top  of  heaven  sheene, 

And  wamd  his  other  brethren  ioyeous 

To  light  their  blessed  lamps  in  loves  etemall  hous. 

All  suddeinly  dim  woz  the  dampish  ayre,  52 

And  griesly  shadowes  covered  heaven  bright. 

That  now  with  thousand  starres  was  decked  fayrf  f 

Which  when  the  prince  beheld,  a  lothfull  sight, 

And  that  perforce,  for  want  of  lenger  light, 

He  mote  surceasse  his  suit  and  lose  the  hope 

Of  his  long  labour ;  he  gan  fowly  wyte 

His  wicked  fortune  that  had  tumd  aslope. 

And  cursed  night  that  reft  from  him  so  goodly  scope. 

Hio,  when  her  wares  he  could  no  more  descry,  63 

But  to  and  frt)  at  disaventure  strayd; 

like  as  a  ship,  whose  lodestar  suddeinly 

Covered  with  clouds  her  pilott  hath  dismayd; 

His  wearisome  pursuit  perforce  he  stayd, 

And  froni  his  loftie  steed  dismounting  low 

Did  let  him  forage :  downe  himself  j  he  layd 

Upon  the  grassy  ground  to  sleepe  a  throw; 

Tue  cold  earth  was  his  couch,  the  hard  Steele  his  pillow. 
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Bot  gentle  Sleepe  enryde  bim  any  rest;  54 

liist^id  thereof  Bad  sorrow  and  disdaine 

Of  his  hard  hap  did  vexe  his  noble  brest. 

And  thousand  Tancies  bett  his  vdle  brayne 

With  their  li^ht  wings,  the  signts  of  semblants  yainet 

Oft  did  he  wish  that  lady  faire  mote  bee 

His  Faer^  Queene.  for  whom  he  did  complaine ; 

Or  that  ms  Faeiy  Queene  were  such  as  snee : 

And  ever  hasty  Kight  he  blamed  bitterlie: 

''Night!  thon  fonle  mother  of  annoyaance  sad,  55 

Sister  of  heavie  Death,  and  nourse  of  Woe, 

Which  wast  begot  in  heaven,  but  for  thy  bad 

And  brutish  shape  thrust  downe  to  hell  below. 

Where,  by  the  fprim  floud  of  Coey tus  slow, 

Thy  dweUinff  is  in  Herebus  black  hous, 

(Black  Herebus,  thy  husband,  is  the  foe 

Of  all  the  gods,)  where  thou  ungratious 

Halfe  of  thy  di^res  doest  lead  in  horrour  hideous ; 

"  What  had  th'  Etemall  Maker  need  of  thee  56 

The  world  in  his  continuall  course  to  keepe. 

That  doest  all  thinges  deface,  ne  lettest  see 

The  beautie  of  his  worke  P    Indeed  in  sleepe 

The  slouthfull  body  that  doth  love  to  steepe 

His  lustlesse  limbes,  and  drowne  his  baser  mind, 

Doth  praise  thee  oft,  and  oft  from  Stygian  deepe 

Galls  thee  his  goddesse,  in  his  errour  blind. 

And  great  damis  Natures  handmaide  chearmg  every  kind. 

"  But  well  I  wote  that  to  an  heayv  hart  57 

Hiou  art  the  roote  and  nourse  of  bitter  cares. 

Breeder  of  new,  renewer  of  old  smarts: 

Instead  of  rest  thou  lendest  ray  ling  teares ; 

Instead  of  sleepe  thou  sendest  troublous  feares 

And  dreadfull  visions,  in  the  which  alive 

The  dreanr  image  of  sad  Death  appeares : 

8o  from  the  wearie  spirit  thou  doest  drive 

Desired  rest,  and  men  of  happinesse  deprive. 

*'  Under  thy  mantle  black  there  hidden  lye  58 

light-shonning  Thefte,  and  traitorous  Intent, 

AQiorred  Bloodshed,  and  vile  Felony, 

Shameful!  Deceipt.  and  Daunger  imminent, 

Fowle  Horror,  and  eke  hellish  Dreriment : 

All  these  I  wote  in  thy  protection  bee. 

And  light  doe  shonne,  for  feare  of  being  shent: 

For  liffnt  vlike  is  loth*d  of  them  and  thee ; 

And  all,  that  lewdnesse  lore,  do  hate  the  light  to  see; 
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"  For  day  discovers  all  dishonest  wayes,  fff 

And  sheweth  each  thing  as  it  is  in  deed : 

The  prayses  of  High  God  he  faire  displayes, 

And  His  large  bountie  rightly  doth  areed : 

Dayes  dearest  children  be  the  blessed  seed 

Which  Darknesse  shall  subdue  and  heaven  win : 

Truth  is  his  daughter ;  he  her  first  did  breed 

Most  sacred  virgin  without  spot  of  sinne : 

Our  life  is  day ;  but  death  with  darknesse  doth  begin. 

"  O,  when  will  Day  then  tnme  to  me  againe,  CO 

And  bring  with  him  his  lon^-ezpected  fight  I 

O  Titan !  hast  to  reare  thy  loyous  waine ; 

Speed  thee  to  spred  abroad  thy  beames  bright* 

Aiid  chace  away  this  too  long  lingring  Ni^t ; 

Chace  her  away,  from  whence  she  came,  to  hell : 

She,  she  it  is,  that  hath  me  done  d^ight : 

There  let  her  with  the  damned  spirits  dwell, 

And  yield  her  rowme  to  Day,  that  can  it  goveme  welL** 

Thus  did  the  prince  that  wearie  night  outweare  61 

In  restlesse  anguish  and  unquiet  paine ; 

And  earely,  ere  the  Morrow  did  upreare 

His  deawy  head  out  of  the  ocean  maine, 

He  up  arose,  as  halfe  in  great  disdaine. 

And  dombe  imto  his  steed :  so  forth  he  went 

With  heavy  looke  and  lumpish  pace,  that  plaine 

In  him  bewraid  great  grudffe  and  maltalent : 

His  steed  eke  seemd  t  apply  his  steps  to  his  intent. 


CANTO  V. 

Prinee  Arthur  hean  of  Florlmell : 
Three  fosters  UmiM  wound ; 

Belphcebe  Andes  him  almost  dead. 
And  reareth  out  of  swown^L 

WoKDBB  it  is  to  see  in  diverse  mindes 
How  diversly  Love  doth  his  pageaunts  play 
And  shewes  his  powre  in  vanable  kindes : 
The  baser  wit,  wnose  ydle  thoughts  alway 
Are  wont  to  cleave  unto  the  lowly  day. 
It  stirreth  up  to  sensuall  desire, 
And  in  lewd  slouth  to  wast  his  carelesse  day ; 
But  in  brave  sprite  it  kindles  goodly  fire. 
That  to  all  high  desert  and  honour  doth  aspire. 
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Ne  snffereth  it  uncomely  Idleneese  2 

In  his  free  thought  to  build  her  iluggish  nest; 

Ne  sufiereth  it  thought  of  ungentlenesse 

Ever  to  creepe  into  his  noble  hrest ; 

But  to  the  highest  and  the  worthiest 

lafbeth  it  up  that  els  would  lowly  fall : 

It  lettes  not  fall,  it  lettes  it  not  to  rest ; 

It  lettes  not  scarse  this  prince  to  breath  at  all, 

But  to  his  first  poursuit  him  forward  still  doth  call : 

Who  long  tune  wandred  through  the  forest  wyde  8 

To  finde  some  issue  thence ;  till  that  at  last 

He  met  a  dwarfe  that  seemed  terrifyde 

With  some  laiie  peril!  which  he  hardly  past, 

Or  other  accident  which  him  aghast ; 

Of  whom  he  asked,  whence  he  lately  came. 

And  whether  now  he  trayeiled  so  fast : 

For  sore  he  swat,  and,  ronning  through  that  same 

Thicke  foroatk  wis  beseracht  and  both  his  feet  nigh  lame. 

Panting  for  breath,  and  almost  out  of  hart  4 

The  dwarfe  him  answerd ;  "  Sir,  ill  mote  I  stay 

To  tell  the  same :  I  lately  did  depart 

From  Faeiy  court,  where  I  have  many  a  day 

Served  a  gentle  lady  of  great  sway 

And  high  accompt  throughout  all  Elfin  Land, 

Who  lateb^  left  the  same,  and  tooke  this  way : 

Her  now  I  seeke ;  andif  yeimderstand 

Which  way  she  fiured  hath,  good  sir,  tell  out  of  hand." 

"  What  mister  wight,"  saide  he,  "  and  how  arayd  P"  5 

"  Eoyally  clad,"  quoth  he,  "  in  cloth  of  gold. 

As  meetest  may  beseeme  a  noble  mayd : 

Her  faire  lockes  in  rich  etrdet  be  enrola, 

A  fayrer  wiffht  did  never  sunne  behold ; 

And  on  a  palfrey  rydes  more  white  then  snow, 

Yet  she  herselfe  is  whiter  manifold ; 

The  surest  signe,  whereby  ^e  mav  her  know 

Is,  that  she  is  tbe  fairest  wi^^t  auy<e,  I  trow." 

''Now  oertes,  swaioe,"  aside  he,  "  such  one,  I  weene,        6 
Fast  fiyiog  through  this  forest  firocn  her  io, 
A  foule  ilf  favouiid  foster,  I  have  seene ; 
Herselfe,  well  as  I  might,  I  reskewd  tho, 
.  But  could  not  stay ;  so  £ut  she  did  foregoe. 
Carried  away  with  wings  of  speedy  feare." 
"Ah!  dearest  God,"  quoth  he,  '*  that  is  great  woe. 
And  wondrous  ruth  to  all  that  shall  it  heare: 
But  can  ye  read,  sii;  how  I  mi^  her  finde,  or  whezeP^ 

X 

^       le 
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"  Perdy  me  lever  were  to  weeteD  that,"  7 

Saide  he,  "  then  ransome  of  the  richest  knight, 

Or  all  the  g:ood  that  ever  yet  I  gat : 

Bat  froward  fortune,  and  too  forward  night, 

Such  happinesse  did,  maulgre,  to  me  spight, 

And  fro  me  reft  both  life  and  light  attone. 

But,  dwarfe,  aread  what  is  that  lady  bright 

That  through  this  forest  wandreth  thus  alone ; 

For  of  hCT  errour  strauiige  I  have  great  ruth  and  mono.** 

"  That  ladie  is,"  quoth  he,  "  whereso  she  bee,  8 

The  bountiest  virgin  and  most  debouaire 

That  ever  living  eye,  I  weene,  did  see : 

Lives  none  this  day  that  may  with  her  compare 

In  stedfant  chastitie  and  vertue  rare, 

The  goodly  ornaments  of  beauty  bright ; 

And  IS  ycleped  Florimell  the  fayre, 

Faire  Florimell  belov'd  of  many  a  knight, 

Yet  she  loves  none  but  one,  that  ManneU  is  hight ; 

"  A  sea-nymphes  sonne,  that  Marinell  is  hight»  0 

Of  my  deare  dame  is  loved  dearly  well ; 

In  otner  none,  but  him,  she  sets  delight; 

All  her  delight  is  set  on  Marinell ; 

But  he  sets  nought  at  all  by  Florimell : 

For  ladies  love  his  mother  long  ygoe 

Did  him,  they  say,  forwame  through  sacred  spell: 

But  fame  now  ilies,  that  of  a  forreine  foe 

He  is  vslaine,  which  is  the  ground  of  all  our  woe. 

"  Five  dales  there  be  since  he  (they  say)  was  slaine,         10 

And  fowre  since  Florimell  the  court  forwent, 

And  vowed  never  to  retume  a^ine 

Till  him  alive  or  dead  she  did  invent. 

Therefore,  faire  sir,  for  love  of  knighthood  gent 

And  honour  of  trew  ladies,  if  ye  may 

By  your  good  counsell,  or  bold  harounent, 

Or  succour  her,  or  me  direct  the  way, 

Do  one  or  other  good,  I  you  most  humbly  pray : 

"  So  may  ye  gaine  to  you  foil  great  renowme  U 

Of  all  good  ladies  through  the  worlde  so  wide. 

And  haply  in  her  hart  mide  highest  rowme 

Of  whom  ye  seeke  to  be  most  magnifide ! 

At  least  etemall  meede  shall  you  abide." 

To  whom  the  prince ;  "  Dwarfe,  comfort  to  thee  take ; 

For,  till  thou  tidings  leame  what  her  betide, 

I  here  avow  thee  never  to  forsake : 

HI  weares  he  armea,  that  nill  them  use  for  ladies  sake." 


y  Google 


THB  FASSIE  Q17XENE.  823 

So  with  the  dwarfe  lie  back  retoum'd  aj^aine,  12 

To  seeke  Lis  ladv,  where  he  mote  her  fiade ; 

But  by  the  way  he  greatly  gan  complaine 

The  want  of  his  good  squire  late  left  bchinde. 

For  whom  he  wondrous  pensive  grew  in  minde, 

For  doubt  of  daunger  which  mote  him  betide ; 

For  him  he  loved  above  all  mankinde. 

Having  him  trew  and  faithfuU  ever  tride, 

And  bold,  as  ever  squyre  that  waited  by  knights  side : 

Who  all  this  while  full  hardlv  was  assayd  13 

Of  deadlv  daunger  which  to  him  betidd : 

For,  whiles  his  lord  pursewd  that  noble  mayd, 

After  that  foster  fowle  he  fiercely  ridd 

To  bene  avenged  of  the  shame  he  did 

To  that  faire  damzell :  him  he  chaced  long 

Through  the  thicke  woods  wherein  he  would  have  hid 

His  shamefull  head  from  his  aven^ement  strong, 

And  oft  him  ihreatned  death  for  his  outrageous  wrong. 

Kathelesse  the  villein  sped  himselfe  so  welL  14 

Whether  through  swiftnesse  of  his  speedie  beast, 

Or  knowledge  of  those  woods  where  ne  did  dwell, 

That  shortly  he  from  daunger  was  releast, 

And  out  of  sight  escaped  at  the  least : 

Yet  not  escaped  from  the  dew  reward 

Of  his  bad  deedes,  which  daily  he  increast, 

Ne  ceased  not,  till  him  oppressed  hard 

The  heavie  plaigue  that  for  such  leachours  is  prepard. 

For,  soone  as  he  was  vanisht  out  of  sight,  15 

His  coward  courage  gan  emboldned  bee. 

And  cast  t'avenge  iiim  of  that  fowle  despight 

Which  he  had  borne  of  his  bold  enimee : 

Tho  to  his  brethren  came,  (for  they  were  three 

Ungratious  children  of  one  gracelesse  syre,) 

Ana  unto  them  oomplayned  now  that  he 

Had  used  beene  of  that  fool-hardie  squyre : 

So  them  with  bitter  words  he  stird  to  bloodie  yre. 

Forthwith  themselves  with  their  sad  instruments  16 

Of  spoyle  and  murder  they  gan  arme  bylive. 

And  with  him  foorth  into  the  forrest  went 

To  wreake  the  wrath,  which  he  did  earst  revive 

In  there  steme  brests,  on  him  which  late  did  drive 

Their  brother  to  renroch  and  shamefull  flight : 

For  they  had  vow'a  that  never  he  alive  ^ 

Out  of  that  forest  should  escape  their  might ; 

Yile  rancour  their  rude  harts  had  fild  with  such  despight* 

T2  y 


824  tHB  TASBTB  QflTBSKS. 

Within  that  wood  there  was  a  corert  glade,  17 

Foreby  a  narrow  foord,  to  them  well  toiowne. 

Through  which  it  waa  uneath  for  wight  to  wade ; 

And  now  by  fortune  it  was  overflowne : 

By  that  same  way  ihej  knew  that  sqayre  nnknowne 

Mote  algatea  passe ;  forthy  themselves  they  set 

There  in  await  with  thioke  woods  overffrowne, 

And  all  the  while  their  malice  they  dia  whet 

With  cmeU  threats  his  passage  through  the  ford  to  let. 

It  fortuned,  as  they  devized  had,  18 

The  gentle  squyre  came  ryding  that  same  way, 

IJnweeting  of  their  wile  and  treason  bad. 

And  through  the  ford  to  passen  did  assay ; 

But  that  fierce  foster,  which  late  fled  away, 

Stoutly  foorth  stepping  on  the  further  shore, 

Him  Doldhr  bad  his  passage  there  to  stay, 

Till  he  had  made  amends,  and  full  restore 

For  all  the  damage  which  he  had  him  doen  afore. 

With  that,  at  him  a  quivVing  dart  he  threw  19 

With  so  fell  force,  and  villeinous  despite, 

That  through  his  haberieon  the  forkehead  flew, 

And  through  the  Hnked  mavles  empierced  quite. 

But  had  no  powre  in  his  soft  flesh  to  bite : 

That  stroke  the  hardy  squire  did  sore  displease. 

But  more  that  him  he  could  not  come  to  smite; 

For  by  no  meanes  the  high  banke  he  could  sease. 

But  laboured  long  in  that  deepe  ford  with  vaine  disease. 

And  still  the  foster  ivith  his  lon^r  bore-apeare  20 

Him  kept  from  landing  at  his  wished  wul: 

Anone  one  sent  out  of  the  thicket  neare 

A  cruell  shaft  headed  with  deadljr  ill. 

And  fethered  with  an  unlucky  quill ; 

The  wicked  Steele  stayd  not  till  it  did  light 

In  his  lefl  thij^h,  and  deepely  did  it  thrul : 

Exceeding  gnefe  that  wound  in  him  empight, 

But  more  tEat  with  his  fbes  he  could  not  come  to  fight 

At  last,  through  wrath  and  vengeannoe,  maldng  way       81 
He  on  the  bancke  arrvved  with  mickle  payne; 
Where  ^e  third  brother  him  did  sore  assay. 
And  drove  at  ham  With  all  his  his  mi^ht  and  mayne 
*  A  forest-bill,  wbich  both  his  hands  did  strayne ; 
But  warily  he  did  avoide  the  hAaw, 
And  with  his  speare  requited  him  agayne. 
That  both  his  sides  were  thrilled  with  the  throw, 
Ajod  a  krge  0tveatDe  of  blood  out  of  the  wound  did  flow; 
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He,  tombling  downe,  with  gnashing  teeth  did  late  ^ 

The  bitter  earth,  and  bad  to  lett  him  in 

Into  the  balefulle  house  of  eudlesse  night, 

Where  wicked  ghosts  doe  waile  their  former  sin. 

Tho  gan  the  battaile  freshly  to  beffin; 

Por  nathemore  for  that  spectacle  bad 

Did  th'  other  two  their  cruell  vengeaunce  blin. 

But  both  attonce  on  both  sides  him  bestad, 

And  load  upon  him  laTd«  his  life  for  to  have  had. 

Tho  when  that  villayn  he  aviz*d,  which  late  29 

Affrighted  had  the  rairest  Mohmell, 

Full  of  fiers  fury  and  indignant  hate 

To  him  he  turned,  and  with  rigor  fell 

Smote  hixn  so  rudiely  on  the  pannikell, 

That  to  tJie  chin  he  clefte  his  head  in  twaine : 

Downe  on  the  ground  his  carkaa  groveling  fell; 

His  sinfull  sowle  with  desperate  (usdaine 

Out  of  her  fleshly  ferme  ned  to  the  place  of  paine. 

I^t  seeing,  now  the  only  last  of  three  24 

Who  with  that  wicked  shafte  him  wounded  had. 

Trembling  with  horror,  (as  that  did  foresee 

The  fegre7ull  end  of  his  avengement  sad. 

Through  which  he  follow  should  his  brethren  bad,) 

His  b^telesse  bow  in  feeble  hand  upcaught. 

And  therewith  shott  an  arrow  at  the  lad; 

Which  fayntly  fluttring  scarce  his  helmet  rau^ht, 

And  glauncing  fel  to  ground,  but  him  annoyed  naught. 

With  that,  he  would  have  fled  into  the  wood;  25 

But  Timias  him  lightly  overhent, 

Bight  as  he  entring  was  into  the  flood. 

And  strooke  at  him  with  force  so  violent, 

That  headlesse  him  into  the  foord  he  sent; 

The  carcas  with  the  streame  was  carried  downe, 

But  th' head  fell  backeward  on  the  continent; 

So  mischief  fel  upon  the  meaners  orowne:  [nownes 

They  three  be  d^  with  shame;  the  squire  lives  with  re* 

He  ]  renowne;  20^ 

For  sore, 

Thai  f  swowne; 

Yet  great  «tore 

Tha  e  gore. 

No^  b  squire  alive. 

Els  >  more; 

But  deprive. 

And  Du  didst  atchive. 
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Frovidenoe  hevenly  passeth  living  thought,  27 

And  doth  for  wretched  mens  reliefe  make  way: 

For  loe  I  great  grace  or  fortune  thether  brought 

Comfort  to  him  that  comfortlesse  now  lay. 

In  those  same  woods  ye  well  remember  may 

How  that  a  noble  hunteresse  did  wonne» 

Shee,  that  base  Braggadochia  d  d  affray, 

And  made  him  fast  out  of  the  forest  ronne ; 

Belphoebe  was  her  name,  as  fiure  as  Phoebus  sunne. 

Shee  on  a  day,  as  shee  pursewd  the  chace  23* 

Of  some  wilde  beast,  wnich  with  her  arrowes  keene 

She  wounded  had,  the  same  along  did  trace 

By  tract  of  blood,  which  she  had  freshly  scene 

To  have  besprinckled  all  the  grassy  greene; 

"By  the  great  pursue  which  she  there  peroeav'd 

Well  honed  snee  the  beast  engor'd  had  beene. 

And  made  more  haste  thi  life  to  have  bereav'd: 

But  ah !  her  expectat  on  greatly  was  deoeiv'd. 

Shortljr  she  came  whereas  that  woefuH  squire  ® 

With  blood  deformed  lay  in  deadly  swownd; 

In  whose  faire  eye^,  like  lamps  of  quenched  fire- 

The  christall  humor  stood  confirealed  rownd: 

His  locks,  like  faded  leares  fallen  to  grownd, 

Knotted  with  blood  in  bounches  rudeW  ran ; 

And  his  sweete  lips,  on  which  be 'ore  that  stownd 

The  bud  of  youth  to  blossome  faire  began, 

Spoild  of  their  rosy  red  were  woxen  pale  and  wan. 

Saw  never  living  eie  more  heavy  siglit,  80 

That  could  have  made  a  rocke  of  si  one  to  rew. 

Or  rive  in  twaine :  which  when  that  lady  bright. 

Besides  all  hope,  with  melting  eies  did  vew. 

All  suddeinly  abasht  shee  chaunged  hew. 

And  with  steme  horror  backnara  gan  to  start: 

But.  when  she  better  him  beheld,  shee  grew 

Full  of  soft  passion  and  unwonted  smart: 

The  point  or  pitty  peroed  through  her  tender  hart 

Meeldy  shee  bowed  downe,  to  weete  if  life  81 

Yett  in  his  frozen  members  did  remaine; 

And,  feeling  by  his  pulses  beating  rife 

That  the  weake  sowie  her  seat  did  yett  retaine, 

Shee  cast  to  comfort  him  with  busy  paine ; 

His  double  folded  necke  she  reard  upright. 

And  rubd  his  temples  and  each  trembling  vaine; 

His  may  led  habeneon  she  did  undight. 

And  from  his  head  his  heavy  burganet  did  light. 
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Into  the  woods  thenceforth  in  haste  shea  went,  3d 

To  seeke  for  hearbes  that  mote  him  remedy; 

For  shee  of  h.Tbes  had  great  intendiment, 

Taught  of  the  nymphe  which  from  her  infancy 

Her  nourced  had  in  trew  nobility: 

There,  whether  yt  di7in3  tobacco  were, 

Or  panachfloa,  or  polygon^, 

She  fownd,  and  brought  it  to  her  patient  deare, 

Who  al  this  while  lay  bleding  out  his  hart-blood  neare. 

The  soveraine  weede  betwixt  two  marbles  plaine  83 

Shee  Downded  small,  and  did  in  peeces  bruz.^; 

And  then  atweene  her  lilJy  handes  twaiue 

Into  his  wound  the  jnice  thereof  did  scruze; 

And  round  about,  as  she  could  weU  it  uze. 

The  flesh  therewith  she  suppled  and  -  id  steepe, 

T*  abate  all  spamne  and  soke  theswelKng  bruze; 

And,  afler  having  searcht  the  intuse  deepe. 

She  with  her  scari'  d  d  bind  the  wound,  from  cold  to  keepe. 

By  this  he  ha  1  sweet  Kfe  recur  d  aga^ne,  34 

Aiid,  gronin^  inl^r  deepe,  at  last  his  eies. 

His  watry  eies  drizlir^g  like  deawy  rayne, 

He  up  gan  lifte  toward  the  azure  skies, 

!From  whence  descend  all  hopelesse  remedies ; 

Therewith  he  sigh'd^  and,  turning  htm  aside, 

The  goodly  maide  full  of  divinities 

And  gifts  of  heavenly  ^race  he  by  him  spide. 

Her  bow  and  gilden  quiver  lying  him  beside. 

"  Mercy !  deare  Lord,"  said  he,  "  what  grace  is  this         35 

That  thou  i  ast  shewed  to  me  sinfuU  wi«ht. 

To  send  thine  angell  from  her  bonre  of  blis 

To  comfort  me  in  my  distressed  plight ! 

Angell,  or  ^oddesse  doe  I  call  thee  right? 

What  service  may  I  doe  mnto  thee  meete, 

That  hast  from  darkenes  me  teturnd  to  Uizht, 

And  with  thy  hevenly  salves  and  me  'cines  sweete 

Hast  drest  my  sinful!  wouads !  I  kisse  I  thy  blessed  feete.** 

Thereat  she  blushing  said ;  "  Ah !  gen  le  squire,  36 

Nor  goddesse  I,  nor  angell ;  but  the  mayd 

And  daughter  of  a  wood/  nvmphe,  desire 

No  service  but  th^  safety  and  ay d; 

Which  if  thou  ^me,  I  sh  il  be  well  apayd. 

Wee  mortall  wights,  whose  lives   nd  fortunes  bee 

To  common  accidents  stil  open  lavd. 

Are  bownd  with  c  >mmun  bond  of  frajQtee, 

To  succor  wretched  wights  whom  we  captived  see.** 
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By  this  her  damzells,  which  the  lormer  ohaee  87 

Had  undertaken  after  her»  arryy'd. 

As  did  BelphoBbe,  in  the  bloodv  place. 

And  thereby  deemd  the  beast  had  been  depriv'd 

Of  life,  whom  late  their  ladies  arow  ryv'd : 

Forthy  the  bloody  tract  they  foUowd  fast, 

And  every  one  to  ronne  the  swiftest  stryv'd ; 

But  two  of  them  the  rest  far  overoast, 

And  where  their  lady  was  arrived  at  the  last. 

Where  when  they  saw  that  goodly  boy  with  blood  38 

Defowled,  and  their  lady  dresse  his  wownd, 

They  wondred  mnch ;  and  shortlv  understood 

How  him  in  deadly  oace  their  laoy  fownd. 

And  reskewed  out  of  the  heavy  stownd. 

Eftsoones  his  warlike  courser,  which  was  strayd 

Earre  in  the  wood*  s  whiles  that  he  lay  in  swownd. 

She  made  those  damzels  search:  which  being  stayd. 

They  did  him  set  thereon,  and  torth  with  them  convayd. 

Into  that  forest  farre  they  thence  him  led  89 

"Wliere  was  their  dwelling:  in  a  pleasant  glade 

With  mountaines  rownd  about  environed 

And  mif^tie  woodes,  which  did  the  valley  shade. 

And  like  a  stately  theatre  it  niade 

Spreading  itselfe  into  a  spatious  plaine ; 

And  in  the  midst  a  little  river  plaide 

Emongst  the  pumy  stones,  which  seemed  to  plaine 

Witli  gentle  murmure  that  his  course  they  dud  restraine. 

Beside  the  same  a  dainty  place  there  lay,  40 

Planted  with  mirtle  trees  and  laurells  greene. 

In  which  the  birds  song  many  a  lovely  lay 

Of  Grods  high  praise,  and  of  th  ir  loves  sweet  teene. 

As  it  an  earthly  paradize  had  beene: 

In  whose  enclosed  shadow  there  was  pight 

A  faire  pavilion,  scarcely  to  be  scene. 

The  which  was  al  within  most  richly  dight, 

That  greatest  princes  living  it  mote  well  delight. 

Thether  they  brousrht  that  wounded  squyre,  and  layd       41 

In  easie  couch  his  feeble  limbes  to  rest. 

He  rested  him  awhile ;  and  then  the  mayd 

His  readie  wound  with  better  salves  new  drests 

Daily  she  dressed  him,  and  did  the  best. 

His  grievous  hurt  to  guarish,  that  she  might; 

That  shortly  she  his  dolour  hath  redrest. 

And  his  foule  sore  reduced  to  fair  >  plight : 

It  she  reduced,  but  himselfe  destroyed  quight 
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O  foolish  physick,  and  unfrnitfull  paine,  42 

That  healea  ao  one,  and  makes  another  wound  I 

She  his  hurt  migh  to  him  record  agaiae, 

Bat  hurt  his  hart,  the  which  before  was  sound, 

Throuffh  an  unwary  dart  which  did  rebownd 

From  ner  faire  e^es  and  gratious  countenaunee. 

What  bootes  it  mm  from  death  to  be  unbownd. 

To  be  captived  in  endl^sse  duraunce 

Of  sorrow  and  despeyre  without  aleggeaimce! 

Still  as  his  wound  did  gather,  and  ffrow  hole,  43 

So  still  his  hart  woxe  sore,  and  health  decay d: 

Madnesse  to  save  a  part,  and  lose  the  whole ! 

Still  whenas  he  beheld  the  heavenly  mayd. 

Whiles  daily  playsters  to  his  wownd  she  h^rd, 

So  still  his  malady  the  more  increast. 

The  whiles  her  matchlesse  beautie  him  dismayd. 

Ah  Grod !  what  other  could  he  do  at  least. 

But  love  so  fayre  a  lady  that  his  life  releastl 

Lonff  while  he  strove  in  his  corageous  brest  dl 

With  reason  dew  the  passion  to  subdew, 

And  love  for  to  dislodge  out  of  his  nest : 

StiU  when  her  excellencies  he  did  vew,' 

Her  soveraine  bountie  and  celestiall  hew, 

The  same  to  love  he  strongly  was  constraynd: 

But,  when  his  meane  estate  he  did  revew, 

He  from  such  hardy  boldnesse  was  restravnd. 

And  of  his  lucklesse  lott  and  cruell  love  thus  playnd : 

"  Unthai^full  wretch,"  said  he,  "  is  this  the  meed,  45 

With  which  her  soverain  mercry  thou  doest  quightP 

Thy  life  she  saved  by  her  gratious  deed ; 

But  thou  doest  weene  with  villeinous  despight 

To  blott  her  honour  and  her  heavenly  hgnt : 

Dye;  rather  dve  then  so  disloyally 

Deeme  of  her  high  desert,  or  seeme  so  light : 

Fayre  death  it  is,  to  shonne  more  shame,  to  dy: 

Dye;  rather  dye  than  ever  love  disloyally. 

**But  if,  to  love,  dislc^alty  it  bee,  40 

Shall  I  then  hate  her  that  from  deathes  dore 

Me  brought?  ah !  farre  be  such  reproach  fro  mee  1 

What  can  I  lease  doe  then  her  love  therer6re, 

Sith  I  her  dew  reward  cannot  restore  P 

Dye ;  rather  dye,  and  dyeing  doe  her  serve; 

DVing  her  serve,  and  living  her  adore ; 

Thy  fife  she  gave,  thy  life  she  doth  deserve : 

I^e;  rather  dye  then  ever  from  her  service  swerve. 
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**Bul,  foolish  boy.  what  bootes  thy  serrice  bace  47 

To  her,  to  whom  the  heavens  doe  serve  and  sew  P 

Thou,  a  meane  squyre,  of  meeke  and  lowly  place;. 

She,  hevenly  borne  and  of  celestiall  hew. 

How  then  P  of  all  love  taketh  equall  vew : 

And  doth  not  hipjhest  Grod  vouchsafe  to  take 

The  love  and  service  of  the  basest  crew  P 

If  she  will  not ;  dye  meekly  for  her  sake : 

Dye;  rather  dye  then  ever  so  faire  love  forsake  V* 

Thus  warreid  he  long  time  against  his  wiU ;  4B 

Till  that  through  weakness  he  was  forst  at  last 

To  yield  himselfe  unto  the  mightie  ill. 

"Which,  as  a  victour  proud,  ^jan  ransack  fast 

His  inward  partes  and  all  his  entra^yles  wast. 

That  neither  blood  in  face  nor  life  m  hai  t 

It  left,  but  both  did  c^uite  dr^e  up  and  blast ; 

As  percing  levin,  which  the  mner  part 

Of  every  thing  consumes  and  calcineth  by  art; 

Which  seeing  fayre  Belphoebe  gan  to  fbare.  4Q 

Least  that  his  wound  were  inly  well  not  heald; 

Or  that  the  wicked  Steele  empoysned  were : 

Litle  shee  weend  that  love  he  close  concealed. 

Yet  still  he  wasted,  as  the  snow  congeald 

When  the  bright  sunne  his  beams  thereon  doth  beat : 

Yet  never  he  his  hart  to  her  reveald ; 

But  rather  chose  to  dye  for  sorow  great 

Then  with  dishonorable  termes  her  to  entreat. 

She,  gracious  lady,  yet  no  paincs  did  spare  60 

To  doe  him  ease,  or  doe  him  remedy: 

Many  restoratives  of  vertues  rare 

And  costly  cordialles  she  did  apply. 

To  mitigate  his  stulHbome  malady: 

But  that  sweet  cordiall,  which  can  restore 

A  love-sick  bart,  she  did  to  him  envy; 

To  him,  and  to  all  th'  unworthy  world  forlore, 

She  did  envy  that  soveraine  salve  in  secret  store. 

That  daintie  rose,  the  daughter  of  her  mome,  (Q. 

More  deare  then  fife  she  tendered,  whose  flowre 

The  girlond  of  her  honour  did  adorne : 

Ne  sufl&vd  she  the  middayes  scorching  powre, 

Ne  the  sharp  northeme  wind  thereon  to  showre  y 

But  lapped  up  her  silken  lieaves  most  chajrre, 

Whenso  the  froward  skye  began  to  lowre ; 

But,  soone  as  caln<ed  was  the  cristall  ayre, 

She  did  it  fayre  dispred  and  let  to  florish  fayre. 
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Sternall  Qod,  in  his  almifflitie  powre,  52 

To  make  ensample  of  hin  heavenl^r  grace, 

^^paradize  whylome  did  plant  this  flowre ; 

Whence  he  it  fetcht  out  of  her  native  place, 

And  did  in  stocke  of  earthly  flesh  enrace, 

That  mortall  men  her  glorv  should  admyre. 

In  gentle  ladies  breste  and  bounteous  race 

Of  woman-kind  it  feyrest  flowre  doth  spyre, 

And  beareth  fruit  of  honour  and  all  chast  desyre. 

Foyre  ympes^of  beautie,  whose  bright  shining  beames      53 

Adome  the  world  with  like  to -heavenly  light, 

And  to  your  willes  both  royalties-  and  reames 

Subdew,  through  conquest  of  your  wondrous  might ; 

With  this  fayre  flowre  your  goodly  girlonds^dight 

Of  chastity  and  vertue  virginall, 

That  shall  embellish  more  j^our  beautie  bright, 

And  crowne  your  heades  with  heavenly  coronall,^ 

Such  as  the  angels  weare  before  Gods  tribunall! 

To  yonre  faire  selves  a  faire  ensample  frame  51 

Of  this  faire  virgin,  this  Belphoebe  fayre; 

To  whom,  in  perfect  love  and  spotless  fame 

Of  chastitie,  none  living  may  compayre 

Ne  poysnons  envy  iustly  can  empayre 

The  prayse  of  her  fresh-flowring  maydenhead^   - 

Fortny  she  standeth  on  the  highest  stayre 

Of  th'  honourable  stage  of  womanhead, 

That  ladies  all  may  foik>w  her  ensample  dead. 

In  so  great  prayse  of  stedfast  chastity  55 

Nathlesse  she  was  so  courteous  and  kynde, 

Tempred  with  grace  and  goodly  modesty, 

That  seemed  those  two  vertues  strove  to  iynd 

The  higher  place  in  her  heroick  mynd : 

So  striving  each  did  other  more  augment, 

And  both  encreast  the  prayse  of  womankynd 

And  both  encreast  her  beautie  excellent : 

So  all  did  make,  in  her  a  perfect.comploment» 
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CANTO  VI. 

The  birth  of  fkyre  Belphcebe  and 

Of  Amorettifltold: 
The  gardins  of  AdonU  fraught 

With  plearares  manifold. 

Well  may  I  weene,  feire  ladies,  all  tbia  while  1 

Ye  wonder  how  this  noble  damoeell 

So  great  i^erfections  did  in  her  compile, 

Sith  that  m  salvage  forests  she  did  dwell, 

So  farre  from  coiSt  and  royal  citadell. 

The  great  schoolmaistresse  of  all  courtesy: 

Seemeth  that  such  wilde  woodes  should  far  expell 

All  civile  usage  and  gentility, 

And  gentle  sprite  deforme  witli  rude  ruBticitgr. 

But  to  this  faire  Belphodbe  in  her  berth  2 

The  hevens  so  favourable  were  and  free. 

Looking  with  myld  asp^t  upon  the  earth 

In  th*  horoscope  of  her  nativitee, 

That  all  the  gifts  of  grace  and  chastitee 

On  her  they  poured  forth  of  plenteous  home: 

love  laught  on  Venus  from  ms  soverayne  see, 

And  Phoebus  with  faire  beames  did  her  adome. 

And  all  the  graces  rockt  her  cradle  being  borne. 

Her  berth  was  of  the  wombe  of  morning  dew,  3 

And  her  conception  of  the  ioyous  prime ; 

And  ail  her  whole  creation  did  her  shew 

Pure  and  unspotted  from  all  loathly  crime 

That  is  in^enerate  in  fleshly  slime. 

So  was  this  virgin  borne,  so  was  she  bred; 

So  was  she  trayned  up  from  time  to  time 

In  all  chaste  vertue  and  true  bountihed. 

Till  to  her  dew  perfeetion  she  were  ripened. 

Her  mother  was  the  fiure  Chrysogonee,  4 

The  daughter  of  Amphisa,  who  by  race 

A  Faerie  was,  ybome  of  high  degree : 

She  bore  Belphcebe;  she  bore  in  like  caoe 

Fayre  Amoretta  in  the  second  place: 

These  two  were  twinnes,  and  twixt  them  two  did  share 

The  heritage  of  all  celestiall  grace ; 

That  all  the  rest  it  seemd  they  robbed  bare 

Of  bounty,  and  of  beautie,  and  all  vertues  rare. 
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Jt  were  a  goodly  storie  to  declare  5 

IBj  what  straon^e  accident  faire  Chrysoffone 

Conceiy'd  these  infants,  and  how  them  sne  bare 

In  this  wilde  forrest  wandring  all  alone, 

After  she  had  nine  moneths  tnlfild  and  gone: 

Por  not  as  other  wemens  oonunnne  bro<xl 

They  were  enwombed  in  the  sacred  throne 

Of  her  chaste  bodie;  nor  with  commune  food. 

As  other  wemens  babes,  they  sacked  vitall  blood: 

Bat  wondroosly  they  were  begot  and  bred  6 

Through  influence  of  th'  hevens  fruitfull  ray, 

As  it  in  antique  bookee  b  mentioned. 

It  was  upon  a  sommers  shinie  day. 

When  Titian  faire  his  beames  did  dispky, 

In  a  firesh  fountaine,  far  from  all  mens  yew, 

She  bath*d  her  brest  the  boyling  hcAt  t*  allay; 

She  bath*d  with  roses  red  and  violets  blew, 

And  all  the  sweetest  flowers  that  in  the  forrest  grew. 

Till  faint  through  yrkesome  werines  adowne  7 

Upon  the  grassy  ground  herselfe  she  layd 

To  sleepe,  the  w£les  a  gentle  slumbring  swowne 

Upon  her  fell  all  naked  oare  displayd : 

The  sunbeames  bright  upon  her  body  playd. 

Being  through  former  bathing  moUifide, 

And  pierst  into  her  wombe ;  where  they  embayd 

With  so  sweet  sence  and  secret  powre  unspide. 

That  in  her  pregnant  flesh  they  shortly  fructifide. 

Miraculous  mvy  seeme  to  him  that  reades  8 

So  straunge  ensample  of  conception; 

But  reason  teacheth  that  the  firuitfull  seadei 

Of  all  things  liyin|[,  through  impression 

Of  the  sunbeames  m  mo:r8t  complexion, 

Doe  life  conceive  and  quickoed  are  by  Igmd: 

So,  after  Nilus  inundation. 

Infinite  shapes  of  creatures  men  doe  fynd 

Informed  in  the  mud  on  which  the  sunne  hath  ahynd. 

Great  father  he  of  generation  9 

Is  rightly  cald,  th'  authour  of  life  and  light ; 

And  nis  faire  sister  for  creation 

Ministreth  matter  fit,  which,  tempred  right 

With  heate  and  humour,  breedes  the  liymg  wight 

So  sprong  these  twinnes  in  womb  of  Ghrrsogone ; 

Tet  wist  she  nought  thereof,  but  sore  afiright 

Wondred  to  see  her  belly  so  upblone. 

Which  still  increaat  till  she  her  teime  had  full  outgoiie. 
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Whereof  conceiving  sbaine  and  foule  disgrace,  10 

Albe  her  guiltlesse  oonecience  her  cleard. 

She  fled  into  the  wildemesse  a  space. 

Till  that  unweeldy  burden  she  had  reard. 

And  shund  dishonor  which  as  death  she  ieardi 

Where,  wearie  of  long  traveill,  downe  to  rest 

Herselfe  she  set,  and  comfortably  cheard ; 

There  a  sad  cloud  of  sleei>e  her  overkest, 

And  seized  every  sence  with  sorrow  sore  opprest. 

It  fortuned,  faire  Venus  having  lost  11 

Her  little  sonne,  the  winged  god  of  love, 

Who  for  some  light  displeasure,  which  him  crost, 

Was  from  her  fled  as  flit  as  irrery  dove. 

And  left  her  blisfuli  howre  ot  ioy  above  ^ 

(So  from  her  often  he  had  fled  away. 

When  she  for  ought  him  sharpely  did  reprove, 

And  wandred  in  the  world  in  strannge  ar^. 

Disguiz'd  in  thousand  shapes,  that  none  mig^t  him  bewray ;) 

Him  for  to  seeke,  she  left  her  heavenly  hous,  12 

The  house  of  goodly  formes  and  faire  asp^ts, 

Whence  all  the  world  derives  the  ^orious 

Features  of  beautie  and  all  shapes  select 

With  which  high  God  his  workmanship  hath  deckt; 

And  searched  everie  way  through  which  his  wings 

Had  borne  him,  or  his  tract  she  mote  detect : 

She  promist  kisses  sweet,  and  sweeter  thin^. 

Unto  the  man  that  of  him  ty  dings  to  her  bnngs. 

Pirst  she  him  sought  in  court ;  where  most  he  us'd  IS 

Whylome  to  haunt,  but  there  she  found  him  not;. 

But  many  there  she  found  which  sore  accus'd 

His  falshood,  and  with  fowle  infimous  blot 

His  cruell  deedes  and  wicked  wyles  did  spot : 

Ladies  and  lordes  she  every  where  mote  heare 

Complayning,  how  with  his  empoysoned  shot 

Their  wofull  harts  he  wounded  had  whyleare, 

And  so  had  left  them  languishing  twixt  hope  and  feare. 

She  then  the  cities  sought  from  gate  to  gate,  14 

And  everie  one  did  aske.  Did  he  him  see  P 

And  everie  one  her  answerd,  that  too  late 

He  had  him  seene,  and  felt  the  crueltee 

Of  his  sharp  dartes  and  whot  artilleree : 

And  every  one  threw  forth  reproches  rife 

Of  his  mischievous  deedes  and  sayd  that  hee 

Was  the  disturber  of  all  civill  life. 

The  enimy  of  peace,  and  authour  of  all  strife. 
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Then  in  the  countrey  she  abroad  him  sought,  15 

And  in  tlie  rurall  cottages  inquired ; 

Where  also  many  plaintes  to  her  were  brought, 

How  he  their  heedelesse  harts  with  love  had  fir'd, 

And  his  false  venim  through  their  veines  inspir'd ; 

And  eke  the  gentle  shepheard  swaynes,  which  sat 

Keeping  their  fleecy  flockes  as  they  were  hvr'd, 

She  sweetly  heard  complaine  both  how  and  what 

Her  Sonne  had  to  them  doen ;  yet  she  did  smile  thereat. 

But,  when  in  none  of  all  these  she  him  got,  IG 

She  gan  avize  where  els  he  mote  him  hyde : 

At  last  she  her  bethought  that  she  had  not 

Yet  sought  the  salvage  woods  and  forests  wyde, 

In  which  full  many  lovely  nymphes  abyde ; 

Mongst  whom  mi^ht  be  that  he  did  closely  lye, 

Or  that  the  love  of  some  of  them  him  tyde : 

Forthy  she  thether  cast  her  course  t*  apply, 

To  search  the  secret  haunts  of  Dianes  company. 

Shortly  unto  the  wastefull  woods  she  came,  17 

Whereas  she  found  the  goddesse  with  her  crew, 

Ailer  late  chace  of  their  embrewed  game, 

Sitting  beside  a  fountaine  in  a  rew ; 

Some  of  them  washing  with  the  liquid  dew 

From  off  their  daintv  limbs  the  dusty  sweat 

And  soyle,  which  dia  deforme  their  fively  hew, 

Others  lay  shaded  from  the  scorchinff  heat ; 

The  rest  upon  her  person  gave  attendance  great. 

She,  having  hon^  upon  a  bough  on  high  18 

Her  bow  and  nam  ted  quiver,  had  unlaste 

Her  silver  buskins  from  her  nimble  thigh. 

And  her  lanck  loynes  un^irt,  and  brests  unbraste, 

Ailer  her  heat  the  breathmg  cold  to  taste ; 

Her  golden  lockes.  that  late  in  tresses  bright 

Embreaded  were  for  hindring  of  her  haste, 

Now  loose  about  her  shoulders  hong  undight. 

And  were  with  sweet  ambrosia  all  besprinckled  light 

Soone  as  she  Yenus  saw  behinde  her  backe,  ID 

She  was  asham'd  to  be  so  loose  surpriz'd ; 

And  woxe  halfe  wroth  against  her  oamzels  slacke, 

That  had  not  her  thereof  before  aviz'd, 

But  suffred  her  so  carelessly  disguiz'd 

Be  overtaken :  soone  her  garments  loose 

Upgath*ring,  in  her  bosome  she  c6mpriz*d 

Well  as  she  might,  and  to  the  goddesse  rose ; 

Whiles  all  her  nymphes  did  like  a  girlond  her  enclose. 
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Groodly  she  gan  faire  Cjrtherea  |?reet,  30 

And  snortly  asked  her  what  cause  her  brooght, 

Into  that  wildemesse  for  her  nnmeet, 

From  her  sweete  bowres  and  beds  with  pleasures  fraught: 

That  Buddein  chaung  she  straung  adventure  thought. 

To  whom  halfe  weeping  she  thus  answered ; 

That  she  her  dearest  sonne  Cupido  sonjzht 

Who  in  his  frowardness  from  her  was  ned ; 

That  she  repented  sore  to  have  him  angered. 

Thereat  Diana  gan  to  smile,  in  scome  21 

Of  her  yaine  playnt,  and  to  her  scoffing  sajd; 

"  Great  pitty  sure  that  ye  be  so  forlome 

Of  your  gay  sonne,  that  gives  you  so  good  ayd 

To  your  disports ;  ill  mote  ye  bene  apayd !" 

But  she  was  more  engrieyed,  and  repiide : 

"  Faire  sister,  ill  beseemes  it  to  upbrayd 

A  dolefull  heart  with  so  disdainfull  pride ; 

The  like  that  mine  may  be  your  paine  another  tide. 

**  As  you  in  woods  and  wanton  wildemesse  23 

Your  glory  sett  to  chace  the  salyage  beasts ; 

So  my  deuffht  is  all  in  ioy^ilnesse, 

In  beds,  in  Dowres,  in  banckets,  and  in  feasts: 

And  ill  becomes  you,  with  your  lofty  oreasts, 

To  scome  the  ioy  that  lore  is  glad  to  seeke : 

We  both  are  bownd  to  follow  heayens  beheasts 

And  tend  our  charges  with  obeisaunee  meek ; 

Spare,  gentle  sister,  with  reproch  my  paine  to  eeke  i 

"And  tell  me  if  that  ye  my  sonne  haye  heard  23 

To  lurke  emongst  your  nimphes  in  secret  wize. 

Or  keepe  their  cabins :  mucn  I  am  afieard 

Lest  he  like  one  of  them  himselfe  disguize. 

And  tume  his  arrows  to  their  exercize : 

So  may  he  long  himselfe  full  easie  hide  | 

For  he  is  faire,  and  firesh  in  face  and  guize 

As  any  nimphe ;  let  not  it  be  enyide. 

So  saying  eyery  nimph  full  narrowly  shee  eide. 

But  Phoebe  therewith  sore  was  angered*  24 

And  sharply  saide ;  "  Groe,  dame ;  goe  seeke  yoar  boy, 

Where  you  him  lately  lefie,  in  Mars  his  bed : 

He  comes  not  here ;  we  scome  his  fooUsh  ioy, 

l^e  lend  we  leisure  to  his  idle  toy : 

But,  if  I  catch  him  in  this  company. 

By  Styffian  lake  I  yow,  wfiose  sad  annoy 

The  ffoos  doe  dread,  he  dearly  shall  abye : 

He  cup  his  waatOD  wings  ihst  he  no  more  shall  flye.** 
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Whom  whenas  Yenus  saw  so  sore  displeasd,  25 

Shee  inly  sory  was,  and  can  relent 

What  shee  had  said :  so  her  shee  soone  appeasd 

With  su^red  words  and  gentle  blandishment, 

Which  as  a  fountaine  from  her  sweete  Ups  went 

And  welled  goodly  forth,  that  in  short  space 

She  was  well  pleasd,  and  forth  her  damzeUs  sent 

Through  all  the  woods,  to  search  from  place  to  place 

If  any  tract  of  him  or  tidings  they  mote  trace. 

To  search  the  god  of  love  her  nimphes  she  sent  20 

Throughout  the  wandering  forest  every  where : 

And  after  them  herselfe  eke  with  her  went 

To  seeke  the  fugitive  both  farre  and  nere. 

So  long  they  sought,  till  they  arrived  were 

In  that  same  shady  covert  whereas  lay 

Faire  Crvsogone  in  slombry  traunce  whilere ; 

Who  in  her  sleepe  (a  wonc&ous  thing  to  say) 

Unwares  had  borne  two  babes  as  faire  as  sprmging  day. 

Unwares  she  them  conceivd,  unwares  she  bore :  27 

She  bore  withouten  paine,  that  she  conceiv'd 

Withouten  pleasure ;  ne  her  need  implore 

Lucinaes  aide :  which  when  they  both  perceiv'd. 

They  were  through  wonder  nigh  of  sence  berev'd. 

And  gazing  each  on  other  nought  bespake : 

4t  last  they  both  agreed  her  seeming  griev*d 

Out  of  her  heavie  swowne  not  to  awake. 

But  from  her  loving  side  the  tender  babes  to  take. 

Tip  th^  them  tooke,  each  one  a  babe  uptooke,  28 

And  with  them  carried  to  be  fostered : 

Pame  Phoebe  to  a  nymphe  her  babe  betooke 

To  be  upbrouj?ht  in  perfect  maydenhed. 

And,  of  oerselfe,  her  name  BelphGebe  red : 

But  Venus  hers  thence  far  away  convayd, 

To  be  upbrought  in  goodly  womanhed ; 

And,  in  ner  little  Loves  stead  which  was  strayd. 

Her  Amoretta  cald,  to  comfort  her  diamayd. 

She  brought  her  to  her  ioyous  paradize  29 

Wher  most  she  wonnes,  when  she  on  earth  does  dwell, 

So  faire  a  place  as  nature  can  devize : 

Wether  in  Paphos,  or  Cytheron  hilL 

Or  it  in  Gnidus  bee,  I  wote  not  well ; 

But  well  I  wote  by  triall,  that  this  same 

All  other  pleasaunt  places  doth  exceU, 

And  called  is,  by  her  lost  lovers  name, 

The  gardin  of  Adonia,  far  renowmd  by  &me. 
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In  that  same  gardin  all  the  goodly  flowres,  80 

Wherewith  dame  Nature  doth  her  beaatify 

And  decks  the  girlonds  of  her  paramoures, 

Are  fetcht :  there  is  the  first  seminary 

Of  all  things  that  are  borne  to  live  and  dje, 

According  to  their  kynds.    Long  worke  it  were 

Here  to  account  the  endlesse  progeny 

Of  all  the  weeds  that  bud  and  blossome  there ; 

But  so  much  as  doth  need  must  needs  be  counted  here. 

It  sited  was  in  fruitfull  soyle  of  old,  31 

And  girt  in  with  two  walls  on  either  side ; 

The  one  of  yron,  the  other  of  bright  gold. 

That  none  might  thorough  breake,  nor  oyerstride ; 

And  double  gates  it  had  which  opened  wide. 

By  which  both  in  and  out  men  moten  pas : 

Tn'  one  faire  and  fresh,  the  other  old  and  dride : 

Old  Genius  the  porter  of  them  was, 

Old  Genius,  the  which  a  double  nature  has. 

He  letteth  in,  he  letteth  out  to  wend  32 

All  that  to  come  into  the  world  desire : 

A  thousand  thousand  naked  babes  attend 

About  him  day  and  night,  which  doe  require 

That  he  with  fleshly  weeds  would  them  attire : 

Such  as  him  list,  such  as  etemall  fate 

Ordained  hath,  he  clothes  with  sinfull  mire, 

And  sendeth  forth  to  live  in  mortall  state. 

Till  they  agayn  returns  backe  by  the  hinder  gate. 

After  that  they  againe  retoumed  beene,  33 

They  in  that  garcQn  planted  bee  agayne. 

And  grow  afresh,  as  they  had  never  scene 

FlesUy  corruption  nor  mortall  payne: 

Some  thousand  yeares  so  doen  tney  there  remayne^ 

And  then  of  him  are  clad  with  other  hew. 

Or  sent  into  the  chaungefldl  world  agavne, 

Till  thether  thev  retourne  where  first  they  grew: 

So,  like  a  wheele,  arownd  they  ronne  from  old  to  new. 

Ne  needs  there  gardiner  to  sett  or  sow,  84 

To  plant  or  prune;  for  of  their  owne  accord 

All  things,  as  they  created  were,  doe  grow, 

And  yet  remember  well  the  mighty  word 

Which  first  was  spoken  by  th'  Almighty  Lord, 

That  bad  them  to  increase  and  multiply: 

Ne  doe  thejr  need,  with  water  of  the  ford 

Or  of  the  douds,  to  moysten  their  roots  dry; 

For  in  themselvea  eternall  moisture  they  imply. 
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Infinite  shapes  of  creatures  there  are  bred,  35 

And  uncouth  formes,  which  none  yet  ever  knew : 

And  every  sort  is  in  a  sondry  bed 

Sett  by  itselfe,  and  ranckt  in  comely  rew: 

Some  fitt  for  reasonable  sowles  t  *indew ; 

Some  made  for  beasts,  some  made  for  birds  to  weare ; 

And  all  the  fruitfuU  spawne  of  fishes  hew 

In  endlesse  rancks  along  em^aun^red  were. 

That  seemd  the  ocean  could  not  containe  them  there. 

Daily  they  grow,  and  daily  forth  are  sent  36 

Into  the  world,  it  to  replenish  more ; 

Yet  is  the  stocke  not  lessened  nor  spent, 

But  still  remaines  in  everlasting  store 

As  it  at  first  created  was  of  yore : 

For  in  the  wide  wombe  of  the  world  there  lyes. 

In  hatefttll  darknes  and  in  deep  homSre, 

An  huge  etemall  chaos,  which  supplyes, 

The  subataunces  of  natures  fruitfull  progenyes. 

AH  things  from  thence  doe  their  first  being  fetch,  37 

And  borrow  matter  whereof  they  are  made ; 

Which,  whenas  forme  and  feature  it  does  ketch, 

Becomes  a  body,  and  doth  then  invade 

The  state  of  life  out  of  the  griesly  shade. 

That  substaunce  is  eteme,  and  bideth  so ; 

Ne,  when  the  life  decayes  and  forme  does  fade 

Doth  it  consume  and  into  nothing  goe, 

But  chaunged  is  and  often  altredto  and  firoe. 

The  substaunce  is  not  ohaungd  nor  altered,  38 

Butth'  only  forme  and  outward  fashion; 

For  every  substaunce  is  conditioned 

To  chaunge  her  hew,  and  sondry  formes  to  don, 

Meet  for  ner  temper  and  complexion : 

For  formes  are  variable,  and  decay 

By  course  of  Idnde  and  by  occasion ; 

And  that  faire  flowre  of  beautie  fades  away. 

As  doth  the  Hlly  fresh  before  the  sunny  ray. 

Great  enbny  to  it,  and  to  all  the  rest  39 

That  in  the  ^cardin  of  Adonis  springs, 

Is  wicked  Time ;  who  with  his  scyth  addrest 

Does  mow  the  flowring  herbes  and  goodly  things, 

And  all  their  glory  to  the  ground  downe  flings, 

Where  they  do  wither  and  are  fowly  mard: 

He  flyes  about,  and  with  his  flaggv  wings 

Be^tes  downe  both  leaves  and  bucU  without  regard, 

Ne  ever  pitty  may  relent  his  malice  hard. 
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Yet  pitty  often  did  the  gods  relent,  40 

To  see  so  faire  tkinfres  niard  and  spoiled  quight : 

And  their  great  mother  Venus  did  lament 

The  losse  of  her  deare  brood,  her  deare  delight : 

Her  hart  was  pierst  with  pitty  at  the  sight. 

Wlien  walking  thi*ouffh  the  gardin  them  she  spyde, 

Yet  no'te  she  find  redresse  for  such  despight : 

For  all  that  lives  is  subiect  to  that  law: 

All  things  decay  in  time,  and  to  their  end  doe  draw. 

But  were  it  not  that  Time  their  troubler  is.  41 

All  that  in  this  delightfuU  gardin  growes 

Should  ha))py  bee,  and  have  immortall  blis : 

For  here  all  plenty  and  all  pleasure  flowes ; 

And  sweete  Ix)ve  gentle  fitts  emongst  them  throwes 

Without  fell  rancor  or  fond  gealosy: 

Franckly  each  paramour  his  leman  knowes ; 

Each  bird  his  mate ;  ne  any  does  envy 

Their  goodly  meriment  ajid  gay  felicity. 

There  is  continuall  spring,  and  harvest  there  42 

Continuall,  both  meeting  at  one  tyme : 

For  both  the  boughes  doe  laughing  blossoms  beare, 

And  with  fresh  colours  decke  the  wanton  piyme, 

And  eke  attonce  the  heavy  trees  they  clyme, 

Which  seeme  to  labour  under  their  fruites  lode : 

The  whiles  the  ioyous  birdes  make  their  pastyme 

Emongst  the  shacly  leaves,  their  sweet  abode. 

And  their  trew  loves  without  suspition  tell  abrode. 

Right  in  the  middest  of  that  Paradise  43 

There  stood  a  stately  mount,  on  whose  round  top 

A  gloomy  grove  of  mirtle  trees  did  rise, 

Whose  snady  boughes  sharp  Steele  did  never  lop. 

Nor  wicked  beastes  their  tender  buds  did  crop, 

But  like  a  girlond  compassed  the  hight. 

And  from  their  fruitfull  sydes  sweet  gum  did  drop, 

That  all  the  ground,  with  pretious  deaw  bedight. 

Threw  forth  most  dainty  odours  and  most  sweet  delight. 

And  in  the  thickest  covert  of  that  shade  44 

There  was  a  pleasant  arber,  not  by  art 

But  of  the  trees  owne  inclination  made, 

Wbich  knitting  their  rancke  braunches  part  to  part. 

With  wanton  yvie-twine  entrayld  athwart, 

And  eglantine  and  caprifole  emong, 

Fashiond  above  within  their  inmost  pari. 

That  nether  Phcebus  beams  could  through  them  throng 

Nor  Aeolus  sharp  blast  could  worke  thm  any  wrong. 
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And  all  about  grew  every  sorte  of  flowre,  45 

To  which  sad  lovers  were  transformde  of  yore ; 

Fresh  Hyacinthus,  Phoebus  paramoure 

And  dearest  love ; 

Foolish  Narcisse,  that  likes  the  watry  shore ; 

Sad  Amaranthus,  made  a  flowre  but  late, 

Sad  Amaranthus,  iu  whose  purple  gore 

Me  seemes  I  see  Amintas  wretchedfate. 

To  whom  sweet  poets  verse  hath  given  endless  date. 

There  wont  fayre  Venus  often  to  enioy  46 

Her  deare  Adonis  ioyous  company. 

And  reap  sweet  pleasure  of  the  wanton  boy: 

There  yet,  some  say,  in  secret  he  does  ly. 

Lapped  in  flowres  and  pretious  spyoery. 

By  her  hid  from  the  world,  and  from  the  skill 

Of  Stygian  gods,  which  doe  her  love  envy: 

But  she  herselfe,  whenever  that  she  will, 

PossesseUi  him,  and  of  his  sweetnesse  takes  her  fill : 

And  sooth,  it  seemes,  they  say ;  for  he  may  not  47 

For  ever  dye,  and  ever  buried  bee 

In  balefull  ni^lit  where  all  thinges  are  forgot ; 

All  be  he  subiect  to  mortalitie. 

Yet  is  eteme  in  mutabilitie. 

And  by  succession  made  perpetuall. 

Transformed  oA^  and  chaunged  diverslie : 

For  him  the  father  of  all  formes  they  call ; 

Therefore  needs  mote  he  live,  that  living  gives  to  all. 

There  now  he  liveth  in  eternal  blis,  48 

Io3ring  his  goddesse,  and  of  her  enioyd ; 

Ne  feareth  ne  henceforth  that  foe  of  his. 

Which  with  his  cruell  tuske  him  deadly  cloyd: 

For  that  wild  bore,  the  which  him  once  annoyd. 

She  firmely  hath  emprisoned  for  ay, 

(That  her  sweet  love  his  malice  mote  avoyd,) 

In  a  stronff  rocky  cave,  which  is,  they  say, 

fiewen  underneath  that  mount,  that  none  him  losen  may. 

There  now  he  lives,  in  everlasting  ioy,  49 

With  many  of  the  gods  in  company 

Which  thether  haunt»  and  with  the  winged  boy. 

Sporting  himselfe  in  safe  felicity : 

Who  when  he  hath  with  spoiles  and  cruelty 

Bansackt  tl^e  world,  and  in  the  wofull  harta 

Of  many  wretches  set  his  triumphes  hye, 

Thether  resortes,  and,  laying  his  sad  dartes 

Asyde,  with  faire  Adonis  playea  his  wanton  partes. 
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And  Ills  trew  love  faire  Psyche  with  him  playeo,  60 

Fajre  Psyche  to  him  lately  reconcyld, 

After  lon|^  troubles  and  unmeet  upbrayes, 

With  which  his  mother  Venus  her  revyld. 

And  eke  himselfe  her  cruelly  exyld : 

But  now  in  stedfast  love  and  happy  state 

She  with  him  lives,  and  hath  him  borne  a  chyld, 

Pleasure,  that  doth  both  ffods  and  men  agtmite, 

Pleasure,  the  daughter  of  Cupid  and  I^sche  late. 

Hether  great  Venus  brought  this  infant  fayre  61 

The  younger  daughter  of  Chrysogonee, 

And  unto  Psyche  with  great  trust  and  care 

Committed  her,  ^fostered  to  bee 

And  trained  up  m  trew  feminitee : 

Who  no  lease  carefully  her  tendered 

Then  her  owne  daughter  Pleasure,  to  whom  shee 

Made  her  companion,  and  her  lessoned 

In  all  the  lore  of  love  and  goodly  womanhead. 

In  which  when  she  to  perfect  ripeness  grew,  52 

Of  grace  and  beautie  noble  naragone. 

She  brought  her  forth  into  the  worldes  vew, 

To  be  th'  ensample  of  true  love  alone, 

And  lodestarre  of  all  chaste  affectione 

To  nil  fayre  ladies  that  doe  live  on  grownd, 

To  Faery  court  she  came ;  where  many  one 

Admvrd  her  goodly  haveour,  and  fownd 

His  feeble  hart  wide  launched  with  loves  cruel  wownd. 

But  she  to  none  of  them  her  love  did  cast,  53 

Save  to  the  noble  knight  Sir  Scudamore, 

To  whom  her  loving  hart  she  linked  fast 

In  faithfull  love,  t'  abide  for  evermore ; 

And  for  his  dearest  sake  endured  sore, 

Sore  trouble  of  an  hainous  enimy. 

Who  her  would  forced  have  to  have  forlore 

Her  former  love  and  stedfast  loialty: 

As  ye  may  elsewhere  reade  that  ruefull  history. 

But  well  I  weene  ye  first  desire  to  leame  54 

What  end  unto  that  fearefull  damozell. 

Which  fledd  so  fast  from  that  same  foster  steame 

Wliom  with  his  brethren  Timias  slew,  befell : 

That  was,  to  weet,  the  goodlv  Florimell ; 

Who  wandring  for  to  seeke  her  lover  deare. 

Her  lover  deare,  her  dearest  Marinell, 

Into  misfortune  fell,  as  ye  did  heare. 

And  from  Prince  Arihure  fled  with  wings  of  idle  feaze. 
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CANTO  vn. 

The  witches  sonne  loves  Florimell ; 

She  fljres ;  he  faines  to  dy. 
Satfrane  saves  the  Squjrre  of  Dames 

From  gy-aants  tjnumj. 

LtCT  as  an  hjnd  forth  singled  from  fhe  heard* 

That  hath  escaped  from  a  ravenous  beast, 

Yet  flyes  away  of  her  owne  feete  afeard ; 

And  every  leafe,  that  shaketh  with  the  least 

Murmure  of  winde,  her  terror  hath  enereast : 

So  fledd  fajrre  Florimell  from  her  vaine  feare, 

Long  after  she  from  perill  was  releast : 

Each  shade  she  saw,  and  each  noyse  she  did  heare, 

Did  seeme  to  be  the  same  which  she  esoapt  whileare. 

All  that  same  evening  she  in  flying  spent, 
And  all  that  night  her  course  contmewed : 
Ne  did  she  let  dull  sleepe  once  to  relent 
Nor  wearinesse  to  slack  her  hast,  but  fled 
Ever  alike,  as  if  her  former  dred 
Were  hard  behind,  her  ready  to  arrest : 
And  her  white  palfrey,  having  conquered 
The  maistring  raines  out  of  her  weary  wrest, 
Perforce  her  carried  where  ever  he  thought  best. 

So  long  as  breath  and  hable  puissaunce 

Did  native  corage  unto  him  supply. 

His  pace  he  fresnly  forward  did  advaunce, 

And  carried  her  beyond  all  ieopardy ; 

But  nought  that  wanteth  rest  can  long  aby : 

He,  having  through  incessant  traveill  spent 

His  force,  at  last  perforce  adowne  did  ly, 

Ne  loot  could  further  move :  the  lady  gent 

Thereat  was  suddein  strook  with  great  astonishment ; 

And,  forst  t*  alight,  on  foot  mote  algates  fare 

A  traveiler  unwonted  to  such  way ; 

Need  teacheth  her  this  lesson  hard  and  rare, 

TUat  Fortune  all  in  equall  launce  doth  sway^ 

And  mortall  miseries  doth  make  her  play. 

So  long  she  traveild,  till  at  length  she  came 

To  an  Lilies  side,  which  did  to  her  bewray 

A  litle  valley  subiect  to  the  same, 

All  coverd  with  thick  woodes  that  quite  it  overcame. 
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Through  th'  tops  of  the  high  trees  she  did  descry  5 

A  little  smoke,  whose  vapour  thin  and  light 

Seeking  aloft  uproUed  to  the  sky : 

Which  chearemll  signe  did  send  unto  her  sight 

That  in  the  same  did  wonne  some  living  wight. 

Eftsoones  her  steps  she  thereunto  applyd, 

And  came  at  last  in  weary  wretched  plight 

Unto  the  place,  to  which  her  hope  did  guyde 

To  finde  some  reftige  there,  and  rest  her  wearie  syde. 

There  in  a  gloomy  hollow  p^len  she  found  6 

A  little  cottage,  built  of  stickes  and  reedes 

In  homely  wize,  and  wald  with  sods  around ; 

In  which  a  witch  did  dwell,  in  loathly  weedes 

And  wilful!  want,  all  carelesse  of  her  needes ; 

So  choosinff  solitarie  to  abide 

Far  from  aD  neighbours,  that  her  divelish  deedes 

And  hellish  arts  from  people  she  might  hide, 

And  hurt  far  offunknowne  whomever  she  envlde. 

The  damzell  there  arriving  entred  in ;  7 

Where  sitting  on  the  flore  the  hag  she  foimd 

Busie  (as  seem'd)  about  some  wicked  gin : 

Who,  soone  as  slie  beheld  that  suddeine  stound. 

Lightly  upstarted  from  the  dustie  ground. 

And  with  fell  looke  and  hollow  deadly  gaze 

Stared  on  her  awhile,  as  one  astound, 

Ne  had  one  word  to  speake  for  great  amaze ; 

But  shewd  by  outward  signes  that  dread  her  sence  did  daze. 

At  last,  turning  her  feare  to  foolish  wrath,  8 

She  askt,  What  devill  had  her  thether  brought, 

And  who  she  was,  and  what  unwonted  path 

Had  ffuided  her,  unwelcomed,  unsouffht? 

To  which  the  damzell  full  of  doubtfull  thought 

Her  mildly  answer'd ;  "  Beldame,  be  not  wroth 

With  silly  virgin,  by  adventure  brought 

Unto  your  dwelling,  ignorant  and  lotn. 

That  crave  but  rowme  to  rest  while  tempest  overblo'th." 

W  ith  that  adowne  out  of  her  christall  eyne  0 

Few  trickling  teares  she  softly  forth  let  fall. 

That  like  two  orient  perles  did  purely  shyne 

Upon  her  snowy  cheeke ;  and  tnerewithall 

She  sighed  soft,  that  none  so  bestiall 

Kor  salvage  hart  but  ruth  of  her  sad  plight 

Would  make  to  melt,  or  piteously  appall ; 

And  that  vile  hag,  all  were  her  whole  delight 

In  mischiefe,  was  much  moved  at  so  pitteous  sight; 
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And  gan  reoomfort  her,  in  her  rude  wyse,  10 

With  womanish  compassion  of  her  plaint. 

Wiping  the  teares  from  her  sufiused  eyes, 

And  hiddinff  her  sit  downe  to  rest  her  faint 

And  wearie  limbes  awhile :  she  nothing  quaint 

Kor  'sdeignfull  of  so  homely  fashion, 

Sith  brought  she  was  no^v  to  so  hard  constraint, 

Sate  downe  upon  the  dusty  ground  anon ; 

As  glad  of  that  small  rest,  as  bird  of  tempest  gon. 

Tho  gan  she  gather  up  her  garments  rent,  11 

A.nd  her  loose  lockes  to  dight  in  order  dew 

VV'ith  golden  wreath  and  gorgeous  ornament ; 

Whom  such  whenas  the  wicked  hag  did  vew. 

She  was  astonisht  at  her  heavenly  hew, 

And  doubted  her  to  deeme  an  earthly  wight, 

But  or  some  goddesse,  or  of  Dianes  crew, 

And  thought  her  to  adore  with  humble  spright : 

T*  adore  thing  so  divine  as  beauty  were  but  right. 

This  wicked  woman  had  a  wicked  sonne,  12 

The  comfort  of  her  age  and  weary  dayes, 

A  laesy  loord,  for  nothing  good  to  donne, 

But  stretched  forth  in  ydlenesse  alwayes, 

Ne  ever  cast  his  mind  to  covet  pravse. 

Or  plv  himselfe  to  any  honest  trade ; 

But  all  the  day  before  the  sunny  raves 

He  us*d  to  slug,  or  sleepe  in  slothfiill  shade : 

Such  laesienesse  both  lewd  and  poor  attonce  him  made. 

He,  comming  home  at  undertime,  there  found  13 

The  fayrest  creature  that  he  ever  saw 

Sitting  beside  his  mother  on  the  ground ; 

The  si^ht  whereof  did  greatly  him  adaw. 

And  his  base  thought  with  terrour  and  with  aw 

So  inly  smot,  that  as  one,  which  hath  gaz'd 

On  the  bright  sunne  unwares,  doth  soone  withdraw 

His  feeble  eyne  with  too  much  brightnes  daz'd ; 

So  stared  he  on  her,  and  stood  long  while  amaz'd. 

Softly  at  last  he  gan  his  mother  aske,  14 

What  mister  wight  that  was,  and  whence  derived, 

That  in  so  straunge  disguizement  there  did  maske. 

And  by  what  accident  she  there  arriv'd  P 

But  she,  as  one  nigh  of  her  wits  deprived. 

With  nought  but  ghastly  lookes  him  answered ; 

Like  to  a  ghost,  that  lately  is  reviv'd 

From  Stygian  shores  where  late  it  wandered : 

So  both  at  her,  and  each  at  other  wondered. 
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But  the  fayre  yirgin  was  so  meeke  and  myld,  15 

That  she  to  them  Touchsafed  to  embace 

Her  goodly  port,  and  to  their  senses  vyld 

Her  gentle  speach  applyde,  that  in  short  space 

She  grew  familiare  in  that  desert  place. 

During  which  time  the  chorle,  through  her  so  kind 

And  conrteise  use,  conceived  affection  bace, 

And  cast  to  love  her  in  his  bmtish  mind ; 

No  lore,  but  brutish  lust,  that  was  so  beastly  tind. 

Closely  the  wicked  flame  his  bowels  brent,  16 

And  shortly  grew  into  outrageous  fire ; 

Yet  had  he  not  the  hart,  nor  hardiment, 

As  unto  her  to  utter  his  desire ; 

His  ca;rtive  thought  durst  not  so  hiffh  aspire : 

But  with  soft  signes  and  lovely  semblaunces 

He  ween'd  that  his  affection  entire 

She  should  aread ;  many  resemblaunces 

To  her  he  madci  and  many  kinde  remembraunces. 

Oft  from  the  forrest  wildings  he  did  bring,  17 

WTiose  sides  empurpled  were  with  smyling  red ; 

And  oft  young  burds,  which  he  had  taught  to  sing 

His  maistresse  praises  sweetly  caroled : 

Girlonds  of  flowres  sometimes  for  her  faire  hed 

He  fine  would  dight ;  sometimes  the  squirrel  wild 

He  brought  to  her  in  bands,  as  conquered 

To  be  her  thrall,  his  fellow-servant  vild : 

All  which  she  of  him  tooke  with  countenance  meeke  and  mild. 

But,  past  a  while,  when  she  fit  season  saw  18 

To  leave  that  desert  mansion,  she  cast 

In  secret  wize  herselfe  thence  to  withdraw, 

For  feare  of  mischiefe,  which  she  did  forecast 

Might  by  the  witch  or  by  her  sonne  compast ; 

Her  wearie  palfrey,  closely  as  she  might. 

Now  well  recovered  after  long  repast. 

In  his  proud  furnitures  she  freshly  dight, 

His  late  miswandred  wayes  now  to  remeasure  right. 

And  earel:f ,  ere  the  dawning  day  appeared,  12 

She  forth  issewed,  and  on  her  ioumey  went ; 

She  went  in  perill,  of  each  noyse  affeard 

And  of  each  shade  that  did  itselfe  present ; 

For  still  she  feared  to  be  overhent 

Of  that  vile  hag,  or  her  unci  vile  sonne; 

Who  when,  too  late  awaking,  well  they  kent 

That  their  fayre  guest  was  gone,  thev  both  begonne 

To  make  exceeding  mone  as  they  had  beene  undonne. 
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Bat  that  lewd  lorer  did  the  most  lament  20 

For  her  depart,  that  ever  man  did  heare ; 

He  knockt  his  brest  with  desperate  intent. 

And  scratcht  his  face,  and  with  his  teeth  did  teare 

His  nidged  flesh,  and  rent  his  ragged  heare : 

That  his  sad  mother  seeing  hin  sore  plight 

Was  greatly  woe-begon,  and  gan  to  feare 

licast  nis  fraile  senses  were  emperisht  qaight. 

And  love  to  frenzy  tomd ;  sith  love  is  franticke  hight. 

All  wayes  shee  sought  him  to  restore  to  plight,  21 

With  herbs,  with  charms,  with  counsel,  and  with  teares ; 

But  tears,  nor  charms,  nor  herbs,  nor  couusell  might 

Asswage  the  fiiry  which  his  entrails  teares : 

So  strong  is  passion  that  no  reason  heares ! 

Tho,  when  all  other  helpes  she  saw  to  faile. 

She  tumd  herselfe  backe  to  her  wicked  leares; 

And  by  her  divelish  arts  thought  to  prevaile 

To  bring  her  backe  againe,  or  worke  ner  final  bale. 

JSftsoones  out  of  her  hidden  cave  she  cald  22 

An  hideous  beast  of  horrible  aspect. 

That  could  the  stoutest  corage  nave  appald ; 

Monstrous,  mishapt,  and  all  his  backe  was  spect 

With  thousand  spots  of  colours  queint  elect ; 

Thereto  so  swifle  that  it  all  beasts  did  pas : 

Like  never  yet  did  living  eie  detect; 

But  likest  it  to  an  hyena  was 

That  feeds  on  wemens  flesh,  as  others  feede  on  gras. 

It  forth  she  cald,  and  ^ave  it  streight  in  charge  23 

Through  tbicke  and  tmn  her  to  poursew  apace, 

Ne  once  to  stav  to  rest,  or  breath  at  large. 

Till  her  he  had  attaind  and  brought  in  place. 

Or  quite  devourd  her  beauties  scornefuU  grace. 

The  monster,  swifte  as  word  that  from  her  went. 

Went  forth  in  haste,  and  did  her  footing  trace 

So  sure  and  swiftly,  through  his  perfect  sent 

And  passing  speede,  that  shortly  ne  her  overhent. 

Whom  when  the  fearefull  damzell  nigh  espide,  21 

No  need  to  bid  her  fast  away  to  flie ; 

That  ugly  shape  so  sore  her  territide. 

That  it  she  shund  no  lesse  than  dread  to  die ; 

And  her  flitt  palfrey  did  so  well  apply 

His  nimble  feet  to  her  conceived  h^are. 

That  whilest  his  breath  did  strength  to  him  supply. 

From  perill  free  he  her  away  did  oeare ; 

But,  when  his  force  gan  faile,  his  pace  gan  wex  areare. 
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Which  whenas  she  perceiv'd,  she  was  d^smayd  ^ 

At  that  same  last  extremity  ful  sore, 

And  of  her  safety  greatly  grew  a^yd : 

And  now  she  gan  approch  to  the  sea  shore. 

As  it  befell,  that  she  could  fl  e  no  more, 

But  yield  herselfe  to  spoile  of  greedinesse : 

Lightly  she  leaped,  as  a  wight  forlore, 

From  ner  dull  iiorse,  in  desperate  distresse. 

And  to  her  feet  betooke  her  doubtful!  sickemesse. 

Not  halfe  so  fast  the  wicked  Myrrha  fled  26 

From  dread  of  her  revenging  fathers  bond ; 

Nor  halfe  so  fast  to  save  her  maydenhed 

Fled  fearefull  Daphne  on  th'  ^gsean  strond ; 

As  Florimell  fled  from  that  monster  yond, 

To  reach  the  sea  ere  she  of  him  were  raught : 

For  in  the  sea  to  drowne  herselfe  she  fond, 

lUther  then  of  the  tyrant  to  be  caught : 

Thereto  fear  gave  her  wings,  and  need  her  corage  taught. 

It  fortuned  (High  God  did  so  ordaine)  27 

As  shee  arrived  on  the  rorin^  shore. 

In  minde  to  leape  into  the  mighty  maine 

A  little  bote  lay  hoving  her  before, 

In  which  there  slept  a  fisher  old  and  pore. 

The  whiles  his  nets  were  drying  on  the  sand : 

Into  the  same  shee  lept,  ana  with  the  ore 

Did  thrust  the  shallop  from  the  floting  strand : 

So  safety  fownd  at  sea,  which  she  fownd  not  at  land. 

fhe  monster,  ready  on  the  pray  to  sease,  28 

Was  of  his  forward  hope  deceived  quight ; 

Ne  durst  asaav  to  wade  the  perlous  seas, 

But,  greedLl3r  long  gaping  at  the  sight. 

At  last  in  vaine  was  forst  to  turn  his  flight, 

And  tell  the  idle  tidings  to  his  dame : 

Yet,  to  avenge  his  divelish  despight. 

He  set  upon  her  palfrey  tired  lame. 

And  slew  him  cruelly  ere  any  reskew  came : 

And,  after  having  him  embowelled  2^ 

To  fill  his  hellish  gorge,  it  chaunst  a  knight 

To  passe  that  way,  as  forth  he  traveiled : 

Yt  was  a  goodly  swaine,  and  of  great  might, 

As  ever  man  that  bloody  field  did  fight ; 

But  in  vain  sheows,  that  wont  yon§j  knights  bewitch. 

And  courtly  services,  tooke  no  delight ; 

But  rather  ioyed  to  bee  than  seemen  sich : 

For  both  to  be  and  seeme  to  him  was  labor  lich. 
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It  was  to  weete  the  good  Sir  Satyrane  90 

That  raungd  abrode  to  seek  adventures  wilde. 

As  was  his  wont,  in  forest  and  in  phiine : 

He  was  all  armd  in  rugged  Steele  unfilde, 

As  in  the  smoky  forge  it  was  compilde, 

And  in  his  scutchin  bore  a  satyres  hedd : 

He  comming  present,  where  the  monster  yilde 

Upon  that  milke-white  palfreyes  carcas  fedd, 

Unto  his  reskew  ran,  and  greedily  him  spedcL 

There  well  ^ceivd  he  that  it  was  the  horse  81 

Whereon  faire  Florimell  was  wont  to  ride. 

That  of  that  feend  was  rent  without  remorse  i 

Much  feared  he  least  ought  did  ill  betide 

To  that  faire  maide,  the  flowre  of  wemens  pride ; 

For  her  he  dearely  loved,  and  in  all 

His  famous  conquests  highly  magnifide : 

Besides,  her  golden  girdle,  which  did  fall 

From  her  in  flight,  he  fownd,  that  did  him  sore  apall. 

Full  of  sad  feare  and  doubtfull  agony  82 

Fiercely  he  flew  upon  that  wicked  feend ; 

And  with  huge  strokes  and  cruell  battery 

Him  forst  to  leave  his  pray,  for  to  attend 

Himselfe  from  deadly  dauoger  to  defend : 

Fidl  many  wounds  in  his  corrupted  flesh 

He  did  engrave,  and  muchell  blood  did  spend. 

Yet  might  not  doe  him  die ;  but  aie  more  fresh 

And  fierce  he  still  appeared,  the  more  he  did  him  thresh. 

He  wist  not  how  him  to  despoile  of  life,  33 

Ne  how  to  win  the  wished  victory, 

Sith  him  he  saw  still  stronger  grow  through  strife. 

And  himself  weaker  through  infirmity : 

Greatly  he  grew  enrag'd,  and  furiously 

Hurling  his  sword  awa^v  he  lightly  lept 

Upon  the  beast,  that  with  peat  cruelty 

Eored  and  raged  to  be  underkept ; 

Yet  he  perforce  him  held,  and  strokes  upon  him  hept. 

Ab  he  that  strives  to  stoy  a  suddein  flood,  34 

And  in  strong  bancks  his  violence  restraine, 

Forceth  it  swell  above  his  wonted  mood, 

And  largely  overflow  the  fruitfull  plaine. 

That  all  the  countrey  seemes  to  be  a  maine 

And  the  rich  furrowes  flote,  all  quite  fordonne : 

The  wofull  husbandman  doth  lowd  complaine 

To  see  his  whole  veares  labor  lost  so  soone. 

For  which  to  Grod  he  made  so  many  an  idle  boone. 
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So  him  he  held,  and  di  1  through  might  amate :  35 

So  long  he  held  him,  aiid  him  oett  so  long, 

That  at  the  last  his  fiereenes  gan  abate, 

And  meekely  stoup  unto  the  victor  strong : 

Who,  to  avenge  the  implacable  wrong 

"Which  he  supposed  donne  to  Florimell, 

Sought  by  all  meanes  his  dolor  to  prolong, 

Sith  dint  of  Steele  his  carcas  could  not  quell ; 

His  maker  with  her  charmes  had  framed  him  so  well. 

The  golden  ribband,  which  that  virgin  wore  36 

About  her  sclender  waste,  he  tooke  in  hand, 

And  with  it  bownd  the  beast  that  lowd  did  rore 

For  great  despi^ht  of  that  unwonted  band, 

Yet  dared  not  his  victor  to  withstand. 

But  trembled  like  a  lambe  fled  from  the  pray ; 

And  all  the  way  him  followd  on  the  strand 

As  he  had  long  bene  learned  to  obay ; 

Yet  never  learned  he  such  service  till  that  day. 

Thus  as  he  led  the  beast  along  the  way,  37 

He  spide  far  off  a  mighty  giauntesse 

Fast  flying,  on  a  courser  dapled  gray, 

From  a  bold  knight  that  with  great  hardinesse 

Her  hard  pursewd,  and  sought  for  to  suppresse : 

She  bore  before  her  lap  a  dolefull  squire, 

Lying  athwart  her  horse  in  great  distresse. 

Fast  bounden  hand  and  foote  with  cords  of  wire, 

Whome  she  did  meane  to  make  the  thrall  of  her  desire. 

Which  whenas  Satyrane  beheld,  in  haste  38 

He  lefte  his  captive  beast  at  liberty. 

And  crost  the  nearest  way,  by  which  he  cast 

Her  to  encounter  ere  she  passed  by ; 

But  she  the  way  shund  nathemore  forthy. 

But  forward  gaJlopt  fast ;  which  when  he  spyde, 

His  mighty  speare  he  couched  warily. 

And  at  ner  ran ;  she,  having  him  descryde, 

Herselfe  to  fight  addrest,  and  threw  her  lode  aside. 

Like  as  a  goshauke.  that  in  foote  doth  beare  89 

A  trembling  culver,  having  spide  on  hight 

An  eagle  that  with  plumy  wings  doth  sneare 

The  subtile  ayre  stouping  with  all  his  might. 

The  quarrey  throwes  to  ground  with  fell  despight, 

And  to  the  batteill  doth  nerselfe  prepare : 

So  ran  the  geauntesse  unto  the  fight ; 

Her  fyrie  eyes  with  furious  sparkes  did  scare. 

And  with  blasph^oi2BH>anne8  High  God  in  j^eecm  tare 
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She  caught  in  hand  an  huge  great  yron  maoe,  40 

WhCTewith  she  many  had  of  life  deprived ; 

But,  ere  the  stroke  could  peize  his  aymed  place, 

His  speare  amids  her  sun-brode  shield  amv'd ; 

Yet  nathemore  the  Steele  asonder  riv'd. 

All  were  the  beame  in  bignes  like  a  mast, 

Ne  her  out  of  the  stedfast  sadle  driv'd ; 

But,  glauncing  on  the  tempred  metall,  brast 

In  Uiousand  diivers,  and  so  forth  beside  her  past. 

Her  steed  did  stagger  with  that  pnissaunt  strooke ;         41 

But  she  no  more  was  moved  with  that  might 

Then  it  had  lighted  on  an  aged  oke. 

Or  on  the  marble  pillour  that  is  pi^ht 

Upon  the  top  of  mount  Olymjjus  hight. 

For  the  brave  youthly  champions  to  assay 

With  burning  charet  wheeles  it  nigh  to  smite ; 

But  who  that  smites  it  mars  his  ioyous  play. 

And  is  the  spectacle  of  ruinous  decay. 

Yet,  therewith  sore  enrag'd,  with  steme  regard  42 

Her  dreadfull  weapon  she  to  him  addrest, 

WTiich  on  his  helmet  martelled  so  hard 

That  made  him  low  incline  his  lofty  crest. 

And  bowd  his  battred  visour  to  his  brest : 

Wherewith  he  was  so  stund  that  he  n'ote  ryde. 

But  reeled  to  and  fro  from  east  to  west : 

Which  when  his  cruell  enimy  espyde, 

She  lightly  unto  him  adioyned  syde  to  syde ; 

And,  on  his  collar  laying  pnissaunt  hand,  43 

Out  of  his  wavering  seat  nim  pluckt  perforse, 

Perforse  him  pluckt  unable  to  withstand 

Or  helpe  himselfe ;  and  laying  thwart  her  horse. 

In  loathly  wise  like  to  a  carrion  corse, 

She  bore  him  fast  away :  which  when  the  knight 

That  her  pursewed  saw,  with  great  remorse 

He  neare  was  touched  in  his  noble  spright. 

And  gan  encrease  his  speed  as  she  encreast  her  flight 

Whom  whenas  nigh  approching  she  espyde,  44 

She  threw  away  her  burden  angnlv ; 

For  she  list  not  the  batteill  to  abide, 

But  made  herselfe  more  light  away  to  fly : 

Yet  her  the  hardy  knight  persewd  so  nye 

That  almost  in  the  backe  he  oft  her  strake ; 

But  still,  when  him  at  hand  she  did  espy, 

She  tumd,  and  semblaunce  of  faire  fight  did  makes 

But,  when  he  stayd,  to  flight  againe  sne  did  her  take. 
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By  this  the  ffood  Sir  Satntme  gan  wake  45 

Out  of  his  dreame  that  did  him  long  entraunoe, 

And,  seeing  none  in  place,  he  gan  to  make 

[Exceeding  moDe,  and  curst  that  cruell  chaunce 

Which  reft  from  him  so  faire  a  chevisaunce : 

At  length  he  spyde  whereas  that  wofuU  squyi^ 

Whom  he  had  reskewed  from  captivaunce 

Of  his  strong  foe,  lav  tombled  in  the  myre, 

Unable  to  arise,  or  foot  or  hand  to  styre. 

To  whom  approching,  well  he  mote  perceive  46 

In  that  fowle  plight  a  comely  personage 

And  lovely  face,  made  fit  for  to  deceive 

Praile  ladies  hart  with  loves  consuming  rage, 

Now  in  the  blossome  of  his  freshest  age : 

He  reard  him  up  and  loosd  his  yron  bands. 

And  after  gan  inquire  his  parentage. 

And  how  he  fell  into  that  gyaunte  hands. 

And  who  that  was  which  chaced  her  along  the  lands. 

Then  trembling  yet  through  feare  the  squire  bespake ;     47 
**  That  geauntesse  Argent^  is  behi^ht, 
A  daughter  of  the  Titans  which  did  make 
Warre  against  heven,  and  heaped  hils  on  hight 
To  scale  the  skyes  and  put  love  from  his  right : 
Her  svre  Typhoeus  was;  who,  mad  through  merth. 
And  dronke  with  blood  of  men  slaine  by  his  might. 
Through  incest  her  of  his  owne  mother  Earth 
Whylome  begot,  being  but  halfe  twin  of  that  berth: 

"  For  at  that  berth  another  babe  she  bore ;  48 

To  weet,  the  mightie  Ollyphant,  that  wrought 

Great  wreake  to  many  errant  knights  of  vore, 

And  man^  hath  to  foule  confusion  brought. 

These  twinnes,  men  say,  (a  thing  far  passing  thought) 

Whiles  in  their  mothers  wombe  enclosd  they  were, 

Ere  they  into  the  lightsom  world  were  brought, 

In  fleshly  lust  were  mingled  both  yfere 

And  in  that  monstrous  wise  did  to  the  world  appere. 

**  So  liv'd  they  ever  after  in  like  sin,  49 

Gainst  natures  law  and  good  behaveoure : 

But  greatest  shame  was  to  that  maiden  twin ; 

Who,  not  content  so  fowly  to  devoure 

Her  native  flesh  and  staiue  her  brothers  bowre. 

Did  wallow  in  all  other  fleshly  myre. 

And  suffred  beastes  her  body  to  deflowre ; 

So  whot  she  burned  in  that  lustfull  fyre : 

Yet  all  that  might  not  slake  her  sensoall  desyro : 
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**  But  over  all  the  countrie  she  did  raun^e,  50 

To  secke  youM  men  to  queDch  her  flaming  thrust. 

And  feed  her  mncy  with  delightful]  chaunge : 

Whom  80  she  fittest  findes  to  serve  her  lust, 

Through  her  maine  strength,  in  which  she  most  doth  trusty 

She  with  her  bringes  into  a  secret  ile, 

Where  in  etemall  oondage  dye  he  must, 

Or  be  the  vassall  of  her  pleasures  vile. 

And  in  all  shamefull  sort  himselfe  with  her  deHld. 

"  Me  seely  wretch  she  so  at  vauntage  caught,  ^  51 

After  she  long  in  waite  for  me  did  lye. 

And  meant  tmto  her  prison  to  have  brought. 

Her  lothsom  pleasure  there  to  satisfye; 

That  thousand  deathes  me  lever  were  to  dye 

Then  breake  the  vow  that  to  faire  ColurabeU 

I  plighted  have,  and  yet  keepe  stedfastly: 

As  for  my  name,  it  mistreth  not  to  tell ; 

Call  me  the  Squyre  of  Dames :  that  me  beseemeth  welL 

"  But  that  bold  knight,  whom  ye  pursuing  saw  52 

That  geauntesse,  is  not  such  as  she  seemd. 

But  a  faire  virgin  that  in  martiall  law 

And  deedes  of  armes  above  all  dames  is  deemd. 

And  above  many  knightes  is  eke  esteemd 

For  her  great  worth ;  she  Palladine  is  hight : 

She  you  from  death,  you  me  from  dread,  redeemd: 

Ke  any  may  that  monster  match  in  fight^ 

Bat  she,  or  such  as  she,  that  is  so  chaste  a  wight." 

"  Her  well  beseemes  that  quest,"  quoth  Satyrane :  53 

**  But  read,  thou  Squyre  of  Dames,  what  vow  is  this. 

Which  thou  upon  thyselfe  has  lately  ta'ne  P" 

"  That  shall  I  you  recoimt,"  quoth  he,  "  ywis. 

So  be  ye  pleasa  to  pardon  all  amis. 

That  gentle  lady  whom  I  love  and  serve, 

After  lOng  suit  and  wearie  servicis. 

Did  aske  me  how  I  could  her  love  deserve. 

And  how  she  might  be  sure  that  I  would  never  swerve. 

"I  glad  by  any  meanes  her  grace  to  gaine,  54 

Badd  her  commaund  my  life  to  save  or  spUl : 

Eflsoones  she  badd  me  with  incessaunt  paine 

To  wander  through  the  world  abroad  at  will. 

And  everv  where,  where  with  my  power  or  sldll 

I  might  aoe  service  unto  gentle  dames. 

That  I  the  same  should  faithfullv  fulfill ; 

And  at  the  twelve  monethes  end  should  bring  their  name0 

And  pledges,  as  the  spoiles  of  my  victorious  games. 
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**  So  well  I  to  faire  ladies  service  did,  5& 

And  found  such  favour  in  their  loving  kartes. 

That,  ere  the  yeare  his  course  had  compassid. 

Three  hundred  pledges  for  my  good  desartes. 

And  thrice  three  hundred  thanks  for  my  good  partes, 

I  with  me  brought  and  did  to  her  present : 

Which  when  she  saw,  more  bent  to  eke  my  smartea 

Then  to  reward  my  trusty  true  intent, 

She  gan  for  me  devise  a  grievous  punishment ; 

'*  To  weet,  that  I  my  traveill  should  resume,  56 

And  with  like  labour  walke  the  world  arownd, 
Ne  ever  to  her  presence  should  presmne. 
Till  I  so  many  other  dames  had  fownd, 
The  which,  for  all  the  suit  I  could  propownd. 
Would  me  refuse  their  pledges  to  afford. 
But  did  abide  for  ever  chaste  and  sownd." 
"  Ah !  gentle  squyre,"  quoth  he,  "  tell  at  one  word- 
How  many  fownast  thou  such  to  put  in  thy  record?" 

**  Indeed,  Sir  Knight,"  said  he,  "  one  word  may  tell         57 

All  that  1  ever  fownd  so  wisely  stayd. 

For  onely  three  they  were  disposd  so  well ; 

And  yet  three  yeares  I  now  abrode  have  strayd, 

To  find  them  out."    "  Mote  I,"  then  laughing  sayd 

The  knight,  '*  inquire  of  thee  what  were  mose  three 

The  which  thy  proffred  curtesie  denayd  P 

Or  ill  they  seemed  sure  avizd  to  bee, 

Or  brutishly  brought  up,  that  nev'r  did  fashions  see." 

"  The  first  which  then  refused  me,"  said  hee,  58 

"  Certes  was  but  &  common  courtisane ; 

Yet  flat  refusd  to  have  adoe  with  mee^ 

Because  I  could  not  give  her  many  a  jane.** 

(Thereat  full  hartely  laughed  Satyrane.) 

"  The  second  was  an  holy  nunne  to  chose. 

Which  would  not  let  me  be  her  chappellane. 

Because  she  knew,  she  savd,  I  would  disclose 

Her  counsell,  if  she  should  her  trust  in  me  repose. 

**  The  third  a  damsell  was  of  low  deme,  5Q 

Whom  I  in  countrey  cottage  fownd  by  diaunce: 

Full  litle  weened  I  that  chastitee 

Had  lodging  in  so  meane  a  maintenaimce ; 

Tet  was  she  fayre,  and  in  her  countenaunce 

Dwelt  simple  truth  in  seemely  fashion : 

Long  thus  I  woo'd  her  with  due  6b8ervaunce, 

In  hope  unto  my  pleasure  to  have  won ; 

But  was  as  far  at  last,  as  when  I  first  begon. 
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"  Safe  her,  I  nerer  an^  woman  found  60 

That  chastity  did  for  itselfe  embrace, 

Bat  were  for  other  causes  firme  and  soond ; 

Either  for  want  of  handsome  time  and  pkce, 

Or  else  for  feare  of  shame  and  fowle  disgrace. 

Thus  am  I  hopelesse  ever  to  attaine 

My  kdies  love,  in  such  a  desperate  case, 

But  all  my  dayes  am  like  to  waste  in  vaine, 

Seeking  to  match  the  chaste  with  th'  unchaste  ladies  traine." 

"  Perdy,"  sayd  Satyrane,  "  thou  Squyre  of  Dames,  61 

Great  labour  fondly  hast  thou  hent  in  hand. 

To  get  small  Ihankes,  and  therewith  many  blames ;. 

That  may  emongst  Alcides  labours  stand." 

Thence  backe  returning  to  the  former  land. 

Where  late  he  left  the  beast  he  overcame. 

He  found  him  not ;  for  he  had  broke  his  band. 

And  was  returnd  againe  unto  his  dame. 

To  tell  what  tydings  of  fayre  florimell  became. 


CANTO  vnL 

The  witch  createt  a  mowj  1»- 

dy  like  to  Florimell ; 
Who  wroDg*d  by  Carle,  by  Froteoi  8aT*d, 

If  foogfat  by  ParidelL 

8o  oft  as  I  this  histoij  record. 
My  hart  doth  melt  with  meere  compassion. 
To  thinke  how  causelesse  of  her  owne  accord 
This  gentle  damzell,  whom  I  write  upon. 
Should  plonced  be  in  such  affliction 
Without  all  nope  of  comfort  or  reliefe ; 
That  sure  I  weene  the  hardest  hart  of  stone 
Would  hardly  finde  to  aggravate  her  griefe : 
For  misery  craves  rather  merpy  then  repriefe. 

But  that  accursed  hag,  her  hosteese  late. 

Had  so  enranckled  her  malitious  hart, 

That  she  desyrd  th'  abridgement  of  her  fate^ 

Or  lonff  enlargement  of  her  nainefull  smarC 

Now  when  the  beast,  which  by  her  wicked  art 

Late  foorth  she  sent,  she  backe  retouming  spyde 

Tyde  with  her  golden  girdle ;  it  a  part 

Of  her  rich  spovles  whom  he  had  earst  destroyd 

She  weendy  and  wondrous  gladnes  to  her  hart  applydex 
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And,  with  it  ronning  hfa§t*ly  to  her  8oime»  ^  3 

Thought  with  that  sight  him  much  to  have  relived ; 

Who,  thereby  deeming  sure  the  thing  as  donne, 

His  former  griefe  with  furie  fresh  reviv'd 

Much  more  than  caret,  and  would  have  algates  riv'd 

The  hart  out  of  his  brest:  for  sith  her  dead 

He  surely  dempt,  himselfe  he  thought  deprived 

Quite  of  all  hope  wherewith  he  lonz  had  fedd 

His  foolish  malady,  and  long  time  had  misledd. 

With  thought  whereof  exceeding  mad  he  ^rew,  4 

And  in  his  rage  his  mother  would  have  slame, 

Had  she  not  fled  into  a  secret  mew. 

Where  she  was  wont  her  sprightes  to  entertaino 

The  maisters  of  her  art:  there  was  she  faine 

To  call  them  all  in  order  to  her  ayde, 

And  them  coiyure,  upon  etemall  paine. 

To  counsell  her  so  carefully  dismi^d 

How  she  might  heale  her  sonne  whose  senses  were  decayd. 

Bv  their  advice,  and  her  owne  wicked  wit,  6 

She  there  deviz'd  a  wondrous  worke  to  frame, 

Whose  hke  on  earth  was  never  framed  yit ; 

That  even  Nature  selfe  envide  the  same, 

And  grudg^'d  to  see  the  count^erfet  should  shame 

The  thing  itselfe :  In  hand  she  boldly  tooke 

To  make  another  like  the  former  dame. 

Another  Florimell,  in  shape  and  looke 

So  lively,  and  so  like,  that  many  it  mistooke. 

The  substance,  whereof  she  the  body  made,  6 

Was  purest  snow  in  mass^  mould  congeald. 

Which  she  had  gathered  m  a  shady  glade 

Of  the  RiphcBan  nils  to  her  reveald 

By  errant  sprights,  but  from  all  men  conceald :  • 

The  same  she  tempred  with  fine  mercury 

And  virgin  wex  that  never  yet  was  seali 

And  mingled  them  with  perfect  vermily ; 

That  like  a  lively  sanguine  it  seemd  to  the  eye. 

Instead  of  eyes  two  burning  lampes  she  set  7 

In  silver  sockets,  shyninjo^  iDce  the  skyes. 

And  a  quicke  moving  spirit  did  arret 

To  stirre  and  roll  them  like  to  womens  eyes ; 

Instead  of  yellow  lockes  she  did  devvse 

With  golden  wyre  to  weave  her  curled  head : 

Yet  golden  wyre  was  not  so  yellow  thryse 

As  Florimells  f^yre  heare :  and,  in  the  stead 

Of  life,  she  put  a  spright  to  rule  the  carca£  dead; 
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A  wicked  spright,  yfnxLght  with  fawning  guyle  S 

And  fayre  resemblance  above  all  the  rest, 

Which  with  the  Prince  of  Darkenes  fell  somewhyle 

From  heavens  blis  and  everlasting  rest : 

Him  needed  not  instruct  which  way  were  best 

Himselfe  to  fashion  likest  Florimell, 

Ne  how  to  speake,  ne  how  to  use  his  gest  5 

For  he  in  counterfesaunee  did  excell, 

And  all  the  wyles  of  wemens  wits  knew  passing  well. 

Him  shaped  thus  she  deckt  in  garments  gay,  9 

Which  Florimell  had  left  behind  her  late : 

That  whoso  then  her  saw,  would  surely  say 

It  was  herselfe  whom  it  did  imitate, 

Or  fayrer  then  herselfe,  if  ought  algate 

Might  fayrer  be.    And  then  she  forth  her  brought 

Unto  her  sonne  that  lay  in  feeble  state ; 

Who  seeing  her  gan  streight  upstart,  and  thought 

She  was  the  ladyselfe  whom  he  so  long  had  sought. 

Tho,  fast  her  clipi^ing  twiit  his  armes  twayne,  10 

Extremely  ioyea  m  so  happy  sight, 

And  soone  forgot  his  former  sickely  payne : 

But  she,  the  more  to  seeme  such  as  she  hight, 

Coyly  rebutted  his  embracement  light ; 

Yet  still,  with  gentle  countenaunce,  retain*d 

Enough  to  hold  a  foole  in  vaine  delight : 

Him  long  she  so  with  shadowes  entertain'd. 

As  her  creatresse  had  in  charge  to  her  ordain'd : 

!nil  on  a  day,  as  he  disposed  was  11 

To  walke  the  woodes  with  that  his  idole  faire. 

Her  to  disport  and  idle  time  to  pas 

In  th*  open  freshnes  of  the  gentle  aire, 

A  knight  that  way  there  chaunced  to  repaire ; 

Yet  knight  he  was  not,  but  a  boastfull  swaine 

That  deedes  of  armes  had  ever  in  despaire. 

Proud  Brag^adochio,  that  in  vaunting  vaine 

His  glory  did  repose  and  credit  did  maintaine. 

He,  seeing  with  that  chorle  so  faire  a  wight  12 

Decked  with  many  a  costly  ornament. 

Much  marveiled  thereat,  as  well  he  might, 

And  thought  that  match  a  fowle  disparagement: 

His  bloody  speare  eftesoones  he  boldly  beat 

Against  the  silly  clowne,  who  dead  through  feare 

Fell  streight  to  ground  in  great  astonishment : 

"  Villein,"  sayd  ne,  "  this  lady  is  my  deare ; 

Dy,  if  thou  it  gainesay :  I  will  away  her  beare." 
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The  fearefull  chorle  durst  not  ffainesay  nor  dooe,  13 

But  trembling  stood,  and  yielded  him  the  pray; 

Who,  finding  litle  leasure  her  to  wooe, 

On  Tromparts  steed  her  mounted  without  stay, 

And  without  reskew  led  her  quite  away. 

Proud  man  himselfe  then  Braggadochio  deem'd. 

And  n^t  to  none,  after  that  happy  day. 

Being  possessed  of  that  spoyle,  which  seem'd 

The  fairest  wight  on  ground  and  most  of  men  esteem'd. 

But,  when  he  saw  hmiselfe  free  from  poursute,  14 

He  gan  make  gentle  purpose  to  his  dame 

With  termes  of  love  and lewdnesse  dissolute ; 

For  he  could  well  his  glozing  speaches  frame 

To  such  vaine  uses  that  him  b€»t  became : 

But  she  thereto  would  lend  but  hght  regard. 

As  seeming  soiy  that  she  ever  came 

Into  his  powre,  that  used  her  so  hard 

To  reave  her  honor  which  she  more  then  life  prefard. 

Thus  as  they  two  of  kindnes  treated  long,  15 

There  them  by  chaunce  encountred  on  the  way 

An  armed  km^ht  upon  a  courser  strong. 

Whose  tramphng  feete  upon  the  hollow  lay 

Seemed  to  thunder,  and  did  nigh  afiray 

That  capons  corage ;  yet  he  looked  gnm. 

And  faynd  to  cheare  his  lady  in  dismay. 

Who  seemd  for  feare  to  quake  in  every  lim. 

And  her  to  save  from  outrage  meekely  prayed  him. 

Fiercely  that  stratmger  forward  came;  and,  nigh  16 

Approaching,  with  bold  words  and  bitter  threat 

Baa  that  same  boaster,  as  he  mote  on  high, 

To  leave  to  him  that  ladv  for  ezcheat. 

Or  bide  him  batteill  without  further  treat. 

That  challenge  did  too  peremptory  seeme, 

And  fild  his  senses  with  abashment  great ; 

Yet,  seeing  nigh  him  ieopardy  extreme. 

He  it  dissembled  well,  and  light  seemd  to  esteeme } 

Saying,  "  Thou  foolish  knight,  that  weenst  with  words     17 

To  steale  away  that  I  with  biowes  have  wonne. 

And  brought  through  points  of  many  perilous  swords  I 

But  if  thee  list  to  see  thy  courser  ronne, 

Or  prove  thvselfe :  this  sad  encounter  shonne. 

Ana  seeke  els  without  hazard  of  thy  hedd." 

At  those  prowd  words  that  other  knight  begonne 

To  wex  exceeding  wroth  and  him  are^d 

To  tume  his  ste^  about,  or  sure  he  should  be  dedd. 
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'^  Sith  tLen/'  said  Braggadochio,  "  needes  thou  wilt  18 

Thy  daies  abridge,  through  proofe  of  puissannce ; 
Turne  we  our  steeds ;  that  both  in  equall  tilt 
May  meete  again,  and  each  take  happy  channce."    . 
This  said,  they  both  a  furlong  monntenaiince 
Betird  their  steeds,  to  ronne  in  even  race : 
But  Brag^adochio  with  his  bloody  launce 
Once  having  tumd,  no  more  retumd  his  face. 
But  lefle  his  love  to  losse,  and  fled  himselfe  apace. 

The  knight,  him  seeing  flie,  had  no  regard  19 

Him  to  poursew,  but  to  the  lady  rode ; 

And,  having  her  £rom  Trompart  lightly  reard. 

Upon  his  courser  sett  the  lovly  lode, 

And  with  her  fled  away  without  abode : 

Well  weened  he,  that  fairest  Fionmell 

It  was  with  whom  in  company  he  yode, 

And  so  herselfe  did  alwaies  to  him  tell ; 

So  made  him  thinke  himselfe  in  heven  that  was  in  hell. 

But  FlorimeU  herselfe  was  far  away,  20 

Priven  to  great  distresse  by  fortime  straunge. 

And  taught  the  carefull  mariner  to  play, 

Sith  late  mischaunce  had  her  compeld  to  chaunge 

The  land  for  sea,  at  random  there  to  raunge : 

Yett  there  that  cruell  queene  avengenesse, 

I^ot  satisfyde  so  far  her  to  estraun^e 

From  courtly  blis  and  wonted  happmesse. 

Did  heape  on  her  new  waves  of  weary  wretchednesse. 

For,  being  fled  into  the  fishers  bote  21 

For  reftige  from  the  monsters  cruelty. 

Long  so  she  on  the  mightf  maine  did  flote. 

And  with  the  tide  drove  forward  carelesly ; 

For  th*  Kyre  was  milde  and  cleared  was  the  skie. 

And  all  his  windes  dan  Aeolus  did  keepe 

From  stirring  up  their  stormy  enmity. 

As  pittying  to  see  her  waile  and  weepe ; 

But  all  the  while  the  fisher  did  securely  sleepe. 

At  last  when  droncke  with  drowsinesse  he  woke,  22 

And  saw  his  drover  drive  alonj^  the  streame. 

He  was  dismayd :  and  thrise  his  brest  he  stroke. 

For  marveill  of  that  accident  extreame: 

But  when  he  saw  that  blazing  beauties  beame, 

Which  with  rare  light  his  bote  did  beautifye. 

He  marveild  more,  and  thought  he  yet  did  dreamo 

Not  well  awakte ;  or  that  some  extasye, 

Aisotted  had  his  sence,  or  dazed  was  his  eye. 
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Bat.  when  her  well  avizing  hee  perceiv'd  23 

To  be  no  vision  nor  fantasticke  sight, 

Great  comfort  of  her  presence  he  conceived. 

And  felt^  in  his  old  coraffe  new  delight 

To  gin  awake,  and  stir  his  firosen  spright : 

Tho  rudely  askte  her,  how  she  thether  came? 

"  Ah !"  sayd  she,  "  father,  I  note  read  aright 

What  harcl  misfortune  brought  me  to  this  same ; 

Yet  am  I  glad  that  here  I  now  in  safety  ame. 

"  But  thou,  good  man,  sith  far  in  sea  we  bee,  2ti 

And  the  great  waters  gin  apace  to  swell. 

That  now  no  more  we  can  the  mayn-land  see. 

Have  care,  I  pray,  to  guide  the  cock-bote  well, 

Least  worse  on  sea  then  us  on  land  befell." 

Thereat  th*  old  man  did  nought  but  fondly  grin. 

And  saide,  his  boat  the  way  could  wisely  tefl: 

But  his  deceiptfull  eyes  dia  never  lin 

To  looke  on  her  £iire  face  and  marke  her  snowy  skin. 

The  sight  whereof  in  his  congealed  flesh  25 

Infixt  such  secrete  sting  of  greedy  lust, 

That  the  drie  withered  stocke  it  gan  refresh. 

And  kindled  heat,  that  soone  in  name  forth  brust: 

The  driest  wood  is  soonest  burnt  to  dust. 

Rudely  to  her  he  lept,  and  his  rough  hand. 

Where  ill  became  Imn,  rashly  would  have  thrust ; 

But  she  with  angry  seome  mm  did  withstond. 

And  shamefully  reproved  for  his  rudenes  fono. 

But  he,  that  never  good  nor  maners  knew,  26 

Her  sharpe  rebuke  full  litle  did  esteeme ; 

Hard  is  to  teach  an  old  horse  amble  trew  : 

The  inward  smoke,  that  did  before  but  steeme. 

Broke  into  open  fire  and  rage  extreme; 

And  now  he  strength  gan  sSde  unto  his  will, 

Forcyng  to  doe  that  did  him  fowle  misseeme : 

Beastly  ne  threwe  her  downe,  ne  car*d  to  spill 

Her  garments  gay  with  scales  of  fish,  that  all  did  fill. 

Hie  silly  virgin  strove  him  to  withstand  27 

All  that  she  might,  and  him  in  vaine  revild ; 

8hee  strugled  strongly  both  with  foote  and  hand 

To  save  her  honor  from  that  villaine  vilde. 

And  cride  to  heven.  from  humane  help  exild. 

O !  ye  brave  knights,  that  boast  this  ladies  love, 

Where  be  ye  now,  when  she  is  nigh  defild 

Of  filthy  wretch !  well  may  she  you  reprove 

Of  ^sehood  or  of  slouth,  when  most  it  may  behove. 
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Bat  if  tliat  thon,  Sir  Satjran,  didst  weete,  23 

Or  thou,  Sip  Peridure,  her  sory  state, 

How  soone  would  yee  assemble  many  a  fleete, 

To  fetch  from  sea  that  ye  at  land  lost  late ! 

Towres,  citties,  kingdomes,  ye  would  ruinate 

In  your  avengement  and  despiteous  rage, 

Ne  ouirht  your  burning  fury  mote  abate : 

But,  if  Sir  Calidore  could  it  presage, 

No  liying  creature  could  his  cruelty  asswage. 

But,  sith  that  none  of  all  her  knights  is  nye^  29 

See  how  the  heavens,  of  voluntary  grace 

And  soveraine  favor  towards  chastity, 

Doe  succor  send  to  her  distressed  cace : 

So  much  High  Grod  doth  innocence  embrace  I 

It  fortuned,  whilest  thus  she  stifly  strove. 

And  the  wide  sea  imp6rtuned  long  space 

"With  shrilling  shriekes,  Proteus  abrode  did  rove. 

Along  the  fomy  waves  driving  his  finny  drove. 

Proteus  is  shepheard  of  the  seas  of  yore,  80 

And  hath  the  charge  of  Neptune's  mighty  heard ; 

An  aged  sire  with  nead  all  frowy  hore. 

And  sprinckled  Arost  upon  his  deawy  beard : 

Who  when  those  pittifull  outcries  he  heard 

Through  all  the  seas  so  ruefiiUy  resownd. 

His  charett  swifte  in  hast  he  thether  st^sird. 

Which  with  a  teeme  of  scaly  Phocas  bownd 

Was  drawne  upon  the  waves,  that  fomed  him  arownd; 

And  comming  to  that  fishers  wandring  bote,  31 

That  went  at  will  withouten  card  or  sayle. 

He  therein  saw  that  yrkesome  sight,  wnich  smote 

Deepe  indignation  and  compassion  frayle 

Into  his  hart  attonce :  streight  did  he  hayle 

The  greedy  villein  from  his  noped  pray. 

Of  wnich  he  now  did  very  little  fayle; 

And  with  his  staffe,  that  drives  his  heard  astray, 

Him  bett  so  sore,  that  life  and  sence  did  much  dismay. 

The  whiles  the  pitteous  lady  up  did  ryse,  32 

Euffled  and  fowly  raid  with  filthy  soyle. 

And  blubbred  face  with  teares  of  her  faire  eyes ; 

Her  heart  nigh  broken  was  with  weary  toyle. 

To  save  herselfe  from  that  outrageous  spoyle: 

But  when  she  looked  up,  to  weet  what  wight 

Had  her  from  so  inf&mous  fact  assoyld. 

For  shame,  but  more  for  feare  of  his  grim  sight, 

Downe  in  her  lap  she  hid  her  face,  and  lowdly  shright. 
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Herselfe  not  sayed  yet  from  daunger  dredd 

She  tiiOQght,  but  chaon^'d  &om  one  to  other  feare  s         83 

Like  as  a  fearefiill  partnd^,  that  is  fledd 

From  the  sharpe  haoke  which  her  attached  nearer 

And  fals  to  groond  to  seeke  for  succor  theare^ 

Whereas  the  hungrv  spaniells  she  does  spye 

With  ffreedy  iawes  her  ready  for  to  teare: 

In  such  distresse  and  sad  perplexity 

Was  florimell,  when  Proteus  she  did  see  her  by. 

But  he  endevored  with  speaohee  milde  84 

Her  to  recomfort,  and  acoourage  bold. 

Bidding  her  feare  no  more  her  Toeman  yilde, 

Not  doubt  himselfe ;  and  who  he  was  her  tolds 

Tet  all  that  could  not  from  afiright  her  hold, 

Ne  to  recomfort  her  at  all  prevayld; 

For  her  faint  hart  was  with  the  irosen  cold 

Benumbd  so  inly  that  her  wits  nigh  fa^ld. 

And  all  her  sences  with  abashment  quite  were  quayld. 

Her  up  betwixt  his  rugged  hands  he  reard,  35 

And  with  his  frory  lips  full  softly  kist, 

Whiles  the  cold  ysicldes  from  his  rough  beard 

Dropped  adowne  upon  her  yvory  brest: 

Yet  ne  himselfe  so  ousily  addiest. 

That  her  out  of  astonishment  he  wrought; 

And,  out  of  that  same  fishers  filthy  nest 

Eemoving  her.  into  his  charet  brought, 

And  there  with  many  gentle  termes  her  hare  beaofoght. 

But  that  old  leachour,  which  with  bold  assault  96 

That  beautie  durst  presume  to  violate. 

He  oast  to  pimish  for  his  haiuous  fault: 

Then  tooke  he  him  yet  trembling  sith  of  late 

And  tyde  behind  his  charet,  to  aggrate 

The  Tir^  whom  he  had  abusde  so  sore; 

So  drag  d  him  through  the  waves  in  scornful  state. 

And  after  cast  him  up  upon  the  shore; 

But  Florimell  with  lum  unto  his  bowre  he  bore. 

His  bowre  is  in  the  bottom  of  the  maine,  37 

Under  a  miffhtie  rocke  gainst  which  doe  rave 

The  ronng  oillowes  in  their  proud  disdaine. 

That  with  the  angry  working  of  the  ware 

Therein  is  eaten  out  an  hollow  cave. 

That  seemes  rough  masons  hand  with  engines  keene 

Had  long  while  laboured  it  to  eng^ye: 

There  was  his  wonne;  ne  living  wight  was  scene 

^ve  one  old  nymph,  hight  Panope,  to  keepe  it  oleaoe. 
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Thether  lie  brought  the  8ory  Florimell,  38 

And  entertained  uer  the  best  he  might, 

(And  Panop^  her  entertaind  eke  well,) 

As  an  immortall  mote  a  mortall  wight. 

To  winne  her  liking  unto  his  delight: 

"With  flattering  wordes  he  sweet^  wooed  her. 

And  offered  faire  goiftes  t'  allure  her  sight ; 

Sut  she  both  offers  and  the  offerer 

Despysde,  and  all  the  fawning  of  the  flatterer. 

Payly  he  tempted  her  with  this  or  thai,  89 

And  never  suflred  her  to  be  at  rest : 

But  evf  rmore  she  him  refused  flat, 

And  all  his  fained  kindnes  did  detest ; 

So  firmely  she  had  sealed  up  her  brest. 

Sometimes  he  boasted  that  a  god  he  hight ; 

But  she  a  mortall  creature  loved  best : 

Then  he  would  make  himselfe  a  mortall  wight ; 

But  then  she  said  she  lov'd  none  but  a  Faery  knight. 

Then  like  a  Faery  knight  himselfe  he  drest ;  40 

For  every  shape  on  him  he  could  endew: 

Then  like  a  kmg  he  was  to  her  exprest, 

And  ofl&ed  kingdoms  unto  her  in  vew 

To  be  his  leman  and  his  lady  trew: 

But,  when  all  this  he  nothing  saw  prevaile. 

With  harder  meanes  he  cast  her  to  subdew. 

And  with  sharpe  threates  her  oflen  did  assayle: 

So  thinking  for  to  make  her  stubbome  corage  quayle. 

To  dreadfull  shapes  he  did  himselfe  transformes  41 

Now  like  a  gyaunt ;  now  like  to  a  feend; 

Then  like  a  centaure;  then  like  to  a  storme 

"Ritgiiig  within  the  waves:  thereby  he  weend 

Her  will  to  win  unto  his  wished  eend: 

But  when  with  feare,  nor  favour,  nor  with  all 

He  els  could  doe,  he  saw  himselfe  eeteemd» 

Downe  in  a  dongeon  deepe  he  let  her  fall. 

And  threatned  there  to  mske  her  his  etemall  thralL 

nore  liefe  42 

age  of  love  t 
ng  griefe 
ler  reprove, 
i  remove. 
?  thy  meed, 
with  saintes  above, 
this  thy  famous  deed 
lat  far  my  rymes  ceed : 
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Fit  song  of  angels  caroled  to  bee !  43 

But  yet  whatso  my  feeble  Muse  can  frame, 

Shal  be  t'  advance  thy  goodly  chastitee. 

And  to  enroll  thy  memorable  name 

In  th'  heart  of  every  honourable  dame, 

That  they  thy  vertuous  deedes  may  imitate. 

And  be  partakers  of  thy  endlesse  iame. 

Yt  yrkes  me  leave  thee  in  this  wofull  state. 

To  tell  of  Satyrane  where  I  him  left  of  late : 

Who  having  ended  with  that  Squyre  of  Dames  44 

A  long  discourse  of  his  adventures  vayne, 

The  wnich  himselfe  then  ladies  more  defames, 

And  finding  not  th'  hyena  to  be  slayne. 

With  that  same  squjrre  retoumed  backe  agtdne 

To  his  first  way:  And,  as  the^r  forward  went, 

The^  spyde  a  knight  fayre  pricking  on  the  playne, 

As  if  he  were  on  some  adventure  bent. 

And  in  his  port  appeared  manly  hardiment. 

Sir  Satyrane  him  towardes  did  addresse,  45 

To  weet  what  wight  he  was,  and  what  his  quest: 

And,  comming  nigh,  eftsoones  he  gan  to  gesse 

Both  by  the  burnmg  hart  which  on  his  brest 

He  bare,  and  by  the  colours  in  his  cres^ 

That  Paridell  it  was :  Tho  to  him  yode, 

And,  him  saluting  as  beseemed  best, 

Gan  first  inquire  of  ty dings  farre  abrode; 

And  afterwardes  on  what  adventure  now  he  rode. 

Who  thereto  answering  said ;  **  The  tydinges  bad,  46 

Which  now  in  Faery  Court  all  men  doe  tell, 

Which  turned  hath  great  mirth  to  mourning  sad 

Is  the  late  mine  of  proud  Marinell, 

And  suddein  parture  of  faire  Florimell 

To  find  him  forth :  and  after  her  are  gone 

All  the  brave  knightes,  that  doen  in  armes  excell. 

To  savegard  her  ywandred  all  alone; 

Emongst  the  rest  my  lott  (unworthy)  is  to  be  one.** 

"  Ah !  gentle  knight,"  said  then  Sir  Satyrane,  47 

"  Thy  labour  all  is  lost,  I  greatly  dread, 

That  hast  a  thanklesse  service  on  the  ta'ne. 

And  ofirest  sacrifice  unto  the  dead : 

For  dead,  I  surely  doubt,  thou  maist  aread 

Henceforth  for  ever  Florimell  to  bee ; 

That  all  the  noble  Knights  of  Maydenhead, 

Which  her  ador'd,  may  sore  repent  with  mee. 

And  all  faire  ladies  may  for  ever  sory  bee." 
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Wliich  wordes  when  Paridell  had  heard,  his  hew  43 

Gan  greatly  chaung,  and  seemd  dismaid  to  bee: 

Then  sayd ;  "  Fayre  sir,  how  may  I  weene  it  trew. 

That  ye  do  tell  in  such  uncerteinteeP 

Or  speake  ye  of  report,  or  did  ye  see 

lost  cause  of  dread,  that  makes  ye  doubt  so  sore? 

For  perdie  elles  how  mote  it  ever  bee. 

That  ever  hand  should  dare  for  to  engore 

Her  noble  blood !  The  heyens  such  crueltie  abhore. 

**  These  eyes  did  see  that  they  wiU  ever  rew  40 

T*  have  seene,"  quoth  he,  "  whenas  a  monstrous  beast 

The  palfrey  whereon  she  did  travell  slew, 

And  of  his  bowels  made  his  bloody  feast: 

"Which  speaking  token  sheweth  at  the  least 

Her  certein  losse,  if  not  her  sure  decay: 

Besides,  that  more  suspicion  encreast, 

I  found  her  golden  girdle  cast  astray, 

Distaynd  with  durt  and  blood,  as  relique  of  the  pray." 

**  Ah  me  !*'  said  Paridell,  "  the  signes  be  sadd ;  60 

And,  but  Grod  tume  the  same  to  good  soothsay, 

That  ladies  safetie  is  sore  to  be  dradd: 

Yet  will  I  not  forsake  my  forward  way. 

Till  triall  doe  more  certeine  truth  bewray." 

**  Faire  sir,"  quoth  he,  "  well  may  it  you  succeed  I 

Ne  long  shall  Satyrane  behind  you  stay; 

But  to  the  rest,  which  in  this  quest  proceed, 

My  labour  adde,  and  be  partaker  of  their  speed." 

"  Ye  noble  knights,"  said  then  the  Squyre  of  Dames,       51 

•'Well  may  yee  speede  in  so  praisewortny  payne ! 

But  sith  the  sunne  now  ginnes  to  slake  ms  beames 

In  deawy  vapours  of  the  westeme  mayne. 

And  lose  the  teme  out  of  his  weary  wayne. 

Mote  not  mislike  you  also  to  abate 

Your  zealous  hast,  till  morrow  next  againe 

Both  h^ht  of  heven  and  strength  of  men  relate: 

"Which  if  ye  please,  to  yonder  castle  tume  your  gate." 

That  counsell  pleased  well;  so  all  yfere  62 

Forth  marched  to  a  castle  them  before; 

Where  soone  arriving  thev  restrained  were 

Of  ready  entraunce,  which  ought  evermore 

To  errant  knights  be  commune:  Wondrous  sore 

Thereat  displeased  they  were,  till  that  young  squyre 

Gan  them  informe  the  cause  why  that  same  dore 

Was  shut  to  all  which  lodging  did  desyre: 

The  which  to  let  you  weet  wul  further  time  requyre. 
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CANTO  rx. 


Malbeoeo  will  no  strannge  Knlghta  boit^ 

For  peeviih  gealosy: 
PuideU  gittstfl  with  Britomart: 

Both  Bhevr  their  aonoestfy. 

Bedoubted  kniffbts  and  honorable  dames,  1 

To  whom  I  levell  all  my  labours  end, 

Bight  sore  I  feare  least  with  unworthy  blames 

This  odious  argument  my  rymes  should  shend. 

Or  ought  your  goodly  patience  offend, 

Whiles  of  a  wanton  lady  I  doe  write, 

"Which  with  her  loose  incontinence  doth  blend 

The  shyning  gloir  of  your  soveraine  light; 

And  knighthood  lowle  defaced  by  &  faithlesse  knight. 

But  never  let  th'  ensample  of  the  bad  IK 

Offend  the  good :  for  good,  by  paragone 

Of  evill,  may  more  notebly  be  lid ; 

As  white  seemes  favrer  macht  with  blacke  attone  i 

"Ne  all  are  shamed  ov  the  fault  of  one : 

For  lo !  in  heven,  whereas  idl  goodnes  is 

Emongst  the  angels,  a  whole  legione 

Of  wicked  sprigutes  did  fall  from  happv  blis ; 

What  wonder  then  if  one,  of  women  all,  did  mis. 

Then  listen,  lordlings,  if  ye  list  to  weet  8 

The  cause  why  Satyrane  and  Paridell 

Mote  not  be  entertavnd,  as  seemed  meet. 

Into  that  castle,  as  that  squrre  does  tell. 

"  Therein  a  cancred  crabbed  carle  does  dwell, 

That  has  no  skill  of  court  nor  courtesie, 

Ne  cares  what  men  say  of  him  ill  or  well : 

For  all  his  dayes  he  drownes  in  priyitie. 

Yet  has  full  large  to  liye  and  spend  at  liberties 

"  But  all  his  mind  is  set  on  mucky  pelfe,  4 

To  hoord  up  heapes  of  evill-gotten  masse. 

For  which  he  others  wrongs,  and  wreckes  himselfei 

Yet  is  he  lincked  to  a  lovely  lasse. 

Whose  beauty  doth  her  bounty  far  surpasse; 

The  which  to  him  both  far  unequall  yeares 

And  also  far  unlike  conditions  has ; 

For  she  does  ioy  to  play  emongst  her  peares. 

And  to  be  free  from  hard  restraynt  and  gealous  feax^s* 
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**  But  he  18  old^  and  withered  like  ha^^  5 

Unfit  faire  ladies  seirice  to  supply ; 

The  privie  j?iiilt  whereof  makes  him  alway 

Su8x>ect  her  truth,  and  keepe  continuall  spj 

IJpon  her  with  his  other  hlmcked  eye ; 

Ne  sufireth  he  resort  of  living  wight 

Approch  to  her,  ne  keep  her  company. 

But  in  close  howre  her  mewes  from  ail  mens  sight, 

Depriy'd  of  kindly  ioy  and  naturaD  delight. 

**  Malbecco  he,  and  Hellenore  she  hight ;  6 

Unfitly  yokt  together  in  one  teeme. 

That  IS  the  cause  why  never  any  knight 

Is  sufired  here  to  enter,  but  he  seeme 

Such  as  no  doubt  of  him  he  need  misdeeme.** 

Thereat  Sir  Satyrane  gan  smyle,  and  say ; 

"Extremely  mad  the  man  I  surely  deeme 

That  we^nes,  with  watch  and  hard  restraynt,  to  stay 

A  womans  will  which  is  disposed  to  go  astray. 

"  In  vaine  he  feares  that  which  he  cannot  shonne  i  7 

For  who  wotet  not,  that  womans  subtiltyes 

Can  guylen  Argus,  when  she  list  misdonneP 

It  is  not  yron  bandes,  nor  hundred  eyes 

Nor  brasen  walls,  nor  many  wakeful!  spyes, 

That  can  withhold  her  wiltuU-wandring  feet; 

But  fast  goodwill,  with  gentle  courtesyes. 

And  timely  service  to  her  pleasures  meet. 

Hay  her  perhaps  containe  that  else  would  algates  fleet** 

**  Then  is  he  not  more  mad,"  sayd  Paridell,  8 

•*  That  hath  himselfe  unto  such  service  sold. 

In  dolefull  thraldome  all  his  dayes  to  dwell  ? 

For  sure  a  foole  I  doe  him  firmely  hold, 

That  loves  his  fetters,  though  they  were  of  gold. 

But  why  doe  wee  devise  of  others  ill, 

Whyles  thus  we  suflfer  this  same  dotard  old 

To  keepe  us  out  in  scome,  of  his  owne  will. 

And  rather  do  not  ransack  all,  and  himselfe  killP** 

••  Nay,  let  us  first,"  sayd  Satyrane,  "  entreat  9 

The  man  by  gentle  meanes,  to  let  us  in ; 

And  afterwaraes  i^Sray  with  crueU  threat, 

Ere  that  we  to  efibroe  it  doe  begin : 

Then,  if  all  fjayle,  we  will  by  force  it  win, 

And  eke  rewu*d  the  wretch  for  his  mesprise. 

As  may  be  worthy  of  his  haynous  sin." 

That  counsell  pleasd :  Then  Paridell  did  rise. 

And  to  ^e  castle-gate  approdit  in  quiet  wise  s 
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Whereat  soft  knocking,  entrance  he  desyrd.  10 

The  good  man  selfe,  which  then  the  porter  playd. 

Him  answered,  that  all  were  now  retyrd 

Unto  their  rest,  and  all  the  keves  convayd 

Unto  their  maister  who  in  bed  was  layd. 

That  none  him  durst  awake  out  of  his  dreme; 

And  therefore  them  of  patience  gently  prayd« 

Then  Faridell  be^^an  to  chaunge  his  theme. 

And  threatned  him  with  force  and  punishment  extreme 

But  all  in  vaine ;  for  nought  mote  him  relent :  11 

And  now  so  long  before  the  wicket  fast 

Thev  wayted,  that  the  night  was  forwiurd  spent, 

And.  the  faire  welkin  fowly  overcast 

Gan  blowen  up  a  bitter  stormy  blast. 

With  showre  and  hayle  so  horrible  and  dred. 

That  this  faire  many  were  compeld  at  last 

To  fly  for  succour  to  a  httle  shed. 

The  which  beside  the  gate  for  swyne  was  ordered. 

It  fortuned,  soone  af)»r  they  were  gone,  13 

Another  knight,  whom  tempest  thether  brought^ 

Came  to  that  castle,  and  with  earnest  mone. 

Like  as  the  rest,  late  entrance  deare  besought; 

But,  like  so  as  the  rest,  he  prayd  for  nought ; 

For  flatly  he  of  entrance  was  refusd : 

Sorely  thereat  he  was  displeasd,  and  thought 

How  to  avenge  himselfe  so  sore  abusd. 

And  evermore  the  carle  of  courtesie  accusd. 

But,  to  avoyde  th*  intoUerable  stowre,  13- 

He  was  compeld  to  seeke  some  refuge  neare. 

And  to  that  shed,  to  shrowd  him  from  the  showre, 

He  came,  which  full  of  guests  he  found  whyleare. 

So  as  he  was  not  let  to  enter  there : 

Whereat  he  gan  to  wex  exceeding  wroth. 

And  swore  that  he  would  lodge  with  them  yfere 

Or  them  dislodg,  all  were  they  liefe  or  loth ; 

And  so  defyde  them  each,  and  so  defyde  them  both. 

Both  were  full  loth  to  leave  that  needfull  tent»  14 

And  both  full  loth  in  darkenesse  to  debate ; 

Yet  both  full  liefe  him  lodging  to  have  lent. 

And  both  full  hefe  his  boasting  to  abate : 

But  chiefel^  Paridell  his  hart  aid  grate 

To  heare  hun  threaten  so  despightfully. 

As  if  he  did  a  dogge  in  keuellrate 

That  durst  not  barke :  and  rather  had  he  dy 

Then,  when  he  was  defyde,  in  coward  corner  ly. 
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Tho,  hastOj  lemouDting  to  his  steed,  15 

He  forth  iasew'd ;  like  as  a  boystrous  winde, 

Which  in  th*  earthes  hollow  caves  hath  long  ben  hid 

And  shut  up  fast  within  her  prisons  blind. 

Makes  the  huge  element,  against  her  kinde. 

To  more  and  tremble  as  it  were  aghast, 

Untill  that  it  an  issew  forth  may  nnde ; 

Then  forth  it  breakes,  and  with  his  furious  blast 

Confounds  both  land  and  seas,  and  skjes  doth  orercast. 

Their  steel-hed  speares  they  strongly  coucht,  and  met      16 

Together  with  impetuous  ra^  and  forse, 

That  with  the  terrour  of  their  fierce  afiret 

They  rudely  drove  to  ^und  both  man  and  horse. 

That  each  awhile  lay  like  a  sencelesse  corse. 

But  Paridell  sore  brused  with  the  blow 

Could  not  arise,  the  counterchaunge  to  scorse; 

Till  that  young  squyre  him  reared  from  below ; 

Then  drew  he  nis  bright  sword,  and  gan  about  him  throw. 

But  Satjrane  forth  stepping  did  them  stay,  17 

And  with  faire  treaty  pacifide  their  yre : 

Then,  when  they  were  accorded  from  the  fray. 

Against  that  castles  lord  they  gan  conspire. 

To  heape  on  him  dew  vengeaunce  for  his  hire. 

Thev  beene  agreed,  and  to  the  gates  they  goe 

To  bum  the  same  with  unquenchable  fire. 

And  that  uncurteous  carle,  their  commune  foe. 

To  doe  fowle  death  to  die,  or  wrap  in  gnevous  foe. 

Malbecco  seeing  them  resolvd  in  deed  18 

To  fiamo  the  gates,  and  hearing  them  to  call 

For  fire  in  earnest,  ran  with  fearfull  speed. 

And,  to  them  calling  from  the  castle  wall, 

Besought  them  humbly  him  to  beare  withall. 

As  ignorant  of  servants  bad  abuse 

And  slacke  attendaunce  unto  straungers  call. 

The  knights  were  willing  all  things  to  excuse. 

Though  nought  belev'd,  and  entraunce  late  did  not  refuse. 

Ther  beene  ybroufi[ht  into  a  comely  bowre,  19 

And  servd  of  all  things  that  mote  needfull  bee ; 

Tet  secretly  their  hoste  did  on  them  lowre. 

And  welcomde  more  for  feare  than  charitee ; 

But  they  dissembled  what  thev  did  not  see. 

And  welcomed  themselves.    Each  gan  undight 

Their  garments  wett,  and  weary  armour  free, . 

To  dry  themselves  by  Vulcanes  flaming^  light. 

And  eke  their  lately  bruzed  parts  to  bnng  in  plight 
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And  eke  that  stratinger  kniglit  emongst  the  rest  20 

Waa  for  like  need  enforst  to  disaray : 

llio,  whenas  railed  waa  her  lofty  crest. 

Her  golden  locks,  that  were  in  trameljs  gay 

Upbounden,  did  themselves  adowne  display 

And  raught  anto  her  heeles ;  like  sunny  heBmes, 

That  in  a  cloud  their  light  did  lonp  time  stay, 

Their  vapour  vaded,  shewe  their  golden  gleames,    Fstreames. 

And  through  the  persant  aire  shoote  forth  their  asure 

Shee  also  dofte  her  heavy  haberieon,  21 

Which  the  faire  feature  of  her  limbs  did  hvde ; 

And  her  well-plighted  frock,  which  she  did  won 

To  tucke  about  her  short  when  she  did  lyde, 

Shee  low  let  fall,  that  flowd  from  her  lanck  syde 

Downe  to  her  foot  with  carelesse  modestee. 

Then  of  them  all  she  plainly  was  espyde 

To  be  a  woman-wight,  unwist  to  bee. 

The  fairest  woman- wight  that  ever  eie  did  see. 

Like  as  Bellona  (being  late  retumd  22 

From  slaughter  of  the  giaunts  conquered: 

Where  proud  Encelade,  whose  wide  nosthrils  bumd 

With  breathed  flames  like  to  a  fdmace  redd. 

Transfixed  with  her  speare  downe  tombled  dedd 

From  top  of  Heraus  by  him  heaped  hye ;) 

Hath  loosd  her  helmet  from  her  lofly  nedd. 

And  her  Gorgonian  shield  gins  to  untye 

From  her  lefte  arme,  to  rest  in  glorious  victoiye. 

Which  whenas  they  beheld,  they  smitten  were  23 

With  great  amazement  of  so  wondrous  sight; 

And  each  on  other,  and  they  all  on  her, 

Stood  gazing ;  as  if  suddein  great  afiright 

Had  them  surprizd :  At  last  avizing  right 

Her  goodly  personage  and  fflorious  hew. 

Which  they  so  much  mistooke,  they  tooke  delight 

In  their  first  error,  and  yett  still  anew 

With  wonder  of  her  beauty  icl  their  hongry  rewt 

Yet  n*ote  their  hongry  vew  be  satisfide,  24 

But,  seeing,  still  the  more  desir'd  to  see, 

And  ever  nrmely  fixed  did  abide 

In  contemplation  of  divinitee : 

But  most  they  mervaild  at  her  dievalree 

And  noble  prowesse  which  they  had  approv'd, 

That  much  thev  fa^nid  to  know  who  she  mote  bee: 

Yet  none  of  all  them  her  thereof  amov'd ; 

Yet  eveiy  one  her  likte,  and  every  one  her  lov*d. 
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And  Paridell,  though  partly  discontent  23 

With  his  late  fall  and  fowle  indignity. 

Yet  was  soone  wonne  his  malice  to  relent. 

Through  gracious  regard  of  her  faire  eye. 

And  knightly  worth,  which  he  too  late  did  try, 

Tet  tried  did  adore.    Supper  was  dight ; 

Then  they  Malbecco  prayd  of  courtesy, 

That  of  his  lady  they  might  have  the  sight 

And  company  at  meat,  to  do  them  more  delighu 

Bat  he,  to  shi^  their  curious  request,  2G 

Gan  causen  why  she  could  not  come  in  place ; 

Her  erased  heltn,  her  late  recourse  to  rest. 

And  humid  evening  ill  for  sicke  folkes  caoe : 

But  none  of  those  excuses  could  take  place ; 

Ne  would  they  eate,  till  she  in  presence  came : 

Shee  came  in  presence  with  right  comely  grace. 

And  fairely  them  saluted,  as  became. 

And  shewd  herselfe  in  all  a  gentle  courteous  dame. 

They  sate  to  meat ;  and  Satyrane  his  chaunoe  27 

"Was  her  before,  and  ParideU  beside ; 

But  he  himselfe  sate  looking  still  askaunce 

Gainst  Britomart,  and  ever  closely  eide 

Sir  Satyrane,  that  glaunces  might  not  glide : 

But  his  blinde  eie,  that  sided  ParideU, 

All  his  demeasnure  from  his  sight  did  hide : 

On  her  fsdre  face  so  did  he  feede  his  fill. 

And  sent  dose  messages  of  lore  to  her  at  will : 

And  erer  and  anone,  when  none  was  ware,  28 

With  speaking  lookes,  that  close  embassage  bore. 

He  roY^  at  her,  and  told  his  secret  care ; 

For  all  that  art  he  learned  had  of  yore : 

Ne  was  she  ignoraunt  of  that  lend  lore. 

But  in  his  eye  his  meaning  wisely  redd. 

And  with  the  like  him  aunswerd  evermore : 

Shee  sent  at  him  one  fyrie  dart,  whose  hedd 

Empoisned  was  with  privy  lust  and  gealous  dredd. 

He  from  that  deadly  throw  made  no  defence,  29 

But  to  the  wound  his  weake  heart  opened  wyde: 
The  wicked  engpie  through  fiilse  influence 
Past  through  his  eies,  and  secretly  did  glyde 
Into  lus  h^urt,  which  it  did  sorely  gryde. 
But  nothing  new  to  him  was  that  same  paine, 
Ne  paine  at  all;  for  he  so  ofte  had  tryde 
The  powre  thereof,  and  lov'd  so  oft  in  vaine. 
That  thing  of  course  he  counted,  love  to  enteriaine. 
B  b2 
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Thenceforth  to  her  he  sought  to  intimate  80 

His  inward  griefe,  by  meanes  to  him  well  knownes 

Now  Bacchus  fruite  out  of  the  silver  plate 

He  on  the  table  dasht,  as  overthrowne, 

Or  of  the  fruitfull  liquor  overflowne ; 

And  by  the  dauncing  bubbles  did  divine, 

Or  therein  write  to  let  his  love  be  showne ; 

Which  well  she  redd  out  of  the  learned  line: 

A  sacrament  prophane  in  mistery  of  wine. 

And,  whenso  of  his  hand  the  pled^  she  raught,  CI 

The  ^ilty  cup  she  fained  to  mistake. 

And  in  her  lap  did  shed  her  idle  draught, 

Shewing  desire  her  inward  flame  to  slake. 

By  such  close  signes  they  secret  way  did  make 

Unto  their  wils,  and  one  eies  watch  escape : 

Two  eies  him  needeth,  for  to  watch  and  wake, 

Who  lovers  will  deceive.    Thus  was  the  ape. 

By  their  faire  handhng,  put  into  Malbeccoes  cape. 

Now,  when  of  meats  and  drinks  they  had  their  fill,  S3 

Purpose  was  moved  by  that  gentle  dame 

Unto  those  knights  adventurous,  to  tell 

Of  deeds  of  armes  which  unto  them  became. 

And  ever^r  one  his  kindred  and  his  name. 

Then  Paridell,  in  whom  a  kindly  pride 

Of  gratious  speach  and  skUl  his  words  to  frame 

Abounded,  being  glad  of  so  fitte  tide 

Him  to  commend  to  her,  thus  spake,  of  al  well  eide« 

*'  Troy,  that  art  now  nought  but  an  idle  name,  83 

And  in  thine  ashes  buried  low  dost  lie. 

Though  whilome  far  much  greater  then  thy  fame. 

Before  that  angry  Grods  and  cruell  side 

Upon  thee  heapt  a  direful  destinie ; 

What  boots  it  ooast  thy  glorious  descent. 

And  fetch  from  heven  thy  great  genealogie, 

Sith  all  thy  worthie  prayses  being  blent 

Their  ofspring  hath  embaste,  and  later  gloiy  shent! 

••  Most  famous  worthy  of  the  world,  by  whome  84 

That  warre  was  kindled  which  did  Troy  inflame, 

And  stately  towres  of  Ilion  whil6me 

7^ught  unto  balefull  mine,  was  by  name 

Sir  Paris  far  renownd  through  noble  fame. 

Who,  through  great  prowesse  and  boldhardinesse. 

From  Lacedaemon  fetcht  the  fayrest  dame 

That  ever  Greece  did  boast,  or  knight  possesse. 

Whom  Venus  to  him  gave  for  meed  ofworthinesso  | 


y  Google 


THB  FABRIE  QUBSNB.  873 

'*  Fayre  Helene,  flowre  of  beautie  excellent,  35 

And  ^rlond  of  the  miffhty  cohquerours. 

That  madest  many  ladies  deare  lament 

The  heavie  losse  of  their  brave  paramours. 

Which  they  far  off  beheld  from  Trojan  toures. 

And  saw  the  fieldes  of  faire  Scamander  Btrowne 

"With  carcases  of  noble  warrioures, 

"Whose  fruitlesse  lives  were  under  furrow  sowne. 

And  Xanthus  sandy  bankes  with  blood  all  overflowne ! 

"  From  him  my  linage  I  derive  aright,  38 

Who  long  before  the  ten  veares  siege  of  Troy, 

Whiles  yet  on  Ida  he  a  shepehearahight, 

On  faire  Oenone  got  a  loveiy  boy, 

Whom,  for  remembrance  of  her  passed  ioy, 

She,  of  his  father,  Parius  did  name: 

Who,  after  Greekes  did  Priams  realme  destroy, 

Grathred  the  Trojan  rehques  sav*d  from  flame, 

And,  with  them  sayling  thence,  to  th'  isle  of  Paros  came. 

"  That  was  by  him  cald  Paros,  which  before  37 

Hight  Nausa ;  there  he  many  yeares  did  raiae* 

And  buUt  Nausicle  by  the  Pontick  shore ; 

The  which  he  dying  lefte  next  in  remaine 

To  Pandas  his  sonne, 

From  whom  I  Paridell  by  kin  descend  t 

But,  for  faire  ladies  love  and  glories  gaine. 

My  native  soile  have  lefte,  my  dayes  to  spend 

In  seewing  deeds  of  armes,  my  lives  and  labors  end." 

Whenas  the  noble  Britomart  heard  tell  38 

Of  Trojan  warres  and  Priams  citie  sackt» 

(The  ruefull  story  of  Sir  Paridell,) 

She  was  empassiond  at  that  piteous  act. 

With  zelous  envy  of  Greekes  cruell  fact. 

Against  that  nation,  from  whose  race  of  old 

She  heard  that  she  was  lineally  extract: 

For  noble  Britons  spron^  from  Trojans  bold. 

And  Troynovant  was  built  of  old  Iroyes  ashes  cold. 

llien  sighing  soft  awhile,  at  last  she  thus :  39 

"  O  lamentable  fall  of  famous  towne. 

Which  raignd  so  manv  yeares  victorious. 

And  of  all  Asie  bore  the  soveraine  crowne, 

In  one  sad  night  consiuned  and  throwen  downel 

What  stony  hart,  that  Leares  thy  haplesae  fate. 

Is  not  cmpierst  with  deepe  coropassiowne. 

And  makes  ensample  of  mans  wretched  state* 

That  £k>uret  so  fresh  at  mome,  and  &des  at  evening  late! 
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**  Behold,  sir,  how  yoar  pitifhll  oomphdnt  40 

Hath  fownd  another  partner  of  your  payne: 

For  nothing  may  impresse  so  deare  constraint 

As  countries  cause,  and  commune  foes  disdayne. 

But,  if  it  should  not  grieve  you  backe  agayne 

To  tume  your  course,  I  would  to  heare  deeyre 

What  to  Aeneas  fell ;  sith  that  men  sayne 

He  was  not  in  the  cities  wofiill  fyre 

Consum*d,  but  did  himselfe  to  saifety  retyre." 

**  Anchyses  sonne  begott  of  Venus  fayre,"  41 

Said  he,  *'  out  of  the  flames  for  safegard  fled, 

And  with  a  remnant  did  to  sea  repayre ; 

Where  he,  through  fatall  errour  long  was  led 

Full  many  yeares,  and  weetlesse  wandered 

From  shore  to  shore  emongst  the  Lybick  sandes. 

Ere  rest  he  fownd :  Much  there  he  suffered. 

And  many  perilles  past  in  forreine  landes, 

To  save  his  people  sad  from  victours  yengefull  handes : 

"  At  last  in  Latium  he  did  arryve,  42 

Where  he  with  cruell  warre  was  entertaind 

Of  th'  inland  folke,  which  souffht  him  backe  to  driye, 

Till  he  with  old  Latinus  was  constraind 

To  contract  wedlock,  so  the  fates  ordaind ; 

Wedlocke  contract  in  blood,  and  eke  in  blood 

Accomplished ;  that  many  deare  complaind : 

The  rivall  slaine,  the  yictour  (through  the  flood 

Escaped  hardly)  hardly  praisd  his  wedlock  good. 

**  Yet,  after  all,  he  victour  did  surviT©,  43 

And  with  Latinus  did  the  kingdom  put : 

But  after,  when  both  nations  gan  to  strire 

Into  their  names  the  title  to  convart. 

His  Sonne  liilus  did  from  thence  depart 

With  all  the  warlike  youth  of  Troians  bloud. 

And  in  long  Alba  plast  his  throne  apart ; 

Where  faire  it  flonshed  and  long  time  stoud, 

Till  Bomulus,  renewing  it,  to  Borne  removd." 

"  There ;  there,"  said  Britomart,  "  afreeh  appeard  44 

The  glory  of  the  later  world  to  spring. 

And  Troy  againe  out  of  her  dust  was  reard 

To  sitt  in  second  seat  of  soveraine  king 

Of  all  the  world,  under  her  governing. 

But  a  third  kingdom  yet  is  to  arise 

Out  of  the  Troians  scattered  ofsprini^, 

That,  in  all  glory  and  great  enterprise, 

Both  first  and  second  Troy  shall  dare  to  equalise. 
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**  It  Troynoyant  is  liight,  that  with  the  wares  43 

Of  wealthy  Thamis  washed  is  along, 

Upon  whose  stubbome  neck  (whereat  he  rares 

With  roring  rage,  and  sore  himselfe  does  throng. 

That  all  men  feare  to  tempt  his  billowes  strong,) 

She  fastned  hath  her  foot ;  which  stand  so  hy, 

That  it  a  wonder  of  the  world  is  song 

In  forreine  landes;  and  all,  which  passen  by, 

Beholding  it  from  farre  doe  think  it  threates  the  skye. 

"  The  Troian  Bmte  did  first  that  citie  fownd,  46 

And  Hygate  made  the  meare  thereof  by  West, 

And  Overt-gate  by  North :  that  is  the  bow  nd 

Toward  the  land ;  two  rivers  bownd  the  rest. 

So  huge  a  scope  at  first  him  seemed  best, 

To  be  the  compasse  of  his  kingdomes  seat : 

So  huge  a  mind  could  not  in  lesser  rest, 

Ne  in  small  meares  containe  his  glory  great, 

That  Albion  had  conquered  first  by  warlike  feat"* 

"  Ah !  fairest  kdy-knight."  said  Paridell.  47 

"  Pardon  I  pray  my  heedlesse  oversight. 

Who  had  forgot  that  whylome  I  heard  tell 

From  aged  Mnemon;  for  my  wits  beene  light 

Indeed  he  said,  if  I  remember  right. 

That  of  the  antiaue  Trojan  stocke  there  grew 

Anot  ler  plant,  that  raught  to  wondrous  night, 

And  far  abroad  his  mighty  braunches  threw 

Into  the  utmost  angle  of  the  world  he  knew. 

"  For  that  same  Brute,  whom  much  he  did  advaunce       48 

In  all  his  speach,  was  Sylvius  his  sonne. 

Whom  havmg  slain  through  luckles  arrowes  glaunce. 

He  fled  for  feare  of  that  h  •  had  misdonne. 

Or  els  for  shame,  so  fowle  reprodi  to  shonne ; 

And  with  him  ledd  to  see  an  youthl^  trayne ; 

Where  wearie  wandring  they  long  tune  did  wonne, 

And  many  fortunes  prov'd  in  th*  ocean  mayne, 

And  great  adventures  found,  that  now  were  long  to  sayne. 

"  At  last  by  fatall  course  they  driven  were  49 

Into  an  island  spatious  and  brode, 

The  furthest  North  that  did  to  them  appeare : 

Which,  after  rest,  they,  seeking  farre  abrode, 

Found  it  the  fittest  soyle  for  their  abode, 

Fruitfull  of  all  thinges  fitt  for  living  foode. 

But  wholy  waste,  and  void  of  peoples  trode. 

Save  an  huge  nation  of  the  geaunts  broode, 

That  fed  on  living  flesh,  and  dronck  mens  vitall  blood. 
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''  Whom  be,  through  wearie  wars  and  labours  long;  60 

Subdewd  with  losse  of  many  Britons  bold: 

In  which  the  great  Groemagot  of  strong 

Corineus,  and  Coulin  of  Debon  old, 

"Were  overthrowne  and  laide  on  th*  earth  full  cold. 

Which  quaked  under  their  so  hideous  masse : 

A  famous  history  to  bee  enrold 

In  everlastins:  moniments  of  brasse, 

That  all  the  antique  worthies  merits  far  did  passe. 

"  His  worke  great  Troynorant,  his  worke  is  eke  61 

Fair  lincolne,  both  renowned  far  away ; 

That  who  from  East  to  West  wiU  endlong  seeke. 

Cannot  two  fairer  cities  find  this  day. 

Except  Cleopolis;  so  heard  I  say 

Old  Mnemon :  Therefore,  Sir,  I  greet  you  well 

Your  countrey  kin :  and  you  entyrely  pray 

Of  pardon  for  the  stiife,  which  late  befell 

Betwixt  us  both  unknowne."    So  ended  Paridell. 

But  all  the  while  that  he  these  speeches  spent,  C2 

Upon  his  lips  hong  faire  Dame  Hellenore 

With  vigilant  regard  and  dew  attent* 

Fashionmg  worldes  of  fancies  evermore 

In  her  fraile  witt,  that  now  her  quit«  forlore : 

The  whiles  unwares  away  her  wondring  eye 

And  greedy  eares  her  weake  hart  from  ner  bore: 

Which  he  jwrceiving.  ever  privily. 

In  speaking,  many  false  belgardes  at  her  let  fly. 

So  long  these  knightes  discoursed  diversly  53 

Of  straunge  affaires,  and  noble  hardiment. 

Which  they  had  past  with  miekle  ieopardy, 

That  now  the  humid  night  was  farforth  spent. 

And  hevenly  lampes  were  halfendeale  y brent: 

Which  th'  old  man  seeing  wel,  who  too  long  thought 

Every  discourse,  and  every  argument. 

Which  by  the  hours  he  measured,  besought 

Them  go  to  rost.    So  all  unto  their  bowres  were  brought. 
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CANTO  X, 

Paridell  rapetta  Hetlenora  i 

Halbeooo  her  pouraewea  t 
Fynda  emongst  Satyren,  whenee  with  him 

To  tame  she  doth  refuse. 

The  morrow  next,  so  soone  as  Phoebus  lamp 

Bewrayed  had  the  world  witi  early  light. 

And  fresh  Aurora  had  the  shady  damp 

Out  of  the  goodly  heven  amoved  quight, 

Faire  Britomart  and  that  same  Faery  knight 

Uprose,  forth  on  their  iourney  for  to  wend; 

Fat  Paridell  complaynd,  that  his  late  fight 

With  Britomart  so  sore  did  him  ofiend, 

Hiat  ryde  he  could  not  till  his  uurts  he  did  amend. 

So  foorth  they  far'd ;  but  he  behind  them  stayd 

Maulgre  his  nost,  who  grudged  grivously 

To  house  a  guest  Uiat  would  be  needes  obayd. 

And  of  his  owne  him  lefbe  not  liberty: 

Misht  wanting  measure,  moveth  surquedry. 

Two  things  he  feared,  but  the  third  was  death ; 

That  fiers  youn^ans  unruly  maystery; 

His  mone^,  which  he  lov'd  as  livmg  breath, 

And  his  faire  wife,  whom  honest  long  he  kept  uneath. 

Bat  patience  perforce;  he  must  able 

What  fortune  and  his  fate  on  him  will  lay: 

Fond  is  the  feare  tliat  findes  no  remedie. 

Yet  warily  he  watcheth  every  way. 

By  which  he  feare  th  evil  I  happen  may; 

So  th*  evill  thinkes  by  watching  to  prevent  s 

Ne  doth  he  suffer  her,  nor  night  nor  day, 

Out  of  his  sight  herselfe  once  to  absent : 

So  doth  he  punish  her,  and  eke  himself  torment. 

But  ParidcU  kept  better  watch  than  hee, 

A  fit  occasion  for  his  tume  to  finde. 

False  love !  why  do  men  sajr  thou  canst  not  see, 

And  in  their  foolish  fancy  ieigne  thee  blinde, 

That  with  th^  charmes  the  sharpest  sight  doest  bindcs 

And  to  thy  will  abuse  ?    Thou  walkest  free. 

And  seest  every  secret  of  the  minde; 

Thou  seest  all,  vet  none  at  all  sees  thee : 

All  that  is  by  the  working  of  thy  deitee. 
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So  perfect  in  that  art  was  Paridell,  5 

That  he  Malbeccoes  halfen  eye  did  wyle; 

His  halfen  eye  he  wiled  wondrous  well. 

And  Hellenors  both  eyes  did  eke  bej^uyle, 

Both  eyes  and  hart  attonce,  during  the  whyle 

That  he  there  soioumed  his  woUndes  to  heale^j 

That  Cupid  selfe,  it  seeing,  dose  did  smyle 

To  weet  now  he  her  love  away  did  steale, 

And  bad  that  none  their  ioyous  treason  should  reyealo. 

The  learned  lover  lost  no  time  nor  tyde  6 

That  least  avantage  mote  to  him  a£tord, 

Yet  bore  so  faire  a  sayle,  that  none  espyde 

His  secret  drift  till  her  he  layd  abord. 

Wlienso  in  open  place  and  commune  bord 

He  fortun'd  her  to  meet,  with  commune  speach 

He  courted  her;  yet  bayted  every  word. 

That  his  ungentle  hoste  n'ot  him  appeach 

Of  vile  ungentlenesse  or  hospitages  oreach. 

But  when  apart  (if  ever  her  apart  7 

He  found)  then  his  false  engins  fast  he  plyde, 

And  all  the  sleights  unbosomd  in  his  hart : 

He  sigh'd,  he  sobd,  he  swoownd,  he  perdy  dyde, 

And  cast  himselfe  on  ground  her  fast  besyde: 

Tho'  when  againe  he  him  bethought  to  live, 

He  wept,  and  wayld,  and  false  laments  belyde, 

Saying,  but  if  she  mercie  would  him  give, 

That  he  mote  algates  dye,  yet  did  his  death  forgivo. 

And  otherwhyles  with  amorous  delights  8 

And  pleasing' toy es  he  would  her  entertaine ; 

Now  singing  sweetly  to  surprize  her  sprights. 

Now  maSing  laves  of  love  and  lovers  paine, 

Bransles,  b^lads,  virelayes,  and  verses  vaine ; 

Oft  purposes,  oft  riddles,  he  devysd, 

And  thousands  like  which  flowoa  in  his  braine. 

With  which  he  fed  her  fancv,  and  entysd 

To  take  to  his  new  love,  and  leave  her  old  de8p3'sd. 

And  eveiy  where  he  mi^hl  and  everie  while  9 

He  did  her  service  dewtifuU,  and  s^wd 

At  hand  with  humble  pride  and  pleasing  guile ; 

So  closely  yet,  that  none  but  she  it  vewd. 

Who  well  perceived  all,  and  all  indewd. 

Thus  finely  did  he  his  false  nets  dispred, 

With  which  he  many  weake  harts  had  subdewd 

Of  yore,  and  many  had  ylike  misled : 

What  wonder  then  if  she  were  likewise  carried? 
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No  forfc  80  fensible,  no  wab  so  Btrong,  10 

Sat  that  continiiall  battery  will  rive, 

Or  daily  siege,  through  disparyayaunce  lono^ 

And  ladce  of  reske wes,  will  to  parley  drive  | 

And  peece,  that  unto  parley  eare  will  give, 

^WiU  shordy  yield  itseHe,  and  will  be  made 

The  vassall  of  the  victors  will  bylive : 

That  stratageme  had  oftentimes  assavd 

This  crafty  poramoure,  and  now  it  pLune  displayed. 

For  through  his  traines  he  her  entrapped  hath,  11 

That  she  her  love  and  hart  hath  wholy  sold 

To  him  without  regard  of  gaine,  or  scath, 

Or  care  of  credite,  or  of  husband  old. 

Whom  she  hath  vow*d  to  dub  a  fayre  cuoqu61d. 

Thought  wants  but  time  and  place,  which  shortly  shee 

Devized  hath,  and  to  her  lover  told. 

It  pleased  well :  so  well  they  both  affree, 

So  readie  rype  to  ill,  wemens  counsels  bee ! 

Darke  was  the  evening,  fit  for  lovers  stealth,  12 

When  chaunst  Malbeoco  busie  be  elsewhere, 

She  to  his  closet  went,  where  all  his  wealth 

Lay  hid;  thereof  she  countlesse  summes  did  rearc, 

The  which  she  meant  away  with  her  to  beare ; 

The  rest  she  fyr*d,  for  sport  or  for  deepight : 

As  Hellene,  when  she  saw  alofb  appeare 

The  Troiane  flames  and  reach  to  nevens  hight. 

Did  clap  her  hands,  and  ioyed  at  that  doleml  sight; 

The  second  Hellene,  fayre  Dame  Hellenore,  13 

The  whiles  her  husband  ran  with  soiy  haste 

To  quench  the  flames  which  she  had  tyn'd  before, 

Laught  at  his  foolish  labour  spent  in  waste, 

Anaran  into  her  lovers  armes  right  £eist ; 

Where  streight  embraced  she  to  him  did  cry 

And  call  alowd  for  helpe,  ere  helpe  were  past; 

For  lo  i  that  guest  did  beare  her  forcibly, 

And  meant  to  ravish  her,  that  rather  had  to  dy! 

The  wretched  man  hearing  her  call  for  ayd,  li 

And  ready  seeing  him  with  her  to  fly. 

In  his  disquiet  nund  was  much  disma:rd : 

But  when  againe  he  backeward  cast  his  eye» 

And  saw  the  wicked  fire  so  furiouslv 

Consume  his  hart,  and  scorch  his  iooles  face. 

He  was  therewith  distressed  diversely, 

Ne  wist  he  how  to  turne,  nor  to  what  place: 

Was  never  wretched  man  in  suoh  a  wofull  cace. 
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Ay  when  to  him  she  cryde,  to  her  he  tnmd,  IS 

And  left  the  fire ;  love,  money  oyercame: 

Bnt,  when  he  marked  how  his  money  bumd, 

He  left  his  wife :  money  did  love  disdaime : 

Both  was  he  loth  to  loose  his  loved  dame. 

And  loth  to  leave  his  liefest  pelfe  behinde ; 

Yet,  sith  he  no*te  save  both,  he  sav'd  that  same 

"Which  was  the  dearest  to  his  dounghiU  minde, 

The  god  of  his  desire,  the  ioy  of  misers  blinde. 

Thns  whilest  all  things  in  tronblons  nprore  were,  16 

And  all  men  busie  to  suppresse  the  flame. 

The  loving  counle  neede  no  reskew  feare, 

But  leasure  haa  and  liberie  to  frame 

Their  purpost  flight,  free  from  all  mens  reclame ; 

And  Kight,  the  patronesse  of  love-stealth  fayre, 

Grave  them  safe  conduct  till  to  end  they  came : 

So  becue  they  gone  yfere,  a  wanton  payre 

Of  lovers  loosely  knit,  where  list  them  to  repayre. 

Soone  as  the  cruell  flames  vslaked  were,  17 

Malbecco,  seeing  how  his  fosse  did  lye. 

Out  of  the  flames  which  he  had  quencht  whylere, 

Into  huge  waves  of  griefe  and  gealosye 

Full  deepe  emplonged  was,  and  drowned  nye 

Twixt  inward  doole  and  felonous  despight : 

He  rav*d,  he  wept,  he  stampt,  he  lowd  did  ciy; 

And  all  the  passions  that  in  man  may  hght, 

Did  him  attonce  oppresse,  and  vex  his  caytive  spright 

Long  thus  he  chawd  the  cud  of  inward  griefe,  18 

Anadid  consume  his  gall  with  anguish  sore : 

Still  when  ho  mused  on  his  late  mischfefe, 

Then  still  the  smart  thereof  increased  more. 

And  seemd  more  grievous  then  it  was  before ; 

At  last  when  sorrow  he  saw  booted  nought, 

Ne  griefe  might  not  his  love  to  him  restore. 

He  gan  devise  how  her  he  reskew  mought; 

Ten  thousand  wayes  he  cast  in  his  confused  thought 

At  last  resolving,  like  a  pilgrim  pore,  10 

To  search  her  forth  whereso  she  might  be  fond. 

And  bearing  with  him  treasure  in  close  store. 

The  rest  he  leaves  in  ground :  so  takes  in  hond 

To  seeke  her  endlong  ooth  by  sea  and  lond. 

Long  he  her  sought,  ne  sought  her  far  and  nere, 

And  every  where  that  he  mote  understond 

Of  kniffhtes  and  ladies  anv  meetings  were ; 

And  of  each  one  he  mett  he  tidingt  did  inquere. 
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3at  all  in  yaine;  liis  woman  was  too  wiso  20 

ISver  to  come  into  his  clonoh  againe, 

And  hee  too  simple  ever  to  surprise 

The  ioUy  Paridell,  for  all  his  paine. 

One  day,  as  he  forpassed  by  the  plaine 

"With  weary  pace,  ne  far  awav  espide 

A  conple,  seeming  well  to  be  iiis  twaine, 

VVhich  hoved  close  under  a  forest  side. 

As  if  they  lay  in  wait,  or  els  themselves  did  hide. 

Well  weened  hee  that  those  the  same  mote  bee ;  21 

And,  as  he  better  did  their  shape  avize. 

Him  seemed  more  their  maner  did  agree ; 

For  th'  one  was  armed  all  in  warlike  wize. 

Whom  to  be  Paridell  he  did  devize; 

And  th'  other,  al  yclad  in  garments  light 

Discolourd.  like  to  wommish  disguise, 

He  did  resemble  to  his  lady  bright ; 

And  ever  his  faint  hart  much  earned  at  the  sight  i 

And  ever  faine  he  towards  them  would  ^oe,  23 

But  yet  durst  not  for  dr^A  approchen  me, 

But  stood  aloofe,  un  wee  ting  what  to  doe ; 

Till  that  prickt  forth  with  loves  extremity. 

That  is  the  father  of  fowle  gealosy. 

He  closely  nearer  crept,  the  truth  to  weet : 

But,  as  he  nigher  drew,  he  easily 

Might  sceme  that  it  was  not  his  sweetest  sweet, 

Ne  yet  her  Belamour,  the  partner  of  his  sheet : 

But  it  was  scomefull  Braggadochio,  23 

That  with  his  servant  Trompart  hoverd  there 

Sith  late  he  fled  from  his  too  earnest  foe : 

Whom  such  whenas  Malbecco  spyed  clere. 

He  turned  backe,  and  would  have  fled  arere ; 

Till  Trompart,  ronning  hastely,  him  did  stay, 

And  bad  before  his  soveraine  lord  appeare : 

That  was  him  loth,  yet  durst  he  not  gainesay. 

And  comming  him  before  low  louted  on  tiie  lay. 

The  boaster  at  him  stemel/  bent  his  browe,  2i 

As  if  he  could  have  kiid  him  with  his  looke. 

That  to  the  ground  him  meekl;^  made  to  bowe 

And  awfuU  terror  deepe  into  him  strooke^ 

That  every  member  of  his  body  quooke. 

Said  he,  "Thou  man  of  nought!  what  doest  thou  here, 

Unfitly  fumisht  with  thy  bag  and  booke, 

Where  I  expected  one  with  shield  and  spere. 

To  prove  some  deedes  of  armes  upon  an  equall  pere  P" 
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The  wretched  man  at  his  imperious  speach  ^ 

Was  all  abasht,  and  low  prostr&ting  said ; 

"  Good  sir,  let  not  my  rudeness  be  no  breach 

Unto  jour  patience,  ne  be  ill  ypaSd ; 

For  I  unwares  this  way  by  fortune  stndd, 

A  silly  pilgrim  driven  to  distresse, 

That  seeke  a  lady"— There  he  suddein  staid. 

And  did  the  rest  with  ffricYous  sighes  suppresse, 

While  teares  stood  in  his  eies,  few  drops  of  bittemesse. 

"  WhatladyP'-"Man,"8aidTPompart,  "take  good  hart,  26 

And  tell  thy  griefe,  if  any  hidden  lye : 

Was  never  better  time  to  shew  thy  smart 

Then  now  that  noble  succor  is  thee  by. 

That  is  the  whole  worlds  commune  remedy." 

That  chearful  word  his  weak  heart  much  did  cheare, 

And  with  vaine  hope  his  spirits  faint  supply. 

That  bold  he  sayd,  "  O  most  redoubted  Pere, 

Vouchsafe  with  mild  regard  a  wretches  cace  to  heare." 

Then  sighing  sore,  "  It  is  not  long,"  saide  hee,  27 

"  Sith  I  enioyd  the  gentiest  dame  alive; 

Of  whom  a  knisrht,  (no  knight  at  all  perdee. 

But  shame  of  all  that  doe  ior  honor  strive,) 

By  treacherous  deceipt  did  me  deprive ; 

Through  open  outrage  he  her  bore  awaVf 

And  with  fowle  force  unto  his  will  did  drive : 

Which  al  good  knights,  that  armes  do  bear  this  day. 

Are  bownd  for  to  revenge  and  punish  if  they  may. 

'*  And  you,  most  noble  l(nrd,  tJiat  can  and  dare  28 

Eedresse  the  wrong  of  miserable  wight. 

Cannot  employ  your-most  victorious  speare 

In  better  quarrell  then  defence  of  right, 

And  for  a  lady  gainst  a  faif^esse  kni^t : 

So  shall  your  gloiy  be  advaunced  much. 

And  all  raire  ladies  ma^^ify  your  might^ 

And  eke  mvselfe,  albee  I  smaple  such, 

Your  worthy  paine  shall  wel  reward  with  guerdon  ridL" 

With  that,  out  of  his  bouget  forth  he  drew  29 

Great  store  of  treasure,  therewith  him  to  tempt ; 

But  he  on  it  lookt  scomefully  askew, 

As  much  disdeigning  to  be  so  misdempt, 

Or  a  war-moiiger  to  be  baae^  nempt ; 

And  sayd:  "Hiy  offers  base  I  greatly  loth. 

And  eke  thv  words  uDoourteous  and  unkempt: 

I  tread  iii  dust  thee  and  thy  money  both ; 

That,  were  it  not  for  shame"--So  turned  from  him  witxtk 
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But  Trompait,  that  liis  maistres  humor  knew  30 

In  I0A7  looks  to  hide  an  humble  minde, 

Was  inly  tickled  with  that  golden  yew, 

And  in  his  eare  him  rownd^  dose  behinde, 

Yet  stoupt  he  not,  but  lav  still  in  tJie  winde. 

Waiting  advaimtage  on  the  pray  to  sease ; 

Till  Trompart,  lowly  to  the  grownd  inclinde» 

Besought  mm  his  great  corage  to  appease. 

And  pardon  simple  man  that  rash  did  him  displease. 

Big  looking  like  a  doughinr  doucepere,  SI 

At  last  he  thus ;  "  Thou  clod  of  vilest  clay, 

I  pardon  yield,  and  with  thy  rudenes  beare ; 

But  weete  henceforth,  that  all  that  golden  pray, 

And  all  that  els  the  vaine  world  vaunten  may, 

I  loath  as  doung,  ne  deeroe  my  dew  reward : 

Pame  is  my  meed,  and  gloiy  vertuous  pay: 

But  minds  of  mortall  men  are  muchell  mard 

And  moy*d  amisse  with  massy  mucks  unmeet  regard. 

"  And  more ;  I  graunt  to  thy  great  misery  82 

Ghratious  respect ;  thy  wife  snail  backe  be  sent : 

And  that  vile  knight,  whoever  that  he  bee. 

Which  hath  thy  lady  reft  and  knighthood  shent. 

By  Sanglamort  my  sword,  whose  aeadly  dent 

The  blood  hath  of  so  many  thousands  snedd, 

I  sweare  ere  long  shall  dearely  it  repent; 

Ne  he  twixt  heven  and  earth  shall  hide  lus  hedd. 

But  scone  he  shall  be  fownd,  and  shortly  doen  be  dedd. 

The  foolish  man  thereat  woxe  wondrous  bhth,  33 

As  if  the  word  so  spoken  were  halfe  donne. 

And  humbly  thanked  him  a  thousand  sith 

That  had  from  death  to  life  him  newly  wonne. 

Tho  forth  the  boaster  marching  brave  begonne 

His  stolen  steed  to  thunder  furiously. 

As  if  he  heaven  and  hell  would  over-ronne. 

And  all  the  world  confound  with  cruelty ; 

That  much  Malbecco  ioyed  in  his  iolUty. 

Thus  long  they  three  together  travelled,  84 

Through  many  a  wood  and  many  an  uncouth  way. 

To  seeke  his  wife,  that  was  far  wandered : 

But  those  two  sought  nought  but  the  present  pray, 

To  weete,  the  treasure  which  he  did  bewray, 

On  which  their  eies  and  harts  were  wholly  sett, 

With  purpose  how  they  might  it  best  betray ; 

For,  81th  the  howre  that  first  he  did  them  lett 

The  same  behold,  therwith  their  keene  deureswerewhett 
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It  fortuned,  as  they  together  far'd,  S5 

They  spide  where  Faridell  came  pricking  fast 

Upon  the  ][>laine,  the  which  himselfe  prepared 

To  giust  with  that  brave  straunger  knignt  a  cast. 

As  on  adventure  by  the  way  he  past : 

Alone  he  rode  without  his  paragone ; 

For,  having  filcht  her  bells,  her  up  he  cast 

To  the  wide  world,  and  lett  her  fly  alone ; 

He  nould  be  clogd:  so  had  he  served  many  one. 

The  gentle  lady,  loose  at  random  lefte,  ^  36 

The  greene-wood  long  did  walke,  and  wander  wide 

At  wilde  adventure,  like  a  forlome  wefte ; 

Till  on  a  day  the  Satyres  her  espide 

Straying  alone,  withouten  groome  or  guide: 

Her  up  they  tooke,  and  with  them  home  her  ledd. 

With  them  as  housewife  ever  to  abide. 

To  milk  their  gotes,  and  make  them  cheese  and  bredd ; 

And  every  one  as  commune  good  her  handeled : 

That  shortly  she  Malbecco  has  forgott,  37 

And  eke  Sir  Paridell  all  were  he  deare; 

Who  from  her  went  to  seeke  another  lott. 

And  now  by  fortune  was  arrived  here. 

Where  those  two  guilers  ^nth  Malbecco  wei  9. 

Soone  as  the  old  man  saw  Sir  Paridell, 

He  fainted,  and  was  almost  dead  with  feare ; 

Ke  word  he  had  to  speake  his  griefe  to  tell. 

But  to  him  louted  low,  and  greeted  goodly  well } 

And,  after,  asked  him  for  Hellenore :  88 

**  I  take  no  keepe  of  her,"  sayd  Paridell, 

"  She  wonneth  m  the  forrest  there  before.** 

So  forth  he  rode  as  his  adventure  fell ; 

The  whiles  the  boaster  from  his  loftie  sell 

Faynd  to  alight,  something  amisse  to  mend ; 

But  the  fresh  swayne  would  not  his  leasure  dwell. 

But  went  his  way;  whom  when  he  passed  kend. 

He  up  remounted  light,  and  after  faind  to  wend. 

"  Perdy  nay,"  said  Malbecco,  "  shall  ye  not ;  39 

But  let  him  passe  as  lightly  as  he  came : 

For  little  good  of  him  is  to  be  got. 

And  mickle  perill  to  bee  put  to  shame. 

But  let  us  goe  to  seeke  my  dearest  dame. 

Whom  he  hath  left  in  yonder  forest  wyld : 

For  of  her  safety  in  great  doubt  I  ame. 

Least  salvage  beastes  her  person  have  despoyld : 

Then  all  the  world  is  lost,  and  we  in  vaine  have  toyld !" 
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"  The  jolly  Mtyrt.  full  of  Treiih  delight. 
Came  danciuff  forth,  and  with  Uicia  nimbly  Irdd 
Fair  llellrnorf  with  clrlnndnall-deBitrtHld." 
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The  J  all  agree,  and  forward  them  addrest:  40 

"  Ah !  but,"  said  crafty  Trompart,  "  weete  ye  well. 

That  yonder  m  that  wasteful!  wildemesse 

Huge  monsters  haunt,  and  many  dangers  dwell; 

Dragons,  and  minotaures,  and  feendes  of  hell. 

And  many  wilde  woodmen  which  robbe  and  rend 

All  travellers;  therefore  advise  ye  well. 

Before  ye  enterprise  that  way  to  wend : 

One  may  his  iourney  bring  too  soone  to  evill  end.** 

Malbecco  stopt  in  great  astonishment,  41 

And,  with  pale  eyes  fast  fixed  on  the  rest, 

Tlieir  counsell  cray*d  in  daunger  imminent. 

Said  Trompart ;  "  You,  that  are  the  most  opprest 

With  burdein  of  great  treasure,  I  thinke  best 

Here  for  to  stay  in  safetie  behjfiid : 

My  lord  and  I  will  search  the  wide  forest." 

That  counseU  pleased  not  Malbeccoes  mynd ; 

For  he  was  much  afraid  himselfe  alone  to  fynd. 

"  Then  is  it  best,"  said  he,  "that  ^e  doe  leave  42 

Your  treasure  here  in  some  secunty, 

Either  fast  dosed  in  some  hoUow  greave. 

Or  buried  in  the  ground  from  ieopardy. 

Till  we  retume  againe  in  safety: 

As  for  us  two,  least  doubt  of  us  ye  have, 

Hence  farre  away  we  will  blyndfolded  ly, 

Ne  privy  bee  unto  your  treasures  grave." 

It  pleased ;  so  he  did :  Then  they  mareh  forward  brave. 

Now  when  amid  the  thickest  woodes  they  were,  43 

Thev  heard  a  noyse  of  many  bagpiper  smrill. 

And  shrieking  hububs  them  approching  nere. 

Which  all  the  forest  did  with  norrour  nil : 

That  dreadfull  sound  the  bosters  hart  did  thrill 

With  such  amazement,  that  in  hast  he  fledd, 

Ne  ever  looked  back  for  good  or  ill ; 

And  after  him  eke  fearfuLl  Trompart  spedd : 

The  old  man  could  not  fiy,  but  fell  to  ground  half  dedd : 

Yet  aflerwardes  close  creeping  as  he  might,  '14 

He  in  a  bush  did  hyde  his  fearefull  hedd. 

The  ioUy  satires,  full  of  fresh  delight, 

Came  da^mcmg  forth,  and  with  them  nimbly  ledd 

Faire  Helenore  with  girlonds  all  bespredd. 

Whom  their  Mav-lady  they  had  newly  made : 

She,  proude  of  that  new  honour  which  they  redd. 

And  of  their  lovely  fellowship  full  glade, 

Paonst  lively,  ana  her  face  aid  with  a  lawrell  shade, 

0  0 
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The  silly  man  that  in  the  thickett  lay  45 

Saw  all  this  goodly  sport,  and  grieved  soro; 

Yet  durst  he  not  a^camst  it  doe  or  say, 

But  did  his  hart  with  bitter  thoughts  engore, 

To  see  th*  unkindnes  of  his  Hellenore. 

All  dajT  they  daunced  with  great  lustyhedd, 

And  with  their  homed  feet  the  greene  gras  worff ; 

The  whiles  their  gotes  upon  the  bronzes  fedd, 

Till  drouping  Phoebus  gan  to  hyde  his  golden  hedd. 

Tho  ut>  they  gan  their  mery  pypes  to  trusse,  46 

And  all  their  goodly  heardes  aid  gather  rownd ; 

But  every  satyre  first  did  ^ive  a  busse 

To  Hellenore;  so  busses  did  abound. 

Now  gan  the  humid  vapour  shed  the  grownd 

With  perly  deaw,  and  th*  earthes  gloomy  shade 

Did  dim  the  brightnesse  of  the  welkin  rownd. 

That  every  bird  and  beast  awamed  made 

To  shrowd  themselves,  while  sleep  their  senses  did  invade. 

Which  when  Malbecco  saw,  out  of  the  bush  47 

Upon  his  handee  and  feete  he  crept  full  light, 

And  like  a  gote  emongst  the  gotes  did  rush ; 

That  through  the  helpe  of  his  faire  homes  on  hight^ 

And  misty  damne  of  misconceyying  night. 

And  eke  througn  likenesse  of  his  gotish  beard, 

He  did  the  better  counterfeite  aright: 

So  home  he  marcht  emongst  the  homed  heard. 

That  none  of  all  the  satyres  him  espyde  or  heard. 

At  night,  when  all  they  went  to  sleepe,  he  vewd,  48 

Whereas  his  lovely  wife  emongst  them  lay, 

Embraced  of  a  satyre  rough  and  rude, 

Who  all  the  night  did  mind  his  ioyous  play: 

Nine  times  he  heard  him  come  aloft  ere  day. 

That  all  his  hiu*t  with  gealosy  did  swell ; 

But  yet  that  nights  ensample  did  bewray 

That  not  for  nought  his  wife  them  loved  so  well, 

When  one  so  ofb  a  night  did  ring  his  matins  bell. 

So  closely  as  he  could  he  to  them  crept,  49 

When  wearie  of  their  sport  to  sleepe  they  feU, 

And  to  his  wife,  that  now  full  soimdly  slept. 

He  whispered  in  her  eare  and  did  her  teU, 

That  it  was  he  which  by  her  side  did  dwell ; 

And  therefore  prayd  her  wake  to  heare  him  plaine. 

As  one  out  of  a  dreame  not  waked  well 

She  tumd  her,  and  returned  backe  againe : 

Yet  her  for  to  awake  he  did  the  more  constraine. 
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At  last  with  irkesom  trouble  she  abrayd ;  60 

And  then  perceiving,  that  it  was  indeed 

Her  old  Malbeoco,  which  did  her  npbrayd 

With  looaenesse  of  her  lore  and  loathly  deed, 

She  was  astonisht  with  exceeding  dreed, 

And  would  have  walct  the  satyre  by  her  syde ; 

But  he  her  nrayd,  for  mercy  or  for  meed, 

To  save  his  life,  ne  let  him  be  descryde, 

But  hearken  to  his  lore,  and  aU  his  counseU  hyde. 

Tho  gan  he  her  perswade  to  leave  that  lewd  51 

And  loathsom  life,  of  G^  and  man  abhord. 

And  home  retume,  where  all  should  be  renewd 

With  perfect  peace  and  bandes  of  fresh  accord. 

And  she  receivd  againe  to  bed  and  bord. 

As  if  no  trespas  ever  had  beene  donne : 

But  she  it  all  refused  at  one  word, 

And  by  no  meanes  would  to  his  will  be  wonne. 

But  chose  emongst  the  iolly  satyres  still  to  wonne. 

He  wooed  her  till  day-spring  he  espyde ;  62 

But  all  in  vaine :  ana  then  tumd  to  the  heard. 

Who  butted  him  with  homes  on  every  syde, 

And  trode  downe  in  the  durt,  where  nis  hore  beard 

Was  fowly  dight,  and  he  of  death  afeard. 

Early,  before  the  heavens  fairest  light 

Out  of  the  ruddy  East  was  fully  reard. 

The  heardes  out  of  their  foldes  were  loosed  quight. 

And  he  emongst  the  rest  crept  forth  in  sory  plight. 

So  soone  as  he  the  prison-dore  did  pas,  63 

He  ran  as  fast  as  both  his  feet  could  beare, 

And  never  looked  who  behind  him  was, 

Ne  scarsel^  who  before :  like  as  a  beare, 

That  creeping  close  amongst  the  hives  to  reare 

An  hony-combe,  the  wakemll  dogs  espy. 

And  him  MSttjhn^  sore  his  carkas  teare. 

That  hardly  he  with  life  away  does  fly, 

Ne  stayee,  tiU  safe  himselfe  he  see  from  ieopardy. 

Ne  stayd  he.  till  he  came  unto  the  place  64 

Where  late  nis  treasure  he  entombed  had ; 
Where  when  he  found  it  not,  (for  Trompart  bace 
Had  itpurloyned  for  his  maister  bad,) 
With  extreme  fury  he  became  quite  mad, 
And  ran  away;  ran  with  himselfe  away: 
That  who  so  straungelr  had  him  scene  bestadd. 
With  upstart  haire  and  staring  eyes  dismay. 
From  Cmbo  lake  him  late  escaped  sure  would  say. 
c  0  2 
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Hi^h  over  hilles  and  over  dales  ke  fledd,  55 

As  if  the  wind  him  on  his  winges  had  borne ; 

Ke  banck  nor  bush  could  stay  him,  when  he  speild 

His  nimble  feet,  as  treading  still  on  thome : 

Griefe,  and  Despi^ht,  and  Grealosy,  and  Scome, 

Did  all  the  way  nim  follow  hard  feehynd ; 

And  he  himselfe  himselfe  loath'd  so  forlome, 

So  shamefully  forlome  of  womankynd : 

That,  as  a  snake,  still  lurked  in  his  wounded  mynd. 

8till  fled  he  forward,  looking  badcward  still,  56 

Ne  stayd  his  flight  nor  feareftdl  agony 

Till  that  he  came  unto  a  rocky  hill 

Over  the  sea  suspended  dreadfully. 

That  living  creature  it  would  terrify 

To  looke  adowne,  or  upward  to  the  hight : 

From  thence  he  threw  himselfe  di^iteously. 

All  desperate  of  his  fore-damned  spright, 

That  seemd  no  help  for  him  was  left  in  living  sight. 

But,  through  long  anguish  and  8^e*murd'ring  thought,  57 

He  was  so  wasted  and  forpined  quight, 

That  all  his  substance  was  consom'd  to  nought. 

And  nothing  left  but  like  an  aery  spright ; 

That  on  the  rockes  he  fell  so  flit  and  light^ 

That  he  thereby  receiv*d  no  hurt  at  all ; 

But  chaunced  on  a  craggy  cliff  to  lirfit ; 

Whence  he  with  crooked  clawes  so  long  did  crall. 

That  at  the  last  he  found  a  caye  with  entrance  smalL 

Into  the  same  he  creepes,  and  thenoeforth  there  58 

Besolv'd  to  build  his  balefull  mansion 

In  drery  darkenes  and  continuall  feare 

Of  that  rocks  faU,  which  ever  and  anon 

Threates  with  huge  ruine  him  to  fall  upon. 

That  he  dare  never  sleepe,  but  that  one  eye 

Still  ope  he  keepes  for  that  occasion ; 

Ne  ever  rests  he  in  tranquillity, 

The  roring  billowes  beat  his  bowre  so  boygtrously. 

Ne  ever  is  he  wont  on  ou^t  to  feed  69 

But  todes  and  irogs,  his  pasture  poysonous, 

"Which  in  his  cold  complexion  doe  breed 

A  filthy  blood,  or  humour  ranoourous, 

Matter  of  doubt  and  dread  suspitious. 

That  doth  with  curelesse  care  consume  the  hart, 

Corrupts  the  stomacke  wkh  gaU  vitious, 

Cross-cuts  the  liver  wiih  intemall  smart, 

And  doth  transfixe  the  soule  with  deathes  etemall  dart 
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Tet  can  lie  never  dye,  but  dying  lives,      ^  CO 

And  doth  himselfe  with  sorrow  new  sostaine, 

That  death  and  life  attonoe  unto  him  ^ives, 

And  painefall  pleasure  tumes  to  pleasing  paine. 

There  dwels  he  ever,  miserable  swaine, 

Hatefnll  both  to  himselfe  and  every  wight ; 

Where  he,  through  privy  griefe  and  horrour. 

Is  woxen  so  deform'd,  that  he  has  qui^icht 

Forgot  he  was  a  man,  and  G^loey  is  hight. 


CANTO  XI. 

Britomart  ohaeeth  OITTphaiit: 
FtndM  Soudftinour  distrett : 

AMajres  th«  boase  of  Bnajrrcne, 
Where  lovet  tpo^es  are  expreet 

O  HATBFTTL  hellish  snake !  what  fiirie  furst 
Brought  thee  from  baleiiill  house  of  Proserpine, 
Where  in  her  bosome  she  thee  long  had  nurst, 
And  fostred  up  with  bitter  milke  of  tine ; 
Fowle  gealosy !  that  tumest  love  divine 
To  ioylesse  dread,  and  mak'st  the  loving  hart 
With  hatefiill  thoughts  to  languish  and  to  pine, 
And  feed  itselfe  with  selfe-consoming  smart. 
Of  all  the  passions  in  the  mind  thou  vilest  art! 

O  let  him  far  be  banished  away, 

And  in  his  stead  let  love  for  ever  dwell  I 

Sweete  love,  that  doth  his  golden  wings  embay 

In  blessed  nectar  and  pure  pleasures  well, 

Untroubled  of  vile  fcare  or  bitter  fell. 

And  ye,  faire  ladies,  that  your  Idngdomes  make 

In  th  harts  of  men,  them  goveme  wisely  well, 

And  of  faire  Britomart  ensample  take. 

That  was  as  trew  in  love  as  turtle  to  her  make. 

Who  with  Sir  Satyrancas  earst  ye  red. 
Forth  ryding  from  Malbeccoes  hostlesse  hous. 


Far  off  aspyde  a  young  man,  the  which  fled 

From  an  nuge  geaunt,  that  with  hideous 

And  hateful  outrage  long  him  chaced  thus ; 

It  was  that  Ollyplmnt,  the  brother  deare 

Of  that  Argant^  vile  and  vitious. 

From  whom  the  Sauyre  of  Dames  was  reft  whylerej 

This  all  as  bad  as  cOie,  and  worse,  if  worse  ought  were; 
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For  88  the  sister  did  in  feminine " 

And  filthy  lust  ezceede  all  womankindo ; 

So  he  surpassed  his  sex  masculine. 

In  beastly  use,  all  that  I  ever  finde : 

"WTiom  when  as  Britomart  beheld  behinde 

The  fearefuU  boy  so  greedily  poursew. 

She  was  emmoved  in  her  noble  miude 

T*  employ  her  puissaunce  to  his  reskew, 

And  pricked  fiercely  forward  where  she  did  him  tcw. 

Ke  was  Sir  Satyrane  her  far  behinde, 

But  with  hke  fiercenesse  did  ensew  the  chace : 

"VMiom  when  the  gyaunt  saw,  he  soone  resinde 

His  former  suit,  and  from  them  fled  apace : 

Thev  after  both,  and  boldly  bad  him  bace, 

And  each  did  strive  the  other  to  outgoe ; 

But  he  them  both  outran  a  wondrous  space. 

For  he  was  long  and  swift  as  any  roe, 

And  now  made  better  speed  t'escape  his  feared  foe. 

It  was  not  Satyrane,  whom  he  did  feare, 

But  Britomart,  the  flowre  of  chastity; 

For  he  the  powre  of  chaste  hands  might  not  beare. 

But  alwayes  did  their  dread  encounter  fly ; 

And  now  so  fast  his  feet  he  did  apply, 

That  he  hajs  gotten  to  a  forrest  neare, 

"VMiere  he  is  shrowded  in  security. 

The  wood  they  enter,  and  search  everie  where ; 

They  searched  diversely;  so  both  divided  were. 

Fayre  Britomart  so  long  him  followed. 
That  she  at  last  came  to  a  fountaine  sheare. 
By  which  there  lay  a  knight  all  wallowed 
Upon  the  grassy  ground,  and  by  him  near© 
His  haberieon,  nis  helmet,  and  his  speare : 
A  little  off,  his  shield  was  rudely  throwne, 
On  which  the  winged  boy  in  colours  cleare 
Depeinctcd  was,  full  easie  to  be  knowne, 
And  he  thereby,  wherever  it  in  field  was  showne. 

His  face  upon  the  grownd  did  groveling  ly, 
As  if  he  had  beene  slombring  in  the  shade ; 
That  the  brave  mayd  would  not  for  courtesy 
Out  of  his  quiet  slomber  him  abrade, 
IS  or  seeme  too  suddeinly  him  to  invade : 
Still  as  she  stood,  she  heard  with  grievous  throb 
Him  grone,  as  if  his  hart  were  peeces  made. 
And  with  most  painefull  pangs  to  sigh  and  sob, 
"^at  pitty  did  the  virgins  hart  of  patience  rob. 
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At  last  forth  breakinpf  into  bitter  plaintes  9 

He  sayd ;  "  O  soverayne  Lord  that  sit'at  on  hye 

And  raifiTist  in  blis  emongst  thy  blessed  saintes. 

How  simrest  thou  such  snamefull  cruelty 

So  long  unwreaked  of  thine  enimy  1 

Or  hast  thou.  Lord,  of  good  mens  cause  no  heed? 

Or  doth  thy  iustice  sleepe  and  silent  lyP 

What  booteth  then  the  good  and  righteous  deed, 

If  goodneese  find  no  grace,  nor  righteousnesse  no  meed ! 

'*  If  good  find  grace,  and  righteousnes  reward,  10 

Why  then  is  Amoret  in  caytive  band, 

Sith  that  more  bounteous  creature  nerer  far'd 

On  foot  upon  the  face  of  liring  land  1 

Or  if  that  hevenly  iustice  may  withstand 

The  wrongfull  outrage  of  unrighteous  men. 

Why  then  is  Busirane  with  wicked  hand 

Sufired,  these  seven  monethes  day,  in  secret  den 

My  lady  and  my  love  so  crudly  to  pen ! 

"  Mv  lady  and  my  love  is  cruelly  pend  11 

In  aolefiul  darkenes  from  the  vew  of  dav, 

Whilest  deadly  torments  doe  her  chast  brest  rend. 

And  the  sharpe  Steele  doth  rive  her  hart  in  tway, 

All  for  she  Scudamore  will  not  denay. 

Yet  thou,  vile  man,  vile  Scudamore,  art  sound, 

Ke  canst  her  ayde,  ne  canst  her  foe  dismay ; 

Unworthy  wretch  to  tread  upon  the  ground, 

For  whom  so  faire  a  lady  feedes  so  sore  a  wound.** 

There  an  huge  heape  of  singulfes  did  oppresse  12 

His  stru^ling  soule,  and  swelling  throbs  empeach 
His  foltnng  toung  with  pangs  of  drerinesse, 
Choking  the  remnant  of  his  plaintife  speach, 
As  if  his  dayes  were  come  to  their  last  reach. 
Which  when  she  heard,  and  saw  the  ghastly  fit 
Threatning  into  his  life  to  make  a  breach. 
Both  with  great  ruth  and  terrour  she  was  smit. 
Fearing  least  from  her  cage  the  wearie  soule  wold  flit. 

Tho,  stouping  downe,  she  him  amoved  light :  13 

Who,  therewith  somewhat  starting,  up  gan  looke. 

And  seeing  him  behind  a  stranger  Kmght, 

Whereas  no  hving  creature  he  mistooke, 

With  great  indi^aunce  he  that  si^fht  forsooke, 

And,  downe  againe  himselfe  disdamefully 

Abiecting,  th'  earth  with  his  faire  forhead  strooke: 

Which  the  bold  virgin  seeing,  gan  apply 

Fit  mcdcine  to  his  griefe,  and  spake  thus  courtesly : 
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'/Ah I  gentle  knight,  whose  deepe-conceiyed griefe  14 

Well  seemes  t'exceede  the  powre  of  patience, 

Yet,  if  that  hevenly  grace  some  gooa  reUefe 

You  send,  submit  you  to  High  fioyidence ; 

And  ever,  in  your  noble  hart,  prepense. 

That  all  the  sorrow  in  the  world  is  lesse 

Then  vertues  might  and  values  confidence : 

Por  who  nill  bide  the  burden  of  distresse. 

Must  not  here  thinke  to  live;  for  life  is  wretchednesse. 

"  Therefore,  faire  sir,  doe  comfort  to  you  take,  15 

And  freely  read  what  wicked  felon  so 

Hath  outra^g'd  you,  and  thrald  your  gentle  make. 

Perhaps  this  hand  may  help  to  ease  your  woe. 

And  wreake  y^our  sorrow  on  your  cruell  foe ; 

At  least  it  faure  endevour  will  ^ply." 

Those  feeling  words  so  near  the  quicke  did  goe, 

That  up  his  head  he  reared  easily ; 

And,  leaning  on  his  elbowe,  these  few  words  lett  fly: 

"  What  boots  it  plaine  that  cannot  be  redrest,  16 

Aiid  sow  vaine  sorrow  in  a  fruitlesse  eare ; 

Sith  powre  of  hand,  nor  skill  of  learned  brest, 

Ne  worldly  price,  cannot  redeeme  my  deare 

Out  of  her  thraldome  and  continual!  feare ! 

Por  he,  the  tyrant,  which  her  hath  in  ward, 

By  strong  enchauntments  and  blacke  magicke  leare. 

Hath  m  a  dungeon  deepe  her  close  embaM, 

And  many  dreadfuU  feends  hath  pointed  to  her  gard. 

"  ^eje  he  tormenteth  her  most  terribly,  17 

And  day  and  night  afflicts  with  mortall  paine, 

Because  to  yield  him  love  she  doth  deny. 

One  to  me  yold,  not  to  be  yolde  againe : 

But  yet  by  torture  he  would  her  constraint 

Ix)ye  to  conceive  in  her  disdainful!  brest: 

^1  so  she  doe,  she  must  in  doole  remaine, 

Ke  mav  by  living  meanes  be  thence  relest : 

W  hat  boots  it  then  to  plaine  that  cannot  be  redrest  1" 

With  this  sad  hersall  of  his  heavy  stresse  18 

Ihe  warhke  damzell  was  empassiond  sore, 

And  sayd ;  "  Su-  knight,  your  cause  is  nothing  lease 

Inen  is  your  sorrow  certes,  if  not  more : 

Por  nothmg  so  much  pitty  doth  implore 

As  gentle  ladyes  helplesse  misery : 

But  yet,  if  please  ye  listen  to  my  lore, 

I  will,  with  proofe  of  last  extremity, 

Dehver  her  fro  thence,  or  with  her  for  you  dy." 

Digitized  byVjOOQlC 


THE  FAEBIB  QT7BBNB.  393 

**  Ah !  gentlest  knight  aliye/*  sayd  ScncUonore,  19 

"  What  huffe  heroicke  magQanimity 

Pwells  in  thy  bounteous  brest  P  what  couldst  thou  more, 

If  shee  were  thine,  and  thou  as  now  am  I P 

O  spare  thy  happy  daies,  and  them  apply 

To  better  boot;  but  let  me  die  that  ought: 

More  is  more  losse;  one  is  enough  to  ayV* 

"  Life  is  not  lost,"  said  she,  '*  for  which  is  bought 

Endlesse  renowm;  that,  more  then  death,  is  to  be  sought.** 

Thus  she  at  length  persuaded  him  to  rise,  20 

And  with  her  wend  to  see  what  new  successe 

Mote  him  befall  unon  new  enterprise : 

His  armes,  which  he  had  vowed  to  disprofesse. 

She  gathered  up,  and  did  about  him  dresse. 

And  nis  forwandred  steed  unto  him  gott : 

So  forth  they  both  yfere  make  their  progr^se. 

And  march,  not  past  the  mountenaunce  of  a  shott. 

Till  they  arriy'd  whereas  their  purpose  they  did  plott. 

There  they  dismounting  drew  their  weapons  bold,  21 

And  stoutly  came  unto  the  castle  gate. 

Whereas  no  gate  they  found  them  to  withhold, 

Nor  ward  to  waite  at  mome  and  evening  late ; 

But  in  the  porch  that  did  them  sore  amate, 

A  flaming  nre  ymixt  with  smouldiy  smoke 

And  stinxing  sulphure,  that  with  griesly  nate 

And  dreadfwl  horror  did  all  entrauoce  choke, 

Enforced  them  their  forward  footing  to  revoke. 

Greatly  thereat  was  Britomart  dismayd,  ^ 

Ne  in  that  stownd  wist  how  herselfe  to  beare; 
For  daunger  vaine  it  were  to  have  assayd 
That  cruell  element,  which  all  things  feare, 
Ne  none  can  suffer  to  approachen  neare : 
And,  turning  backe  to  Scudamour,  thus  sayd ; 
"  What  monstrous  enmity  provoke  we  here  P 
Foolhardy  as  th'  earthes  children,  the  which  made 
Batteill  against  the  gods,  so  we  a  god  invade. 

"  Daunger  without  discretion  to  attempt,  23 

Inglorious,  beast-like,  is :  therefore,  Sur  Knight, 

Aread  what  course  or  you  is  safest  dempt, 

And  how  we  with  our  foe  majjr  come  to  fight." 

"  This  is,"  quoth  he,  "  the  dolorous  despight, 

Which  earst  to  you  I  playnd :  for  neither  may 

This  fire  be  quencht  by  any  witt  or  might, 

Ne  yet  by  any  meanes  remov'd  away ; 

So  mighty  be  th'  enchauntments  wmch  the  same  do  stay. 
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'*  What  is  there  ells  but  cease  these  fhdtlesse  paines,       24 

And  leave  me  to  my  former  lan^^hing ! 

Faire  Amorett  must  dwell  in  wicked  chaines, 

And  Scudamore  here  die  with  sorrowing !" 

"  Perdj  not  so/'  saide  shee ;  '*  for  shameful  thing 

Yt  were  t*abandon  noble  chevisannce, 

For  shewe  of  perill,  without  Tentoring : 

[Rather,  let  tiy  extremities  of  chaonce 

Then  enterpnsed  praise  for  dread  to  disavamice." 

Therewith,  resolv'd  to  prove  her  utmost  might,  25 

Her  ample  shield  she  threw  before  her  face. 

And  her  swords  point  directing  forward  right 

Assayld  the  flame ;  the  which  eftesoones  gave  place. 

And  did  itselfe  divide  with  equall  space, 

That  through  she  passed ;  as  a  thonder-bolt 

Perceth  the  vielding  ayre,  and  doth  displace 

The  soring  clouds  into  sad  showres  vmolt ; 

So  to  her  yold  the  flames,  and  did  their  force  revolt. 

Whom  whenas  Scudamour  saw  past  the  fire  28 

Safe  and  untoucht,  he  likewise  gan  assay 

With  greedy  will  and  envious  desire. 

And  bade  the  stubbome  flames  to  yield  him  way ; 

But  cruell  Mulciber  would  not  obay 

His  threatfull  pride,  but  did  the  more  augment 

His  mighty  rage,  and  with  imperious  sway 

Him  forst,  maulgre  his  fercenes,  to  relent. 

And  backe  retire  all  scorcht  and  pitifully  brent. 

With  huge  impatience  he  inly  swelt,  27 

More  for  great  sorrow  that  he  could  not  pas 

Then  for  the  burning  torment  which  he  felt; 

That  with  fell  woodnes  he  effierced  was, 

And  wilfully  him  throwing  on  the  gras 

Did  beat  and  bounse  his  head  and  Brest  luU  sore : 

The  whiles  the  championesse  now  entred  has 

The  utmost  rowme,  and  past  the  foremost  dore ; 

The  utmost  rowme  abounding  with  all  precious  stor  * 

For,  round  about  the  walls  yclothed  were  28 

With  goodly  arras  of  great  maiesty. 

Woven  with  golde  ana  silke  so  close  and  nere 

That  the  rich  metiil  lurked  privily. 

As  faining  to  be  hidd  from  envious  eye ; 

Yet  here  and  there,  and  every  where,  unware«. 

It  shewd  itselfe  and  shone  unwillingly ; 

like  to*  a  discolourd  snake,  whose  hidden  snares      [dares. 

Through  the  greene  gras  his  long  bright  bumisht  bark  de- 
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And  in  those  tapets  weren  fashioned  29 

Many  faire  pourtraicts,  and  many  a  faire  feate : 

And  all  of  love,  and  al  of  lusty-hed. 

As  seemed  by  their  semblaimt,  did  entreat : 

And  eke  all  Cupids  warres  they  did  repeate, 

And  croell  battailes,  which  he  whilome  foofl^ht 

Gainst  all  the  gods  to  make  his  empire  great ; 

Besides  the  huge  massacres,  which  ne  wrought 

On  mighty  kings  and  kesars  into  thraldome  brought 

Therein  was  writ  how  often  thondring  love  30 

Had  felt  the  point  of  his  hart-percing  dart, 

And,  leavinglieavens  Idngdome,  here  did  rove 

In  straunge  disguize,  to  smke  his  scalding  smart ; 

Now,  like  a  ram,  faire  Helle  to  pervart, 

Now,  like  a  bull,  Enropa  to  withdraw: 

Ah,  how  the  fearefuU  ladies  tender  hart 

Did  lively  seeme  to  tremble,  when  she  saw 

The  huge  seas  under  her  t*  obay  her  servaunts  law! 

Soone  after  that,  into  a  golden  showre  81 

Himselfe  he  chaung'd.  faire  Danae  to  vew ; 

And  through  the  roofe  of  her  strong  brasen  towre 

Did  raine  mto  her  lap  an  hony  dew ; 

The  whiles  her  foolish  garde,  that  little  knew 

Of  such  deceipt,  kept  th'  yron  dore  fast  bard, 

And  watcht  that  none  should  enter  nor  issew ; 

Yaine  was  the  watch,  and  bootlesse  all  the  ward, 

Whenas  tiie  god  to  golden  hew  himselfe  transfard. 

Then  was  he  tumd  into  a  snowy  swan,  32 

To  win  fair  Leda  to  his  lovely  trade : 

O  wondrous  skill,  and  sweet  wit  of  the  man. 

That  her  in  daffadillies  slee^in^  made 

From  scorching  heat  her  damtie  limbes  to  shade ! 

Whiles  the  proud  burd,  rufl&ng  his  fethers  wyde 

And  brushing  his  &ire  brest,  did  her  invade,  . 

She  slept ;  yet  twixt  her  eielids  closely  spyde 

How  towaras  her  he  rusht,  and  smiled  at  his  pryde. 

Then  shewd  it  how  the  Thebane  Semelee,  33 

Deceivd  of  jealous  luno,  did  re<)uire 

To  see  him  in  his  soverayne  maiestee 

Armd  with  his  thunderbolts  and  lightning  fire, 

"V^liens  dearely  she  with  death  bought  her  desire. 

But  fair  Alcmena  better  match  did  make, 

loying  his  love  in  likenes  more  entire : 

Three  nights  in  one  they  say  that  for  her  sake 

He  then  did  pat,  her  pleasures  lenger  to  partake. 

^        le 
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Twice  was  lie  seene  in  soaring  eagles  shape,  34 

And  with  wide  winges  to  beat  the  buxome  ajre : 
Once,  when  he  with  Asterie  did  scape ; 
Againe,  whenas  the  Troiane  boy  so  fajre 
He  snatcht  from  Ida  hill,  and  with  hun  bare : 
Wondrous  delight  it  was  there  to  behould 
How  the  rude  snepheards  after  him  did  stare, 
Trembling  through  feare  least  down  he  fallen  should 
And  often  to  him  calling  to  take  surer  hould. 

In  sat^n^es  shape  Antiopa  he  snatcht ;  85 

And  like  a  fire,  when  he  Aegin'  assi^d : 

A  shepeheard,  when  Mnemosyne  he  catcht ; 

And  like  a  serpent  to  the  Thracian  mayd. 

Whyles  thus  on  earth  great  loye  these  pageaunts  playd. 

The  winged  boy  did  thrust  into  his  throne. 

And,  scoffing,  thus  unto  his  mother  sayd ; 

"  Lo !  now  Uie  hcTens  ob^  to  me  alone. 

And  take  me  for  their  IoTe»  whiles  love  to  earth  is  gone.** 

And  thou,  faire  Phoebus,  in  thy  colours  bright  36 

Wast  there  enwoven,  and  the  sad  distresse 

In  which  that  boy  thee  plonged,  for  despight 

That  thou  bewray 'dst  his  mothers  wantonnesse, 

WTien  she  with  idars  was  meimt  in  joyfulnesse : 

Forthy  he  thrild  thee  with  a  leaden  dart 

To  love  fair  Daphne,  which  thee  loved  lesse ; 

Lesse  she  thee  lov'd  than  was  thy  iust  desart, 

Tet  was  thy  love  her  death,  and  her  death  was  thy  smart. 

So  lovedflt  thou  the  lusty  Hyadnct ;  37 

So  lovedst  thou  the  faire  Coronis  detue : 

Tet  both  are  of  thy  haplesse  hand  extinct ; 

Tet  both  in  flowres  doe  hve  and  love  thee  beare. 

The  one  a  paunce,  the  other  a  sweete-breare : 

For  griefe  whereof,  ye  mote  have  hvely  seene 

The  god  himselfe  rending  his  golden  heare. 

And  breaking  quite  his  garlond  ever  greene. 

With  other  signes  of  soirow  and  impi^ient  teene. 

Both  for  those  two,  and  for  his  owne  deare  sonne,  88 

The  Sonne  of  Climene,  he  did  repent; 

Wlio,  bold  to  guide  the  charet  of  the  sunne, 

Himselfe  in  thousand  peeces  fondly  rent. 

And  all  the  world  with  flashing  fier  brent ; . 

So  like,  that  all  the  walles  did  seeme  to  flame. 

Tet  cruell  Cupid,  not  herewith  content* 

Forst  him  eftsoones  to  follow  other  game, 

And  love  a  shepheards  dau^iter  for  nis  dearest  dame. 
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He  loved  Isse  for  his  dearest  dame,  89 

And  for  her  sake  her  cattell  fedd  awhile, 

And  for  her  sake  a  cowheard  vile  became : 

The  servant  of  Admetus,  cowheard  vile, 

Whiles  that  from  heaven  he  sabered  enle* 

Long  were  to  tbll  each  other  lovely  fitt ; 

Now,  like  a  lyon  huntinf^  after  spoile ; 

Now,  like  a  hag ;  now,  like  a  &mcon  flit : 

All  which  in  tl^  faire  arras  was  most  lively  writ. 

Next  nnto  him  was  Neptune  piotiired,  40 

In  his  divine  resemblance  wondrous  lyke : 

His  face  was  ruj^ged,  and  his  hoarie  bed 

Dropped  with  brackish  deaw :  his  threeforkt  pyke 

He  steamly  shooke,  and  therwith  fierce  did  stryke 

The  raging  billowes,  that  on  every  syde 

They  tremoling  stood,  and  made  a  long  broad  dyke, 

That  his  swift  charet  might  have  passage  wyde. 

Which  foure  great  hippodames  did  draw  in  teem-^rise  tyde. 

His  seahorses  did  seeme  to  snort  smayne,  41 

And  from  their  nosethriUes  blow  the  orjmie  streame 

That  made  the  sparckUng  waves  to  smoke  agayne 

And  flame  with  gold ;  but  the  white  fomy  creame 

Did  shine  with  suver,  and  shoot  forth  his  beame : 

The  god  himselfe  did  pensive  seeme  and  sad. 

And  hong  adowne  his  head  as  he  did  dreame ; 

For  privy  love  his  brest  empierced  had, 

Ne  ought  but  deare  Bisaltis  ay  could  inake  him  glad. 

He  loved  eke  Iphimedia  deare,  42 

And  Aeolus  faire  daughter,  Arn^  hight. 

For  whom  he  turned  himselfe  into  a  steare, 

And  fedd  on  fodder  to  b^uile  her  si^ht. 

Also,  to  win  Dencalions  ouuighter  bright, 

He  turned  nimselfe  into  a  dolphin  fayre ; 

And,  hke  a  winged  horse,  he  tooke  his  flight 

To  snaky-locke  Medusa  to  repayre, 

On  whom  he  got  faire  Pegasus  that  flitteth  in  the  ayre. 

Next  Saturne  was,  (but  who  would  ever  weene  43 

That  sullein  Saturne  ever  weend  to  loveP 

Tet  love  is  sullein,  and  Satumlike  seene. 

As  he  did  for  Erigone  it  prove,) 

That  to  a  ceaitaure  did  himselfe  transmove. 

So  proov'd  it  eke  that  gratio>is  god  of  wine, 

When,  for  to  compasse  PhiUiws  hard  love. 

He  tumd  himselfe  into  a  fruitfull  vine. 

And  into  her  fiure  botome  made  his  grapes  decline. 
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Long  were  to  teU  the  amorous  assayes,  4i 

And  gentle  pangaes,  wiUi  which  he  maked  meeke 

The  mightie  Mars,  to  leame  his  wanton  playes ; 

How  oft;  for  Venus,  and  how  often  eek 

For  many  other  nymphes,  he  sore  did  shreek ; 

With  womanish  tear^,  and  with  onwarHke  smarts^ 

Privily  moystening  his  horrid  cheeke : 

There  was  he  painted  full  of  burning  dartes. 

And  many  wiae  woundes  launched  through  his  inner  partes. 

Ne  did  he  spare  (so  cruell  was  the  elfe)  45 

His  owne  deare  mother,  (ah !  why  should  he  so  P) 

Ne  did  he  spare  sometime  to  pricke  himselfe. 

That  he  might  taste  the  sweet  consuming  woe, 

Which  he  had  wrought  to  many  others  moe. 

But,  to  declare  the  moumAill  tragedyes 

And  spoiles  wherewith  he  all  the  ground  did  strow. 

More  eath  to  number  with  how  many  eyes 

High  heven  beholdes  sad  lovers  nightly  theeveiyes. 

lOngs,  queenes,  lords,  ladies,  knights,  and  damsels  gent»   46 

Were  heap'd  toj^ether  with  the  vulgar  sort> 

And  mingled  with  the  raskall  rablement, 

Without  respect  of  person  or  of  port, 

To  shew  Dan  Cupids  powre  and  great  efi<Srt : 

And  round  about  a  border  was  entrayld 

Of  broken  bowes  and  arrowes  shivered  short ; 

And  a  long  bloody  river  through  them  rayld. 

So  lively,  and  so  like,  that  living  senoe  it  fayld. 

And  at  the  upper  end  of  that  faire  rowme  47 

There  was  an  altar  built  of  pretious  stone. 

Of  passing  valew  and  of  ^at  renowme. 

On  which  there  stood  an  miage  all  alone 

Of  massy  gold,  which  with  his  owne  light  shone  i 

And  winges  it  had  with  sondry  colours  dight, 

More  sondry  colours  then  the  proud  pavone 

Beares  in  his  boasted  fan,  or  Ins  bright, 

When  her  discolourd  bow  she  spreads  tbrough  heven  bright. 

Blyndfold  he  was ;  and  in  his  cmell  fist  48 

A  mortall  bow  and  arrowes  keene  did  hold. 

With  which  he  shot  at  randon  when  him  Hst, 

Some  headed  with  sad  lead,  some  with  pure  gold ; 

(Ah !  man,  beware  how  thou  those  dartes  behold !) 

A  wounded  dragon  under  him  did  ly, 

Whose  hideous  tayle  his  lefle  foot  did  Aifold, 

And  with  a  shaft  was  shot  through  either  eye. 

That  no  man  forth  might  draw,  ne  no  man  remedye. 
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And  nndemeath  his  feet  was  written  thoSy  40 

Unto  the  Victor  (jfthe  gods  this  bee: 

And  all  the  people  in  that  ample  hoos 

Did  to  that  image  bowe  their  humble  knee. 

And  oft  committed  fowle  idolatiee. 

That  wondrous  sight  faire  Britomart  amazd, 

Ne  seeing  could  her  wonder  satis  fie, 

Bat  ever  more  and  more  ujK>n  it  gazd. 

The  whiles  the  passing  brigntnes  her  fraile  sences  dazd. 

Tho,  as  she  backward  cast  her  busie  eye  60 

To  search  each  secrete  of  that  goodly  sted, 

Orer  the  dore  thus  written  she  did  spye. 

Bee  hold:  3 lie  oil  and  oft  it  over-red. 

Yet  could  not  End  what  senoe  it  figured : 

But  whatso  were  therein  or  writ  or  ment. 

She  was  no  whit  thereby  discouraged 

From  prosecuting  of  her  first  intent, 

But  forward  with  bold  steps  into  the  next  roome  went 

Much  fayrer  then  the  former  was  that  roome,  51 

And  richlier,  by  many  partes,  arayd: 

Tor  not  with  arras  made  in  painefull  loome. 

But  with  pure  gold  it  all  was  overlayd, 

"Wrought  with  wUde  antickes  which  their  foUies  playd 

In  the  rich  metall,  as  they  living  were: 

A  thousand  monstrous  formes  therein  were  made, 

Such  as  false  Love  doth  oft  upon  him  weare ; 

For  love  in  thousand  monstrous  formes  doth  oft  appeare. 

And.  all  about,  the  glistring[  walles  were  hong  62 

With  warlike  spoiles  and  with  victorious  prayes 

Of  miffhtie  conquerours  and  captaines  strong. 

Which  were  wlulome  cap^ved  m  their  dayes 

To  cruell  love,  and  wrought  their  owne  decayes : 

Their  swerds  and  speres  were  broke,  and  hauberques  rent. 

And  their  proud  girlonds  of  tryumphant  bayes 

Trodden  in  dust  with  fury  insolent, 

To  shew  the  victors  might  and  memless  intent. 

The  warlike  majd,  beholding  earnestly  63 

The  goodlv  ordmaunce  of  this  rich  place. 

Bid  greatly  wonder;  ne  could  satisfy 

Her  greedy  eyes  with  gazing  a  long  space: 

But  more  she  mervaild  that  no  footings  trace 

Nor  wi^t  appeard,  but  wasteful!  emptiness 

And  soiemne  silenoe-over  all  that  place: 

Straunge  thing  it  seem'd,  that  none  was  to  possesse 

So  rich  purveyaunce,  ne  them  keepe  with  carefnlnesse. 
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And,  as  ehe  lookt  about,  she  did  behold  54 

How  over  that  same  dore  was  likewise  writ, 

Be  holde,  he  holde,  and  every  where,  Be  bold; 

That  mach  she  muz'd,  yet  could  not  construe  it 

By  any  ridling  skill  or  commune  wit. 

At  last  she  spyde  at  that  rowmes  upper  end 

Another  yron  dore,  on  which  was  wnt. 

Be  not  too  hold;  whereto  though  she  did  bend 

Her  earnest  minde,  yet  wist  not  what  it  might  intend. 

Thus  she  there  wayted  until!  eventyde,  65 

Yet  living  creature  none  she  saw  appeare. 

And  now  sad  shadowes  gan  the  world  to  hvde 

From  mortall  vew,  and  wrap  in  darkenes  cfrearei 

Yet  nould  she  d'off  her  weary  armes,  for  feare 

Of  secret  daunger,  ne  let  sleepe  onpresse 

Her  heavy  eyes  with  natures  Durdein  deare, 

But  drew  herselfe  aside  in  sickernesse, 

And  her  welpointed  wepons  did  about  her  dresse. 


CANTO  xn. 

The  miske  of  Cupid,  and  tb*  enchacn- 

ted  chamber  are  displayd ; 
Whence  Britomart  redeemes  falre  A- 

moret  through  charmes  decayd. 

Tho,  whenas  chearelesse  night  ycovered  had 

Fayre  heaven  with  an  imiversaU  clowd. 

That  every  wi^ht  dismayd  with  darkenes  sad 

In  silence  and  m  sleepe  themselves  did  shrowd, 

She  heard  a  shrilling  trompet  sound  alowd, 

Signe  of  nigh  battaill,  or  got  victory: 

Nought  therewith  daunted  was  her  courage  prowd, 

But  rather  stird  to  cruell  enmity, 

Expecting  ever  when  some  foe  ehe  might  descry. 

With  that,  an  hideous  storme  of  winde  arose. 
With  dreadfull  thunder  and  hghtning  atwizt, 
And  an  earthquake,  as  if  it  streight  would  lose 
The  worids  foundations  from  his  centre  fixt: 
A  direfull  stench  of  smoke  and  sulphure  mixt 
Ensewd,  whose  noyaunce  fild  the  learefuU  sted 
From  the  fourth  ho^Te  of  night  untill  the  sixt ; 
Yet  Uie  bold  Britonesse  was  nousht  ydred. 
Though  much  emmov'd,  but  steofast  still  persevered. 
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All  suddeinly  a  stormy  wliirlwind  blew  3 

Throughout  the  house,  that  clapped  every  dore. 

With  which  that  yron  ticket  open  flew, 

As  it  with  mighty  levers  had  bene  tore ; 

And  forth  yssewd,  as  on  the  readie  flore 

Of  some  the4tre,  a  grave  personage 

That  in  his  hand  a  braunch  of  laurell  bore. 

With  comely  haveour  and  oount'nance  sage, 

Yclad  in  costly  garments  fit  for  tragicke  stage. 

Proceeding  to  the  midst  he  stil  did  stand,  4 

As  if  in  mmde  he  somewhat  had  to  say ; 

And  to  the  vuh^are  beckning  with  his  hand, 

In  signe  of  silence,  as  to  heare  a  play. 

By  lively  actions  he  gan  bewray 

Some  argument  of  matter  passioned; 

Which  doen,  he  backe  retjrred  soft  away. 

And  passing  by,  his  name  discovered, 

Ease,  on  his  robe  in  golden  letters  cyphered. 

The  noble  mayd  still  standing  all  this  vewd,  6 

And  merveild  at  his  straungo  intendiment  i 

With  that  a  ioyous  fellowship  issewd 

Of  minstrales  making  goodly  meriment. 

With  wanton  bardes,  and  rvmers  impudent; 

All  which  together  song  fbu  chearefully 

A  lay  of  loves  delight  with  sweet  concent: 

After  whom  marcht  a  lolly  company^ 

In  manner  of  a  maske,  enrangea  orderly. 

The  whiles  »  most  delitiocis  harmony  6 

In  ftdl  strao&ge  notes  was  sweetly  heard  to  sound. 

That  the  rare  sweetnesse  of  the  melody 

The  feeble  sences  wholy  did  confound. 

And  the  frayle  soule  in  deepe  delight  nigh  drownd: 

And,  when  it  ceast,  shrill  trompets  lowd  did  bray. 

That  their  report  did  far  away  rebound; 

And,  when  tney  ceast,  it  gan  againe  to  play, 

The  whiles  the  maskers  marched  forth  in  trim  araj. 

The  first  was  Fansy,  like  a  lovely  boy  7 

Of  rare  aspect  and  beautie  without  peare, 

Matchable  either  to  that  ympe  of  Iroy, 

Whom  love  did  love  and  chose  his  cup  to  beare; 

Or  that  same  daintie  lad,  which  was  so  deare 

To  great  Alcides,  that,  whenas  he  dyde. 

He  wailed  womanlike  with  many  a  teare. 

And  every  wood  and  every  valley  wyde 

He  fiUd  with  Hylas  name ;  the  nymphes  eke  Hyhis  ciydo. 
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His  garment  neither  was  of  silke  nor  say,  8 

But  paynted  plumes  in  goodly  order  dight, 

Like  as  the  sunburnt  Inoians  do  aray 

Their  tawney  bodies  in  their  proudest  plight : 

As  those  suame  plumes,  so  seemd  he  vame  and  light. 

That  by  his  gate  might  easily  appeare ; 

For  stil]  he  rar'd  as  dauncing  in  delight, 

And  in  his  hand  a  windy  fan  did  beare» 

That  in  the  y die  ayre  he  mor'd  still  here  and  theare. 

And  him  beside  marcht  amorous  Desjrre,  9 

Who  seemd  of  ryper  yeares  then  th*  other  swayne, 

Yet  was  that  other  swayne  this  elders  syre, 

And  gave  him  bein^,  commune  to  them  twayne : 

His  garment  was  disguysed  very  vayne. 

And  his  embrodered  Donet  sat  awry: 

Twixt  both  his  hands  few  sparks  he  close  did  strayne, 

Which  still  he  blew  and  kindled  busily. 

That  soone  they  life  conceiv'd,  and  forth  in  flames  did  fly. 

Next  after  him  went  Doubt,  who  was  ydad  10 

In  a  discoloured  cote  of  straunge  disguyse, 

That  at  his  backe  a  brode  capuccio  haa. 

And  sleeves  dependaunt  Albanes^-wyse; 

He  lookt  askew  with  lus  mistrustfull  eyes, 

And  nycely  trode,  as  thomee  lay  in  his  way. 

Or  that  the  flore  to  shrinke  he  aid  avyse ; 

And  on  a  broken  reed  he  still  did  stay 

His  feeble  steps,  which  ahrunok  when  hard  tiiereon  he  lay. 

With  him  went  Daunger,  cloth'd  in  ragged  weed  U 

Made  of  beares  skin,  that  him  more  dr^fuU  made ; 

Yet  his  owne  face  was  dreadfull,  ne  did  need 

Straunge  horrour  to  deforme  his  griesly  shade : 

A  net  m  th'  one  hand,  and  a  rusty  blade 

In  th'  other  was ;  this  Mischiefe,  that  Mishap ; 

With  th'  one  his  foes  he  threatned  to  invade. 

With  th*  other  he  his  friends  ment  to  enwrap : 

For  whom  he  could  not  kill  he  practkd  to  entrap. 

Next  him  was  Feare,  all  arm'd  from  top  to  toe,  12 

Yet  thought  himselfe  not  safe  enough  thereby, 

But  feard  each  shadow  moving  to  or  froe ; 

And,  his  owne  armes  when  ghtteiing  he  did  spy 

Or  dashing  heard,  he  fast  away  did  fly. 

As  adbes  pale  of  hew,  and  winged  heela; 

And  evermore  on  Daunger  fixt  his  eye, 

Gainst  whom  he  alwaj^es  bent  a  brasen  shield, 

Which  his  ri^t  hand  unarmed  fearefolly  did  wield. 
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Witli  him  went  Hope  in  rancke,  a  handsome  majd,         13 

Of  chearefull  looke  and  lovely  to  behold; 

In  silken  samite  she  was  light  arayd. 

And  her  fayre  lookes  were  woven  up  in  gold : 

She  alway  smyld,  and  in  her  hand  aid  hold 

An  holy-water-sprinckle,  dipt  in  deowe, 

With  which  she  sprinckled  fayours  manifold 

On  whom  she  list,  and  did  great  liking  sheowe, 

Great  liking  unto  many,  but  true  lore  to  feowe. 

And  after  them  Dissemblaunce  and  Suspect  14 

Marcht  in  one  rancke,  yet  an  unequall  paire ; 

For  she  was  gentle  and  of  milde  asp^t, 

Courteous  to  all  and  seeming  debonaire, 

Groodly  adorned  and  exceeding  faire ; 

Yet  was  that  all  but  paynted  and  purloyned. 

And  her  bright  browes  were  deckt  with  borrowed  haire ; 

Her  deeds  were  forged,  and  her  words  false  co^nd, 

And  alwaies  in  her  hand  two  clewes  of  siike  she  twynd : 

But  he  was  fowle,  ill  favoured,  and  grim,  IS 

Under  his  eiebrowes  looking  still  askaunce; 

And  ever,  as  Dissemblaunce  laught  on  him, 

Her  lowrd  on  her  with  daungerous  eye-glaunce. 

Shewing  his  nature  in  his  oountenaunce ; 

His  rolGng  eies  did  never  rest  in  place, 

But  walkte  each  where  for  feare  of  hid  mischaunce. 

Holding  a  lattis  still  before  his  face, 

Throu^  which  he  stil  did  peep  as  forward  he  did  pace. 

Next  him  went  Griefe  and  Fury  matcht  yfere ;  16 

Gkiefe  all  in  sable  sorrowfully  clad, 

Downe  han^^ing  his  dull  head  with  heavy  chere. 

Yet  inly  bemg  more  then  seeming  sad: 

A  paire  of  pincers  in  his  hand  he  liad. 

With  which  he  pinched  people  to  the  hart. 

That  from  thenceforth  a  wretched  life  they  ladd, 

In  willfull  languor  and  consuming  smart, 

Dying  each  day  with  inward  wounds  of  dolours  dart. 

But  Fury  was  fall  ill  appareiled  17 

In  raffs,  that  naked  nigh  she  did  appeare, 

Whith  ghastly  looks  and  dreadful!  drerihed ; 

And  from  her  backe  her  garments  she  did  teare. 

And  from  her  head  ofte  rente  her  snarled  heare : 

In  her  right  hand  a  firebrand  shee  did  tosse 

About  her  head,  still  roaming  here  and  there; 

As  a  dismayed  deare  in  chaoe  erabost, 

Forgetfuli  of  his  safety,  hath  his  right  way  lost 

^^  .gitized  by  Google 


40i  THB  riBSis  Qusxirs. 

After  them  went  Displeasure  and  Fleasaunce,  18 

He  loo^'inp:  lompish  and  full  sullein  sad. 

And  haDging  downe  his  heavy  countenaunce: 

She  cheajrfull,  fresh,  and  full  of  ioyaunce  glad. 

As  if  no  sorrow  she  ne  felt  ne  drad; 

That  evill  matched  paire  they  seemd  to  bee : 

An  angry  waspe  th*  one  in  a  viall  had, 

Th*  other  in  hers  an  hony  lady-bee. 

Thus  marched  these  six  couples  forth  in  faire  degree. 

After  all  these  there  marcht  a  most  faire  dame,  19 

Led  of  two  prysie  villeins,  th*  one  Despight, 

The  other  cleped  Cruelty  by  name : 

She  dolefull  lady,  like  a  drearr  spright 

Cald  bv  strong  charmes  out  of  etemall  nighty 

Had  Deathes  own  ymage  figurd  in  her  face. 

Full  of  sad  signes,  fearfuU  to  Uving  sight; 

Yet  in  that  horror  shewd  a  seemely  grace, 

And  with  her  feeble  feete  did  move  a  comely  pace. 

Her  brest  all  naked,  as  nett  yrory  20 

Without  adome  of  gold  or  silver  bright. 

Wherewith  the  crarbesman  wonts  it  beautify, 

Of  her  dew  honour  was  despoyled  quight ; 

And  a  wide  wound  therein  (O  ruefull  sight !) 

Entrenched  deep  with  knyfe  accursed  keene. 

Yet  freshly  bleeding  forth  her  fainting  spright, 

(The  worke  of  cruell  hand)  was  to  be  scene. 

That  dyde  in  sanguine  red  her  skin  all  snowy  cleene. 

At  that  wide  orifice  her  trembling  hart  21 

Was  drawne  forth,  and  in  silver  basin  lavd, 

Quite  through  transfixed  with  a  deadly  dart. 

And  in  her  blood  vet  steeming  fresh  embayd. 

And  those  two  villeins  (which  her  steps  upstayd. 

When  her  weake  feete  could  scarcely  her  sustaine. 

And  fading  vitall  powres  gan  to  fade,) 

Her  forward  still  with  torture  did  eonstraine, 

And  evermore  encreased  her  consuming  paine. 

Next  after  her,  the  winged  god  himselfe  22 

Came  nding  on  a  lion  ravenous, 

Taught  to  obay  the  menage  of  that  elfe 

That  man  and  beast  with  powre  imperious 

Subdeweth  to  his  kingdome  t3a*annoas : 

His  blindfold  eies  he  bad  awhile  unbinde. 

That  his  proud  spoile  of  that  same  dolorous 

Paire  dame  he  might  behold  in  i>erfect  kiude ; 

Which  seene,  he  much  reioyced  in  his  cruell  minde. 
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Of  which  ful  prowd,  himself  uprearing  hye  23 

He  looked  round  abont  with  eterne  disdayne, 

And  did  survay  his  goodly  company; 

And,  marshallmg  the  evil-ordered  trayne, 

With  that  the  darts  which  his  right  hand  did  straine 

Full  dreadfully  he  shooke,  that  all  did  quake, 

And  clapt  on  hye  his  coulourd  winges  twaine, 

That  all  his  many  it  affraide  did  make : 

Tho,  blinding  him  againe,  his  way  he  forth  did  take. 

Behinde  him  was  Eeproch,  Eepentannce,  Shame ;  24 

Beproch  the  first,  Shame  next,  Eepent  behinde ; 

iBepentaunce  feeble,  sorrowful!,  and  lame ; 

Iteproch  despightfuJ,  oarelesse,  and  unkinde; 

Shame  most  ill-favourd,  bestiall,  and  blinde : 

Shame  lowrd,  Eepentaunce  sighd,  Keproch  did  scould; 

E-eproch  sharpe  stings,  Repentaunce  whips  entwinde. 

Shame  burning  brond-yrons  in  her  hand  did  hold : 

AH  three  to  ea^  unlike,  yet  all  made  in  one  mould. 

And  after  them  a  rude  confused  rout  25 

Of  persons  flockt,  whose  names  is  hard  to  read : 

Emongst  them  was  steme  Strife;  and  Anger  stout; 

Unquiet  Care;  and  fond  Unthriflyhead; 

Lewd  Losse  of  Time;  and  Sorrow  seeming  dead; 

Inconstant  Chaunge;  and  false  Disloyalty; 

Consuming  Riotise;  and  guilty  Dread 

Of  heavenly  vengeaunce;  faint  Infirmity; 

Vile  Poverty;  and,  lastly,  Death  with  infamy. 

There  were  full  many  moe  like  maladies,  26 

Whose  names  and  natures  I  note  readen  well ; 

So  many  moe,  as  there  be  phantasies 

In  wavering  wemens  witt,  that  none  can  tell, 

Or  paines  in  love,  or  punishments  in  hell : 

AU  which  disguized  mareht  in  masking-wise 

About  the  chamber  by  the  damozell : 

And  then  returned,  having  marched  thrise. 

Into  the  inner  rowme  from  whence  they  first  did  rise. 

So  BOone  as  they  were  in,  the  dore  streightway  27 

Fast  locked,  driven  with  that  stormy  blast 

Which  first  it  opened,  and  bore  all  away. 

Then  the  brave  maid,  which  al  this  while  was  plast 

In  secret  shade,  and  saw  both  first  and  last, 

Issewed  forth  and  went  unto  the  dore 

To  enter  in.  but  fownd  it  locked  fast: 

In  yaine  she  thought  with  rigorous  uprore 

For  to  efibroe,  w\^  oharmcs  had  dosed  it  afore. 
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Where  force  mifAt  not  ayaile»  there  sleights  and  art       23 

She  cast  to  use,  both  fitt  for  hard  empnze : 

Forthy  from  that  same  rowme  not  to  depart 

Till  morrow  next  shee  did  herselfe  avize, 

When  that  same  maske  againe  should  forth  arize. 

The  morrowe  next  appeard  with  iouyoos  cheare, 

Calling  men  to  their  daily  exercize ; 

Then  she,  as  morrow  fresh,  herselfe  did  reare 

Out  of  her  secret  stand  that  day  for  to  outweare. 

AH  that  day  she  outwore  in  wandering  29 

And  gazing  on  that  chambers  ornament. 

Till  that  againe  the  second  eyening 

Her  covered  with  her  sable  yestiment, 

Wherewith  the  worlds  faire  beautie  she  hath  blent: 

Then,  when  the  second  watch  was  ahnost  past. 

That  brasen  dore  flew  open,  and  in  went 

Bold  Britomart,  as  she  had  late  forecast. 

Nether  of  ydle  showes  nor  of  false  charmes  agjiast. 

Sp  soone  as  she  was  entred,  rownd  about  90 

Shee  cast  her  eies  to  see  what  was  become 

Of  all  those  persons  which  she  saw  without. 

But  lo !  they  streight  were  yanisht  all  and  some ; 

Ne  hying  wight  she  saw  in  all  that  roome. 

Save  that  same  woeful!  ladj;  both  whose  hands 

Were  bounden  fast,  that  did  her  ill  become. 

And  her  small  waste  girt  rownd  Ttdth  yron  bands 

Unto  a  brasen  pillour,  by  the  which  she  stands. 

And,  her  before,  the  yile  enchaunter  sate,  31 

Figuring  straunge  ohardcters  of  his  art; 

With  liying  blood  he  those  characters  wrate, 

Dreadfully  dropping  from  her  dying  hart, 

Seeming  transnxed  with  a  cruel!  dcu*t : 

And  all  perforce  to  make  her  him  to  loye. 

Ah !  who  can  loye  the  worker  of  her  smart ! 

A  thousand  charmes  he  formerly  did  prove; 

Yet  thousand  charmes  could  not  her  stedfast  hart  remove. 

Soon  as  that  virgin  knight  he  saw  in  place,  32 

His  wicked  bookes  in  hast  he  overthrew, 

Not  caring  his  long  labours  to  deface; 

And,  fiercely  runnmg  to  that  lady  trew, 

A  murdrous  knife  out  of  his  pocket  drew, 

The  which  he  thought,  for  vuleinous  despight, 

In  her  tormented  bodie  to  embrew: 

But  the  stout  damzell  to  him  leaping  light 

His  cursed  hand  withlield,  and  maistei^  his  might. 
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From  Her,  to  whom  his  fury  first  he  ment,  83 

The  wicked  weapon  rashly  he  did  wrest, 

And,  turning  to  nerselfe  his  fell  intent, 

Unwares  it  strooke  into  her  snowie  chest, 

That  litle  drops  empurpled  her  faire  brest. 

Exceeding  wroth  therewith  the  virgin  grew, 

Albe  the  wound  were  nothing  deepe  imprest, 

And  fiercely  forth  her  mortall  blade  she  drew, 

To  give  him  the  reward  for  such  vile  outrage  dew. 

So  mightilv  she  smote  him,  that  to  ground  31 

He  fell  halfe  dead;  next  stroke  him  should  have  slaine. 
Had  not  the  lady,  which  by  him  stood  bound, 
Demly  unto  her  called  to  abstaine 
From  doing  him  to  dy;  for  else  her  paine 
Should  be  rem^dilcsse;  sith  none  but  hee 
Which  wrought  it  could  the  same  recure  againe. 
Therewith  she  stayd  her  hand,  loth  stayd  to  bee ; 
For  life  she  him  envyde,  and  long'd  revenge  to  see. 

And  to  him  said ;  "  Thou  wicked  man,  whose  meed         35 

For  so  huge  mischiefe  and  vile  villany 

Is  death,  or  if  that  ought  doe  death  exceed ; 

Be  sure  that  nought  may  save  thee  from  to  dy; 

But  if  that  thou  mis  dame  do  presently 

Restore  unto  her  health  and  former  state ; 

This  doe,  and  live ;  els  dye  undoubtedly." 

He,  glad  of  life,  that  lookt  for  death  but  late, 

Did  yield  himselfe  right  willing  to  prolong  his  date  i 

And  rising  up  gan  streight  to  over-looke  33 

Those  cursed  leaves,  his  charmes  back  to  reverse: 

Full  dreadfull  thinges  out  of  that  balefull  booke 

He  red,  and  measur'd  many  a  sad  verse. 

That  horrour  gan  the  virgins  hart  to  perse, 

And  her  faire  locks  up  stared  stifie  on  end. 

Hearing  him  those  same  bloody  lynes  reherse; 

And,  all  the  while  he  red,  she  did  extend 

Her  sword  high  over  him,  if  ought  he  did  ofiend. 

Anon  she  gan  perceive  the  house  to  quake,  37 

And  all  the  dores  to  rattle  round  about; 

Yet  all  that  did  not  her  dismaied  make. 

Nor  slack  her  threaten  hand  for  daungors  dout, 

But  still  with  stedfast  eye  and  courage  stout 

Abode,  to  weet  what  end  would  come  of  all : 

At  last  that  mightie  chaine,  which  round  about 

Her  tender  waste  was  wound,  adowne  gan  fall. 

And  that  great  brasen  pillour  broke  in  peeces  smaU. 
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The  craell  Steele,  which  thrild  her  dying  hart,  88 

Fell  softly  forth,  as  of  his  owne  accord ; 

And  the  wyde  wound,  which  lately  did  dispart 

Her  bleeding  brest  and  riyen  bowels  gor'd. 

Was  closed  up  as  it  had  not  heene  sor'd ; 

And  every  part  to  safety  full  sownd. 

As  she  were  neyer  hurt,  was  soone  restord : 

Tho,  when  she  felt  herselfa  to  be  uubownd 

And  perfect  hole,  prostnta  she  fell  unto  the  growndi 

Before  faire  Britomart  tuhe  fell  prostr4te.  89 

Saying ;  "Ah !  noble  knight,  wnat  worthy  meede 

Can  wretched  lady,  quitt  from  wofiill  state, 

Yield  you  in  lieu  of  this  your  gracious  deed  P 

Your  yertue  selfe  her  owne  reward  shall  breed, 

Eyen  immortall  pravse  and  glory  wyde. 

Which  I  your  vassal],  by  your  prowesse  freed, 

Shall  through  the  world  make  to  be  notifyde, 

And  goodly  well  advaunce  that  goodly  well  waa  tryde." 

But  Britomart,  uprearing  her  from  grownd,  10 

Said ;  "  Gentle  dame,  roward  enough  I  weene. 

For  many  labours  more  than  I  have  found. 

This,  that  in  safetie  now  I  have  vou  scene, 

And  meane  of  ^our  deliverance  have  beene : 

Henceforth,  faire  lady^  comfort  to  you  take. 

And  put  away  rememorance  of  late  teene ; 

Insted  thereof,  know  that  your  loving  make 

Hath  no  lease  griefe  endured  for  your  gentle  sake. 

She  much  waa  cheard  to  heare  him  mentiond,  41 

Whom  of  all  livinc  wightos  she  loved  best 

Then  laid  the  noble  championesse  strong  bond 

Upon  th*  enchaunter  whicn  had  her  distrest 

So  sore,  and  with  foule  outrages  opprest : 

With  that  great  chaine,  wherewith  not  long  ygoe 

He  bound  that  pitteous  lady  prisoner  now  relest, 

Himselfe  she  bound,  more  worthy  to  be  so. 

And  captive  with  her  led  to  wretchednesse  and  wo. 

Betuming  back,  those  goodly  rowmes  which  erat  43 

She  saw  so  rich  and  royallv  arayd, 

Now  vanisht  utterly  and  cleane  subverst 

She  found,  and  all  their  glory  quite  decayd ; 

Tliat  sight  of  such  a  chaunge  her  much  (usmayd. 

Thence  forth  descending  to  that  perlous  porch. 

Those  dread  full  flames  she  also  found  delay  d 

And  quenched  quite  hke  a  consumed  torch. 

That  erat  dl  entrera  won,  ao  cruelly  to  aooreh. 
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More  easie  issew  now  then  entrance  late 

She  found ;  for  now  that  fained  dreadfoll  flame. 

Which  chokt  the  porch  of  that  enchaonted  gate 

And  passage  bard  to  aU  that  thither  came 

Was  yanisnt  quite,  as  it  were  not  the  same, 

And  gave  her  leave  at  pleasure  forth  to  passe. 

Th'  enchaunter  selfe,  which  all  that  fraud  did  frame 

To  have  efforst  the  love  of  that  faire  lasse, 

Seeing  his  worke  now  wasted,  deepe  engrieved  was. 

But  when  the  victoresse  arrived  there  41 

Where  late  she  left;  the  pensife  Scudamore 
With  her  own  trusty  squire,  both  full  of  fcare, 
Neither  of  them  she  found  where  she  them  lore : 
Thereat  her  noble  hart  was  stonisht  sore ; 
But  most  faire  Amoret,  whose  gentle  spright 
Now  ^an  to  feede  on  hope,  which  she  before 
Conceived  had,  to  see  her  own  deare  knight^ 
Being  thereof  beguyld,  was  fild  with  new  affright. 

But  he,  sad  man,  when  he  had  long  in  drede  45 

Awaiyted  there  for  Britomarts  retume. 

Yet  saw  her  not,  nor  signe  of  her  good  speed, 

His  expectation  to  despaire  did  turne, 

Misdeeming  sure  that  ner  those  flames  did  bume ; 

And  therefore  gan  advize  with  her  old  squire, 

Who  her  deare  noursHngs  losse  no  lease  did  moume, 

Thence  to  depart  for  further  aide  t*  enquire : 

Where  let  them  wend  at  will,  whilest  here  I  doe  respire. 
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THE  ragffcd  forliead,  that  witK  grave  foresight  1 

Welds  kingdomes  causes  and  i^aires  of  state, 
My  looser  rimes,  I  wote,  doth  sharply  wite 
For  pnusing  love  as  I  have  don6  of  late. 
And  magnifying  lovers  deare  debate ; 
By  which  fiiile  youth  is  oft  of  follie  led, 
Through  false  allurement  of  that  pleasing  baite. 
That  better  were  in  vertues  discipled, 
Then  with  vaine  poemes  weeds  to  have  their  fancies  fed. 

Sach  ones  ill  iudge  of  love,  that  cannot  love,  2 

Ne  in  their  frosen  hearts  feele  kindly  flame : 

Forthy  they  ought  not  thing  imknowne  reprove, 

Ne  natural!  affection  faultlesse  blame 

For  fault  of  few  that  have  abudd  the  same ! 

For  it  of  honor  and  all  vertue  is 

The  roote,  and  brings  forth  glorious  flowres  of  fame. 

That  crowne  true  lovers  witn  immortall  blis. 

The  meed  of  them  that  love,  and  do  not  live  amisse. 

Which  whoso  list  looke  backe  to  former  ages,  8 

And  call  to  connt  the  things  that  then  were  donne. 

Shall  find  that  all  the  workes  of  those  wise  sages. 

And  brave  exploits  which  great  heroes  wonne, 

In  love  were  either  ended  or  begunne : 

Witnesse  the  father  of  Philosopnier 

Wliich  to  his  Critias,  shaded  oft  from  sonne. 

Of  love  fiill  manie  lessons  did  apply. 

The  which  these  stoicke  e«nsours  cannot  well  deny. 

To  such  therefore  I  do  not  sing  at  all ;  4 

But  to  that  sacred  saint  my  soveraigne  aueene, 

In  whose  chast  brest  all  bountie  naturall 

And  treasures  of  true  love  enlocked  beene, 

Bove  all  her  sexe  that  ever  yet  was  scene ; 

To  her  I  sinff  of  love,  that  loveth  best. 

And  best  is  lov'd  of  all  alive  I  weene ; 

To  her  this  song,  most  fitly  is  addreet,  [blest 

The  Queene  of  Love,  and  Prince  of  Peace  from  heaven 
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Wliicli  that  she  may  the  better  deispe  to  heare,  9 

Do  thou,  dread  infant,  Venus  dearling  dove, 
From  her  high  spirit  chase  imperious  feare, 
And  use  of  awfuil  maiestie  remove : 
Insted  thereof  with  drops  of  melting  loye, 
Deawd  with  ambrosiall  Kisses,  by  thee  gotten 
From  thy  sweete-smyling  mother  from  above, 
Sprinckle  her  heart,  and  naughtie  courage  soften, 
That  she  may  hearke  to  love,  and  reade  this  lesson  often. 


CANTO  L 

Fajrre  Britomart  sares  Am<»et : 

DaesM  discord  breedes 
Twixt  Scudamoar  and  Blaodamonr: 

Their  fight  and  warlike  deedet. 

Of  lovers  sad  calamities  of  old 

Full  many  piteous  stories  doe  remaine, 

But  none  more  piteous  ever  was  ytold 

Then  that  of  Amorets  hart-binding  chaine, 

And  this  of  Florimels  unworthie  paine : 

The  deare  compassion  of  whose  bitter  fit 

My  softned  heart  so  sorely  doth  constraine. 

That  I  with  teares  full  oft  doe  pittie  it, 

And  oftentimes  doe  wish  it  never  had  bene  writ. 

For,  from  the  time  that  Scudamour  her  bought 

In  perilous  fight,  slie  never  ioyed  day ; 

A  perilous  fight !  when  he  with  force  her  brought 

From  twentie  knights  that  did  hira  all  assay ; 

Yet  fairely  well  he  did  them  all  dismay, 

And  with  great  ^lorie  both  the  shield  of  Love 

And  eke  the  ladie  selfe  he  brought  away ; 

Whom  having  wedded,  as  did  hira  behove, 

A  new  unknowen  mischiefe  did  from  him  remove. 

For  that  same  vilo  enchauntour  Bus3rran, 
The  veiy  selfe  same  day  that  she  was  wedded. 
Amidst  the  bridale  feast,  whitest  every  man 
Surcharg'd  with  wine  were  heedlesse  and  ill-hedded. 
All  bent  to  mirth,  before  the  bride  was  bedded. 
Brought  in  that  mask  of  love  which  late  was  showen ; 
And  there  the  ladie  ill  of  friends  bestedded. 
By  way  of  sport,  as  oft  in  maskee  is  knowen. 
Conveyed  quite  away  to  li?ing  wight  unknowen. 
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Seven  moneths  he  so  her  kept  in  bitter  smart,  4 

Because  his  sinfnll  lust  she  would  not  serve, 

Until!  such  time  as  noble  Britomart 

Beleased  her,  that  else  was  hke  to  sterre 

Through  cruell  knife  that  her  deare  heart  did  kervo: 

And  now  she  is  with  her  upon  the  way 

Marching  in  lovely  wise,  that  could  deserve 

Ko  spot  of  blame,  though  spite  did  oft  assay 

To  blot  her  with  dishonor  of  so  faire  a  pray. 

Yet  should  it  be  a  pleasant  tale,  to  tell  5 

The  diverse  usage,  and  demeanure  daint, 

That  each  to  other  made,  as  oft  befell : 

For  Amoret  right  fearefiill  was  and  faint 

Lest  she  with  blame  her  honor  should  attaint, 

That  evene  word  did  tremble  as  she  spake. 

And  everie  looke  was  coy  and  wondrous  quaint. 

And  everie  limbe  that  touched  her  did  quake; 

Yet  should  she  not  but  curteous  countenance  to  her  make. 

For  well  she  wist,  as  true  it  was  indeed,  6 

That  her  live's  lord  and  patrone  of  her  health 

Bight  well  deserved,  as  his  duefull  meed. 

Her  love,  her  service,  and  her  utmost  wealth : 

All  is  his  iustly  that  all  freely  deal'th. 

Nathlesse  her  honor  dearer  then  her  life 

She  sought  to  save,  as  thing  reserved  from  stealth; 

Die  had  she  lever  with  enchanters  knife 

Then  to  be  false  in  love,  profeat  a  virgine  wife. 

Thereto  her  feare  was  made  so  much  the  greater  7 

Through  fine  abusion  of  that  Briton  mayd ; 

Who,  for  to  hide  her  fained  sex  the  better 

And  maske  her  wounded  mind,  both  did  and  sayd 

Full  manv  thin^  so  doubtful!  to  be  wayd. 

That  well  she  wist  not  what  by  them  to  gesse : 

For  otherwhiles  to  her  she  purpos  made 

Of  love,  and  otherwhiles  of  lustfidnesse. 

That  much  she  feard  liis  mind  would  grow  to  some  exoetse. 

His  will  she  feard ;  for  him  she  surely  thought  8 

To  be  a  man,  such  as  indeed  he  seemed ; 

And  much  the  more,  by  that  he  lately  wrought, 

When  her  from  deadly  thraldome  he  redeemed, 

For  which  no  service  she  too  much  esteemed : 

Yet  dread  of  shame  and  doubt  of  fowle  dishonor 

Made  her  not  yeeld  so  much  as  due  she  deemed. 

Yet  Britomart  attended  duly  on  her, 

Ab  wdl  became  a  knigkt,  and  did  to  her  all  h<mor. 
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It  SO  befell  one  eyening  that  tiiey  came  9 

Unto  a  castell,  lod^^  there  to  bee, 

Where  many  a  knight,  and  many  a  lovely  dame. 

Was  then  assembled  deeds  of  armes  to  see : 

Amongst  all  which  was  none  more  faire  then  shee. 

That  many  of  them  mov'd  to  eye  her  sore. 

The  custome  of  that  place  was  each,  that  hee, 

Which  had  no  love  nor  lemman  there  in  store, 

Should  either  winne  him  one,  or  lye  without  die  dore. 

Amongst  the  rest  there  was  a  ioUy  knight, 

Who,  being  asked  for  his  loye,  ayow*d  I.' 

That  fairest  Amoret  was  his  by  right. 

And  ofired  that  to  iustifie  alowd. 

The  warlike  virgine,  seeing  his  so  prowd 

And  boastfull  ohalen^e,  wexed  inlie  wroth. 

But  for  the  present  did  her  anger  shrowd; 

And  savd,  her  love  to  lose  she  was  full  loth. 

But  dther  he  should  neither  of  them  have,  or  both. 

So  foorth  tiiey  went,  and  booth  together  giusted ;  II 

But  that  same  younker  soone  was  overthrowne. 

And  made  repent  that  he  had  rashly  lusted 

For  thing  unlawfuU  that  was  not  his  owne : 

Tet  since  he  seemed  valiant,  though  unknowne, 

She,  that  no  lesse  was  courteous  tnen  stout. 

Cast  how  to  salve,  that  both  the  custome  showne 

Were  kept,  and  yet  that  knight  not  locked  out ; 

That  seem'd  full  nard  t'accord  two  things  so  far  in  doat. 

The  seneschall  was  cal*d  to  deeme  the  right ;  13 

Whom  she  requir'd,  that  first  fayre  Amoret 

Might  be  to  her  allow'd,  as  to  a  kniffht 

That  did  her  win  and  free  from  ohalenge  set : 

Which  straight  to  her  was  yeelded  without  let : 

Then,  since  that  strange  knights  love  from  him  was  quitted, 

She  claim'd  that  to  herselfe,  as  ladies  det, 

He  as  a  knight  might  iustly  be  admitted ; 

So  none  should  be  out  shu^  sith  all  of  loves  were  fitted. 

With  that,  her  glistring  helmet  she  unlaced ;  13 

Which  dofl,  her  golden  lockes,  that  were  unbound 

Still  in  a  knot,  unto  her  heeles  downe  traced. 

And  like  a  silken  veile  in  compasse  round 

About  her  backe  and  all  her  bodie  wound : 

Like  as  the  shining  skie  in  summers  night, 

What  time  the  daves  with  scorching  heat  abound, 

Is  creasted  all  with  lines  of  firie  light, 

That  it  prodigious  seemes  in  common  peoples  sight. 
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Snch,  when  those  knights  and  ladies  all  about  14 

Beheld  her,  all  were  with  amazement  smit, 

And  every  one  gan  grow  in  secret  dout 

Of  this  and  that,  according  to  each  wit : 

Some  thought  that  some  enchantment  fkygned  it  s 

Some,  that  Bellona  in  that  warlike  wise 

To  them  appear'd,  with  shield  and  armour  fit ; 

Some,  that  it  was  a  maske  of  strange  disguise : 

So  diversely  each  one  did  sundrie  doubts  devise. 

But  that  voung  knight,  i^ch  through  her  gentle  deed    15 

Was  to  that  goodly  fellowship  restored. 

Ten  thousana  thankes  did  yeeld  her  for  her  meed. 

And.  doubly  overcommen,  her  ador*d : 

So  diid  they  all  their  former  strife  accord ; 

And  eke  fayre  Amoret,  now  freed  from  feare. 

More  franke  affection  did  to  her  afford ; 

And  to  her  bed,  which  she  was  wont  forbeare, 

Now  freely  drew,  and  found  right  safe  assurance  theare : 

Where  all  that  night  they  of  their  loves  did  treat,  16 

And  hard  adventures,  twixt  themselves  alone. 

That  each  the  other  gan  with  passion  great 

And  griefull  pittie  privately  bemone. 

The  morow  next,  so  soone  as  Titan  shone. 

They  both  uprose,  and  to  their  waies  them  dight : 

Long  wandred  they,  yet  never  met  with  none 

That  to  their  wiiles  could  them  direct  aright. 

Or  to  them  tydings  tell  that  mote  their  hiurts  delight 

Lo  thus  they  rode,  till  at  the  last  they  spide  17 

Two  armed  knights  that  toward  them  did  pace. 

And  ech  of  them  had  reding  by  his  side 

A  ladie,  seeming  in  so  iarre  a  space : 

But  ladies  none  they  were,  albee  in  face 

And  outward  shew  faire  semblance  they  did  beare ; 

For  under  maske  of  beautie  and  ^ood  grace 

Vile  treason  and  fowle  falshood  hidden  were. 

That  mote  to  none  but  to  the  warie  wise  appeare. 

The  one  of  them  the  false  Duessa  hight,  18 

That  now  had  chang'd  her  former  wonted  hew; 

For  she  could  d'on  so  manie  shapes  in  sight, 

As  ever  could  camelcon  colours  new ; 

So  could  she  for^  all  colours,  save  the  trew : 

The  other  no  whit  better  was  then  shee, 

But  that,  such  as  she  was,  she  plaine  did  shew ; 

Yet  otherwise  much  worse,  if  worse  might  bee. 

And  dayly  more  offensive  unto  each  degree : 
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Her  name  was  At^,  mother  of  debate  19 

And  all  dissention  which  doth  dayly  ffrow 

Amongst  fraile  men,  that  many  a  pubiike  state 

And  manj  a  private  ofb  doth  overthrow. 

Her  false  Duessa,  who  full  well  did  know 

To  be  most  fit  to  trouble  noble  knights 

Which  hunt  for  honor,  raised  from  oelow 

Out  of  the  dwellings  of  the  damned  spriffhts, 

Where  she  in  darknes  wastes  her  ouned  daies  and  nights. 

Hard  by  the  gates  of  hell  her  dwelling  is ;  20 

There,  whereas  all  the  plagues  and  harmes  abound 

Which  punish  wicked  men  that  walke  amisse : 

It  is  a  oarksome  delve  farre  under  ground, 

With  thomes  and  barren  brakes  environd  round, 

That  none  the  same  may  easily  out  win ; 

Yet  many  waies  to  enter  may  be  found, 

But  none  to  issue  forth  when  one  is  in ; 

For  discord  harder  is  to  end  then  to  begin. 

And  all  within,  the  riven  walls  were  hung  21 

With  raffged  monuments  of  times  forepast. 

All  which  the  sad  effects  of  discord  sung : 

There  were  rent  robes  and  broken  scepters  plast; 

Altars  defyld,  and  holy  things  defast ; 

Disshivered  speares,  and  shields  ytome  in  twaine ; 

Great  cities  nmsackt,  and  strong  castles  rast : 

Nations  captived,  and  huge  armies  slaine : 

Of  all  whijon  ruines  there  some  relicks  did  xemainei 

T^ere  was  the  signe  of  antique  Babylon ;  22 

Of  fatall  Thebes ;  of  Eome  that  raigned  long ; 

Of  sacred  Salem ;  and  sad  Bion, 

For  memorie  of  which  on  high  there  hong 

The  golden  apple,  cause  of  afl  their  wrong, 

For  which  the  three  faire  goddesses  did  strive : 

There  also  was  the  name  of  Nimrod  strong ; 

Of  Alexander,  and  his  princes  five 

Which  shar'd  to  them  the  spoiles  that  he  had  got  alive : 

And  there  the  relicks  of  the  drunken  fray,  23 

The  which  amongst  the  Lapithees  befell : 

And  of  the  bloome  feast,  which  sent  away 

8o  many  centaures  drunken  soules  to  hell. 

That  under  great  Alcides  furie  fell : 

And  of  the  dreadfull  discord,  which  did  drive 

The  noble  Ar^nauts  to  outrage  fell. 

That  each  of  life  sought  others  to  deprive. 

All  mindlesse  of  the  goldeen  fleece,  which  made  them  ttrive. 
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And  eke  of  private  persons  many  moe,  24 

That  were  too  Ions;  a  worke  to  count  them  all ; 

Some,  of  Bwome  triends  that  did  their  faith  forgoe ; 

Some,  of  borne  brethren  prov'd  annatnrali : 

Some,  of  deare  loyers  foes  perpetual! : 

Witnesse  their  broken  bandes  there  to  be  seene. 

Their  girlonds  rent,  their  bowres  despoyled  all ; 

The  moniment3  whereof  there  byding  beene, 

As  plaine  as  at  the  first  when  they  were  fresh  and  greene. 

Such  was  her  house  within ;  but  all  without,  25 

The  barren  ground  was  full  of  wicked  weedes. 

Which  she  herselfe  had  sowen  all  about, 

Now  growen  great,  at  first  of  little  seedes, 

The  seedes  of  evill  wordes  and  factious  deedes ; 

Which,  when  to  ripenesse  due  they  growen  arre, 

Bring  forth  an  infinite  increase,  that  breedes 

Tumultuous  trouble,  and  contentious  iarre. 

The  which  most  often  end  in  bloudshed  and  in  warre. 

And  those  same  cursed  seedes  doe  also  serve  2b 

To  her  for  bread,  and  yeeld  her  living  food : 

For  life  it  is  to  her,  when  others  sterve 

Through  mischievous  debate  and  deadly  feood. 

That  she  may  sucke  their  life  and  drinke  their  blood. 

With  which  she  from  her  childhood  had  bene  fed : 

For  she  at  first  was  borne  of  hellish  brood. 

And  by  infemall  furies  nourished ; 

That  by  her  monstrous  shape  might  easily  be  red. 

Her  face  most  fowle  and  filthy  was  to  see,  27 

With  squinted  eyes  contrdrie  wayes  intended. 

And  loathlv  mouth,  unmeete  a  mouth  too  bee. 

That  nought  but  gall  and  venim  comprehended. 

And  wicked  wordes  that  God  and  man  offended: 

Her  lying  tongue  was  in  two  parts  divided. 

And  both  the  parts  did  speake,  and  both  contended ; 

And  as  her  tongue  so  was  her  hart  discided. 

That  never  thought  one  thing,  but  doubly  stil  was  guided. 

Als  as  she  double  spake,  so  heard  she  double,  28 

With  matchlesse  eares  deformed  and  distort, 

Fild  with  false  rumors  and  seditious  trouble. 

Bred  in  assemblies  of  the  vulgar  sort. 

That  still  are  led  with  every  light  report  : 

And  as  her  eares,  so  eke  her  feet  were  odde. 

And  much  unlike ;  ih'  one  long,  the  other  short. 

And  both  misplast ;  that,  when  th'  one  forward  yode^ 

The  oUier  bacKe  retired  and  ccmtdurie  trode. 
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Xiikewise  nnequall  were  her  handea  twaine ;  23 

That  one  did  reach,  the  other  pusht  away ; 

That  one  did  make,  the  other  mard  affaine, 

And  sought  to  bring  all  things  unto  decay ; 

Wherebv  great  riches,  gathered  manie  a  day, 

She  in  short  space  did  often  bring  to  nought, 

And  their  possessours  often  did  cQsmay : 

Por  all  her  studie  was  and  all  her  thought 

How  she  might  overthrow  the  things  that  Concord  wrought. 

So  much  her  malice  did  her  might  surpas,  90 

That  even  th'  Almightie  selfe  she  did  maligne, 

Because  to  man  so  mercifull  he  was, 

And  unto  all  bis  creatures  so  beni^e, 

Sith  she  herselfe  was  of  his  grace  mdigne : 

For  all  this  worlds  faure  worKmanship  she  tride 

Unto  his  last  confusion  to  bring. 

And  that  great  golden  chaine  quite  to  divide. 

With  which  it  blessed  Concord  hath  together  tide. 

Such  was  that  hag,  which  with  Duessa  roade ;  81 

And,  serving  her  m  her  maUtious  use 

To  hurt  good  knights,  was,  as  it  were,  her  baude 

Te  sell  her  borrowed  beautie  to  abuse : 

For  though,  like  withered  tree  that  wanteth  iuyce. 

She  old  and  crooked  were,  vet  now  of  late 

As  fresh  and  fragment  as  the  floure-deluoe 

She  was  become,  by  chaunge  of  her  estate. 

And  made  full  goodly  ioyance  to  her  new-found  mate : 

Her  mate,  he  was  a  iollie  youthfull  knight,  32 

That  bore  great  sway  in  armes  and  chivalne. 

And  was  indeed  a  man  of  mickle  might ; 

His  name  was  Blandamour,  that  did  descrie 

His  fickle  mind  fiill  of  inconstancie : 

And  now  himselfe  he  fitted  had  ri^htweU 

With  two  companions  of  like  qualitie, 

Faithlesse  Duessa,  and  false  Paridell, 

That  whether  were  more  false,  full  hard  it  is  to  teU. 

19'ow  when  this  gallant  with  his  goodly  crew  33 

From  farre  espiae  the  famous  Bntomart, 

Like  knight  adventurous  in  outward  vew. 

With  his  faire  paragon,  his  conquests  part, 

Approching  nigh ;  eftsoones  his  wanton  hart 

Was  tickled  with  delight,  and  iesting  sayd; 

"  Lo !  there,  Sur  Fftriifel,  for  your  desart, 

G^ood  lucke  presents  you  with  yond  lovely  mayd, 

For  j^tie  that  ye  want  a  fellow  for  your  ayd. 
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By  that  tHe  lovely  paire  drew  ni^h  to  hond :  Zi 

Whom  whenas  Paridel  more  pkme  beheld, 

Albee  in  heart  he  like  affection  fond. 

Yet  mindfull  how  he  late  by  one  was  feld 

That  did  those  armes  and  that  same  scutchion  weld. 

He  had  small  lost  to  buy  his  love  so  deare, 

But  answered ;  "  Sir,  him  wise  I  never  held, 

That,  having  once  escaped  perill  neare, 

Would  afterwards  afresh  the  sleeping  evill  reare. 

"  This  knight  too  late  his  manhood  and  his  might  85 

I  did  assav,  that  me  right  dearely  cost ; 

Ne  list  I  for  revenge  provoke  new  fight, 

Ne  for  hght  ladies  love,  that  soone  is  lost.'* 

The  hot  spurre  youth  so  scorning  to  be  orost, 

**  Take  then  to  you  this  dame  of  mine,"  quoth  hee, 

"  And  I,  without  your  perill  or  your  cost, 

Will  chalenge  yond  same  other  for  my  fee." 

So  forth  he  fiercely  prickt,  that  one  hmi  scarce  could  see. 

The  warlike  Britonesse  her  soone  addrest,  36 

And  with  such  uncouth  welcome  did  receave 

Her  fa3rned  paramour,  her  forced  guest, 

That,  being  forst  his  saddle  sooue  to  leave, 

Himselfe  he  did  of  his  new  love  deceave ; 

And  made  himselfe  th*  ensample  of  his  follie. 

Which  done,  she  passed  forth,  not  taking  leave. 

And  left  him  now  as  sad  as  whilome  iolhe, 

Well  warned  to  beware  with  whom  he  dar*d  to  dallie. 

Which  when  his  other  companie  beheld,  87 

They  to  his  succour  ran  witn  readie  ayd ; 

And!,  finding  him  unable  once  to  welo. 

They  reared  him  on  horse-backe  and  upstayd, 

Till  on  his  way  they  had  him  forth  convayd : 

And  all  the  way,  with  wondrous  griefe  of  mynd 

And  shame,  he  shewd  himselfe  to  be  dismavd 

More  for  the  love  which  he  had  left  behynd. 

Then  that  which  he  had  to  Sir  Paridel  resynd. 

Nathlesseheforthdidmarch,  well  as  he  might,  88 

And  made  good  semblance  to  his  companie. 

Dissembling  his  disease  and  evill  plight ; 

Till  that  ere  long  they  chaunced  to  espie 

Two  other  knights,  that  towards  them  did  ply 

With  speedie  course,  as  bent  to  charge  them  news 

Whom  whenas  Blaadamour  approchmg  nie 

Perceiv'd  to  be  such  as  they  seemd  in  vew, 

He  was  Mi  wo^  and  gan  his  former  griefe  renew. 
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Por  th'  one  of  item  he  perfectly  descride  39 

To  be  Sir  Scudamoar,  Ojy  that  he  bore 

The  god  of  love  with  wings  displayed  wide,) 

Whom  mortally  he  hated  evermore. 

Both  for  his  worth,  that  all  men  did  adore, 

And  eke  because  his  love  he  wonne  by  right  : 

Which  when  he  thought,  it  grieved  him  mil  sore. 

That,  through  the  bruses  of  his  former  fight. 

He  now  unable  was  to  wreake  his  old  despight. 

Forthy  he  thus  to  Faridel  bespake*:  40 

"  Faire  Sir,  of  friendship  let  me  now  you  pray. 

That  as  I  late  adventured  for  your  sake, 

The  hurts  whereof  me  now  from  battell  stay. 

Ye  will  me  now  with  like  good  tume  repay. 

And  iustifie  my-  cause  on  yonder  knight." 

"  Ah !  Sir,"  said  Faridel,  "  do  not  dismay 

Yourselfe  for  this ;  myselfe  will  for  you  fight, 

As  ye  have  done  for  me :  The  left  hand  rubs  the  right." 

With  that  he  put  his  spurres  unto  his  steed,  41 

With  speare  in  rest,  and  toward  him  did  fare, 

Like  shaft  out  of  a  bow  preventing  speed. 

But  Scudamour  was  shortly  well  aware 

Of  his  approch,  and  gan  himselfe  prepare 

Him  to  receive  with  entertainment  meete. 

So  furiously  they  met,  that  either  bare 

The  other  downe  under  their  horses  feete. 

That  what  of  them  became  themselves  did  soarsly  weetc. 

As  when  two  billowes  in  the  Irish  sowndes,  42 

Forcibly  driven  with  contr&rie  tydes. 

Do  meete  together,  each  abacke  rebowndes 

With  roaring  rage ;  and  dashing  on  all  sides. 

That  fiUeth  all  the  sea  with  fome,  divydes 

The  doubtfull  current  into  divers  wayes : 

So  fell  those  two  in  spight  of  both  their  prydes ; 

But  Scudamour  himselfe  did  soone  uprajrse, 

And,  mounting  light,  his  foe  for  lying  long  upbrayes. 

Who,  rolled  on  an  heape,  lay  stil  in  swound  43 

All  carelesse  of  his  taunt  and  bitter  rayle ; 
Till  that  the  rest  him  seeing  lie  on  ground 
Ban  hastily,  to  weete  what  did  him  ayle : 
Where  finding  that  the  breath  gan  him  to  fayle. 
With  busie  care  they  strove  him  to  awake. 
And  doft  his  helmet,  and  undid  his  mayle : 
So  much  they  did,  that  at  the  last  they  brake 
His  slomber,  yet -so  mazed  that  he  notiiing  spake. 
BB  2 
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Which  whenas  Blandamour  beheld,  he  sajd ;  44 

*•  False  faitour  Scudamour,  that  haat  by  aught 

And  foule  advantage  this  good  knight  dismayd, 

A  knight  mnch  better  then  thyselfe  behight. 

Well  falles  it  thee  that  I  woi  not  in  plight 

This  day,  to  wreake  the  danunage  by  thee  donne ! 

Such  is  thy  wont,  that  still  when  any  knight 

Is  weakned,  then  thou  doest  him  overronne : 

So  hast  thou  to  thyselfe  false  honour  often  wonne." 

He  little  answered,  but  m  manly  heart  45 

His  mightie  indignation  did  forbeare ; 

Which  was  not  yet  so  secret,  but  some  part 

Thereof  did  in  his  frouning  face  appeare : 

Like  as  a  gloomie  doud,  the  which  doth  beare 

An  hideous  storme,  is  by  the  northeme  blast 

Suite  overblowne,  yet  doth  not  passe  so  cleare 
ut  that  it  all  the  skie  doth  overcast 
With  darknes  dred,  and  threatens  all  the  world  to  mat 

"Ah!  gentle  knight,"  then  false  Buessa  sayd,  46 

"  Why  do  ye  strive  for  ladies  love  so  sore, 

Whose  chiefe  desire  is  love  and  friendly  aid 

Mongst  gentle  knights  to  nourish  evermore  I 

l^e  be  ve  wroth,  Su*  Scudamour,  therefore, 

That  she  your  love  list  love  another  knight, 

Ne  do  yourselfe  dislike  a  whit  the  more ; 

For  love  is  free,  and  led  with  selfe-delight, 

Ne  will  enforced  be  with  maisterdome  or  might." 

So  false  Duessa :  but  vile  At^  thus ;  47 

*'  Both  foolish  knights,  I  can  but  laugh  at  both. 

That  strive  and  storme  with  stirre  outrageous 

For  her,  that  each  of  jou  ahke  doth  loth. 

And  loves  another,  with  whom  now  she  go*th 

In  lovely  wise,  and  sleepes,  and  sports,  and  playes ; 

"VVTiilest  both  you  here  with  many  a  cursed  oth 

Sweare  she  is  yours,  and  stirre  up  bloudie  fitiyes. 

To  win  a  willow  bough,  whilest  other  weares  the  bayes. 

**  Vile  hag,"  sayd  Scudamour,  "  why  dost  thou  lye,  48 

And  falsly  seekst  a  virtuous  wight  to  shame  P" 

*'  Fond  knight,"  sayd  she,  "  the  thing  that  with  this  eye 

I  saw,  why  should  I  doubt  to  tell  the  sameP" 

*'  Then  tell,"  quoth  Blandamour,  *'  and  feare  no  blame; 

Tell  what  thou  saw'st,  maulgre  whoso  it  heares." 

"  I  saw,"  quoth  she,  "  a  straunger  knight,  whose  name 

I  wote  not  well,  but  in  his  shield  he  beares 

(That  well  I  wote)  the  heads  of  many  broken  speares} 
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*'  I  saw  him  have  your  Amoret  at  will ;  49 

I  Baw  him  kisse ;  I  saw  him  her  embrace; 

I  saw  him  sleepe  with  her  all  night  his  fill; 

All,  manie  nights ;  and  manie  by  in  place 

That  present  were  to  testifie  the  case." 

Whicn  whenas  Scudamour  did  heare,  his  heart 

Was  thrild  with  inward  griefe:  as  when  in  ohace 

The  Parthian  strikes  a  stag  with  shivering  dart, 

The  beast  astonisht  stands  in  middest  of  his  smart ; 

So  stood  Sir  Scudamonr  when  this  he  heard,  5C 

Ne  word  he  had  to  speake  for  great  dismay. 

But  lookt  on  Glauc^  grim,  who  woxe  afeard 

Of  outrage  for  the  words  which  she  heard  say, 

Albee  untrue  she  wist  them  by  assay. 

But  Blandamour,  whenas  he  did  espie 

His  chaunge  of  cheere  that  anguish  did  bewray, 

He  woxe  full  blithe,  as  he  had  got  thereby. 

And  gan  thereat  to  triumph  without  viotorie. 

** Lo !  recreant."  sayd  he,  "the  fruitlesse  end  51 

Of  thy  vaine  boast,  and  spoile  of  love  misgotten. 

Whereby  the  name  of  knijfht-hood  thou  dost  shend. 

And  all  true  lovers  with  dishonor  blotten : 

All  things  not  rooted  well  will  soone  be  rotten." 

**Fv,  fy,  false  knight,"  then  false  Daessacryde, 

"  Unworthv  life,  that  love  with  guile  hast  gotten ; 

Be  thou,  whereever  thou  do  go  or  ryde. 

Loathed  of  ladies  all,  and  of  all  knights  defyde  !*' 

But  Scudamour,  for  passing  gre&t  despight,  52 

Staid  not  to  answer ;  scarcely  did  refraine 

But  that  in  all  those  knights  and  ladies  sight 

He  for  revenge  had  guiltlesse  Glauc^  slaine : 

But,  being  past,  he  thus  began  amaine; 

"  False  traitour  squire,  false  squire  of  falsest  knight. 

Why  doth  mine  hand  from  thine  avenge  abstaine, 

Whose  lord  hath  done  my  love  this  foule  despight ! 

Why  do  I  not  it  wreake  on  thee  now  in  my  might! 

**  Discourteous,  disloyall  Britomart,  53 

Untrue  to  Grod,  and  unto  man  uniust ! 

What  veng^ce  due  can  equall  thj  desart. 

That  hast  with  shamefuU  spot  of  smfull  lust 

Defil'd  the  pledge  committed  to  thy  trust! 

Let  ugly  shame  and  endlesse  infamy 

Colour  thy  name  with  foule  reproaches  rust ! 

Yet  thou,  false  squire,  his  fault  shall  deare  aby. 

And  with  thy  punishment  his  penance  shalt  supply. 
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The  seed  dame  him  seeing  so  enraged  54 

Was  dead  with  feare ;  naSilesse  as  neede  required 

His  flaming  furie  sought  to  have  assuaj^ed 

With  sober  words,  tlmt  sofieranoe  desured 

Till  time  the  tryall  of  her  truth  expyred ; 

And  evermore  sought  Britomart  to  deare : 

But  he  the  more  with  Airious  rage  was  fyred. 

And  thrise  his  hand  to  kill  her  aid  upreare, 

And  thrise  he  drew  it  backe :  so  did  at  last  forbeare. 


CANTO  n. 

BUndamonr  winnes  false  Florimell  t 

Paridell  for  her  striTet: 
Tliey  are  accorded:  Agap^ 

Doth  lengthen  her  aonnet  Urea. 

FiBKBBAND  of  hell  first  tynd  in  Phlegeton 

By  thousand  furies,  and  from  thence  out-throwen 

Into  this  world  to  worke  confusion 

And  set  it  all  on  fire  by  force  unknowen. 

Is  wicked  Discord ;  whose  small  sparkes  once  blowen 

None  but  a  god  oi  godlike  man  can  slake: 

Such  as  was  Orpheus,  that,  when  strife  was  growen 

Amonffst  those  famous  ympes  of  Grreece,  did  take 

His  silver  harpe  in  hand  and  shortly  friendes  them  make : 

Or  such  as  that  celestiall  psalmist  was. 

That,  when  the  wicked  feend  his  lord  tormented. 

With  heavenly  notes,  that  did  all  other  pas, 

The  outrage  of  his  furious  fit  relented. 

Sueli  musicke  is  wise  words  with  time  concented, 

To  moderate  stifle  mindes  disposd  to  strive : 

Such  as  that  prudent  Bomane  well  invented; 

What  time  his  neople  into  partes  did  rive, 

Them  reconcyla  againe,  and  to  their  homes  did  drive. 

Such  us'd  wise  Glauc^  to  that  wrathfull  knight»  \ 

To  calme  the  tempest  of  his  troubled  thought : 
Yet  Blandamour,  with  termes  of  foule  despight, 
And  Paridell  her  seomd,  and  set  at  nought. 
As  old  and  crooked  and  not  good  for  ought. 
Both  they  unwise,  and  warelesse  of  the  evill 
That  by  themselves  unto  themselves  is  wrought. 
Through  that  false  witch,  and  that  foide  aged  dreviU; 
The  one  a  feend,  the  other  an  incarnate  devilL 
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With  whom  as  they  thus  rode  accompanide. 
They  were  encoun^d  of  a  lustie  knight 
That  had  a  goodly  ladie  bv  his  side, 
To  whom  he  made  great  aalliance  and  delight : 
It  was  to  weet  the  bold  Sir  Ferraugh  hight. 
He  that  from  Brageadochio  whilome  reft 
The  snowy  Florimell,  whose  beautie  bright 
Made  him  seeme  happie  for  so  glorious  theft ; 
Yet  was  it  in  due  tnall  but  a  wandring  weft. 

Which  whenas  Blandamour,  whose  fanoie  light 
Was  alwaies  flitting  as  the  wavering  wind 
After  each  beautie  that  appeard  in  sight, 
IJoheld ;  eftsoones  it  priokt  his  wanton  mind 
With  stin^  of  lust  that  reasons  eye  did  blind, 
That  to  Sir  Paridell  these  words  he  sent ; 
"Sir  knight,  why  ride  ye  dumpish  thus  behind. 
Since  so  good  fortune  doth  to  you  present 
So  fayre  a  spoyle,  to  make  you  ioyous  meriment  P" 

But  ParideU,  that  had  too  late  a  tryall 
Of  the  bad  issue  of  his  counsell  vame. 
List  not  to  hearke,  but  made  this  faire  denyall ; 
"  Last  tume  was  mine,  well  proved  to  my  paine ; 
This  now  be  yours ;  God  send  you  better  gaine !" 
Whose  scoffed  words  he  taking  halfe  in  scorne. 
Fiercely  forth  prickt  his  steed  as  in  disdaine 
Against  that  knight,  ere  he  him  well  could  tome; 
By  meanes  whereof  he  hath  him  lightly  overborne. 

Who,  with  the  sudden  stroke  astonisht  sore, 

Upon  the  ground  awhile  in  slomber  lay; 

The  whiles  his  love  away  the  other  bore. 

And,  shewing  her,  did  Paridell  upbray; 

"  Lo !  slugffish  knight,  the  victors  happie  pravl 

So  fortune  friends  the  bold."    Whom  Pandell 

Seeing  so  faire  indeede,  as  he  did  say, 

His  hart  with  secret  envie  gan  to  swell. 

And  inly  grudge  at  him  that  he  had  sped  so  welL 

Nathlesse  proud  man  himselfe  the  other  deemed, 

Having  so  peerlesse  paraxon  ygot : 

For  sure  the  favrest  Flonmell  him  seemed 

To  him  was  fallen  for  his  happie  lot. 

Whose  like  alive  on  earth  he  weened  not : 

Therefore  he  her  did  court,  did  serve,  did  wooe. 

With  humblest  suit  that  he  imagine  mot. 

And  all  thines  did  devise,  and  sJl  things  dooe. 

That  might  her  love  prepare,  and  liking  win  theretoo. 
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She,  in  repird  thereof,  him  recompem^  0 

With  golden  words  and  goodly  countenance, 

And  such  fond  fayours  sparingly  dispenst : 

Sometimes  him  blessing  with  a  light  eye-glance, 

And  coy  lookes  tempring  with  loose  dalliance ; 

Sometimes  estranging  him  in  sterner  wise; 

That,  haying  cast  nim  in  a  foolish  trance, 

He  seemed  brought  to  bed  in  Paradise, 

And  proy'd  himself  most  foole  in  what  seem'd  most  wise. 

So  great  a  mistresse  of  her  art  she  was,  10 

And  perfectly  practlz*d  in  womans  craft. 

That  though  therein  himselfe  he  thought  to  pas, 

And  by  this  false  allurements  wylie  drafl 

Had  thousand  women  of  their  loye  berafl. 

Yet  now  he  was  surpriz'd :  for  that  false  spright. 

Which  that  same  witch  had  in  this  forme  engraft. 

Was  so  expert  in  eyery  subtile  slight, 

That  it  could  overreach  the  wisest  earthly  wight. 

Yet  he  to  her  did  dayly  service  more,  11 

And  dayly  more  deceived  was  thereby; 

Yet  Pariaell  him  envied  theref6re, 

As  seeming  plast  in  sole  felicity: 

So  blind  is  lust  false  colours  to  descry. 

But  At^  soone  discovering  his  desire, 

And  finding  now  fit  opportunity 

To  stirre  up  strife  twixt  love  and  spight  and  ire. 

Did  privily  put  coles  unto  his  secret  fire. 

By  sundry  meanes  thereto  she  prickt  him  forth ;  12 

Now  with  remembrance  of  those  spightfull  speaches, 

Now  with  opinion  of  his  owne  more  worth, 

Now  with  recounting  of  like  former  breaches 

Made  in  their  fTiendship,  as  that  hag  him  teaches : 

And  ever,  when  his  passion  is  allay d. 

She  it  revives,  and  new  occasion  reaches : 

That,  on  a  time  as  they  together  way'd. 

He  made  him  open  chalengo,  and  thus  boldly  si^d; 

**  Too  boastfull  Blandamour  I  too  long  I  beare  13 

The  open  wrongs  thou  doest  me  day  cry  day: 

Well  tnow'st  thou,  when  we  frienaship  fiiit  did  sweare 

The  covenant  was,  that  every  spoyle  or  pray 

Should  equally  be  shard  betwixt  us  tway: 

Where  is  my  part  then  of  this  ladie  bright. 

Whom  to  thyselfe  thou  takest  quite  away? 

Bender  tiieref6re  therein  to  me  my  right. 

Or  answere  for  thy  wrong  as  shall  fall  out  in  fight." 
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Exoeeding  wroth  thereat  was  Blandamoar,  1  i> 

And  fi^aii  this  bitter  answere  to  him  make ; 

"  Too  foolish  Paridell !  that  fayreet  floure 

Wouldst  gather  faine,  and  yet  no  paines  wooldst  take : 

But  not  so  easie  will  I  her  forsake ; 

This  hand  her  wonne,  that  hand  shall  her  defend." 

With  that  the^r  gan  their  shivering  speares  to  shake, 

And  deadly  points  at  eithers  breast  to  bend, 

Forgetfull  each  to  have  bene  erer  others  frend. 

Their  firie  steedes  with  so  untamed  forse  15 

Did  beare  them  both  to  fell  avenges  end, 

That  both  their  speares  with  pitilesse  remorse 

Throogh  shield  and  mayle  ana  haberieon  did  wend, 

And  in  their  flesh  a  griesly  passage  rend. 

That  with  the  furie  of  their  owne  affret 

Each  other  horse  and  man  to  ground  did  send ; 

Where,  lying  still  awhile,  both  did  forget 

The  perilous  present  stownd  in  which  their  lives  were  sot*. 

As  when  two  warlike  brigandines  at  sea,  16 

With  murdrous  weapons  arm'd  to  cruell  fight, 
Do  meete  together  on  the  watry  lea. 
They  stemme  ech  other  with  so  fell  despight. 
That  with  the  shocke  of  their  owne  heedlesse  might 
•  Their  wooden  ribs  are  shaken  nigh  asonder ; 
Th^  which  from  shore  behold  the  dreadfull  sight 
Of  flashing  fire,  and  heare  the  ordenance  thonder. 
Do  greatly  stand  amaz'd  at  such  unwonted  wonder. 

At  length  they  both  upstarted  in  amaze,  17 

As  men  awaked  rashly  out  of  dreme. 

And  round  about  themselves  a  while  did  gaze ; 

Till  seeing  her,  that  Florimell  did  seme, 

In  doubt  to  whom  she  victorie  should  deeme, 

Therewith  their  dulled  sprights  they  edgd  anew, 

And,  drawing  both  their  swords  with  rage  extreme, 

Like  two  mad  mastifies  each  on  other  flew,  [hew. 

And  shields  did  share,  and  mailes  did  rash,  and  helmes  did 

So  furiously  each  other  did  assayle,  18 

As  if  their  soules  thev  would  attonce  have  rent 

Out  of  their  brests,  that  streames  of  bloud  did  raylo 

Adowne,  as  if  their  springs  of  life  were  spent ; 

That  all  the  ground  with  purple  bloud  was  sprent, 

And  all  their  armours  staynd  with  bloudie  gore ; 

Yet  scarcely  once  to  breath  would  they  relent. 

So  mortall  was  their  malice  and  so  sore 

Become,  of  fayned  friendship  which  they  yow*d  afore* 
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And  that  which  is  for  ladies  most  befitting,  19 

To  stint  all  strife,  and  foster  friendly  peace, 

Was  from  those  dames  so  farre  and  so  unfitting. 

As  thatj  instead  of  praving  them  surcease. 

They  did  much  more  their  cruelty  encrease ; 

Bidding  them  ficht  for  honour  of  their  love, 

And  rather  die  then  ladies  cause  release : 

With  which  vaine  termes  so  much  they  did  them  moye» 

That  both  resolv'd  the  last  extremities  to  prove. 

There  they,  I  weene,  would  fight  untill  this  day,  20 

Had  not  a  squire,  even  he  the  squire  of  dames, 

By  great  adventure  travelled  that  way ; 

Who  seeing  both  bent  to  so  bloudy  games. 

And  both  of  old  well  knowing  by  their  names, 

Drew  nigh,  to  weete  the  cause  of  their  debate : 

And  first  laide  on  those  ladies  thousand  blames. 

That  did  not  seeke  t'  appease  their  deadly  hate, 

But  gazed  on  their  harmes  not  pittying  their  estate. 

And  then  those  knights  he  humbly  did  beseech  21 

To  stay  their  hands,  till  he  awhile  had  spoken : 

Who  lookt  a  little  up  at  that  his  speech. 

Yet  would  not  let  their  battell  so  be  broken, 

Both  greedie  fiers  on  other  to  be  wroken. 

Yet  he  to  them  so  earnestly  did  call,  • 

And  them  coniur'd  by  some  well  knowen  token, 

That  they  at  last  their  wrothfull  hands  let  fall. 

Content  to  heare  him  speake,  and  glad  to  rest  withalL 

First  he  desir'd  their  cause  of  strife  to  see :  22 

They  said,  it  was  for  love  of  Florimell. 

"Ah!  gentle  kniphts,"  quoth  he,  "  how  may  that  bee, 

And  she  so  farre  astray,  as.none  can  tellP" 

"  Fond  squire,"  full  angry  then  sayd  Paridell, 

"  Seest  not  the  ladie  there  before  tny  faceP" 

He  looked  backe,  and,  her  avising  well, 

Weend.  as  he  said,  by  that  her  outward  grace 

That  fajrrest  Florimell  was  present  there  in  place. 

Glad  man  was  he  to  see  that  ioyous  sight,  £3 

For  none  alive  but  ioy'd  in  Florimell, 

And  lowly  to  her  lowting  thus  behight ; 

**  Fayrest  of  faire,  that  fairenesse  doest  excell. 

This  happie  day  1  have  to  greete  you  well. 

In  whicn  you  sale  1  see,*  whom  thousand  late 

Misdoubted  lost  through  mischiefe  that  befell ; 

Long  may  you  live  in  health  and  haupie  state !" 

She  litle  answer 'd  him,  but  lightly  aid  aggrate. 
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Then,  tnmin|^  to  those  knights,  he  gan  anew ;  24 

"And  you,  Sir  Blandamour,  and  Paridell, 

That  for  this  ladie  present  in  your  vew 

Have  rays'd  this  cruell  warre  and  outrage  fell, 

Certes,  me  seemes,  bene  not  advised  well ; 

But  rather  ought  in  ii'iendship  for  her  sake 

To  ioyne  your  force,  their  forces  to  repell 

That  seeke  perforce  her  from  jrou  both  to  take. 

And  of  your  gotten  spoyle  their  owne  triiimph  to  make." 

Thereat  Sir  Blandamour,  with  countenance  steme  25 

All  full  of  wrath,  thus  fiercely  him  bespake ; 

"  Aread,  thou  squire,  that  I  the  man  may  leame. 

That  dare  fro  me  thinke  Florimell  to  take !" 

"  Not  one,"  auoth  he,  "  but  manv  doe  partake 

Herein ;  as  thus :  it  lately  so  befell. 

That  Satyran  a  girdle  did  uptake 

"Well  knowne  to  appertaine  to  Florimell, 

Which  for  her  sake  he  wore,  as  him  beseemed  welL 

"  But,  whenas  she  herselfe  was  lost  and  gone,  26 

Full  many  knights,  that  loyed  her  like  deare. 

Thereat  <fid  greatly*  grudge,  that  he  alone 

That  lost  faire  ladies  ornament  should  weare, 

And  gan  therefore  close  spight  to  him  to  bearei 

Which  he  to  shun,  and  stop  yile  envies  sting. 

Hath  lately  caos'd  to  be  proclaim'd  each  where 

A  solemne  feast,  with  publike  tume^g, 

To  which  all  knights  with  them  their  l^es  are  to  bring : 

"And  of  them  all,  she  that  is  fayrest  found,  27 

Shall  have  that  golden  girdle  for  reward ; 

And  of  those  knights,  who  is  most  stout  on  ground, 

Shall  to  that  fairest  ladie  be  prefard. 

Since  therefore  she  herselfe  is  now  your  ward, 

To  yon  that  ornament  of  hers  pertaines, 

Against  all  those  that  chalenge  it,  to  gard. 

And  save  her  honour  with  your  ventrous  paines ;  ^ 

That  shall  you  win  more  glory  than  ye  here  find  gaines/ 

When  they  the  reason  of  his  words  had  hard,  28 

They  gan  abate  the  rancour  of  their  rage. 

And,  with  their  honours  and  their  loves  regard 

The  furious  flames  of  malice  to  asswage. 

Tho  each  to  other  did  his  faith  engage. 

Like  faithfull  friends  thenceforth  to  loyne  in  one 

With  all  their  force,  and  battell  stronjp  to  wage 

Gainst  all  those  knights,  as  their  proressed  fone. 

That  chaleng'd  ought  in  Florimell,  save  they  alone* 
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So,  well  accorded,  forth  they  rode  toprether  29 

In  friendly  sort,  that  lasted  but  a  while ; 

And  of  all  old  dislikes  they  made  faire  weather: 

Yet  fidl  was  forjr'd  and  spred  with  golden  foyle, 

That  under  it  hidde  hate  and  hollow  guyle. 

Ne  certes  can  that  friendship  long  endure, 

However  gav  and  goodly  be  the  style, 

Tliat  doth  ill  cause  or  eviU  end  enure : 

For  vertue  is  the  band  that  bindeth  harts  most  sure. 

Thus  as  they  marched  all  in  close  disguise  30 

Of  favned  love,  they  chaunst  to  overtake 

Two  knights  that  lincked  rode  in  lovely  wise, 

As  if  they  secret  counsels  did  partake  j 

And  each  not  farre  behinde  him  had  his  make, 

To  weete.  two  ladies  of  most  goodly  hew, 

That  twixt  themselves  did  gentle  purpose  make, 

Unmindfull  both  of  that  discordfull  crew, 

The  which  with  speedie  pace  did  after  them  pursew : 

"Who,  as  they  now  approched  nigh  at  hand,  81 

Deeming  them  doughtie  as  they  did  appeare, 

They  sent  that  squire  afore,  to  understand 

What  mote  they  oe :  who,  viewing  them  more  neare, 

Returned  readie  newes,  that  those  same  weare 

Two  of  the  prowest  Imights  in  Faeiy  Lond  ; 

And  these  two  ladies  their  two  lovers  deare ; 

Couragious  Cambell,  and  stout  Triamond, 

With  Canacee  and  Cambine  linckt  in  lovely  bond. 

Whylome,  as  antique  stories  tellen  us,  32 

Those  two  were  foes  the  fellonest  on  ground, 

And  battell  made  the  dreddest  daungerous 

That  ever  shrilling  trumpet  did  resound ; 

Though  now  their  acts  be  no  where  to  be  found, 

As  that  renowmed  poet  them  comnyled 

With  warlike  numbers  and  heroicKe  sound, 

Dan  Chaucer,  well  of  English  undefyled. 

On  fames  etemall  beadroU  worthie  to  be  fyled. 

But  wicked  time  that  all  good  thoughts  doth  waste,         33 

And  workes  of  noblest  wit«  to  nought  outweare. 

That  famous  moniment  hath  quite  defaste. 

And  robd  the  world  of  threasure  endlesse  deare. 

The  which  mote  have  enriched  all  us  heare. 

O  cursed  eld,  the  canker- worme  of  writs! 

How  may  these  rimes,  so  rude  as  doth  appeare, 

Hope  to  endure,  sith  workes  of  heavenly  wits 

Are  quite  devonrd,  and  brought  to  nought  by  little  bits  I 
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Then  pardon,  O  most  sacred  happie  spirit,  34 

That  I  thy  labours  lost  may  thus  revive. 

And  steale  from  thee  the  meede  of  thy  due  merit. 

That  none  durst  ever  whilest  thou  wast  alive. 

And,  being  dead,  in  vaine  yet  many  strive ; 

Ke  dare  1  like ;  but,  through  infusion  sweete 

Of  thine  owne  spirit  which  doth  in  me  survive, 

I  follow  here  the  footing  of  thy  feete. 

That  with  thy  meaning  so  I  may  the  rather  meete. 

Cambelloes  sister  was  fayre  Canacee,  35 

That  was  the  leamedst  ladie  in  her  dayes. 

Well  seene  in  everie  science  that  mote  bee. 

And  every  secret  worke  of  nature's  wayes ; 

In  wittie  riddles ;  and  in  wise  soothsay es ; 

In  power  of  herbes ;  and  tunes  of  beasts  and  burds ; 

And,  that  augmented  all  her  other  prayse. 

She  modest  was  in  all  her  deedes  and  words. 

And  wondrous  chast  of  life,  yet  lov'd  of  knights  and  lords. 

Full  many  lords  and  many  knights  her  loved,  36 

Yet  she  to  none  of  them  her  liking  lent, 

Ne  ever  was  with  fond  affection  moved. 

But  rul*d  her  thoughts  with  goodly  govemement, 

For  dread  of  blame  and  honours  blemishment ; 

And  eke  unto  her  lookes  a  law  she  made. 

That  none  of  them  once  out  of  order  went. 

But,  like  to  warie  centonels  well  stayd. 

Still  watcht  on  every  side,  of  secret  foes  afrayd, 

So  much  the  mwe  as  she  refusd  to  love,  37 

So  much  the  more  she  loved  was  and  sought. 

That  oftentimes  unquiet  strife  did  move 

Amongst  her  lovers,  and  great  quarrels  wrought ; 

That  oft  for  her  in  bloudie  armes  they  fought. 

Which  whenas  Cambell,  that  was  stout  and  wise, 

Perceiv'd  would  breede  great  mischiefe,  he  bethought 

How  to  prevent  the  perill  that  mote  rise. 

And  tume  both  him  and  her  to  honour  in  this  wise. 

One  day,  when  all  that  troupe  of  warHke  wooers  38 

Assembled  were,  to  weet  whose  she  should  bee. 

All  mightie  men  and  dreadftdl  derring  dooers, 

(The  mirder  it  to  make  them  well  agree,) 

Amongst  them  all  this  end  he  did  decree ; 

That,  of  them  all  which  love  to  her  did  make. 

They  by  consent  should  chose  the  stoutest  three 

That  with  himselfe  should  combat  for  her  sake, 

And  of  them  all  the  victour  should  his  sister  take. 
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Bold  was  the  clialenge,  as  bimselfe  was  bold  33 

And  courage  ^11  of  naughtie  hardiment, 

Approved  oft  in  perils  manifold, 

W uich  he  atchiev'd  to  his  great  ornament : 

But  yet  his  sisters  skill  unto  him  lent 

Most  confidence  and  hope  of  hai>pie  speed. 

Conceived  by  a  ring  which  she  him  sent, 

That,  mongst  the  manie  vertues  which  we  reed. 

Had  power  to  staunch  al  wounds  that  mortally  did  bleed. 

Well  was  that  rings  great  vertue  knowen  to  all ;  40 

That  dread  thereof,  and  his  redoubted  might. 

Did  all  that  youthly  rout  so  much  appall. 

That  none  of  them  durst  undertake  the  ficht : 

More  \\  ise  they  weend  to  make  of  love  delight 

Then  hfe  to  hazard  for  faire  ladies  looke ; 

And  yet  uncertaine  by  such  outward  sight, 

Though  for  her  sake  they  all  that  perilTtookp, 

"Whemer  she  woTild  them  love,  or  m  her  liking  brooke. 

Amongst  those  knights  there  were  three  brethren  bold,    41 

Three  Dolder  brethren  never  were  ybome, 

Borue  of  one  mother  in  one  happie  mold. 

Borne  at  one  burden  in  one  happie  morne ; 

Thrise  happie  mother,  and  thrise  happie  morne. 

That  bore  three  such,  three  such  not  to  be  fond! 

Her  name  was  Agap^,  whose  children  weme 

AH  three  as  one ;  the  first  hight  Friamond, 

The  second  Dyamond,  the  youngest  Triamond. 

Stout  Priamond,  but  not  so  strong  to  strike  ^  4^ 

Strong  Diamond,  but  not  so  stout  a  knight ; 

But  Triamond  was  stout  and  strong  alike : 

On  horsebacke  used  Triamond  to  nght. 

And  Priamond  on  foote  had  more  deHght ; 

But  horse  and  foote  knew  Diamond  to  wield  i 

With  curtaxe  used  Diamond  to  smite, 

And  Triamond  to  handle  speare  and  shield, 

But  speare  and  curtaxe  both  usd  Priamond  in  field. 

These  three  did  love  each  other  dearely  well,  43 

And  with  so  firme  affection  were  alkde, 

As  if  but  one  soule  in  them  all  did  dwell. 

Which  did  her  powre  into  three  parts  divyde ; 

Like  three  faire  branches  budding  farre  and  wide. 

That  from  one  roote  deriv'd  their  vitaU  sap : 

And,  like  that  roote  that  doth  her  life  divide, 

Their  mother  was ;  and  had  full  blessed  hap 

These  three  so  noble  babee  to  bring  forth  at  one  dap. 
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Their  mother  was  a  faj,  and  had  the  skill  44 

or  secret  things,  and  all  the  powres  of  nature, 

Which  she  by  art  could  use  unto  her  will, 

And  to  her  service  bind  each  Uving  creature, 

Through  secret  understanding  of  tneir  feature. 

Thereto  ^e  was  right  faire,  whenso  her  face 

She  hst  discover,  and  of  goodly  stature ; 

But  she,  as  fayes  are  wont,  in  privie  place 

Did  spend  her  dayes,  and  lov'd  in  forests  wyld  to  space. 

There  on  a  day  a  noble  vouthly  knight,  45 

Seeking  adventures  in  the  salvage  wood. 

Did  by  great  fortune  get  of  her  the  sight. 

As  she  sate  carelesse  by  a  cristall  flood. 

Combing  her  golden  lockes,  as  seemd  her  good ; 

And  unawares  upon  her  laying  hold, 

That  strove  in  vaine  him  long  to  have  withstood. 

Oppressed  her,  and  there  (as  it  is  told)  [bold : 

Grot  these  three  lovely  baoes,  that  prov'd  three  champions 

Which  she  with  her  long  fostred  in  that  wood,  46 

Till  that  to  ripenesse  of  mans  state  they  grew: 

Then,  shewing  forth  signes  of  their  fathers  blood. 

They  loved  armes,  and  knighthood  did  ensew, 

Seeking  adventures  where  mey  anie  knew. 

Which  when  their  mother  saw,  she  gan  to  dout 

Their  safetie ;  least  by  searching  daungers  new 

Aad  rash  provoking  perils  all  about. 

Their  days  mote  be  abridged  through  their  corage  stout. 

Hierefore  desirous  th'  end  of  all  their  dayes  47 

Tolknow,  and  them  t*  enlarge  with  long  extent, 

By  wondrous  skill  and  many  hidden  wayes 

To  the  three  fataU  sisters  house  she  went ; 

Farre  under  ground  from  tract  of  living  went, 

Downe  in  the  bottome  of  the  deepe  abysse. 

Where  Demogor^on  in  dull  darknesse  pent 

Farre  from  the  view  of  gods  and  heavens  bliss 

The  hideous  chaos  keepes,  their  dr<^full  dwelling  is. 

There  she  them  found  all  sitting  round  about,  48 

The  direfuU  distafie  standing  in  the  mid. 

And  with  unwearied  fingers  drawing  out 

The  lines  of  life,  from  living  knowledge  hid. 

Sad  Clotho  held  the  rocke,  the  whiles  the  thrid 

Bv  griesly  Lachesis  was  spun  with  paine. 

That  cruell  Atropos  eftsoones  undia, 

Witii  cursed  knife  cutting  the  twist  in  twainc : 

Most  wretched  men,  whose  dayes  depend  on  thrids  so  vaine  I 
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She,  them  salating  there,  by  them  sate  still,  49 

Beholding  how  the  thrids  of  life  they  span : 

And  when  at  last  she  had  beheld  her  fill, 

Trembling  in  heart,  and  looking  pale  and  wan. 

Her  cause  of  comming  she  to  tell  began. 

To  whom  fierce  Atropos ;  "  Bold  fay,  that  durst 

Come  see  the  secret  of  the  life  of  man. 

Well  worthie  thou  to  be  of  love  accurst. 

And  eke  thy  ohildrens  thrids  to  be  asunder  burst  1** 

Whereat  she  sore  afirayd  yet  her  besought  50 

To  graunt  her  boone,  and  rigour  to  abate, 

That  sh   might  see  her  childrens  thrids  forth  brought. 

And  know  the  measure  of  their  utmost  date 

To  them  ordained  by  eternall  fate : 

Which  Clotho  grauntinj^  shewed  her  the  same. 

That  when  she  saw,  it  did  her  much  amate 

To  see  their  thrids  so  thin,  as  spiders  frame. 

And  eke  so  short,  that  seemd  their  ends  out  shortly  came. 

She  then  began  them  humbly  to  intreate  51 

To  draw  them  longer  out,  and  better  twine. 

That  so  their  lives  might  be  pr(^onged  late : 

But  Lachesis  thereat  gan  to  repine. 

And  sayd ;  "  Fond  dame !  that  deem'st  of  things  divine 

As  of  hum&ne,  that  they  may  altred  bee, 

And  chaung'd  at  pleasure  for  those  impes  of  thine : 

Not  so ;  for  what  the  fates  do  once  decree, 

Not  all  the  gods  can  chaimge,  nor  love  himself  can  free ! 

"  Then  since,"  quoth  she.  '*  the  terme  of  each  mans  life    53 

For  nought  may  lessened  nor  enlar^d  bee ; 

Graunt  this ;  that  when  ve  shred  with  fatall  knife 

His  Une,  which  is  the  eldest  of  the  three. 

Which  is  of  them  the  shortest,  as  I  see, 

FfUoones  his  life  may  passe  into  the  next ; 

And,  when  the  next  shall  likewise  ended  bee, 

That  both  their  lives  may  likewise  be  annext 

Unto  the  third,  that  his  may  be  so  trebly  wext." 

They  graunted  it ;  and  then  that  carefull  Fay  53 

Departed  thence  with  full  contented  mynd ; 

And,  comming  home,  in  warlike  fresh  aray 

Them  found  «3l  three  according  to  their  kynd; 

But  unto  them  what  destinie  was  assynd. 

Or  how  their  lives  were  eekt,  she  did  not  tell ; 

But  evermore,  when  she  fit  time  could  fynd. 

She  warned  them  to  tend  their  safeties  well. 

And  love  each  other  deare,  whatever  them  befelL 
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So  did  they  Burelj  durmg  all  their  dayes,  54 

And  never  discord  did  amongst  them  fall ; 

Which  much  augmented  all  their  other  praise : 

And  now,  t'  increase  affection  naturall, 

In  lore  of  Canacee  they  iojrned  all: 

XJpon  which  ground  tms  same  great  battell  grew, 

(Great  matter  growing  of  beginning  smaU,) 

The  which,  for  length,  I  will  not  here  pursew. 

But  rather  will  reserve  it  for  a  canto  new. 


CANTO  in. 

The  B«tteU  twixt  three  brethren  with 

Cambell  for  Canacee: 
Cambina  with  tme  fHendahips  bond 

Doth  their  long  strife  agree. 

O !  WHY  doe  wretched  men  so  much  desire 

To  draw  their  dayes  unto  the  utmost  date, 

•And  doe  not  rather  wish  them  soone  expire ; 

Ejiowing  the  miserie  of  their  estate. 

And  thousand  perills  which  them  still  awate. 

Tossing  them  like  a  boate  amid  the  mayne. 

That  every  houre  they  knocke  at  Deathes  gate ! 

And  he  that  happie  seemes  and  least  in  pavne. 

Yet  is  as  nigh  as  his  end  as  he  that  most  doth  playne. 

Therefore  this  fay  I  hold  but  fond  and  vaine, 

The  which,  in  seeking  for  her  children  three 

Long  life,  thereby  did  more  prolong  their  paine : 

Yet  whilest  they  lived  none  aid  ever  see 

More  happie  creatures  then  they  seem'd  to  bee ; 

Kor  more  ennobled  for  ih&r  courtesie. 

That  made  them  dearely  lov'd  of  each  degree ; 

Ke  more  renowmed  for  their  chevalrie, 

That  made  them  dreaded  much  of  all  men  hxre  and  aie. 

These  three  that  bardie  chalenge  tooke  in  hand, 
Por  Canacee  with  Cambell  for  to  ficht : 
The  day  was  set,  that  all  might  understand. 
And  pledges  pawnd  the  same  to  keepe  ari^nt : 
That  day,  (the  dreddest  day  that  livmg  wi^t 
Did  ever  see  upon  this  world  to  shine,; 
So  soone  as  heavens  window  diewed  light, 
These  warlike  champions,  all  in  annour  shine, 
ABsembled  were  in  field  the  chalenge  to  define. 

V  7 
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The  field  with  listes  was  all  aboat  endoa'd,  4 

To  barre  the  preaae  of  people  farre  away ; 

And  at  th'  one  side  size  iudffes  were  dispos'd, 

To  riew  and  deeme  the  deedes  of  armes  that  day; 

And  on  the  other  side  in  fresh  aray 

Fayre  Canacee  upon  a  stately  stage 

Was  set,  to  see  the  fortune  of  that  fray 

And  to  be  seene,  as  his  most  worthy  wage 

That  could  her  purchase  with  his  live's  adTentur*d  ga^. 

Then  entred  Cambell  first  into  the  list,  5 

With  stately  steps  and  fearelesse  countenance, 

As  if  the  conquest  his  he  surely  wist. 

Soone  after  did  the  brethren  three  advance 

In  brave  ara^  and  goodly  amenance, 

With  scutchins  gilt  and  banners  broad  displayd; 

And,  marching  thrise  in  warlike  ordinance, 

Thrise  lowted  lowly  to  the  noble  Mayd ; 

The  whiles  shril  trompets  and  loud  clarions  sweetly  playd. 

Which  doen,  the  doughty  chalenger  came  forth,  6 

All  arm'd  to  point,  his  chalenge  to  abet : 

Grainst  whom  Sir  Friamond,  with  equall  worth 

And  equall  armes,  himselfe  did  forward  set. 

A  trompet  blew  j  they  both  together  met 

With  dreadfull  force  and  furious  intent, 

Carelesse  of  perill  in  their  fiers  afiret. 

As  if  that  life  to  losse  they  had  forelent. 

And  cared  not  to  spare  that  should  be  shortly  spent 

Bight  practicko  was  Sir  Friamond  in  fight,  7 

And  throughly  skild  in  use  of  shield  and  speare; 

Ne  lesse  approved  was  Cambelloes  might, 

Ne  lesse  his  skill  in  weapons  did  appeare; 

That  hard  it  was  to  weene  which  muxler  were. 

Full  many  mightie  strokes  on  either  side 

Were  sent,  that  seemed  death  in  them  to  beare; 

But  they  were  both  so  watchfull  and  well  eyde. 

That  they  avoyded  were,  and  vainely  by  did  slyde. 

Tet  one,  of  many,  was  so  strongly  bent  8 

Bv  Friamond,  that  with  unluckie  glaunce 

Tnrouffh  Cambels  shoulder  it  unwarely  went. 

That  forced  him  his  shield  to  disadvaunce: 

Much  was  he  grieved  with  that  ffracelesse  chaunce ; 

Yet  from  the  wound  no  drop  of  bloud  there  fell. 

But  wondrous  paine  that  did  the  more  enhaunce 

His  haughtie  courage  to  avengement  fell :  [•welL 

Smart  cuiunts  not  mighty  harts,  but  makes  them  more  to 
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Witli  that,  his  poynant  speare  lie  fierce  aventred  9 

With  doubled  roroe  dose  underneath  his  shield. 

That  through  the  mayles  into  his  thigh  it  entred. 

And,  there  arresting,  readie  way  did  yield 

For  bloud  to  gush  forth  on  the  grassie  field ; 

That  he  for  paine  himselfe  n'ot  right  upreare, 

But  to  and  fro  in  great  amazement  reel*d ; 

like  an  old  oke,  whose  pith  and  sap  is  seare, 

At  pufie  of  every  storme  doth  stagger  here  and  theare. 

Whom  so  dismayd  when  Cambell  had  espide,  10 

Againe  he  drove  at  him  with  double  mignt. 

That  nought  mote  stay  the  Steele,  till  in  his  side 

The  mortall  point  most  cruelly  empight; 

Where  fast  infixed,  whilest  he  sought  by  slight 

It  forth  to  wrest,  the  stafie  asunder  brake, 

And  left  the  head  behinde:  with  which  despight 

He  all  enrag'd  his  shivering  speare  did  shake. 

And  charging  him  afiresh  thus  felly  him  bespake: 

"  Lo !  faitour.  there  thy  meede  unto  thee  take,  U 

The  meede  of  thy  misdialenge  and  abet : 

Not  for  thine  owne,  but  for  thy  sisters  sake. 

Have  I  thus  long  thy  life  imto  thee  let : 

But  to  forbeare  doth  not  for^ve  the  deV 

The  wicked  weapon  heard  his  wrathfull  vow; 

And,  passing  forth  with  furious  a&et, 

Pierst  through  his  bever  quite  into  his  brow. 

That  with  tl^  force  it  backward  forced  him  to  bow. 

Therewith  asunder  in  the  midst  it  brast,  12 

And  in  his  hand  nought  but  the  troncheon  left; 

The  other  halfe  behindyet  sticking  fast 

Out  of  his  head-peece  Cfambell  fiercely  reft, 

And  with  such  furie  backe  at  him  heft, 

That,  making  way  unto  his  dearest  life. 

His  weasand-pipe  it  through  his  g:orget  cleO  t 

Thence  streames  of  purple  bloud  issuing  rife 

Let  forth  his  wearie  ghost,  and  made  an  end  of  strife. 

His  wearie  ghost  assoyld  from  fleshly  band  13 

Did  not,  as  others  wont,  directly  fly 

Unto  her  rest  in  Flutoes  griesly  land ; 

Ne  into  ayre  did  vanish  presently; 

Ne  chaunged  was  into  a  stanre  in  sky ; 

But  through  traduction  was  efbsoones  derived, 

like  as  his  mother  prayed  the  Destinie, 

Into  his  other  bretmren  that  survived. 

In  whom  he  liv'd  anew,  of  former  life  deprived. 
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Whom  when  on  ground  his  brother  next  beheld,  11 

Though  sad  and  sorrie  for  bo  heavy  sight, 

Yet  leave  unto  his  sorrow  did  not  yeeld ; 

But  rather  stir'd  to  vengeance  and  despight. 

Through  secret  feeling  of  his  generous  spright, 

IRusht  fiercely  forth,  the  battell  to  renew. 

As  in  reversion  of  his  brothers  right ; 

And  chalenging  the  virgin  as  his  dew. 

His  foe  was  soone  addrest:  the  trompets  freabUy  blew. 

With  that  they  both  together  fiercely  met,  15 

As  if  that  each  ment  other  to  devoure ; 

And  with  their  axes  both  so  sorely  bet, 

That  nether  plate  nor  mayle,  whereas  their  powre 

They  felt,  could  once  sustaine  the  hideous  stowre, 

But  rived  were,  like  rotten  wood,  asunder; 

Whilest  through  their  rifls  the  ruddie  blond  did  showre. 

And  fire  did  flash,  like  lightning  after  thunder. 

That  fild  the  lookers  on  attonoe  wiih  rath  and  wonder. 

As  when  two  tygers  pnckt  with  hungers  rage  16 

Have  by  good  fortune  found  some  beasts  fresh  spoyle, 

On  which  ihev  weene  their  £unine  to  asswage, 

And  gaine  a  feastfull  guerdon  of  their  toyle: 

Both  falling  out  doe  stirre  up  strifefuU  broyle, 

And  cruell  battell  twixt  themselves  doe  make. 

Whiles  neither  lets  the  other  touch  the  soyle, 

But  either  sdeigns  with  other  to  partake : 

So  cruelly  those  kni^ts  strove  for  tiiat  ladies  sake. 

Full  many  strokes,  that  mortally  were  ment,  17 

The  whiles  were  interchaunged  twixt  them  two ; 

Yet  they  were  all  with  so  good  wariment 

Or  warded,  or  avoyded  ana  let  goe, 

That  still  the  life  stood  fearelesse  of  her  foe ; 

Till  Diamond,  disdeigning  long  delay 

Of  doubtfull  fortune  wavering  to  and  fro, 

Besolv'd  to  end  it  one  or  other  wa^; 

And  heav'd  his  murdrous  axe  at  him  with  mighty  sway. 

The  dreadfull  stroke,  in  case  it  had  arrived  18 

Where  it  was  ment,  (so  deadly  it  was  ment,) 

The  soule  had  sure  out  of  his  Dody  rived. 

And  stinted  all  the  strife  incontinent ; 

But  Cambels  fate  that  fortune  did  prevent: 

For,  seeing  it  at  hand,  he  swarv'd  asyde. 

Ana  so  gave  way  imto  his  feU  intent ; 

Who,  missing  of  the  marke  which  he  had  ^de, 

Was  with  the  force  nigh  fold  whilst  his  right  foot  did  sly de. 
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As  when  a  vulture  greedie  of  his  pray,  19 

Through  hunger  long  that  hart  to  him  doth  lend, 

Strikes  at  an  heron  with  aU  his  bodies  sway, 

That  from  his  force  seemes  nought  mav  it  defend ; 

The  warie  fowle,  that  spies  him  toward*  bend 

His  dreadful!  souse,  avoydes  it,  shunning  light, 

And  maketh  him  his  wing  in  vaine  to  spend ; 

That  with  the  weight  of  his  owne  weeldlesse  might 

He  falleth  ni^  to  ground,  and  soarse  recoveretn  flight. 

Which  faire  adventure  when  Cambello  spide;  20 

Full  hffhtly,  ere  himselfe  he  could  recower 

From  daunffers  dread  to  ward  his  naked  side. 

He  can  let  orive  at  him  with  all  his  power. 

And  with  his  axe  him  smote  in  evill  nower. 

That  from  his  shoulders  quite  his  head  he  reft : 

The  headlesse  tronke,  as  heedlesse  of  that  stower, 

Stood  still  awhile,  and  his  fast  footing  kept ; 

Till,  feeling  life  to  fkyle,  it  fell,  and  deadly  slept. 

They,  which  that  piteous  spectacle  beheld,  21 

Were  much  amaz  d  the  headlesse  tronke  to  see 

Stand  up  so  long  and  weapon  vaine  to  weld, 

Unweetmg  of  the  Fates  divine  decree 

For  lifes  succession  in  those  brethren  three. 

For  notwithstanding  that  one  soule  was  reft. 

Yet  had  the  bodie  not  dismembred  bee, 

It  would  have  lived,  and  revived  efl ; 

But,  finding  no  fit  seat,  the  lifelesse  corse  it  lefl. 

It  left ;  but  that  same  soule  which  therein  dwelt,  22 

Streight  entring  into  Triamond  him  fild 

With  double  life  and  griefe ;  which  when  he  felt, 

As  one  whose  inner  parts  had  bene  ythrild 

With  point  of  Steele  that  close  his  hartbloud  spild. 

He  lightly  lept  out  of  his  place  of  rest, 

And,  rushing  forth  into  the  emptie  field, 

Against  Cambello  fiercely  him  addrest ; 

Who,  him  afironting  soone,  to  fight  was  readie  prest. 

Well  mote  ye  wonder  how  that  noble  knight»  23 

After  he  had  so  often  wounded  beene. 

Could  stand  on  foot  now  to  renew  the  fight: 

But  had  ye  then  him  forth  advauncing  scene. 

Some  newbome  wight  ve  woidd  him  surely  weene; 

So  fresh  he  seemed  ana  so  fierce  in  sight ; 

Like  as  a  snake,  whom  wearie  winters  teene 

Hath  wome  to  nought,  now  feeling  sommers  mi^ht. 

Casts  ofi*his  ragged  skin  and  freshly  doth  him  dight. 
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All  was,  through  vertue  of  the  ring  he  wore ;  24 

The  which  not  onely  did  not  from  him  let 

Que  drop  of  bloud  to  fall,  but  did  restore 

His  weakned  powers,  and  dulled  spirits  whet. 

Through  working  of  the  stone  therein  yset 

Else  how  could  one  of  equaU  might  with  most. 

Against  so  many  no  lesse  mightie  met. 

Once  thinke  to  match  three  such  on  equall  cost. 

Three  such  as  able  were  to  match  a  puissant  hostP 

Yet  nought  thereof  was  Triamond  adredde,  25 

Ne  desperate  of  glorious  victorie ; 

But  sharpely  him  assayld,  and  sore  bestedde 

With  heapes  of  strokes,  which  he  at  him  let  flie 

As  thicke  as  hayle  forth  poured  from  the  skie : 

He  stroke,  he  soust,  he  foynd,  he  hewd,  he  lasht, 

And  did  his  yron  brond  so  fast  applie. 

That  from  the  same  the  fierie  sparkles  flasht, 

As  fast  as  water-sprinkles  gainst  a  rooke  are  dasht. 

Much  was  Cambello  daunted  with  his  blowes;  26 

So  thicke  they  fell,  and  forcibly  were  sent, 

That  he  was  forst  from  daunger  of  the  throwes 

Backe  to  retire,  and  somewhat  to  relent. 

Till  th'  heat  of  his  fierce  furie  he  had  spent : 

Which  when  for  want  of  breath  gan  to  abate. 

He  then  afresh  with  new  encouragement 

Did  him  assayle,  and  mightihr  amate. 

As  fast,  as  forward  erst,  now  backward  to  retrate. 

Like  as  the  tide,  that  comes  fro  th'  ocean  mayne,  27 

Flowes  up  the  Shenan  with  contririe  forse, 

And,  over-ruling  him  in  his  owne  ravne, 

Drives  backe  the  current  of  his  kincDy  course. 

And  mtdces  it  seeme  to  have  some  other  sourse ; 

But  when  the  floud  is  spent,  then  backe  againe 

His  borrowed  waters  forst  to  re-disbourse. 

He  sends  the  sea  his  owne  with  double  ^aine. 

And  tribute  eke  withall,  as  to  his  soverame. 

Thus  did  the  battell  varie  to  and  fro,  23 

With  diverse  fortune  doubtfull  to  be  deemed: 

Now  this  tiie  better  had,  now  had  his  fo; 

Then  he  halfe  vanquisht,  then  the  other  seemed ; 

Yet  victors  both  themselves  alwaves  esteemed : 

And  all  the  while  the  disentrayled  blood 

Adowne  their  sides  like  litle  rivers  stremed,  .^ , 

That  with  the  wasting  of  his  vitall  flood 

Sir  Triamond  at  last  full  faint  and  feeble  stood. 
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Bat  Cambell  still  more  strong  and  greater  ^frew,  29 

Ne  felt  his  blood  to  wast,  no  powres  empensht, 

Through  that  rings  yertue,  that  with  vigpor  new. 

Still  whenas  he  enfeebled  was,  him  cherisht, 

And  aU  his  wonnds  and  all  his  bruises  guarisht: 

Like  as  a  withered  tree,  through  husbands  toyle, 

Is  often  seene  full  freshly  to  lukve  florisht. 

And  fruitfull  apples  to  have  borne  awhile, 

As  fresh  as  when  it  first  was  planted  in  the  soyle. 

Through  which  advantage,  in  his  strength  he  rose  30 

And  smote  the  other  with  so  wondrous  might, 

That  through  the  seame  which  did  his  hauberk  dose 

Into  his  throate  and  life  it  pierced  quight, 

Thatdowne  he  fell  as  dead  m  all  mens  sight: 

Yet  dead  he  was  not ;  yet  he  sure  did  die. 

As  all  men  do  that  lose  the  liying  spright: 

So  did  one  soule  out  of  his  bodie  flie 

Unto  her  native  home  from  mortall  miserie. 

But  nathelesse  whilst  all  the  lookers-on  31 

Him  dead  behight,  as  he  to  all  appeard. 

All  unawares  he  started  up  anon, 

As  one  that  had  out  of  a  dreme  bene  reard. 

And  fr^h  assayld  his  foe ;  who  halfe  affeard 

Of  th'  uncouth  sight,  as  he  some  ghost  had  seene, 

Stood  still  amaz'd,  holding  his  idle  sweard ; 

Till,  having  often  by  him  stricken  beene. 

He  forced  was  to  strike  and  save  himselfe  from  teene. 

Yet  from  thenceforth  more  warily  he  fought^  33 

As  one  in  feare  the  Stygian  gods  t'  ofiena« 

Ne  followd  on  so  fast,  but  rather  sought 

Himselfe  to  save,  and  daunger  to  defend. 

Then  life  and  labour  both  in  vaine  to  spend. 

Which  Tnamond  perceiving,  weened  sure 

He  can  to  faint  toward  the  battels  end, 

AniT that  he  should  not  long  on  foote  endure  i 

A  signe  which  did  to  him  the  victorie  assure. 

Whereof  full  bhth  eftsoones  his  mightie  hand  33 

He  heav'd  on  high,  in  mind  with  tlmt  same  blow 

To  make  an  end  of  all  that  did  withstand : 

Which  Cambell  seeing  come,  was  noUiing  slow 

Himselfe  to  save  from  Uiat  so  deadly  throw; 

And  at  that  instant  reaching  forth  his  sweard 

Close  underneath  his  shield,  that  scarce  did  show, 

Stroke  him,  as  he  is  hand  to  strike  upreard,  [appeard. 

In  th'  arm-pit  full,  that  through  both  sides  the  wound 
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Yet  still  that  direful!  stroke  kept  on  his  way,  ^ 

And,  falling  heavie  on  Cambelloes  crest, 

Strooke  him  so  hugelj  that  in  a  swowne  ha  laj. 

And  in  his  head  an  hideous  wound  imprest: 

And  sure,  had  it  not  happily  found  rest 

Upon  the  brim  of  his  brode-plated  shield. 

It  would  have  clefl  his  braine  downe  to  his  brest : 

So  both  at  once  fell  dead  upon  the  field. 

And  each  to  other  seemd  the  viotorie  to  yield. 

Which  whenas  all  the  lookers-on  beheld,  85 

rhev  weened  sure  the  warre  was  at  an  end ; 

And  iudges  rose ;  and  marshals  of  the  field 

Broke  up  the  listes,  their  armes  away  to  rend ; 

And  Canacee  gan  wayle  her  dearest  frend. 

All  suddenly  they  both  upstarted  light, 

The  one  out  of  tne  swownd  which  him  did  blend. 

The  other  breathing  now  another  spright ; 

And  fiercf^ly  each  assayling  gan  afresh  to  fight. 

Long  while  they  then  continued  in  that  wize,  36 

As  if  but  then  the  battell  had  begonne : 

Strokes,  wounds,  wards,  weapons,  all  they  did  despise ; 

Ne  either  card  to  ward,  or  perill  shonne. 

Desirous  both  to  have  the  battell  donne ; 

Ne  either  cared  life  to  save  or  spill, 

Ne  which  of  them  did  winne,  ne  which  were  wonne ; 

So  wearie  both  of  fighting  had  their  fill. 

That  life  itselfe  seemd  loathsome,  and  long  safctio  ill. 

Whilst  thus  the  case  in  doubtfull  ballance  hong,  87 

Unsure  to  whether  side  it  would  incline. 

And  all  mens  eyes  and  hearts,  which  there  among 

Stood  gazing,  filled  were  with  ruful  tine 

And  secret  feare,  to  see  their  fatall  fine ; 

All  suddenly  they  heard  a  troublous  noyes, 

That  seemd  some  perilous  tumult  to  desine, 

Confus'd  with  womens  cries  and  shouts  of  boyes. 

Such  as  the  troubled  theatres  ofltimes  annoyes. 

Thereat  the  champions  both  stood  still  a  space,  88 

To  weeten  what  that  sudden  clamour  ment : 

Lo !  where  they  spyde  with  speedie  whirling  pace 

One  in  a  charet  or  straunge  fumiment 

Towards  them  driving  like  a  storme  out  sent. 

The  charet  decked  was  in  wondrous  wize 

With  gold  and  many  a  gorgeous  ornament. 

After  the  Persian  monarks  antique  guize. 

Such  as  the  maker  selfe  could  best  by  art  device. 
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And  drawne  it  was  (tliat  wonder  m  to  tell)  99 

Of  two  grim  lyons,  taken  from  the  wood 

In  whicn  their  powre  all  others  did  excdl, 

Now  made  forget  their  former  cruell  mood, 

T*  obev  their  nders  hest»  as  seemed  good: 

And  therein  sate  a  lady  passing  fiure 

And  bright,  that  seemea  borne  of  angels  brood ; 

And,  witli  her  beautie,  bonntie  did  compare, 

Whether  of  them  in  her  should  have  the  greater  share. 

Thereto  she  learned  was  in  ma^cke  leare,  40 

And  all  the  artes  that  subtill  wits  discover, 

Having  therein  bene  trained  many  a  yeare, 

And  well  instracted  by  the  fay  her  mother. 

That  in  the  same  she  farre  exoeld  all  other : 

Who,  understanding  by  her  mightie  art 

Of  th'  evill  plight  in  which  her  dearest  brother 

Now  stood,  came  forth  in  hast,  to  take  his  part, 

And  paci£e  the  strife  which  causd  so  deadly  smart. 

And,  as  she  passed  through  th'  unrulv  preaoe  41 

Of  people  thronging  thicke  her  to  behold. 

Her  angne  teame  breaking  their  bonds  of  peace 

Great  heapes  of  them,  like  sheepe  in  narrow  fold, 

For  hast  did  over-runne  in  dust  enronld ; 

That,  thorough  rude  confusion  of  the  rout, 

Some  fearing  shriekt,  some  being  harmed  hould. 

Some  laught  for  sport,  some  did  for  wonder  shout,     [dout. 

And  some,  that  would  seeme  wise,  their  wonder  tumd  to 

In  her  right  hand  a  rod  of  peace  shee  bore,  42 

About  the  which  two  serpents  weren  wound, 
Entrayled  mutually  in  lovehr  lore. 
And  by  the  tailes  together  nrmely  boimd, 
And  both  were  with  one  olive  garland  crownd ; 
•  ^jike  to  the  rod  which  Maias  sonne  doth  wield. 
Wherewith  the  hellish  fiends  he  doth  confound ;) 
And  in  her  other  hand  a  cup  she  hild. 
The  which  was  with  Nepenthe  to  the  brim  upfild. 

Nepenthe  is  a  drinck  of  soverayne  grace,  43 

Devized  by  the  gods  for  to  asswage 

Harts  grief,  and  bitter  gall  away  to  chace 

Which  stirs  up  anguish  and  contentious  rage : 

Instead  thereof  sweet  peace  and  quietage 

It  doth  establish  in  the  troubled  mynd. 

Few  men,  but  such  as  sober  are  and  sage. 

Are  by  the  gods  to  drinck  thereof  assynd; 

But  such  as  drinck,  etemaU  happinesse  do  fVnd. 
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Such  famous  men,  such  wortihies  of  the  earth,  44 

As  love  will  have  advaunced  to  the  skie, 

And  there  made  gods,  though  borne  of  mortall  berth. 

For  their  high  merits  and  great  dignitie, 

Are  wont,  before  they  may  to  heaven  flie. 

To  drincke  hereof;  whereby  all  cares  forepast 

Are  washt  away  quite  from  their  memorie : 

So  did  those  olde  heroes  hereof  taste. 

Before  that  they  in  blisse  amongst  the  gods  were  plaste.  * 

Much  more  of  price  and  of  more  gratious  powre  45 

Is  this,  then  that  same  water  of  Ardenne, 

The  which  Einaldo  drunck  in  happie  howre. 

Described  by  that  famous  Tuscane  penne : 

For  that  haa  might  to  change  the  he  hearts  of  men 

Fro  love  to  hate,  a  change  of  evill  choise : 

But  this  doth  hatred  make  in  love  to  brenne, 

And  heavy  heart  with  comfort  doth  reioyce. 

Who  would  not  to  this  vertue  rather  yeeld  his  voice ! 

At  last  arriving  bv  the  listes  side,  46 

Shee  with  her  rod.  did  softly  smite  the  raile. 

Which  straight  flew  ope  and  gave  her  way  to  ride. 

Eftsoones  out  of  her  ooch  she  gan  availe. 

And  pacing  fairely  forth  did  bid  all  haile 

First  to  her  brother  whom  she  loved  deare. 

That  so  to  see  him  made  her  heart  to  quaile ; 

And  next  to  Cambell,  whose  sad  ruefull  cheare 

Made  her  to  change  her  hew,  and  ludden  love  t'  appeare. 

They  lightly  her  requit,  (for  small  delight  47 

They  had  as  then  her  long  to  entertaine,) 
And  eft  them  turned  both  againe  to  fight : 
Which  when  she  saw,  downe  on  the  bloudy  plaine 
Herselfe  she  threw,  and  teares  gan  shed  amaine ;        • 
Amount  her  teares  imnmdng  prayers  meeke, 
And  with  her  prayers  reasons,  to  restraine 
From  blouddy  stnfe ;  and,  blessed  neaoe  to  seeke. 
By  all  that  unto  them  was  deare  did  them  beseeke. 

But  whenas  all  might  nouji^ht  with  them  prevaile,  43 

She  smote  them  bfchtly  with  her  powrefull  wand : 

Then  suddenly,  as  if  their  hearts  did  faile, 

Their  wrathful!  blades  downe  fell  out  of  their  hand, 

And  ihej,  like  men  astonisht,  still  cUd  stancL 

Thus  whilest  their  minds  were  doubtfully  distraught, 

And  mighty  spirites  bound  with  mightier  band. 

Her  golden  cup  to  them  for  drinke  she  raught, 

Whereof,  full  glad  for  thirst,  ech  drunk  an  harty  draught : 
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Of  which  80  soone  as  they  once  tasted  had,  '19 

Wonder  it  is  that  sudden  change  to  see : 

Instead  of  strokes,  each  other  kissed  glad. 

And  lovely  haulst,  from  feare  of  treason  firee. 

And  pliffhted  hands,  for  ever  firiends  to  be. 

When  all  men  saw  this  sudden  change  of  things, 

So  mortall  foes  so  fiiendly  to  agree, 

For  passing  iov,  which  so  great  marvaile  bringa. 

They  all  gan  shout  aloud,  that  all  the  heaven  rings. 

All  which  when  gentle  Canacee  beheld,*  50 

In  hast  she  from  her  lofty  chaire  descended. 

To  weet  what  sudden  tidings  was  befeld: 

Where  when  she  saw  that  cruell  war  so  ended. 

And  deadly  foes  so  faithfully  afirended. 

In  lovely  wise  she  gan  that  lady  greet. 

Which  had  so  ^at  dismay  so  well  amended ; 

And,  entertaining  her  with  curt'sies  meet, 

Profest  to  her  true  friendship  and  affection  sweet. 

Thus  when  they  all  accorded  goodlv  were,  Si 

The  trumpets  sounded,  and  they  all  arose, 

Thence  to  depart  with  glee  and  gladsome  chere. 

Those  warlike  champions  both  together  chose 

Homeward  to  march,  themselves  there  to  repose : 

And  wise  Cambina,  taking  by  her  side 

Faire  Canacee  as  fresh  as  morning  rose, 

Unto  her  coch  remounting,  home  did  ride, 

Admir'd  of  all  the  people  and  much  glorifide. 

Where  making  ioyous  feast  their  daies  they  spent  52 

In  perfect  love,  devoide  of  hatefidl  strife, 

AUide  with  bands  of  mutuall  couplement; 

For  Triamond  had  Canacee  to  wife. 

With  whom  he  ledd  a  long  and  happie  life ; 

And  Cambel  tooke  Cambina  to  his  fere. 

The  which  as  life  were  each  to  other  liefe. 

So  all  alike  did  love,  and  loved  were. 

That  since  their  days  such  lovers  were  not  found  elswere.  ' 
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CANTO  IV. 

Sat/rane  makes  a  tnnieTmeiit 

For  love  of  FlorimeU : 
Britomart  winnee  the  prize  ftom  all. 

And  Artegall  doth  qaelL 

It  often  fals,  (as  here  it  earst  befell,) 

That  mortall  roes  doe  tume  to  foithfull  frenda. 

And  iriends  profest  are  chaungd  to  foemen  fell : 

The  cause  ofboth  of  both  theu*  minds  depends; 

And  th'  end  of  both  likewise  of  both  their  ends : 

For  enmitie,  that  of  no  ill  proceeds 

Bat  of  occasion,  with  th' occasion  ends; 

And  Mendship,  which  a  faint  affection  breeds 

Without  regard  of  good,  dyes  like  ill-grounded  aoeds. 

That  well  (me  seemes)  appeares  by  that  of  late 

Twixt  Cambell  and  Sir  Triamond  befell ; 

As  als  by  this ;  that  now  a  new  debate 

Stird  up  twixt  Blandamour  and  Paridell, 

The  which  by  course  befals  me  here  to  tell : 

"WTio,  haying  those  two  other  knights  espide 

Marching  aiore,  as  ye  remember  well. 

Sent  forth  their  squire  to  have  them  both  descride, 

And  eke  those  masked  ladies  riding  them  beside. 

Who  backe  returning  told,  as  he  had  seene. 
That  they  were  douglitie  knights  of  dreaded  name ; 
And  those  two  ladies  their  two  loves  unseene ; 
And  therefore  wiaht  them  without  blot  or  blame 
To  let  them  passe  at  will,  for  dread  of  shame. 
But  Blandamour,  full  of  vain-glorious  spright, 
And  rather  stird  by  his  discordfull  dame, 
Upon  them  gladly  would  have  prov'd  his  might. 
But  that  he  yet  was  sore  of  his  late  lucklesse  fight 

Yet  nigh  approchinjp^  he  them  fowle  bespake, 
Disgracing  them,  himselfe  thereby  to  grace 
As  was  his  wont :  so  weening  way  to  make 
To  ladies  love,  wnereso  he  came  m  place. 
And  wiUi  lewd  termes  their  lovers  to  deface. 
Whose  sharpe  provokement  them  incenst  so  sore, 
That  both  were  bent  t'  avenge  his  usage  base, 
And  gan  their  shields  addresse  themselves  afore : 
For  evill  deedes  may  better  then  bad  words  be  bore. 
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But  faire  Cambina  with  penwasions  myld  5 

Did  mitigate  the  fieroeneese  of  their  mode, 

That  for  the  present  they  were  reconcjrrd- 

And  gan  to  treate  of  deeds  of  armes  abrode, 

And  strange  adventures,  all  the  way  they  rodet 

Amongst  the  which  they  told,  as  then  befell. 

Of  that  great  tumey  which  was  blazed  brode, 

For  that  rich  girdle  of  faire  Florimell, 

The  prize  of  her  which  did  in  beautie  most  exoelL 

To  which  folke-mote  they  all  with  one  consent,  6 

Sith  each  of  them  his  laoie  had  him  by. 

Whose  beautie  each  of  them  thought  excellent^ 

Agreed  to  travell,  and  their  fortunes  try. 

So  as  the^  passed  forth,  they  did  espy 

One  in  bright  armes  with  ready  speare  in  rest. 

That  toward  them  his  course  seem*d  to  apply ; 

Gainst  whom  Sir  Paridell  himselfe  addrest. 

Him  weening,  ere  he  nigh  approcht,  to  have  represt. 

Which  th'  other  seeing  gan  his  course  relent,  7 

And  Taimted  speare  ettsoones  to  disadvaunce, 

As  if  he  naught  but  peace  and  pleasure  ment, 

Now  falne  into  their  fellowship  by  chance ; 

Whereat  they  shewed  curteous  countenaunoe. 

So  as  he  rode  with  them  aocompanide. 

His  roving  eie  did  on  the  lady  glaunce 

Which  Blandamour  had  riding  oy  his  side : 

Whom  sure  he  weend  that  he  somewhere  tofore  had  eide. 

It  was  to  weete  that  snowy  Florimell,  8 

Which  Ferrau  late  from  Braggadochio  wonne ; 

Whom  he  now  seeing,  her  remembred  well. 

How  having  refb  her  from  the  witches  sonne. 

He  soone  her  lost :  wherefore  he  now  begunne 

To  challenge  her  anew,  as  his  owne  prize. 

Whom  formerly  he  had  in  battell  wonne. 

And  proffer  made  br  force  her  to  reprize : 

Which  scomefull  oner  Blandamour  gan  soone  despise; 

And  said ;  "  Sir  Knight,  sith  ye  this  lady  clame,  9 

Whom  he  that  hath  were  loth  to  lose  so  light, 

?^or  so  to  lose  a  lady  were  great  shame,) 
ee  shall  her  winne,  as  I  have  done,  in  fight : 
And  lo !  shee  shall  be  placed  here  in  sight 
Together  with  this  hag  beside  her  set, 
That  whoso  winnes  her  may  her  have  by  right  | 
But  he  shall  have  the  hag  that  is  ybet. 
And  with  her  alwaies  ride,  till  he  anotner  get.*' 
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That  offer  pleased  all  the  oompsn y :  10 

So  Florimell  with  At^  forth  was  broupht, 

At  which  they  all  gao  laugh  fall  merrily: 

But  Braggadochio  said,  he  never  thought 

For  such  an  hag,  that  seemed  worst  then  nought, 

His  person  to  emperiU  so  in  fight : 

But  if  to  match  that  lady  thejjr  had  sought 

Another  like,  that  were  like  faire  and  bright. 

His  life  he  then  would  spend  to  iustifie  his  right. 

At  which  his  yaine  excuse  they  all  gan  smile  11 

Ab  scorning  his  unmanlv  cowardize : 

And  Florimell  him  fowfy  gan  revile. 

That  for  her  sake  refus'd  to  enterprize 

The  battell,  oflVed  in  so  knightly  wize ; 

And  At^  eke  provokt  him  privily 

With  love  of  ner,  and  shame  of  much  mesprize. 

But  naught  he  car*d  for  friend  or  enemy; 

For  in  base  mind  nor  friendship  dwels  nor  enmity. 

But  Cambell  thus  did  shut  up  all  in  ieet ;  12 

"  Brave  knights  and  ladies,  oertes  ye  do  wrong 

To  stirre  up  strife,  when  most  us  needeth  rest, 

That  we  may  us  reserve  both  fresh  and  strong 

Against  the  tumeiment  which  is  not  long. 

When  whoso  list  to  fight  may  fight  his  fill : 

Till  then  ^rour  challengres  ye  may  prolong ; 

And  then  it  shall  be  tried,  if  ye  will, 

Whether  shall  have  the  hag,  or  hold  the  lady  stilL" 

They  all  agreed ;  so,  turning  all  to  game  13 

And  pleasaunt  bord,  they  past  forth  on* their  way; 
And  all  that  while,  whereso  they  rode  or  came ; 
That  masked  mock-knight  was  their  sport  and  play. 
Till  that  at  length  upon  th'  appointed  day 
Unto  the  place  of  tumeyment  they  came ; 
Where  they  before  them  found  in  fresh  aray 
Manie  a  brave  knight  and  manie  a  daintie  oame 
Assembled  for  to  get  the  honour  of  that  game. 

There  this  {aire  crew  arriving  did  divide  14 

Themselves  asunder:  Blandamour  with  those 

Of  his  on  th*  one,  the  rest  on  th*  other  side. 

But  boastfld  Braggadochio  rather  chose. 

For  glorie  vaine,  their  fellowship  to  loae. 

That  men  on  him  the  more  might  gaze  alone. 

The  rest  themselves  in  troupes  did  else  dispose. 

Like  as  it  seemed  best  to  every  one ; 

The  knights  in  couples  marcht  with  ladies  Imckt  sttone. 
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Then  first  of  all  forth  came  Sir  Satyrane,  15 

Bearinff  that  precious  relicke  in  an  arke 

Of  golo,  that  Dad  eyes  might  it  not  prophane ; 

Which  drawinff  softly  forth  out  of  the  darke. 

He  open  shewo,  that  all  men  it  mote  marke ; 

A  gorgeous  girdle,  curiously  embost 

With  pearle  and  precious  stone,  worth  many  a  marke ; 

Yet  did  the  worlananship  farre  passe  the  cost : 

It  was  the  same  which  lately  FlorimeU  had  lost. 

The  same  alofte  he  hun^  in  open  vew,  16 

To  be  the  prize  of  beau  tie  and  of  mi^ht ; 

The  which,  eftsoones  discovered,  to  it  drew 

The  eyes  of  all,  allur'd  with  close  delight, 

And  hearts  quite  robbed  with  so  glorious  sight, 

That  all  men  threw  out  vowes  ana  wishes  vaine. 

Thrise  happie  ladie,  and  thrise  hapi>ie  knight, 

Them  seemd  that  could  so  goodly  riches  gaine. 

So  worthie  of  the  periU,  worthy  of  the  pame. 

Then  tooke  the  bold  Sir  Satyrane  in  hand  17 

An  huge  great  speare,  such  as  he  wont  to  wield. 

And,  vauncing  forth  from  all  the  other  band 

Of  knights,  addrest  his  maiden-headed  shield. 

Shewing  hunselfe  all  ready  for  the  field : 

Gainst  whom  there  singled  from  the  other  side 

A  Painim  knight  that  well  in  armes  was  skil'd, 

And  had  in  many  a  battell  oft  bene  tride, 

Hight  Bruncheval  the  bold,  who  fiersly  forth  did  ride* 

So  furiously  they  both  together  met,  18 

That  neither  could  the  others  force  sustaine : 

As  two  fierce  buls,  that  strive  the  rule  to  get 

Of  all  the  heard,  meete  with  so  hideous  maine. 

That  both  rebutted  tumble  on  the  plaine ; 

So  these  two  champions  to  the  ground  were  feld ; 

Where  in  a  maze  they  both  did  long  remaine, 

And  in  their  hands  their  idle  troncheons  held. 

Which  neither  able  were  to  wag,  or  once  to  weld. 

Which  when  the  noble  Ferramont  espide,  19 

He  pricked  forth  in  ayd  of  Satyran ; 

And  him  against  Sir  filandamour  did  ride 

With  all  the  strength  and  stifnesse  that  he  can. 

But  the  more  strong  and  stiffely  that  he  ran. 

So  much  more  sorely  to  the  ground  he  fell. 

That  on  an  heape  were  tumbled  horse  and  man : 

Unto  whose  rescue  forth  rode  Paridell ; 

But  him  likewise  with  that  same  speare  he  eke  did  quelL 
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Which  Braggadochio  seeing  had  no  will  20 

To  hasten  greatly  to  hia  partiea  ayd, 

Albee  his  turne  were  next,  bat  stood  there  still. 

As  one  that  seemed  doubtfiill  or  dismajd : 

But  Triamond,  halfe  wroth  to  see  him  staid. 

Sternly  step  forth  and  raught  away  his  speare. 

With  which  so  sore  he  Ferramont  assaid. 

That  horse  and  man  to  ground  he  quite  did  beare, 

That  neither  could  in  hast  themselves  again  uprearo. 

• 

Which  to  avenge  Sir  Devon  him  did  dight,    *  21 

But  with  no  better  fortune  than  the  rest ; 

For  him  likewise  he  quickly  downe  did  smight : 

And  after  him  Sir  Douglas  him  addrest ; 

And  after  him  Sir  Palimord  forth  prest ; 

But  none  of  them  against  his  strokes  could  stand ; 

But,  all  the  more,  the  m  re  his  praise  increst : 

For  either  th^  were  left  njKm  the  land, 

Or  went  away  sore  wounded  of  his  haplesse  hand. 

And  now  by  this  Sir  Satvrane  abndd  22 

Out  of  the  swowne,  in  which  too  lon^  he  lay; 

And  looking  roimd  about,  like  one  dismaid, 

Whenas  he  saw  the  meroilesse  affray 

Which  doughty  Triamond  had  wrought  that  day 

Unto  the  noble  kniohts  of  Maidenhead, 

His  miiihty  heart  did  almost  rend  in  tway 

For  very  gall,  that  rather  wholly  dead 

Himselte  he  wisht  have  beene  then  in  so  bad  a  stead. 

Eftsoones  he  gan  to  gather  up  around  23 

His  weapons  which  lay  scattered  all  abrode, 

And,  as  it  fell,  his  steed  he  ready  found : 

On  whom  remounting  fiercely  forth  he  rode, 

Like  sparke  of  Gfe  that  from  the  andvile  glode. 

There  where  he  saw  the  valiant  Triamond 

Chasing,  and  laying  on  them  heavy  lode. 

That  none  his  force  were  able  to  withstond ; 

So  dreadfull  were  his  strokes,  so  deadly  was  his  hond. 

With  that,  at  him  his  beamlike  speare  he  aimed,  tl 

And  thereto  all  his  power  and  might  appUde : 

The  wicked  Steele  for  misdiiefe  nrst  ordained 

And  having  now  misfortune  got  for  guide, 

Staid  not  iS}l  it  arrived  in  his  side, 

And  therein  made  a  verv  griesly  wound, 

That  streames  of  blood  his  armour  all  bedide. 

Much  was  he  daunted  with  that  direfnll  stownd, 

That  scane  he  him  upheld  from  falling  in  a  sound. 
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Yet,  as  he  mkht,  hiniselfe  he  soft  withdrew  25 

Out  of  the  field,  that  none  perceiv'd  it  plaine ; 

Then  gan  the  part  of  chalengers  anew 

To  range  the  field,  and  victorlike  to  raine, 

That  none  against  them  bat^U  durst  maintaine. 

Bv  that  the  gloomy  evening  on  them  fell. 

That  forced  them  firom  fighting  to  refraine, 

And  trumpets  sound  to  cease  md  them  compell : 

So  Satyrane  that  day  was  iudg'd  to  beare  the  belL 

The  morrow  next  the  tumey  gan  anew ;  26 

And  with  the  first  the  hardy  Satyrane 

Appear'd  in  place,  with  all  his  noble  crew : 

On  th*  other  side  full  many^  a  warlike  swaine 

Assembled  were,  that  glorious  prize  to  gaine. 

But  mongst  them  all  was  not  Sir  Triamond ; 

Unable  he  new  battell  to  darraine. 

Through  grievaunoe  of  his  late  received  wound, 

That  doubly  did  him  grieve  when  so  himselfe  he  found. 

Which  Gambell  seeing,  though  he  could  not  salve,  27 

"Ne  done  undoe,  yet,  lor  to  salve  his  name 

And  purchase  honour  in  his  friends  behalve, 

This  goodly  counterfesaunce  he  did  frame : 

The  snield  and  armes,  well  knowne  to  be  the  same 

Which  Triamond  had  wome,  imawares  to  wight 

And  to  his  friend  unwist,  for  doubt  of  blame 

If  he  misdid,  he  on  himselfe  did  di^ht, 

That  none  could  him  disceme ;  anaso  went  forth  to  fight« 

There  Satyrane  lord  of  the  field  he  found,  28 

Triumphing  in  great  ioy  and  iolity ; 

Gainst  whom  none  able  was  to  stand  on  ground; 

That  much  he  gan  his  dorie  to  envy^ 

And  cast  t'  avenge  his  friends  indignity : 

A  mightie  speare  eftsoones  at  him  be  bent; 

Who,  seeing  him  come  on  so  furiously, 

Met  him  nud-way  with  eauall  hardiment. 

That  forcibly  to  ground  tiey  both  together  went. 

Thev  up  a^aine  themselves  can  lightly  reare,  29 

And  to  their  tryed  swords  themselves  betake ; 
Widi  which  they  wrought  such  wondrous  marvels  there 
That  all  the  rest  it  did  amazed  make, 
Ne  any  dar'd  their  perill  to  partake ; 
Now  cuffing  close,  now  chasmg  to  and  ho. 
Now  hurtling  round  advantage  for  to  take : 
As  two  wild  Doares  together  grapling  go, 
Chaufing  and  foming  choler  each  against  his  fo. 
Q  Q 
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So  as  they  courst,  and  tumeyd  here  and  theare,  30 

It  chaunst  Sir  Satjrrane  his  steed  at  last. 

Whether  through  foundring  or  through  sodein  feare. 

To  stumble,  that  his  rider  nigh  he  cast ; 

Which  vauntage  Cambell  did  pui;sue  so  fast, 

That,  ere  hiraselfe  he  had  recovered  well. 

So  sore  he  sowst  him  on  the  compast  creast, 

That  forced  him  to  leave  his  loflv  sell, 

And  rudely  tumbling  downe  unaer  his  horse-feete  fell. 

Lightly  Cambello  leapt  downe  from  his  steed  31 

For  to  have  rent  his  snield  and  armes  awav> 

That  wb vlome  wont  to  be  the  victors  meea ; 

When  all  unwares  he  felt  an  hideous  sway 

Of  many  swords  that  lode  on  him  did  lay : 

An  hundred  knights  had  him  enclosed  round, 

To  rescue  Satyrane  out  of  his  pray : 

All  which  at  once  huge  strokes  on  him  did  pound. 

In  hope  to  take  him  prisoner,  where  he  stood  on  ground. 

He  with  their  multitude  was  nought  dismayd  32 

But  with  stout  courage  tumd  upon  them  dfl. 

And  with  his  brond-iron  round  about  him  layd ; 

Of  which  he  dealt  large  almes,  as  did  befall : 

Like  as  a  lion,  that  by  chaunce  doth  fall 

Lito  the  hunters  toile,  doth  rage  and  rore, 

Li  royall  heart  disdaining  to  be  thrall : 

But  all  in  vaine :  for  what  might  one  do  more  P 

They  have  him  taken  captive,  though  it  grieve  him  sore. 

Whereof  when  newes  to  Triamond  was  brought  33 

Thereas  he  lay,  his  wound  he  soone  forgot. 
And  starting  up  streight  for  his  armour  sought: 
In  vaine  he  sought ;  tor  there  he  found  it  not ; 
Cambello  it  away  before  had  got : 
Cambelloes  armes  therefore  he  on  him  threw. 
And  liffhtly  issewd  forth  to  take  his  lot. 
There  ne  in  troupe  found  all  that  warlike  crew, 
Leading  his  friend  away,  full  sorie  to  his  vew. 

Into  the  thickest  of  that  knightly  preasse  34 

He  thrust,  and  smote  downe  all  that  was  betweene 

Caned  with  fervent  zeale ;  ne  did  he  ceasse. 

Till  that  he  came  where  he  had  Cambell  scene 

Like  captive  thral  two  other  knights  atweene : 

There  he  amongst  them  cruell  havocke  makes. 

That  they,  which  lead  him,  soone  enforced  beene 

To  let  him  loose  to  save  their  proper  stakes : 

Who,  being  freed,  from  one  a  weapon  fiercely  takes  I 
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With  that  he  drives  at  them  with  dreadfiill  mighty  35 

Both  in  remembrance  of  his  friends  late  harme. 

And  in  reven^ement  of  his  owne  despi^t : 

So  both  together  give  a  new  aUarme, 

As  if  but  now  the  oattell  wexed  warme. 

As  when  two  greedy  wolves  doe  breake  by  force 

Into  an  heard,  farre  from  the  husband  farme, 

They  spoile  and  ravine  without  all  remorse : 

So  did  these  two  through  all  tiie  field  their  foes  enforce. ' 

Fiercely  they  foUowd  on  their  bolde  emprize,  36 

Till  trumpets  sound  did  wame  them  all  to  rest : 

Then  all  with  one  consent  did  yeeld  the  prize 

To  Triamond  and  Cambell  as  the  best : 

But  Triamond  to  Cambell  it  relest, 

And  Cambell  it  to  Triamond  transferd ; 

Each  labouring  t*  advance  the  others  gest, 

And  make  his  praise  before  his  owne  preferd : 

So  that  the  doome  was  to  another  day  differd. 

The  last  day  came ;  when  all  those  knightes  againe  37 

Assembled  were  their  deedes  of  armes  to  shew. 

FuU  many  deedes  that  day  were  shewed  plaine : 

But  Satyrane,  bove  all  the  other  crew, 

His  wondrous  worth  dedard  in  all  mens  view ; 

Eor  from  the  first  he  to  the  last  endured : 

And  though  some  while  Fortune  fix)m  him  withdrew, 

Tet  evermore  his  honour  he  recured. 

And  with  unwearied  powre  his  party  still  assured. 

Ne  was  there  knight  that  ever  thought  of  armes,  38  * 

But  that  his  utmost  prowesse  there  made  knowen : 
That,  by  their  many  wounds  and  carelesse  harmes, 
By  shivered  speares  and  swords  all  under  strowen. 
By  scattered  shields,  was  easie  to  be  showen. 
There  might  ye  see  loose  steeds  at  randon  ronne, 
Whose  lucklesse  riders  late  were  overthrowen ; 
And  sauiers  make  hast  to  helpe  their  lords  fordonne : 
But  still  the  knights  of  Maid^iihead  the  better  wonne. 

Till  that  there  entred  on  the  other  side  39 

A  straunger  knight,  from  whence  no  man  could  reed. 
In  quyent  disguise,  full  hard  to  be  descride : 
For  all  his  armour  was  like  salvage  weed 
With  woody  mosse  bedight,  and  all  his  steed 
With  oaken  leaves  attrapt,  that  seemed  fit 
For  salvage  wisht,  and  thereto  well  agreed 
His  word,  whidi  on  his  ragged  shield  was  writ, 
Sahagesie  sam  finesse,  shewing  secret  wit 
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He,  at  Ills  first  inoomming,  oharg'd  his  spere  40 

At  him  tliat  first  appeared  in  his  sight ; 

That  was  to  weet  the  stout  Sir  Sangliere, 

Who  well  was  knowen  to  be  a  valiant  knight. 

Approved  ofb  in  many  a  perlous  fight : 

Hmi  at  the  first  encounter  downe  he  smote, 

And  over-bore  beyond  his  crouper  quight; 

And  after  him  another  knight,  that  iiote 

Sir  Brianor,  so  sore,  that  none  him  life  behote. 

Then,  ere  his  hand  he  reard,  he  overthrew  41 

Seven  knights  one  after  other  as  they  came : 

And,  when  his  speare  was  brust,  his  sword  he  drew 

The  instrument  of  wrath,  and  with  the  same 

Far'd  like  a  lyon  in  his  bloodie  game, 

Hewing  and  slashing  shields  ana  helmets  bright. 

And  beating  downe  whatever  nigh  him  came, 

That  every  one  gan  shun  his  dreuadfull  sight 

Ko  lesse  than  death  itselfe,  in  daungerous  affright. 

Much  wondred  all  men  what  or  whence  he  came,  43 

That  did  amongst  the  troupes  so  tyrannijce ; 

And  each  of  other  gan  inquire  his  name : 

But,  when  they  could  not  leam  it  by  no  wize, 

Most  answerable  to  his  wyld  disguize 

It  seemed,  him  to  terme  the  salvage  knight : 

But  certes  his  right  name  was  otherwize. 

Though  knowne  to  few  that  Arthegall  he  hiffht. 

The  doughtiest  knight  that  liv'd  that  day,  ana  most  of  might. 

Thus  was  Sir  Satyrane  with  all  his  band  43 

By  his  sole  manhood  and  atchievement  stout 

Dismay 'd,  that  none  of  them  in  field  durst  stand, 

But  beaten  were  and  chased  all  about. 

So  he  continued  all  that  day  throughout. 

Till  evening  that  the  sunne  gan  downward  bend : 

Then  rushed  forth  out  of  the  thickest  rout 

A  straunger  knight,  that  did  his  glorie  shend : 

So  nought  may  be  esteemed  happie  till  the  end  I 

He  at  his  entrance  charg'd  his  powrefiill  speare  44 

At  Arthegall,  in  middest  of  his  pryde, 

And  therewith  smote  him  on  his  umbriere 

So  sore,  that  tombling  backe  he  downe  did  slydo 

Over  his  horses  taile  above  a  stiyde ; 

Whence  htle  lust  he  had  to  rise  againe. 

Which  Cambell  seeing,  much  the  same  envyde. 

And  ran  at  him  with  iJl  his  might  and  maine ; 

But  shortly  waa  likewise  scene  lying  on  the  plaine 
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Wliereat  foil  inly  wroth  was  Triamond,  45 

And  cast  t'  avenge  the  shame  doen  to  his  freend : 

But  by  his  friend  himselfe  eke  soone  he  fond 

In  no  lesse  neede  of  helpe  then  him  he  weend. 

All  which  when  Blandamonr  from  end  to  end 

Beheld,  he  woie  therewith  displeased  sore, 

And  thought  in  nmid  it  shortly  to  amend : 

His  si>eare  he  feutred,  and  at  nim  it  bore ; 

But  with  no  better  fortune  then  the  rest  afore. 

Full  manv  others  at  him  likewise  ran ;  46 

But  all  01  them  likewise  dismounted  were: 

Ne  certes  wonder;  for  no  powre  of  man 

Could  bide  the  force  of  that  enchaunted  spenre, 

The  which  this  famous  Bntomart  did  beare ; 

>Yith  which  she  wondrous  deeds  of  arms  atchieyed. 

And  overthrew  whatever  came  her  neare, 

That  all  those  stranger  knights  full  sore  agrieved. 

And  that  late  weaker  band  of  chalengers  relieved. 

Like  as  in  sommers  day  when  raging  heat  47 

Doth  bume  the  earth  and  boyled  rivers  drie. 

That  all  brute  beasts  forst  to  refraine  fro  meat 

Poe  hunt  for  shade  where  shrowded  they  may  lie. 

And,  missing  it,  faine  from  themselves  td  flie ; 

All  travellers  tormented  are  with  paine : 

A  watry  cloud  doth  overcast  the  side, 

And  poureth  forth  a  sudden  shoure  of  rame. 

That  all  the  wretched  world  reoomforteth  againe : 

So  did  the  warlike  Bri  torn  art  restore  48 

The  prize  to  knights  of  Maydenhead  that  day, 

Which  else  was  like  to  have  bene  lost,  and  bore 

The  prayse  of  prowesse  from  them  aU  away. 

Then  shrilling  trompets  loudly  gan  to  bray, 

And  bad  them  leave  their  labours  and  long  toyle 

To  ioyous  feast  and  other  gentle  play, 

Where  beauties  prize  should  win  that  pretious  sppyle. 

Where  I  with  sound  of  trompe  will  also  rest  awhyle. 
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CANTO  V. 

The  l»diet  for  the  girdle  itriTe 

Of  famous  Florlmell : 
Scndamour,  oommlng  to  Caresl  house 

Doth  sleepe  trom.  him  expel. 

It  hath  bene  through  all  agee  ever  seene. 

That  with  the  praise  of  armes  and  cheiralrie 

The  prize  of  beantie  still  hath  iojrned  beene; 

And  that  for  reasons  speciall  priyitee; 

Por  either  doth  on  other  much  relie: 

For  he  me  seemes  mofit  fit  the  faire  to  serve, 

That  can  her  best  defend  from  villenie ; 

And  she  most  fit  his  service  doth  deserve, 

That  fairest  is,  and  from  her  faith  will  never  swerve. 

So  fitly  now  here  commeth  next  in  place, 

After  the  proofe  of  prowesse  ended  weU, 

The  controverse  of  beauties  soveraine  grace ; 

In  which,  to  her  that  doth  the  most  excell, 

Shall  fall  the  girdle  of  faire  Florimell : 

That  many  wish  to  win  for  glorie  vaine, 

And  not  for  vertuous  use,  which  some  doe  tell 

That  trlorious  belt  did  in  itselfe  containe. 

Which  ladies  ought  to  love,  and  seeke  for  to  obtaine. 

That  girdle  gave  the  vertue  of  chast  love 
And  wivehood  true  to  all  that  did  it  beare ; 
But  whosoever  contrarie  doth  prove. 
Might  not  the  same  about  her  middle  weare 
But  it  would  loose,  or  else  asunder  teare. 
Whilome  it  was  fas  Faeries  wont  report) 
Dame  Venus  girale,  by  her  'steemea  deare 
What  time  she  usd  to  live  in  wively  sort, 
But  layd  aside  whenso  she  usd  her  looser  sport 

Her  husband  Vulcan  whylome  for  her  sake. 
When  first  he  loved  her  with  heart  entire, 
This  pretious  ornament,  they  say,  did  make. 
And  wrought  in  Lemnos  with  unauenched  firei 
And  afterwards  did  for  her  loves  first  liire 
Give  it  to  her,  for  ever  to  remaine. 
Therewith  to  bind  lascivious  desire, 
And  loose  affections  streightly  to  restraine ; 
Which  vertue  it  for  ever  after  did  retaine. 
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The  same  one  daj,  wlien  she  herselfe  disposd  5 

To  vifiite  her  beloved  paramoure, 

The  ffod  of  warre,  she  from  her  middle  looed, 

And  left  behind  her  in  her  secret  bowre 

On  AcidaJian  monnt,  where  many  an  howre 

She  with  the  pleasant  graces  wont  to  play. 

There  Florimell  in  her  first  ages  flowre 

Was  fostered  b^  those  graces,  (as' they  say,) 

And  brought  with  her  from  thence  thj&t  goodly  belt  away. 

That  goodly  belt  was  cestus  hight  by  name,  6 

And  as  her  life  by  her  esteemed  deare : 

No  wonder  then,  if  that  to  winne  the  same 

So  many  ladies  sought,  as  shall  anpeare : 

For  pearelesse  she  was  thought  that  it  did  beare. 

And  now  by  this  their  feast  all  being  ended, 

The  iudges,  which  thereto  selected  were, 

Into  the  Martian  field  adowne  descended. 

To  deeme  this  doubtfull  case,  for  which  they  all  contended. 

But  first  was  question  made,  which  of  those  knights  7 

That  lately  tumeyd  had  the  wager  wonne : 

There  was  it  iudged,  by  whose  worthie  wights, 

That  Sat3rrane  the  first  day  best  had  donne: 

For  he  last  ended,  having  first  begonne. 

The  second  was  to  Triamond  behight. 

For  that  he  say'd  the  victour  from  fordonne : 

For  Cambell  victour  was,  in  all  mens  siffht, 

TOl  by  mishap  he  in  his  foemens  hand  aid  light. 

The  third  dayes  prize  unto  that  straunger  knight,  8 

Whom  all  men  term'd  knight  of  the  hebene  speare, 

Tb  Britomart  was  given  by  good  right; 

For  that  with  i>ui8saunt  stroke  she  downe  did  beare 

The  salvage  knight  that  victour  was  whileare, 

And  aU  the  rest  which  had  the  best  afore, 

And,  to  the  last,  unconquer*d  did  appeare ; 

For  last  is  deemed  beet :  to  her  therefore 

The  fayrest  ladie  was  aiudged  for  paramore. 

But  thereat  greatly  grudged  Arthegall,  0 

And  much  repynd,  that  both  of  victors  meede 

And  eke  of  honour  she  did  him  forestall: 

Yet  mote  he  not  withstand  what  was  decreede; 

But  inly  thought  of  that  despightfVJl  deede 

Fit  time  t'awaite  avenged  for  to  bee. 

This  being  ended  thus,  and  all  agreed. 

Then  next  ensew'd  the  paragon  to  see 

Of  bt^auties  praise,  and  yeeld  the  fayrest  her  due  fee. 
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Then  first  Cambello  bron^t  into  their  view  10 

His  faire  Cambina  coverecl  with  a  veale ; 

Which  being  once  withdrawne,  most  perfect  hew 

And  passing  beautie  did  eilsoones  reveale, 

That  able  was  weake  harts  awaj  to  steale. 

Next  did  Sir  Triamond  unto  their  sight 

The  face  of  his  deare  Canacee  unheale ; 

Whose  beauties  beame  eftsoones  did  shine  so  brig^ 

That  daz'd  the  eyes  of  all,  as  with  exceeding  light. 

And  after  her  did  Paridell  produce  11 

His  false  Duessa,  that  she  might  be  scene; 

Who  with  her  forged  beautie  did  seduce 

The  hearts  of  some  that  fairest  her  did  weene; 

As  diverse  wits  affected  divers  beene. 

Then  did  Sir  Ferramont  unto  them  shew 

His  Lucida,  that  was  full  faire  and  sheene ; 

And  after  these  an  hundred  ladies  moe 

Appeared  in  place,  the  which  each  other  did  outgoe. 

All  which  whoso  dare  ihinke  for  to  enchace,  12 

Him  needeth  sure  a  golden  pen  I  weene 

To  tell  the  feature  of  each  goodly  face. 

For,  since  the  day  that  they  created  beene, 

So  manv  heavenly  faces  were  not  scene 

Assembled  in  one  place :  ne  he  that  thought 

For  Chian  folke  to  pourtraict  beauties  queene. 

By  view  of  all  the  fairest  to  him  brought, 

So  many  faire  did  see,  as  here  he  might  have  sought. 

At  last,  the  most  redoubted  Britonesse  13 

Her  lovely  Amoret  did  open  shew; 

Whose  face,  discovered,  plainelr  did  expresse 

The  heavenlv  pourtraict  of  bright  angels  hew. 

Well  weenea  all,  which  her  that  time  did  vew. 

That  she  should  surely  beare  the  bell  away ; 

Till  Blandamour,  who  thought  he  had  the  trew 

And  very  Florimell,  did  her  display : 

The  sight  of  whom  once  scene  md  all  the  rest  dismay. 

For  all  afore  that  seemed  fayre  and  bright,  14 

Now  base  and  c6ntemptible  did  appeare, 

Compar*d  to  her  that  shone  as  Pheoes  light 

Amongst  the  lesser  starres  in  evening  cleare. 

All  that  her  saw  with  wonder  ravisht  weare. 

And  weend  no  mortall  creature  she  should  bee, 

But  some  celestiall  shape  that  flesh  did  beare : 

Yet  all  were  glad  there  Florimell  to  see ; 

Yet  thought  that  Florimell  was  not  so  faire  as  shee. 
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As  ffoilefiill  goldsmith  that  by  secret  skill  15 

WiUi  ffolden  foyle  doth  finely  over-spred 

Some  baser  metall,  which  commend  ne  will 

Unto  the  voliirar  for  ffood  gold  insted. 

He  much  more  goodly  glosse  thereon  doth  shod   • 

To  hide  his  &lshood,  then  if  it  were  trew: 

So  hard  this  idole  was  to  be  ared. 

That  FlorimeU  herselfe  in  all  mens  Tew 

She  seem'd  to  passe.    So  forged  things  do  fairest  shew. 

Then  was  that  golden  belt  by  doome  of  all  10 

Graonted  to  her,  as  to  the  fayrest  dame, 

Which  being  brought,  about  her  middle  small 

They  thought  to  gurd,  as  best  it  her  became ; 

But  by  no  meanes  they  could  it  thereto  frame : 

For,  ever  as  they  fastned  it,  it  loos'd 

And  fell  away,  as  feeling  secret  blame. 

Full  oft  about  her  wast  she  it  enclos'd; 

And  it  as  oft  was  from  about  her  wast  disclos'd : 

That  all  men  wondred  at  the  uncouth  sight,  17 

And  each  one  thought,  as  to  their  fancies  came : 

But  she  herselfe  did  thinke  it  doen  for  spight, 

And  touched  was  with  secret  wrath  and  shame 

Therewith,  as  thing  deviz'd  her  to  defame. 

Then  many  other  ladies  likewise  tride 

About  their  tender  loynes  to  knit  the  same ; 

But  it  would  not  on  none  of  them  abide, 

But  when  they  thought  it  fast,  eftsoones  it  was  untide. 

Which  when  that  scomefull  sguire  of  dames  did  yew       13 

He  lowdly  g^an  to  laugh,  and  thus  to  iest; 

"  Alas  for  pittie  that  so  faire  a  crew, 

As  like  cannot  be  scene  from  east  to  west. 

Cannot  find  one  this  girdle  to  invest ! 

Fie  on  the  man  that  did  it  first  invent. 

To  shame  us  all  with  this,  ungirt  unblesti 

Let  never  ladie  to  his  love  assent. 

That  hath  this  day  so  many  so  unmanly  shent" 

Thereat  all  knights  gan  laugh,  and  ladies  lowre :  ID 

Till  that  at  last  the  gentle  Amoret 

Likewise  assayd  to  prove  that  girdles  potato; 

And,  having  it  about  her  middle  set. 

Did  find  it  fit  withouten  breach  or  let ; 

Whereat  the  rest  gan  greatly  to  envie : 

But  FlorimeU  exceedingly  did  fret, 

And,  snatching  from  her  hand  halfe  angrily 

The  belt  againe,  about  her  bodie  gan  it  tie : 
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Yet  nathgmore  would  it  her  bodie  fit:  20 

Yet  nathelesse  to  her,  as  her  dew  ri^ht. 

It  yielded  was  by  them  that  iudged  it : 

And  she  herselfe  adiudged  to  the  knight 

That  bore  the  hebene  speare,  as  wonne  in  fight. 

But  Britomart  would  not  thereto  assent, 

Ne  her  owne  Amoret  forgoe  so  light 

For  that  strange  dame,  whose  beauties  wonderment 

She  lesse  esteem'd  then  th*  others  Fertuous  government. 

Whom  when  the  rest  did  see  her  to  refuse,  21 

They  were  full  glad,  in  hope  themselves  to  get  her : 

Yet  at  her  choice  they  all  did  greatly  muse. 

But,  after  that,  the  iudges  did  arret  her 

Unto  the  second  best  that  lov'd  her  better ; 

That  was  the  salvage  knight :  but  he  was  gone 

In  great  displeasure,  that  he  could  not  get  her. 

Then  was  she  iudged  Triamond  his  one ; 

But  Triamond  lov  d  Canacee  and  other  none. 

Tho  unto  Satvran  she  was  adiudged,  22 

Who  was  right  glad  to  gaine  so  goodly  meed : 

But  Blandamour  thereat  full  greatly  grudged, 

And  litle  prays'd  his  labours  evill  speed. 

That  for  to  winne  the  saddle  lost  the  steed. 

Ne  lesse  thereat  did  Paridell  coroplaine. 

And  thought  t'  appeale,  from  that  which  was  decreed. 

To  single  combat  with  Sir  Satyrane : 

Thereto  him  At^  stird,  new  discord  to  maintaine. 

And  eke,  with  these,  full  man^  other  knights  23 

She  through  her  wicked  workmg  did  incense 
Her  to  demaund  and  chaleuge  as  their  rights. 
Deserved  for  their  perils  recompense. 
Amongst  the  rest,  with  boastful!  vaine  pretense 
Stept  Braggadochio  forth,  and  as  his  thrall 
Her  claym'd,  by  him  in  battell  wonne  long  sens : 
Whereto  herselfe  he  did  to  witnesse  call ; 
Who,  being  askt,  accordingly  confessed  all. 

Thereat  exceeding  wroth  was  Satyran ;  24 

And  wroth  with  Satyran  was  Blandiunour; 

And  wroth  with  Blandamour  was  Erivan ; 

And  at  them  both  Sir  Paridell  did  loure. 

So  all  together  stird  up  stri  ull  stoure. 

And  readie  were  new  oattell  to  darraine : 

Each  one  nrofest  t3  be  her  panimoure. 

And  vow*a  with  epeare  and  shield  it  to  maintaine ; 

Ke  iudges  powre,  no  reasons  rule,  moto  them  restrame. 
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WMch  troabloufl  stirre  when  Satyrane  ayk'd  25 

He  gan  to  cast  bow  to  appease  the  same, 

AnoT  to  accord  them  aU,  this  meanes  deyiz*d : 

First  in  the  midst  to  set  that  fayrest  dame. 

To  whom  each  ons  hi^  chalenge  should  disdame, 

And  he  himselfe  his  right  wo  aid  eke  releasse : 

Then,  looke  to  whom  sue  voluntarie  came, 

He  should  without  distorbani  e  her  possesse : 

Sweete  is  the  love  that  comes  alone  with  willingnesse. 

They  all  agreed ;  and  then  that  snowy  mayd  26 

Was  in  the  middest  plast  among  them  all : 

All  on  her  gazing  wisht,  and  yowd,  and  prayd. 

And  to  the  queene  ofbeantie  close  did  call. 

That  she  unto  their  portion  might  befall. 

Then  when  she  long  nad  lookt  upon  each  one. 

As  though  she  wished  to  have  pleasd  them  all. 

At  last  to  Braggadochio  selfe  alone 

She  came  of  her  accord,  in  spight  of  all  his  fone. 

Which  when  they  all  beheld,  they  chafl,  and  rag'd,         27 

And  woze  nigh  mad  for  yerv  harts  despight, 

Thut  from  revenge  their  wilies  they  scarse  asswag'd ; 

Some  thoug:ht  from  him  her  to  have  reft  bv  might ; 

Some  pro£^r  made  with  him  for  her  to  fignt : 

But  lie  nought  car'd  for  all  that  they  could  say; 

For  he  their  words  as  wind  esteemed  light : 

Yet  not  fit  place  he  thought  it  there  to  stay, 

But  secretly  from  thence  that  night  her  bore  away. 

They  which  remaynd,  so  soone  as  they  perceiv'd  28 

That  she  was  gone,  depart  d  thence  with  speed. 

And  foUow'd  them,  in  mind  her  to  have  reav'd 

From  wight  unworthie  of  so  noble  meed. 

In  which  poursuit  how  each  one  did  succeede. 

Shall  else  oe  to  d  in  order,  as  it  fell. 

But  now  of  Br.tomart  it  here  doth  neede 

The  hard  adventures  and  str  inge  haps  to  tell ; 

Since  with  the  rest  she  went  not  after  FlorimelL 

For  soone  as  she  them  saw  to  discord  set,  29 

Her  list  no  longer  in  that  place  abide ; 

But,  takine  witn  her  lovely  Amoret, 

Upon  her  first  adventure  forth  did  ride. 

To  seeke  her  lov'd,  making  blind  love  her  guide. 

XjDluckie  mayd,  to  seeke  her  enemie ! 

Unluckie  mayd,  to  seeke  h  m  farre  and  wide, 

Whom,  when  he  was  unto  herselfe  most  nie, 

She  through  his  late  disguizement  oould  him  not  descrie ! 
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So  mach  the  more  her  griefe,  the  more  her  toyle :  80 

Yet  neither  toyle  nor  griefe  she  once  did  spare. 

In  seeking  him  that  should  her  paine  assoyle ; 

Whereto  great  oomfort  in  her  sad  misfare 

Was  Amoret,  companion  of  her  care : 

Who  likewise  sought  her  lover  long  mis  went, 

The  gentle  Scndamour,  whose  heart  whileare 

That  stryfull  hag  with  gealous  discontent 

Had  filcC  that  he  to  felirereng  was  fully  bent ; 

Bent  to  revenue  on  blamelesse  Britomart  31 

The  crime  which  cursed  At^  kindled  earst, 

The  which  like  thomes  did  pricke  his  gealous  hart. 

And  through  his  soule  like  poysned  arrow  perst, 

That  by  no  reason  it  might  he  reverst. 

For  ought  that  Glauc^  could  or  doe  or  say : 

For,  aye  the  more  that  she  the  same  reherst. 

The  more  it  ffauld  and  griev'd  him  night  and  day, 

That  nought  out  d  re  revenge  his  anger  mote  de  firay. 

So  as  they  travelled,  the  drouping  night,  32 

Covered  with  cloudie  s  tonne  and  oitter  showre. 

That  dreadfull  seem'd  to  every  living  wight, 

TDpon  them  fell,  before  her  timely  howre ; 

That  forced  them  to  seeke  some  covert  bowre, 

Where  they  mi^ht  hide  their  heads  in  quiet  rest. 

And  shrowd  their  persons  from  that  stormie  stowre. 

Not  farre  awajr,  not  meete  for  any  guest, 

They  spide  a  uttle  cottage,  like  some  poore  mans  nest ; 

Under  a  steepe  hilles  side  it  placed  was,  33 

There  where  the  mouldred  earth  had  oav'd  the  banke ; 

And  fast  beside  a  little  brooke  did  pas 

Of  muddie  water,  that  like  puddle  stanke. 

By  which  few  crooked  sallowes  grew  in  ranke : 

Whereto  approaching  nigh,  they  heard  the  sound 

Of  many  yron  hammers  beating  ranke. 

And  answering  their  wearie  tumes  around. 

That  seemed  some  blacksmith  dwelt  in  that  desert  ground 

There  entring  in,  they  found  the  goodman  selfe  3i 

Full  busily  unto  his  worke  ybent ; 

Who  was  to  weet  a  wretched  wearish  elfe. 

With  hollow  eyes  and  rawbone  cheekes  forspent. 

As  if  he  had  in  prison  lonj^  bene  pent : 

Full  blacke  and  griesly  did  his  face  appeare, 

Besmeard  with  smoke  that  ni^h  his  eye-eight  blent ; 

With  rugged  beard,  and  hoane  shagged  heare. 

The  which  he  never  wont  to  oombe^  or  comely  shearer 
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Slide  was  his  gannent,  and  to  ra^  all  rent,  85 

Ne  better  had  he,  ne  far  better  cared : 

With  blistred  hands  emongst  the  cinders  brent, 

And  fingers  filthie  with  long  navies  unpared, 

Bight  fit  to  rend  the  food  on  which  he  fared. 

His  name  was  Care ;  a  blacksmith  by  his  trade, 

That  neither  day  nor  night  from  working  spared, 

But  to  small  purpose  yron  wedges  made ; 

Those  be  unquiet  thoughts  that  carefull  minds  invade. 

In  which  his  worke  he  had  sixe  servants  prest,  86 

About  the  andvile  standing  evermore 

"With  huge  great  hanmiers,  that  did  never  rest 

From  heaping  stroakes  which  thereon  soused  sore : 

All  sixe  strong  groomes,  but  one  then  other  more ; 

For  by  degrees  they  all  were  disagreed ; 

80  likewise  did  the  hammers  which  they  bore 

Like  belles  in  greatnesse  orderly  succe^. 

That  he,  which  was  the  last,  the  first  did  farre  exoeede. 

He  like  a  monstrous  gyant  seem'd  in  sight,  87 

Farre  passing  Bronteus  or  Pyracmon  great. 

The  which  in  lipari  doe  day  and  night 

Frame  thunderbolts  for  loves  avengefoll  threate. 

So  dreadfully  he  did  the  andvile  beat. 

That  seem'd  to  dust  he  shortlv  would  it  drive ; 

So  huge  his  hammer,  and  so  neroe  his  heat. 

That  seem'd  a  rocke  of  diamond  it  could  rive 

And  rend  asunder  quite,  if  he  thereto  list  strive. 

Sir  Scudamour  there  entring ;  much  admired  88 

The  manner  of  their  worke  and  wearie  paine : 

And,  having  long  beheld,  at  last  enquired 

The  cause  and  end  thereof;  but  all  m  vaine ; 

For  they  for  nought  would  from  their  worke  refraine^ 

^e  let  his  speeches  come  unto  their  eare. 

And  eke  the  breathfull  bellows  blew  amaine. 

Like  to  the  nortbren  winde,  that  none  could  heare ; 

Those  pensifenesse  did  more ;  and  sighes  the  beUows  weare. 

Which  when  that  warriour  saw,  he  said  no  more,  89 

But  in  his  armour  layd  him  downe  to  rest : 

To  rest  he  layd  him  downe  upon  the  flore, 

(Whylome  for  yentrous  knights  Uie  bedding  best,) 

And  thought  his  wearie  limbs  to  have  redrest. 

And  that  old  aged  dame,  his  faithfull  squire. 

Her  feeble  ioynts  layd  eke  adowne  to  rest ; 

That  needed  much  her  weake  age  to  desire. 

After  so  long  a  travell  ^  hich  them  both  did  tire. 
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There  lay  Sir  Scndamotu*  long  while  expecting  40 

When  gentle  sleepe  his  heavie  eyes  would  close ; 

Oft  chaunging  sides,  and  oil  new  place  electing, 

Where  better  seem'd  he  mote  himselfe  repose ; 

And  ofl  in  wrath  he  thence  againe  uprose ; 

And  oft  in  wrath  he  layd  him  downe  againe. 

But,  wheresoere  he  did  himselfe  dispose. 

He  by  no  meanes  could  wished  ease  obtaine : 

So  every  place  seem'd  painefuU,  and  ech  changing  yabe. 

And  evermore,  when  he  to  sleepe  did  thinke,  41 

The  hammers  sound  his  senses  did  molest; 

And  evermore,  when  he  began  to  winke, 

The  bellowes  noyse  disturb'd  his  quiet  rest, 

"Ne  sufired  sleepe  to  settle  in  his  brest. 

And  all  the  nignt  the  dogs  did  barke  and  howle 

About  the  house,  at  sent  of  stranger  guest : 

And  now  the  crowing  cocke,  and  now  the  owle 

Lowde  shriking,  him  afflicted  to  the  very  sowle. 

And,  if  by  fortune  any  litle  nap  42 

Udou  his  heavie  eye-lids  chaunst  to  fall, 

Ertsoones  one  of  those  villeins  him  did  rap 

Upon  his  head-peece  with  his  yron  mall ; 

That  he  was  soone  awaked  therewithall. 

And  %htly  started  up  as  one  affrayd, 

Or  as  if  one  him  suddenly  did  call : 

So  oftentimes  he  out  of  sleepe  abrayd. 

And  then  lay  musing  long  on  that  him  ill  apayd. 

So  long  he  muzed,  and  so  long  he  lay,  43 

That  at  the  last,  his  wearie  sprite  opprest 

With  fleshly  weaknesse,  which  no  creature  may 

Long  time  resist,  gave  place  to  kindly  rest. 

That  all  his  senses  did  full  soone  arrest: 

Yet,  in  his  soundest  sleepe,  his  dayly  feare 

His  ydle  braine  gan  busily  molest, 

And  made  him  dreame  those  two  disloyall  were : 

The  things,  that  day  most  minds,  at  night  doe  most  appeare. 

With  that  the  wicked  carle,  the  maister  smith,  44 

A  paire  of  red-whot  yron  tongs  did  take 

Out  of  the  burning  cinders,  and  therewith 

Under  his  side  him  nipt ;  that,  forst  to  wake^ 

He  felt  his  hart  for  very  paine  to  quake. 

And  started  up  avenged  for  to  be 

On  him  the  which  his  quiet  slomber  brake : 

Yet,  looking  round  about  him,  none  could  see : 

Yet  did  the  smart  remaine,  though  he  himBelfe  did  flee. 
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In  such  disquiet  and  hart-fretting  payne  45 

He  all  that  ni^ht,  that  too  long  night,  did  passe. 

And  now  the  day  out  of  the  ocean  ma3rne 

Betran  to  peepe  above  this  earthly  masse, 

"With  pearly  dew  sprinkling  the  morning  grasse : 

Then  up  he  rose  like  heavie  lumpe  of  lead. 

That  in  his  face,  as  in  a  looking  glasse. 

The  signes  of  anguish  one  mote  phdnely  read. 

And  ghesse  the  man  to  be  dismayd  with  gealous  dread. 

Unto  his  lofty  steede  he  dombe  anone,  46 

And  forth  upon  his  former  voiage  fared, 

And  with  him  eke  that  aged  squire  attone; 

Who,  whatsoever  perill  was  prepared. 

Both  eauall  paines  and  equall  perill  shared: 

The  end  whereof  and  daungerous  event 

Shall  for  another  canticle  b^  spared: 

But  here  my  wearie  teeme,  nigh  over-spent, 

Shall  breath  itselfe  awhile  after  so  long  a  went. 


CANTO  VI. 

Both  Scudamour  and  Arthegall 
Doe  fight  with  Britomart: 

He  sees  her  face ;  doth  fall  in  lore. 
And  soone  from  her  depart. 


What  eqnall  torment  to  the  griefe  of  mind 

And  p3rnmg  anguish  hid  in  gentle  hart, 

That  mly  feeds  itselfe  with  moughts  unkind. 

And  nourisheth  her  owne  consuming  smart ! 

What  medicine  can  any  leaches  art 

Yeeld  such  a  sore,  that  doth  her  grievance  hide. 

And  will  to  none  her  maladie  impart ! 

Such  was  the  wound  that  Scudamour  did  gride; 

For  which  Dan  Phebus  selfe  cannot  a  salve  provide. 

Who  having  left  that  restlesse  house  of  Care, 

The  next  day,  as  he  on  his  wajr  did  ride, 

Full  of  meldncholie  and  sad  mis  fare 

Through  misconceipt,  all  unawares  espide 

An  armed  knight  under  a  forrest  side 

Sitting  in  shade  beside  his  grazing  steede; 

Who,  soone  as  them  approaching  he  descride, 

Grtm  towards  them  to  pricke  with  eger  speede, 

That  seem'd  he  was  full  bent  to  some  mischievous  deede. 
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Which  Scudainour  perceiyiDg  forth  issewed  8 

To  have  rencoantrea  him  in  eqoall  race; 

But,  soone  as  th'  other  nigh  i^;»proachinff  vewed 

The  armee  he  bore,  his  speare  lie  gan  aoase 

And  Yoide  his  course;  at  which  so  suddain  case 

He  wondred  much :  but  th'  other  thus  gan  say ; 

**  Ah !  gentle  Scudamour.  unto  your  grace 

I  me  submit,  and  you  of  pardon  pray. 

That  ahnost  had  against  you  trespassed  this  day.** 

Whereto  thus  Scudamour ;  "  Small  harme  it  were  4 

For  any  knight  upon  a  yentrous  knight 

Without  displeasance  for  to  prove  his  spere. 

But  reade  you,  sir,  sith  ye  my  name  have  hight, 

What  is  your  owne,  that  I  mote  you  requite." 

"  Certes,  *  sayd  he,  "  ye  mote  as  now  excuse 

Me  from  discovering  you  my  name  aright: 

For  time  yet  serves  that  I  the  same  refuse; 

But  call  ye  me  the  salvage  knight,  as  others  use.** 

"  Then  this,  sir  salvage  knight,"  quoth  he,  "  areede;  6 

Or  doe  you  here  within  this  forrest  wonne. 

That  seemeth  well  to  answere  to  your  weede, 

Or  have  ye  it  for  some  occasion  donneP 

That  rather  seemes,  sith  Imowen  armes  ye  shonne." 

"  This  other  day,"  sayd  he,  "  a  stranger  knight 

Shame  and  dishonour  hath  unto  me  donne ; 

On  whom  I  waite  to  wreake  that  foule  despight. 

Whenever  he  this  way  shall  passe  by  day  or  night.** 

"  Shame  be  his  meede,"  quoth  he,  "  that  meaneth  shame.  6 

But  what  is  he  by  whom  ye  shamed  wereP" 

"  A  stranger  knipht,"  sayd  he,  "  unknowne  by  name. 

But  knowne  by  fame,  and  by  an  hebene  speare 

With  which  he  all  that  met  him  downe  did  beaie* 

He,  in  an  open  tumey  lately  held- 

Fro  me  the  nonour  of  that  game  aid  reare : 

And  having  me,  all  wearie  earst,  downe  feld. 

The  fayrest  ladie  reft,  and  ever  since  withheld." 

When  Scudamour  heard  mention  of  that  speare,  7 

He  wist  right  well  that  it  was  Britomart, 

The  which  from  him  his  fairest  love  did  beare. 

Tho  gan  he  swell  in  every  inner  part 

For  tell  despight,  and  gnaw  his  gealous  hart. 

That  thus  he  sharply  sayd ;  "  Now  by  my  head, 

Yet  is  not  this  the  nrBt  unknightly  pcul;. 

Which  that  same  knight,  whom  by  nis  launoe  I  read. 

Hath  doen  to  noble  Imights,  that  many  makes  him  dreadt 
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'*  For  lately  he  my  love  hath  fro  me  reft,  8 

And  eke  defiled  with  foule  villanie 

The  Bacred  ple<lge  which  in  his  faith  was  left, 

In  shame  of  knighthood  and  fidelitie ; 

The  which  ere  long  full  deare  he  shall  able : 

And  if  to  that  avenge  by  you  decreed 

This  hand  may  helpe,  or  succoar  ought  supplie. 

It  shall  not  fayle  whenso  ye  shall  it  need." 

So  both  to  wreake  their  wrathes  on  Britomart  agitod. 

Whiles  thus  they  communed^  lo !  farre  away  9 

A  knight  soft  rjrding  towards  them  they  spyde, 

Attyr  d  in  forraine  armes  and  straunge  aray : 

Whom  when  they  nigh  approcht,  they  plame  descryde 

To  be  the  same  for  whom  they  did  abyde. 

Sayd  then  Sir  Scudamour,  "  Sir  Salvage  Knight, 

Let  me  this  crave,  sith  first  I  was  delyde. 

That  first  I  may  that  wrong  to  him  requite : 

And,  if  I  hap  to  fayle,  you  shall  recure  mjr  right" 

Which  being  yeelded,  he  his  threatfull  speare  10 

Gan  fewter,  and  against  her  fiercely  ran. 

Who  soone  as  she  nim  saw  approching  neare 

With  so  fell  rage,  herselfe  she  lightly  gan 

To  dight,  to  welcome  him  weU  as  she  can ; 

But  entertaind  him  in  so  rude  a  wise. 

That  to  the  ground  she  smote  both  horse  and  man; 

Whence  neither  greatly  hasted  to  arise. 

But  on  their  common  harmes  together  did  devise. 

But  Artegall,  beholding  his  mischaunce,  11 

New  matter  added  to  ms  former  fire ; 

And,  eft  aventring  his  Steele- headed  launte, 

Against  her  rode,  full  of  despiteous  ire. 

That  nought  but  spoyle  and  vengeance  did  require: 

But  to  himselfe  his  lelonoiis  intent 

Hetuming  disappointed  his  desire. 

Whiles  unawares  his  saddle  he  forwent, 

And  found  himselfe  on  ground  in  great  amazement. 

Lightly  he  started  up  out  of  that  stound,  12 

And  snatching  forth  nis  direfuU  deadly  blade 

Pid  leape  to  her,  as  doth  an  eger  hound 

Thrust  to  an  hynd  within  some  covert  glade^ 

Whom  without  perill  he  cannot  invade : 

With  such  fell  greedines  he  her  assayled. 

That  though  she  mounted  were,  yet  he  her  made 

To  give  mm  ground,  (so  much  his  force  prevayled,) 

And  shun  his  mightie  strokes,  gainst  which  no  armes  avi^kd* 
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So»  88  they  cotirsed  here  and  there,  it  chaunst  13 

That,  in  her  wheeling  round,  behind  her  crest 

So  sorely  he  her  strooke,  that  thence  it  glaonst 

Adowne  her  backe,  the  which  it  fairely  blest 

From  foule  mischance ;  ne  did  it  ever  rest. 

Till  on  her  horses  hinder  parts  it  fell ; 

Where  byting  deepe  so  deadly  it  imprest. 

That  quite  it  chynd  his  backe  behind  the  seU, 

And  to  alight  on  foote  her  algates  did  compell : 

Like  as  the  li^htning-brond  from  riven  skie,  14 

Throwne  out  bv  angry  love  in  his  vengednce, 

"With  dreadful!  force  faUes  on  some  steeple  hie; 

Which  battring  downe,  it  on  the  church  doth  glance, 

And  teares  it  all  with  terrible  mischance. 

Yet  she  no  whit  dismay d  her  steed  forsooke; 

And,  casting  from  her  that  enchaunted  lance. 

Unto  her  sword  and  shield  her  soone  betooke; 

And  therewithall  at  him  right  furiously  she  strooke. 

So  furiously  she  strooke  in  her  first  heat,  15 

Whiles  with  long  fight  on  foot  he  breathlesse  was. 

That  she  him  forced  backward  to  retreat, 

And  yeeld  unto  her  weapon  way  to  pas : 

Whose  raging  rigour  neither  Steele  nor  braa 

Could  stay,  but  to  the  tender  flesh  it  went. 

And  poured  the  purple  bloud  forth  on  the  gras; 

That  aU  his  mayle  yriv'd,  and  plates  yrent, 

Shew'd  aU  his  bodie  bare  unto  the  cruell  dent. 

At  length,  whenas  he  saw  her  hastie  heat  16 

Abate,  and  panting  breath  began  to  fayle. 

He  through  long  suflerance  growing  now  more  great, 

!Rose  in  his  strength,  and  gan  her  fresh  assayle. 

Heaping  huge  strokes  as  tnicke  as  showre  of  hayle, 

And  lashing  dreadfully  at  every  part. 

As  if  he  thought  her  soule  to  disentrayle. 

Ah !  cruell  hMid,  and  thrise  more  crueU  hart, 

That  workst  such  wrecke  on  her  to  whom  thou  dearest  art ! 

What  yron  courage  ever  could  endure  17 

To  woAe  such  outrage  on  so  faire  a  creature : 

And  in  his  madnesse  thinke  with  hands  impure 

To  spoyle  so  goodly  workmanship  of  nature. 

The  Maker  sdfe  resembling  in  her  feature  I 

Certes  some  hellish  furie  or  some  feend 

This  mischiefe  framd,  for  their  Qnt  loves  defeature. 

To  bath  their  hands  in  bloud  of  dearest  freend. 

Thereby  to  make  their  loves  beginning  their  lives  end.' 
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Thus  long  they  trao'd  and  trayerst  to  and  fro,  13 

Sometimes  pursewing,  and  sometimes  pursewed. 

Still  as  advantage  they  espvde  thereto : 

But  toward  th'  end  Sir  ArtneffaU  renewed 

His  strength  still  more,  but  sue  still  more  deorewed. 

At  last  his  lucklcsse  hand  he  heay'd  on  hie, 

Haying  his  forces  all  in  one  accrewed. 

And  therewith  stroke  at  her  so  hideoushe. 

That  seemed  nought  but  death  mote  be  her  destinie. 

The  wicked  stroke  upon  her  helmet  chaunst,  10 

And  with  the  force,  which  in  itselfe  it  bore. 

Her  yentayle  shard  away,  and  thence  forth  glaunst 

Adowne  in  yaine,  ne  harm'd  her  any  more. 

With  that,  her  angels  face,  unseene  afore. 

Like  to  the  ruddie  mome  appeard  in  sight, 

Peawed  with  silver  drops  through  sweating  sore ; 

But  somewhat  redder  then  beseem'd  aright. 

Through  toylesome  heate  and  labour  of  ner  weary  fight : 

And  round  about  ^e  same  her  vellow  heare,  20 

Haying  through  stirring  loosd  tneir  wonted  band, 

Like  to  a  golden  border  did  appeare, 

Pramed  in  ^oldsmithes  forge  with  cunning  hand: 

Yet  goldsmithes  cunning  could  not  understand 

To  frame  such  subtile  wire,  so  shinie  deare; 

For  it  did  j^ter  like  the  golden  sand, 

The  which  JPactolus  with  ms  waters  shere 

Throwes  forth  upon  the  rivage  round  about  him  nere. 

And  as  his  hand  he  up  againe  did  reare,  21 

Thinking  to  worke  on  her  his  utmost  wraoke, 

His  powrelesse  arme  benumbd  with  secret  feare 

From  his  revengefull  purpose  shronke  abacke. 

And  cruell  sword  out  of  his  fingers  slacke 

Fell  downe  to  ground,  as  if  the  Steele  had  sence 

And  felt  some  ruth,  or  senoe  his  hand  did  lacke, 

Or  both  of  them  did  thinke  obedience 

To  doe  to  so  divine  a  beauties  excellence. 

And  he  himselfe,  long  gazing  thereupon,  23 

At  last  fell  humbly  downe  upon  his  knee. 
And  of  his  wonder  made  rehgion. 
Weening  some  heavenly  goddesse  he  did  see, 
Or  else  unweeting  what  it  else  might  bee ; 
And  pardon  her  besought  his  errour  frayle. 
That  nad  done  outrage  in  so  high  degree : 
Whilest  trembling  horrour  did  nis  sense  assayle, 
And  made  ech  member  quake,  and  manly  hart  to  quaylc. 
u  a  2 
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Nathelesse  she,  fail  of  wrath  for  that  late  stroke,  23 

AU  that  long  while  upheld  her  wrathfull  hand, 

With  fell  intent  on  mm  to  bene  ywroke ; 

And,  looking  sterne,  still  over  Imn  did  stand, 

Threatninj^  to  strike  unlesse  he  would  withataad ; 

And  bad  hmi  rise,  or  surely  he  should  die. 

But,  die  or  live,  for  nought  he  would  upstand ; 

But  her  of  pardon  prayof  more  eamesthe, 

Or  wreake  on  him  her  will  for  so  great  iniurie. 

Which  whenas  Scudamour,  who  now  abrayd,  U 

Beheld,  whereas  he  stood  not  farre  aside, 

He  was  therewith  right  wondrously  dismayd ; 

And  drawing  nigh,  whenas  he  plaine  descride 

That  peerelesse  pateme  of  dame  natures  pride 

And  heavenly  image  of  perfection. 

He  blest  himselfe  as  one  sore  ternfide ; 

And,  turning  feare  to  faint  devotion, 

Did  worship  her  as  some  celestiall  vision. 

But  Glauc^  seeing  all  that  chaonced  there,  25 

Well  weeiing  how  their  errour  to  assoyle, 

Full  glad  of  so  ffood  end,  to  them  drew  nere. 

And  her  salewdwith  seemely  bel-accoyle. 

Joyous  to  see  her  safe  after  long  toyle : 

Then  her  besought,  as  she  to  her  was  deare. 

To  ^raunt  uuto  those  warriours  truce  awhyle ; 

Which  yeelded,  thev  their  bevers  up  did  reare. 

And  shew'd  themselves  to  her  such  as  indeed  they  were. 

When  Britomart  with  sharp  avizefnll  eye  26 

Beheld  the  lovely  face  of  Artcgall 

Tempred  with  stemesse  and  stout  maiestie, 

She  gan  eftsoones  it  to  her  mind  to  call 

To  be  the  same  which,  in  her  fathers  hall, 

Long  since  in  that  enchaunted  glasse  she  saw : 

Therewith  her  wrathfull  courage  gan  appall, 

And  haughtie  spirits  meekely  to  adaw. 

That  her  enhaunced  hand  she  downe  can  soft  withdraw. 

Yet  she  it  forst  to  have  againe  upheld,  27 

As  fayning  choler  which  was  tum'd  to  cold : 

But  ever,  when  his  visage  she  beheld. 

Her  hand  fell  downe,  and  would  no  longer  hold 

The  wrathfull  weapon  gainst  his  countnance  bold: 

But,  when  in  vaine  to  nght  she  oft  aseayd. 

She  arm'd  her  tongue,  and  thought  at  him  to  scold: 

Kathlesse  her  tongue  not  to  her  will  obavd,  [eayd. 

But  brought  forth  speeches  my  Id  when  she  would  have  mis* 
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Bat  Scndamonr  now  woxen  inly  fflad  23 

That  all  his  gealous  feare  he  false  had  found. 

And  how  that  haf^  his  love  abused  had 

With  breach  of  faith  and  loyaltie  nnsound, 

The  which  long  time  his  grieved  hart  did  wound. 

He  thus  bespake ;  "  Certes,  Sir  Artegall, 

I  ioy  to  see  you  lout  so  low  on  groundL 

And  now  become  to  live  a  ladies  thrall. 

That  whylome  in  your  minde  wont  to  despise  them  alL 

Soone  as  she  heard  the  name  of  Artegall,  29 

Her  hart  did  leape,  and  all  her  heart-strings  tremble. 

For  sudden  ioy  and  secret  feare  withall ; 

And  all  her  vitall  powres,  with  motion  nimble 

To  succour  it,  themselves  gan  there  assemble ; 

That  by  the  swift  recourse  of  flushing  blood 

Kight  plaine  appeard,  though  she  it  would  dissemble. 

And  fayned  still  her  former  aiigi*y  mood. 

Thinking  to  hide  the  depUi  by  troubling  of  the  flood. 

When  Glauc^  thus  gan  wisely  all  upknit :  30 

•*  Ye  gentle  knights,  whom  fortune  nere  hath  brought 

To  be  spectators  of  this  uncouth  fit, 

Which  secret  fate  hath  in  this  ladie  wrought 

Against  the  course  of  kind,  ne  mervaile  nought; 

Ne  thenceforth  feare  the  thing  that  hethertoo 

Hath  troubled  both  your  mindes  with  idle  thought, 

Fearing  least  she  your  loves  away  should  woo ; 

Feared  in  vaine,  sith  meanes  ye  see  there  wants  theretoo. 

^  And  you.  Sir  Artegall,  the  salvage  knight,  31 

HencefortlL  may  not  disdaine  that  womans  hand 

Hath  conquered  you  anew  in  second  fight : 

For  whylome  they  have  conquered  sea,  and  land. 

And  heaven  itselfe,  that  nought  may  them  withstand  j 

!Ne  henceforth  be  rebellious  unto  love. 

That  is  the  crowne  of  knighthood  and  the  band 

Of  noble  minds  derived  from  above. 

Which,  being  knit  with  vertue,  never  will  remove. 

**  And  you,  faire  ladie  knight,  my  dearest  dame  82 

Helent  the  rigour  of  your  wrathiull  will. 

Whose  fire  were  better  tum'd  to  other  flame ; 

And,  wiping  out  remembrance  of  all  ill, 

Graunt  him  your  grace :  but  so  that  he  fulfill 

The  penance  which  ye  shall  to  him  empart : 

For  lovers  heaven  must  passe  by  sorrowes  hell.** 

Thereat  full  inly  blushed  Britomart ; 

But  Artegall  close-smyling  ioy'd  in  secret  hart. 
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Yet  durst  he  not  make  love  so  suddenly,  S3 

Ne  thinke  th'  affection  of  her  hart  to  draw 

From  one  to  other  so  quite  contrary : 

Besides  her  modest  countenance  he  saw 

So  goodly  grare,  and  full  of  princely  aw. 

That  it  his  ranging  fancie  did  refraine. 

And  looser  thoughts  to  lawfull  bounds  withdraw ; 

Whereby  the  passion  grew  more  fierce  and  faine,    [strainc 

Like  to  a  stubbome  steede  whom  strong  hand  would  re- 

But  Scudamonr,  whose  hart  twixt  doubtfull  feare  31 

And  feeble  hope  hung  all  this  while  suspenoe, 

Desirinur  of  his  Amoret  to  heare 

Some  gladfull  newes  and  sure  intelligence, 

Her  thus  bespake ;  "  But,  sir,  without  offence 

Mote  I  request  you  tydings  of  my  love, 

My  Amoret,  sith  you  her  freed  fro  thence 

Where  she,  captived  long,  great  woes  did  prove ; 

That  where  ye  left  I  may  her  seeke,  as  doth  behove.** 

To  whom  thus  Britomart ;  "  Certes,  sir  knight,  35 

What  is  of  her  become,  or  whether  reft, 

I  cannot  unto  you  aread  aright. 

For  from  that  time  I  from  enchaunters  theft 

Her  freed,  in  which  ye  her  all  hopelesse  left, 

I  her  preserv'd  from  peril!  and  from  feare, 

And  evermore  from  viUenie  her  kept : 

Ne  ever  was  there  wight  to  me  more  deare 

Then  she,  ne  unto  whom  I  more  true  love  did  beare : 

"  Till  on  a  day,  as  through  a  desert  wyld  3G 

We  travelled,  both  weane  of  the  way 

Wo  did  alight,  and  sate  in  shadow  myld ; 

Where  fearelesse  I  to  sleepe  me  dovme  did  lay: 

But,  whenas  I  did  out  of  sleepe  abray, 

I  found  her  not  where  I  her  left  whyleare, 

But  thought  she  wandred  was,  or  gone  astray: 

I  cal*d  her  loud,  I  sought  her  farre  and  neare ; 

But  no  where  could  her  find,  nor  tydings  of  her  heaie." 

WTien  Scudamour  those  heavie  tydings  heard,  37 

His  hart  was  thrild  with  point  of  deadly  feare, 

Ne  in  his  face  or  bloud  or  life  appeard ; 

But  senselesse  stood,  like  to  a  mazed  steare 

That  yet  of  mortall  stroke  the  stound  doth  beare : 

Till  (xlauc^  thus ;  "  Faire  sir,  be  nought  dismayd 

With  needlesse  dread,  till  certaintie  ye  heare ; 

For  yet  she  may  be  safe  though  somewhat  strayd ; 

Its  best  to  hope  the  best,  though  of  the  worst  a£Drayd.' 
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Natlielesse  he  hardly  of  her  chearefoll  speech  33 

Did  comfort  take,  or  in  his  troubled  sight 

Shew'd  change  of  better  cheare ;  so  sore  a  breach 

That  sadden  newse  had  made  into  his  spright ; 

Till  Britomart  him  fairely  thus  behight ; 

•*  Great  cause  of  sorrow  certes,  sir,  ye  have ; 

But  comfort  take ;  for,  by  this  heavens  light, 

I  vow  you  dead  or  hving  not  to  leave. 

Til  I  her  find  and  wreake  on  him  that  did  her  reave.** 

Therewith  he  rested,  and  well  pleased  was.  SD 

So,  peace  bein£[  confirm'd  amongst  them  dl. 

They  tooke  their  steeds,  and  forward  thence  did  pas 

Unto  some  resting  place,  which  mote  befall ; 

All  being  guided  oy  Sir  Artegall : 

Where  goodly  solace  was  unto  them  made, 

Ajid  dayly  feasting  both  in  bowre  and  hall, 

Untill  that  they  their  wounds  well  healed  had. 

And  wearie  limmes  recur'd  after  late  usage  bad. 

In  all  which  time  Sir  Artegall  made  way  40 

Unto  ihe  love  of  noble  Britomart, 

And  with  meeke  service  and  much  suit  did  lay  « 

Continuall  siege  unto  her  gentle  hart ; 

Which,  being  whylome  launcht  with  lovely  dart^ 

More  eath  was  new  impression  to  receive : 

However  she  her  naynd  with  womanish  art 

To  hide  her  wound,  that  none  misjht  it  perceive : 

Yaine  is  the  art  that  seekes  itselfe  for  to  deceive. 

So  well  he  woo*d  her,  and  so  well  he  wrought  her,  41 

With  faire  entreatie  and  sweet  blandishment. 

That  at  the  length  unto  a  bay  he  brought  her, 

So  as  she  to  his  speeches  was  content 

To  lend  an  eare,  and  softly  to  relent. 

At  last,  through  many  vowes  which  forth  he  pour'd. 

And  many  othes,  she  yeelded  her  consent 

To  be  his  love,  and  take  him  for  her  lord, 

Till  they  with  marriage  meet  might  finish  that  accord. 

Tho,  when  they  had  long  time  there  taken  rest, 
Sir  Artegall,  who  all  this  while  was  bound 
Upon  an  hard  adventure  yet  in  quest. 
Fit  time  for  him  thence  to  depart  it  found, 
To  follow  that  which  he  did  long  propound ; 
And  unto  her  his  congee  came  to  take : 
But  her  therewith  full  sore  displeasd  he  found, 
And  loth  to  leave  her  late  betrothed  make ; 
Her  dearest  love  full  loth  so  shortly  to  forsako. 
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Yet  he  with  stronff  perswasions  her  asswaged. 

And  wonne  her  wUl  to  sufier  him  depart ; 

For  which  his  faith  with  her  he  faat  engaged. 

And  thousand  vowes  from  bqttome  of  his  nart. 

That,  all  so  soone  as  he  by  wit  or  art 

Could  that  atchieve  whereto  he  did  aspire, 

He  unto  her  would  speedily  revert : 

No  longer  space  thereto  he  did  desire, 

But  till  the  horned  moone  three  courses  did  expire. 

With  which  she  for  the  present  was  appeajsed,  44 

And  yeelded  leave,  however  malcontent 

She  inly  were  and  in  her  mind  displeased. 

So,  early  on  the  morrow  next,  he  went 

Forth  on  his  way  to  which  he  was  ybent ; 

Ne  wight  him  to  attend,  or  way  to  guide, 

As  whylome  was  the  custome  ancient 

Mongst  knights  when  on  adventures  they  did  ride. 

Save  that  she  algates  him  a  while  accompanide. 

And  by  the  way  she  sundry  purpose  found  45 

Of  this  or  that,  the  time  for  to  delay, 

And  of  the  perils  whereto  he  was  Dound, 

Tne  feare  whereof  seem'd  much  her  to  affi*ay : 

But  all  she  did  was  but  to  weare  out  day. 

Full  oftentimes  she  leave  of  him  did  take; 

And  eft  againe  deviz'd  somewhat  to  say. 

Which  she  forgot,  whereby  excuse  to  make : 

So  loUi  she  was  his  companie  for  to  forsake. 

At  last  when  all  her  speeches  she  had  spent,  46 

And  new  occasion  fayld  her  more  to  find. 

She  left  him  to  his  fortunes  government. 

And  backe  returned  with  right  heavie  mind ; 

To  Sciidamour,  whom  she  had  left  behind ; 

With  whom  she  went  to  seeke  faire  Amoret, 

Her  second  care,  though  in  another  kind : 

For  vertues  onely  sake,  which  doth  beget 

True  love  and  faithftdl  friendship,  she  by  her  did  set. 

Backe  to  that  desert  forrest  they  retryred,  47 

Where  sorie  Britonmrt  had  lost  her  late : 

There  they  her  sought,  and  every  where  inquired 

Where  they  might  tydings  get  of  her  estate ; 

Yet  found  they  none.    But,  oy  what  haplesse  fate 

Or  hard  misfortune  she  was  thence  convayd. 

And  stolne  away  firom  her  beloved  mate, 

Were  long  to  tell ;  therefore  I  here  will  stay 

Untill  another  tyde,  that  I  it  finish  may. 
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CANTO  vn. 


Amoret  rapt  by  greedie  lust 

Belphebe  saves  fh>m  dread; 
The  sqoire  her  loves ;  and,  being  blam'd. 

His  daies  in  dole  doth  lead. 

Grbat  god  of  love,  that  with  thy  cruell  darts  1 

Doest  conquer  ^eatest  coDquerora  on  ground, 

And  setst  thv  kingdome  in  the  captive  harts 

Of  kings  ana  keasars  to  thv  service  bound ; 

What  glorie  or  what  guerdon  hast  thou  found 

In  feeble  ladies  t^rranning  so  sore. 

And  adding  anguish  to  the  bitter  wound 

With  which  their  lives  thou  lanchedst  lon^  afore, 

Bj  heaping  stormes  of  trouble  on  them  daily  more ! 

So  whylome  didst  thou  to  faire  Florimell ;  2 

And  so  and  so  to  noble  Britomart : 

So  doest  thou  now  to  her  of  whom  I  tell. 

The  lovely  Amoret,  whose  gentle  hart 

Thou  martyrest  with  sorrow  and  with  smart, 

In  salvage  forrests  and  in  deserts  wide 

With  beares  and  tygers  taking  heavie  part, 

Withouten  comfort  and  witbouten  guide ; 

That  pittie  is  to  heare  the  perils  which  she  tride. 

So  soone  as  she  with  that  brave  Britonesse  8 

Had  left  that  tumeyment  for  beauties  prise, 

Thev  travel'd  long ;  that  now  for  weannesse. 

Both  of  the  way  and  warlike  exercise, 

Both  through  a  forest  ryding  did  devise 

T*  alight,  and  rest  their  wearie  limbs  a  wliile. 

There  heavie  sleepe  the  eye-lids  did  surprise 

Of  Britomart  after  lon^  tedious  toyle, 

That  did  her  passed  pamee  in  quiet  rest  assoyle. 

That  whiles  fair  Amoret,  of  nought  affeard,  4 

Walkt  through  the  wood,  for  pleasure  or  for  need. 

When  suddenly  behind  her  backe  she  heard 

One  rushing  forth  out  of  the  thickest  weed. 

That,  ere  she  backe  could  tume  to  taken  heed. 

Had  unawares  her  snatched  up  from  ground : 

Feebly  she  shriekt,  but  so  feetly  indeed 

That  Britomart  heard  not  the  shrilling  sound, 

There  where  through  weary  travel  she  lay  sleeping  sound. 
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It  was  to  weet  a  wilde  and  salva^  man ;  5 

Yet  was  no  man,  but  onely  like  m  shape, 

And  eke  in  stature  higher  by  a  span ; 

All  overgrowne  with  haire,  that  could  awhape 

An  hardy  hart ;  and  his  wide  mouth  did  gape 

With  hujge  great  teeth,  like  to  a  tusked  bore : 

For  he  liv'd  all  on  ravin  and  on  rape 

Of  men  and  beasts ;  and  fed  on  fleshly  gore, 

The  eigne  whereof  yet  stain'd  his  bloudy  lips  afore. 

His  neather  lip  was  not  like  man  nor  beast,  6 

But  like  a  wide  deene  poke  downe  hanging  low. 

In  which  he  wont  the  relickes  of  his  feast 

And  cruell  spoyle,  which  he  had  spard,  to  stow: 

And  over  it  Lis  huge  great  nose  did  grow, 

Full  dreadfully  empurpled  all  with  bloud ; 

And  downe  both  sides  two  wide  long  eares  did  glow. 

And  raught  downe  to  his  waste  when  up  he  stood. 

More  great  than  th'  eares  of  elephants  By  Indus  flood. 

His  wast  was  with  a  wreath  of  yvie  greene  7 

Engirt  about,  ne  other  garment  wore; 

For  all  his  haire  was  like  a  garment  seene ; 

And  in  his  hand  a  tall  younff  oake  he  bore. 

Whose  knottde  snags  were  sharpned  all  afore. 

And  beath'd  in  fire  for  Steele  to  be  iil  sted. 

^ut  whence  he  was,  or  of  what  wombe  ybore. 

Of  beasts,  or  of  the  earth,  I  have  not  red ; 

But  cerces  was  with  milke  of  wolves  and  tygres  fed. 

This  ugly  creature  in  his  armes  her  snatcht,  8 

And  through  the  forrest  bore  her  quite  away 

With  briers  and  bushes  all  to  rent  and  scratcht ; 

Ne  care  he  had,  ne  pittie  of  ^e  pray, 

Which  many  a  knignt  had  sought  so  many  a  day : 

He  sta,yed  not,  but  in  his  armes  her  bearing 

Ban,  till  he  came  to  th'  end  of  all  his  way. 

Unto  his  cave  farre  from  all  peoples  hearing,  R^^K* 

And  there  he  threw  her  in,  nought  feeling,  ne  nought  fear- 

For  she  (deare  ladie)  all  the  way  was  dead.  0 

Whilest  he  in  armes  her  bore ;  but,  when  she  felt 

Herselfe  downe  soust,  she  waked  out  of  dread 

Streight  mto  griefe,  that  her  deare  hart  nigh  swelt. 

And  eft  gan  into  tender  teares  to  melt. 

Then  when  she  lookt  about,  and  nothing  found 

But  darknesse  and  dread  horrour  where  she  dwelt. 

She  almost  fell  againe  into  a  swound ; 

Ke  wist  whether  above  she  were  or  under  ground. 
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With  that  she  heard  some  one  close  hy  her  side  10 

Sighinp:  and  sohbing  sore,  as  if  the  paine 

Her  tender  heart  in  pieces  would  divide : 

Which  she  so  long  listning,  softly  askt  a^aine 

What  mister  wight  it  was  that  so  did  plaine  ? 

To  whom  thus  aunswer'd  was, "  Ah !  wretched  wight, 

That  seekes  to  know  anothers  griefe  in  vaine, 

Unweeting  of  thine  owne  like  haplesse  plight : 

Selfe  to  forget  to  mind  another  is  ore-sight  !'* 

*  Aye  me  1"  said  she,  "  where  am  I,  or  with  whom  P  11 

Emong  the  living,  or  emong  the  dead? 
What  shall  of  me  unhappy  maid  become  P 
Shall  death  be  th*  end,  or  ought  else  worse,  arcadP'* 
"  Unhappy  mayd,"  then  answer'd  she,  "  whose  dread 
Untride  is  lesse  then  when  thou  shalt  it  try : 
Death  is  to  him,  that  wretched  life  doth  lead, 
Both  grace  and  gaine ;  but  he  in  hell  doth  lie. 
That  fives  a  loatned  life,  and  wishing  cannot  die. 

**  This  dismall  day  hath  thee  a  caytive  made,  12 

And  vassall  to  the  vilest  wretch  alive ; 

Whose  cursed  usage  and  ungodly  trade 

The  heavens  abhorre,  and  into  darknesse  drive: 

For  on  ihe  spoile  of  women  he  doth  Uve, 

Whose  bodies  chast,  whenever  in  his  powre 

He  may  them  catch  unable  to  gainestrive. 

He  with  his  shamefull  lust  doth  first  deflowre. 

And  afterwards  themselves  doth  cruelly  devoure. 

**  Now  twenty  dales,  by  which  the  sonnes  of  men  13 

Divide  their  works,  have  past  through  heven  sheene. 

Since  I  was  brought  into  this  dolemll  den ; 

During  which  space  these  sory  eies  have  seen 

Seaven  women  by  him  slaine  and  eaten  clene ; 

And  now  no  more  for  him  but  I  alone. 

And  this  old  woman,  here  remaining  beene, 

Till  thou  cam'st  hither  to  augment  our  mone ; 

And  of  us  three  to- morrow  he  will  sure  eat  one." 

"  Ah  I  dreadfull  tidings  which  thou  doest  declare,"  14 

Quoth  she,  "  of  all  that  ever  hath  beene  knowen! 

Pull  many  great  calamities  and  rare 

This  feeble  brest  endured  hath,  but  none 

Equall  to  this,  whereever  I  have  gone. 

But  what  are  you,  whom  like  unlucky  lot 

Hath  liuckt  with  me  in  the  same  chune  attoneP'* 

"  To  (ell,"  quoth  she,  **  that  which  ye  see,  needs  not; 

A  wofoU  wretched  maid,  of  Grod  ana  man  fc^got  I 
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"  But  what  I  was.  it  irkes  me  to  rehene ;  IS 

Daughter  unto  a  lord  of  high  degree ; 

That  ioyed  in  happy  peace,  till  fates  perrerso 

With  guilefull  love  did  secretly  ai^ree 

To  overthrow  my  state  and  dignitie. 

It  was  my  lot  to  love  a  gentle  swaine. 

Yet  was  he  but  a  squire  of  low  degree : 

Yet  was  he  meet,  unless  mine  eye  did  faine. 

By  any  ladies  side  for  leman  to  have  laine. 

"  But,  for  his  meannesse  and  digparagement»  10 

My  sire,  who  me  too  dearely  well  did  love, 

Unto  my  choise  by  no  meanes  would  assent. 

But  often  did  my  folly  fowle  reprove : 

Yet  nothing  could  my  fixed  mind  remove. 

But,  whether  will'd  or  niiled  friend  or  foe, 

I  me  resolv'd  the  utmost  end  to  prove ; 

And,  rather  then  my  love  abandon  so, 

Bodi  sire  and  frienos  and  all  for  ever  to  forgo. 

"  Thenceforth  I  souprht  by  secret  meanes  to  work©  17 

Time  to  my  will,  and  from  his  wrathfull  sight 

To  hide  th'  intent  which  in  my  heart  did  lurke. 

Till  I  thereto  had  all  things  ready  dight 

So  on  a  day,  unweeting  unto  wight, 

I  with  that  squire  agreede  away  to  flit. 

And  in  a  privy  place,  betwixt  us  hight, 

Within  a  grove  appointed  him  to  meete; 

To  which  I  boldly  came  upon  my  feeble  feete. 

"  But  ah !  unhappy  houre  me  thither  brought :  18 

For  in  that  place  where  I  him  thought  to  find. 

There  was  i  found,  contrdry  to  my  thought, 

Of  this  accursed  carle  of  hellish  kmd. 

The  shame  of  men,  and  plague  of  womankind ; 

Who  trussing  me,  as  eagle  doth  his  pray, 

Me  hether  brought  with  him  as  swift  as  wind, 

Where  ^et  untouched  till  this  present  da,y, 

I  rest  his  wretched  thrall,  the  sad  ^mylia.'* 

"Ah!  sad  ^Emylia,"  then  sayd  Amoret,  19 

**  Thy  ruefull  plight  I  pitty  as  mine  owne! 

But  read  to  me,  ov  whit  devise  or  wit 

Hast  thou  in  all  this  time  from  him  unknowne 

Thine  honour  sav'd,  though  into  thraldome  throwneP" 

"  Through  helpe,"  quoth  she,  "  of  this  old  woman  here 

I  have  so  done,  as  she  to  me  hath  showne : 

Por,  ever  when  he  burnt  in  lustfull  fire. 

She  in  my  stead  supplide  his  bestiall  desire.'* 
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lliiis  of  their  eyOs  88  they  did  discourse,  20 

And  each  did  other  much  bewaile  and  mone ; 

Loe !  where  the  villaine  selfe,  their  sorrowes  sourso. 

Came  to  the  cave ;  and  rolling  thence  the  stone, 

Which  wont  to  stop  the  mouth  thereof  that  none 

Might  issue  forth,  came  nidely  rushing  in, 

And,  spredding  over  aU  the  flore  alone, 

Gan  dight  himselfe  unto  his  wonted  sinne ; 

Which  ended,  then  his  bloudy  banket  should  beginno. 

Which  whenas  fearefull  Amorett  perceived,  21 

She  staid  not  th*  utmost  end  thereof  to  try, 

But,  like  a  ghastly  ^elt  whose  wits  are  reaved, 

Ean  forth  in  hast  with  hideous  outcry. 

For  horrour  of  his  shameful!  villany: 

But  after  her  full  lightly  he  uprose. 

And  her  pursu'd  as  fast  as  she  did  flie : 

Full  fast  she  flies,  and  farre  afore  him  goes, 

Ne  feeles  the  thorns  and  thidcets  pricke  her  tender  toes. 

Nor  hedge,  nor  ditch,  nor  hill,  nor  dale  she  staies,  22 

But  over-leapes  them  all,  like  robucke  light, 

And  through  the  thickest  makes  her  nighest  waies ; 

And  evermore,  when  with  regardful!  sight 

She  looking  backe  espies  the  grieslv  wight 

Approching  nigh,  she  gins  to  mena  her  pace. 

And  makes  her  feare  a  spur  to  hast  her  night ; 

More  swift  than  Myrrh'  or  Daphne  in  her  race, 

Or  any  of  the  Thracian  Nimphes  in  salvage  chace. 

Long  so  she  fled,  and  so  he  foUow'd  long;  23 

Ne  Eving  aide  for  her  on  earth  appeares. 

But  if  the  heavens  helpe  to  redresse  her  wrong. 

Moved  with  pity  and  ner  plenteous  teares. 

It  fortuned  Belphebe  with  her  peares 

The  woody  Nimphs.  and  with  that  lovelv  boy, 

Was  hunting  then  the  libbards  and  the  beares 

In  these  wild  woods,  as  was  her  wonted  ioy. 

To  banish  sloth  that  oft  doth  noble  mindes  annoy. 

It  so  befell,  as  oft  it  falls  in  chace,  21 

Iliat  each  of  them  from  other  sundred  were ; 

And  that  same  gentle  squire  arriv'd  in  place 

Where  this  same  cursed  cavtive  did  appeare 

Pursuing  that  faire  lady  full  of  feare : 

And  now  he  her  quite  overtaken  had ; 

And  now  he  her  away  with  him  did  beare 

Under  his  arme,  as  seeming  wondrous  glad, 

That  by  his  grenning  laughter  mote  farre  off  be  rad. 
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Which  drery  Bight  the  gentle  squire  espying  23 

Doth  haste  to  crosse  him  b.y  the  nearest  way. 

Led  with  that  wofnll  ladies  piteous  crying, 

And  him  assailes  with  all  the  might  he  may; 

Yet  will  not  he  the  lovely  spoile  down  lay, 

But  with  his  craggy  club  in  his  right  hand 

Defends  himselfe,  and  saves  his  gotten  pray: 

Yet  had  it  bene  right  hard  him  to  withstand. 

But  that  he  was  full  light  and  nimble  on  the  land. 

Thereto  the  villaine  used  crafbe  in  fight :  23 

For,  ever  when  the  squire  his  iavelin  shooke, 

He  held  the  lady  forth  before  him  right, 

And  with  her  bodjr,  as  a  buckler,  broke 

The  puissance  of  his  intended  stroke : 

And  if  it  chaunst,  (as  needs  it  must  in  fight,) 

Whilest  he  on  him  was  greedy  to  be  wroke. 

That  any  little  blow  on  her  did  light, 

Then  would  he  laugh  aloud,  and  gather  great  delight. 

Which  subtill  sleight  did  him  encumber  much,  27 

And  made  him  oft,  when  he  would  strike,  forbeare ; 

For  hardly  could  he  come  the  carle  to  touch. 

But  that  he  her  must  hurt,  or  hazard  neare : 

Yet  he  his  hand  so  carefully  did  beare, 

That  at  the  last  he  did  himselfe  attaine, 

And  therein  left-  the  pike- head  of  his  speare : 

A  streame  of  coalblacke  bloud  thence  gusht  amaine, 

That  all  her  silken  garments  did  with  bloud  bestaine. 

With  that  he  threw  her  rudely  on  the  flore,  28 

And,  laying  both  his  hands  upon  his  glave. 

With  dreadfuU  strokes  let  drive  at  him  so  sore, 

That  forst  him  flie  abacke,  himselfe  to  save : 

Yet  he  therewith  so  felly  still  did  rave. 

That  scarse  the  squire  his  hand  could  once  upreare. 

But,  for  advantage,  ground  unto  him  gave. 

Tracing  and  traversing,  now  here,  now  there ; 

For  bootlesse  thing  it  was  to  think  such  blowes  to  beare. 

Whilest  thus  in  battell  they  embusied  were,  29 

Belphebe,  raunging  in  her  forrest  wide, 

The  hideous  noise  of  their  huge  strokes  did  heare. 

And  drew  thereto,  making  her  eare  her  guide : 

Whom  when  that  theefe  approching  nigh  espide 

With  bow  in  hand  and  arrowes  ready  bent. 

He  by  his  former  combate  would  not  bide, 

But  fled  away  with  ghastly  dreriment. 

Well  knowing  her  to  be  ms  deaths  sole  instrument 
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Whom  seeing  flie,  she  speedily  poursewed  30 

With  winded  feete,  as  nimble  as  the  winde. 

And  ever  m  her  bow  8he  ready,  shewed 

The  arrow  to  his  deadly  marke  desynde : 

As  when  Latonaes  daughter,  cruell  kynde, 

In  vengement  of  her  mothers  great  dSsgraoe, 

With  fell  despight  her  cruell  arrowes  tynde 

Gainst  wofull  Siobes  unhappy  race, 

That  all  the  gods  did  mone  her  miserable  case. 

So  well  she  sped  her  and  so  far  she  yentred,  31 

That,  ere  unto  his  heUish  den  he  raught, 

Even  as  he  ready  was  there  to  have  entred, 

She  sent  an  arrow  forth  with  mighty  draught, 

That  in  the  very  dore  him  overcau^ht. 

And,  m  his  nape  arriving,  through  it  thrild. 

His  greedy  throte  therewith  in  two  distraught, 

That  all  his  vitall  spirites  thereby  spild. 

And  all  his  hairy  brefet  with  goiy  bloud  was  fild 

Whom  when  on  ^und  she  groveling  saw  to  rowle  32 

She  ran  in  hast  his  life  to  have  bereft ; 

But,  ere  she  could  him  reach,  the  sin  full  scwle 

Having  his  carrion  corse  quite  sencelesse  left 

Was  fled  to  hell,  surcharg  d  with  spoile  and  theft: 

Yet  over  him  she  there  long  gazing  stood. 

And  oft  admir'd  his  monstrous  shape,  and  oft 

His  mighty  limbs,  whilest  idl  with  filthy  bloud 

The  place  there  over-flowne  seemd  hke  a  sodaine  flood, 

Thenceforth  she  past  into  his  dreadfull  den,  33 

Where  nought  but  darkesome  drerinesse  she  found, 

Ne  creature  saw,  but  hearkned  now  and  then 

Some  litle  whispering,  and  soft-groning  sound. 

With  that  she  askt,  what  ghosts  there  under  ground 

Lay  hid  in  horrour  of  etemall  night ; 

And  bad  them,  if  so  be  they  were  not  bound. 

To  come  and  shew  themselves  before  the  light, 

Now  freed  from  feare  and  danger  of  that  dismall  wight. 

Then  forth  the  sad  iBmylia  issewed. 

Yet  trembling  every  ioynt  through  former  feare ; 

And  after  her  the  hag,  there  with  her  mewed, 

A  foule  and  lothsome  creature,  did  appeare ; 

A  leman  fit  for  such  a  lover  deare : 

That  mov'd  Belphebe  her  no  lease  to  hate, 

Then  for  to  rue  the  others  heavy  cheare ; 

Of  whom  she  gan  enquire  of  her  estate ; 

Who  all  to  her  at  large,  as  hapned,  did  relate. 


y  Google 


480  THB  FAESIE  QtrSENB. 

Thence  she  them  broufjrht  toward  the  place  where  late      SS 

She  left  the  gentle  squire  with  Amoret : 

There  she  him  found  by  that  new  lovel7  mate, 

Who  lay  the  whiles  in  swoune,  full  sadly  set, 

From  her  faire  eyes  wiping  the  deawy  wet 

"Which  softly  stild,  and  kissing  them  atweene, 

And  handling  soft  the  hurts  which  she  did  get : 

For  of  that  carle  she  sorely  bruz'd  had  beene, 

AIb  of  his  owne  rash  hand  one  wound  was  to  be  seenc. 

Which  when  she  saw  with  sodaine  glauncing  eye,  ZO 

Her  noble  heart,  with  sight  thereof  was  fild 

With  deepe  disdaine  and  gre&t  indignity. 

That  in  her  wrath  she  thought  them  both  have  thrild 

With  that  selfe  arrow  which  the  carle  had  kild : 

Yet  held  her  wrathfull  hand  from  vengeance  sore : 

But  drawing  nigh,  ere  he  her  well  beheld, 

"  Is  this  the  faith  P"  she  said — and  said  no  more. 

But  turnd  her  face,  and  fled  away  tor  evermore. 

He,  seeing  her  depart,  arose  up  light,  S  7 

Bight  sore  agrieved  at  her  sharpe  reproofe. 

And  foUow'd  fast :  but,  when  he  came  in  sight. 

He  durst  not  nigh  approch,  but  kept  aloofe. 

For  dread  of  her  displeasure's  utmost  proofe : 

And  evermore,  when  he  did  grace  entreat. 

And  framed  speaches  fit  for  his  behoofe, 

Her  mortall  arrowes  she  at  him  did  threat. 

And  forst  him  backe  with  fowle  dishonor  to  retreat. 

At  last,  when  long  he  followed  had  in  vaine,  38 

Yet  found  no  ease  of  griefe  nor  hope  of  grace, 

Unto  those  woods  he  turned  backe  agaiue. 

Full  of  sad  anguish  and  in  heavy  case : 

And,  finding  there  fit  solitary  place 

For  wofull  wight,  chose  out  a  gloomy  glade. 

Where  hardly  eye  mote  see  bright  heavens  face 

For  mossy  trees,  which  covered  all  with  shade 

And  sad  melancholy;  there  he  his  cabin  made. 

His  wonted  warlike  weapons  all  he  broke  39 

And  threw  away,  with  vow  to  use  no  more, 

Ne  thenceforth  ever  strike  in  battell  stroke, 

Ne  ever  word  to  speake  to  woman  more ; 

But  in  that  wildemesse,  of  men  forlore 

And  of  the  wicked  world  forgotten  qiught, 

His  hard  mishap  in  dolor  to  deplore. 

And  wast  his  wretched  daies  in  wofull  plight : 

8o  on  himselie  to  wreake  his  follies  owne  aespighU 
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And  eke  hig  garment,  to  be  thereto  meet,  4Q 

He  wilfully  did  cut  and  shape  anew; 

And  his  faire  lockes,  that  wont  with  ointment  aweet 

To  be  embaulm'd,  and  sweat  out  dainty  dew. 

He  let  to  ffrow  and  griesly  to  concrew, 

Uncomb'd,  uncurl'd,  and  carelesly  unshed; 

That  in  short  time  his  face  they  overgrew, 

And  over  all  his  shoulders  did  dispred, 

That  who  he  whilome  was  uneath  was  to  be  red* 

There  he  continued  in  this  carefull  plight,  41 

Wretchedljr  wearing  out  his  youthly  yeares. 

Through  wilfull  penury  consumed  qmght, 

That  like  a  pined  ghost  he  soone  appeares : 

For  other  food  then  that  wilde  forrest  beares, 

Ne  other  drinke  there  did  he  ever  tast 

Then  running  water  terapred  with  his  teares, 

The  more  his  weakened  body  so  to  wast : 

That  out  of  all  mens  knowledge  he  was  wome  at  last. 

For  on  a  day,  by  fortune  as  it  fell,  42 

His  own  deare  Lord  Prince  Arthure  came  that  way. 

Seeking  adventures  where  he  mote  heare  tell ; 

And,  as  he  through  the  wandring  wood  did  stray, 

Having  espide  his  cabin  far  away. 

He  to  it  drew,  to  weet  who  there  did  wonne ; 

Weening  therein  some  holy  hermit  lay. 

That  did  resort  of  sinfuU  people  shonne ;  [sunne. 

Or  else  some  woodman  shrowded  there  from  scorching 

Arriving  there  he  found  this  wretched  man  43 

Spending  his  daies  in  dolour  and  despaire, 

^d,  through  long  fasting,  woxen  pale  and  wan. 

All  over-j^owen  with  rude  and  rugged  haire ; 

That  albeit  his  owne  dear  squire  he  were. 

Yet  he  him  knew  not,  ne  aviz'd  at  all ; 

But  like  strange  wight,  whom  he  had  seene  no  where. 

Saluting  him,  gan  into  speach  to  fall, 

And  pitty  much  his  plight,  that  liy'd  like  outcast  thralL 

But  to  his  speach  he  aunswered  no  whit,  41 

But  stood  still  mute,  as  if  he  had  beene  dum^ 

Ne  signe  of  sence  did  shew,  ne  common  wit. 

As  one  with  griefe  and  anguishe  over-cum ; 

And  unto  every  thing  did  aunswere  mum : 

And  ever,  when  the  prince  unto  him  spake^ 

He  louted  lowly,  as  did  him  becum. 

And  humble  homage  did  unto  him  make. 

Midst  sorrow  shewing  ioyous  semblance  for  his  sake. 
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At  wbich  hii  nnconUi  guise  and  usage  quaint  45 

The  prince  did  wonder  much,  ret  could  not  ghesse 

The  cause  of  that  his  sorrowfull  constraint; 

Yet  weend,  by  secret  signes  of  manlinesse, 

Which  close  appeard  in  that  rude  brutishnesse, 

l*hat  he  whilome  some  gentle  swaine  had  beene, 

Traind  up  in  feats  of  armes  and  kniffhtlinesse ; 

Which  he  observ'd,  by  that  he  him  nad  seene 

To  weld  his  naked  sword  and  try  die  edges  keene ; 

And  eke  by  that  he  saw  on  erery  tree  46 

How  he  the  name  of  one  engraven  had 

Which  likly  was  his  liefest  love  to  be, 

From  whom  he  now  so  sorely  was  bestad; 

Which  was  by  him  Belphebe  rightljr  rad : 

Yet  who  was  that  Belphebe  he  ne  wist ; 

Yet  saw  he  often  how  he  wexed  glad 

When  he  it  heard,  and  how  the  ground  he  kist 

Wherein  it  written  was,  and  how  himselfe  he  blist 

Tho,  when  he  long  had  marked  his  demeanor,  47 

And  saw  that  all  he  said  and  did  was  vaine, 

Ne  ought  mote  make  him  change  his  wonted  tenor. 

"Ne  ought  mote  cease  to  mitigate  his  paine; 

He  left  him  there  in  languor  to  remame 

Till  time  for  him  should  remedy  provide, 

And  him  restore  to  former  grace  againe : 

Which,  for  it  is  too  long  here  to  abide, 

I  will  dcferre  the  end  untiU  another  tide. 


CANTO  vin. 

The  gmilt  eqaire  recorers  grace  t 
Sclaimder  her  foests  doth  itainet 

Corflambo  ohaseth  Pladdaa, 
And  if  by  Artbnre  thdne. 

Wbll  said  the  wiseman,  now  prov'd  true  ^y  this 
Which  to  this  gentle  sauire  did  hi^pen  late, 
That  the  displeasure  ot  the  mightv  is 
Then  death  itselfe  more  dro^d  ana  desperate; 
For  naught  the  same  may  calme,  ne  mitigate, 
Till  time  the  tempest  doe  thereof  delay 
With  sufieraunce  soft,  which  rigour  can  abate, 
And  have  the  steme  remembrance  w^rpt  away 
Of  bitter  thou£^tS|  which  deepo  therein  infixed  lay. 
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Like  as  it  fell  to  this  anhappy  bov,  2 

Whose  tender  heart  the  faire  Beiphebe  had 

With  one  sterne  looke  so  daunteo,  that  no  ioy 

In  all  his  life,  which  afterwards  he  lad. 

He  ever  tasted ;  but  with  penaunce  sad 

And  pensive  sorrow  pind  and  wore  away, 

"Ne  ever  laught,  ne  once  shew'd  countenance  glad ; 

But  alwaies  wept  and  wailed  night  and  day. 

As  blasted  bloosme  through  heat  doth  languish  and  decay. 

Till  on  a  day,  as  in  his  wonted  wise  3 

His  doole  he  made,  there  chaunst  a  turtle  dove 

To  come  where  he  his  dolors  did  devise. 

That  likewise  late  had  lost  her  dearest  love, 

Which  losse  her  made  like  passion  also  prove : 

Who,  seeing  his  sad  plight,  her  tender  neart 

With  deare  compassion  deeply  did  emmove. 

That  she  gan  mone  his  undeserved  smart. 

And  with  her  dolefuU  accent  beare  with  him  a  part. 

Shee  sitting  by  him,  as  on  ground  he  lay,  4 

Her  moumefull  notes  full  piteously  did  frame. 

And  thereof  made  a  lamentable  lay, 

So  sensibly  compyld  that  in  the  same 

Him  seemed  oft  he  heard  his  owne  right  name. 

With  that  he  forth  would  poure  so  plenteous  teares, 

And  beat  his  breast  nnwoHhy  of  such  blame. 

And  knocke  his  head,  and  rend  his  rugged  heares, 

That  oould  have  perst  the  hearst  of  tigres  and  of  beares. 

Thus,  long  this  gentle  bird  to  him  did  use  5 

Withouten  dread  of  perill  to  repaire 

Unto  his  wonne,  ana  with  her  moumefull  muse 

Him  to  reoomfort  in  his  greatest  care. 

That  much  did  ease  his  mourning  and  misfare : 

And  every  day,  for  guerdon  of  h^  song, 


He  part  of  his  small  feast  to  her  would  share ; 
That,  at  the  last,  of  all  his  woe  and  wrong 
Companion  she  became,  and  so  continued  long. 

Upon  a  day,  as  she  him  sate  beside, 
By  chance  he  certaine  miniments  forth  drew, 
Which  vet  with  him  as  relickes  did  abide 
Of  all  the  bounty  which  Beiphebe  threw 
On  him,  whilst  goodly  grace  she  did  him  shewt 
Amongst  the  rest  a  ieweil  rich  he  found. 
That  was  a  ruby  of  right  perfect  hew, 
Shap*d  like  a  heart  yet  bleeding  of  the  wound. 
And  with  a  litle  golden  ohaine  about  it  bound. 
II  2 
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The  same  lie  tooke,  and  with  a  riband  new,  7 

In  which  his  ladies  colours  were,  did  bind 

About  ihe  turtles  necke,  that  with  the  vew 

Did  greatly  solace  his  engrieved  mind. 

AH  unawares  the  bird,  when  she  did  find 

Herselfe  so  dekt,  her  nimble  wings  displaid. 

And  flew  away  as  lightly  as  the  wind ; 

Which  sodaine  accident  him  much  dismaid ; 

And,  looking  after  long,  did  marke  which  way  she  straid. 

But  whenas  long  he  looked  had  in  yaine,  8 

Yet  saw  her  fon\'ard  still  to  make  her  flight. 

His  weary  eie  retumd  to  him  againe, 

Full  of  discomfort  and  disquiet  plight, 

That  both  his  iuell  he  had  lost  so  light. 

And  eke  his  deare  companion  of  his  care. 

But  that  sweet  bird  departing  flew  forthright. 

Through  the  wide  region  of  the  wastfull  aire, 

XJntill  she  came  where  wonned  his  Belphebe  faire. 

Qliere  found  she  her  (as  then  it  did  betide)  9 

Sitting  in  covert  shade  of  arbors  sweet, 

After  late  wearie  toile  which  she  had  tride 

In  salvage  chase,  to  rest  as  seem*d  her  meet. 

There  she,  alighting,  fell  before  her  feet, 

And  gan  to  her  moumfuU  plaint  to  make. 

As  was  her  wont,  thinking  to  let  her  weet 

The  great  tormenting  griefe  that  for  her  sake 

Her  gentle  squire  through  her  displeasure  did  pcrtake. 

She,  her  beholding  with  attentive  eye,  10 

At  length  did  marke  about  her  purple  brest 

That  precious  iuell,  which  she  formerly 

Had  knowne  right  well  with  colourd  nbbands  drest: 

Tiiere^dth  she  rose  in  hast,  and  her  addrest 

With  ready  hand  it  to  have  reft  away: 

But  the  swift  bird  obayd  not  her  behest. 

But  swarv'd  aside,  and  there  againe  did  stay; 

She  foUow'd  her,  and  thought  againe  it  to  ass^y. 

And  ever,  when  she  nigh  approcht,  the  dove  11 

Would  flit  a  little  forward,  and  then  stay 

Till  she  drew  neare,  and  then  againe  remove : 

So  tempting  her  still  to  pursue  the  pray. 

And  stiU  from  her  escaping  soft  away : 

Till  that  at  length  into  that  forrest  wide 

She  drew  her  far,  and  led  with  slow  delay : 

In  th*  end  she  her  unto  that  place  did  guide, 

Whereas  that  wofull  man  in  languor  md  abide. 
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Eftesoones  she  flew  unto  hia  fearelesse  hand,  12 

And  there  a  piteous  ditty  new  deviz'd, 

And  if  she  would  have  made  him  understand 

His  sorrowes  cause,  to  be  of  her  despis'd: 

Whom  when  she  saw  in  wretched  weeds  disguiz'd 

With  heary  glib  deform*d,  and  meiger  face, 

Like  ghost  late  risen  from  his  grave  aj^z'd, 

She  Imew  him  not,  but  pittied  much  his  case. 

And  wisht  it  were  in  her  to  doe  him  any  grace. 

He,  her  beholding,  at  her  feet  downe  fell  13 

And  kist  the  ground  on  which  her  sole  did  tread, 

And  wast  the  same  with  water  which  did  well 

From  his  moist  eies,  and  like  two  streames  procead, 

Yet  spake  no  word,  whereby  she  might  aread 

What  mister  wight  he  was,  or  what  ne  ment ; 

But,  as  one  daunted  with  her  presence  dread, 

Onely  few  ruefull  lookes  unto  ner  sent, 

As  messenges  of  his  true  meaning  and  intent. 

Yet  nathemore  his  meaning  she  ared,  lA 

But  wondred  much  at  his  so  selcouth  case ; 

And  by  his  persons  secret  seemlyhed 

Well  weend  that  he  had  beene  some  man  of  place. 

Before  misfortune  did  his  hew  deface ; 

That,  being  mov'd  with  ruth,  she  thus  bespake : 

"  Ah !  wofuU  man,  what  Heavens  hard  disgrace, 

Or  wrath  of  cruell  wight  on  thee  ywrake. 

Or  selfe-disliked  life,  aoth  thee  thus  wretched  make  P 

**  If  Heaven ;  then  none  may  it  redresse  or  blame,  IS 

Sith  to  His  powre  we  all  are  subiect  borne ! 

If  wrathfull  wight ;  then  fowle  rebuke  and  shame 

Be  theirs  that  have  so  cruell  thee  forlorne ! 

But,  if  through  inward  griefe  or  wilfull  scome 

Of  life,  it  be ;  then  better  doe  advise : 

For  he,  whose  daies  in  wilfull  woe  are  wome. 

The  grace  of  his  Creator  doth  despise. 

That  will  not  use  his  gifts  for  thanklesse  nigardise." 

When  so  he  heard  her  say,  eftsoones  he  brake,  16 

His  sodaine  silence  which  he  long  had  pent. 

And,  sighing  inly  deepe,  her  thus  bespake ; 

"  Then  have  they  all  themselves  aginst  me  bent  I 

For  Heaven,  first  author  of  my  languishment. 

Envying  my  too  great  felicity. 

Did  cosely  with  a  cruell  one  consent 

To  cloud  my  daies  in  doleful!  misery, 

And  make  me  loath  this  life,  still  longing  for  to  die. 
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*•  Ne  any  but  yourselfe,  O  dearest  Dred,  17 

Hath  done  thia  wron((,  to  wreake  on  worthlesse  wight 

Your  high  diBpleaaure,  through  misdeeming  bred: 

That,  when  your  pleasure  is  to  deeme  aright. 

Ye  may  redresse,  and  me  restore  to  light P* 

Which  sonr  words  her  mi^tie  hart  did  mate 

With  mild  regard  to  see  bis  ruefull  plight. 

That  her  inhuming  wrath  she  gan  abate. 

And  him  receiy'd  againe  to  former  favours  state. 

In  which  he  long  time  afterwards  did  lead  13 

An  happie  life  with  grace  and  good  accord, 

Fearlesse  of  fortunes  chaunge  or  enyies  dread. 

And  eke  all  mindlesse  of  his  own  deare  lord 

The  noble  prince,  who  never  heard  one  word 

Of  tydings,  what  did  unto  him  betide, 

Or  what  good  fortune  did  to  him  afford ; 

But  through  the  endlesse  world  did  wander  wide, 

Him  seeking  evermore,  yet  no  where  him  deecride : 

Till  on  a  day,  as  through  ihat  wood  he  rode,  10 

He  chaunst  to  come  where  those  two  ladies  late, 

^mylia  and  Amoret,  abode. 

Both  in  full  sad  and  sorrowiull  estate ; 

The  one  right  feeble  through  the  evill  rate 

Of  food,  which  in  her  duresse  she  had  found ; 

The  other  almost  dead  and  desperate 

Through  her  late  hurts,  and  through  diat  haplesse  wound 

With  which  the  squire,  in  her  defence,  her  sore  astound. 

Whom  when  the  prince  beheld,  he  gan  to  rew  20 

The  evill  case  in  which  those  ladies  lay; 

But  most  was  moved  at  the  piteous  vew 

Of  Amoret,  so  neare  unto  decay, 

That  her  great  daunger  did  him  much  dismay 

Eftsoones  that  pretious  liquor  forth  he  drew, 

Which  he  in  store  about  him  kept  alway. 

And  with  few  drops  thereof  did  softly  dew 

Her  wounds,  that  unto  strength  restor'd  her  soone  anew. 

Tho,  when  they  both  recovered  were  right  well,  21 

He  gan  of  them  inquire,  what  evill  guide 

Them  thether  brought,  and  how  their  harmes  befell: 

To  whom  they  told  all  that  did  them  betide, 

And  how  from  thraldome  vile  they  were  untide. 

Of  that  same  wicked  earle,  by  virgins  bond ; 

Whose  bloudie  corse  they  shew'd  him  there  be?  ide, 

And  eke  his  cave  in  which  they  both  were  bond  t 

Vt  which  he  wondred  much  when  all  those  signes  he  fond. 
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And  eyermore  He  greatly  did  desire  22 

To  know,  what  yir^n  did  them  thence  unbind; 

And  oft  of  them  did  earnestly  inquire, 

Where  was  her  won,  and  how  he  mote  her  find. 

But,  whenas  nought  according  to  his  mind 

He  could  out-learne,  he  them  from  trround  did  reare» 

(No  service  lothsome  to  a  gentle  kind,) 

And  on  his  warlike  beast  them  both  did  beare, 

Himselfe  by  them  on  foot  to  succour  them  from  f  eare. 

So  when  that  forrest  they  had  passed  well,  23 

A  litle  cottage  farre  away  they  spide, 

To  which  the^  drew  ere  night  upon  them  fell; 

And,  entring  in,  found  none  therein  abide, 

But  one  old  woman  sitting  there  beside 

Upon  the  ground  in  ragg^  rude  attyre. 

With  filthy  lockes  about  her  scattered  wide. 

Gnawing  her  nayles  for  lelnesse  and  for  yre. 

And  there  out  sucking  yenime  to  her  parts  entyre.- 

A  foule  and  loathly  creature  sure  in  sight,  24 

And  in  conditions  to  be  loath*d  no  lease : 

For  she  was  stufb  with  rancour  and  despight 

Up  to  the  throat,  that  oft  with  bittemesse 

It  forth  would  breake  and  gush  in  great  excesse, 

Pouring  out  streames  cf  poyson  and  of  gall 

Gainst  all  that  truth  or  yertue  doe  professe ; 

Whom  she  with  leasings  lewdly  did  miscall 

And  wickedly  backbite;  her  name  did  Sclaunder  call. 

Her  nature  is,  all  goodnesse  to  abuse,  25 

And  causelesse  crimes  continually  to  frame. 

With  which  she  guiltlesse  persons  may  accuse. 

And  steale  away  the  crowne  of  their  good  namet 

Ne  eyer  knight  so  bold,  ne  eyer  dame 

So  chast  and  loyal  liy'a,  but  she  would  strive 

With  forged  cause  them  falsely  to  defame; 

Ne  ever  thing  so  well  was  doen  alive, 

But  she  with  blame  would  blot,  and  of  due  praise  deprive. 

Her  words  were  not,  as  common  words  are  ment»  2^ 

T*  ezpresse  the  meaning  of  the  inward  mind. 

But  nqysome  breath,  and  poysnous  spirit  sent 

From  inward  parts,  with  canored  malice  lind. 

And  breathed  forth  with  blast  of  bitter  wind; 

Which  passing  throng^  the  earee  would  pierce  the  hart, 

And  wound  the^  soule  itselfe  with  griefe  unkind :  • 

For,  like  the  stings  of  aspes  that  kill  with  smart. 

Her  spightfuU  words  did  pricke  and  wound  the  inner  part^ 
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Such  was  tliat  hag,  unmeet  to  host  such  guests,  27 

Whom  ffreatest  princes  court  would  welcome  fa  ne : 

But  neede,  that  answers  not  to  all  requests. 

Bad  them  not  looke  for  better  entertayne ; 

And  eke  that  age  despysed  nicenesse  vaine, 

Enur'd  to  hardnesse  and  to  homely  fare, 

Which  them  to  warlike  discipline  did  trayne, 

And  manhr  limbs  endur'd  with  litle  care 

Against  aU  hard  mishaps  and  fortunelesse  misfare. 

Then  all  that  evening,  welcommed  with  cold  ZS 

And  chearelesse  hunger,  they  together  spent ; 

Yet  found  no  fault,  but  that  the  hag  did  scold 

And  ravle  at  them  with  grudgefuU  discontent, 

For  lodging  there  without  her  owne  consent : 

Yet  they  endured  all  with  patience  milde, 

And  unto  rest  themselves  all  onely  lent, 

[Regardlesse  of  that  queane  so  base  and  vilde 

To  De  uniustly  blamd  and  bitterly  revilde. 

Here  well  I  weene,  whenas  these  rimes  be  red  29 

With  misregard,  that  some  rash-witt-ed  wight. 

Whose  looser  thought  will  lightly  be  misled, 

These  gentle  ladies  will  misdeeme  too  light 

For  thus  conversing  with  this  noble  knight; 

Sith  now  of  dayes  such  temperance  is  rare 

And  hard  to  finde,  that  heat  of  youthfull  spright 

For  ought  will  from  his  greedie  pleasure  spare : 

Mere  iStrd  for  hungry  steed  t*  abstaine  from  pleasant  lare. 

But  antique  age,  yet  in  the  infancie  30 

Of  time,  did  live  then,  like  an  innocent, 

In  simple  truth  and  blamelesse  chastitie; 

Ne  then  of  guile  had  made  experiment ; 

But,  voide  of  vile  and  treacherous  intent, 

Held  vertue,  for  itselfe,  in  soveraine  awe: 

Then  loyal  love  had  royall  regiment, 

And  each  unto  his  lust  did  make  a  lawe. 

From  all  forbidden  things  his  liking  to  withdraw. 

The  lyon  there  did  with  the  lambe  consort,  81 

And  eke  the  dove  sate  by  the  faulcons  side; 

Ne  each  of  other  feared  fraud  or  tort, 

But  did  in  safe  securi  tie  abide, 

Withouten  perill  of  the  stronger  pride : 

But  when  the  world  woxe  old,  it  woxe  warre  old, 

(Whereof  it  hight,)  and,  having  shortly  tride 

The  traines  of  wit,  in  wickednesse  woxe  bold. 

And  dared  of  all  sinnes  the  secrete  to  unfold. 
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Then  beantie,  which  was  made  to  represent  32 

The  great  Creatours  owne  resemblance  bright, 

Unto  abuse  of  lawlesse  lust  was  lent, 

And  made  the  baite  of  bestiall  delight : 

Then  faire  grew  foule,  and  foule  grew  faire  in  sight ; 

And  that,  which  wont  to  vanquish  God  and  man, 

Was  made  the  vassall  of  the  victors  might ; 

Then  did  her  glorious  flowre  wex  dead  and  wan, 

Deepisd  and  troden  downe  of  all  that  over-ran : 

And  now  it  is  so  utterly  decayd,  33 

That  any  bud  thereof  doth  scarse  remaine, 

But  if  few  plants,  preserved  through  heavenly  ayd, 

In  princes  court  doe  hap  to  sprout  againe, 

Dew'd  with  her  drops  of  bountie  soveraine, 

Which  from  that  goodly  glorious  flowre  proceed. 

Sprung  of  the  auncient  stocke  of  princes  straine. 

Now  tn*  onely  remnant  of  that  royall  breed, 

Whose  noble  kind  at  first  was  sure  of  heavenly  seed. 

Tho,  soone  as  day  discovered  heavens  face  34 

To  sinfull  men  with  darknes  over  dight. 

This  gentle  crew  gan  firom  their  eye-lids  chace 

The  drowzie  humour  of  the  dampish  night. 

And  did  themselves  unto  their  ioumey  dight. 

So  forth  they  yode,  and  forward  softly  paced. 

That  them  to  view  had  bene  an  uncouth  sight; 

How  all  the  way  the  prince  on  footpace  traced, 

Tho  ladies  both  on  horse  together  fast  embraced. 

Soone  as  they  thence  dex>arted  were  afore,  85 

Tliat  shamefuU  hag,  the  slaunder  of  her  sexe, 

Them  foilow'd  fast,  and  them  reviled  sore, 

Him  calling  theefc,  them  whores ;  that  much  did  vcxe 

His  noble  hart:  thereto  she  did  annexe 

False  crimes  and  facts,  such  as  they  never  ment, 

^lat  those  two  ladies  much  ashamed  did  wexe : 

The  more  did  she  pursue  her  lewd  intent, 

And  rayl'd  and  rag'd,  till  she  had  all  her  poyson  spent. 

At  last,  when  they  were  passed  out  of  sight.  36 

Yet  she  did  not  her  spightfull  speach  forbearc, 

But  after  them  did  barke,  and  still  backbite. 

Though  there  were  none  her  hatefuU  words  to  heare: 

Like  as  a  curre  doth  felly  bite  and  teare 

The  stone,  which  passed  straunger  at  him  threw; 

So  she,  them  seeing  past  the  reach  of  eare, 

Against  the  stones  and  trees  did  rajle  anew, 

Tul  the  had  duld  the  sting,  which  m  her  tongs  end  grew. 
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They  passing  forth  kept  on  their  readie  war,  37 

With  easie  steps  so  soft  as  foot  could  stryde, 

Both  for  great  feeblesse  which  did  oft  assay 

Faire  Amoret,  that  scarcely  she  could  lyde, 

And  eke  through  heavie  armes  which  sore  annoyd 

The  prince  on  loot,  not  wonted  so  to  fare. 

Whose  steadie  hand  was  faine  his  steede  to  guyde. 

And  all  the  wav  from  trotting  hard  to  spare ; 

So  was  his  toyle  the  more,  the  more  that  was  his  care. 

At  length  they  spide  where  towards  them  with  speed        38 

A  squire  came  galloping,  as  he  would  flie, 

Bearing  a  litle  dwarfe  before  his  steed, 

That  afi  the  way  full  loud  for  aide  did  crie, 

That  seem'd  his  shrikes  would  rend  the  brasen  skie ; 

Whom  after  did  a  mighty  man  pursew, 

Byding  upon  a  dromedare  on  hie, 

Of  stature  huge,  and  horrible  of  hew, 

That  would  have  maz'd  a  man  his  dreadfull  face  to  vew: 

For  from  his  feareftill  eyes  two  fierie  beamee,  39 

More  sharpe  then  points  of  needles,  did  proceede» 

Shooting  forth  farre  away  two  flaming  streames, 

Full  of  sad  powre,  that  poj^snous  bale  did  breede 

To  all  that  on  him  lookt  without  good  heed. 

And  secretly  his  enemies  did  slay: 

like  as  the  basiliske,  of  serpents  seede, 

From  powrefull  eyes  close  venim  doth  oonvay 

Into  the  lookers  hart,  and  killeth  farre  away. 

He  all  the  way  did  rage  at  that  same  squire,  40 

And  after  him  full  roanj  threatnings  threw. 

With  curses  vaine  in  his  avengefull  ire : 

But  none  of  them  (so  fast  away  he  flew) 

Him  overtooke  before  he  came  in  vew: 

Where  when  he  saw  the  prince  in  armour  bright, 

He  cald  to  him  aloud  his  case  to  rew. 

And  rescue  him,  through  succour  of  his  mi^ht. 

From  that  his  crueU  foe  that  him  pursewd  m  sight. 

Eftsoones  the  prince  tooke  downe  ^lose  ladies  twaine      41 

From  loftie  steede,  and  mounting  in  their  stead 

Came  to  that  squire  yet  trembling  every  vaino ; 

Of  whom  he  gan  enquire  his  cause  of  dread : 

Who  as  he  gan  the  same  to  him  aread, 

Loe !  hard  behind  his  backe  his  foe  was  prest, 

With  dreadfull  weapon  aymed  at  his  head. 

That  unto  death  had  doen  him  unredrest. 

Had  not  the  noble  prince  his  readie  stroke  represt: 
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Wlio.  throsting  boldly  twizt  him  and  the  blow,  42 

The  burden  of  the  deadl;r  brunt  did  beare 
Upon  his  shield,  which  iightlj  he  did  throw 
Over  his  head,  before  the  harme  came  neare: 
Naihlesse  it  fell  with  so  despiteous  dreare 
And  heavie  sway,  that  hard  unto  his  crowne 
The  shield  it  drove,  and  did  the  covering  reare : 
Therewith  both  squire  and  dwarfe  did  tomble  downe 
Unto  the  earth,  and  lay  long  while  in  senselesse  swowne. 

Whereat  the  prince,  full  wrath,  his  strong  right  hand      43 

In  full  avengement  heaved  up  on  hie. 

And  stroke  the  pagan  with  his  steely  brand 

So  sore,  that  to  his  saddle-bow  thereby 

He  bowed  low,  and  so  a  while  did  he : 

And  sure,  had  not  his  massie  yron  mace 

Betwixt  him  and  his  hurt  bene  happily. 

It  would  have  cleft  him  to  the  ^^iroing  place; 

Yet,  as  it  was,  it  did  astonish  him  long  space. 

But,  when  he  to  himselfe  retumd  againe,  41 

All  full  of  rage  he  gan  to  curse  and  sweare, 

And  vow  bv  Mahoune  that  he  should  be  slaine. 

With  that  his  miirdrous  mace  he  up  did  reare, 

That  seemed  nought  the  souse  thereof  could  beare» 

And  therewith  smote  at  him  with  all  his  might : 

But,  ere  that  it  to  him  approched  neare. 

The  royall  child  with  readie  quick  foresight 

Did  shun  the  proofe  thereof  and  it  avoyded  light 

But,  ere  his  hand  he  could  recure  agame  43 

To  ward  his  bodie  from  the  balefuU  stound. 

He  smote  at  him  with  all  his  might  and  maine 

So  furiously  thaL  ere  he  wist,  he  found 

His  head  before  him  tombl  ng  on  the  ground ; 

The  whiles  his  babling  tongue  did  yet  olasnheme 

And  curse  his  god  that  did  him  so  confound ; 

The  whiles  his  life  ran  foorth  in  bloudie  streame, 

His  soule  descended  down  into  the  Stygian  reame. 

Which  when  that  squire  beheld,  he  woxe  full  glad  43 

To  see  his  foe  breathe  out  his  spright  in  vaine : 

But  that  same  dwarf  right  sorie  seem*d  and  sad, 

And  howld  aloud  to  see  his  lord  there  slaine. 

And  rent  his  haire  and  scratcht  his  face  for  paine. 

Then  gan  the  j>rince  at  leasure  to  inquire 

Of  all  the  accident  there  hapned  plaine. 

And  what  he  was  whose  eyes  did  flame  with  fire: 

Al  which  was  thus  to  him  declared  by  that  squire. 
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**  This  miglitie  man,"  qnotli  he,  "  whom  you  hare  slaine,  47 

Of  an  hug[e  geauntesse  whylome  was  bred ; 

And  by  hia  strenf^h  role  to  himselfe  did  gaine 

Of  many  nations  mto  thraldome  led, 

And  mightie  kingdomes  of  his  force  adred ; 

Whom  yet  he  conquered  not  by  bloudie  fight, 

Ne  hostes  of  men  with  banners  brode  dispred. 

But  by  the  powre  of  his  infectious  sight, 

With  which  he  killed  all  that  came  within  his  might. 

"  Ne  was  he  erer  yanqnished  afore,  48 

But  ever  ranquisht  all  with  whom  he  fought ; 

Ke  was  there  man  so  strong,  but  he  downe  bore ; 

Ne  woman  yet  so  faire,  but  he  her  brought 

Unto  his  bay,  and  c&ptired  her  thought : 

For  most  or  strength  and  beautte  his  desire 

Was  spoyle  to  make,  and  wast  them  unto  nought, 

By  casting  secret  flakes  of  lustfull  fire 

From  his  false  eyes  into  their  harts  and  parts  entire. 

**  Therefore  Corflambo  was  he  cald  aright.  49 

Though  namelesse  there  his  bodie  now  doth  lie ; 

Yet  hath  he  lefl  one  daughter  that  is  hight 

The  faire  Paeana :  who  seemes  outwardly 

So  faire  as  ever  yet  saw  living  eie ; 

And,  were  her  vertue  like  her  beautie  bright, 

She  were  as  faire  as  any  under  skie : 

But  ah !  she  given  is  to  vaine  delight, 

And  eke  too  loose  of  life,  and  eke  of  love  too  light. 

•*  So,  as  it  fell,  there  was  a  gentle  squire  60 

That  lov*d  a  ladie  of  high  parentage ; 

But,  for  his  meane  degree  might  not  aspire 

To  match  so  high,  her  friends  with  counsell  sage 

Dissuaded  her  from  such  a  disparage: 

But  she,  whose  hart  to  love  was  wholly  lent, 

Out  of  his  hands  could  not  redeeme  her  gage. 

But,  firmely  following  her  first  intent, 

Besolv'd  with  him  to  wend,  gainst  all  her  friends  consent. 

**  So  twixt  themselves  they  pointed  time  and  place :  51 

To  which  when  he  accordmg  did  repaire, 

An  hard  mishap)  and  disaventrous  case 

Him  chaunst;  instead  of  his  JEmylia  faire. 

This  Gyants  sonne,  that  lies  there  on  the  laire 

An  headlesse  heape,  him  unawares  there  caught, 

And  all  dismavd  through  mercilesse  despaire 

Him  wretched  thrall  unto  his  dongeon  brought, 

Wliere  he  remaines  of  all  unsuccour'd  and  unsought. 
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**  This  gyants  daughter  came  upon  a  day  62 

XJnto  the  prison,  in  her  ioyous  ^lee. 

To  view  the  thrais  which  there  in  bondage  lay  x 

Amongst  the  rest  she  chaunced  there  to  see 

This  lovely  swaine,  the  squire  of  low  degree; 

To  whom  she  did  her  liking  lightly  cast, 

And  wooed  him  her  paramour  to  bee : 

Erom  day  to  day  she  woo'd  and  prayd  him  fast» 

And  for  nis  loye  him  promist  libertie  at  last. 

**  He,  though  affide  unto  a  former  love,  53 

To  whom  with  he  firmely  ment  to  hold. 

Yet  seeing  not  how  thence  he  mote  remove. 

But  by  that  meanes  which  fortune  did  unfold* 

Her  punted  love,  but  with  affection  cold. 

To  wm  her  grace  his  Ubertie  to  ^t : 

Tet  he  him  still  detaines  in  captive  hold. 

Fearing,  least  if  she  should  him  freely  set. 

He  would  her  shortly  leave,  and  former  love  forget. 

"  Yet  80  much  favour  she  to  him  hath  hight  54 

Above  the  rest,  that  he  sometimes  may  space 

And  walke  about  her  gardens  of  delight. 

Having  a  keeper  still  with  him  in  place ; 

Which  keeper  is  this  dwarfe,  her  dearling  base. 

To  whom  the  keyes  of  every  prison  dore 

Sy  her  committed  be,  of  speciall  grace, 

And  at  his  will  may  whom  he  list  restore, 

And,  whom  he  list,  reserve  to  be  afflicted  more« 

"  Whereof  when  tydings  came  unto  mine  eare^  55 

Full  inly  sorie,  for  the  fervent  zeale 

Which  I  to  him  as  to  my  soule  did  beare, 

I  thether  went ;  where  I  did  long  conceale 

Myselfe,  till  that  the  dwarfe  did  me  reveale. 

And  told  his  dame  her  squire  of  low  degree 

Did  secretly  out  of  her  prison  steale ; 

For  me  he  did  mistake  that  squire  to  bee ; 

For  never  two  so  like  did  living  creature  see. 

*'  Then  was  1  taken  and  before  her  brought ;  56 

Who,  through  the  likenesse  of  my  outward  hew. 

Being  likewise  beguiled  in  her  thought, 

Gan  blame  me  much  for  being  so  untrew 

To  seeke  by  flight  her  fellowship  t' eschew. 

That  lov'd  me  deare,  as  dearest  thing  alive. 

Thence  she  commaunded  me  to  prison  new : 

Whereof  I  glad  did  not  gaine-say  nor  strive. 

Bat  Buffired  that  same  dwarfe  me  to  her  dongeon  drive. 
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*'  There  did  I  finde  mine  onely  faithfull  frend  57 

In  heavy  plight  and  sad  perplexitie ; 

Whereof  I  sorio,  yet  myselfe  did  bend 

Him  to  recomfort  with  my  companie ; 

But  him  the  more  a^jrreey'd  I  fonnd  thereby  s 

For  all  hiH  ioy,  he  said,  in  that  distresse 

Was  mine  and  his  ^mylias  libertie. 

^mylia  well  he  loy'd,  as  I  mote  ghe^se ; 

Yet  greater  love  to  me  then  her  he  did  professe. 

"  But  I  with  better  reason  him  ayix'd         ^  58 

And  shew'd  him  how,  through  error  and  misthought 

Of  our  like  persons  eath  to  be  di^guiz'd, 

Or  his  exchange  or  freedom  might  be  wrought 

Whereto  full  loth  was  he,  ne  would  for  ought 

Consent  that  I,  who  stood  all  feareleftse  free. 

Should  wilfully  be  into  thraldome  brought. 

Till  fortune  did  perforce  it  so  decree : 

Tet,  orer-ruld  at  last,  he  did  to  me  agree. 

"  The  morrow  next,  about  the  wonted  howre,  50 

The  dwarfe  cM  at  the  doore  of  Amyas 

To  come  forthwith  unto  his  ladies  bowre : 

Insteed  of  whom  forth  came  I  Placidaa, 

And  undiscemed  forth  with  him  did  pas. 

There  with  great  ioyance  and  with  gladsome  glee 

Of  fairc  Pseana  I  received  was, 

And  ofl  imbrast,  as  if  that  I  were  hee, 

And  with  kind  words  acooyd,  vowing  great  love  to  mee. 

*'  Which  I,  that  was  not  bent  to  former  love,  00 

As  was  my  friend  that  had  her  long  refus'd. 

Bid  well  accept,  as  well  it  did  behove, 

Add  to  the  present  neede  it  wisely  usd. 

My  former  nardnesse  first  I  faire  excusd; 

And,  after,  promist  large  amends  to  make. 

With  sucJi  smooth  tonnes  her  error  I  abnsd 

To  my  friends  ^ood  more  then  for  mine  owne  sake, 

For  whose  sole  libertie  I  love  and  life  did  stake. 

"  Thenceforth  I  found  more  favour  at  her  hand ;  61 

That  to  her  dwarfe,  which  had  me  in  his  charge. 

She  bad  to  Ughtcn  my  too  heavie  band, 

And  graunt  more  scope  to  me  to  walke  at  largo. 

So  on  a  day,  as  by  the  fiowrie  marge 

Of  a  fresh  streame  T  with  that  elfe  did  play. 

Finding  no  meanes  how  I  might  us  enlarge. 

But  if  that  dwarfe  I  could  with  me  oonvay, 

I  lightly  anatcht  him  up  and  with  me  bcnre  away. 
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**  Thereat  lie  shriekt  aloud,  that  with  his  cry  62 

The  tyrant  selfe  came  forth  with  yelling  bray. 

And  me  porsew'd ;  but  nathemore  womd  I 

Forgoe  the  purchase  of  my  gotten  pray, 

But  have  perforce  him  hether  brought  away." 

Thus  as  they  talked,  loe !  where  nigh  at  hand 

Those  ladies  two,  yet  doubtful!  through  dismay, 

In  nresence  came,  desirous  t*  understand 

lyoings  of  all  which  there  had  hapned  on  the  land. 

Where  soone  as  sad  JBmylia  did  espie  63 

Her  captive  lovers  friend,  young  Pkcidas ; 

All  mindlesse  of  her  wonted  modestie 

She  to  him  ran,  and,  him  with  streight  embras 

Enfolding,  said  j  "  And  lives  jret  AmyaS  P" 

"  He  Uves,"  ouoth  he,  "  and  his  jEmylia  loves." 

"  Then  l^se,   said  she,  "  b^  all  the  woe  I  pas. 

With  which  my  weaker  patience  fortune  proves : 

But  what  mishap  thus  long  him  fro  myselfe  removes  P" 

Then  gan  he  all  this  storie  to  renew,  6^ 

And  tell  the  course  of  his  captivitie ; 

That  her  deare  hart  foil  deepely  made  to  rew 

And  sigh  full  sore,  to  heare  the  miserie 

In  which  so  long  he  merdlesse  did  lie. 

Then,  after  many  teares  and  sorrowee  spent, 

She  deare  besouffht  the  prince  of  remedie : 

Who  thereto  dial  with  readie  will  consent, 

And  well  perform'd ;  as  shall  appeare  by  his  event. 


CANTO  JX. 

The  8qoire  of  low  degree,  releast, 

P«ana  takes  to  wile : 
Britomart  figbtes  with  maiif  knights  t 

Prince  ▲rthur  itlnte  their  strife. 

Habd  is  the  doubt,  and  difficult  to  deeme. 

When  all  three  kinds  of  love  together  meet 

And  doe  dispart  the  hart  with  powre  extreme, 

Whether  shall  weigh  the  balance  downe;  to  weet, 

The  deare  affection  unto  kindred  sweet, 

Or  raging  fire  of  love  to  womankind, 

Or  zeale  of  friends  oombvnd  with  vertues  meet. 

But  of  them  all  the  band[  of  vertuous  mind. 

Me  seemes,  the  gentle  hart  ahoold  most  assured  bind. 
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For  naturall  affection  soone  doth  cesse,  2 

And  quenched  is  with  Cupids  greater  flame ; 

But  faithfull  friendship  doth  them  both  suppresse, 

And  them  with  maystring  disciphne  doth  tame. 

Through  thoughts  aspyring  to  etemall  fame. 

For  as  the  some  doth  rule  the  earthly  masse, 

And  all  the  service  of  the  bodie  frame ; 

So  lore  of  soule  doth  love  of  bodie  passe, 

No  lesse  then  perfect  gold  surmounts  the  meanest  brasse. 

All  which  who  list  by  tryall  to  assay,  3 

Shall  in  this  storie  find  approved  plaine ; 

In  which  these  squires  true  friendship  more  did  sway 

Then  either  care  of  parents  codd  refraine. 

Or  love  of  fairest  laoie  could  constraine. 

For  though  Pssana  were  as  faire  as  mome, 

Yet  did  tTiis  trustie  squire  with  proud  disdaine 

For  his  friends  sake  her  oflred  favours  scome, 

And  she  herselfe  her  syre  of  whom  she  was  ybome. 

Now,  after  that  Prince  Arthur  graunted  had  4 

To  yeeld  strong  succour  to  that  gentle  swayne, 

"Who  now  long  time  had  lyen  in  prison  sad ; 

He  gan  advise  how  best  he  mote  darrayne 

That  enterprize,  for  greatest  glories  gayne. 

That  headlesse  tyrants  tronke  he  reaxd  from  ground. 

And,  having  ympt  the  head  to  it  agayne, 

Upon  his  usuall  beast  it  firmely  bound. 

And  made  it  so  to  ride  as  it  alive  was  found. 

Then  did  he  take  that  chased  squire,  and  layd  5 

Before  the  ryder,  as  he  captive  were ; 

And  made  his  dwarfe,  though  with  unwilling  ayd. 

To  guide  the  beast  that  did  his  maister  beare. 

Till  to  his  Castle  they  approched  neare : 

"Whom  when  the  watch,  that  kept  continnall  ward. 

Saw  cumming  home,  all  voide  of  doubtfull  feare 

He,  running  downe,  the  gate  to  him  unbard ; 

"Whom  straight  the  Prince  ensuing  in  together  fkr*d. 

There  did  he  find  in  her  delitious  boure  6 

The  faire  Paeana  playing  on  a  rote, 

Complay^ing  of  her  cruell  paramoure. 

And  singintr  all  her  sorrow  to  the  note, 

As  she  had  learned  readily  by  rote ; 

That  with  the  sweetnesse  of  her  rare  delight 

The  Prince  half  rapt  be^an  on  her  to  dote; 

Till,  better  him  bethinkmii  of  the  right. 

He  her  unwares  attacht,  and  captive  held  by  mighL 
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Whence  being  forth  produced,  when  she  perceived  7 

Her  owne  deare  sire,  she  cald  to  him  for  aide : 

But  when  of  him  no  aunswere  she  received. 

But  saw  him  sencelesse  by  the  squire  upstaide. 

She  weened  well  that  then  she  was  betraide : 

Then  gan  she  loudly  cry,  and  weepe,  and  waile. 

And  that  same  squire  of  treason  to  upbraide : 

But  all  in  vaine ;  her  plaints  might  not  prevaile ; 

Ne  none  there  was  to  reskue  her,  ne  none  to  baQe. 

Then  tooke  he  that  same  dwarfe  and  Tu'wi  oompeld  8 

To  open  unto  him  the  prison  dore, 

And  forth  to  bring  those  thrals  which  there  he  held. 

Thence  forth  were  brought  to  him  above  a  score 

Of  knights  and  squires  to  him  unknowne  afore : 

All  which  he  did  from  bitter  bondage  free, 

And  unto  former  liberty  restore. 

A^mongst  the  rest  that  s'quire  of  low  degree 

Came  forth  full  weake  and  wan,  not  like  himselfe  to  bee. 

Whom  soone  as  faire  JSmylia  beheld  9 

And  Placidas,  they  both  unto  him  ran, 

And  him  embracing  fa^t  betwixt  them  held, 

Striving  to  comfort  him  all  that  they  can, 

And  kissing  oft  his  visage  pale  and  wan : 

^  hat  faire  Pseana,  them  beholding  both, 

Gan  both  envy,  and  bitterly  to  ban ; 

Through  iealous  passion  weeping  inly  wroth. 

To  see  the  sight  perforce  that  both  her  eyes  were  loth. 

But  when  awhile  they  ha^  together  beene,  10 

And  diversly  conferred  of  their  case. 

She,  though  full  oft  she  both  of  them  had  scene 

Asunder,  yet  not  ever  in  one  place, 

Began  to  doubt,  when  she  them  saw  embrace, 

"VVliich  was  the  captive  squire  she  lov'd  so  deare, 

Peceived  through  great  likenesse  of  their  face : 

!For  they  so  like  in  person  did  appeare. 

That  she  uneath  disiBemed  whether  whether  weare. 

And  eke  the  prince  whenas  he  them  avized,  11 

Their  like  resemblaunce  much  admired  there. 

And  mazd  how  nature  had  so  well  disguized, 

Her  worke,  and  counterfet  herselfe  so  nere. 

As  if  that  by  one  patteme  scene  somewhere 

She  had  them  made  a  paragone  to  be ; 

Or  whether  it  through  skill  or  errour  were. 

Thus  gazing  long  at  them  much  wondred  he ; 

So  did  Uie  other  icnightB  and  squires  which  him  did  sea 
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Then  ^sai  they  ransacke  that  same  castle  strong,  12 

In  which  he  found  ^^at  store  of  hoorded  threasure. 

The  which  that  tyrant  gathered  had  by  wrong 

And  tortious  powre,  without  respect  or  measure. 

Upon  all  whicn  the  Briton  prince  made  seasure, 

And  afterwards  continu'd  there  a  while 

To  rest  himselfe,  and  solace  in  soft  pleasure 

Those  weaker  ladies  after  weary  toile ; 

To  whom  he  did  divide  part  of  his  purchast  spoilo. 

And,  for  more  ioy,  that  captive  lady  faire,  13 

The  faire  Paeana,  he  enlarged  free, 

And  by  the  rest  did  set  in  sumptuous  chaire 

To  feast  and  frollicke ;  nathemore  would  she 

Shew  gladsome  countenaunce  nor  pleasaunt  glee; 

But  gneved  was  for  losse  both  of  her  sire, 

And  eke  of  lordship  with  both  land  and  fee ; 

But  most  she  touched  was  with  griefe  entire 

For  losse  of  her  new  love,  the  hope  of  her  desire. 

But  her  the  prince,  through  his  well-wonted  grace,  li 

To  better  termes  of  myldnesse  did  entreat 

From  that  fowle  rudenesse  which  did  her  deface ; 

And  that  same  bitter  cor'sive,  which  did  eat 

Her  tender  heart  and  made  refraine  from  meat, 

He  with  good  thewes  and  speeches  well  applyde 

Did  mollifie,  and  calme  her  raging  heat : 

For  though  she  were  most  faire,  and  goodly  dyde, 

Yet  she  it  all  did  mar  with  cruelty  and  piide. 

Ajid,  for  to  shut  up  all  in  friendly  love,  15 

Sith  love  was  first  the  ground  of  all  her  griefe. 

That  trusty  squire  he  wisely  well  did  move 

Not  to  despise  that  dame  which  lov'd  him  hefe. 

Till  he  had  made  of  her  some  better  priefe ; 

But  to  accept  her  to  his  wedded  wife : 

Thereto  he  offred  for  to  make  him  chiefe 

Of  all  her  land  and  lordship  during  life : 

He  yeelded,  and  her  tooke ;  so  stinted  all  their  strife. 

From  that  day  forth  in  peace  and  ioyous  blis  Id 

They  liv'd  together  long  without  debate ; 

Ne  nrivate  iarre,  ne  spite  of  enemis, 

Could  shake  the  safe  assurauncc  of  their  state : 

And  she,  whom  nature  did  so  faire  create 

That  she  mote  match  the  fairest  of  her  daies, 

Yet  with  lewd  loves  and  lust  intemperate 

Had  it  defaste,  thenceforth  reformed  her  waies,        [praisow 

That  all  men  much  admyrde  her  change,  and  spake  hex* 
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ThiiB  when  the  prince  had  perfectly  compvlde  17 

These  pairus  of  friends  in  peace  and  setleo,  rest ; 

Himselfe,  whose  minde  did  travell  as  with  chyldo 

Of  his  old  love  conceav'd  in  secret  brest, 

Besolved  to  pursue  his  former  guest; 

And,  taking  leave  of  all,  with  him  did  beare 

Faire  Amoret,  whom  fortune  by  bequest 

Had  left  in  his  protection  whileare. 

Exchanged  out  of  one  into  another  feare. 

Feare  of  her  safety  did  her  not  constraine ;  18 

For  well  she  wist  now  in  a  mighty  hond 

Her  person,  late  in  perill,  did  remaine, 

Who  able  was  all  daungers  to  withstond: 

But  now  in  feare  of  shame  she  more  did  stond, 

Seeing  herselfe  all  soly  succourlesse. 

Left  in  the  victors  powre,  like  vassall  bond ; 

Whose  will  her  weaknesse  could  no  wajr  represse. 

In  case  his  burning  lust  should  breiike  mto  exoesse 

But  cause  of  feare  sure  had  she  none  at  all  ID 

Of  him,  who  goodly  learned  had  of  yore 

The  course  of  loose  afiection  to  forstall. 

And  lawlesse  lust  to  rule  with  reasons  lore ; 

That,  all  the  while  he  by  his  side  her  bore, 

She  was  as  safe  as  in  a  sanctuary. 

Thus  many  miles  they  two  together  wore, 

To  seeke  their  loves  dispersed  diversly ; 

Yet  neither  shewed  to  other  their  hearts  privity. 

At  length  they  came  whereas  a  troupe  of  knights  20 

They  saw  together  skirmishing,  as  seemed : 

Sixe  they  were  all,  all  full  of  fell  despight. 

But  foure  of  them  the  battell  best  beseemed. 

That  which  of  them  was  best  mote  not  be  deemed. 

These  foure  were  they  firom  whom  false  Florimel 

By  Braggadochio  lately  was  redeemed ; 

To  weeC  steme  Druon,  and  lewd  ClaribeU, 

Love-lavish  Blandamour,  and  lustMl  ParidelL 

Braons  delight  was  all  in  single  life,  21 

And  unto  ladies  love  would  lend  no  leasure : 
The  more  was  Claribell  enraged  rife 
With  fervent  flames  and  loved  out  of  measure : 
So  eke  lov'd  Blandamour,  but  yet  at  pleasure 
Would  change  his  liking,  and  new  lemans  prove : 
But  Paridell  of  love  did  make  no  threasure. 
But  lusted  afler  all  that  him  did  move : 
8o  diveraly  these  foure  disposed  were  to  love. 
X  X  2 
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But  those  two  other,  which  beside  them  stoode,  23 

Were  Britomart  and  gentle  Scudamour : 

Who  all  the  while  beheld  their  wrathful!  moode. 

And  wondred  at  their  implacable  stoure, 

Whose  like  they  never  saw  till  that  same  houre: 

So  dreadfull  strokes  each  did  at  other  drive, 

And  laid  on  load  with  all  their  might  and  powre, 

As  if  that  every  dint  the  ghost  would  rive 

Out  of  their  wretched  corses,  and  their  lives  deprive. 

As  when  Dan  ^olus,  in  great  displeasure  23 

For  losse  of  his  deare  love  by  Neptune  hent, 
Sends  forth  the  winds  ouD  of  his  hidden  threasure 
Upon  the  sea  to  wreake  his  full  intent ; 
They,  breaking  forth  with  rude  unruliment 
From  all  foure  partes  of  heaven,  doe  rage  full  sore. 
And  tosse  the  deepes,  and  teare  the  firmament. 
And  all  the  world  confound  with  wide  uprore ; 
As  if  instead  thereof  they  Chaos  would  restore. 

Cause  of  theur  discord  and  so  fell  debate  21 

Was  for  the  love  of  that  same  snowy  maid, 

Whome  they  had  lost  in  tumeyment  of  late ; 

Ani,  seeking  long  to  weet  which  wav  she  straicL 

Met  here  together;  where,  through  lewd  upbraide 

Of  At^  and  Duessa,  they  fell  out ; 

And  each  one  taking  part  in  others  aide 

This  cruell  conflict  raised  thereabout, 

Whose  dangerous  successe  depended  yet  in  doabt: 

For  sometimes  Paridell  and  Blandamour  25 

The  better  had,  and  bet  the  others  backe ; 

Eftsoones  the  others  did  the  field  recoure. 

And  on  their  foes  did  worke  full  cruell  wracke; 

Yet  neither  would  their  fiend-like  fury  slacke. 

But  evermore  their  malice  did  augment ; 

Till  that  uneath  they  forced  were,  for  lacke 

Of  breath,  their  ragmg  rigour  to  relent. 

And  rest  themselves  for  to  recover  spirits  spent. 

There  gan  they  change  their  sides,  and  new  parts  take ;  26 

For  Paridell  did  take  to  Druons  side. 

For  old  despiijht  which  now  forth  newly  brake 

Gainst  Blandamour,  whom  alwaies  he  envide : 

And  Blandamour  to  Claribell  relide : 

So  all  afresh  gan  former  fight  renew. 

As  when  two  oarkes,  this  caried  with  the  tide, 

That  with  the  wind,  contr4ry  courses  sew. 

If  wind  and  tide  doe  change,  tlieir  courses  change  anew. 
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Thenceforth  thev  much  more  fiiriously  p^an  fere,  27 

As  if  but  then  tne  battell  had  begonne ; 

Ne  hehnets  bright  ne  hawberks  strong  did  spare, 

That  through  the  clifts  the  vermeil  bloud  out  sponne, 

And  all  adowne  their  riven  sides  did  ronne. 

Such  mortall  malice  wonder  was  to  see 

In  friends  profest,  and  so  great  outrage  donne : 

But  sooth  IS  said,  and  tride  in  each  degree. 

Faint  fri^ndt  when  they  fall  out  most  cruellfomen  bee. 

Thus  thev  long  while  continued  in  fight ;  28 

Till  Scuoamour  and  that  same  Briton  maide 

By  fortune  in  that  place  did  chance  to  light : 

Whom  soone  as  they  with  wrathfull  eie  bewraide. 

They  gan  remember  of  the  fowle  upbraide. 

The  which  that  Britonesse  had  to  mem  donne 

In  that  late  tumey  for  the  snowy  maide ; 

Where  she  had  them  both  shamefully  fordonne, 

And  eke  the  famous  prize  of  beauty  from  them  wonue. 

Eflsoones  all  burning  with  a  fresh  desire  20 

Of  fell  revenge,  in  their  malicious  mood 

Thev  from  themselves  gan  tume  their  furious  ire, 

Ana  cruell  blades  yet  steeming  with  whot  bloud 

Against  those  two  let  drive,  as  they  were  wood : 

W  ho  wondring  much  at  that  so  sodaine  fit, 

Yet  nought  dismayd,  them  stoutly  well  withstood , 

Ne  yeelded  foote,  ne  once  abacke  did  flit. 

But,  being  doubly  smitten,  likewise  doubly  smit. 

The  warlike  dame  was  on  her  part  assaid  20 

Of  Claribell  and  Blandamour  attone ; 

And  Paridell  and  Dnion  fiercely  laid 

At  Scudamour,  both  his  professed  fone : 

Four  charged  two,  and  two  surcharged  one ; 

Yet  did  those  two  themselves  so  bravely  beare, 

That  th*  other  litle  gained  by  the  lone. 

But  with  their  owne  repay ea  duely  weare, 

And  usury  withall :  such  gaine  was  gotten  deare. 

Full  oftentimes  did  Britomart  assay  31 

To  speake  to  them,  and  some  emparlance  move ; 

But  they  for  nought  their  cruell  hands  would  stay, 

Ne  lend  an  eare  to  ought  that  might  behove. 

As  when  an  eager  mastifl'e  once  doth  prove 

The  tast  of  bloud  of  some  engored  beast, 

No  words  may  rate,  nor  rigour  him  remove 

From  creedy  nold  of  that  his  blouddy  feast : 

So,  litle  did  Ui^y  hearken  to  her  sweet  bcheast 
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Whom  when  ike  Briton  prince  afarre  beheld  S2 

With  ods  of  80  Tinec^uall  match  opprest. 

His  mighty  heart  with  indignation  sweld, 

And  inward  grudge  fild  hislieroicke  brest: 

Eftsoones  himselie  he  to  their  aide  addrest. 

And  thrusting  fierce  into  the  thickest  preace 

Divided  them,  however  loth  to  rest ; 

And  would  them  faine  from  battell  to  surceasse, 

With  gentle  words  perswading  them  to  friendly  peaoe. 

But  they  so  farre  from  peace  or  patience  were,  S3 

That  all  at  once  at  him  gan  fiercely  flie, 

And  lay  on  load,  as  they  him  downe  would  bearo : 

Like  to  a  storme  which  hovers  under  skie, 

Long  here  and  there  and  round  about  dotli  stie, 

At  len^h  breakes  downe  in  raine,  and  haile,  and  slect» 

First  from  one  coast,  till  nought  thereof  be  drie ; 

And  then  another,  till  that  likewise  fleet : 

And  so  from  side  to  side  tiU  all  the  world  it  weet 

But  now  their  forces  greatly  were  decayd,  81 

The  prince  yet  bemg  fresh  untoucht  afore ; 

Who  them  with  speaches  milde  gan  first  disswade 

From  such  foule  outrage,  and  tlicm  long  forbore; 

TiU,  seeing  them  through  sufirance  hartned  more, 

Himselfe  he  bent  their  furies  to  abate, 

And  layd  at  them  so  sharpely  and  so  sore. 

That  shortly  them  compelled  to  retrate, 

And  being  brought  in  daungeF  to  relent  too  late. 

But  now  his  courage  being  throughly  fired,  83 

Hement  to  make  them  know  their  follies  prise. 

Had  not  those  two  him  instantly  desired 

T*  asswage  his  wrath,  and  pardon  their  mespriso : 

At  whose  request  he  gan  himselfe  advise 

To  stay  his  hand,  and  of  a  truce  to  treat 

In  milder  tearmes,  as  list  them  to  devise : 

Mongat  which  the  cause  of  their  so  cruel!  heat 

He  Old  them  aske ;  who  all  that  passed  gan  repeat ; 

And  told  at  lai^e  how  that  same  errant  knight,  SO 

To  weet,  faire  Britomart,  them  late  had  foyled 

In  open  turney,  and  by  wrongfuU  fight 

Both  of  their  publicke  praise  had  them  despoyled, 

And  also  of  their  private  loves  beguyled; 

Of  two  full  hard  to  read  the  harder  theft. 

But  she  that  wrongful!  challenge  soone  assoyled* 

And  shew'd  that  she  had  not  that  lady  reft, 

(As  they  supposed,)  but  her  had  to  her  liking  left 
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To  whom  the  prince  thus  goodly  well  replied;  37 

"  Certes,  sir  knight,  ye  seemen  much  to  blame 
To  rip  up  wrong  that  battell  once  hath  tried ; 
Wherein  the  honor  both  of  armes  ye  shame, 
And  eke  the  love  of  ladies  foule  defame ; 
To  whom  the  world  this  franchise  ever  yeelded, 
That  of  their  lores  choise  they  mi^ht  freedom  clame. 
And  in  that  right  should  by  all  knights  be  shielded : 
Gainst  which,  me  seemes,  this  war  ye  wrongfully  hare 
wielded." 

"  And  yet,"  quoth  she,  "  a  greater  wrong  remaines :  38 

For  I  thereby  my  former  love  have  lost ; 

Whom  seeking  ever  since  with  endlesse  paines 

Hath  me  much  sorrow  and  much  travell  cost : 

Aye  me,  to  see  that  g*>ntle  maide  so  tost !" 

But  Scudamour  then  sighing  deepe  thus  saide ; 

**  Certes  her  losse  ought  me  to  sorrow  most, 

Whose  right  she  is,  wherever  she  be  straide, 

Through  many  penis  wonne,  and  many  fortunes  waide : 

"  For  from  the  first  that  T  her  love  profest,  39 

Unto  this  houre,  this  present  lucklesse  howte, 

I  never  ioyed  happinesse  nor  rest ; 

But  thus  tormoifa,  from  one  to  other  stowre 

I  wast  mv  life,  and  doe  mv  daies  devowre 

In  wretched  anguishc  and  incessant  woe. 

Passing  the  measure  of  my  feeble  powre ; 

That,  hving  thus  a  wretch  and  lovmg  so, 

I  neither  can  my  love  ne  yet  my  life  forgo." 

Then  good  Sir  Claribell  him  thus  bespake;  40 

"  Now  were  it  not.  Sir  Scudamour,  to  you 

Dislikefull  paine  so  sad  a  taske  to  take. 

Mote  me  entreat  you,  sith  this  gentle  crew 

Is  now  so  well  accorded  all  anew, 

That,  as  we  ride  together  on  our  way. 

Ye  will  recount  to  us  in  order  dew 

All  that  adventure  which  ye  did  assay 

For  that  faire  ladies  love :  past  perils  well  apay.** 

So  gan  the  rest  him  likewise  to  reauire :  41 

But  Britomart  did  him  imp6rtune  iiard 

To  take  on  him  that  paine ;  whose  great  desire 

He  glad  to  satisfie,  himselfe  prepar'd 

To  tell  through  what  misfortune  he  had  far'd 

In  that  atchievement,  as  to  him  befell, 

And  all  those  daungers  unto  them  declar'd ; 

Which  sith  they  cannot  in  this  canto  well 

Comprised  be,  1  will  them  in  another  telL 
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CANTO  X. 

Soudamoar  doth  hia  oonqaest  tell 

Of  vertnous  Amoret : 
Great  Venus  temple  is  deecrib*d ;    , 

And  lovers  Ufe  forth  set. 

"  Tbue  he  it  said,  whatever  man  it  sayd. 

That  love  with  gall  and  hony  doth  abound : 

But  if  the  one  be  with  the  other  wayd. 

For  every  dram  of  hony,  therein  found, 

A  pound  of  gall  doth  over  it  redound : 

That  I  too  true  by  triall  have  approved ; 

For  since  the  day  that  first  with  deadly  wound 

My  heart  was  launcht,  and  learned  to  have  loved, 

I  never  ioyed  howre,  but  still  with  care  was  moved. 

"  And  vet  such  grace  is  ^ven  them  from  above, 

That  all  the  cares  and  eviU  which  they  meet 

May  nought  at  all  their  setled  mindes  remove, 

But  seeme  gainst  common  sence  to  them  most  sweet; 

As  hosting  in  their  martyrdome  unmeet. 

So  all  that  ever  yet  I  have  endured 

I  count  as  naught,  and  tread  downe  under  feet, 

Since  of  my  love  at  length  I  rest  assured, 

That  to  disloyalty  she  will  not  be  allured. 

"  Long  were  to  tell  the  travell  and  long  toile. 
Through  which  this  shield  of  Love  I  late  have  wonne. 
And  purchased  this  peerlesse  beauties  spoile, 
That  harder  may  be  ended,  then  begonne : 
But  since  ye  so  desire,  your  will  be  donne. 
Then  hearke,  ye  gentle  knights  and  ladies  free. 
My  hard  mishaps,  that  ye  may  leame  to  shonne ; 
For  though  sweet  love  to  conquer  glorious  bee, 
Yet  is  the  paine  thereof  much  greater  then  the  fee. 

"  What  time  the  fame  of  this  renowmed  prise 
Flew  first  abroad,  and  all  mens  eares  possest ; 
I,  having  armes  then  taken,  gan  avise 
To  winne  me  honour  by  some  noble  gest, 
And  Durchase  me  some  place  amongst  the  best. 
I  boldly  thought,  (so  youn^  mens  thouRlits  are  bold,) 
That  this  same  brave  emprizo  for  me  did  rest, 
And  that  both  shield  and  she  whom  I  behold 
Might  be  my  lucky  lot ;  sith  all  by  lot  we  hold. 
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*  So  on  that  hard  adTenture  forth  I  went,  5 

And  to  the  place  of  pKjrill  shortly  came : 
That  was  a  temple  faire  and  auncient, 
Which  of  great  mother  Venus  bare  the  name. 
And  farre  renowmed  through  exceeding  fame ; 
Much  more  then  that  which  was  in  Paphos  built. 
Or  that  in  Cyprus,  both  long  since  this  same, 
Though  all  the  pillours  of  the  one  were  guilt, 
And  fil  the  others  pavement  were  with  yvory  spilt: 

**  And  it  was  seated  in  an  island  strong,  6 

Abounding  all  with  delices  most  rare, 

And  wall*a  by  nature  gainst  invaders  wrong. 

That  none  mote  have  accesse,  nor  inward  fare^ 

But  by  one  way  that  passage  did  prepare. 

It  was  a  bridge  y built  in  goodly  wize 

With  curious  corbes  and  pendants  graven  £ure, 

And  arched  all  with  porches  did  arize 

On  stately  pillours  fram'd  after  the  Doricke  guize: 

"  And  for  defence  thereof  on  th*  other  end  7 

There  reared  was  a  castle  faire  and  strong. 

That  warded  all  whifch  in  or  out  did  wend. 

And  flancked  both  the  bridges  sides  along, 

Gainst  all  that  would  it  faine  to  force  or  wrong : 

And  therein  wonned  twenty  valiant  knights ; 

All  twenty  tride  in  warres  experience  long ; 

Whose  office  was  against  all  manner  wights 

By  all  meanes  to  maintaine  that  castels  ancient  rights. 

"  Before  that  castle  was  an  open  plaine,  8 

And  in  the  midst  thereof  a  pular  placed ; 

On  which  this  shield,  of  many  sought  in  vaine. 

The  shield  of  love,  whose  guerdon  he  hath  graced. 

Was  hangd  on  high  with  golden  ribbands  laced; 

And  in  the  marble  stone  was  written  this, 

With  golden  letters  goodly  well  enchaced ; 

Blessed  the  man  that  well  can  use  this  bits: 

Whose  ever  be  the  shield,  faire  Amoret  be  his. 

**  Which  when  I  red,  my  heart  did  inly  eame,  0 

An4  pant  with  hope  of  that  adventures  hap : 

Ke  stayed  further  newes  thereof  to  learne. 

But  with  my  speare  upon  the  shield  did  rap. 

That  all  the  castle  ringed  with  the  clap. 

Streight  forth  issewd  a  knight  all  arm  d  to  proofe. 

And  bravely  mounted  to  his  most  mishap : 

Who,  staying  nought  to  question  from  aloofe, 

San  fierce  at  me,  Qiat  fire  glaunst  from  his  horses  hoofe. 
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"  Whom  boldly  I  enoountred  (as  I  could)  10 

And  by  good  fortune  shortly  him  unseated. 

Efksoones  outsprung  two  more  of  equall  motdd; 

But  I  them  both  with  equall  hap  defeated : 

So  all  the  twenty  I  likewise  entreated. 

And  lefl  them  groning  there  upon  the  plaine. 

Then,  preacing  to  the  pillour,  1  repeated 

The  read  thereof  for  guerdon  of  my  paine, 

And,  taking  downe  the  shield,  with  me  did  it  retaine. 

"  So  forth  without  impediment  I  past,  11 

Till  to  the  bridges  utter  gate  I  came; 

The  which  I  found  sure  lockt  and  chained  fast. 

I  knockt,  but  no  man  answred  me  by  name ; 

I  cald,  but  no  man  answred  to  my  clame : 

Yet  I  pers^ver'd  still  to  knocke  and  call ; 

Till  at  the  last  I  spide  within  the  same 

Where  one  stood  peeping  through  a  crevis  small. 

To  whom  I  cald  aloud,  halfe  angry  therewithal!. 

"  That  was  to  weet  the  porter  of  the  place,  12 

Unto  whose  trust  the  cnarge  thereof  was  lent : 

His  name  was  Doubt,  that  had  a  dou^e  face, 

Th*  one  forward  looking,  th'  other  backeward  bont. 

Therein  resembling  lanus  auncient 

Which  hath  in  charge  the  ingate  of  the  yeare : 

And  evermore  his  eyes  about  him  went, 

As  if  some  proved  periU  he  did  feare. 

Or  did  misaoubt  some  ill  whose  cause  did  not  appearc. 

"  On  th*  one  side  he,  on  th*  other  sate  Delay,  13 

Behinde  the  gate,  that  none  her  might  espy ; 

Whose  manner  was,  all  passengers  to  stay 

And  entertaine  with  her  occasions  sly ; 

Through  which  some  lost  great  hope  unheedily. 

Which  never  they  recover  might  againe ; 

And  others,  quite  excluded  forth,  oGd  ly 

Long  languishing  there  in  unpittied  paine. 

And  seekmg  often  entraunce  afterwards  in  vaine. 

"  Me  whenas  he  had  privily  espide  14 

Bearing  the  shield  which  I  had  conquerd  late. 

He  kend  it  strcight,  and  to  me  opened,  wide  i 

So  in  I  past,  and  streight  he  closd  the  gate. 

But  being  in,  Delay  in  close  awaite 

Caught  hold  on  me,  and  thought  my  steps  to  stay, 

Feigning  iuU  many  a  fond  excuse  to  prate, 

And  time  to  steale,  the  threasure  of  mans  day, 

Whose  smallett  minute  lost  no  riches  render  may. 
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"  But  by  no  meanea  my  way  I  would  forslow  15 

For  ought  that  ever  she  could  doe  or  say ; 

But  from  my  lofty  steede  dismounting  low 

Past  forth  on  foote,  beholding  all  the  way 

The  goodly  workes,  and  stones  of  rich  assay. 

Cast  into  sundry  shapes  by  wondrous  skill. 

That  like  on  earth  no  where  I  recken  may ; 

And  underneath,  the  river  rolling  still 

With  murmure  soft,  that  seem'd  to  serve  the  workmans  will. 

"  Thence  forth  I  passed  to  the  second  gate,  16 

The  Gate  of  Good  Desert,  whose  goodly  pride 

And  costly  frame  were  long  here  to  relate : 

The  same  to  all  stoode  alwaies  open  wide ; 

But  in  the  porch  did  evermore  abide 

An  hideous  giant,  dreadfull  to  behold. 

That  stopt  the  entraunce  with  his  spacious  stride. 

And  with  the  terrour  of  his  countenance  bold 

Full  many  did  affiray,  that  else  faine  enter  would : 

"  His  name  was  Daunger,  dreaded  over  all ;  17 

Who  day  and  night  did  watch  and  duely  ward 

From  fearefuU  cowards  entrance  to  forstall 

And  faint-heart-fooles,  whom  shew  of  perill  hard 

Could  temfie  from  fortunes  faire  adward : 

For  oftentimes  faint  hearts,  at  first  espiall 

Of  his  grim  face,  were  from  approaching  scard : 

Unworthy  they  of  grace,  whom  one  deniall 

Excludes  from  fairest  hope  withouten  further  triall. 

"  Yet  many  doughty  warriours  often  tride  13 

In  greater  perils  to  be  stout  and  bold. 

Durst  not  the  stemnesse  of  his  looke  abide ; 

But,  soone  as  they  his  countenance  did  behold, 

Began  to  faint,  and  feele  their  corage  cold. 

Againe,  some  other,  that  in  hard  assaies 

Were  cowards  knowne,  and  litle  count  did  hold, 

Either  through  gifts,  or  guile,  or  such  like  waies. 

Crept  in  by  stouping  low,  or  stealing  of  the  kaics. 

"But  I,  though  meanest  man  of  many  moe,  10 

Yet  much  disdaining  unto  him  to  lout. 

Or  creepe  betweene  nis  le^,  so  in  to  goe, 

Eesolv  a  him  to  assault  with  manhood  stout, 

And  either  beat  him  in  or  drive  him  out. 

Eftsoones,  advauncing  that  enchaunted  shield, 

With  all  my  might  I  gan  to  lay  about : 

"VNTiich  when  he  saw,  the  glaive  which  he  did  wield 

He  gan  forthwith  f  avale,  and  way  unto  me  yield. 
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"  So,  as  I  entred,  I  did  baokeward  looke,  20 

For  feare  of  harme  that  might  lie  hidden  there; 

And  loe !  his  hindparts,  whereof  heed  I  tooke. 

Much  more  deformed,  fearfuU,  ugly  were, 

Then  all  his  former  parts  did  earst  appere : 

For  hatred,  murther,  treason,  and  despight. 

With  many  moe  lay  in  ambdshment  there, 

AwaytiDg  to  entrap  the  warelesse  wight 

Which  did  not  them  prevent  witli  vigilant  foresight. 

"  Thus  having  past  all  pcrill,  I  was  come  21. 

Within  the  compasse  of  that  islands  space; 

The  which  did  seeme,  unto  my  simple  doome, 

The  onely  pleasant  and  delightfuU  place 

That  ever  troden  was  of  footings  trace : 

For  all  that  nature  by  her  motner-wit 

Could  frame  in  earth,  and  forme  of  substance  base. 

Was  there ;  and  all  that  nature  did  omit, 

Art,  playing  second  natures  part,  supplyed  it. 

"  No  tree,  that  is  of  count,  in  greenewood  growes,  23 

•  From  lowest  iuuiper  to  ceder  tall ; 
No  flowre  in  field,  that  daintie  odour  throwes. 
And  deckes  his  branch  with  blossomes  over  all, 
But  there  was  planted,  or  grew  naturall : 
Nor  sense  of  man  so  coy  and  carious  nice. 
But  there  mote  find  to  please  itselfe  withall ; 
Nor  hart  could  wish  for  any  queint  device, 
But  there  it  present  was,  and  did  fraile  sense  entice. 

'*  In  such  luxurious  plentie  of  all  pleasure,  23 

It  seem'd  a  second  paradise  I  ghesse. 

So  lavishly  enricht  with  natures  threasure. 

That  if  the  happie  soules,  which  doe  possesse 

Th'  Elvsian  fields  and  live  in  lasting  blesse. 

Should  happen  this  with  living  eye  to  see. 

They  soone  would  loath  their  lesser  happinesse. 

And  wish  to  life  retum'd  againe  to  bee. 

That  in  this  ioyous  place  they  mote  have  ipyance  free. 

"  Freph  shadowes,  fit  to  shroud  from  mmny  ray ;  21 

Faire  lavmds,  to  take  the  sunne  in  season  aew ; 
Sweet  springs,  in  which  a  thousand  nymphs  did  play ; 
Sofl-rombling  b'xwkes,  that  gentle  slomber  drew ; 
High-reared  moimts,  the  lands  about  to  view ; 
Low-looking  dales,  disloi^nd  from  common  gaze ; 
DelightfuU  T)owres,  to  solace  lovers  trew ; 
False  labyrinthes,  fond  runner   ^es  to  daze ; 
All  which  by  nature  made  did  n  tore  selfe  amaze. 
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**  And  all  without  were  walkes  and  alleyes  dight  25 

With  divers  trees  enrang'd  in  even  ranKes ; 

And  here  and  there  were  pleasant  arbors  piffht, 

And  shadie  seates,  and  sundry  flowring  bankes 

To  sit  and  rest  the  walkers  wearie  shankes : 

And  therein  thousand  payres  of  lovers  walkt, 

Praysing  their  god,  and  yeelding  him  great  thaukcs, 

Ne  ever  ought  but  of  their  true  loves  talkt, 

Ke  ever  for  rebuke  or  blame  of  any  balkt. 

"  All  these  togeth(  r  by  themselves  did  sport  28 

Their  spotlesse  pleasures  and  sweet  loves  content. 

But,  farre  away  from  these  another  sort 

Of  lovers  lincked  in  true  harts  consent ; 

Which  loved  not  as  these  for  like  intent. 

But  on  chaste  vertue  grounded  their  desire, 

Farre  from  all  fraud  or  fayned  blandishment ; 

Which,  in  their  spirits  kindling  zealous  fire, 

Brave  thoughts  and  noble  deedes  did  evermore  aspire. 

"  Such  were  great  Hercules,  and  Hyllus  deare :  27 

Trew  lonathmi,  and  David  trustie  tryde ; 

Stout  Theseus,  and  Pirithous  his  feare ; 

Pylades,  and  Orestes  by  his  syde ; 

Myld  Titus,  and  Gesippus  without  pryde ; 

Damon  and  Pythias,  whom  death  could  not  sever : 

All  these,  and  all  that  ever  had  bene  tyde 

In  bands  of  friendship,  there  did  live  for  ever ; 

Whose  lives  although  deoay'd,  yet  loves  decayed  never. 

"  Which  whenas  I,  that  never  tasted  blis  28 

Nor  happy  howre,  beheld  with  gazefuU  eye, 

I  thought  there  was  none  other  heaven  then  this ; 

And  g9.n  their  endlesse  happinesse  envye, 

That  oeing  free  from  feare  and  gealosye 

Might  frankely  there  their  loves  desire  possesse; 

Whilest  I,  through  pams  and  perlous  ieopardie. 

Was  forst  to  seekc  my  lifee  deare  patronesse :  [tresse. 

Much  dearer  be  the  things  which  come  through  hajrd  dis- 

**  Yet  all  those  sights,  and  all  that  else  I  saw,  29 

Might  not  my  steps  withhold  but  that  forthright 

Unto  that  purposa  place  I  did  me  draw. 

Whereas  my  love  was  lodged  dajr  and  night, 

The  temple  of  great  Venus,  that  is  hight 

The  queene  of  oeautie,  and  of  love  the  mother. 

There  worshipped  of  everv  living  wight ; 

Whose  goodly  workmanship  farre  past  all  other 

That  ever  were  on  earth,  all  were  tney  set  together. 
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**  Not  that  same  famous  temple  of  Di4ne,  80 

Whose  hight  all  Ephesus  did  oversee. 

And  which  all  Asia  sought  with  vowes  prophane. 

One  of  the  world's  seven  wonders  sayd  to  bee, 

Might  match  with  this  by  many  a  degree; 

Nor  that,  which  that  wise  king  of  lurie  framed 

With  endlesse  cost  to  be  th*  Almighties  see ; 

Nor  all,  that  ehe  through  all  the  world  is  named 

To  all  the  heathen  gods,  might  like  to  this  be  damod. 

"  I,  much  admyring  that  so  goodly  frame,  SI 

Unto  the  porch  approcht,  which  open  stood; 

But  therem  sate  an  amiable  dame. 

That  seem'd  to  be  of  very  sober  mood. 

And  in  her  semblant  shew'd  great  womanhood : 

Strange  was  her  tyre ;  for  on  her  head  a  crowne 

She  wore,  much  like  unto  a  Danisk  hood, 

Poudred  with  pcrle  and  stone ;  and  all  her  gowne 

Enwoven  was  with  gold,  that  raught  full  low  adowne. 

"  On  either  side  of  her  two  young  men  stood,  83 

Both  strongly  arm'd,  as  fearing  one  another; 

Yet  were  tuey  brethren  both  of  halie  the  blood, 

Begotten  by  two  fathers  of  one  mother. 

Though  of  contrarie  natures  each  to  other: 

The  one  of  them  bight  Love,  the  other  Hate ; 

Hate  was  the  elder.  Love  the  younger  brother ; 

Yet  was  the  younger  stronger  in  his  state 

Then  th*  elder,  and  him  maystred  still  in  all  debate. 

"  Nathlesse  that  dame  so  well  them  tempred  both,  33 

That  she  them  forced  hand  to  ioyne  in  haud« 

Albe  that  Hatred  was  thereto  fiill  loth. 

And  tum'd  his  face  away,  as  he  did  stand. 

Unwilling  to  behold  that  lovely  band : 

Yet  she  was  of  such  grace  and  vertuous  might. 

That  her  commaimdmcnt  he  could  not  withstand. 

But  bit  his  lip  for  felonous  despight. 

And  gnasht  his  yron  tuskes  at  that  displeasing  sight. 

"  Concord  she  cleeped  was  in  common  reed,  34 

Mother  of  blessed  i?eace  and  Friendship  trew ; 

Thev  both  her  twins,  both  borne  of  Heavenly  seed, 

And  she  herselfe  likewise  divinely  grew ; 

The  which  right  well  her  workes  divine  did  shew : 

For  strength  and  wealth  and  happinesse  she  lends. 

And  strife  and  warre  and  anger  does  subdew ; 

Of  little  much,  of  foes  she  maketh  frends. 

And  to  afflicted  minds  sweet  rest  and  quiet  sends. 
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•'  By  her  the  heaven  is  in  his  course  contained,  35 

Ana  all  the  world  in  state  unmoved  stands. 

As  their  Almightie  Maker  first  ordained. 

And  bound  them  with  inviolable  bands; 

Else  would  the  waters  overflow  the  lands. 

And  fire  devoure  the  ayre,  and  hell  them  quight; 

But  that  she  holds  them  with  her  blessed  hands. 

She  is  the  nourse  of  pleasure  and  delight, 

And  unto  Venus  grace  the  gate  doth  open  right. 

"  By  her  I  entring  half  dismayed  was :  80 

But  she  in  gentle  wise  me  entertayned. 

And  twixt  herselfe  and  Love  did  let  me  pas; 

But  Hatred  would  my  entrance  have  restrayned. 

And  with  his  club  me  threatned  to  have  brayntd. 

Had  not  the  ladie  with  her  powrefull  speach 

Him  from  his  wicked  will  uneath  refrayned : 

And  th'  other  eke  his  malice  did  empeach, 

Till  I  was  throughly  past  the  perill  of  his  reach. 

"  Into  the  inmost  temple  thus  I  came,  S7 

Which  fuminc:  all  with  frankensence  I  found 

And  odours  rising  from  the  altars  flame. 

Upon  an  hundred  marble  pillors  round 

The  roof  up  high  was  reared  from  the  ground. 

All  deckt  with  crownes,  and  chaynes,  and  girlands  gay. 

And  thousand  pretious  gifts  worth  manv  a  pound. 

The  which  sad  lovers  for  their  vowes  did  pay ;  [May. 

And  all  the  ground  was  strow'd  with  flowres  as  fresh  as 

"  An  hundred  altars  round  about  were  set,  38 

All  flaming  with  their  sacrifices  fire, 

That  with  the  steme  thereof  the  temple  swet, 

Which  rould  in  clouds  to  heaven  dia  aspire, 

And  in  them  bore  true  lovers  vowes  entire : 

And  eke  an  hundred  brasen  caudrons  bright 

To  bath  in  ioy  and  amorous  desire. 

Every  of  which  was  to  a  damzell  hight ; 

For  all  the  priests  were  damzels  in  soil  linnen  dight. 

*' Bight  in  the  midst  the  goddesse  selfe  did  stand  39 

Upon  an  altar  of  some  costly  musse, 

Whose  Bubstance  was  uneath  to  understand: 

For  neither  pretious  stone,  nor  durefull  brasse, 

l^or  shining  gold,  nor  mouldring  clay  it  was ; 

But  much  more  rare  and  pretious  to  esteeme. 

Pure  in  aspect,  and  like  to  christall  glasse ; 

Yet  fflasse  was  not,  if  one  did  rightly  deeme: 

But,  Deing  faire  and  brickie,  likest  glasse  did  seeme 
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"  But  it  in  shape  and  beantie  did  ezcell  4C 

All  other  idoles  which  the  heath'en  adore. 

Faire  pa«^ing  that,  which  by  surpassing  skill 

Phidias  did  make  in  Paphos  isle  of  yore, 

With  which  that  wretched  Greeke,  that  life  forlore, 

Did  fall  in  love :  yet  this  much  fairer  shined, 

But  covered  with  a  slender  veile  afore: 

And  both  her  feete  and  leffs  together  twyned 

Were  with  a  snake,  whose  head  and  tail  were  fast  combyned. 

"  The  cause  why  she  was  covered  with  a  vele  41 

Was  hard  to  know,  for  that  her  priests  the  same 

From  peoi)les  knowledge  labonr'd  to  concele :     • 

But  sooth  it  was  not  sure  for  womanish  shame. 

Nor  any  blemish,  which  the  worke  mote  blame; 

But  for  (they  say)  she  hath  both  kinds  in  one, 

Both  male  and  female,  both  under  one  name : 

She  syre  and  mother  is  herselfe  alone, 

Begets  and  eke  conceives,  ne  needeth  other  none. 

"  And  all  about  her  necke  and  shoulders  flew  43 

A  flocke  of  little  loves,  and  sports,  and  ioyes. 

With  nimble  wings  of  gold  and  purple  hew ; 

Whose  shapes  seem'd  not  like  to  terrestriall  boyes. 

But  like  to  angels  playing  heavenly  toyes ; 

The  whilest  their  eldest  brother  was  away, 

Cupid  their  eldest  brother:  he  enioyes 

The  wide  kingdome  of  love  with  lordly  sway. 

And  to  his  law  compels  all  creatures  to  obay. 

"  And  all  about  her  altar  scattered  lay  43 

Great  sorts  of  lovers  piteously  complayning. 

Some  of  their  losse.  some  of  their  loves  delay, 

Some  of  their  nride,  some  paragons  disdaining. 

Some  fearing  fraud,  some  fraudulently  fayning. 

As  every  one  had  cause  of  good  or  ill. 

Amongst  the  rest  some  one,  through  Loves  oonstrayning 

Tormented  sore,  could  not  conteine  it  still. 

But  thus  brake  forth,  that  all  the  temple  it  did  fill ; 

"  *  Great  Venus !  queene  of  beautie  and  of  grace,  41 

The  ioy  of  gods  and  men,  that  under  skie 

Doest  fayrest  shine,  and  most  adome  thy  place ; 

That  with  thy  smyliug  looke  doest  pacifie 

The  raging  seas,  and  makst  the  stormes  to  flie ; 

Thee,  goddesse,  thee  the  winds,  the  clouds  doe  feare; 

And,  when  thou  spredst  thy  mantle  forth  on  hie. 

The  waters  play,  and  pleasant  lands  appeare, 

And  heavens  laugh,  and  al  the  world  uews  ioyoui  dieare.      i 
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'' '  Then  dotli  the  dsedale  earth  throw  forth  to  thee  45 

Out  of  her  fruitfoU  lap  aboundant  flowres ; 

And  then  all  living  wights,  soone  as  they  see 

The  spring  breake  forth  out  of  his  lusty  bowres, 

They  all  doe  leame  to  play  the  paramours: 

Pirst  doe  the  meny  birds,  thy  prety  pages. 

Privily  pricked  with  thy  lustfuU  powres, 

Chirpe  loud  to  thee  out  of  their  leavv  cages, 

And  thee  their  mother  call  to  coole  meirldndly  rages. 

" '  Then  doe  the  salvage  beasts  begin  to  play  46 

Their  pleasant  friskes,  and  loath  their  wonted  food; 

The  lyons  rore ;  the  tygers  loudly  bray ; 

The  raging  buls  rebellow  through  the  wood, 

And  breaking  forth  dare  tempt  the  deepest  flood 

To  come  where  thou  doest  draw  them  with  desires 

So  all  thing[s  else,  that  nourish  vitall  blood, 

Soone  as  with  fury  thou  doest  them  inspire, 

In  generation  seeke  to  quench  their  inward  fire. 

"'  So  all  the  world  by  thee  at  first  was  made,  47 

And  dayly  yet  thou  doest  the  same  repayre : 

Ke  ought  on  earth  that  merry  is  and  glad, 

Ne  ought  on  earth  that  lovely  is  and  fayre, 

But  thou  the  same  for  pleasure  didst  prepajrre: 

Thou  art  the  root  of  all  that  ioyous  is : 

Great  god  of  men  and  women,  queene  of  th*  ayro. 

Mother  of  laughter,  and  wel-spnng  of  blisse, 

0  graunt  that  of  my  love  at  last  I  may  not  misse  I' 

*'  So  did  he  say:  but  I  with  murmure  soft,  43 

That  nouQ  mi^ht  heare  the  sorrow  of  my  hart. 

Yet  inly  groning  deepe  and  sighing  oH;, 

Besought  her  to  graunt  ease  unio  my  smart. 

And  to  my  wound  her  gratious  help  impart. 

Whilest  thus  I  spake,  behold !  with  happy  eye 

1  spyde  where  at  the  idoles  feet  apart 
A  bevie  of  fayre  damzels  close  did  lye, 

Wayting  whenas  the  antheme  should  be  sung  on  bye* 

'*  The  first  of  them  did  seeme  of  ryx>er  yeares  49 

And  graver  countenance  then  all  the  rest : 

Yet  all  the  rest  were  eke  her  equall  peares. 

Yet  unto  her  obayed  all  the  best : 

Her  name  was  Womanhood ;  that  she  exprest 

By  her  sad  semblant  and  demeanure  wyse; 

For  stedfast  still  her  eyes  did  fixed  rest, 

Ne  rov'd  at  randon,  after  gazers  guyse. 

Whose  luring  baytes  ofVimes  doe  heedlesse  harts  entyse. 

LL 
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"  And  next  to  lier  sate  goodly  Shftmefastnesaey  GO 

Ne  ever  durst  her  eyes  from  ground  upreare, 
Ne  ever  once  did  looke  up  from  her  desse. 
As  if  some  blame  of  eviU  she  did  feare. 
That  in  her  cheekes  made  roses  oft  appeare : 
And  her  against  sweet  Cheerfulnesse  was  placed, 
Whose  eyes,  like  twinkling  stars  in  evening  cleare. 
Were  deckt  with  smyles  that  all  sad  humors  chaoed. 
And  darted  forth  delights  the  which  her  goodly  graced. 

'And  next  to  her  sate  sober  Modestie,  51 

Holding  her  hand  upon  her  gentle  hart; 
And  her  against  sate  comely  Curtesie, 
That  unto  every  person  knew  her  part; 
And  her  before  was  seated  overthwart 
Soft  Silence,  and  submisse  Obedience, 
Both  linckt  tojjether  never  to  dispart ; 
Both  gifls  of  God  not  gotten  but  from  thence ; 
Both  girlonds  of  his  samts  against  their  foes  offence. 

'*  Thus  sate  they  all  around  in  seemely  rate:  53 

And  in  the  midst  of  them  a  goodly  mayd 

(Even  in  the  lap  of  womanhood)  there  sate. 

The  which  was  all  in  lilly  white  ara^yd, 

With  silver  streames  amongst  the  hnnen  strayd; 

Like  to  the  Mome,  when  first  her  sbyninff  face 

Hath  to  the  gloomy  world  itself  bewray  a : 

That  same  was  fayrest  Araoret  in  place, 

Shyning  with  beauties  light  and  heavenly  vertues  grace. 

"  Whome  soone  as  I  beheld,  my  hart  gan  throb  53 

And  wade  in  doubt  what  best  were  to  be  donnei 

For  sacrilege  me  seem'd  the  church  to  rob ; 

And  folly  seem'd  to  leave  the  thing  undonne. 

With  which  so  strong  attempt  I  had  begonne. 

Tho,  shaking  off  all  doubt  and  shamefast  feare^ 

Which  ladies  love  I  heard  had  never  wonne 

Monffst  men  of  worth,  I  to  her  stepped  neare. 

And  oy  the  lilly  hand  her  labour'd  up  to  reare. 

"  Thereat  that  formost  matrone  nie  did  blame,  64 

And  sharpe  rebuke  for  being  over-bold; 

Saying  it  was  to  knight  unseemely  shame, 

Upon  a  r^luse  virgin  to  lay  hold. 

That  unto  Venus  services  was  sold. 

To  whom  I  thus ;  Nay,  but  it  fitteth  best 

For  Cupids  man  with  Venus  mayd  to  hold; 

For  ill  your  goddesse  services  are  drest 

By  TirgmSy  and  her  aacri&oea  let  to  rett. 
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"  Witih  tbat  my  shield  I  forth  to  her  did  show,  65 

Which  all  that  while  I  closely  had  conceld; 

On  which  when  Cupid  with  his  killinff  bow 

And  cruell  shafts  emblazoDd  she  beheld, 

At  sight  thereof  she  was  with  terror  queld. 

And  said  no  more :  but  I,  which  all  that  while 

The  pledge  of  faith  her  hand  engaged  held, 

?jike  warie  hynd  within  the  weedie  soyle,) 
or  no  intreatie  would  forgoe  so  glorious  spoyle. 

"  And  evermore  upon  the  goddesse  face  66 

Mine  eye  was  fixt,  for  feare  of  her  offence; 

Whom  when  I  saw  with  amiable  grace 

To  laugh  on  me,  and  favour  my  pretence, 

I  was  emboldned  with  more  confidence ; 

And,  nought  for  nicenesse  no  for  envy  sparing. 

In  presence  of  them  all  forth  led  her  thence, 

All  looking  on,  and  like  astonisht  staring. 

Yet  to  lay  nand  on  her  not  one  of  all  them  daring. 

*^  She  often  ^rayd,  and  often  me  besought,  67 

Sometime  with  tender  teares  to  let  her  goe. 

Sometime  with  witching  smyles :  but  yet,  for  nought 

That  ever  she  to  me  could  say  or  doe. 

Could  she  her  wished  freedome  fro  me  wooe ; 

But  forth  I  led  her  through  the  temple  gate. 

By  which  I  hardlv  past  with  much  adoe : 

But  that  same  ladie,  which  me  friended  late 

In  entrance,  did  me  abo  friend  in  my  retreate. 

"  No  lesse  did  Daimger  threaten  me  with  dread,  68 

Whenas  he  saw  me,  maugre  all  his  powre. 

That  glorious  spoyle  of  Beautie  with  me  lead. 

Then  Cerberus,  when  Orpheus  did  recoure 

His  leman  from  the  Stvgian  princes  boure. 

But  evermore  my  shield  did  me  defend 

Against  the  storme  of  every  dreadfuU  stoure : 

Thus  safely  with  my  love  1  thence  did  wend." 

So  ended  he  is  tale;  where  I  this  canto  end. 
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CANTO  XI. 

Marlnells  former  wotiiid  is  heald; 

He  comes  to  Proteus  hall. 
Where  Thiunes  doth  the  Medwaj  wedd. 

And  feasts  th«  lea-gods  all. 

But  ah !  for  pittie  that  I  haye  thns  long 

Left  a  fayre  ladie  languisliiDg  in  pajmeT 

Now  well  away !  that  I  have  doen  such  wrong, 

To  let  faire  Florimell  in  bands  remayne, 

In  bands  of  lore,  and  in  sad  thraldomes  chayne ; 

From  which  nnlesse  some  heavenly  power  her  fjree 

Bv  miracle,  not  yet  appearing  playne, 

She  lenger  yet  is  like  captfv*d  to  bee ; 

That  even  to  thinke  thereof  it  inly  pitties  mee. 

Here  neede  you  to  remember,  how  erewhile 
Unlovely  Proteus,  missing  to  his  mind 
That  virgins  love  to  win  by  wit  or  wile, 
Her  threw  into  a  dongeon  deepe  and  blind, 
And  there  in  chaynes  her  cruelly  bid  bind. 
In  hope  therebjr  her  to  his  bent  to  draw : 
For,  whenas  neither  gifts  nor  graces  kind 
Her  constant  mind  could  move  at  all  he  saw, 
He  thought  her  to  compell  by  crueltie  and  awe. 

Deepe  in  the  bottome  of  an  huge  groat  rocke 
The  dongeon  was,  in  which  her  bound  he  left, 
That  neither  yron  barres,  nor  brasen  locke, 
Did  neede  to  gard  from  force  or  secret  theft 
Of  all  her  lovers  which  would  her  have  reft : 
For  wall'd  it  was  with  waves,  which  rag'd  and  ror'd 
As  they  the  cliffe  in  peeces  would  have  cleft ; 
Besides,  ten  thousand  monsters  foule  abhor'd 
Did  waite  about  it,  gaping  griesly,  all  begor'd. 

And  in  the  midst  thereof  did  Horror  dwell. 

And  Darknesse  dredd  that  never  viewed  day, 

Like  to  the  balefull  house  of  lowest  hell. 

In  which  old  Stvx  her  aped  bones  alway 

(Old  Stvx  the  grandame  of  the  gods)  doth  lay. 

There  did  this  lucklesse  mayd  seven  months  abide, 

Ne  ever  evening  saw,  ne  mornings  ray, 

Ne  ever  from  the  day  the  night  aepcnde, 

But  thought  it  all  one  nighty  that  did  no  houiea  diviae. 
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And  all  this  was  for  love  of  Marinell,  5 

Who  her  despysd  (ah !  who  would  her  despjrse !) 

And  wemens  love  aid  from  his  hart  expell. 

And  all  those  io^es  that  weake  mankind  entyse. 

Nathlesse  his  pride  full  dearely  he  did  pryse ; 

For  of  a  womans  hand  it  was  y  wroke, 

That  of  the  wound  he  yet  in  languor  lyes, 

Ne  can  be  cured  of  that  cruell  stroke 

Which  Britomart  him  gave,  when  he  did  her  provoke. 

Yet  farre  and  neare  the  n^ph  his  mother  sought,  6 

And  many  salves  did  to  his  sore  applie, 

And  many  herbes  did  use :  but  whenas  nought 

She  saw  could  ease  his  rankling  maladie ; 

At  last  to  Tryphon  she  for  helpe  did  hie, 

(This  Tryphon  is  the  sea-gods  surgeon  hight,) 

Whom  she  besought  to  find  some  remedie : 

And  for  his  paines  a  whistle  him  behight, 

That  of  a  fishes  shell  was  wrought  witn  rare  delight. 

So  weU  that  leach  did  hearke  to  her  request,  7 

And  did  so  well  employ  his  carefull  paine, 

That  in  short  space  his  hurts  he  hadredrest. 

And  him  restor'd  to  healthfuU  state  a^aine : 

In  which  he  long  time  after  did  remaine 

There  with  the  nymph  his  mother,  like  her  thrall ; 

"Who  sore  against  his  will  did  •him  retaine. 

For  feare  of  perill  which  to  him  mote  fall 

Through  his  too  ventrous  prowesse  proved  over  all. 

It  fortun'd  then,  a  solemn  feast  was  there  8 

To  all  the  sea-gods  and  their  fruitfull  seede. 

In  honour  of  the  spousalls  which  then  were 

Betwixt  the  Medway  and  the  Thames  agreed. 

Long  had  the  Thames  (as  we  in  records  reed) 

Before  that  day  her  wooed  to  his  bed ; 

But  the  proud  nymph  would  for  no  worldly  meod. 

Nor  no  entreatie,  to  his  love  be  led ; 

Till  now  at  last  relenting  she  to  him  was  wed« 

So  both  agreed  that  this  their  bridale  feast  9 

Should  for  the  gods  in  Proteus  house  be  made ; 

To  which  they  all  repayr*d,  both  most  and  least. 

As  well  which  in  the  nughtie  ocean  trade. 

As  that  in  rivers  swim,  or  brookes  doe  wade: 

All  which,  not  if  an  hundred  tongues  to  tell. 

And  hundred  mouthes,  and  voice  of  brasse  I  had. 

And  endlesse  memorie  that  mote  excell. 

In  order  as  they  came  could  I  recoimt  them  welL 
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Helpe  therefore,  O  thou  sacred  impe  of  lore,  10 

The  noursliDg  of  dame  Memorie  his  deare. 

To  whom  those  rolles,  layd  up  in  heaven  above, 

And  records  of  antiquitie  appeare, 

To  which  no  wit  of  man  may  comen  neare ; 

Helpe  me  to  tell  the  names  of  all  those  floods 

And  all  those  nymphes,  which  then  assembled  were 

To  that  great  banquet  of  the  watry  gods, 

And  all  their  sundry  kinds,  and  all  their  hid  abodes. 

First  came  great  Neptune,  with  his  three-forkt  mace,       11 

That  rules  the  seas  and  makes  them  rise  or  fdJ, 

His  dewy  lockes  did  drop  with  brine  apace 

Under  his  diademe  imperiaU : 

And  by  his  side  his  queene  with  coronall, 

Faire  Amphitrite,  most  divinely  faire. 

Whose  yvorie  shoulders  weren  covered  all, 

As  with  a  robe,  with  her  owne  silver  haire,  [paire. 

And  deckt  with  pearles  which  th'  Indian  seas  for  her  pre- 

These  marched  farre  afore  the  other  crew :  13 

And  all  the  way  before  them,  as  they  went, 

Triton  his  trompet  shrill  before  them  blew, 

For  goodly  triumph  and  great  iollvment. 

That  made  the  rocKes  to  roare  as  they  were  rent. 

And  after  them  the  royall  issue  came. 

Which  of  them  sprung  by  liuleall  descent : 

First  the  sea-gods,  which  to  themselves  doe  dame 

The  powre  to  rule  the  billowes,  and  the  waves  to  tame : 

Phorcys,  the  father  of  that  fatall  brood,  13 

By  whom  those  old  heroes  wonne  such  fame; 

And  Glaucus,  that  wise  southsayes  understood; 

And  tragicke  Inoes  sonne,  the  which  became 

A  god  of  seas  through  his  mad  mothers  blame, 

Kow  hight  Palemon,  and  is  saylers  frend ; 

Great  Brontes ;  and  Astneus,  that  did  shame 

Himselfe  with  incest  of  his  kin  unkend: 

And  huge  Orion,  that  doth  tempests  still  portend; 

The  rich  Cteatus ;  and  Eurytus  long ;  14 

Neleus  and  Pelias,  lovely  brethren  both ; 

Mightie  Chrysaor ;  and  Caicus  strong ; 

Eurypulus,  that  calmes  the  waters  wroth ; 

And  faire  Euphoemus,  that  upon  them  go*th. 

As  on  the  ground,  without  dismay  or  dread; 

Fierce  Eryx :  and  Alebius,  that  tnow'th 

The  waters  depth,  and  doth  their  bottome  tread  | 

And  sad  ABopus,  comely  with  his  hoarie  head. 
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There  also  Bome  most  femous  foanders  were  15 

Of  puissant  nations,  which  the  world  possest. 

Yet  sonnes  of  Neptune,  now  assembled  here: 

Ancient  Ogyges,  even  th'  auncientest; 

And  Inachus  renowmd  above  the  rest; 

PhoBnix;  and  Aon;  and  Pelasgus  old; 

Great  Belos ;  Phodaz ;  and  Aj^enor  best ; 

And  mightie  Albion,  father  of  the  bold 

And  warlike  people  which  the  Britaine  Islands  hold : 

For  Albion  the  sonne  of  Neptane  was ;  16 

Who,  for  the  pjroofe  of  his  great  puissance, 

Out  of  his  Albion  did  on  dry-foot  pas 

Into  old  (Jail,  that  now  is  cleeped  France, 

To  fight  with  Hercules,  that  did  advance 

To  vanquish  all  the  world  with  matchlesse  mighte; 

And  there  his  mortall  part  b^  great  mischance 

Was  slaine ;  but  that  which  is  th'  immortall  spright 

lives  still,  and  to  this  feast  with  Neptunes  seed  was  dight. 

But  what  do  I  their  names  seeke  to  reherse,  17 

Which  all  the  world  have  with  their  issue  fildP 

How  can  they  all  in  this  so  narrow  verse 

Contayned  be,  and  in  small  compasse  hildP 

Let  them  record  them  that  are  better  sldld, 

And  know  the  moniments  of  passed  ac^e: 

Onely  what  needeth  shall  be  here  fulfild, 

T*  ezpresse  some  part  of  that  great  equipage 

Which  from  great  Neptune  do  derive  their  parentage. 

Next  came  the  aged  Ocean  and  his  dame  18 

Old  Tethys,  th'  oldest  two  of  all  the  rest; 

For  all  ihe  rest  of  those  two  parents  came. 

Which  afterward  both  sea  and  land  possest ; 

Of  all  which  Nereus,  th'  eldest  and  tne  best. 

Did  first  proceed^  then  which  none  more  upright, 

Ne  more  sincere  m  word  and  deed  profest; 

Most  voide  of  guile,  most  free  from  fowle  despight, 

Doing  himselfe  and  teaching  others  to  doe  right: 

Thereto  he  was  expert  in  nropheoies,  19 

And  could  the  ledden  of  the  gods  unfold ; 

Through  which,  when  Paris  brought  his  famous  prise. 

The  faire  Tindarid  lasse,  he  him  foretold 

That  her  all  Greece  with  many  a  champion  bold 

Should  fetch  againe,  and  finally  destroy 

Proud  Priams  towne :  so  wise  is  Nereus  old. 

And  so  well  skild;  nathlesse  he  takes  great  ioy 

Ofi-timet  amongst  the  wanton  nymphs  to  sport  and  toj. 
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And  after  him  the  famous  rivers  came,  2D 

Which  doe  the  earth  enrich  and  beautifie : 

The  fertile  Nile,  which  creatures  new  doth  frame; 

Long  Rhodanus,  whose  Bourse  springs  from  the  skie; 

Faire  Ister,  flowing  from  the  mountaines  hie; 

Divine  Seaman  der,  purpled  yet  with  blood 

Of  Greeks  and  Troians,  which  therein  did  die; 

Pactolus  ^listring  with  his  golden  flood ; 

And  I^gns  fierce,  whose  streames  of  none  may  be  wiUistood ; 

Great  Ganges;  and  inmiortall  Etiphrates;  21 

I)eepe  Indus;  and  Mseander  intricate; 

Slow  Peneus;  and  tempestuous  Phasides; 

Swift  Shene;  and  Alpheus  still  immaculate; 

Ooraxes,  feared  for  great  Cyrus  fate; 

Tybris,  renowmed  for  the  fiomaines  fame; 

Each  Oranochy,  though  but  knowen  late; 

And  that  huge  river,  which  doth  beare  his  name 

Of  warlike  Amazons  which  doe  possesse  ^e  same. 

loy  on  those  warlike  women,  which  bo  long  23 

Can  from  all  men  so  rich  a  kin^dome  hold ! 

And  shame  on  you,  O  men,  which  boast  your  strong 

And  valiant  hearts,  in  thoughts  lesse  hard  and  bol(C 

Yet  quaile  in  conquest  of  that  land  of  gold ! 

But  this  to  you,  O  Britons  most  pertaines. 

To  whom  the  right  hereof  itaelfenath  sold; 

The  which,  for  sparing  litle  cost  or  paines, 

Loose  so  immortall  glory,  and  bo  endlesse  gaines. 

Then  was  there  heard  a  most  celestiall  sound  23 

Of  damty  musicke,  which  did  next  ensew 

Before  tne  spouse :  that  was  Arion  crownd ; 

Who,  playing  on  his  harpe,  unto  him  drew 

The  eares  and  hearts  of  all  that  goodly  crew; 

That  even  yet  the  dolphin,  which  him  bore 

Through  the  ^Eg^an  seas  from  pirates  vew, 

Stood  still  by  him  astonisht  at  his  lore. 

And  all  the  raging  seas  for  ioy  forgot  to  rore. 

So  went  he  playing  on  the  watenr  plaine :  24 

Soone  after  whom  the  lovely  bridegroome  came, 

The  noble  Thames,  with  all  his  goodly  traine. 

But  him  before  there  went,  as  best  became. 

His  auncient  parents,  namely  th'auncient  Thame; 

But  much  more  aged  was  his  wife  then  he. 

The  Ouze,  whom  men  doe  Isis  rightly  name ; 

Full  weake  and  crooked  creature  seemed  shee, 

And  almost  blind  through  eld,  that  scarce  her  way  oonld  see. 
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Therefore  on  either  side  she  was  sustained  25 

Of  two  smal  grooms,  which  by  their  names  were  hight 

The  Chnme  and  Charwell,  two  small  streames,  which  pained 

Themselves  her  footmg  to  direct  aright, 

Which  fayled  oft  through  faint  and  feeble  plight : 

But  Thame  was  stronger,  and  of  better  stay ; 

Yet  seem'd  full  aged  by  his  outward  sight, 

With  head  aU  hoary,  and  his  beard  all  gray, 

Deawed  with  silver  drops  that  trickled  downe  alway : 

And  eke  he  somewhat  seem'd  to  stoupe  afore  26 

With  bowed  backe,  by  reason  of  the  lode 

And  auncient  heavy  burden  which  he  bore 

Of  that  faire  city,  wherein  make  abode 

So  many  learned  impes,  that  shoote  abrode, 

And  with  their  braunches  spred  all  Britany, 

No  lease  then  do  her  elder  sisters  broode. 

lov  to  you  both,  ve  double  noursenr 

Of  arts !  but,  Oxford,  thine  do^  Thame  most  glorify. 

But  he  their  sonne  full  fresh  and  ioUy  was,  27 

All  decked  in  a  robe  of  watehet  hew, 

On  which  the  waves,  glittering  like  christall  glas. 

So  cunningly  en  woven  were,  that  few 

Could  weenen  whether  they  were  false  or  trew: 

And  on  his  head  like  to  a  coronet 

He  wore,  that  seemed  strange  to  common  vew. 

In  which  were  many  towres  and  castels  set. 

That  it  encompast  round  as  with  a  golden  firet 

Like  as  the  mother  of  the  gods,  they  say,  28 

In  her  great  iron  charet  wonts  to  ride, 

When  to  loves  pallace  she  doth  take  her  way, 

Old  C^bel^,  arayd  with  pompous  pride. 

Wearing  a  diademe  embattild  wide 

With  hundred  turrets,  like  a  turribant. 

With  such  an  one  was  Thamis  beautifide; 

That  was  to  weet  the  famous  Troynovant. 

In  which  her  kingdomes  throne  is  chiefly  resiant. 

And  round  about  him  many  a  pretty  page  23 

Attended  duely,  ready  to  obay; 

All  little  rivers  which  owe  vassaUage 

To  himr  as  to  their  lord,  and  tribute  pay: 

The  chatdky  Eenet;  and  the  Thetis  grav^; 

The  morish  Cole ;  and  the  soft-sliding  Breane ; 

The  wanton  Lee,  that  oft  doth  loose  his  way; 

And  the  still  Darent,  in  whose  waters  cleane 

Ten  thousand  Qshea  play  and  decke  his  pleasant  streame. 
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Then  came  his  nei^bonr  flouds  which  nig^h  him  dwell,       90 

And  water  all  the  English  soilethrouurhout ; 

Th^  all  on  him  this  day  attended  well, 

Ana  with  meet  service  waited  him  about ; 

Ne  none  disdained  low  to  him  to  lout : 

No  not  the  stately  Seveme  grudged  at  all, 

Ne  storming  Humber,  though  he  looked  stout ; 

But  both  him  honor'd  as  their  principaJl, 

And  let  their  swelling  waters  low  betore  him  falL 

There  was  the  speedy  Tamar,  which  diyides  81 

The  Cornish  and  the  Devonish  confines; 

Through  both  whose  borders  swiftly  downe  it  glides. 

And,  meeting  Plira,  to  Plimmouth  thence  dechnes ; 

And  Dart,  nigh  chockt  with  sands  of  tinny  mines : 

But  Avon  marched  in  more  stately  path. 

Proud  of  his  adamants  with  which  he  shines 

And  glisters  wide,  as  als  of  wondrous  Bath, 

And  Bristow  faire,  which  on  his  waves  he  builded  hath. 

And  there  came  Stoure  with  terrible  aspect,  88 

Bearing  his  sixe  deformed  heads  on  hye, 

That  doth  his  course  through  Blandford  plains  direct. 

And  washeth  Winbome  meades  in  season  drye. 

Next  him  went  Wylibourne  with  passage  slye, 

That  of  his  wrlinesse  his  name  doth  take. 

And  of  himselfe  doth  name  the  shire  thereby : 

And  Mole,  that  like  a  nousling  mole  doth  make 

His  way  still  under  ground  till  Thames  he  overtake. 

Then  came  the  Bother,  decked  aU  with  woods  83 

Like  a  wood-god,  and  flowing  fast  to  Bhy; 

And  Sture,  that  parteth  with  his  pleasant  floods 

The  easteme  Saxons  from  the  southeme  ny, 

And  Clare  and  Harwitch  both  doth  beautify: 

Him  foDow'd  Yar,  soft  washing  Norwitch  wall, 

And  with  him  brought  a  present  ioyfully 

Of  his  owne  fish  unto  their  festival!. 

Whose  like  none  else  could  shew,  the  which  they  mffins  oalL 

Kext  these  the  plenteous  Ouse  came  far  from  land,  3  4 

By  many  a  <pty  and  by  many  a  towne. 

And  many  nvers  taken  under-hand 

Into  his  waters,  as  he  passeth  downe, 

(The  Cle.  the  Were,  the  Guant,  the  Sture,  the  Bowne,) 

Thence  aoth  by  Huntingdon  and  Cambridge  flit, 

My  mother  Cambridge,  whom  as  with  a  crowne 

He  doth  adome,  and  is  adom*d  of  it 

With  many  a  gentle  muse  and  many  a  learned  wit. 
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And  after  him  the  fatall  Welland  went,  35 

That  if  old  sawes  prove  true  (which  God  forbid!) 

Shall  drowne  all  Holland  wiUi  his  excrement. 

And  shall  see  Stamford,  though  now  homely  hid» 

Then  shine  in  learning^  more  Uian  ever  did 

Cambridge  or  Oxford,  Englands  goodly  beames. 

And  next  to  him  the  Nene  downe  softly  slid ; 

And  bounteous  Trent,  that  in  himselfe  enseames 

Both  thirty  sorts  of  fish  and  tturty  sundry  streames. 

Next  these  came  l^e,  along  whose  stony  banoke  30 

That  Bomaine  monarch  built  a  brasen  wall. 

Which  mote  the  feebled  Britons  strongly  flanoke 

Against  the  Picts  that  swarmed  oyer  all. 

Which  yet  thereof  Gualsever  they  doe  call : 

And  Twede,  the  limit  betwixt  Logris  land 

And  Albany:  and  Eden,  though  but  smtdl. 

Yet  often  stainde  with  bloud  of  many  a  band 

Of  Scots  and  English  both,  that  tyned  on  his  strand. 

Then  came  those  sixe  sad  brethren,  like  forlome,  3V 

That  whilome  were,  as  antique  fathers  teU, 

Sixe  valiant  knights  of  one  faire  nymphe  vbome. 

Which  did  in  noole  deedes  of  armes  excel!, 

And  wonned  there  where  now  Yorke  people  dwell: 

Still  Ure,  swift  Werfe,  and  Oze  the  most  of  might. 

High  Swale,  unauiet  Nide,  and  troublous  SkeU; 

All  whom  a  Scythian  kin^,  that  Humber  hight, 

Slew  cruelly,  and  in  the  nver  drowned  quite : 

But  past  not  long,  ere  Brutus  warlicke  sonne  33 

Locrmus  them  aveng'd,  and  the  same  date, 

Which  the  proud  Humber  unto  them  had  donne, 

3y  equall  dome  repayd  on  his  owne  pate : 

For  in  the  selfe  same  river,  where  he  late 

Had  drenched  them,  he  drowned  him  againe; 

And  nam'd  the  river  of  his  wretched  fate; 

Whose  bad  condition  yet  it  doth  retaine. 

Oft  tossed  with  his  stormes  which  therein  still  remaine. 

These  after  came  the  stony  shallow  Lone,  39 

That  to  old  Loncaster  his  name  doth  lend ; 

And  following  Dee,  which  Britons  long  ygone 

Did  call  divine,  that  doth  by  Chester  tend ; 

And  Conway,  which  out  of  bis  streame  doth  send 

Plenty  of  pearles  to  decke  his  dames  withall ; 

And  Lindus,  that  his  pikes  doth  most  commend. 

Of  which  the  auncient  Lincolne  men  doe  call : 

All  these  together  marched  toward  Proteus  halL 
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Ne  tlience  the  Irishe  liyen  absent  were :  40 

Sith  no  lease  famous  then  the  rest  they  bee. 

And  iovne  in  neighbourhood  of  kingdome  nere» 

Why  should  they  not  likewise  in  love  agree, 

And  ioy  likewise  this  solemne  day  to  see? 

They  saw  it  all,  and  present  were  in  place : 

Though  I  them  all,  accordino:  their  degree, 

Cannot  recount,  nor  tell  their  hidden  race, 

Now  read  the  salvage  countnes  thorough  which  th^  pace. 

There  was  the  Lifify  rolling  downe  the  lea;  41 

The  Sandy  Slane ;  the  stony  Aubrion ; 

The  spacious  Shenan  spreading  like  a  sea; 

The  pleasant  Boyne ;  the  fishy  fruitMl  Ban; 

Swift  Awniduff,  which  of  the  English  man 

Is  cal'de  Blacke- water ;  and  the  Liffar  deep ; 

Sad  Trowis,  that  once  his  people  over-ran ; 

Strong  Alio  tombling  from  Slewlogher  steep ; 

And  Molla  mine,  whose  waves  I  whilom  taught  to  weep. 

And  there  the  three  renowmed  brethren  were,  42 

Which  that  great  grant  Blomius  begot 

Of  the  faire  nimph  Kheiisa  wandring  there : 

One  day,  as  she  to  shunne  the  season  whot 

Under  Slewboome  in  shady  grove  was  got,^ 

This  gyant  found  her  and  oy  force  deflo^T'd ; 

Whereof  conceiving,  she  in  time  forth  brought 

These  three  faire  sons,  which  thenceforth  powrd 

In  three  great  rivers  ran,  and  many  oountreis  scowrd. 

The  first  the  gentle  Shnre  that,  making  way  43 

By  sweet  Clonmell,  adomes  rich  Waterford ; 

The  next,  the  stubbome  Newre,  whose  waters  gray 

By  fair  Kilkenny  and  Eosseponte  boord ; 

The  third,  the  goodly  Barow,  which  doth  hoor 

Great  heaps  of  salmons  in  his  deepe  bo8<Sme : 

All  which,  long  sundred,  doe  at  last  accord 

To  ioyne  in  one,  ere  to  the  sea  they  come ; 

So,  flowing  all  from  one,  all  one  at  last  become. 

There  also  was  the  wide  embayed  Mayre ;  44 

The  pleasaunt  Bandon  crownd  with  many  a  wood ; 

The  spreading  Lee  that,  like  an  island  fayre, 

Encloseth  Corke  with  his  divided  flood ; 

And  balefuU  Oure  late  staind  with  English  blood: 

With  many  more  whose  names  no  tongue  can  telL 

All  which  that  day  in  order  seemly  good 

Did  on  the  Thames  attend,  and  waited  well 

To  doe  their  dueful  service,  as  to  them  befelL 
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Then  came  the  bride,  the  loyely  Medoa  came,  45 

Glad  in  a  vestare  of  nnknowen  geare 

And  uncouth  fashion,  jet  her  well  became. 

That  seem'd  like  silver  sprinckled  here  and  theare 

With  glittering  spangs  that  did  like  starres  appeare, 

And  war'd  upon,  like  water  charaelot. 

To  hide  the  metall,  which  yet  every  where 

Bewrayed  itselfe,  to  let  men  plainely  wot 

It  was  no  mortaU  worke,  that  seem'd  and  yet  was  not. 

Her  goodly  lockes  adowne  her  backe  did  flow  43 

Unto  her  waste,  with  flowres  beacattered. 

The  which  ambrosiall  odours  forth  did  throw 

To  all  about,  and  all  her  shoulders  spred 

As  a  new  spring ;  and  likewise  on  her  hed 

A  chapelet  of  sundry  flowers  she  wore. 

From  under  which  the  deawy'  humour  shed 

Did  tricle  downe  her  haire,  fike  to  the  hore 

Congealed  litle  drops  which  doe  the  mome  adore. 

On  her  two  pretty  handmaides  did  attend,  47 

One  cald  the  Theise,  the  other  called  the  Crane; 

Which  on  her  waited  things  amisse  to  mend, 

And  both  behind  upheld  her  spredding  traine; 

Under  the  which  her  feet  appeared  plaine, 

Her  silver  feet,  faire  washt  against  this  day; 

And  her  before  there  paced  pas:es  twaine, 

Both  clad  in  colours  like  and  like  array. 

The  Doune  and  eke  the  Frith,  both  which  prepared  her  way. 

And  after  these  the  sea-nymphs  marched  all,  43 

All  goodly  damzels,  deckt  with  long  greene  haire, 

Whom  01  their  sire  Nereides  men  call, 

All  which  the  Oceans  daughter  to  him  bare. 

The  gray-eyede  Doris ;  all  which  fifty  are ; 

All  which  she  there  on  her  attending  had : 

Swift  I^to ;  milde  Eucratfe ;  Thetis  faire ; 

Soft  Spio ;  sweete  Endor^ ;  Sao  sad ; 

light  Doto;  wanton  Glauc^ ;  and  G^en^  glad; 

White-hand  Eunica:  proud  Dynamen^;  49 

loyous  Thalia;  goodly  Amphi trite ; 

Lovely  Pasithee ;  kinde  Eulimene ; 

Li^ht-foote  Cymothoe ;  and  sweete  Melit^ ; 

Fairest  Pherusa ;  Phao  liHv  white ; 

Wondred  Agav^ ;  Poris ;  and  Nesaea ; 

With  Erato  that  doth  in  love  delite ; 

And^anopse ;  and  wise  Protomedsea, 

And  snowy-neckd  Doris;  and  milke-white  Galathsa; 
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Speedy  Hipppihoe ;  and  chaste  Actea;  CO 

I^irge  Lisianassa ;  and  Pronsea  sage ; 

Euagor^ ;  and  li^ht  Pontoporea; 

j^nd,  die  that  with  her  least  word  can  asswage 

The  surging  seas  when  they  do  sorest  rage, 

Cymodoc^ ;  and  stout  Autonoe ; 

^d  Neso ;  and  Eion^  well  in  age ; 

And  seeming  still  to  smile  Glauconom^ ' 

And,  she  that  hight  of  many  heastes,  Pdynomb ; 

Fresh  Alimeda  deckt  with  ffirlond  gieene ;  61 

Hyponeo  with  salt-bedewed  wrests ; 

I^media  like  the  chrystall  sheene ; 

Liagor^  much  praisd  for  wise  behests ; 

And  Psaraath^  for  her  brode  snowy  brests ; 

Cymo ;  Eupomp^ ;  and  Themist^  lUst ; 

And,  Bke  that  vertue  loves  and  vice  detests, 

Euama ;  and  Menipp^  true  in  trust ; 

And  Nemertea  learned  well  to  rule  her  lust. 

All  these  the  daughters  of  old  Nereus  were,  G2 

Which  have  the  sea  in  charge  to  them  assinde, 

To  rule  his  tides,  and  surges  to  uprere, 

To  bring  forth  stormes,  or  fast  them  to  upbinde. 

And  sailers  save  from  wreckes  of  T^Tathfull  winde. 

And  yet  besides,  three  thousand  more  there  were 

Of  th'  Oceans  seede,  but  loves  and  Phoebus  kinde; 

The  which  in  floods  and  fountaincs  doe  appere. 

And  all  manVinde  do  nourish  with  their  waters  dere. 

The  which,  more  eath  it  were  for  mortall  wight  63 

To  sell  the  sands,  or  count  the  starres  on  hye. 

Or  ought  more  hard,  then  thinke  to  reckon  right. 

But  well  I  wote  that  these,  which  I  descry, 

Were  present  at  this  creat  solemnity : 

And  there,  amongst  the  rest,  the  mother  was 

Of  luckelesse  MarineD,  Cymodoc^ ; 

Which,  for  my  muse  herselfe  now  tyred  haA» 

ITnto  an  other  canto  I  will  overpas. 
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CANTO  XIL 

Marin,  for  love  of  Florimell, 

In  languor  wastes  his  life : 
The  nymph,  his  mother,  getteth  her 

And  gives  to  him  for  wife. 

O  WHAT  an  endlesse  worke  have  I  in  hand. 

To  count  the  seas  abundant  progeny, 

Whose  fmitfull  seede  farre  passeth  those  in  land* 

And  also  those  which  wonne  in  th*  azure  sky  I 

For  much  more  eath  to  tell  the  starres  on  hy, 

AJbe  they  endlesse  seeme  in  estimation. 

Then  to  recount  the  seas  posterity: 

So  fertile  be  the  flouds  in  generation, 

So  huge  their  numbers,  and  so  numberlesse  their  nation. 

Therefore  the  antique  wisards  well  invented 

That  Venus  of  the  fomy  sea  was  bred ; 

Eor  that  the  seas  by  her  are  most  augmented. 

Witnesse  th*  exceeding  fry  which  there  are  fed. 

And  wondrous  sholes  which  may  of  none  be  red. 

Then  blame  me  not  if  I  have  err'd  in  count 

Of  gods,  of  n vmphs,  of  rivers,  yet  unred : 

Eor  though  their  numbers  do  much  more  surmount, 

Yet  all  those  same  were  there  which  erst  I  did  recount. 

All  those  were  there,  and  many  other  more, 
Whose  names  and  nations  were  too  long  to  tell, 
That  Proteus  house  they  fild  even  to  the  dore ; 
Yet  were  they  all  in  order,  as  befell. 
According  their  degrees  disposed  welL 
Amongst  the  rest  was  faire  Cymodoc^, 
The  mother  of  unlucky  Marinell, 
Who  thither  with  her  came,  to  leame  and  see 
The  manner  of  the  gods  when  they  at  banquet  be. 

But  for  he  was  halfe  mortal!,  being  bred 
Of  mortal!  sire,  though  of  immort^  wombe, 
He  might  not  with  immortall  food  be  fed, 
Ne  with  th'  etemall  gods  to  bancket  come ; 
But  walkt  abrode.  and  round  about  did  rome 
To  view  the  building  of  that  uncouth  place. 
That  seem'd  unlike  unto  his  earthly  home : 
WhCTe,  as  he  to  and  fro  by  chaunoe  did  trace. 
There  unto  him  betid  a  duBadventroas  case. 
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Under  the  lianging^  of  an  hideous  oliefTe 

He  heard  the  lamentable  voice  of  one, 

That  piteously  complaind  her  careful  grioffe. 

Which  never  she  before  disclosd  to  none, 

Sut  to  herselfe  her  sorrow  did  bemone : 

So  feelinffl^r  her  case  she  did  complaine. 

That  ruth  it  moved  in  the  rocky  stone, 

And  made  it  seeme  to  feele  her  grievous  paine. 

And  oil  to  grone  with  billowes  beating  from  the  maine : 

**  Though  vaine  I  see  my  sorrowes  to  unfold 
And  count  my  cares,  when  none  is  nigh  to  heare; 
Tet,  hoping  griefe  may  lessen  being  told, 
I  will  them  tell  though  unto  no  man  neare : 
For  heaven,  that  unto  all  lends  equall  eare» 
Is  farre  from  hearing  of  my  heavy  plight ; 
And  lowest  heU,  to  which  I  lie  most  neare, 
Cares  not  what  evils  hap  to  wretched  wight; 
And  greedy  seas  doe  in  the  spoile  of  life  delight 

*'  Yet  loe !  the  seas  I  see  by  often  beating 

Doe  pearce  the  rockes ;  and  hardest  marble  weares ; 

But  his  hard  rocky  hart  for  no  entreating 

Will  yeeld,  but,  when  my  piteous  plaints  he  heares, 

Is  hardned  more  with  my  aboundant  teares : 

Yet  though  he  never  list  to  me  relent, 

But  let  me  waste  in  woe  my  wretched  yeares. 

Yet  will  I  never  of  my  love  repent, 

But  ioy  that  for  his  sake  I  suffer  prisonment. 

•'And  when  my  weary  ^host,  with  griefe  outwome. 
By  timely  death  shall  wmne  her  wished  rest, 
Let  then  this  plaint  unto  his  eares  be  borne, 
That  blame  it  is,  to  him  that  armes  profest, 
To  let  her  die  whom  he  might  have  redrest  !** 
There  did  she  pause,  inforced  to  give  place 
Unto  the  passion  that  her  heart  opprest ; 
And,  after  she  had  wept  and  wail'd  a  space. 
She  gan  afresh  thus  to  renew  her  wretched  case : 

"  Ye  gods  of  seas,  if  any  gods  at  all 

Have  care  of  right  or  ruth  of  wretches  wrong, 

By  one  or  other  way  me  woefull  thrall 

Deliver  hence  out  of  this  dungeon  strong, 

In  which  I  daily  dying  am  too  long : 

And  if  ye  deeme  me  death  for  loving  one 

That  loves  not  me.  then  doe  it  not  prolong, 

But  let  me  die  and  end  my  daies  attone. 

And  let  him  live  unlov'd,  or  love  himselfe  alone. 
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^Bnt  if  tiiat  life  ye  unto  me  decree,  10 

Then  let  mee  lire,  as  lovers  ought  to  do. 

And  of  my  lifes  deare  love  beloved  be: 

And,  if  he  should  through  pride  your  doome  undo. 

Do  you  by  duresse  him  compell  thereto, 

And  in  this  prison  put  him  here  with  me ; 

One  prison  fittest  is  to  hold  us  two : 

So  had  I  rather  to  be  thrall  then  free  ^ 

Such  thraldome  or  such  freedome  let  it  surely  be. 

"  But  O  vaine  iudgment,  and  conditions  vaine,  11 

The  which  the  prisoner  points  unto  the  free ! 

The  whiles  I  hun  condemne,  and  deeme  his  paine, 

He  where  he  list  goes  loose,  and  laughes  at  me : 

So  ever  loose,  so  ever  happy  be  I 

But  whereso  loose  or  happy  that  thou  art, 

Know,  MarineU,  that  all  this  is  for  thee !" 

With  that  she  wept  and  wail'd,  as  if  her  hart  [smart 

Would  quite  have  burst  through  great  abundance  of  hu^ 

All  which  complaint  when  MarineU  had  heard,  12 

And  understood  the  cause  of  all  her  care 

To  come  of  him  for  using  her  so  hard ; 

His  stubbome  heart  that  never  felt  nusfare, 

Was  toucht  with  soft  remorse  and  pitty  rare ; 

That  even  for  grief  of  minde  he  oft  did  grone. 

And  inly  wish  that  in  his  powre  it  weare 

Her  to  redreese :  but  since  he  meanes  found  none. 

He  could  no  more  but  her  great  misery  bemone. 

Thus,  whilst  his  stony  heart  with  tender  ruth,  13 

Was  toucht,  and  mighty  coura^  mollifide, 

Pame  Venus  sonne  that  tameth  stubbome  youth 

With  iron  bit,  and  maketh  him  abide 

Till  like  a  victor  on  his  backe  he  ride. 

Into  his  moutii  his  maystring  bridle  threw. 

That  made  him  stoupe,  till  he  did  him  bestride : 

Then  gan  he  make  hmi  tread  his  steps  anew, 

And  leame  to  love  by  learning  lovers  paines  to  rew. 

Kow  gan  he  in  his  grieved  minde  devise,  14 

How  from  that  dungeon  he  might  her  enlarge : 

Some  while  he  thought,  by  faire  and  himible  wise 

To  Proteus  selfe  to  sue  for  her  disdiarge : 

But  then  he  fear*d  his  mothers  former  charge 

Gainst  womens  love,  long  given  him  in  vaine: 

Then  gan  he  thinke,  perforce  with  sword  and  targe 

Her  forth  to  fetch,  and  Proteus  to  constraine : 

Bttt  ioone  he  gan  such  folly  to  forthinke  againe. 
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Then  did  he  cast  to  steale  her  thence  awaj,  15 

And  with  him  beare  where  none  of  her  mig^t  know. 

But  all  in  vaine :  for  why  P  he  found  no  way 

To  enter  in,  or  isaue  forth  below : 

For  all  about  that  rocke  the  sea  did  flow. 

And  though  unto  his  will  she  given  were. 

Yet,  without  ship  or  bote  her  thence  to  row. 

He  wist  not  how  her  thence  away  to  here ; 

And  daunger  well  he  wist  long  to  continue  there. 

At  last,  whenas  no  meanes  he  could  inyent,  16 

Backe  to  himselfe  he  gan  retume  the  blame, 

That  was  the  author  of  her  punishment ; 

And  with  vile  curses  and  reprochfull  shame 

To  damne  himselfe  by  every  evil  name. 

And  deeme  unworthy  or  of  love  or  life. 

That  had  despisde  so  chast  and  faire  a  dame, 

Whidi  him  had  sought  through  trouble  and  lon^  strife 

Yet  had  refusde  a  god  that  her  had  sought  to  wife. 

In  this  sad  plight  he  walked  here  and  there,  17 

And  romed  round  about  the  rocke  in  vaine, 

As  he  had  lost  himselfe  he  wist  not  where ; 

Oft  listening  if  lie  mote  her  heare  againe ; 

And  still  bemoning  her  unworthy  paine : 

Like  as  an  hynde  whose  calfe  is  falne  unwares 

Into  some  pit,  where  she  him  heares  complaine, 

An  hundred  times  about  the  pit  side  fares. 

Bight  sorrowfully  mo\irning  her  bereaved  cares. 

And  now  by  this  the  feast  was  throughly  ended,  18 

And  eveiy  one  gan  homeward  to  resort : 

Which  seeing,  Mariuell  was  sore  offended 

That  his  departure  thence  sliould  be  so  short, 

And  leave  his  love  in  that  sea- walled  fort 

Yet  durst  he  not  liis  mother  disobay  ; 

But,  her  attending  in  full  seemly  sort, 

Did  march  amongst  the  many  all  the  way ; 

And  all  the  way  did  inly  moume,  like  one  astray. 

Bong  returned  to  his  mothers  bowre,  19 

In  sditary  silence  far  from  wight 

He  gan  record  the  lamentable  stowre. 

In  which  his  wretched  love  lay  day  and  night. 

For  his  deare  sake,  that  ill  deserv  d  that  plight: 

The  thought  whereof  empierst  his  hart  so  deepe» 

That  of  no  worldlv  thing  he  tooke  delight; 

Ne  dayly  food  did  take,  ne  nightljr  sleepe, 

But  pyn  d,  and  moum'd.  and  langnisht,  and  alone  did  weepe  t 
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That  in  ahort  space  his  wonted  oheareftdl  hew  20 

€ran  fade,  and  uvely  spirits  deaded  gniffht : 

His  cheeke-bones  raw,  and  eie-pits  hollow  grew, 

And  brawney  armes  had  lost  their  knowen  might. 

That  nothing  like  liimfielfe  he  seem*d  in  sight. 

Ere  long  so  weake  of  limbe,  and  sioke  of  love 

He  woxe.  thatlenger  he  note  stand  upright, 

But  to  his  bed  was  brought,  and  layd  above, 

Like  ruefull  ghost,  unable  once  to  stir  or  more, 

Which  when  his  mother  saw,  she  in  her  mind  21 

Was  troubled  sore,  ne  wist  well  what  to  weene; 

Ne  could  by  search  nor  any  meanes  out  find 

The  secret  cause  and  nature  of  his  teene. 

Whereby  she  might  apply  some  medicine ; 

But  weeping  day  and  night  did  him  attend, 

And  mourn  d  to  see  her  losse  before  her  eyne, 

Which  griey'd  her  more  that  she  it  could  not  mend : 

To  see  an  helplesse  evill  double  griete  doth  lend. 

Nought  could  she  read  the  root  of  his  disease,  22 

Ne  weene  what  mister  maladie  it  is, 

Wliereby  to  seeke  some  means  it  to  appease. 

Most  did  she  thinke,  l)ut  most  she  thought  amis. 

That  that  same  former  fatall  wound  of  ms 

Whj'leare  by  Trvphon  was  not  throughly  healed. 

But  closely  rankled  under  th*  orifis : 

Least  did  she  thinke,  that  which  he  most  concealed, 

That  love  it  was,  wluch  in  his  hart  lay  unrevealed. 

Therefore  to  Trvphon  she  againe  doth  hast,  23 

And  him  doth  chyde  as  false  and  fraudulent. 

That  fay  Id  the  trust  which  she  in  him  had  plast, 

To  cure  her  sonne,  as  he  his  faith  had  lent ; 

Who  now  was  falne  into  new  languishment 

Of  bis  old  hurt,  which  was  not  throughly  cured. 

So  backe  he  came  unto  her  patient ; 

Where,  searching  every  part,  her  well  assured 

That  it  was  no  old  sore  which  his  new  paine  procured ; 

But  that  it  was  some  other  maladie,  2^1 

Or  grief  unknowne,  which  he  could  not  disoeme : 

So  left  he  her  withouten  remedie. 

Then  gan  her  heart  to  faint,  and  quake,  and  eame, 

And  inly  troubled  was,  the  truth  to  leame. 

Unto  himselfe  she  came,  and  him  besought. 

Now  with  faire  speeches,  now  with  threateniugs  steme. 

If  ought  lay  hidden  in  his  grieved  thought. 

It  to  reveale :  who  still  her  answered,  there  was  nought 
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NathlesBO  she  rested  not  so  satisfide ;  25 

But  leavinff  watry  gods,  as  bootinff  nougbt. 

Unto  the  sninie  Heaven  in  haste  she  hide, 

And  thence  Apollo  king  of  leadies  brought. 

Apollo  came ;  who,  soone  as  he  had  sought 

Through  his  disease,  did  by  and  by  out  find 

That  he  did  languish  of  some  inward  thought, 

Hie  which  afflicted  his  engneyed  mind : 

Which  love  he  red  to  be,  mat  leads  each  living  kind. 

Which  when  he  had  unto  his  mother  told,  20 

She  gan  thereat  to  fret  and  greatlr  grieve : 

And,  comming  to  her  sonne,  gan  first  to  scold 

And  chyde  at  mm  that  made  ner  misbelieve : 

But  afterwards  she  ^^an  liim  soft  to  shrieve, 

And  wooe  with  fair  mtreatie,  to  disclose 

Which  of  the  nymphes  his  heart  so  sore  did  mieve : 

For  sure  she  weend  it  was  some  one  of  those, 

Which  he  had  lately  scene,  that  for  his  love  he  diose. 

Now  lesse  she  feared  that  same  fatall  read»  27 

That  warned  him  of  womens  love  beware : 

Which  being  ment  of  mortal  creatures  sead, 

For  love  of  nvmphes  she  thought  she  need  not  care 

But  promisthim,  whatever  wight  she  weare. 

That  she  her  love  to  him  would  shortly-  gaine : 

8o  he  her  told :  but  soone  as  she  did  neare 

That  Florimdl  it  was  which  wrought  his  paine. 

She  gan  afresh  to  chafe,  and  grieve  in  every  vaine. 

Yet  since  she  saw  the  streight  extremitie,  28 

In  which  his  life  unluckily  was  layd. 

It  was  no  time  to  scan  the  prophecie, 

Whether  old  Proteus  true  or  false  had  sayd. 

That  his  decav  should  happen  by  a  mayd ; 

(It's  late,  in  death,  of  daunger  to  advize ; 

Or  love  rorbid  him,  that  is  me  denayd ;) 

But  rather  gan  in  troubled  mind  devize 

How  she  that  ladies  libertie  might  enterprize. 

To  Proteus  selfe  to  sew  she  thought  it  vaine,  29 

Who  was  the  root  and  worker  ofner  woe ; 

Kor  unto  any  meaner  to  complaine ; 

But  unto  great  King  Neptune  selfe  did  goe, 

And.  on  her  knee  before  nim  fidling  lowe, 

Made  humble  suit  unto  his  maiestie 

To  graunt  to  her  her  sonnes  life,  which  his  foe» 

A  crueU  tyrant,  bad  presumpteouslie 

By  wicked  doome  condemned  a  wretched  death  to  die. 
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To  whom  god  Neptune,  softly  smyling,  thus :  30 

"  Daughter,  me  seemes  of  douhle  wrong  ye  plaine, 

Grainst  one  that  hath  both  wronged  you  and  us : 

For  death  t'adward  I  ween*d  did  ai>pertaine 

To  none  but  to  the  seas  sole  soveraine : 

Bead  therefore  who  it  is  which  this  hath  wrought, 

And  for  what  cause ;  the  truth  discover  plaine : 

For  never  wight  so  evill  did  or  thought,  [nought.* 

But  would  some  rightfull  cause  pretend,  though  rightly 

To  whom  she  answer'd ;  "  Then  it  is  by  name  31 

Proteus,  that  hath  ordayn'd  my  sonne  to  die ; 

For  that  a  waift,  the  which  by  fortune  came 

Upon  your  seas,  he  claym'd  as  propertie : 

And  yet  nor  his,  nor  his  in  equitie. 

But  yours  the  waift  by  high  prerogative : 

Therefore  I  humbly  crave  your  majestic 

It  to  replevie,  and  my  sonne  reprive ; 

So  shall  you  by  one  gift  save  all  us  three  alive." 

He  graunted  it :  and  streight  his  warrant  made,  33 

Under  the  sea-god's  scale  autenticall, 

Commaundin^  JProteus  straight  t'  enlarge  the  m&jd 

Which  wandnng  on  his  seas  imperiall 

He  lately  tooke,  and  sithence  kept  as  thrall. 

Which  she  receiving  with  meete  thankefulneese. 

Departed  straight  to  Proteus  therewithall : 

Who,  reading  it  with  inward  loathfulnesse. 

Was  grieved  to  restore  the  pledge  he  did  possesse. 

Yet  durst  he  not  the  warrant  to  withstand,  33 

But  unto  her  delivered  Florimell : 

Whom  she  receiving  by  the  lilly  hand, 

Admyr'd  her  beautie  much,  as  she  mote  weU, 

For  she  all  living  creatures  did  excell. 

And  was  right  ioyous  that  she  gotten  had 

So  faire  a  wife  for  her  sonne  Marinell. 

So  home  with  her  she  streight  the  virgin  lad. 

And  shewed  her  to  him  then  being  sore  bestad. 

Who  soone  as  he  beheld  that  angels  fsjoe  34 

Adom'd  with  all  divine  perfection. 

His  cheared  heart  eftsoones  ;tway  gan  chace 

Sad  death,  revived  with  her  sweet  inspection^ 

And  feeble  spirit  inly  felt  refection  j 

As  withered  weed  through  cruell  wmters  tine, 

That  feeles  the  warmth  of  sunny  beames  reflection, 

Liftes  up  his  head  that  did  before  decHne, 

And  gios  to  spread  his  leafe  before  the  fiacre  sunshine. 
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Biffht  80  himselfe  did  Marinell  uprem, 
TVneii  he  in  place  his  dearest  loye  did  spy; 
And  though  nis  limbs  could  not  his  bodie  beara^ 
Ne  former  strength  retume  so  suddenly, 
Tet  chearefuU  signes  he  shewed  outwardly. 
Ne  lesse  was  she  in  secret  hart  affected. 
But  that  she  masked  it  with  modestie, 
For  feare  she  should  of  lightnesse  be  deteotods 
Which  to  another  place  1  leave  to  be  perfected. 
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Jnt  Xt^tnn  Of  mrUgall,  or  of  3ustUt. 


SO  oft  as  I  with  state  of  present  time 
The  image  of  the  antique  world  compare, 
Whenas  mans  age  was  in  his  freshest  pnme, 
And,  the  first  blossome  of  faire  vertue  bare ; 
Such  oddes  I  finde  twixt  those,  and  these  which  are, 
As  that,  through  lonff  continuance  of  lus  course, 
Me  seemes  the  world  is  runne  quite  out  of  square 
From  the  first  point  of  his  appointed  sourse ; 
And  being  once  amisse  growes  daily  wourse  and  wourse : 

For  firom  the  golden  age,  that  first  was  named. 

It's  now  at  earst  become  a  stonie  one ; 

And  men  themsekes,  the  which  at  first  were  f^ramed 

Of  earthly  mould,  and  form'd  of  flesh  and  bone. 

Are  now  transformed  into  hardest  stone: 

Such  as  behind  their  backs  (so  backwara  bred) 

Were  throwne  by  Pyrrha  and  Deucalione : 

And  if  then  those  may  any  worse  be  red, 

Th^  into  that  ere  long  will  be  degendered. 

Let  none  then  blame  me,  if,  in  discipline 

Of  vertue  and  of  civill  uses  lore, 

I  do  not  forme  them  to  the  common  line  "' 

Of  present  dayes  which  are  corrupted  sore; 

But  to  the  antique  use  which  was  of  yore. 

When  good  was  onely  for  itselfe  desyred. 

And  all  men  sought  Uicir  owne,  and  none  no  more ; 

When  iustice  was  not  for  most  meed  outhvred. 

But  simple  truth  did  rayne,  and  was  of  dOTadmyred. 

For  that  which  all  men  then  did  yertue  call 

Is  now  cald  vice ;  and  that  which  vice  was  night, 

Is  now  hight  vertue,  and  so  us'd  of  all : 

Bight  now  is  wrong,  and  wrong  that  was  is  right; 

As  all  things  else  in  time  are  chaun^ed  quight : 

Ne  wonder ;  for  the  heavens  revolution 

Ib  wandred  farre  from  where  it  first  was  pight. 

And  so  do  make  oontr4rie  constitution 

Of  all  this  lower  world  toward  his  dissolution. 
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For  whoso  list  into  the  heavens  looke, 

And  search  the  courses  of  the  rowUng  spheares. 

Shall  find  that  from  the  point  where  they  first  tooke 

There  setting  forth,  in  these  few  thousand  yeares 

They  all  are  wandred  much ;  that  plaine  appeares : 

For  that  samegolden  fleecy  ram,  which  bore 

Phrixus  and  H!elle  from  their  stepdames  feares, 

Hath  now  forffot  where  he  was  ^last  of  yore, 

And  shouldred  hath  the  bull  which  fayre  Europa  bore : 

And  eke  the  bull  hath  with  bis  bow-bent  home 

So  hardly  butted  those  two  twinnes  of  lore. 

That  they  have  crusht  the  crab,  and  quit«  him  borne 

Into  the  great  Nemsean  lions  grove. 

So  now  all  range,  and  doe  at  randon  rove 

Out  of  their  proper  places  farre  away. 

And  all  this  world  with  them  amisse  doe  move,* 

And  all  his  creatures  i^m  their  course  astray; 

Till  they  arrive  at  their  last  ruinous  decay. 

Ne  is  that  same  great  glorious  lampe  of  light. 

That  doth  enlumme  all  these  lesser  fyres, 

In  better  case,  ne  keepes  his  course  more  right. 

But  is  miscaried  with  the  other  spheres : 

For  since  the  terme  of  fourteen  hundred  yeres. 

That  learned  Ptolomaee  his  hi^ht  did  take. 

He  is  decl^ped  from  that  marke  of  theirs 

Nigh  thirtie  minutes  to  the  southeme  lake ; 

That  makes  me  feare  in  time  he  will  us  quite  forsake. 

And  if  to  those  JSgyptian  wisards  old 

(Which  in  star-read  were  wont  have  best  insight) 

Faith  may  be  given,  it  is  by  them  told 

That  since  the  time  they  first  tooke  the  sUnns  bight, 

Foure  times  his  i)lace  he  shifted  hath  in  sight, 

And  twice  hath  risen  where  he  now  doth  west, 

And  wested  twice  where  he  ought  rise  aright. 

But  most  is  Mars  amisse  of  all  the  rest ; 

And  next  to  him  old  Satume,  that  was  wont  be  best. 

For  during  Satumes  ancient  raigne  it's  sayd 

That  all  the  world  with  goodnesse  did  abound ; 

All  loved  vertue,  no  man  was  affrayd 

Of  force,  ne  fraud  in  wight  was  to  Tbe  found, 

No  warre  was  knowne,  no  dreadful  trompets  sound; 

Peace  universal  rayn'd  mongst  men  and  beasts : 

And  all  things  freely  grew  out  of  the  OTOund : 

lustice  sate  nigh  ador  d  with  solemne  feasts, 

And  to  all  people  did  divide  her  dred  beheasts : 
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Most  sacred  Yertue  she  of  all  the  rest,  1^ 

Resembling  Gk>d  in  his  imperiall  might; 

Whose  soveraine  powre  is  herein  most  ezprest. 

That  both  to  good  and  bad  he  dealeth  right, 

And  idl  his  workes  with  iustice  hath  bedight. 

That  powre  he  also  doth  to  princes  lend 

And  makes  them  like  himselfe  in  glorious  sight 

To  sit  in  his  own  seate,  his  cause  to  end. 

And  rule  his  people  right,  as  he  doth  recommend. 

Dread  soverayne  goddesse,  that  doest  highest  sit  -i  i 

In  seate  of  iudgement  in  th*  Almighties  stead. 

And  with  magnificke  might  and  wondrous  wit 

Doest  to  thy  people  righteous  doome  aread, 

That  furthest  nations  filles  with  awfull  dread. 

Pardon  the  boldnesse  of  thy  basest  thrall. 

That  dare  discourse  of  so  diyine  a  read. 

As  thy  great  iustice  praysed  over  all ; 

The  instrument  whereof  loe  here  thy  ArtegalL 


CANTO  L 

Artegall  trayn'd  in  iostioe  lore 
Irenaes  quest  porsewed ; 

He  doeth  arenge  on  Sanglier 
Uis  ladies  bload  embrewed. 


Though  vertue  then  were  held  in  highest  price,  1 

In  those  old  times  of  which  I  doe  intreat. 

Yet  then  likewise  the  wicked  soede  of  vice 

Beffian  to  spring:  which  shortly  grew  full  great, 

And  with  their  boughes  the  geutle  plants  did  beat : 

But  evermore  some  of  the  vertuous  race 

Bose  up,  inspired  with  heroicke  heat, 

That  cropt  the  branches  of  the  sient  base. 

And  with  strong  hand  their  fruitfiill  rancknes  did  deface. 

Such  first  was  Bacchus,  that  with  furious  might  2 

All  th*  east  before  untam'd  did  over-ronne. 

And  wrong  repressed,  and  establisht  right, 

Which  lawlesse  men  had  formerly  fordonne : 

Their  Justice  first  her  princely  rule  begonne. 

Next  Hercules  his  like  ensample  shewed, 

Who  all  the  west  with  equall  conquest  wonne. 

And  monstrous  tyrants  with  his  club  subdewed ; 

The  dub  of  Justice  dread  with  kingly  powre  endewed. 

^.gitizedbyCjOOQlC 


638  THB  7AUtU  QUlSlEJil* 

And  sodi  was  he  of  whom  I  hare  to  tell. 

The  champion  of  tme  instice,  Artegall : 

"Whom  (as  ve  lately  mote  remember  well) 

An  hard  aaVentiire,  which  did  then  befall. 

Into  redoubted  penll  forth  did  call ; 

That  was,  to  succour  a  distressed  dame 

Whom  a  strong  tyrant  did  uninstly  thrall. 

And  from  the  heritage,  which  she  did  clame. 

Did  with  strong  hand  withhold ;  Grantorto  was  his  name. 

"Wherefore  the  lady,  whidi  Lrena  hig^  ^  4 

Did  to  the  Faerie  Queene  her  way  aadresse^ 

To  whom  oomplaynmg  her  afflicted  plight. 

She  her  besought  of  gratious  redresse : 

That  soveraine  queene,  that  mightie  emperesse!, 

Whose  glorie  is  to  aide  all  suppliants  pore, 

And  of  weake  princes  to  be  patronesse. 

Chose  Arteffall  to  right  her  to  restore ; 

For  that  to  ner  he  seem'd  best  skild  in  righteous  lore. 

For  Artegall  in  iustice  was  upbrought  5 

Even  from  the  cradle  of  his  infande 

And  all  the  depth  of  rightfull  doome  was  taught 

By  faire  Astraaa,  with  great  industrie, 

Whilest  here  on  earth  she  lived  mortallie : 

For,  till  the  world  from  his  perfection  fell 

Into  all  filth  and  foule  iniamtie, 

Astrsea  here  mongst  earthly  men  did  dwell. 

And  in  the  rules  of  iustice  them  instructed  welL 

Whiles  through  the  world  she  walked  in  this  sort,  6 

Upon  a  day  she  found  this  ffentle  childe 

Amongst  his  peres  playing  his  childish  sport; 

Whom  seeing  fit,  and  witn  no  crime  demde, 

She  did  allure  with  gifts  and  speaches  milde 

To  wend  with  her :  so  thence  him  farre  she  brought 

Into  a  care  from  companie  exilde, 

In  which  she  noursled  him,  till  yeares  he  raught ; 

And  all  the  discipline  of  iustice  there  him  taught 

There  she  him  taught  to  weigh  both  ri^t  and  wrong       7 

In  equall  ballance  with  due  recompence, 

And  eauitie  to  measure  out  along 

Accorain^  to  the  line  of  conscience, 

Whenso  it  needs  with  rigour  to  diepence ; 

Of  all  the  which,  for  want  there  of  mankind. 

She  caused  him  to  make  experience 

Upon  wyld  beasts,  which  she  in  woods  did  find^ 

With  wrongfuU  powre  oppressing  others  of  their  kind. 
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Thus  she  him  travned,  and  thus  ahe  htm  taaght  8 

In  all  the  skill  or  deeming  wrong  and  right, 

TJntill  the  ripenesse  of  mans  yeares  he  auprht ; 

That  even  wilde  heasts  did  feare  his  awfull  sight, 

.Ajid  men  admyr*d  his  over-ruliDg  might ; 

Ne  any  Itv'd  on  ground  that  durst  withstand 

His  dreadfull  heast,  much  lesse  him  match  in  fight» 

Or  bide  the  horror  of  his  wreakfull  hand, 

Whenao  he  list  in  wrath  lift  up  his  steely  brand : 

Which  steely  brand,  to  make  him  dreaded  more  9 

She  gare  unto  him,  gotten  by  her  slight 

And  earnest  search,  where  it  was  kept  in  store 

In  lores  etemall  house,  unwist  of  wight, 

Since  he  himselfe  it  us'd  in  that  great  fight 

Against  the  Titans,  that  whylome  rebelled 

Crainst  highest  heayen :  Chrysaor  it  was  hight ; 

Chrysaor,  that  all  other  swords  exceUed, 

Well  proy'd  in  that  same  day  whenlove  those  gyants  quelled: 

For  of  most  perfect  metall  it  was  made,  10 

Tempred  with  adamant  amongst  the  same, 

And  gamisht  all  with  gold  upon  the  blade 

In  g(x>dly  wise,  whereof  it  tooke  his  name. 

And  was  of  no  lesse  vertue  then  of  fame : 

For  there  no  substance  was  so  firme  and  hard. 

But  it  would  pierce  or  cleave  whereso  it  came ; 

IN^e  aDv  armour  could  his  dint  out-ward ; 

But  wheresoever  it  did  light,  it  throughly  shard. 

Now  when  the  world  with  sinne  gan  to  abound,  11 

Astnea  loathing  lenger  here  to  space 

Mongst  wickeamen.  in  whom  no  truth  she  found, 

Eetum'd  to  heaven,  whence  she  deriv*d  her  race ; 

"Where  she  hath  now  an  everlasting  place 

Mongst  those  twelve  signes,  which  nightly  we  do  see 

The  heavens  bright-shining  baudricke  to  enchace ; 

And  is  the  Virgin,  sixt  in  her  degree. 

And  next  herseife  her  righteous  ballanoe  hanging  bee. 

But  when  she  parted  hence  she  left  her  groome,  12 

An  yron  man,  which  did  on  her  attend 

Always  to  execute  her  steadfast  doome. 

And  willed  him  with  Artegall  to  wend, 

And  doe  whatever  thing  he  did  intend : 

His  name  was  Talus,  made  of  yron  mould. 

Immoveable,  resistlesse,  without  end ; 

Who  in  his  hand  an  yron  flale  did  hould, 

With  which  he  thresnt  out  falshood,  and  did  truth  unfould. 
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He  now  went  with  him  in  this  new  inqneet,  13 

Him  for  to  aide,  if  aide  he  chaunst  to  neede, 

Against  that  cruell  tyrant,  which  opprest 

The  faire  Irena  with  his  foule  misdeede. 

And  kept  the  crowne  in  which  she  shoold  succeed: 

And  now  together  on  their  way  they  bin, 

"Whenas  they  saw  a  squire  in  squalud  weed 

Lamenting  sore  his  sorrowfull  sad  tyne 

With  many  bitter  teares  shed  from  his  blnbbred  eyno. 

To  whom  as  they  approched,  they  espide  14 

A  sorie  sight  as  ever  seene  with  ejre, 

And  headlesse  kdie  lying  him  besidie 

In  her  owne  blood  all  wiulow'd  wofuUyj 

That  her  gay  clothes  did  in  discolour  die, 

Much  was  he  moved  at  that  ruefiill  sight ; 

And  flam'd  with  zeale  of  vengeance  inwardly 

He  askt  who  had  that  dame  so  foulv  dight. 

Or  whether  his  owne  hand,  or  whether  other  wight  P 

"  Ah !  woe  is  me,  and  well  away,"  quoth  hee  15 

Bursting  forth  teares  like  springs  out  of  a  banke, 

"  That  ever  I  this  dismall  day  md  see  I 

Full  farre  was  I  from  thinking  such  a  pranke ; 

Yet  litle  losse  it  were,  and  mickle  thsmke. 

If  I  should  graunt  that  I  have  doen  the  same, 

That  I  mote  drinke  the  cup  whereof  she  dranke; 

But  that  I  should  die  guiltie  of  the  blarney 

The  which  another  dia  who  now  is  fled  with  diame." 

"IVho  was  it  then,"  sayd  Artegall,  "  that  wrought  16 

And  why  P  doe  it  declare  unto  me  trew." 

"  A  knight,"  said  he,  '*  if  knight  he  may  be  thought, 

That  did  his  hand  in  ladies  bioud  embrew. 

And  for  no  cause,  but  as  I  shall  you  shew. 

This  day  as  I  in  solace  sate  hereby 

With  a  fayre  love  whose  losse  I  now  do  rew. 

There  came  this  knight,  having  in  companie 

This  lucklesse  ladie  which  now  here  doth  headlesse  lie. 

**  He,  whether  mine  seem'd  fayrer  in  his  eye,  17 

Or  that  he  wexed  weary  of  his  owne, 

Would  change  with  me ;  but  I  did  it  denye. 

So  did  the  ladies  both,  as  may  be  knowne ; 

But  he,  whose  spirit  was  with  pride  upblowne. 

Would  not  so  rest  contented  with  his  right ; 

But,  having  from  his  courser  her  downe  thiowne. 

Fro  me  reft  mine  away  by  lawlesse  might. 

And  on  his  steed  her  set  to  beare  her  out  of  sight. 
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**  WKich  when  his  ladie  saw,  she  follow'd  fast  18 

And  on  him  catching  hold  gan  loud  to  die 

Not  so  to  leave  her  nor  away  to  cast. 

Bat  rather  of  his  hand  besought  to  die : 

With  that  his  sword  he  drew  all  wrathfuUy, 

And  at  one  stroke  cropt  off  her  head  with  scome. 

In  that  same  place  whereas  it  now  doth  lie. 

So  he  my  love  away  with  him  hath  borne, 

And  left  me  here  both  his  and  mine  owne  love  to  moume.** 

''  Aread/'  said  he ;  "  which  way  then  did  he  make  ?  19 

^d  by  what  markes  may  he  be  knowne  againe  P" 

"  To  hope,"  quoth  he,  "  him  soone  to  overtake. 

That  hence  so  long  departed,  is  but  vaine : 

But  yet  he  pricked  over  yonder  plaine, 

And  as  I  marked  bore  upon  his  shield. 

By  which  it's  easie  him  to  know  againe, 

A  broken  sword  within  a  bloodie  field : 

Expressing  well  his  nature  which  the  same  did  wield." 

No  sooner  sayd,  but  streight  he  after  sent  20 

His  yron  page,  who  him  pursew'd  so  light. 

As  tnat  it  seem*d  above  the  ^nnd  he  went : 

For  he  was  swift  as  swallow  m  her  flight. 

And  strong  as  lyon  in  his  lordly  might. 

It  was  not  long  before  he  overtooke 

Sir  Sangher,  (so  cleeped  was  that  knight). 

Whom  at  the  first  he  ghessed  by  his  looke. 

And  by  the  other  markes  which  of  his  shield  he  tooke. 

He  bad  him  stay  and  baoke  with  him  retire;  21 

Who,  full  of  scome  to  be  commaunded  so. 

The  lady  to  alight  did  eft  require, 

Whilest  he  reformed  that  uncivill  fo ; 

And  streight  at  him  with  all  his  force  did  go : 

Who  mov  d  no  more  therewith,  then  when  a  rooke 

Is  lightly  stricken  with  some  stones  throw ; 

But  to  mm  leaping  lent  him  such  a  knocke. 

That  on  the  ground  he  layd  him  like  a  senoelesse  blocke. 

But,  ere  he  could  hiroselfe  recure  againe,  22 

Him  in  his  iron  paw  he  seized  had ; 

That  when  he  wak*t  out  of  his  warelesse  pained 

He  found  himself  unwist  so  iU  bestad. 

That  Um  he  could  not  wag :  thence  he  him  ad. 

Bound  kke  a  beast  appointed  to  the  stall : 

The  sijfht  whereof  the  lady  sore  adrad, 

And  fain'd  to  flv  for  feare  of  being  thrall ; 

But  he  her  quickly  stayd,  and  forst  to  wend  withalL 
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When  to  tlie  place  they  came  where  Artesall  23 

By  that  same  carefail  squire  did  then  abide. 

He  gently  gan  him  to  demaund  of  all 

That  did  betwixt  him  and  that  squire  betide : 

Who  with  steme  countenance  and  indignant  prido 

Did  aunswere,  that  of  all  he  ffuiltlesse  stood, 

And  his  accuser  thereui)i)on  defide ; 

For  neither  he  did  shed  that  ladies  bloud, 

Nor  tooke  away  hia  love,  but  his  owne  proper  good. 

Well  did  the  squire  perceire  himselfe  too  weake  2i 

To  aunswere  his  defiaunce  in  the  field. 

And  rather  chose  his  challenge  o£f  to  breake 

Then  to  approve  his  right  wiui  speare  and  shield. 

And  rather  guilty  chose  himselfe  to  yield. 

But  ArtegalT  by  signes  perceiving  plaine 

That  he  it  was  not  which  that  laay  kild, 

But  that  strange  knif]:ht,  the  fairer  love  to  gaine. 

Did  cast  about  by  sleight  the  truth  thereout  to  straine; 

And  sayd :  "  Now  sure  this  doubtfull  causes  right  25 

Can  hardly  but  by  sacrament  be  tride, 

Or  else  by  ordele,  or  by  blooddv  fight. 

That  ill  perhaps  mote  tall  to  either  side: 

But  if  ye  please  that  I  your  cause  decide, 

Perhaps  Imay  all  further  qnarrell  end. 

So  ye  will  sweare  mv  iudgeinent  to  abide." 

Thereto  they  both  aid  franckly  condiscend. 

And  to  his  ooome  with  listfull  eares  did  both  attend. 

"  Sith  then.*'  sayd  he,  "  ye  both  the  dead  deny,  26 

And  both  the  living  lady  claime  your  right, 

Let  both  the  dead  and  living  equally 

Devided  be  betwixt  you  here  in  sight, 

And  each  of  either  take  his  share  aright. 

But  looke,  who  does  dissent  from  this  my  read, 

He  for  a  twelve  moneths  day  shall  in  despight 

Beare  for  his  penaunce  that  same  ladies  head ; 

To  witnesse  to  the  world  that  she  by  him  is  dead." 

Well  pleased  with  that  doome  was  Sangliere,  27 

And  ofired  streight  the  lady  to  be  slaine : 

But  that  same  squire  to  whom  she  was  more  dere, 

Whenas  ho  saw  she  should  be  cut  in  twaine. 

Did  yield  she  rather  should  with  him  remaine 

Alive  then  to  himselfe  be  shared  dead ; 

And  rather  then  his  love  should  suffer  paine, 

He  chose  with  shame  to  beare  that  ladies  head : 

True  love  despiseth  shame  when  life  is  oald  in  dread. 
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Whom  when  so  willinff  Artejarall  peroeaved ;  28 

"  Not  80,  thou  squire/  he  sayd,  **  but  thine  I  deeme 

Hie  livinff  kdy,  which  from  thee  he  reaved : 

For  worth)r  thou  of  her  doest  rightly  seeme. 

And  you,  sir  knight,  that  love  so  ligut  esteeme, 

As  tliat  ye  would  for  Hide  leave  the  same, 

Take  here  ^our  owne  that  doth  you  best  beseeme, 

And  with  it  beare  the  burden  of  defame : 

Your  owne  dead  ladies  head,  to  tell  abrode  your  shame.  * 

Bat  Sangliere  disdained  much  his  doome,  29 

And  sternly  gan  repine  at  his  beheast ; 

Ne  would  tor  ought  obay,  as  did  become, 

To  beare  that  ladies  head  before  his  breast  i 

Untill  that  Talus  had  his  pride  represt, 

And  forced  him,  maulgr^,  it  up  to  reare. 

Who  when  he  saw  it  bootelesse  to  resist. 

He  tooke  it  up,  and  thence  with  him  did  beare ; 

As  rated  spaniell  takes  his  burden  up  for  feare. 

Much  did  that  squire  Sir  Artegall  adore  SO 

For  his  great  iustice  held  in  high  regard; 

And  as  his  squire  him  offred  evermore 

To  serve,  for  want  of  other  meete  reward. 

And  wend  with  him  on  his  adventure  hard : 

But  he  thereto  would  by  no  meanes  consent; 

But  leaving  him  forth  on  his  ioumcy  far*d : 

Ne  wight  with  him  but  onely  Talus  went ; 

They  two  enough  t'encounter  an  whole  regiment. 


CANTO  IL 

Artegall  heares  of  Florimell ; 

Does  with  the  pagan  fight : 
Him  8laiet ;  drownes  Lady  Hunerai 

Does  raoe  her  oastle  quight. 

NoTTOHT  is  more  honourable  to  a  knight, 

Ne  better  doth  beseerae  brave  chevalry. 

Then  to  defend  the  feeble  in  their  right. 

And  wrong  redresse  in  such  as  wend  awry : 

Whilome  those  great  heroes  got  thereby 

Their  greatest  glory  for  their  rightfull  deedes, 

And  place  deserved  with  the  gods  on  hy : 

Herem  the  noblesse  of  this  knight  exceedes, 

Who  now  to  perils  great  for  iustice  sake  prooeedets 
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To  which  as  he  now  waa  uppon  the  way,  2 

He  chaunst  to  meet  a  dwarte  in  hasty  course; 

Whom  he  re^uir'd  his  forward  hast  to  stay, 

Till  he  of  tidiDffs  mote  with  him  discourse. 

Loth  was  the  dwarfe,  yet  did  he  stay  perforse. 

And  gan  of  sundry  newes  his  store  to  tell. 

As  to  his  memory  they  had  recourse ; 

But  chiefly  of  the  fairest  Florimell, 

How  she  was  found  againe,  and  spousde  to  ManneU. 

For  this  was  Dony,  Florimells  owne  dwarfe,  3 

Whom  having  lost  (as  ye  have  heard  whyleare) 

And  finding  in  the  way  the  scattred  scarfe. 

The  fortune  of  her  life  long  time  did  feare : 

But  of  her  health  when  Artegall  did  heare. 

And  safe  retume,  he  was  fulTinly  glad. 

And  aakt  him  where  and  when  her  bridale  cheare 

Should  be  sol^mniz'd :  for  if  time  he  had, 

He  would  be  there,  and  honor  to  her  spousall  ad. 

**  Within  three  daies,"  quoth  he,  "  as  I  do  heare ,  4 

It  will  be  at  the  castle  of  the  stiond ; 

What  time,  if  naught  me  let,  I  will  be  there 

To  do  her  service  so  as  I  am  bond. 

But  in  my  way  a  little  here  beyond 

A  cursed  cruell  sarazin  doth  wonne. 

That  keepes  a  bridges  passage  bv  strong  hond. 

And  many  errant  knights  haUi  there  fordonne ; 

That  makes  all  men  for  feare  that  passage  for  to  shonne." 

**  What  mister  wight,"  quoth  he,  "  and  how  fax  henoe        6 

Is  he,  that  doth  to  travellers  such  harmesP" 

"  He  is,**  said  he,  "  a  man  of  great  defence ; 

Expert  in  battell  and  in  deedes  of  armes ; 

And  more  emboldned  by  the  wicked  charmes. 

With  which  his  daujjhter  doth  him  still  support; 

Having  great  lordships  ^ot  and  goodly  farmes 

Through  strong  oppression  of  his  powre  extort ; 

3y  which  he  std  them  holds,  and  keepes  with  strong  effort 

"  And  dayly  he  his  wrongs  encreaseth  more  5  <l 

For  never  wight  he  lets  to  passe  that  way. 

Over  his  bridge,  albee  he  rich  or  poore. 

But  he  him  makes  his  passage-penny  pay: 

Else  he  doth  hold  him  oacke  or  beat  away. 

Thereto  he  hath  a  groome  of  evill  guize, 

Whose  scalp  is  bare,  that  boudage  doth  bewray. 

Which  pols  and  pils  the  poore  in  piteous  wize ; 

But  he  nimselfe  upon  the  rich  dotk  tyrannise. 
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*•  His  name  is  hight  Pollent^,  rightly  so,  7 

For  that  he  is  so  puissant  and  strong, 

That  with  his  powre  he  all  doth  over  go, 

And  makes  them  subiect  to  his  mighty  wrong  $ 

And  some  by  sleight  he  eke  doth  underfong: 

For  on  a  bridge  he  custometh  to  fight. 

Which  is  but  narrow,  but  exceeding  long ; 

And  in  the  same  are  many  trap-fals  pight. 

Through  which  the  rider  downe  doth  fall  through  oversight. 

"  And  underneath  the  same  a  river  flowes,  8 

That  is  both  swifl  and  dangerous  deepe  withall; 

Into  the  which  whomso  he  overthrowes. 

All  destitute  of  helpe  doth  headlong  fall; 

But  he  himselfe  through  practise  usuall 

Leapes  forth  into  the  floud,  and  there  assaies 

His  foe  confused  through  his  sodaine  fall. 

That  horse  and  man  he  equally  dismaies, 

And  either  both  them  drownes,  or  trayt^osly  slaiee. 

"  Then  doth  he  take  the  spoile  of  them  at  will,  9 

And  to  his  daughter  brings,  that  dwells  therebj^ : 

Who  all  that  comes  doth  take,  and  therewith  ml 

The  coflTers  of  her  wicked  threasury ; 

Which  she  with  wrongs  hath  heaped  up  so  hy 

That  many  princes  she  in  wealth  exceedes, 

And  purchast  all  the  countrey  lying  ny 

With  the  revenue  of  her  plenteous  meedes : 

Her  name  is  Munera,  agr^ing  with  her  deedes. 

"  Thereto  she  is  fnll  faire,  and  rich  attired,  10 

With  golden  hands  and  silver  feete  beside, 

That  many  lords  have  her  to  wife  desired : 

But  she  them  all  despiseth  for  great  pride." 

"  Now  by  my  life,"  s^d  he,  "  and  God  to  guide, 

None  other  way  will  I  this  day  betake. 

But  by  that  bndjge  whereas  he  doth  abide : 

Therefore  me  thither  lead."    No  more  he  spake. 

But  lidtherward  forthright  his  ready  way  did  make 

Unto  the  place  he  came  within  a  while,  11 

Where  on  the  bridge  he  ready  armed  saw 

The  Sarazin,  awavting  for  some  spoile : 

Who  as  they  to  tne  passage  gan  to  draw, 

A  Tillaine  to  them  came  with  scull  all  raw, 

That  passage-money  did  of  them  require, 

Acooraing  to  the  custome  of  their  law: 

To  whom  he  aunswerd  wroth, "  loe  there  thr  hire  :** 

And  with  that  word  him  strooke,  that  streight  he  aid  expirab 
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WMch  when  thd  paffan  saw  he  wexed  wroth,  12 

And  strei^ht  himselfe  unto  the  fi^t  addrest ; 

"Ne  was  Sir  Arteffall  behinde :  so  Doth 

Together  ran  with  ready  speares  in  rest. 

Bight  in  the  midst,  whereas  th^  brest  to  brest 

Should  meete,  a  trap  was  letten  downe  to  fall 

Into  the  floud :  strei^ht  leapt  the  carle  unblest, 

Wdl  weening  that  his  foe  was  falne  withall : 

Bat  he  was  well  aware,  and  leapt  before  his  fiilL 

There  being  both  together  in  the  floud,  13 

They  each  at  other  tyrannously  flew ; 

Ne  ought  the  water  cooled  their  whot  blond* 

But  rather  in  them  kindled  choler  new : 

But  there  the  Pajnim,  who  that  use  well  knew 

To  fight  in  water,  great  advantage  had. 

That  oftentimes  him  nigh  he  overthrew : 

And  eke  the  courser  whereuppon  he  rad 

Could  swim  like  to  a  fish  whiles  he  his  backe  bestrad. 

Which  oddes  whenas  Sir  Artegall  espide,  14 

He  saw  no  wa:r  but  close  with  nim  in  hast ; 

And  to  him  driving  strongly  downe  the  tide 

Uppon  his  iron  cofler  griped  fast, 

Tnat  with  the  straint  his  wesand  nigh  he  brast. 

There  they  together  strove  and  struggled  long, 

Either  the  other  from  his  steed  to  cast ; 

Ne  ever  Artegall  his  griple  strong 

For  any  thinge  wold  slacke,  but  still  upon  him  hong. 

As  when  a  dolphin  and  a  sele  are  met  15 

In  the  wide  champian  of  the  ocean  plaine. 

With  cruell  chaufe  their  courages  they  whet, 

The  ma3rsterdome  of  each  by  force  to  gaine. 

And  dreadfull  battaile  twixt  them  do  darraine ; 

Th^  snuf,  they  snort,  they  bounce,  th^  rage,  they  lore, 

That  all  the  sea.  disturbed  with  their  traine. 

Doth  frie  with  fome  above  the  surges  hore : 

Such  was  betwixt  these  two  the  troublesome  uprore. 

8o  Artegall  at  length  him  forst  forsake  16 

His  horses  backe  tor  dread  of  being  drownd. 

And  to  his  handv  swimming  bim  betake. 

Eftsoones  himselfe  he  fromliis  hold  unbownd. 

And  then  no  ods  at  all  in  him  he  fownd ; 

For  Artegall  in  swimming  skilfull  was. 

And  durst  the  depth  of  any  water  sownd. 

So  ou^t  each  kmght,  that  use  of  perill  has. 

In  swimming  be  exp^  through  waters  force  to  paa. 
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Then  Y&ry  doubtfoll  was  the  warres  event,  17 

Unoertaine  whether  had  the  better  side : 

For  both  were  skild  in  that  experiment, 

And  both  in  armes  well  traind  and  thronghly  tride. 

Bnt  Artegall  was  better  breath'd  beside, 

And  towards  th'  end  grew  greater  in  his  might. 

That  his  faint  foe  no  longer  coold  abide 

His  pnissanoe,  ne  beare  nimselfe  upright ; 

Bat  horn  the  water  to  the  land  betooke  his  flight 

Bnt  Artegall  purse wd  him  still  so  neare  IS 

With  bright  Chnrsaor  in  his  cmell  hand. 

That,  as  his  head  he  gan  a  litle  reare 

Above  the  brinoke  to  tread  upon  the  land. 

He  smote  it  o£f,  that  tumbling  on  the  stnmd 

It  bit  the  earth  for  very  fell  despight, 

And  gnashed  with  his  teeth,  as  u  he  band 

High  God,  whose  goodnesse  he  despaired  quight,^ 

Or  curst  the  hand  which  did  that  vengeance  on  him  dif^U 

His  corps  was  carried  downe  along  the  lee,  19 

Whose  waters  with  his  filthy  blond  it  stayned: 

But  his  blasphemous  head,  that  all  might  see. 

He  pitcht  upon  a  pole  on  high  ordayned ; 

Where  many  years  it  afterwards  remaynedf 

To  be  a  mirrour  to  all  mighty  men. 

In  whose  right  hands  great  power  is  oontayned^ 

That  none  of  them  the  feeble  over-ren. 

But  alwaies  doe  their  powre  within  iust  oompasse  pen. 

That  done,  unto  the  castle  he  did  wend»  2D 

In  which  the  Paynims  daughter  did  abide. 

Guarded  of  many  which  did  her  defend: 

Of  whom  he  entrance  sought,  but  was  denide,   - 

And  witii  reproohfull  blasphemy  defide. 

Beaten  with  stones  downe  from  tiie  battilment 

That  he  was  forced  to  withdraw  aside ; 

And  bad  his  servant  Talus  to  invent 

Which  way  he  enter  might  without  endangennent 

Eflsoones  his  page  drew  to  the  castle  gat^  81 

And  with  his  uron  flale  at  it  let  flie, 

That  all  the  warders  it  did  sore  amate^ 

The  which  ere-while  spake  so  reDrochndly, 

And  made  them  stoupe,  that  looked  earst  so  hie. 

Yet  still  he  bet  and  bbunst  uppon  the  dore. 

And  thundred  stokes  theron  so  hideouslie. 

That  all  the  peece  he  shaked  from  the  flore. 

And  filled  all  the  house  with  feare  and  great  uprore. 
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With  noise  wliereof  the  lady  forth  appeared  23 

Uppon  the  castle  wall ;  and,  when  she  saw 

The  dauneerons  state  in  which  she  stood,  she  feared 

The  sad  effect  of  her  neare  overthrow ; 

And  gan  intreat  that  iron  man  below 

To  cease  his  outrage,  and  him  faire  besought ; 

Sith  neither  force  of  stones  which  they  did  throw, 

Not  powr  of  charms,  which  she  against  him  wrought 

Might  otherwise  preraile,  or  make  him  cease  for  ought. 

'But,  whenas  vet  she  saw  him  to  proceede  23 

TJnmov'd  with  pnders  or  with  piteous  thought, 

She  ment  him  to  corrupt  with  goodly  meede ; 

And  causde  great  sackes  with  endlesse  riches  fraught 

Unto  the  battilment  to  be  upbroxight. 

And  powred  forth  over  the  castle  wall, 

That  she  might  win  some  time,  though  dearly  bought, 

Whilest  he  to  gathering  of  the  gold  did  fall ; 

But  he  was  nothing  mov'd  nor  tempted  therewithal!: 

But  still  oontinu'd  his  assault  the  more,  24 

And  layd  on  load  with  his  huge  yron  flaile. 

That  at  the  length  he  has  jrent  the  dore 

And  made  way  for  his  maister  to  assaile : 

Who  being  entred,  nought  did  them  availe 

For  wight  against  his  powre  themselres  to  reare: 

Each  one  did  flie ;  their  hearts  began  to  faile ; 

And  hid  themselres  in  comers  here  and  there ; 

And  eke  their  dame  halfe  dead  did  hide  herself  for  feare. 

Long  t^ey  her  sought,  yet  no  where  could  they  finde  her,  25 

That  sure  they  ween*d  she  was  escapt  awa^ : 

But  Talus,  that  could  like  a  lime-hound  wmde  her. 

And  all  things  secrete  wisely  could  bewray, 

At  length  found  out  whereas  she  hidden  lay 

Under  an  heape  of  gold :  thence  he  her  drew 

By  the  faire  lockes.  and  fowly  did  array 

Withouten  pitt5r  ot  her  goodly  hew. 

That  Artegall  himselfe  her  seemelesse  plight  did  rew. 

Yet  for  no  pitty  would  he  change  the  course  26 

Of  iustice,  whidi  in  Talus  hand  did  lye ; 

Who  rudely  hayld  her  forth  without  remorse. 

Still  holding  up  her  suppliant  hands  on  hye. 

And  kneeling  at  his  feete  subnussively : 

But  he  her  suppliant  hands,  those  hands  of  gold. 

And  eke  her  te^,  those  feete  of  silver  inre, 

Which  sought  unnghteousnesse,  and  iustioe  sold, 

Chogt  off,  and  nayld  on  high,  that  all  might  them  behold. 
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Herselfe  then  tooke  he  hv  the  sclender  wast  27 

In  Taine  load  crying,  ana  into  the  flood 

Over  the  castle  walladowne  her  cast. 

And  there  her  drowned  in  the  dirty  mud : 

But  the  streame  washt  away  her  guiltv  blood* 

Thereafter  all  that  mucky  pelfe  he  tooke, 

The  spoile  of  peoples  evil  gotten  good. 

The  which  her  sire  had  scrap't  by  hooke  and  crooke, 

And  burning  all  to  ashes  powr'd  it  down  tiie  brooke. 

And  lastly  all  that  castle  quite  he  raced,  28 

Even  from  the  sole  of  his  foundation, 

And  all  the  hewen  stones  thereof  defaced. 

That  there  mote  be  no  hope  of  reparation, 

Nor  memory  thereof  to  any  nation. 

All  which  when  Talus  throughly  had  perfourmed. 

Sir  Artegall  undid  the  evil  fashion. 

And  wicked  customes  of  that  bridge  refourmed : 

Which  done,  unto  his  former  ioumey  he  retoumed. 

in  which  they  measur'd  mickle  weary  way,  29 

Till  that  at  length  nigh  to  the  sea  they  drew ; 

"By  which  as  they  did  travell  on  a  day, 

Thev  saw  before  them,  far  as  they  could  vew. 

Full  many  people  gathered  in  a  crew ; 

Whose  great  assembly  they  did  much  admire; 

For  never  there  the  like  resort  they  knew. 

So  towardes  them  they  coasted,  to  enquire 

What  thing  so  many  nations  met  did  there  desire. 

There  they  beheld  a  mighty  gyant  stand  80 

Upon  a  rocke,  and  holding  forth  on  hie 

An  huge  great  paire  of  baJlance  in  his  hand. 

With  which  he  boasted  in  his  surquedrie 

That  all  the  world  he  would  weigh  equallie, 

If  ought  he  had  the  same  to  oounterpoys : 

For  want  whereof  he  weighed  vanity. 

And  fild  his  ballaunce  full  of  idle  toys : 

Yet  was  admired  much  of  fooles,  women,  and  boys. 

He  sayd  that  he  would  all  the  earth  uptake  31 

And  all  the  sea,  divided  each  from  eitner : 

So  would  he  of  the  fire  one  ballaunce  make, 

And  one  of  th'  ayre,  without  or  wind  or  wether : 

Then  would  he  ballaunce  heaven  and  hell  together. 

And  all  that  did  within  them  idl  containe; 

Of  all  whose  weight  he  would  not  misse  a  fether: 

And  looke  what  surplus  did  of  each  remaine. 

He  would  to  his  owne  part  restore  the  same  againe. 
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For  whj^  lie  sajd,  they  all  tmeqnall  were,  92 

And  had  encroched  upon  others  share ; 

Like  as  the  sea  (which  plaine  he  shewed  there) 

Had  wome  the  earth ;  so  did  the  fire  the  aire; 

80  all  the  rest  did  others  parte  empaire : 

And  so  were  reahnes  and  nations  ran  awry. 

All  which  he  undertooke  for  to  repaire. 

In  sort  as  th^  were  formed  aunciently ; 

And  all  things  would  reduce  unto  equality. 

Therefore  the  yulgar  did  al>out  him  flocke,  33 

And  cluster  thicke  unto  his  leasings  raine; 

Like  foolish  flies  about  an  hony-crocke ; 

Li  hope  by  him  ffreat  benefite  to  gaine, 

And  uncontroUea  freedome  to  obtaine. 

All  which  when  Artegall  did  see  and  heare. 

How  he  misled  the  simple  peoples  traine, 

Li  sdeignfull  wise  he  drew  unto  him  neare. 

And  Uius  unto  him  spake,  without  regard  or  feare  1 

**  Thou,  that  preeum'st  to  weigh  the  world  anew,  34 

And  all  thiuji^  to  an  equall  to  restore, 

Listead  of  nght  me  seemes  great  wrong  dost  shew. 

And  &r  above  thy  forces  pitch  to  sore : 

For,  ere  thou  limit  what  is  lesse  or  more 

Li  every  thing,  thou  oughtest  first  to  know 

What  was  the  poyse  of  every  part  of  yore : 

And  looke  then,  now  mucJi  it  doth  overflow 

Or  £eule  thraeof,  so  much  is  more  then  iust  to  trow. 

^'Foratthefirstthey  all  created  were  85 

Li  ffoodly  measure  by  their  Makers  might ; 

Ana  weired  out  in  ballaunces  so  nere. 

That  not  a  dram  was  missing  of  their  right : 

The  earth  was  in  the  middle  centre  pight, 

Li  which  it  doth  immoveable  abide, 

Hemd  in  with  waters  like  a  wall  in  sight, 

And  they  with  aire,  that  not  a  drop  oan  slide : 

Al  which  the  heavens  containe,  ana  in  their  courses  guide. 

*8uch  heavenly  iustice  doth  among  them  raine,  36 

That  every  one  doe  know  their  certaine  bound ; 

Li  which  they  doe  these  many  yeares  remaine, 

And  mongst  them  al  no  chan^  hath  yet  beene  found : 

But  if  thou  now  shouldst  weigh  them  new  in  pound. 

We  are  not  sure  th^  would  so  long  remaine : 

All  change  is  perillous,  and  all  chaunce  unsound. 

Therefore  leave  ofi'to  weigh  them  all  againe. 

Till  we  may  be  assur'd  they  shall  t^eir  course  retaine*** 
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"  Thou  foolishe  elfe,"  said  then  the  gyant  wroth,  37 

**  Seest  not  how  badly  all  things  present  bee. 

And  each  estate  quite  out  of  order  gothP 

The  sea  itselfe  doest  thou  not  plainely  see 

Encroch  uppon  the  land  there  under  theeP 

And  th'  earth  itselfe  how  daily  its  increase 

By  all  that  dying  to  it  turned  beP 

Were  it  not  good  that  wrong  were  then  surceast^ 

And  from  the  most  that  some  were  given  to  the  least  P 

''Therefore  I  will  throw  downe  these  mountains  hie,        38 

And  make  them  levell  with  the  lowly  plaine, 

These  towring  rocks,  which  reach  unto  the  side, 

I  will  thrust  downe  into  the  deepest  maine, 

And,  as  they  were,  them  eaualize  againe. 

Tyrants,  that  make  men  suoieot  to  their  law, 

I  will  suppresse,  that  they  no  more  may  raine ; 

And  loroings  curbe  that  commons  over-aw ; 

And  all  the  wealth  of  rich  men  to  the  poore  will  draw." 

"  Of  things  unseene  how  canst  thou  deeme  aright,'*         39 

Then  answered  the  righteous  Artegall, 

"  Sith  thou  misdeem'st  so  much  of  thinjo^s  in  sight  P 

What  though  the  sea  with  waves  contmuall 

Doe  eate  the  earth,  it  is  no  more  at  all ; 

"Ne  is  the  earth  the  lesse,  or  loseth  ought : 

For  whatsoever  from  one  place  doth  fall 

Is  with  the  tyde  unto  another  brought : 

For  there  is  nothing  lost,  that  may  oe  found  if  sought. 

"  Likewise  the  earth  is  not  augmented  more  40 

By  all  that  dying  into  it  doe  fade ; 

For  of  the  earth  they  formed  were  of  Tore : 

However  gay  their  blossome  or  their  blade 

Doe  flourish  now,  tibej  into  dust  shall  vade. 

What  wrong  then  is  it  if  that  when  they  die 

The^  tume  to  that  whereof  they  first  were  made  P 

All  m  the  powre  of  their  creat  Maker  lie : 

All  creatures  must  obey  me  voice  of  the  Most  Hie. 

"  They  live,  they  die,  like  as  He  doth  ordaine,  41 

Ne  ever  any  asketh  reason  why. 

The  hils  doe  not  the  lowlv  dales  disdaine ; 

The  dales  doe  not  the  lofty  hils  envy. 

He  maketh  kin^  to  sit  in  Boverainty ; 

He  maketh  subiects  to  their  powre  obayi 

He  pulleth  downe.  He  settetn  up  on  hy; 

He  gives  to  this,  trom  that  He  takes  away: 

For  all  we  have  is  His :  what  He  list  doe.  He  may. 
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**  Whatever  thing  is  done,  bv  Him  is  donne,  42 

Ne  any  may  His  mighty  will  withstand ; 

Ke  any  may  His  soveraine  power  shonne, 

Ne  loose  that  He  hath  bound  with  stedfast  band : 

In  yaine  therefore  doest  thou  now  take  in  hand 

To  call  to  count,  or  weigh  His  workes  anew. 

Whose  counsels  depth  uiou  canst  not  understand ; 

Sith  of  things  subiect  to  thy  daily  vew 

Thou  doest  not  know  the  causes  nor  their  courses  dew. 

"  For  take  thy  ballaunce,  if  thou  be  so  wise,  43 

And  weigh  tiie  winde  that  under  heaven  doth  blow; 

Or  weigh  the  light  that  in  the  east  doth  rise ; 

Or  weigh  the  thought  that  from  mans  mind  doth  flow : 

But  if  me  weight  of  these  thou  canst  not  show. 

Weigh  but  one  word  which  from  thy  lips  doth  fall : 

For  how  canst  thou  those  greater  secrets  know. 

That  doest  not  know  the  least  thing  of  them  all  P 

HI  can  he  rule  the  great  that  cannot  reach  the  smaU.*' 

Therewith  the  gyant  much  abashed  sayd  44 

That  he  of  little  things  made  reckoning  lidit ; 

Yet  the  least  word  thai  ever  could  be  laya 

Within  his  ballaunce  he  could  way  aright. 

"  Whidi  is,"  said  he,  "  more  heavy  then  in  weight, 

The  right  or  wrong,  the  false  or  else  the  trewP ' 

He  answered  that  he  would  try  it  streight : 

8o  he  the  words  into  his  ballaunce  threw; 

But  streight  the  winged  words  out  of  his  ballaunce  flew. 

Wroth  wext  he  then,  and  sayd  that  words  were  light,      45 

Ne  would  within  his  ballaunce  well  abide : 

But  he  could  iustly  weigh  the  wrong  or  right 

"  Well  then,"  sayd  Artegall,  "  let  it  be  tiSe : 

'First  in  one  ballance  set  the  true  aside." 

He  did  so  first,  and  then  the  false  he  layd 

In  th'  other  scale ;  but  still  it  downe  did  slide, 

And  by  no  mesne  could  in  the  weight  be  stay  d : 

For  by  no  meanes  the  false  will  with  the  truth  be  wayd. 

"  Now  take  the  light  likewise,"  said  Artegale,  46 

"  And  oounteirpeise  the  same  with  so  mu(£  wrong," 

8o  first  the  right  he  put  into  one  scale ; 

And  then  the  gyant  strove  with  puissance  strong 

To  fill  the  other  scale  with  so  much  wrong : 

But  all  the  wrongs  that  he  therein  couldky 

Miffht  not  it  peise ;  yet  did  he  labour  long. 

Ana  swat,  and  chaurd,  and  proved  eveiy  way : 

Yet  all  the  wrongs  could  not  a  lide  right  downe  way. 
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Which  when  he  saw,  he  ffreatly  grew  in  rage,  47 

And  abnoBt  woold  hiB  balancee  haye  broken : 

But  Artegall  him  fairely  gan  asswage, 

And  said,  "  Be  not  upon  wj  balance  wroken ; 

For  they  do  nought  but  right  or  wrong  betoken ; 

But  in  the  mind  the  doome  of  right  must  bee : 

And  so  likewise  of  words,  the  which  be  spoken. 

The  eare  must  be  the  ballance,  to  decree 

And  iudge,  whether  with  truth  or  falshood  the j  agree. 

**  But  set  the  truth  and  set  the  right  aside,  43 

For  thej  with  wrong  or  falshood  will  not  fare. 

And  put  two  wrongs  together  to  be  tride. 

Or  else  two  falses,  of  each  equal  share. 

And  then  together  doe  them  both  compare; 

For  truth  is  one,  and  ri£[ht  is  ever  one. ' 

So  did  he ;  and  then  plame  it  did  appeare. 

Whether  of  them  the  j^rreater  were  attone: 

But  right  sat  in  the  middest  of  the  beame  alone. 

But  he  the  right  from  thence  did  thrust  away;  49 

For  it  was  not  the  right  which  he  did  seeke : 

But  rather  strove  extremities  to  way, 

Th'  one  to  diminish,  th'  other  for  to  eeke : 

For  of  the  meane  he  greatly  did  misleeke. 

Whom  when  so  lewdly  minded  Tidus  founcL 

Approaching  nigh  unto  him  cheeke  by  cheeke, 

BTe  shouldered  nim  from  off  the  higher  ground, 

And  down  the  rock  him  throwing  m  the  sea  him  dronnd. 

like  as  a  ship,  whom  cruell  tempest  drives  50 

Upon  a  rocke  with  horrible  dismay. 

Her  shattered  ribs  in  thousand  peeces  rives 

And  spoyling  all  her  geares  and  goodly  ray 

Does  make  herselfe  misfortunes  piteous  pray: 

So  downe  the  cliffe  the  wretched  gyant  tumbled ; 

His  battred  ballances  in  peeces  lay, 

His  timbered  bones  all  broken  rudely  rumbled: 

So  was  the  high-aspyring  with  huge  mine  humbled. 

That  when  the  people,  which  had  there  about  61 

Long  wayted,  saw  Lis  sudden  desolation, 

Thev  gan  to  gather  in  tumultuous  rout, 

And  mutining  to  stirre  up  oivill  faction 

For  certaine losse  of  so  great  expectation: 

For  well  they  hoped  to  have  jgot  great  good. 

And  wondrous  nches  by  his  mnovation : 

Therefore  resolving  to  revenue  his  blood. 

They  rose  in  armes,  and  aU  in  battell  order  stood. 
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Wliich  lawlesse  mtiltitade  him  comming  to  63 

In  warlike  wise  when  Artegall  did  vew, 

He  much  was  troubled,  ne  wist  what  to  do*. 

For  loth  he  was  his  noble  hands  t'  embrew 

In  the  base  blood  of  such  a  rascall  crew; 

And  otherwise,  if  that  he  should  retire, 

He  fear'd  lest  they  with  shame  would  him  pursew: 

Therefore  he  Talus  to  them  sent  t'  inquire 

The  cause  of  their  array,  and  truce  for  to  desire. 

But  soone  as  therir  him  nigh  approching  spide,  63 

They  gan  with  all  their  weapons  him  assay. 

And  rudely  stroke  at  him  on  every  side; 

Yet  nought  they  could  him  hurt,  ne  ought  dismay: 

But  when  at  them  he  with  his  flaile  can  lay. 

He  like  a  swarm  of  flyes  them  overthrew: 

Ne  any  of  them  durst  come  in  his  way. 

But  here  and  there  before  his  presence  flew. 

And  hid  themselves  in  holes  and  bushes  from  his  vewf 

As  when  a  faulcon  hath  with  nimble  flight  64 

Flowne  at  a  flush  of  ducks  foreby  the  brooke. 

The  trembling  foule  dismayd  with  dreadfull  sight 

Of  death,  the  which  them  almost  overtooke. 

Doe  hide  themselves  from  her  astonying  looke 

Amongst  the  flags  and  covert  round  about. 

When  Talus  saw  they  all  the  field  forsooke, 

And  none  appear'd  of  all  that  raskall  rout. 

To  Artegall  he  tum*d  and  went  with  him  throughout. 


CANTO  in. 

The  spoiuals  of  falre  Florhnell, 
Where  toniey  many  knighto: 

There  Braggadochio  is  nncas'd 
In  all  the  ladiea  sights. 

Aftbb  long  stormes  and  tempests  over-blowne 
The  sunne  at  length  his  ioyous  face  doth  cleare : 
So  whenas  fortune  all  her  spight  hath  showne. 
Some  blisfuU  houres  at  last  must  needes  appeare ; 
Else  should  afflicted  wights  oft-times  despeure. 
So  comes  it  now  to  Florimell  bv  toume, 
After  long  sorrowes  suffered  whyleare. 
In  which  captiv*d  she  many  moneths  did  moume, 
To  tast  of  ioy,  and  to  wont  pleasures  to  retoume : 
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W5io  being  freed  from  Proteus  cniell  band  2 

By  Marinell  was  unto  him  affide, 

Ajud  by  him  brought  againe  to  Faerie  Land : 

Where  he  her  spous'd,  and  made  his  ioyous  bride. 

The  time  and  place  was  blazed  farre  and  wide. 

And  solemne  reastes  and  giusts  ordain'd  therefore : 

To  which  there  did  resort  from  every  side 

Of  lords  and  ladies  infinite  ffreat  store ; 

Ne  any  knight  was  absent  mat  brare  courage  bore. 

To  tell  the  glorie  of  the  feast  that  day,  8 

The  goodly  service,  the  dericefull  sights, 

The  bridegromes  state,  the  brides  most  rich  any. 

The  pride  of  ladies,  and  the  worth  of  knights. 

The  royall  banquets,  and  the  rare  delights. 

Were  worke  fit  for  an  herauld,  not  for  me : 

But  for  so  much  as  to  my  lot  here  lights, 

That  with  this  present  treatise  doth  agree. 

True  yertue  to  adrance,  shall  here  recounted  bee. 

When  all  men  had  with  frdl  satietie  4 

Of  meates  and  drinkes  their  appetites  suffiz'd. 

To  deedes  of  armes  and  proofe  of  chevalrie 

Th^  gan  themselves  adoresse,  full  rich  aguiz'd. 

As  each  one  had  his  furnitures  deviz'd. 

And  first  of  all  issu'd  Sir  Marinell, 

And  with  him  sixe  knights  more,  which  enterpriz*d 

To  chalenge  all  in  right  of  Florimell, 

And  to  maintaine  tlmt  she  all  others  did  exoelL 

The  first  of  them  was  hight  Sir  Orimont,  5 

A  noble  kniff ht,  and  tride  in  hard  assayes : 

The  second  had  to  name  Sir  Bellisont, 

But  second  unto  none  in  prowesse  ^yse : 

The  third  was  Brunell,  famous  in  his  oayes : 

The  fourth  Ecastor,  of  exceeding  might : 

The  fifl  Armeddan,  skild  in  lovSy  layes : 

The  sixt  was  Lansack,  a  redoubted  kmght : 

All  sixe  well  scene  in  armes,  and  prov'd  in  many  a  fight. 

And  them  against  came  all  that  list  to  giust,  6 

From  erery  coast  and  countrie  under  sunne : 

I^one  was  debard,  but  all  had  leave  that  lust. 

The  trompets  sound ;  then  all  together  ronne. 

Full  many  deeds  of  armes  that  day  were  donne : 

And  many  kni^ts  unhorst,  and  many  wounded. 

As  fortune  fell ;  yet  little  lost  or  wonne : 

But  all  that  day  the  greatest  prayse  redounded 

To  Marinell,  whose  name  the lieralds  loud  resounded. 
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The  second  day,  so  soone  as  morrow  light  7 

Appear'd  in  heaven,  into  the  field  they  came. 

And  there  all  day  continew'd  cruell  fight, 

With  divers  fortune  fit  for  such  a  gume. 

In  which  all  strove  with  perill  to  winne  fame ; 

Yet  whether  side  was  victor  note  be  ghest : 

But  at  the  last  the  trompets  did  proclame 

That  Marinell  that  day  deserved  best. 

So  they  disparted  were,  and  all  men  went  to  rest. 

The  third  day  came,  that  should  due  tiyall  lend  8 

Of  all  the  rest ;  and  then  this  warlike  crew 

Together  met,  of  all  to  make  an  end. 

There  Marinell  great  deeds  of  armes  did  shew; 

And  through  the  thickest  like  a  lyon  flew, 

Bashing  on  helmes,  and  ryving  plates  ascmder ; 

That  every  one  his  daunger  did  eschew: 

8o  terribly  his  dreadiull  strokes  did  thonder. 

That  all  men  stood  amaz'd,  and  at  his  might  did  wonder. 

Bat  what  on  earth  can  alwaieshappie  stand?  0 

The  greater  prowesse  greater  penis  find. 

So  farre  he  past  amongst  his  enemies  band. 

That  tiiey  have  him  enclosed  so  behind. 

As  by  no  meanes  he  can  himselfe  outwind: 

And  now  perforce  they  have  him  prisoner  taken ; 

And  now  mey  doe  wim  captive  bands  him  bind; 

And  now  they  lead  him  hence,  of  all  forsaken, 

Unlesse  some  succour  had  in  time  him  overtaken. 

It  fortun'd  whylest  they  were  tiius  ill  beset,  10 

Sir  Artegall  into  the  tilt-yard  came. 

With  Braggadochio,  whom  he  lately  met 

Upon  the  way  with  that  his  snowy  dame: 

Where  when  he  understood  b}[  common  fame, 

What  evil  hap  to  Marin^  betid, 

He  much  was  mov'd  at  so  unworthie  shame. 

And  streight  that  boaster  prayd,  with  whom  he  rid. 

To  change  his  shield  with  nim,  to  be  the  better  hid. 

So  forth  he  went,  and  soone  them  overhent,  U 

Where  they  were  leading  Marinell  awajr; 

Whom  he  assayld  with  dreadlesse  hardmient. 

And  forst  tlie  burden  of  their  prize  to  stay. 

They  were  an  hundred  knights  of  that  array; 

Of  which  th*  one  halfe  upon  himselfe  did  set, 

The  other  stayd  behind  to  gard  the  pray: 

But  he  ere  long  the  fojiner  fiftie  bet ; 

And  from  the  other  fiftie  soone  the  prisoner  fet. 
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So  backe  he  bron^ht  Sir  Marinell  againe ;  12 

Whom  having  quickly  arm'd  againe  anew. 

They  both  together  ioyned  might  and  maine, 

To  set  afresh  on  all  the  other  crew: 

Whom  with  sore  havocke  soone  they  orerthrew. 

And  chased  quite  out  of  the  field,  that  none 

Against  them  durst  his  head  to  perill  shew. 

So  were  they  left  lords  of  the  field  alone : 

So  Marinell  by  him  was  rescu'd  from  his  fone. 

Which  when  he  had  perform'cL  then  backe  againe  13 

To  Brajzgadochio  did  his  shield  restore : 

Who  afl  this  while  behind  him  did  remaine, 

Keeping  there  close  with  him  in  pretious  store 

That  his  false  ladie,  as  ye  heard  afore. 

Then  did  the  trompets  sound,  and  iudges  rose, 

And  all  these  knights,  which  that  day  armour  bore, 

Game  to  the  open  hall  to  listen  whose 

The  honour  of  the  prize  should  be  adiudged  by  those. 

And  thether  also  came  in  open  sight  14 

Fayre  Florimell  into  the  conunon  hall. 

To  greet  his  ^erdon  unto  erery  knight. 

And  best  to  mm  to  whom  the  best  should  fall. 

Then  for  that  stranger  knight  they  loud  did  call. 

To  whom  that  day  tney  should  the  girlond  yield; 

Who  came  not  forth :  out  for  Sir  Ajrtegall 

Came  Braggadochio,  and  did  shew  his  shield. 

Which  bore  the  sunne  brode  blazed  in  a  golden  field. 

^nie  sight  whereof  did  all  with  gladnesse  fill :  15 

So  xmto  him  they  did  addeeme  the  prise         . 

Of  all  that  tnrumph.    Then  the  trompets  shrul 

Don  Braggadochios  name  resounded  thiise : 

So  courage  lent  a  cloke  to  cowardise : 

And  then  to  him  came  fiiyrest  Florimell, 

And  goodly  gan  to  greete  his  brave  emprise. 

And  thousand  thanies  him  yeeld,  that  had  so  well 

Approv*d  that  day  that  she  all  others  did  excelL 

To  whom  the  boaster,  that  all  knights  did  blot,  16 

With  proud  disdaine  did  scomefim  answere  make, 

That  what  he  did  that  day,  he  did  it  not 

For  her,  but  for  his  owne  deare  ladies  sake, 

Whom  on  his  perill  he  did  undertake 

Both  her  and  eke  all  others  to  exoell : 

And  iurther  did  uncome^  speaches  crake. 

Much  did  his  words  the  gentle  ladie  quell, 

/nH  tum'd  aside  for  shame  to  heare  what  he  did  telL 
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Then  forth  he  brought  his  snowy  Floiimele,  17 

"Whom  Trompart  had  in  keeping  there  beside,     - 

Covered  from  peoples  gazement  with  a  vele : 

Whom  when  oiscover^  they  had  throughly  eido, 

With  grent  amazement  they  were  stupefide ; 

And  said,  that  surely  Florimell  it  was. 

Or  if  it  were  not  Florimell  so  tride, 

That  Florimell  herselfe  she  then  did  pas. 

So  feeble  skill  of  perfect  tj^ngs  the  vulgar  has. 

Which  whenas  Marinell  beheld  likewise,  18 

He  was  therewith  exceedingly  dismay d; 

"Ne  wist  he  what  to  thinke,  or  to  devise : 

But,  like  as  one  whom  feends  had  made  affirayd^ 

He  lonff  astonisht  stood,  ne  ought  he  sayd, 

"Ne  ougnt  he  did,  but  with  fast  fixed  eies 

He  gazed  still  upon  that  snowy  mayd. 

Whom  ever  as  he  did  the  more  avize. 

The  more  to  be  true  Florimell  he  did  surmize. 

As  when  two  sunnes  appeare  in  th*  azure  skye,  19 

Mounted  in  Phoebus  charet  fierie  bright, 

Both  darting  forth  faire  beames  to  each  mans  eye^ 

And  botii  aaom*d  vnth  lampes  of  flaming  light; 

All  that  behold  so  strange  prodigious  signt, 

Kot  knowing  natures  worke,  nor  what  to  weene, 

Are  rapt  m&  wonder  and  with  rare  affiright 

So  stood  Sir  Marinell  when  he  had  seene 

The  semblant  of  this  false  by  his  fiure  beautieB  qneene. 

All  which  when  Artegall,  who  all  this  while  20 

Stood  in  the  preasse  dose  covered,  well  advewed. 

And  saw  that  boasters  pride  and  gracelesse  guile, 

He  could  no  longer  beare,  but  forth  issewed. 

And  unto  all  himselfe  there  open  shewed, 

And  to  the  boaster  said ;  **  Thou  losell  base. 

That  hast  with  borrowea  plumes  thyselfe  endewed. 

And  others  worth  with  leasings  doest  de&ce. 

When  they  are  all  restor'd  thou  shalt  rest  in  disgrace. 

**  That  shield,  which  thou  doest  beare,  was  it  indeed        21 

Which  this  dayes  honour  sav*d  to  Marinell ; 

But  not  that  arme,  nor  thou  the  man  I  reed. 

Which  didst  that  service  unto  Florimell: 

For  proofe  shew  forth  thy  sword,  and  let  it  tell 

What  strokes,  what  dreadfull  stoure,  it  stird  this  day t 

Or  shew  the  'wounds  which  unto  thee  befell ; 

Or  shew  the  sweat  vrith  which  thou  diddest  sway 

So  sharpe  a  battell,  that  so  many  did  dismay. 
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"  Bat  thifl  the  sword  wkicli  wTought  those  craell  stounds,  22 

And  this  the  arme  the  which  that  shield  did  beare, 

And  these  the  signs,"  (so  shewed  forth  his  wounds,) 

**  By  which  that  gloiie  gotten  doth  appeare. 

As  for  this  ladie,  which  ne  sheweth  here. 

Is  not  (I  wager)  Florimell  at  all ; 

Bat  some  fajre  franiont  fit  for  such  a  fere. 

That  by  misfortune  in  his  hand  did  faU." 

For  proofe  whereof  he  bad  them  Fbrimell  forth  calL 

So  forth  the  noble  ladle  was  ybrought,  23 

Adom'd  with  honor  and  all  comely  grace : 

Whereto  her  bashftdl  shamefastnesse  ywrought 

A  great  increase  in  her  faire  blushing  face ; 

As  roses  did  with  lillies  interlace : 

For  of  those  words,  the  which  that  boaster  threw, 

She  inly  yet  conceired  great  disgrace : 

Whom  wnenas  all  the  neople  such  did  vew, 

They  shouted  loud,  ana  signes  of  gladnesse  all  did  shew. 

Then  did  he  set  her  Vy  that  snowy  one,  24 

Like  the  true  saint  beside  the  image  set ; 

Of  both  their  beauties  to  make  paragone 

And  triall,  whether  should  the  honor  get. 

Streightway,  so  soone  as  both  together  met, 

Th*  enchaunted  damzell  vanisht  mto  nou^t: 

Her  snowy  substance  melted  as  with  heat, 

Ne  of  that  goodly  hew  remayned  oagh^ 

But  th*  emptie  girdle  which  about  her  wast  was  wrought. 

As  when  the  daughter  of  Thaumantes  faire  26 

Hath  in  a  watiy  cloud  displayed  wide 

Her  goodly  bow,  which  paints  the  liquid  ayre; 

That  all  men  wonder  at  her  colours^ride; 

All  suddenly,  ere  one  can  looke  asiae. 

The  glorious  picture  yanisheth  away, 

Ne  any  token  doth  thereof  abide : 

So  did  this  ladies  goodly  forme  deca^. 

And  into  nothing  goe,  ere  one  could  it  bewray. 

Which  whenas  all  that  present  were  beheld,  26 

They  stricken  were  with  great  astonishment. 

And  their  faint  harts  with  senselesse  horrour  gueld, 

To  see  the  thing,  that  seem'd  so  excellent, 

So  stolen  from  their  fancies  wonderment ; 

That  what  of  it  became  none  understood : 

And  Braggadochio  selfe  with  drenriment 

So  daunted  was  in  his  despeynng  mood, 

That  like  a  lifelesse  corse  munoyeable  he  stood. 


y  Google 


560  THE  PABBIE  QUBBVB. 

But  Artegall  that  golden  belt  uptooke, 
The  which  of  all  her  spoyle  was  onely  left; 
Which  was  not  hers,  as  many  it  mistooke, 
But  Florimells  owne  girdle,  from  her  reft 
While  she  was  flying,  like  a  weary  weft, 
From  that  foule  monster  which  did  her  compell 
To  perills  great ;  which  he  unbuckling  eft 
Presented  to  the  fayrest  Florimell ; 
Who  round  about  her  tender  wast  it  fitted  weU. 

Full  many  ladiea  often  had  assayd  23 

About  their  middles  that  faire  belt  to  knit; 

And  many  a  one  suppos'd  to  be  a  mayd : 

Yet  it  to  none  of  all  their  loynes  would  fit, 

Till  Florimell  about  her  fastned  it 

Such  power  it  had,  that  to  no  womans  wast 

By  any  skill  or  labour  it  would  fit, 

Unlesse  that  she  were  continent  and  chast: 

But  it  would  lose  or  breake,  that  many  had  disgrast 

Whilest  thus  they  busied  were  bout  Florimell,  29 

And  boastftdl  Bra^gadochio  to  defame. 

Sir  Ghiyon,  as  by  fortune  then  befell. 

Forth  from  the  thickest  preasse  of  people  came, 

His  owne  good  steed,  wmch  he  had  stolne,  to  clame; 

And,  th*  one  hand  seizing  on  his  ^Iden  bit, 

With  th'  other  drew  his  sword :  lor  with  the  same 

He  meant  the  thiefe  there  deadly  to  have  smit : 

And,  had  he  not  bene  held,  he  nought  had  fiiyld  of  it 

Thereof  great  hurly  burly  moved  was  SO 

Throughout  the  hsdl  for  that  same  warlike  horse: 

For  Braggadochio  would  not  let  him  pas ; 

And  Guyon  would  hun  algates  have  florae. 

Or  it  approve  upon  his  carrion  corse. 

Which  troublous  stirre  when  Artegall  perceived. 

He  nigh  Uiem  drew  to  stay  th'  avengers  forse ; 

And  gan  inquire  how  was  that  steed  bereaved, 

WheSier  by  might  extort,  or  else  by  slight  deceaved. 

Who  all  that  piteous  storie,  which  befell  31 

About  that  woftdl  couple  which  were  slaine, 

And  ilieir  youn^  bloodie  babe  to  him  san  tell ; 

With  whom  whiles  he  did  in  the  wood  remaine, 

His  horse  purloyned  was  by  subtiU  traine; 

For  which  ne  chalenged  the  thiefe  to  fight: 

But  he  for  nousht  could  him  thereto  constraine ; 

For  as  Uie  death  he  hated  such  despight. 

And  rather  bad  to  lose  than  trie  in  armes  bis  lifi^t 
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^ATiich  Artegall  well  hearing,  (tJiough  no  more  32 

By  law  of  armes  there  neede  ones  nght  to  trie, 

Aj8  waa  the  wont  of  wariike  knighta  of  vore, 

Then  that  his  foe  should  him  the  field  denie,) 

Yet  further  right  bj  tokens  to  descrie. 

He  askt,  what  privie  tokens  he  did  beare. 

"  If  that,"  said  Guyon,  "  may  you  satisfie, 

Within  his  mouth  a  blacke  spot  doth  appeare, 

Shapt  like  a  horses  shoe,  who  list  to  seeke  it  tiiere." 

Whereof  to  make  due  tryall  one  did  take  33 

The  horse  in  hand  within  his  mouth  to  looke : 

But  with  his  heeles  so  sorely  he  him  strake, 

That  all  his  ribs  he  quite  in  peeces  broke, 

That  never  word  fi^)m  that  day  forth  he  spoke. 

Another,  that  would  seeme  to  have  more  wit, 

Him  by  the  bright  embrodered  hedstall  tooke : 

But  by  the  shomder  him  so  sore  he  bit. 

That  he  him  maymed  quite,  and  all  his  shoulder  split. 

Ne  he  his  mouth  would  open  unto  wight,  34 

Untill  that  Guyon  selfe  unto  him  spake. 

And  called  Brigadore,  (so  was  he  hight,) 

Whose  voice  so  soone  as  he  did  undertiEike, 

Eftsoones  he  stood  as  still  as  any  stake. 

And  sufired  all  his  secret  marke  to  see : 

And,  whenas  he  him  nam*d,  for  ioy  he  Drake 

His  bands,  and  followed  him  with  glad  full  glee. 

And  friskl^  and  flong  aloft,  and  louted  low  on  knee. 

Thereby  Sir  Artegall  did  plaine  areed,  35 

That  unto  him  the  horse  belonged ;  and  sayd, 

**  Lo  there,  Sir  Guyon,  take  to  you  the  steed, 

As  he  with  golden  saddle  is  arayd ; 

And  let  that  losell,  plainely  now  displayd. 

Hence  fare  on  foot,  till  he  an  horse  nave  gayned.** 

But  the  proud  boaster  gan  his  doome  upbrayd. 

And  him  revil'd,  and  rated,  and  disdayned. 

That  iudgement  so  uniust  against  him  had  ordayned. 

Much  was  the  knight  incenst  with  his  lewd  word,  36 

To  have  revenged  that  his  villeny ; 
And  thrice  didlay  his  hand  upon  his  sword. 
To  have  him  slaine,  or  dearely  doen  aby : 
But  Guyon  did  his  choler  pacify. 
Saying,  "  Sir  knight,  it  would  dishonour  bee 
To  you  that  are  our  iudge  of  equity, 
Te  wreake  your  wrath  on  such  a  carle  as  hee : 
It's  punishment  enough  that  all  his  shame  doe  see." 
oo 
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So  did  he  mitkate  Sir  Artegall ; 

But  Talus  by  the  backe  the  Doaster  hent, 

And  drawin|r  him  out  of  the  open  hall 

Upon  him  did  inflict  this  pimishment: 

First  he  his  beard  did  shave,  and  fowly  shent ; 

Then  from  him  reft  his  shield,  and  it  renverst. 

And  blotted  out  his  armes  with  falshood  blent; 

And  himselfe  bafiuld,  and  his  armes  unherst ; 

And  broke  his  sword  in  twaine,  and  all  his  armour  SDerst. 

The  whiles  his  guilefuU  groome  was  fled  away ;  38 

But  value  it  was  to  thinke  from  him  to  flie : 

Who  overtaking  him  did  disaray, 

And  all  his  face  deform*d  with  infamie 

And  out  of  court  him  scourged  openlv. 

So  ought  all  faytours,  that  true  knighthood  shame. 

And  armes  distonour  with  base  villanie. 

From  all  brave  knights  be  banisht  with  defame : 

For  oft  their  lewdness  blotteth  good  deserts  with  blame. 

Kow  when  these  counterfeits  were  thus  uncaAed  39 

Out  of  the  foreside  of  their  forgerie. 

And  in  the  sight  of  all  men  cleane  disgraced. 

All  ffan  to  iest  and  gibe  full  merilie 

At  the  remembrance  of  their  knaverie: 

Ladies  can  laugh  at  ladies,  knights  at  knights, 

To  thinke  with  how  great  vaunt  of  bravene 

He  them  abused  through  his  subtill  slights, 

And  what  a  glorious  shew  he  made  in  aU  their  sights. 

There  leave  we  them  in  pleasure  and  repast^  40 

Spending:  their  ioyoua  dayes  and  gladful  nights. 

And  taking  usuric  of  time  forepast, 

With  aU  deare  dehces  and  rare  delights. 

Fit  for  such  ladies  and  such  lovely  knights : 

And  tume  we  here  to  this  faire  furrowes  end 

Our  wearie  yokes,  to  gather  fresher  sprights, 

That,  whenas  time  to  Artegall  shall  tend, 

We  on  his  first  adventure  may  him  forward  send. 
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CANTO  IV. 

ArtdgaU  dealeth  right  betwixt 

Two  brethren  that  doe  etrire : 
Saves  Terpine  fVom  the  gallow  tree, 

And  doth  from  death  reprire. 

Whoso  upon  himselfe  will  take  the  skill  1 

True  iustice  unto  people  to  divide, 

Had  need  have  mightie  hands  for  to  fulfill 

That  which  he  dotla  with  righteous  doome  decide, 

And  for  to  maister  wrong  and  puissant  pride : 

For  vaine  it  is  to  deeme  of  things  aright, 

And  makes  wrong  doers  iustice  to  deride, 

Unlesse  it  he  perform'd  with  dreadlesse  might : 

For  powre  is  the  right  hand  of  iustice  truely  hight. 

Therefore  whvlome  to  knights  of  great  emprise  2 

The  charge  of  iustice  given  was  in  trust. 

That  they  mi^ht  execute  her  iudgements  wise, 

And  with  their  mi^ht  beat  downe  licentious  lust, 

Which  proudly  did  impusne  her  sentence  iust ; 

Whereof  no  braver  president  this  day 

Remaines  on  earth,  preserved  from  yron  rust 

Of  rude  obUvion  ana  long  times  decay, 

Then  this  of  Artegall,  wBch  here  we  have  to  say. 

Who  having  lately  left  that  lovely  payre,  3 

Enlincked  last  in  wedlockes  loyall  bond. 

Bold  Marinell  with  Florimell  tne  fayre. 

With  whom  great  feast  and  goodly  glee  he  fond, 

Departed  from  the  castle  of  the  strond 

To  follow  his  adventures  first  intent, 

Which  long  agoe  he  taken  had  in  bond:  , 

Ke  wight  with  him  for  his  assistanoe  went, 

But  tmit  great  yron  groome,  his  gard  and  government : 

With  whom,  as  he  did  passe  by  the  sea-shore,  4 

He  chaunst  to  come  whereas  two  comely  squires, 
Both  brethren  whom  one  wombe  together  bore. 
But  stirred  up  with  different  desires. 
Together  strove,  and  kindled  wrathfull  QreB : 
And  them  beside  two  seemely  damsels  stood. 
By  all  meanes  seeking  to  asswage  their  ires, 
Now  with  faire  words ;  but  words  did  little  good ;    [mood. 
Now  with  aharpe  threats;  but  threats  the  more  ini^reast  their 
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And  there  before  them  stood  a  coffer  strong 
Fast  bound  on  every  side  with  iron  bands. 
But  seeming  to  have  suffred  mickle  wi'ong, 
Either  by  being  wreckt  uppon  the  sands, 
Or  being  carried  farre  from  forrainc  lands : 
Seem'd  that  for  it  these  squires  at  ods  did  fall, 
And  bent  against  themselves  their  cruell  hands ; 
But  evermore  those  damzels  did  forestall 
Their  furious  encounter,  and  their  fiercenesse  palL 

But  firmelj^  fixt  they  were  with  dint  of  sword 

And  battailes  doubtful!  proofe  their  rights  to  try ; 

Ne  other  end  their  fury  would  afford. 

But  what  to  them  fortune  would  iustify: 

So  stood  they  both  in  readinesse  thereoy 

To  ioyne  the  combate  with  cruell  intent: 

"When  Artegall  arriving  happily 

Did  stay  awhile  their  greedy  bickcrment. 

Till  he  had  questioned  the  cause  of  their  dissent. 

To  whom  the  elder  did  this  aunswere  frame ; 

*'  Tlien  weet  ye,  sir,  that  we  two  brethren  be, 

To  whom  our  sire,  Milesio  by  name. 

Did  equally  bequeath  his  lands  in  fee. 

Two  islands,  which  ve  there  before  you  see 

Not  farre  in  sea ;  of  which  the  one  appeares 

But  like  a  Httle  mount  of  small  degree ; 

Yet  was  as  great  and  wide  ere  many  yeares, 

As  that  same  other  isle,  that  greater  bredth  now  bearcs. 

**  But  tract  of  time,  that  all  things  doth  decay. 

And  this  devouring  sea,  that  nought  doth  spare. 

The  most  part  of  my  land  hath  washt  away, 

And  throwne  it  up  unto  my  brothers  share : 

So  his  encreased,  out  mine  did  empaire. 

Before  which  time  I  lov*d  as  was  my  lot. 

That  further  mayd,  hight  Philtera  the  faire, 

With  whom  a  goondly  doure  I  should  have  got. 

And  should  have  ioyned  bene  to  her  in  wealocks  knot 

**  Then  did  my  younger  brother  Amidaa 

Love  that  same  other  damzell,  Lucy  bright, 

To  whom  but  little  dowre  allotted  w  as : 

Her  vertue  was  the  dowre  that  did  delight: 

"What  better  dowre  can  to  a  dame  be  hightP 

But  now,  when  Philtra  saw  my  lands  decay 

And  former  Uvel'od  fayle,  she  left  me  quight, 

And  to  my  brother  did  elope  streightway: 

Who^  takmg  her  from  me,  Ids  o?me  love  left  astraj. 
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"  She,  seeing  then  herselfe  forsaken  so,  10 

Through  dolorous  despaire  which  she  conceyved, 

Into  the  sea  herselfe  aid  headlong  throw, 

Thinking  to  have  hergriefe  by  death  bereaved; 

But  see  how  much  her  purpose  was  deceived ! 

Whilest  thus,  amidst  the  billowes  beating  of  her, 

Twixt  hfe  and  death  long  to  and  fro  she  weavod. 

She  chaunst  un wares  to  Tight  upon  this  coffer, 

Which  to  her  in  that  daunger  hope  of  life  did  offer. 

"  The  wretched  mayd,  that  earst  desir'd  to  die,  11 

Whenas  the  paine  of  death  she  tasted  had. 

And  but  halfe  scene  his  u^ly  visnomie, 

Gan  to  repent  that  she  had  beene  so  mad 

For  any  death  to  chaun^e  life,  though  most  bad : 

And  catching  hold  of  this  sea-beaten  chest, 

(The  lucky  pylot  of  her  passage  sad,) 

After  long  tossing  in  the  seas  distrest, 

Her  weary  barke  at  last  uppon  mine  isle  did  rest. 

"  Where  I  by  chaunce  then  wandring  on  the  shore  13 

Did  her  espy,  and  through  my  good  endevour 

From  dreadifuU  mouth  of  death,  which  threatned  sore 

Her  to  have  swallow'd  up,  did  helpe  to  save  her. 

Slie  then,  in  recompence  of  that  great  favour, 

Wiiich  I  on  her  bestowd,  bestowed  on  me 

The  portion  of  that  good  which  fortune  gave  her. 

Together  with  herselfe  in  dowry  free ; 

Both  goodly  portions,  but  of  both  the  better  she. 

**  Yet  in  this  coffer  which  she  with  her  brought  13 

Great  threasure  sithence  we  did  finde  contained; 

Which  as  our  owne  we  tooke,  and  so  it  thought ; 

But  this  same  other  damzell  since  hath  fained 

That  to  herselfe  that  threasure  appertained ; 

And  that  she  did  transport  the  same  by  sea, 

To  bring  it  to  her  hiisband  new  ordained, 

But  suffred  cruell  shipwracke  by  the  way : 

But,  whether  it  be  so  or  no,  I  cannot  say. 

"  But,  whether  it  indeede  be  so  or  no,  14 

This  doe  I  say,  that  whatso  good  or  ill 
Or  God,  or  fortune,  unto  me  did  throw, 

iNot  wronging  any  other  by  mv  will,) 
'.  hold  mine  owne,  and  so  will  hold  it  stilL 


And  though  my  land  he  first  did  winne  away. 
And  then  my  love,  (though  now  it  httle  skill,) 
Yet  my  good  lucke  ne  slmll  not  likewise  pray; 
But  I  wul  it  defend  whilst  ever  that  I  may. 
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So  having  sayd,  the  younger  did  ensew ;  1 5 

"  Full  true  it  is  whatso  about  our  land 

My  brother  here  declared  hath  to  you: 

But  not  for  it  this  ods  twiit  us  doth  stand, 

But  for  this  threasure  throwne  uppon  his  strand ; 

Which  well  I  prove,  as  shall  appeore  by  triall. 

To  be  this  maides  with  whom  1  iastnea  hand, 

Known  by  good  markes  and  perfect  ^ood  espiall : 

Therefore  it  ought  be  rendred  her  without  deniall.*' 

"When  they  thus  ended  had,  I3ie  knight  began ;  IG 

**  Certes  your  strife  were  easie  to  accord. 

Would  ye  remit  it  to  some  righteous  man." 

"Unto  yourselfe,"  said  they,  "  we  give  our  word, 

To  bide  that  iudgement  ye  shall  us  aflford." 

"  Then  for  assurance  to  my  doome  to  stand. 

Under  my  foote  let  each  lay  downe  his  sword ; 

And  then  you  shall  my  sentence  understand." 

So  each  of  them  layd  downe  his  sword  out  of  his  hand. 

Then  Artegall  thus  to  the  younger  sayd ;  17 

"  Now  tell  me,  Amidas,  if  that  ve  may, 

Your  brothers  land  the  which  the  sea  hath  layd 

Unto  your  part,  and  nluckt  from  his  away, 

By  what  good  right  doe  you  withhold  this  day?" 

'*  What  other  right,"  quoth  he,  "  should  you  esteeme, 

But  that  the  sea  it  to  my  share  did  lay  P" 

"  Your  right  is  good,"  sayd  he,  "  and  so  I  deeme, 

That  what  the  sea  unto  you  sent  your  owne  should  seeme." 

Then  tumin^j  to  the  elder,  thus  he  sayd;  18 

**  Now,  Bracidas,  let  this  likewise  be  ehowne ; 

Your  brothers  threasure,  which  from  him  is  strayd, 

Being  the  dowry  of  his  wife  well  knowne, 

By  what  right  doe  you  claime  to  be  your  owneP" 

**  What  other  right,"  guoth  he,  "  should  you  esteeme. 

But  that  the  sea  hath  it  unto  me  throwne  P" 

**  Your  right  is  good,"  sayd  he,  "  and  so  I  deeme. 

That  what  the  sea  unto  you  sent  your  owne  should  seeme. 

**  For  equall  right  in  equall  things  doth  stand :  19 

For  what  the  mighty  sea  hath  once  possest, 

And  plucked  quite  irom  all  possessors  hand, 

Whether  by  rage  of  waves  tliat  never  rest. 

Or  else  by  wracke  that  wretches  hath  distrest, 

He  may  dispose  by  his  imperiall  might. 

As  thin^  at  randon  left,  to  whom  he  lipt. 

So,  Amidas,  the  land  was  yours  first  hight ; 

And  so  the  threasure  yours  is,  Bracidas,  by  right.** 
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lAThen  he  his  sentence  thus  pronounced  had,  20 

IBoth  Amidas  and  Philtra  were  diapleased ; 

Sut  Bracidas  and  Lucv  were  right  glad, 

And  on  the  threasure  by  that  iudgement  seased. 

So  was  their  discord  by  this  doome  appealed, 

And  each  one  had  his  right.    Then  iitegall, 

"Whenas  their  sharpe  contention  he  had  ceased, 

Departed  on  his  way,  as  did  befall, 

To  follow  his  old  quest,  the  which  him  forth  did  calL 

So,  as  he  travelled  uppon  the  way,  21 

He  chaunst  to  come,  where  happily  he  spide 

A  rout  of  many  people  farre  away; 

To  whom  his  course  he  hastily  applide. 

To  weete  the  cause  of  their  assemolaunce  wide : 

To  whom  when  he  approched  neare  in  sight, 

(An  uncouth  sight,  (he  plainely  then  descride 

To  be  a  troupe  of  women,  warlike  dight, 

With  weapons  in  their  hands,  as  ready  for  to  fijht: 

And  in  the  midst  of  them  he  saw  a  knight,  22 

With  both  his  hands  behinde  him  pinnoed  hard* 

And  round  about  his  necke  an  halter  tight. 

And  ready  for  the  gallow  tree  prepard : 

His  face  was  covered,  and  his  head  was  bar'd. 

That  who  he  was  uneath  was  to  descry; 

And  with  full  heavy  heart  with  them  he  far'd, 

Griev'd  to  the  soule,  and  groning  inwardly. 

That  he  of  womens  hands  so  base  a  death  should  dy. 

But  they,  like  tyrants  merdlesse,  the  more  23 

Beioyced  at  his  miserable  case. 

And  him  reviled,  and  reproched  sore 

With  bitter  taunts  and  termes  of  vile  disgrace: 

Now  whenas  ArtegaU,  arriv'd  in  place. 

Did  aske  what  cause  brought  that  man  to  decay, 

Tliey  round  about  him  gan  to  swarm  apace, 

Meaning  on  him  their  cruell  hands  to  lay. 

And  to  have  wrought  unwares  some  villanous  assay. 

But  he  was  soon  aware  of  their  ill  minde,  24 

And  drawing  backe  deceived  their  intent : 

Yet,  though  himselfe  did  shame  on  womankinde 

His  mighty  hand  to  shend,  he  Talus  sent 

To  wrecke  on  them  their  follies  hardyment : 

Who  with  few  sowces  of  his  yron  flafe 

Dispersed  all  their  troupe  incontinent. 

And  sent  them  home  to  tell  a  piteous  tale 

Of  th^  vtine  prowesse  turned  to  their  proper  balet 
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But  that  same  wretched  man,  ordaynd  to  die,  2d 

They  left  behind  them,  glad  to  be  so  quit: 

Him  Talus  tooke  out  of  perplexitie. 

And  horror  of  fowle  death  for  knight  unfit. 

Who  more  than  losse  of  life  ydreaded  it; 

And,  him  restoring  unto  living  light. 

So  brought  unto  his  lord,  where  he  did  sit 

Beholding  all  that  womanish  weake  fight ; 

Whom  soone  as  he  beheld  he  knew,  and  thus  behi^ht ; 

**  Sir  Turpine,  haplesse  man,  what  make  you  here  P  23 

Or  have  you  lost  yourselfe  and  your  discretion. 

That  ever  in  this  wretched  case  ve  were? 

Or  have  ye  yeelded  vou  to  proude  oppression 

Of  womens  powre,  that  boast  of  mens  subiection? 

Or  else  what  other  deadly  dismall  day 

Is  falne  on  you  by  heavens  hard  direction. 

That  ye  were  runne  so  fondly  far  astray 

As  for  to  lead  yourselfe  unto  your  owne  decay  ?" 

Much  was  the  man  confounded  in  his  mind,  27 

Partly  with  shame,  and  partly  with  dismay, 

That  all  astonisht  he  himselfe  did  find. 

And  little  had  for  his  excuse  to  say, 

But  onely  thus ;  "  Most  haplesse  well  ye  may 

Me  iustly  terme,  that  to  this  shame  am  brought, 

And  made  the  scome  of  knighthood  this  same  day: 

But  who  can  scape  what  his  owne  fate  hath  wrought? 

The  worke  of  heavens  will  surpasseth  humaine  thought." 

"  Bight  true :  but  faulty  men  use  oftentimes  28 

To  attribute  their  folly  unto  fate. 

And  lay  on  heaven  the  guilt  of  their  owne  crimeai 

But  tell.  Sir  Terpin,  ne  let  you  amate 

Your  misery,  how  fell  ye  in  this  state  P" 

"  Then  sith  .ye  needs,"  quoth  he,  "  will  know  my  shame, 

And  all  the  ill  which  chaunst  to  me  of  late, 

I  shortly  wiU  to  you  rehearse  the  same. 

In  hope  ye  will  not  tume  misfortune  to  my  blame. 

'•  Being  desirous  (as  all  knights  are  woont)  2D 

Through  hard  adventures  deedes  of  annes  to  tiy. 

And  after  fame  and  honour  for  to  hunt, 

I  heard  report  that  farre  abrode  did  fly. 

That  a  proud  amazon  did  late  defy 

All  the  orave  knights  that  hold  of  Maidenhead, 

And  unto  them  wrought  all  the  villany 

That  she  could  forge  m  her  malicious  head. 

Which  some  hath  put  to  shame,  and  many  done  he  dead. 
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*'  The  oanse,  they  say,  of  this  her  craell  hate,  80 

Is  for  the  sake  of  Bellodant  the  bold, 

To  whom  she  bore  most  fervent  love  of  late, 

And  wooed  him  by  all  the  waies  she  could : 

But»  when  she  saw  at  last  that  he  ne  would 

For  ought  or  nought  be  wonne  unto  her  will, 

She  tum'd  her  love  to  hatred  manifold. 

And  for  his  sake  vow*d  to  doe  all  the  ill 

Which  she  could  doe  to  knights ;  which  now  she  doth  fulfill. 

"  For  all  those  knights,  the  which  by  force  or  guile  31 

She  doth  subdue,  she  fowly  doth  entreate : 

First,  she  doth  them  of  warlike  armes  despoile, 

And  cloth  in  womens  weedes ;  and  then  with  threat 

Doth  them  compell  to  worke.  to  earne  their  meat, 

To  spin,  to  card,  to  sew,  to  wash,  to  wring ; 

Ne  doth  she  give  them  other  thing  to  eat 

But  bread  and  water  or  like  feeble  thin^ ; 

Them  to  disable  from  revenge  adventurmg. 

"  But  if  through  stout  disdaine  of  manly  mind  32 

Any  her  proud  obscrvaunce  will  withstand, 

XJppon  that  gibbet,  which  is  there  behind. 

She  causeth  them  be  hang'd  up  out  of  hand; 

In  which  condition  I  right  now  did  stand: 

For,  being  overcome  by  her  in  fight. 

And  put  to  that  base  service  of  her  band, 

I  rather  chose  to  die  in  lives  despight. 

Then  lead  that  shamefull  life,  unworthy  of  a  knight." 

"  How  hight  that  amazon,''  sayd  Artegall,  33 

"  And  where  and  how  far  hence  does  she  abide  P" 

"  Her  nai^,*'  quoth  he,  "  they  Badigund  doe  call, 

A  princesse  of  great  powre  and  greater  pride, 

And  queene  of  amazons,  in  armes  well  tride 

And  sundry  battels,  which  she  hath  achieved 

With  great  successe,  that  her  hath  glori fide. 

And  made  her  famous,  more  then  is  believed ; 

Ne  would  I  it  have  ween'd  had  I  not  late  it  prieved." 

"  Now  sure,"  said  he,  "  and  by  the  faith  that  I  34 

To  Maydenhead  and  noble  knighthood  owe, 

I  will  not  rest  till  I  her  might  doe  trie. 

And  venge  the  shame  that  she  to  knights  doth  show. 

Therefore,  Sir  Terpin,  from  you  lightly  throw 

This  squalid  weede,  the  patteme  of  dispaire. 

And  wend  with  me,  that  ye  may  see  and  know 

How  fortune  will  your  ruin'd  name  repaire  [empaire.** 

And   knights  of  Maidenhead,  whose  praise   she  would 
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With  that,  like  one  that  hopelesse  was  repryv'd  35 

From  deathes  dore  at  which  he  lately  lay, 

Those  yron  fetters  wherewith  he  was  f(yy*d. 

The  badpces  of  reproch  he  threw  away, 

And  nimbly  did  him  dij^t  to  guide  tbe  way 

Unto  the  dwelling  of  that  amazone : 

Which  was  from  thence  not  past  a  mile  op  tway ; 

A.  goodly  citty  and  a  mighty  one. 

The  which,  other  owne  name,  she  called  Badegone. 

Where  they  arriving  by  the  watchmen  were  36 

Descried  streight ;  who  all  the  citty  warned 

How  that  three  warlike  persons  did  appeare, 

Of  which  the  one  him  seem'd  a  knight  all  armed. 

And  th'  other  two  well  likelr  to  have  harmed. 

Eflsoones  the  people  all  to  uamesse  ran, 

And  like  a  sort  of  Dees  in  clusters  swarmed : 

Ere  long  their  queene  herselfe,  halfe  Uke  a  man. 

Came  forth  into  the  rout,  and  them  t'  array  began. 

And  now  the  knights,  being  arrived  neare,  37 

Did  beat  nppon  the  gates  to  enter  in ; 

And  at  the  porter,  skoming  them  so  few, 

Threw  many  threats,  if  they  the  towne  did  win. 

To  teare  his  flesh  in  pieces  for  his  sin : 

Which  whenas  Eadigund  there  comming  heard. 

Her  heart  for  rage  md  grate,  and  teeth  did  grin : 

She  bad  that  streight  the  gates  should  be  unoard. 

And  to  them  way  to  make  with  weapons  well  prepard. 

Soone  as  the  gates  were  open  to  them  set,  38 

They  pressed  forward,  entraunce  to  have  made : 

But  in  the  middle  vray  they  were  ymet  . 

With  a  sharpe  showre  of  arrowes,  which  them  staid, 

And  better  bad  advise,  ere  they  assaid 

IJnknowen  periU  of  bold  womens  pride. 

Then  all  that  rout  uppon  them  rudely  laid. 

And  heaped  strokes  so  fast  on  ererv  side. 

And  arrowes  haild  so  thicke,  that  they  could  not  abide. 

But  Eadigund  herselfe,  when  she  espide  39 

Sir  Terpin  from  her  direfull  doome  acquit 

So  cruell  doale  amongst  her  maides  divide, 

T*  Avenge  that  shame  they  did  on  him  commit. 

All  sodainelj  enflam'd  with  furious  iM 

Like  a  fell  lionesse  at  him  she  flew. 

And  on  his  head-piece  him  so  fiercely  sroit, 

That  to  the  ground  him  ouite  she  overthrew, 

Dismayd  so  with  the  stroke  that  he  no  colours  knew* 
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Soone  as  she  saw  him  on  the  ground  to  ffrorell,  40 

She  lightly  to  him  leapt ;  andt  in  his  necke 

Her  proud  foote  setting,  at  his  head  did  leveU, 

Weening  at  once  her  wrath  on  him  to  wreake, 

And  his  contempt,  that  did  her  iudgment  breake : 

As  when  a  beare  hath  seiz'd  her  cruell  clawes 

Uppon  the  carkasse  of  some  beast  too  weake, 

Proudly  stands  over,  and  awhile  doth  pause 

To  heare  the  piteous  beast  pleading  her  plaintiffe  catisc. 

Whom  whenas  Artegall  in  that  distresse  41 

By  chaunce  beheld,  he  left  the  bloudy  slaughter 

In  which  he  swam,  and  ranne  to  his  redrcsse : 

There  her  assayling  fiercely  fresh  he  raught  her 

Such  an  huge  stroke,  that  it  of  sence  distraught  her ;  i 

And,  had  she  not  it  warded  warily,  1 

It  had  depriv'd  her  mother  of  a  daughter :  ] 

NathJesse  for  all  the  powre  she  did  apply  j 

It  made  her  stagger  oft,  and  stare  with  ghastly  eye. 

Like  to  an  eagle,  in  his  kingly  pride  42  j 

Soring  throu^  his  wide  empire  of  the  aire,  j 

To  weather  his  brode  sailes,  oy  chaunce  hath  spide  j 
A  goshauke,  which  hath  seized  for  her  share 

Uppon  some  fowle,  that  should  her  feast  prepare ;  i 

"VN  ith  dreadfull  force  he  flies  at  her  byUve,  ' 

That  with  his  souce,  which  none  enduren  dare,  i 

Her  from  the  quarry  he  away  doth  drive,  • 

And  from  her  griping  pounce  the  greedy  prey  doth  rive.  j 

But,  soone  as  she  her  sence  recovered  had,  43 

She  fiercely  towards  him  herselfe  gan  dight, 

Through  vengeful  wrath  and  sdeignfuU  pride  half  mad ; 

Por  never  had  she  sufired  such  despi^ht : 

But,  ere  she  could  ioyne  hand  with  him  to  fight, 

Her  warlike  maides  about  her  flockt  so  fast, 

That  they  disparted  them,  maugre  their  might, 

And  with  their  troupes  did  far  asunder  cast : 

But  mongst  the  rest  the  fight  did  untill  evening  lost. 

And  every  while  that  mighty  jron  man,  44 

With  his  strange  weapon,  never  wont  in  warre. 

Them  sorely  vext,  ana  courst,  and  over-ran, 

And  broke  their  bowes,  and  did  their  shooting  marre 

That  none  of  all  the  many  once  did  darre 

Him  to  assault,  nor  once  approach  him  nie ; 

But  like  a  sort  of  sheepe  dispersed  farre. 

For  dread  of  their  devouring  enemie, 

Through  all  the  fields  and  vallies  did  before  him  file. 
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But  whenas  dales  faire  skinie  beame»  ydowded  43 

With  fearefull  shadowes  of  deformed  night, 

Wam'd  man  and  beast  in  quiet  rest  be  shrowded. 

Bold  Eadiffund  with  souna  of  trumpe  on  hif^ht, 

Causd  all  her  people  to  surcease  from  fight; 

And,  gathering  them  unto  her  citticMS  gate, 

Made  them  all  enter  in  before  her  sight ; 

And  all  the  wounded,  and  the  weake  in  state. 

To  be  convayed  in,  ere  she  would  once  retrate. 

When  thus  the  field  was  voided  all  away,  4G 

And  all  things  quieted ;  the  elfin  knight, 

Wearjr  of  toSe  and  travel!  of  that  day, 

Causd  his  pavilion  to  be  richly  pight. 

Before  the  city -gate,  in  open  sight ; 

Where  he  himselfe  did  rest  in  safe^ 

Together  with  Sir  Terpin  all  that  night: 

But  Talus  usde,  in  times  of  ieopardy. 

To  keepe  a  nightly  watch  for  dread  of  treachery. 

But  Eadigund,  full  of  heart-gnawing  griefe  47 

For  the  rebuke  which  she  sustain'd  tnat  day. 

Could  take  no  rest,  ne  would  receive  reUefe ; 

But  tossed  in  her  teoublous  minde  what  way 

She  mote  revenge  that  blot  which  on  her  lay. 

There  she  resolv'd  herselfe  in  single  fight 

To  try  her  fortune,  and  his  force  assa^, 

Bather  than  see  her  people  spoiled  quight, 

Afi  she  had  scene  that  day,  a  disadventerous  sight. 

She  called  forth  to  her  a  trusty  mayd,  4S 

Whom  she  thought  fittest  for  that  businesse : 

Her  name  was  Clarin,  and  thus  to  her  sayd ; 

**  Goe,  damzeU,  quicldv,  doe  thyselfe  adoresse 

To  doe  the  message  which  I  shall  expresse : 

Goe  thou  unto  that  stranger  faery  knight. 

Who  yesterday  drove  us  to  such  distresse; 

Tell,  tnat  to-morrow  I  with  him  will  fight, 

And  try  in  equall  field  whether  hath  greater  might* 

"  But  these  conditions  doe  to  him  propound ;  49 

That,  if  I  vanquishe  him,  he  shall  obay 

My  law,  and  ever  to  my  lore  be  bound ; 

And  so  will  I,  if  me  he  vanquish  may; 

Whatever  he  shall  like  to  doe  or  say : 

Go  streight,  and  take  with  thee  to  witnesse  it 

Sixe  of  thy  fellowcs  of  the  best  array. 

And  beare  with  you  both  wine  and  iuncates  fit. 

And  bid  him  eate :  henceforth  he  oH  shall  hongiy  sit^** 
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Xlie  damzell  strcight  obayd ;  and,  putting  all  50 

Jn  readinesse,  forth  to  tlie  town-gate  went ; 
AVhere,  Bounding  loud  a  trumpet  from  the  wall, 
TJnto  those  warlike  knights  she  warning  sent. 
Then  Talus  forth  issuing  from  the  tent 
TJnto  the  wall  his  way  md  fearlesse  take, 
To  weeten  what  that  trumpets  sounding  ment : 
Where  that  same  damzell  lowdly  him  bespake, 
,  And  shew'd  that  with  his  lord  she  would  emparlaunce  make. 

So  he  them  streight  conducted  to  his  lord ;  61 

Who,  as  he  could,  them  goodly  well  did  greete. 

Till  they  had  told  their  message  word  by  word ; 

Which  he  accepting,  well  as  he  could  weete. 

Them  fairely  entertaynd  with  curt*sies  meete, 

And  gave  them  gifls  and  things  of  deare  delight : 

So  backe  againe  they  homeward  tum'd  their  feeto ; 

!But  Artegall  himselfe  to  rest  did  dight, 

That  he  mote  freslier  be  against  the  next  daies  fi^ht. 


CANTO  V. 

Artef^all  flghta  with  Badignnd, 
And  is  sabdew*!!  by  giiUe : 

He  is  by  her  emprisoned, 
But  wrooght  by  Clarins  wile. 

So  soone  as  day  forth  dawning  from  the  east 
Nights  humid  curtaine  from  the  heavens  withdrew. 
And  earely  calling  forth  both  man  and  beast 
Commaunded  them  their  daily  workes  renew ; 
These  noble  warriors,  mindefull  to  pursew 
The  last  daies  purpose  of  their  vowed  fight, 
Themselves  thereto  preparde  in  order  dew ; 
The  knight,  as  best  was  seeming  for  a  knight, 
And  th'  amazon,  as  best  it  likt  herselfe  to  dight. 

All  in  a  camis  li^ht  of  purple  silke 
Woven  uppon  with  silver,  subtly  wrought, 
And  quilted  uppon  sat  tin  white  as  milke; 
Trayled  with  ribbands  diversly  distraught, 
Like  as  the  workeman  had  their  courses  taught ; 
Which  was  short  tucked  for  light  motion 
Up  to  her  ham ;  but,  when  she  list,  it  raught 
Downe  to  her  lowest  heele,  and  thereuppon 
She  wore  for  her  defence  a  mayled  habergeon. 
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And  on  her  legs  she  painted  buskins  wore,  3 

Basted  with  bends  ot  gold  on  every  side^ 

And  mailes  betweene,  and  laced  close  afore ; 

Uppon  her  thigh  her  cemitare  was  tide 

With  an  embrodered  belt  of  miekell  pride ; 

And  on  her  shoulder  hung  her  shield,  bedeckt 

Uppon  the  bosse  with  stones  that  shined  wide. 

As  the  faire  moone  in  her  most  full  aspect ;  • 

That  to  the  moone  it  mote  be  like  in  each  respect. 

So  forth  she  came  out  of  the  oittj-gate  4 

With  stately  port  and  proud  magnificence. 

Guarded  with  manv  damzels  that  did  waite 

Uppon  her  person  for  her  sure  defence, 

Playing  on  shaumes  and  trumpets,  that  from  hence 

Their  sound  did  reach  unto  the  heavens  hight : 

So  forth  into  the  field  she  marched  thenoci 

Where  was  a  rich  pavilion  ready  pight 

Her  to  receive,  till  time  they  shouloL  begin  the  fight. 

Then  forth  came  Artepall  out  of  his  tent,  6 

All  arm*d  to  point,  and  first  the  lists  did  enter : 

Soone  afler  eke  came  she  with  full  intent 

And  countenaunce  fierce,  as  having  fully  bent  her 

That  battels  utmost  triall  to  adventer. 

The  lists  were  closed  fast,  to  barre  the  rout 

From  rudely  pressing  on  the  middle  center; 

Which  in  great  heapes  them  circled  all  about, 

Wayting  how  fortune  would  resolve  that  dangerous  dout. 

The  trumpets  sounded,  and  the  field  began ;  6 

With  bitter  strokes  it  both  be^^  and  ended. 

She  at  the  first  encounter  on  him  ran 

With  furious  rage,  as  if  she  had  intended 

Out  of  his  breast  the  very  heart  have  rended : 

But  he,  that  had  like  tempests  often  tride. 

From  that  first  flaw  himselfe  right  well  defended. 

The  more  she  rag'd,  the  more  he  did  abide; 

She  hewd,  she  foynd,  she  lasht,  she  laid  on  every  side. 

Yet  still  her  blowes  he  bore,  and  her  forbore,  7 

Weening  at  last  to  win  advantage  new ; 

Yet  still  her  crueltie  increased  more. 

And,  though  -gowre  faild,  her  courage  did  aocrew ; 

Which  fayling,  he  gan  fiercely  her  pursew : 

Like  as  a  smith  that  to  his  cunning  feat 

The  stubborne  mettal  seeket^  to  subdew, 

Soone  as  he  feeles  it  mollifide  with  heat. 

With  his  great  yron  sledge  doth  strongly  on  it  beat» 
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So  did  Sir  Artegall  upon  her  lay,  8 

As  if  she  had  an  yron  andvile  beene, 

That  flakes  of  fire,  bright  as  the  sunny  ray. 

Out  of  her  steely  armes  were  flashing  seene. 

That  all  on  fire  ye  would  her  surely  weene : 

But  with  her  shield  so  well  herselfe  she  warded 

From  the  dread  daunger  of  his  weapon  keene, 

That  tdl  that  while  her  hfe  she  safefy  garded ; 

But  he  that  helpe  from  her  against  her  will  discarded: 

For  with  his  trenchant  blade  at  the  next  blow  9 

Halfe  of  her  shield  he  shared  quite  away, 

That  halfe  her  side  itselfe  did  naked  show. 

And  thenceforth  unto  daunger  opened  way 

Much  was  she  moved  with  the  mightie  sway 

Of  that  sad  stroke,  that  halfe  enrag'd  she  grew; 

And  like  a  greedie  beare  unto  her  pray 

With  her  sharpe  cemitare  at  him  sue  flew,  [drew. 

That  glauncing  downe  his  thigh  the  purple  bloud  forth 

Thereat  she  gan  to  triumph  with  great  boast  10 

And  to  upbrayd  that  chaunce  which  him  misfell^ 

As  if  the  prize  she  gotten  had  almost. 

With  spightfull  speaches,  fitting  with  her  well; 

That  his  g^eat  hart  gan  inwardly  to  swell 

With  indignation  at  her  vaunting  vaine, 

And  at  her  strooke  with  puissaunce  fearefull  fell ; 

Yet  with  her  shield  she  warded  it  againe. 

That  shattered  all  to  pieces  round  about  the  plaine. 

Having  her  thus  disarmed  of  her  shield,  11 

Upon  her  helmet  he  againe  her  strooke, 

That  downe  she  fell  upon  the  grassie  field 

In  sencelesse  swoune,  as  if  her  life  forsooke. 

And  pangs  of  death  her  spirit  overtooke : 

Whom  when  he  saw  before  his  foote  prostrated. 

He  to  her  lept  with  deadly  dreadfull  looke, 

And  her  sun-shynie  helmet  soone  unlaced, 

Thinking  at  once  both  head  and  helmet  to  have  raced. 

Bat,  whenas  he  discovered  had  her  face,  12 

He  saw,  his  senses  straunge  astonishment, 

A  miracle  of  natures  goodly  grace 

In  her  faire  visage  voide  or  ornament. 

But  bath*d  in  bloud  and  sweat  together  ment; 

Which,  in  the  rudenesse  of  that  evill  plight, 

Bewray d  the  signes  of  feature  excellent: 

Like  as  the  moone,  in  foggie  winters  night. 

Doth  seeme  to  be  herselfe,  ^ough  darkned  be  her  light. 
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At  sight  thereof  his  cruell  minded  hart  Q 

Empierced  was  with  pittifiill  regard, 

That  his  sharpe  sword  he  threw  from  him  apart^ 

Cursing  his  hand  that  had  that  visage  mard: 

No  hand  so  cruell,  nor  no  hart  so  hard, 

But  ruth  of  beautie  will  it  moUifie. 

By  this,  upstarting  fntm  her  swoune  she  star'd 

A  while  about  her  with  confiised  eye; 

Like  one  that  from  his  dreame  is  waked  suddenlye. 

Soone  as  the  knight  she  there  by  her  did  spy  14 

Standing  with  emptie  hands  all  weaponlesse, 

With  fresh  assault  upon  him  she  did  fly. 

And  gan  renew  her  former  cruelnesse : 

And  though  he  still  retyr'd,  yet  nathelesse 

With  huge  redoubled  strokes  she  on  him  layd; 

And  more  increast  her  outrage  mercilesse, 

The  more  that  he  with  meeke  intreatie  prayd 

Her  wrathful  hand  from  greedy  vengeance  to  have  stajd. 

Like  as  a  puttocke  having  spyde  in  sight  15 

A  gentle  faulcon  sitting  on  an  hill, 

Whose  other  wing,  now  made  unmeete  for  flight, 

Was  lately  broken  by  some  fortune  ill : 

The  foolish  kyte,  let  with  licentious  will, 

Both  beat  upon  the  gentle  bird  in  vaine, 

With  many  idle  stoups  her  troubling  still : 

Even  so  did  Padigund  with  bootlesse  paine 

Annoy  this  noble  knight,  and  sorely  him  constraine. 

I^ought  could  he  do  but  shun  the  dred  despight  16 

Of  her  fierce  wrath,  and  backward  still  retyre ; 

And  with  his  single  shield,  well  as  he  might, 

Beare  off*  the  burden  of  her  raging  yre ; 

And  evermore  he  gently  did  desyre 

To  stay  her  strokes,  and  he  himselfe  would  yield : 

Yet  noult  she  hearke,  ne  let  him  once  respyre. 

Till  he  to  her  delivered  had  his  shield. 

And  to  her  mercie  him  submitted  in  plaine  field. 

So  was  he  overcome,  not  overcome ;  17 

But  to  her  j^eelded  of  his  owne  accord ; 

Yet  was  he  iustly  damned  by  the  doome 

Of  his  owne  mouth,  that  spake  so  warelesse  word, 

To  be  her  thrall  and  service  her  afibrd : 

For  though  that  he  first  victorie  obtayned. 

Yet  after,  by  abandoning  his  sword. 

He  wilfull  lost  that  he  before  attayned : 

Kg  fayrcr  conquest  then  that  with  goodwill  is  gayned. 
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Tho  with  her  sword  on  him  she  flatling  strooke,  18 

In  signe  of  tme  subiection  to  her  powre, 

And  as  her  rassall  him  to  thraldome  tooke : 

Bat  Terpine,  borne  to  a  more  unhappy  howre. 

As  he  on  whom  the  lucklesse  starres  did  lowre. 

She  causd  to  be  attacht  and  forthwith  led 

Unto  the  crooke,  t'  abide  the  bale^iil  stowre 

From  which  he  lately  had  through  reskew  fled : 

Where  he  full  shamefully  was  hanged  by  the  hed. 

But,  when  they  thought  on  Talus  hands  to  lay,  19 

He  with  his  yron  flaile  amon^t  them  thondred. 

That  they  were  fayne  to  let  hun  scape  away, 

Glad  from  his  compame  to  be  so  sondred; 

Whose  presence  aU  their  troups  so  much  enoombred. 

That  th  heapes  of  those  which  he  did  wound  and  slay, 

Besides  the  rest  dismayd,  might  not  be  nombred : 

Yet  all  that  while  he  would  not  once  assay 

To  reskew  his  owne  lord,  but  thought  it  iust  t'  obay. 

Then  tooke  the  amazon  this  noble  knight,  20 

Lefl  to  her  will  by  his  owne  wilfull  blame, 

And  caused  him  to  be  disarmed  quight 

Of  all  the  ornaments  of  knightly  name. 

With  which  whrlome  he  gotten  had  great  famei 

Instead  whereof  she  made  him  to  be  dight 

In  womans  weedes,  that  is  to  manhood  shame. 

And  put  before  his  lap  an  apron  white. 

Instead  of  cuiiets  and  bases  flt  for  fight. 

8o  beinff  clad  she  brought  him  from  the  field,  21 

In  which  he  had  bene  trayned  many  a  day. 

Into  a  lon^  large  chamber,  which  was  sield 

With  momments  of  many  knights  decay 

By  her  subdewed  in  victorious  fnyi 

Amongst  the  which  she  caused  his  warlike  armes 

Be  hang'd  on  high,  that  mote  his  shame  bewray ; 

And  broke  his  sword  for  feare  of  further  harmes. 

With  which  he  wont  to  stirre  up  battailous  alarmes. 

There  entred  in  he  round  about  him  saw  22 

Many  brave  knights  whose  names  right  well  he  knew» 

There  bound  t'  obi^  that  amazons  proud  law. 

Spinning  and  cardmg  all  in  comely  rew. 

That  his  bigge  hart  loth'd  so  imcomely  vew: 

But  they  were  forst,  through  penurie  and  pyne» 

To  doe  those  workes  to  th.  m  appointed  dew : 

For  nought  was  given  them  to  sup  or  dyne. 

But  what  their  hands  could  eame  by  twisting  linnen  twyne. 
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Amongst  tbem  all  she  placed  him  most  low,  8 

And  in  bis  hand  a  distaffe  to  him  save, 

That  he  thereon  should  spin  both  flax  and  tow ; 

A  sordid  office  for  a  mind  so  brave : 

So  hard  it  is  to  be  a  womans  slare ! 

Yet  he  it  tooke  in  his  owne  selfes  despight, 

And  thereto  did  himselfe  right  well  behave 

Her  to  obav,  sith  he  his  faith  had  plight 

Her  vassall  to  become,  if  she  him  wonne  in  fight. 

Who  had  him  scene,  imagine  mote  thereby  2t 

That  whylome  hath  of  Hercules  bene  told. 

How  for  lolas  sake  he  did  apply 

His  mightie  hands  the  distane  vile  to  hold 

For  his  huge  club,  which  had  subdew'd  of  old 

So  many  monsters  which  the  world  annoyed ; 

His  Ivons  skin  chaungd  to  a  pall  of  gold. 

In  which,  forgetting  warres,  he  onely  ioyed 

In  combats  of  sweet  love,  and  with  his  mistresse  toyed. 

Such  is  the  crueltie  of  womenkynd,  25 

When  they  have  shaken  off  the  shamefast  band. 

With  which  wise  nature  did  them  strongly  bynd 

T'  obay  the  beasts  of  mans  well-rulinp  hand, 

That  then  all  rule  and  reason  they  withstand 

To  purchase  a  licentious  libertie: 

But  vertuous  women  wisely  understand, 

That  they  were  borne  to  base  humilitie, 

Unlesse  the  heavens  them  lift  to  lawfull  sovendntie. 

Thus  there  long  while  continued  Artegall,  20 

Serving  proud  Kadigund  with  true  suBiection: 

However  it  his  noble  heart  did  ^all 

T*  obay  a  womans  tyrrannous  direction. 

That  might  have  had  of  life  or  death  election : 

But,  havm^  chosen,  now  he  might  not  chaunge. 

During  which  time  the  warlike  amazon, 

Whose  wandring  fancie  after  lust  did  raunge, 

Gan  cast  a  secret  liking  to  this  captive  straunge. 

Which  long  concealing  in  her  covert  brest,  27 

She  chaw'd  the  cud  of  lovers  carefull  plight; 

Yet  could  it  not  so  thoroughhr  digest. 

Being  fast  fixed  in  her  wounded  spright, 

But  it  tormented  her  both  day  and  night : 

Yet  would  she  not  thereto  yeeld  free  accor 

To  serve  the  lowly  vassall  of  her  might. 

And  of  her  servant  make  her  soverayne  lord : 

So  great  her  pride  that  she  such  baaeneese  mmski  abhord. 
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So  much  the  greater  still  her  an^ish  grew,  23 

Through  stuDDome  handling  of  her  love-sicke  hart; 

And  still  the  more  she  strove  it  to  subdew. 

The  more  she  still  augmented  her  owne  smart, 

And  wyder  made  the  wound  of  th*  hidden  dart. 

At  last,  when  long  she  struggled  had  in  vaine, 

She  gan  to  stoupe,  and  her  proud  mind  convert 

To  meeke  obeysance  of  loves  mightie  raine. 

And  him  entreat  for  grace  that  had  procur'd  her  painc. 

Unto  herselfe  in  secret  she  did  call  29 

Her  nearest  handmayd,  whom  she  most  did  trust, 

And  to  her  said ;  "  Clarinda,  whom  of  all 

I  trust  alive,  sith  I  thee  fostred  first; 

Now  is  the  time  that  I  untimely  must 

Thereof  make  tryall,  in  my  greatest  need  I 

It  is  so  hapned  that  the  heavens  uniust, 

Spightingmy  happie  freedome,  have  agreed 

lx>  thraLTmy  looser  life,  or  my  last  bale  to  breed." 

With  that  she  tnm'd  her  head,  as  halfe  abashed,  30 

To  hide  the  blush  which  in  her  visajje  rose 

And  through  her  eyes  Uke  sudden  lightning  flashed, 

Decking  her  cheeke  with  a  vermilion  rose : 

But  soone  she  did  her  countenance  compose, 

And,  to  her  turning,  thus  began  againe ; 

"  This  griefes  deepe  wound  I  would  to  thee  disclose, 

Thereto  conapellea  through  hart-murdring  paine ; 

But  dread  ofshame  my  doubtfull  lips  doui  still  restraine." 

"  Ah !  my  deare  dread,"  said  then  the  fearefull  mayd,      31 

"  Can  dread  of  ought  your  dreadlesse  hart  withhold, 

That  many  hath  with  dread  of  death  dismavd. 

And  dare  even  deathes  most  dreadfuU  face  behold  P 

Say  on,  my  soverayne  ladie,  and  be  bold: 

Doth  not  your  handmayd  life  at  your  foot  lie?" 

Therewith  much  comforted  she  gan  unfold 

The  cause  of  her  conceived  maladie ; 

As  one  that  would  confesse,  yet  faine  would  it  denie. 

"  Clarin,"  sayd  she,  "  thou  seest  yond  fayry  knight,         32 
Whom  not  my  valour,  but  his  owne  brave  mind 
Subiected  hath  to  my  unequall  might ! 
What  right  is  it,  that  he  should  thraldome  find 
For  lending  hfe  to  me  a  wretch  unkind. 
That  for  such  good  him  recompence  witii  ill ! 
Therefore  I  cast  how  I  may  him  unbind. 
And  by  his  freedome  get  his  free  goodwill ; 
Yet  so,  as  bound  to  me  he  may  c<mtinue  slill: 
TP  2 
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'*  Bound  unto  me ;  but  not  with  Buch  bard  bands*  83 

Of  strong  compulsion  and  streight  violence. 

As  now  m  miserable  state  be  stands ; 

But  with  sweet  love  and  sure  benevolence, 

Voide  of  malitious  mind  or  foule  offence: 

To  which  if  thou  canst  win  him  any  way 

Without  discoverie  of  my  thoughts  pretence. 

Both  ffoodlj  meede  of  him  it  purchase  may. 

And  eke  with  gratefull  service  me  light  well  apay. 

"  Which  that  thou  mayst  the  better  bring  to  pass,  M 

Loe !  here  this  rinor,  wlich  shall  thy  warrant  bee 

And  token  true  to  old  Eumenias, 

From  time  to  time,  when  thou  it  best  shalt  see. 

That  in  and  out  thou  mayst  have  passage  free. 

Goe  now,  Clarinda ;  well  thy  wits  advise, 

And  all  thy  forces  gather  unto  thee, 

Armies  of  love'y  lookes,  and  speeches  wise. 

With  which  thou  canst  even  love  himselfe  to  lore  entifle." 

The  trustie  mayd,  conceiving  her  intent,  35 

Did  with  sure  promise  of  her  good  endevour 

Give  her  great  comfort  and  some  harts  content : 

So  from  her  parting  she  thenceforth  did  labour. 

By  all  tbe  meanes  she  mighte  to  curry  favour 

With  th'  elfin  knight,  her  ladies  best  beloved : 

WiUi  daily  shew  of  courteous  kind  behaviour. 

Even  at  the  marke-white  o'  his  hart  she  roved, 

And  with  wide-glauncingwords  one  day  she  thus  him  proved; 

"  Unhappie  knight,  upon  whos^  hopelesse  state  36 

Fortune,  envying  good,  hath  felly  frowned. 

And  cruell  1  eavens  have  heapt  an  heavy  fate ; 

I  rew  that  thus  thy  better  dayes  are  drowned 

In  sad  despaire,  and  all  thy  senses  swowned 

In  stupid  sorow,  sith  thy  iuster  merit 

Might  else  have  with  felicitie  bene  crowned : 

Looke  up  at  last,  and  wake  thy  dulled  spirit 

To  thinke  how  this  long  death  thou  migntest  disinherit  P 

Much  did  he  marvell  at  her  uncouth  speach,  87 

Whose  hidden  drift  he  could  not  well  perceive ; 

And  gan  to  doubt  least  she  him  sought  t'appeach 

Of  treason,  or  some  guilefuU  traine  aid  weave, 

Through  which  she  might  his  «^ retched  life  bereaves 

Both  which  to  barre  he  with  this  answere  met  her ; 

•*  Faire  darozell,  that  with  ruth,  as  I  perceave. 

Of  my  mishaps  art  mov'd  to  ^ish  me  oetter. 

For  such  your  kind  regard  1  can  but  rest  your  detter 
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"  Yet  weet  ye  well,  that  to  a  courage  great  33 

It  is  no  lease  beseeming  well  to  beare 

The  storme  of  fortune's  frowne  or  heavens  threat^ 

Then  in  the  sunshine  of  her  countenance  clearo 

Timely  to  ioy  and  carrie  comely  cheare : 

For  though  this  cloud  hath  now  me  overcast, 

Yet  doe  I  not  of  better  times  despeyre; 

And  though  (unlike)  they  should  for  ever  last 

Yet  in  my  truthes  assurance  I  rest  fix.d  fast/ 

"  But  what  so  stonie  minde/'  she  then  replyde,  3D 

"  But  if  in  his  owne  powre  occasion  lay. 

Would  to  his  hope  a  windowe  open  wyde, 

And  to  his  fortunes  helpe  make  readie  wayP" 

"  Unworthy  sure,"  quoth  he,  **  of  better  day. 

That  will  not  take  the  offer  of  j^ood  hope, 

And  eke  pursew,  if  he  attaine  it  may/' 

Which  speaches  she  applying  to  the  scope 

Of  her  intent,  this  further  purpose  to  him  shope : 

" Then  why  dost  not,  thou illadvized man,  40 

Make  meanes  to  win  thy  libert'C  forlorne. 

And  try  if  thou  by  faire  entreatie  can 

Move  Kadigund?  who  though  she  still  have  wome 

Her  dayes  in  warre,  yet  (weet  thou)  was  not  borne 

Of  bearea  and  tvgres,  nor  so  salvage  mynded 

As  that,  albe  all  love  of  men  she  scome. 

She  yet  forgets  that  she  of  men  was  kynded:       [blynded." 

And  sooth  ofl  seene  that  proudest  harts  base  love  hath 

*'  Oertes,  Clarinda,  not  of  cancred  will,"  4L 

Sayd  he,  "  nor  obstinate  disdainefull  mind, 

I  have  forbore  this  duetie  to  fulfill ; 

For  well  I  may  this  weene,  by  that  I  fynd, 

That  shee  a  queene,  and  come  of  princely  kynd, 

Both  worthie  is  for  to  be  sewd  unto, 

Chiefely  by  him  whose  life  her  law  doth  bynd. 

And  eke  of  powre  her  owne  doome  to  undo. 

And  als'  of  princely  grace  to  be  inclyn'd  thereto. 

"  But  want  of  meanes  hath  bene  mine  onelv  let  43 

From  seeking  favour  where  it  doth  abound; 

Which  if  I  might  by  your  good  office  get, 

I  to  youTselfe  should  rest  for  ever  bound. 

And  ready  to  deserve  what  grace  I  found.** 

She  feeling  him  thus  bite  upon  the  bayt. 

Yet  doubtmff  least  his  hold  was  but  unsound 

And  not  well  fastened,  would  not  strike  him  strayt, 

Bat  drew  him  on  with  hope,  Et  leasore  to  awayt. 
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Bat  foolish  mayd,  whyles  heedlesse  of  the  hooke  d3 

She  thus  ofl-times  was  beating  off  and  on. 

Through  slipperie  footmg  fell  into  the  brooke. 

And  there  was  caught  to  her  confusion ; 

For,  seeking  thus  to  salve  the  amazon. 

She  wounded  was  with  her  deceipts  owne  dart» 

And  gan  thenceforth  to  cast  affection. 

Conceived  close  in  her  beguiled  hart. 

To  Artegall,  through  pittie  of  his  causelease  smart. 

Yet  durst  she  not  disclose  her  fancies  woond,  41 

Ne  to  himselfe,  for  doubt  of  being  sdajned, 

Ne  yet  to  any  other  wight  on  ground. 

For  feare  her  mistresse  should  have  knowledge  gayned ; 

But  to  herselfe  it  secretly  retayned 

Within  the  closet  of  her  covert  brest : 

The  more  thereby  her  tender  hart  was  payned ; 

Yet  to  awayt  fit  time  she  weened  best. 

And  fairely  did  dissemble  her  sad  thoughts  unrest. 

One  day  her  ladie,  calling  her  apart,  ^ 

Gran  to  demaund  of  her  some  tydings  good. 

Touching  her  loves  successe,  her  lingrmg  smart : 

Therewith  she  gan  at  first  to  chan^  her  mood. 

As  one  adaw'd,  and  halfe  confused  stood ; 

But  quickly  she  it  overpast,  so  soone 

Ab  she  her  face  had  wypt  to  fresh  her  blood ; 

Tho  gan  she  tell  her  all  that  she  had  donne, 

And  all  the  wi^es  she  sought  his  love  for  to  have  wonne : 

But  sayd,  that  he  was  obstinate  and  steme,  46 

Scorning  her  offers  and  conditions  vaine; 

Ne  would  be  taught  with  any  termes  to  leme 

So  fond  a  lesson  as  to  love  againe : 

Die  rather  would  he  in  penurious  paine. 

And  his  abridged  dayes  in  dolour  wast, 

Then  his  foes  love  or  liking  entertaine : 

His  resolution  was,  both  met  and  Last, 

JETw  bodie  was  her  thrall,  his  hart  vxisfreelff  plaH. 

Which  when  the  cruell  amacon  perceived,  47 

She  gan  to  stormCy  and  rage,  ana  rend  her  gall. 

For  very  fell  despight,  which  she  conceived. 

To  be  so  scorned  of  a  base-borne  thrall, 

Whose  life  did  lie  in  her  least  eye-lids  fall ; 

Of  which  she  vow'd,  with  many  a  cursed  threat. 

That  she  therefore  would  him  ere  long  forstalL 

Nathlesse,  when  calmed  was  her  furious  heat, 

She  ohang'd  that  threatfull  mood,  and  mildly  gan  entreats 
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'  What  now  is  left,  ClarindaP  wHat  remaineSy  4S 

That  we  may  compasse  th  8  our  enterprizeP 

Great  shame  to  lose  so  long  employed  paines. 

And  greater  shame  t'abide  so  great  misprize, 

With  which  he  dares  our  offers  thus  despize : 

Yet  that  his  guilt  the  greater  may  appeare, 

And  more  my  ^tious  mercie  by  this  wize, 

I  will  awhile  with  his  first  folly  oeare, 

Till  thou  have  tride  againe,  and  tempted  him  more  neare. 

"  Say  and  do  all  that  may  thereto  prevaile ;  49 

Leave  nought  unpromist  that  may  him  perswade, 

Life,  freedome,  grace,  and  gifls  of  great  availe, 

With  which  the  gods  themselves  are  mylder  made : 

Thereto  adde  art,  even  womens  witty  trade, 

The  art  of  mightie  words  that  men  can  chume ; 

With  which  in  case  thou  canst  him  not  iuvade, 

Let  him  feele  hardnesse  of  thy  heavy  arme :  [harme. 

Who  will  not  stoupe  with  good  shall  be  made  stoupe  with 

"  Some  of  his  diet  doe  firom  him  withdraw ;  60 

For  I  him  find  to  be  too  proudly  fed : 

Give  him  more  labour,  and  with  streighter  law. 

That  he  with  worke  may  be  forwearied: 

Let  him  lodge  hard,  and  lie  in  strawen  bed^ 

That  may  pull  downe  the  courage  of  his  pride; 

And  lay  upon  him,  for  his  ^eater  dread. 

Cold  yron  chaines  with  which  let  him  be  tide; 

And  let,  whatever  he  desires,  be  him  denide. 

"  When  thou  hast  all  this  doen,  then  bring  me  newes      61 

Of  his  demeane ;  thenceforth  not  like  a  lover, 

But  like  a  rebell  stout,  I  will  him  use : 

For  I  resolve  this  siege  not  to  give  over. 

Till  I  the  conquest  of  my  will  recover." 

So  she  departed  fuU  of  griefe  and  sdaine, 

Which  inly  did  to  great  impatience  move  her: 

But  the  false  mayden  shortiv  tum'd  againe 

Unto  the  prison,  where  her  hart  did  t£rall  remaine. 

There  all  her  subtill  nets  she  did  unfold,  62 

And  all  the  engins  of  her  wit  display; 

In  which  she  meant  him  warelesse  to  enfold. 

And  of  his  innocence  to  make  her  pray. 

So  cunningly  she  wrought  her  cratfs  assay. 

That  both  ner  ladie,  and  herselfjp  with^, 

And  eke  the  knight  attonce  she  did  betray : 

But  most  the  knight,  whom  she  with  guilefull  caH 

Did  cast  for  to  allure,  into  her  trap  to  falL 
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As  a  bad  onrse,  which,  fa3mmg  to  receiye  Q 

In  her  owne  mouth  the  food  ment  for  her  chyld» 

Withholdes  it  to  herselfe,  and  doeth  deceive 

The  infant,  so  for  want  of  nourture  spoyld ; 

Even  so  Ciarinda  her  owne  dame  begujld. 

And  tom'd  the  trust,  which  was  in  her  affjrde^ 

To  feeding  of  her  private  fire,  which  boyld 

Her  inward  breat,  and  in  her  entrajles  tryde. 

The  more  that  she  it  sought  to  cover  and  to  hjde. 

For,  comming  to  this  knight,  she  purpose  favned,  $4 

How  earnest  suit  she  earst  for  him  had  made 

Unto  her  queene,  his  freedome  to  have  gayned ; 

But  by  no  meanes  could  her  thereto  perswade. 

But  that  instead  thereof  she  stemely  bade 

His  miserie  to  be  augmented  more, 

And  many  yron  bands  on  him  to  lade ; 

All  which  nathlesse  she  for  his  love  forbore 

So  praying  him  t*acoept  her  service  evermore. 

And,  more  then  that,  she  promist  that  she  would*  55 

In  case  she  might  finde  favour  in  his  eye, 

Devize  how  to  enlarge  him  out  of  hould. 

The  fayrie,  glad  to  gaine  his  libertie. 

Can  yeeld  great  thankes  for  such  her  ourtesie ; 

And  with  faire  words,  fit  for  the  time  and  place, 

To  feede  the  humour  of  her  maladie, 

Promist,  if  she  would  free  him  from  that  case, 

He  wold  by  all  good  meanes  he  might  deserve  such  gracei 

So  daily  he  faire  semblant  did  her  shew,  56 

Yet  nover  meant  he  in  his  noble  mind 

To  his  owne  absent  love  to  be  untrew: 

Ne  ever  did  deceiptfull  Clarin  find 

In  her  fabe  hart  his  bondage  to  unbind; 

But  rather  how  she  mote  him  faster  tjre. 

Therefore  imto  her  mistresse  most  imkind 

She  daily  told  her  love  he  did  defye: 

And  him  she  told  her  dame  his  freedome  did  denye. 

Yet  thus  much  friendship  she  to  him  did  show,  57 

That  his  scarse  diet  somewhat  was  amended. 

And  his  worke  lessened,  that  his  love  mote  grow: 

Yet  to  her  dame  him  still  she  discommended, 

That  she  with  him  mote  be  the  more  offended. 

Thus  he  long  while  in  thraj^ome  there  remayned. 

Of  both  beloved  well,  but  httle  friended ; 

Untill  his  owne  true  love  his  freedome  gaynedt 

Which  in  another  canto  will  be  best  oontayned. 
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CANTO  YI. 

Tains  brings  newes  to  Britomart 

Of  Artegals  mishap : 
She  goes  to  seeke  him ;  Dolon  meetea. 

Who  seekes  her  to  entrap. 

SoMB  men.  I  wote,  will  deeme  in  Artegall 
Great  weaknesse,  and  report  of  him  much  ill, 
For  veelding  bo  himselfe  a  wretched  thrall 
To  tn*  insolent  commaund  of  womens  will ; 
That  all  his  former  praise  doth  fowly  spill : 
But  he  the  man,  that  say  or  doe  so  dare. 
Be  well  adviz'd  that  he  stand  stedfast  still ; 
For  never  yet  was  wight  so  well  aware. 
But  he  at  nrst  or  last  was  trapt  in  wOmens  snare. 

Yet  in  the  streightnesse  of  that  captive  state 

This  gentle  knight  himselfe  so  well  behaved.. 

That  notwithstanding  all  the  subtill  bait, 

With  which  those  amazons  his  love  still  craved. 

To  his  owne  love  his  loialtie  he  saved : 

"Whose  character  in  th'  adamantine  mould 

Of  his  true  hart  so  firmely  was  engraved, 

That  no  new  loves  impression  ever  could 

Bereave  it  thence :  such  blot  his  honour  blemish  should. 

Yet  his  owne  love,  the  noble  Britomart, 

Scarse  so  conceived  in  her  iealous  thought. 

What  time  sad  tydings  of  his  balefull  smart 

In  womans  bondage  Talus  to  her  brought ; 

Brought  in  untimely  houre,  ere  it  was  sought: 

For,  after  that  the  utmost  date  assynde 

For  his  retume  she  waited  had  for  nought. 

She  gan  to  cast  in  her  misdoubtfuU  mynde 

A  thousand  feares,  that  love-sicke  fancies  faine  to  finde. 

Sometime  she  feared  least  some  hard  mishap 

Had  him  misfalne  in  his  adventurous  quest ; 

Sometime  least  his  false  foe  did  him  entrap 

In  traytrous  traine,  or  had  un wares  oppr^ ; 

But  most  she  did  her  troubled  nmid  molest. 

And  secretly  afflict  with  iealous  feare, 

Least  some  new  love  had  him  from  her  possest ; 

Yet  loth  she  was,  since  she  no  ill  did  heare. 

To  thinke  of  him  so  ill ;  yet  could  she  not  forbeare. 
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One  while  she  blam*d  herselfe ;  another  whyle  5 

She  him  condemn'd  as  tnistlesse  and  untrew : 
And  then,  her  griefe  with  errour  to  beguyle. 
She  fayn'd  to  count  the  time  againe  anew. 
As  if  before  she  had  not  counted  trew: 
Por  houres,  but  dayes;  for  weekes  that  passed  were. 
She  told  but  moneths  to  make  them  seeme  more  few- 
Yet,  when  she  reckned  them  still  drawing  neare. 
Each  hour  did  seeme  a  moneth,  and  eyeiy  moneth  a  yeare. 

But,  whenafl  yet  she  saw  him  not  retume,  6 

She  thought  to  send  some  one  to  seeke  him  out; 

But  none  she  found  so  fit  to  serve  that  tume. 

As  her  owne  selfe,  to  ease  herselfe  of  dout. 

Now  she  deviz'd,  amongst  the  warlike  rout 

Of  errant  knights,  to  seeke  her  errant  knight; 

And  then  agame  resolv'd  to  hunt  him  out 

Amongst  loose  ladies  lapped  in  delight: 

And  then  both  knights  envide,  and  ladies  eke  did  spigot. 

One  day  whenas  she  long  had  sought  for  eaae  7 

In  every  place,  and  every  place  thought  best, 

Yet  found  no  place  that  could  her  likmg  please. 

She  to  a  window  came,  that  opened  west. 

Towards  which  coast  her  love  nis  way  addrest: 

There  looking  forth  shee  in  her  heart  did  find 

Many  vain  fancies  working  her  unrest ; 

And  sent  her  winged  thoughts  more  swift  then  wind 

To  beare  unto  her  love  the  message  of  her  mind. 

There  as  she  looked  long,  at  last  she  spide  $ 

One  comming  towards  her  with  hasty  speede; 

Well  weend  she  then,  ere  him  she  plaine  descride. 

That  it  was  one  sent  from  her  love  mdeede: 

Who  when  he  nigh  approacht,  shee  mote  arede 

That  it  was  Talus,  Arteffall  his  groome : 

Whereat  her  hart  was  fild  with  nope  and  drede; 

Ne  would  she  stay  tiU  he  in  place  could  come. 

But  ran  to  meete  him  forth  to  know  his  tidings  somme. 

Even  in  the  dore  him  meeting,  she  bejp^m;  9 

"  And  where  is  he  thv  lord,  and  how  tar  hence  P 

Declare  at  once :  and  hath  he  lost  or  wunP" 

The  yron  man,  albe  he  wanted  sence 

And  Borrowes  feeling,  yet,  with  conscience 

Of  his  ill  newes,  did  inly  ^liill  and  quake. 

And  stood  still  mute,  as  one  in  ffreat  suspence; 

As  if  that  by  his  silence  he  would  make 

Her  rather  reade  his  meaning  than  himselfe  it  spake. 
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Till  she  a^ne  thns  sajd :  "  Talas,  be  bold,  10 

And  tell  whatever  it  be,  good  or  bad. 

That  from  thy  tongue  thy  hearts  intent  doth  hold." 

To  whom  he  thus  at  length:  "  The  tidings  sad, 

That  I  would  hide,  will  needs  I  see  be  rad. 

My  lord  (your  love)  by  hard  mishap  doth  lie 

In  wretched  bondage,  wofuUy  bestad." 

"Ay  me,"  quoth  she,  "  what  wicked  destinie  I 

Ana  is  he  vanquisht  by  his  tyrant  enemy  P" 

** Not  by  that  tjrrant,  his  intended  foe;  11 

But  by  a  tyrannesse,"  he  then  repHde, 

"  That  him  captived  hath  in  haplesse  woe." 

"  Cease  thou,  bad  newes-man;  oadlv  doest  thon  hide 

Thy  maisters  shame,  in  harlots  bondage  tide ; 

The  rest  m^vselfe  too  readily  can  spell." 

With  that  m  rage  she  tum'd  from  nim  aside, 

Forcing  in  vaine  the  rest  to  her  to  tell ; 

And  to  her  chamber  went  like  solitary  cell. 

There  she  began  to  make  her  moaneMl  plaint  13 

Against  her  &ight  for  being  so  untrew ; 

And  him  to  touch  with  falshoods  fowle  attaint, 

That  all  his  other  honour  overthrew. 

Oft  did  she  blame  herselfe,  and  often  rew, 

For  y  eel  ding  to  a  straungers  love  so  light. 

Whose  life  and  manners  straunge  she  never  knew; 

And  evermore  she  did  him  sharpely  twight 

For  breach  of  faith  to  her,  which  he  had  firmely  plight 

And  then  she  in  her  wrathfuU  will  did  cast  13 

How  to  revenge  that  blot  of  honour  blent. 

To  fight  with  nim,  and  goodly  die  her  last: 

And  then  againe  she  did  herselfe  torment, 

Inflicting  on  herselfe  his  punishment. 

Awhile  she  walkt,  and  chauft ;  awhile  she  threw 

Herselfe  uppon  her  bed,  and  did  lament: 

Yet  did  she  not  lament  with  loude  alew. 

As  women  wont,  but  with  deepe  sighes  and  singulfs  few. 

Like  as  a  wayward  ohilde,  whose  sounder  sleepe  14 

Is  broken  with  some  fearefull  dreames  affright, 

With  froward  will  doth  set  himselfe  to  weepe, 

Ke  can  be  stild  for  all  his  nurses  might. 

But  kicks,  and  squals,  and  shriekes  for  fell  despight ; 

Kow  scratching  her,  and  her  loose  locks  misusmg, 

Kow  seeking  darkenesse,  and  now  seeking  light. 

Then  craving  sucke,  and  then  the  sucke  refusing: 

Such  was  this  ladies  fit  in  her  loves  fond  accusing. 
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Bat  when  she  had  with  such  unqniet  fits  15 

Herself  there  close  afflicted  long  in  vaine, 

Yet  found  no  easement  in  her  troubled  wits. 

She  unto  Talus  forth  retum'd  againe, 

By  change  of  place  seeking  to  ease  her  paine ; 

And  gan  enquire  of  him  with  mvlder  mood 

The  certaine  cause  of  Artegals  aetaine, 

And  what  he  did,  and  in  what  state  he  stood, 

And  whether  he  did  woo,  or  whether  he  were  woo'd. 

"  Ah  wellaway !"  said  then  the  yron  man,  IG 

"  That  he  is  not  the  while  in  state  to  woo ; 

But  lies  in  wretched  thraldome,  weake  and  wan, 

Not  by  strong  hand  compelled  thereunto, 

But  his  owne  doome,  that  none  can  now  undoo." 

"  Sayd  I  not  then,"  quoth  she,  "  ere-while  aright. 

That  this  is  thin^e  oompacte  betwixt  you  two 

Me  to  deceive  of  faith  unto  me  plight. 

Since  that  he  was  not  forst,  nor  oyeroome  in  fight  P* 

With  that  he  gan  at  large  to  her  dilate  17 

The  whole  discourse  of  his  captivance  sad. 

In  sort  as  ye  have  heard  the  same  of  late : 

All  which  when  she  with  hard  enduraunce  had 

Heard  to  the  end,  she  was  right  sore  bestad. 

With  sodaine  stounds  of  wrath  and  grief  attone ; 

Ne  would  abide,  till  she  had  aunswere  made ; 

But  streight  herselfe  did  dight,  and  armor  don, 

And  mounting  to  her  steede  bad  Talus  guide  her  on. 

So  forth  she  rode  uppon  her  ready  way,  18 

To  seeke  her  knight,  as  Talus  her  did  guide : 

Sadly  she  rode  and  never  word  did  say 

Nor  good  nor  bad,  ne  ever  lookt  aside. 

But  still  right  downe ;  and  in  her  thought  did  hide 

The  felnesse  of  her  heart,  right  fully  bent 

To  fierce  avengement  of  that  womans  pride. 

Which  had  her  lord  in  her  base  prison  pent, 

And  so  great  honour  with  so  fowle  reproch  had  blent. 

So  as  she  thus  meUncholicke  did  ride,  10 

Chawing  the  cud  of  griefe  and  inward  paine» 

She  chaunst  to  meete  toward  the  eventide 

A  knight,  that  sofUv  paced  on  the  plaine. 

As  if  himselfe  to  solace  he  wore  faiae : 

Well  shot  in  yeares  he  seem'd,  and  rather  bent 

To  peace  then  needlesse  trouble  to  constraine ; 

As  well  by  view  of  that  his  vestiment, 

.As  by  his  modest  semblant,  that  no  evill  ment* 
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He  comminff  neare  san  gently  her  salute  20 

With  curteous  words,  in  the  most  come^  wizej 

Who  thouffh  desirous  rather  to  rest  mute, 

Then  termes  to  entertaine  of  common  ffuize, 

Tet  rather  then  she  kindnesse  would  oespize, 

She  would  herselfe  displease,  so  him  requite. 

Then  gan  the  other  ftirther  to  devize 

Of  things  abrode,  as  next  to  hand  did  light, 

And  many  things  demaund,  to  which  she  answer'd  light: 

For  little  lust  had  she  to  talke  of  ought,  21 

Or  ought  to  heare  that  mote  delightfuU  bee ; 

Her  minde  was  whole  possessed  of  one  thought, 

That  gare  none  other  place.    Which  when  as  hee 

By  outward  signes  (as  well  he  might)  did  see, 

He  list  no  lenger  to  use  loth^ll  speach. 

But  her  besought  to  take  it  well  in  gree, 

Sith  shady  dampe  had  dimd  the  heavens  reach. 

To  lodge  with  lum  that  night,  unless  good  cause  empeach. 

The  championesse,  now  seeing  night  at  dore,  22 

Was  glad  to  yeeld  unto  his  good  request ; 

And  with  him  went  without  gaine-saying  more. 

Not  farre  away,  but  little  wide  by  west. 

His  dwelling  was,  to  which  he  him  addrest; 

Where  soone  arriving  they  received  were 

In  seemely  wise,  as  them  oeseemed  best ; 

For  he  their  host  them  goodly  weU  did  cheare. 

And  talk't  of  pleasant  tmngs  the  night  away  to  weafe. 

Thus  passing  th*  evening  well,  till  time  of  rest,  23 

Then  Britomart  unto  a  bowre  was  brought ; 

Where  groomes  awayted  her  to  have  undrest : 

But  she  ne  would  undressed  be  for  ought. 

Ne  dofie  her  armes,  though  he  her  much  besought : 

For  she  had  vow'd,  she  sayd,  not  to  forgo 

Those  warlike  weedes,  till  she  revenge  had  wrought 

Of  a  late  wrong  uppon  a  mortall  foe ; 

Which  she  would  sure  performe  betide  her  wele  or  wo. 

Which  when  their  host  perceiv'd,  right  discontent  2d 

In  minde  he  grew,  for  feare  least  by  that  art 

He  should  his  purpose  misse,  whicn  close  he  ment  i 

Yet  taking  leave  of  her  he  did  depart: 

There  all  that  night  remained  Bntomart, 

B«stlesse,  recomfortlesse,  with  heart  deepe-grieved, 

I^ot  suffering  the  least  twinckling  sleepe  to  start 

Into  her  eye,  which  th*  heart  mote  have  relieved; 

But  if  the  least  appeared,  her  eyes  she  streight  reprieved 
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"  Ye  guilty  eyes,"  sayd  she,  "  the  which  with  ffoyle         25 

My  heart  at  first  betray d,  will  be  betray 

My  life  now  too,  for  which  a  little  whyfe 

Ye  will  not  watch?  false  watches,  wellaway ! 

I  wote  when  ye  did  watch  both  night  and  day 

Unto  your  losse ;  and  now  needes  will  ye  sleepeP 

Now  ye  have  made  my  heart  to  wake  alway, 

Now  will  ye  sleepeP  ah!  wake,  and  rather  weepe 

To  thinke  of  your  nights  want,  that  should  yee  watdngkeepe.** 

Thus  did  she  watch,  and  weare  the  weary  night  2G 

In  waylfull  plaints,  that  none  was  to  appease ; 

Now  walking  soft,  now  sitting  still  upright. 

As  sundry  chaunge  her  seem^  best  to  ease. 

Ne  lesse  did  Talus  suffer  sleepe  to  seaze 

His  eye-lids  sad,  but  watcht  continually, 

Lying  without  her  dore  in  great  disease  5 

Like  to  a  spaniel  wayting  carefully 

Least  any  should  betray  iiis  lady  treacherously. 

What  time  the  native  belman  of  the  night,  27 

The  bird  that  warned  Peter  of  his  fall. 

First  rings  his  silver  bell  t'  each  sleepy  wight. 

That  should  their  mindes  up  to  devotion  call, 

She  heard  a  wondrous  noise  below  the  hall : 

All  sodainely  the  bed,  where  she  should  lie. 

By  a  false  trap  was  let  adowne  to  fall 

Lito  a  lower  roome,  and  by  and  by 

The  loft  was  raysd  againe,  that  no  man  could  it  spie. 

With  sight  whereof  she  was  dismayd  right  sore,  28 

Perceiving  well  the  treason  which  was  ment: 

Yet  stirred  not  at  all  for  doubt  of  more. 

But  kept  her  place  with  courage  confident, 

Wayting  what  would  ensue  of  that  event. 

It  was  not  long  before  she  heard  the  sound 

Of  armed  men  comming  with  close  intent 

Towards  her  chamber :  at  which  dreadfull  stonnd 

She  quickly  caught  her  sword,  and  shield  about  her  bound. 

With  that  there  came  unto  her  chamber  dore  29 

Two  knights  all  armed  ready  for  to  fight ; 

And  after  them  full  many  other  more, 

A  raskall  rout,  with  weapons  rudely  dight : 

Whom  soone  as  Talus  spide  by  glims  of  night. 

He  started  up,  there  where  on  ground  he  Giy, 

And  in  his  hand  his  thresher  ready  kei^ht : 

Thev,  seeing  that,  let  drive  at  him  streightway. 

And.  round  about  him  preace  in  riotous  aray. 
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Bat,  soone  as  he  began  to  laj  abont  30 

With  his  rude  yron  flaile,  they  gan  to  flie, 

Both  anned  knights  and  eke  unarmed  rout : 

Yet  Talus  after  them  apace  did  plie, 

Wherever  in  the  darke  he  could  them  spie ; 

That  here  and  there  like  scattred  sheepe  thej  lay. 

Then,  backe  returning  where  his  dame  did  he, 

He  to  her  told  the  story  of  that  frav, 

And  all  that  treason  there  intended  did  bewray. 

Wherewith  though  wondrous  wroth,  and  inly  burning     81 

To  be  avenged  for  so  fowle  a  deede, 

Yet  being  forst  t'  abide  the  daies  returning, 

She  there  remain*d :  but  with  right  wary  heede, 

Least  any  more  such  practise  should  ^roceede. 

Now  mote  ye  know  (that  which  to  Britomart 

Unknowen  was)  whence  all  this  did  proceede ; 

And  for  what  cause  so  great  mischievous  smart 

Was  ment  to  her  that  never  evill  ment  in  hart. 

The  goodman  of  this  house  was  Dolon  hight ;  82 

A  man  of  subtill  wit  and  wicked  minde, 

That  whilome  in  his  youth  had  bene  a  knight, 

And  armes  had  borne,  but  httle  good  could  finde. 

And  much  lesse  honour  by  that  warlike  kinde 

Of  life  •  for  he  was  nothing  valorous. 

But  with  slie  shiftes  and  wiles  did  underminde 

All  noble  knights,  which  were  adventuroiis. 

And  many  brought  to  shame  by  treason  treacheroos* 

He  had  three  sonnes,  all  three  like  fathers  sonnes,  83 

Like  treacherous,  like  full  of  fraud  and  guile. 

Of  all  that  on  this  earthly  compasse  wonnes : 

The  eldest  of  the  which  was  slaine  erewhile 

By  Artegall,  through  his  owne  guilty  wile; 

His  name  was  Guizor ;  whose  untimely  fate 

For  to  avenge,  full  many  treasons  vile 

His  father  Dolon  had  deviz'd  of  late 

With  these  his  wicked  sons,  and  shewd  his  cankred  hate. 

For  sure  he  weend  that  this  his  present  guest  84 

Was  Artegall,  by  many  tokens  plaine ; 

But  ehiefl^  by  that  yron  page  he  ghest. 

Which  still  was  wont  witn  Artegall  remaine ; 

And  therefore  ment  him  surely  to  have  slaine : 

But  by  Grods  grace,  and  her  good  heedinesse. 

She  was  preserved  from  their  traytrous  traine. 

Thus  she  all  night  wore  out  in  watohfulnesse, 

Ke  sufired  slothfull  sleepe  her  eyelids  to  oppresse. 
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The  morrow  next,  so  soone  aa  dawning  honro  35 

Discovered  had  the  light  to  living  eve. 

She  forth  yssew'd  out  of  her  loathed  bowre. 

With  foil  intent  t'  avenge  that  villany 

On  that  vilde  man  and  all  his  family : 

And,  comming  down  to  seeke  them  where  they  wond, 

Nor  sire,  nor  sonnes,  nor  any  could  she  spie ; 

Each  rowme  she  sought,  but  them  all  empty  fond : 

They  all  were  fled  for  feare;  but  whether,  neither  kond. 

She  saw  it  vaine  to  make  there  lenger  stay,  36 

But  tooke  her  steede ;  and  thereon  mounting  light 

Gran  her  addresse  unto  her  former  way. 

She  had  not  rid  the  mountenance  of  a  flight, 

But  that  she  saw  there  present  in  her  sight 

Those  two  false  brethren  on  that  perillous  bridge. 

On  which  Pollente  with  Artegall  did  fight. 

Streight  was  the  passage,  like  a  ploughed  ridge, 

That,  if  two  met,  the  one  mote  needs  fall  o*er  the  lidge. 

There  they  did  thinke  themselves  on  her  to  wreake :         87 

Who  as  she  nigh  unto  them  drew,  the  one 

These  vile  reproches  gan  unto  her  speake ; 

"  Thou  recreant  false  traytor,  that  with  lone 

Of  armes  hast  knighthood  stolne,  yet  knight  art  none. 

No  more  shall  now  the  darkenesse  of  the  night 

Defend  thee  from  the  vengeance  of  thy  fone ; 

But  with  thy  bloud  thou  shalt  appease  the  spright 

Of  Guieor  by  thee  slaine  and  murdred  by  thy  uight** 

Strange  were  the  words  in  Britomartis  eare ;  38 

Yet  stayd  she  not  for  them,  h\x\  forward  fared. 

Till  to  the  perillous  bridge  she  came;  and  Uiero 

Talus  desir'd  that  he  might  have  prepared 

The  way  to  her,  and  those  two  losels  scared: 

But  she  thereat  was  wroth,  that  for  despight 

The  glauncing  sparkles  through  her  bever  glared. 

And  from  her  eies  did  flash  out  fiery  light, 

Like  coles  that  through  a  silver  censer  sparkle  bright. 

She  stayd  not  to  advise  which  way  to  take ;  3 

But,  putting  spurres  unto  her  fiery  beast, 

Thorough  the  midst  of  them  she  way  did  make. 

The  one  of  them,  which  most  her  wrath  increast^ 

UjDon  her  speare  she  bore  before  her  breast, 

Till  to  the  bridges  further  end  she  past : 

Wliere  falling  downe  his  challenge  ne  releast : 

The  other  over  side  the  bridge  she  cast 

Into  the  river,  where  he  dn^e  his  deadly  last 
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A^  when  the  flftfthing  leyin  haps  to  light  40 

Uponii  two  stubborne  oakes,  which  stand  so  neare 

Tuat  Tray^  betwixt  them  none  appeares  in  sight  j 

The  engin,  fiercely  flying  forth,  doth  teare 

Th'  one  firom  the  earth,  and  through  the  aire  doth  beaie; 

The  other  it  with  force  doth  overthrow 

TJppon  one  side,  and  from  his  rootes  doth  reare : 

So  did  the  championesse  these  two  there  strow. 

And  to  there  sire  their  carcasses  left  to  bestow. 


CANTO  VIL 

Briiomart  comes  to  Isii  cboroh. 
Where  8hee  strange  yisions  sees  t 

She  fights  with  Badigund,  her  slaies, 
And  Art^gaU  thence  frees. 


Nought  is  on  earth  more  sacred  or  divine. 

That  gods  and  men  doe  equally  adore. 

Then  this  same  vertue  that  doth  right  define ; 

For  th*  hevens  themselves,  whence  mortal  men  implore 

E-iffht  in  their  wrongs,  are  rul'd  by  righteous  lore 

Of  highest  love,  who  doth  true  iustice  deale 

To  his  inferiour  gods,  and  evermore 

Therewith  containes  his  heavenly  commonweale : 

The  skill  whereof  to  princes  hearts  he  doth  reveale. 

"Well  therefore  did  the  antique  world  invent 

That  Iustice  was  a  god  of  soveraine  grace. 

And  altars  unto  him  and  temples  lent. 

And  heavenly  honours  in  the  highest  place ; 

Calling  hiingreat  Osyris,  of  the  race 

Of  th'  old  -^Egyptian  kings  that  whylome  were ; 

With  fayned  colours  shading  a  true  case ; 

For  that  Osyris,  whilest  he  Kved  here. 

The  iustest  man  alive  and  truest  did  appeare. 

His  wife  was  Isis ;  whom  they  likewise  made 
A  goddesse  of  great  powre  and  soverainty. 
And  in  her  person  cunningly  did  shade 
That  part  of  iustice  which  is  equity. 
Whereof  I  have  to  treat  here  presently: 
Unto  whose  temple  whenas  Britomart 
Arrived,  shee  with  great  humility 
Did  enter  in,  ne  would  that  night  depart; 
But  Talus  mote  not  be  admitted  to  her  part 
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There  she  received  was  in  goodlj  wize 

Of  many  priesto,  which  daily  did  attend 

Uppon  the  lites  and  daily  sacrifize, 

AU  clad  in  linnen  robes  with  silver  hemd  T 

And  on  their  heads  with  long  locks  comely  kemd 

They  wore  rich  mitres  shaped  like  the  moone. 

To  shew  that  Isis  doth  the  moone  portend ; 

Like  as  Osyris  signifies  the  sunne ! 

For  that  they  both  like  race  in  eqoall  iustice  ranno. 

The  championesse  them  greeting,  as  she  could. 

Was  thence  by  them  into  the  temple  led ; 

"Whose  goodly  building  when  she  did  behoiild 

Borne  uppon  stately  piUours,  all  dispred 

With  shming  gold,  and  arched  over  ned, 

She  wondred  at  the  workmans  passing  skill, 

Whose  like  before  she  never  saw  nor  red ; 

And  thereuppon  long  while  stood  ffazing  still. 

But  thought  that  she  thereon  could  never  gaze  hear  fUL 

Thenceforth  unto  the  idoll  they  her  brought; 

The  which  was  framed  all  of  silver  fine, 

So  well  as  could  with  cunning  hand  be  wrought 

And  clothed  all  in  (larments  made  of  line, 

Hemd  all  about  with  fringe  of  silver  twine : 

Uppon  her  head  she  wore  a  crowne  of  gold ; 

To  shew  that  she  had  powre  in  thinss  diving : 

And  at  her  feete  a  crocodile  was  rold. 

That  with  her  wreathed  taile  her  middle  did  enfold. 

One  foote  was  set  uppon  the  crocodile. 
And  on  the  ground  tne  other  fast  did  stand; 
So  meaning  to  suppresse  both  forged  guile 
And  open  force ;  and  in  her  oUier  hand 
She  stretched  forth  a  long  white  sdender  wand. 
Such  was  the  goddease:  whom  when  Britomart 
Had  long  beheld,  herseUe  uppon  the  land 
She  did  prostr4te,  and  with  nght  humble  hart 
Unto  herselfe  her  silent  prayers  did  impart. 

To  which  the  idoll  as  it  were  inclining 
Her  wand  did  move  with  amiable  looKe, 
By  outward  shew  her  inward  sence  desining : 
Who  well  perceiving  how  her  wand  she  shooke. 
It  as  a  token  of  good  fortune  tooke, 
By  this  the  day  with  dampe  was  overcast, 
And  ioyous  light  the  house  of  love  forsooke ; 
Which  when  she  saw,  her  helmet  she  unlaate 
And  by  tiie  altan  aide  herselie  to  slumber  plaatc. 
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For  other  beds  the  priesta  there  used  none,  9 

Sut  on  their  mother  earths  deare  lap  did  lie, 

And  bake  their  sides  uppon  the  cold  hard  stone, 

T'  enure  tliemselves  to  suflferaunce  thereby, 

And  proud  rebellious  flesh  to  mortify: 

For,  oy  the  vow  of  their  relii^on, 

They  tied  were  to  stedfast  chastibr 

And  continence  of  life ;  that,  all  forgon, 

They  mote  the  better  tend  to  their  devotion. 

Therefore  they  mote  not  taste  of  fleshly  food,  10 

Ne  feed  on  ought  the  which  doth  bloud  containe, 

Ne  drinke  of  wine ;  for  wine  they  say  is  blood. 

Even  the  bloud  of  gyants,  which  were  slaine 

By  thundring  love  m  the  Phlegrean  plaine : 

For  which  the  earth  (as  they  the  story  tell) 

Wroth  with  the  gods,  which  to  perpetuall  paine 

Had  danm'd  her  sonnes  which  gainst  them  did  rebell, 

With  inward  griefe  and  malice  did  against  them  swell: 

And  of  their  vitall  bloud,  the  which  was  shed  11 

Into  her  pregnant  bosome.  forth  she  brought 

The  firuitmll  vine ;  whose  liquor  blouddy  red, 

Having  the  mindes  of  men  with  fiary  fraught. 

Mote  in  them  stirre  up  old  rebellious  thought 

To  make  new  warre  against  the  gods  againe : 

Such  is  the  powre  of  that  same  iruit,  that  nought 

The  fell  contagion  may  thereof  rcstraine, 

Ne  within  reasons  rule  her  madding  mood  containe. 

There  did  the  warlike  maide  herselfe  repose,  12 

Under  the  wings  of  Isis  all  that  night : 

And  with  sweete  rest  her  heavy  eyes  aid  close. 

After  that  lonjc  daies  toile  and  wearie  plight : 

Where  whilest  her  earthly  parts  with  soft  delight 

Of  sencelesse  sleepe  did  deeply  drowned  lie, 

There  did  appeare  unto  her  neavenly  spright 

A  wondrous  vision,  which  did  close  unplie 

The  course  of  all  her  fortune  and  postehtie. 

Her  8eem*d  as  she  was  doing  sacrifice  13 

To  Isis,  deckt  with  mitre  on  her  hed 

And  linnen  stole  aft;er  those  priestes  guize, 

All  sodainely  she  saw  transflgured 

Her  linnen  stole  to  robe  of  scarlet  red. 

And  moone-like  mitre  to  a  crowne  of  ffold ; 

That  even  she  herselfe  much  wondered 

At  such  a  channge,  and  ioyed  to  behold 

Herselfe  adom'd  with  gems  and  iewels  manifold* 
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And,  in  the  midst  of  her  felicity,  li 

An  hideous  tempest  seemed  from  below, 

To  rise  through  all  the  temple  sodainely, 

That  from  the  altar  all  about  did  blow 

The  holy  fire,  and  all  the  embers  strow 

Uppon  the  ground ;  which,  kindled  privily, 

Into  outra/?ious  flames  unwares  did  grow. 

That  all  the  temple  put  in  ieopardy 

Of  flaming,  and  nerselfe  in  great  perplexity. 

With  that  the  crocodile,  which  sleeping  lay  15 

Under  the  idols  feete  in  fearelesse  bowre, 

Seem*d  to  awake  in  horrible  dismay, 

As  being  troubled  with  that  stormy  stowre; 

And  gaping  greedy  wide  did  streight  devoure 

Both  flames  and  tempest ;  with  which  growen  great. 

And  swolne  with  pride  of  his  owne  peer^esse  powre. 

He  gan  to  threaten  her  likewise  to  eat : 

But  that  the  goddesse  with  her  rod  him  backe  did  beat. 

Tho,  turning  all  his  pride  to  humblesse  meeke^  16 

Himselfe  before  her  feete  he  lowly  threw 

And  gan  for  grace  and  love  of  her  to  seeke : 

Which  she  accepting,  he  so  neare  her  drew 

That  of  his  game  she  soone  enwombed  grew. 

And  forth  (Ed  bring  a  lion  of  great  might, 

That  shortly  did  all  other  beasts  subdew : 

With  that  she  waked  fidl  of  feareftil  firight. 

And  doubtfully  dismayd  through  that  so  uncouth  nglit. 

So  thereuppon  long  while  she  musing  lay,  17 

With  thousand  thoughts  feeding  her  fantosie ; 

Untill  she  spide  the  lampe  of  hgntsome  day 

Up-hfted  in  the  porch  of  heaven  hie : 

Then  up  she  rose  fraught  with  mel&ncholy. 

And  forth  into  the  lower  parts  did  pas, 

Whereas,  the  priestes  she  found  fufl  busily 

About  their  holy  thin^  for  morrow  mas ; 

"Wliom  she  saluting  faire,  faire  resaluted  waa. 

But^  by  the  chan^  of  her  unchearefull  looke,  J9 

Thev  might  perceive  she  was  not  well  in  plight. 

Or  that  some  pensiveness  to  heart  she  tooke : 

Therefore  thus  one  of  them,  who  seem*d  in  sight 

To  be  the  greatest  and  the  gravest  wight. 

To  her  bespake ;  "  Sir  knight,  it  seems  to  me 

That,  thorough  evill  rest  of  this  last  night, 

Or  ill  apayd  or  much  dismayd  ye  be ; 

That  by  your  change  of  chaarie  is  easie  for  to  see.** 
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*'  Certes,"  gayd  she,  "  sith  ye  so  well  have  spide  19 

The  troublous  passion  of  my  pensiye  mind, 

I  will  not  seeke  the  same  from  you  to  hide : 

But  will  my  cares  unfolde,  in  hope  to  find 

Your  aide  to  guide  me  out  of  errour  blind." 

"  Say  on,"  quoth  he,  "  the  secret  of  your  hart  i 

For,  by  the  noly  vow  which  me  doth  bind, 

I  am  adiur'd  best  counsell  to  impart 

To  all  that  shall  require  my  comfort  in  their  smart" 

*  Then  gan  she  to  declare  the  whole  discourse  20 

Of  all  that  vision  which  to  her  appeared, 
As  well  as  to  her  minde  it  had  recourse. 
All  which  when  he  unto  the  end  had  heard, 
Like  to  a  weake  faint-hearted  man  he  fared 
Through  great  astonishment  of  that  strange  sight, 
And,  with  long  locks  up-standing  stifiy,  stared 
Like  one  adawed  with  some  dreadfuU  sprifrht : 
So  fiid  with  heavenly  fury  thus  he  her  Demght; 

**  Ma^ificke  virgin,  that  in  queint  disguise  21 

Of  British  armes  doest  maske  thy  royall  blood, 

So  to  pursue  a  perillous  emprize ; 

How  couldst  thou  weene,  through  that  disguized  hood, 

To  hide  thy  state  from  being  understood  P 

Can  from  th'  immortall  gods  ought  hidden  beeP 

They  doe  thy  linage,  and  thy  lordly  brood. 

They  doe  thy  sire  lamenting  sore  for  thee, 

They  doe  thy  love  forlome  m  womens  thraldome  see. 

"  The  end  whereof,  and  all  the  long  event,  22 

They  doe  to  thee  in  this  same  dreame  discover : 

For  that  same  crocodile  doth  represent 

The  righteous  knight  that  is  thy  faithfull  lover. 

Like  to  Osyris  in  all  iust  endever : 

For  tliat  same  crocodile  Osyris  is. 

That  under  Isis  feete  doth  sleepe  for  ever ; 

To  shew  that  clemence  oil,  in  things  amis, 

Eestraines  those  steme  behests  and  cruell  doomcs  of  his. 

"  That  knight  shall  all  the  troublous  stormes  asswage       23 

And  raging  flames,  that  many  foes  shall  reare 

To  hinder  thee  from  the  iust  heritage 

Of  thy  sires  crowne,  and  from  thv  countrey  deare : 

Then  shalt  thou  take  him  to  thy  loved  fere. 

And  iovne  in  equall  portion  of  thy  realme : 

And  afterwards  a  sonne  to  him  sualt  beare. 

That  lion-like  shall  shew  his  powre  extreame. 

So  blesse  thee  GtxL  and  give  thee  ioyance  of  thy  dreame  1" 
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All  which  when  she  unto  the  end  had  heard,  84 

She  much  was  eased  in  her  troublous  thought* 

And  on  those  priests  bestowed  rich  reward ; 

And  royall  gifts  of  gold  and  silver  wrought 

She  for  a  present  to  their  goddesse  brought. 

Then  taking  leave  of  them  she  forward  went 

To  seeke  her  love,  where  he  was  to  be  sought, 

Ne  rested  till  she  came  without  relent 

Unto  the  land  of  amazons,  as  she  was  bent. 

Whereof  when  newes  to  Badigond  was  brought,  25 

Not  with  amaze,  as  women  wonted  bee. 

She  was  confused  in  her  troublous  thought ; 

But  fild  with  courage  and  with  io^rous  glee, 

As  fflad  to  heare  of  armes,  the  which  now  jhe 

Had  long  surceast,  she  bad  to  open  bold. 

That  she  the  face  of  her  new  foe  might  see : 

But  when  they  of  that  jron  man  had  told, 

Which  late  her  folke  had  slaine,  she  bad  them  fortli  to  hold. 

So  there  without  the  gate,  as  seemed  best,  26 

She  caused  her  pavihon  be  pight ; 

In  which  stout  Britomart  herselfe  did  rest. 

Whiles  Talus  watched  at  the  dore  all  night. 

All  night  likewise  they  of  the  towne  in  fright 

Uppon  their  wall  good  watch  and  ward  did  keepe. 

The  morrow  next,  so  soone  as  dawning  light 

Bad  doe  away  the  dampe  of  drouzie  sleepe. 

The  warlike  amazon  out  of  her  bowre  did  peepe; 

And  caused  streight  a  trumpet  loud  to  shrill,  27 

To  wame  her  foe  to  battell  soone  be  prest : 

Who,  lotig  before  awoke,  (for  she  full  ill 

Could  sleepe  all  night,  that  in  unquiet  brest 

Did  closely  harbour  such  a  iealous  fuest,) 

Was  to  the  battell  whilome  ready  dight. 

Eftsoones  that  warriouresse  with  haughty  crest 

Did  forth  issue  all  ready  for  the  fight ; 

On  th'  other  side  her  foe  appeared' soone  in  sight. 

But,  ere  th^  reared  hand,  the  amazone  £3 

Be^an  the  streight  conditions  to  propound. 

With  which  she  used  still  to  tye  ncr  fone. 

To  serve  her  so,  as  she  the  rest  had  bound: 

Which  when  the  other  heard,  she  sternly  frownd 

For  high  disdaine  of  such  indignity, 

Knd  would  no  lenger  treat,  but  bad  them  sound : 

J<or  her  no  other  termes  should  ever  tie 

Then  what  prescribed  were  by  lawes  of  chevalrie. 
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The  trompets  sound,  and  they  together  ran  29 

With  flcreedy  rage,  and  with  their  faalchins  smot ; 

Ne  either  sought  the  others  strokes  to  shun, 

But  through  great  fuiy  both  their  skill  forgot, 

And  practicke  use  in  armes ;  ne  spared  not 

Their  dainty  parts,  which  nature  had  created 

So  faire  and  tender  without  staine  or  spot 

For  other  uses  then  they  them  translated ; 

Which  they  now  hackt  and  hewd  as  if  such  use  they  hated. 

As  when  a  tygre  and  a  Uonesse  30 

Are  met  at  spoyling  of  some  hungry  pray, 

Both  challenge  it  with  equall  greedinesse : 

But  first  the  tygre  clawes  thereon  did  lay; 

And  therefore  loth  to  loose  her  ridiit  away 

Doth  in  defence  thereof  full  stouWy  stond: 

To  which  the  Uon  strongly  doth  gainesay, 

That  she  to  hunt  the  beast  first  tooke  in  hond ; 

And  therefore  ought  it  have  wherever  she  it  fond. 

Pull  fiercely  layde  the  amazon  about,  31 

And  dealt  her  blowes  unmercifully  sore; 

Which  Britomart  withstood  with  courage  stout, 

And  them  repaide  againe  with  double  more. 

So  long  they  fought,  that  all  grassie  fiore 

Was  md  with  bloud  which  from  their  sides  did  flow. 

And  gushed  through  their  armes,  that  all  in  gore 

They  trode,  and  on  the  ground  their  lives  did  strow, 

Like  fruitles  seede,  of  which  untimely  death  should  grow. 

At  last  proud  Eadigund  with  fell  despight,  32 

Having  by  chaunce  espide  advantage  neare, 

Let  drive  at  her  with  all  her  dreadfuU  miffht, 

And  thus  upbrayding  said ;  "  This  token  oeare 

Unto  the  man  whom  thou  doest  love  so  deare ; 

And  tell  him  for  his  sake  thy  life  thou  ^vest." 

Which  spitefull  words  she  sore  engriev  d  to  heare 

Thus  answer'd ;  "  Lewdly  thou  my  love  depravest. 

Who  shortly  must  repent  that  now  so  vainely  bravest/' 

Nathlesse  that  stroke  so  cruell  passage  found,  33 

That  glauncing  on  her  shoulder-plate  it  bit 

Unto  the  bone,  and  made  a  griesly  wound. 

That  she  her  shield  through  ragiiLg  smart  of  it 

Could  scarse  uphold ;  yet  soone  she  it  requit : 

For,  having  force  increast  through  furious  paine. 

She  her  so  rudely  on  the  helmet  smit 

That  it  empierced  to  the  very  braine. 

And  her  proud  person  low  prostrated  on  the  plamo.' 
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Where  being  layd,  the  wrothfull  Britonesse 
Stayd  not  till  she  came  to  herselfe  againe ; 
But  in  revenge  both  of  her  loves  distresse 
And  her  late  vile  reproch  though  vaunted  vaine. 
And  also  of  her  wound  which  sore  did  paine. 
She  with  one  stroke  both  head  and  heunet  cleft : 
Which  dreadful  sight  when  all  her  warlike  traine 
There  present  saw,  each  one  of  sence  bereft 
fled  fiuBt  into  the  towne,  and  her  sole  victor  left. 

But  yet  BO  fast  they  could  not  home  retrate,  35 

But  that  swift  Talus  did  the  formost  win ; 

And,  pressing  through  the  preace  unto  the  gate» 

Pelmell  with  them  attonce  did  enter  in : 

There  then  a  piteous  slaughter  did  begin ; 

For  all  that  ever  came  within  his  reach 

He  with  his  yron  £ale  did  thresh  so  thin, 

That  he  no  worke  at  all  left  for  the  leach ; 

like  to  an  hideous  storme,  which  nothing  may  empeaoh. 

And  now  by  this  the  noble  conqueresse  36 

Herselfe  came  in,  her  glory  to  partake; 

Where  though  revengefuU  vow  she  did  professe. 

Yet,  when  she  saw  the  heapes  which  he  did  make 

Of  slaughtred  carkasses,  her  heart  did  quake 

For  very  ruth,  which  did  it  almost  rive. 

That  she  his  fury  willed  him  to  slake: 

For  else  he  sure  had  left  not  one  ahve ; 

But  all,  in  his  revenge,  of  spirite  would  deprive. 

Tho,  when  she  had  his  execution  stayd,  37 

She  for  that  yron  prison  did  enquire, 

In  which  her  wretched  love  was  captive  layd : 

Which  breaking  open  with  indignant  ire. 

She  entred  into  all  the  partes  entire : 

Where  when  she  saw  that  lothly  uncouth  sight 

Of  men  disguiz'd  in  womanishe  attire. 

Her  heart  gan  grudge  for  veiy  deepe  despight 

Of  so  unmanly  maske  in  misery  misdight. 

At  last  whenas  to  her  owne  love  she  came,  38 

Whom  like  disguize  no  lesse  deformed  had. 

At  sight  thereof  abasht  with  secrete  shame 

She  tumd  her  head  aside,  as  nothing  glad 

To  have  beheld  a  spectacle  so  bad ; 

And  then  too  well  oeliev*d  that  which  tofore 

lealous  suspect  as  true  untruely  dnid: 

Which  vaine  conceipt  now  nourishing  no  more,  1 

She  sought  with  rum  to  salve  his  sad  mbfortunes  aore. 
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I^ot  80  great  wonder  and  astonishment  89 

Did  the  most  chast  Penelope  possesse, 

To  see  her  lord,  that  was  reported  drent 

And  dead  long  since  in  dolorous  distresse. 

Come  home  to  her  in  piteous  wretchednesse. 

After  lonff  travell  of  full  twenty  yeares ; 

That  she  knew  not  his  favours  likelynesse. 

For  many  scarres  and  man^  hoary  heares ;    * 

But  stood  long  staring  on  him  mongst  uncertaine  feares. 

"  Ah !  my  deare  lord,  what  sight  is  this,"  quoth  she,        40 

**  What  may-game  hath  misfortune  made  of  you  P 

Where  is  that  dreadfull  manly  lookeP  where  be 

Those  mighty  pahnes,  the  which  ye  wont  t*  embrew 

In  bloud  of  kings,  and  great  hoastes  to  subdewP 

Could  ought  on  earth  so  wondrous  change  have  wrought 

As  to  have  robde  you  of  that  manly  hewP 

Could  so  great  courage  stouped  have  to  ought  P 

Then  farewell,  fleshly  force ;  I  see  thy  pride  is  nought !" 

Thenceforth  she  streight  into  a  bowre  him  brought,         41 

And  causd  him  those  uncomely  weedes  undight ; 

And  in  their  steede  for  other  rayment  sought, 

Whereof  there  was  great  store,  and  armors  bright. 

Which  had  bene  reft  from  manv  a  noble  knight ; 

Whom  that  proud  amazon  subdewed  had, 

Whilest  fortune  favourd  her  successe  in  fight 

In  which  whenas  she  him  anew  had  clad. 

She  was  reviv'd,  and  ioyd  much  in  his  semblance  glad. 

So  there  awhile  thev  aflerwards  remained,  43 

Hini  to  refresh,  and  her  late  wounds  to  heale : 

During  which  snace  she  there  as  princess  rained; 

And  changing  all  that  forme  of  conmion-weale 

The  liberty  of  women  did  repeale, 

Which  they  had  long  usurpt ;  and,  them  restoring 

To  mens  subiection,  did  true  iustice  deale : 

That  all  they,  as  a  goddesse,  her  adoring. 

Her  wisedome  did  admire,  and  hearkned  to  her  loring. 

For  all  those  knights,  which  long  in  cimtive  shade  43 

Had  shrowded  bene,  she  did  from  thraidome  free ; 

And  magistrates  of  all  that  city  made. 

And  gave  to  them  great  living  and  large  fee : 

And,  that  they  should  for  ever  faithfufi  bee. 

Made  them  sweare  fealty  to  Artegall : 

Who  when  himselfe  now  well  recur'd  did  see. 

He  purposd  to  proceed,  whatso  befall, 

Tlppon  nifl  first  adventure  which  him  forth  did  calL 
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Full  sad  and  sorrowfoll  was  Britomart 
For  his  departure,  her  new  cause  of  griefe ; 
Yet  wisely  moderated  her  owne  smart, 
Seeing  his  honor,  which  she  tendred  chiefot 
Consisted  much  in  that  adventures  priefe : 
The  care  whereof,  and  hope  of  his  successe. 
Grave  unto  her  great  comiort  and  reUefe ; 
That  womanish  complaints  she  did  represse, 
And  tempred  for  the  time  her  present  heavinesse. 

There  she  continued  for  a  certaine  space, 

Till  through  his  want  her  woe  did  more  increase : 

Then,  hopmg  that  the  change  of  aire  and  place 

Would  change  her  paine  and  sorrow  somewhat  ease 

She  parted  thence,  her  anguish  to  appease. 

Meane  while  her  noble  lord  Sir  Artegall 

Went  on  his  way ;  ne  ever  howre  did  cease. 

Till  he  redeemed  had  that  lady  thrall : 

That  for  another  canto  will  more  dtly  falL 


CANTO  VIIL 

Prince  Arthnre  and  Sir  Artegall 

Free  Saroient  fhrni  fear«: 
They  slay  the  soodan ;  drive  hia  wife^ 

Adida  to  despaire. 

Nought  imder  heaven  so  strongly  doth  allure 
The  sence  of  man,  and  all  his  mmde  possesse. 
As  beauties  lovely  baite,  that  doth  procure 
Great  warriours  oft  their  rigour  to  represse. 
And  mighty  hands  forget  their  manhnesse ; 
Drawne  with  the  powre  of  an  heart-robbing  eye. 
And  wrapt  in  fetters  of  a  golden  tresse. 
That  can  with  melting  pleasaunce  moUifye 
Their  hardned  hearts  enur'd  to  bloud  and  cruelty. 

So  whylome  leamd  that  mighty  lewish  swaine. 

Each  of  whose  lockes  did  matcn  a  man  in  might. 

To  lay  his  spoiles  before  his  lemans  traine : 

So  also  did  that  great  Oetean  knight 

For  his  loves  sake  his  lions  skin  undight ; 

And  so  did  warlike  Antony  neglect 

The  worlds  whole  rule  for  Cleopatras  sight. 

Such  wondrous  powre  hath  wemens  faire  aspect 

To  captive  men,  and  make  them  all  the  world  reieci» 
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Yet  oould  it  not  steme  Artegall  retaine,  8 

Nor  hold  from  suite  of  his  avowed  quest. 

Which  he  had  undertane  to  Gloriaue ; 

But  lefl  his  love  (albe  her  strong  request) 

Faire  Britomart  in  languor  and  unrest. 

And  rode  himselfe  uppon  his  first  intent : 

Ne  day  nor  night  did  ever  idly  rest  $ 

Ne  wight  but  onely  Talus  with  him  went. 

The  true  guide  of  his  way  and  vertuous  government. 

80  travelling,  he  chaunst  far  off  to  heed  4 

A  damzell  nying  on  a  palfrey  fast 

Before  two  knights  that  afW  her  did  speed 

With  all  their  powre,  and  her  full  fiercely  ohast 

In  hope  to  have  her  overhent  at  last : 

Yet  fied  she  fast,  and  both  them  farre  outwent, 

Carried  with  wings  of  feare,  like  fowle  aghast, 

With  locks  all  loose,  and  rayment  all  to  rent : 

And  ever  as  she  rode  her  eye  was  backeward  bent 

Soone  after  these  he  saw  another  knight,  5 

That  after  those  two  former  rode  apace 

With  speare  in  rest,  and  prickt  witn  all  his  might : 

So  ran  they  all,  as  they  had  bene  at  baoe. 

They  being  chased  that  did  others  chace. 

At  length  he  saw  the  hindmost  overtake 

One  of  those  two,  and  force  him  tume  his  face; 

However  loth  he  were  his  wav  to  slake. 

Yet  mote  he  algates  now  abide,  and  answere  make. 

But  th'  other  still  pursu'd  the  fearefnll  mayd ;  6 

Who  still  from  him  as  fast  away  did  flie, 

Ne  once  for  ought  her  speedy  passage  stayd. 

Till  that  at  length  she  did  before  her  spie 

Sir  Artegall,  to  whom  she  strei^ht  did  hie 

With  gladfull  hast,  in  hope  of  mm  to  get 

Sucoour  against  her  greedy  enimy : 

Who  seeing  her  approch  gan  forward  set 

To  save  her  from  her  feare,  and  him  from  foroe  to  let. 

But  he,  like  hound  full  gioedy  of  his  pray,  7 

Bein^  impatient  of  impediment, 

Contmu'd  still  his  course,  and  by  the  way 

Thought  with  his  speare  him  quight  have  overwent, 

So  both  together,  yiike  felly  bent 

Like  fiercely  met :  but  Artegall  was  stronger. 

And  better  skiid  in  tilt  and  turnament. 

And  bore  him  quite  out  of  his  saddle,  longer        [wronger : 

Then  two  speares  length:   so  mischiefe  over-matcht  the 
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And  in  Ms  fall  misfortone  him  mistooke ;  8 

For  on  his  head  unhappily  he  pight, 

That  his  owne  waight  hia  necke  asunder  broke. 

And  left  there  dead.    Meane  while  the  other  knight 

Defeated  had  the  other  fay  tour  quight, 

And  all  his  bowels  in  his  body  brast : 

Whom  leaving  there  in  that  dispiteous  plight, 

He  ran  still  on,  thinking  to  follow  fast 

His  other  fellow  pagan  which  before  him  past. 

Instead  of  whom  finding  there  ready  prest  0 

Sir  Artegall,  without  discretion 

He  at  him  ran  with  ready  speare  in  rest: 

Who,  seemg  him  come  still  so  fiercely  on, 

Against  him  made  againe :  so  both  anon 

Together  met,  and  strongly  either  strooke 

And  broke  their  speares ;  yet  neither  has  forgon 

His  horses  backe,  yet  to  and  fro  long  shooke  [quooke. 

And  tottred,  like  two  towres  which  through  a  tempest 

But,  when  againe  they  had  recovered  sence,  10 

They  drew  their  swords,  in  mind  to  make  amends 

For  what  their  speares  had  fay  Id  of  their  pretence: 

Which  when  the  damzell,  who  those  deadr^  ends 

Of  both  her  foes  had  seene^and  now  her  frends 

For  her  beginning  a  more  fearefuU  fray ; 

She  to  them  runnes  in  hast,  and  her  haire  rends 

Crying  to  them  their  cruell  hands  to  stay, 

TTntill  they  both  do  heare  what  she  to  them  will  say. 

Thev  stayd  their  hands ;  when  she  thus  gan  to  speake ;    J 1 

**  An !  gentle  knights,  what  meane  ye  thus  unwise 

Upon  yourselves  anothers  wrong  to  wreake  P 

I  am  the  wrong'd,  whom  ye  did  enterprise 

Both  to  redresse,  and  both  redrest  likewise : 

Witnesse  the  paynims  both,  whom  ye  may  see 

There  dead  on  ground :  what  doe  ye  then  devise 

Of  more  revenge?  if  more,  then  I  am  shee 

Which  was  the  roote  of  all ;  end  your  revenge  on  me." 

Whom  when  they  heard  so  say,  they  lookt  about  12 

To  weete  if  it  were  true  as  she  had  told ; 

Where  when  they  saw  their  foes  dead  out  of  doubt, 

Eflsoones  they  gan  their  wrothfiill  hands  to  hold. 

And  ventailes  reare  each  other  to  behold. 

Tho,  whenas  Artegall  did  Arthure  vew. 

So  faire  a  creature  and  so  wondrous  bold. 

He  much  admired  bodi  liis  heart  and  hew. 

And  touched  with  intire  afieotion  nigh  him  drew ; 
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Saying,  "  sir  knight,  of  pardon  I  joa  pray,  13 

That  5l  unwoeting  hayo  you  wrong'd  thus  sore, 

Suffrin^  my  hand  against  my  heart  to  stray : 

'WTiich  if  ye  please  forgive,  I  will  therefore 

Xeeld  for  amends  myselfe  yours  evermore, 

Or  whatso  penaunce  shall  by  you  be  red." 

To  whom  the  prince ;  "  certes  me  needeth  more 

To  crave  the  same ;  whom  errour  so  misled, 

As  that  I  did  mistake  the  living  for  th#  ded. 

"  But,  sith  ye  please  that  both  our  blames  shall  die,         li 

Amends  may  for  the  trespasse  soone  be  made. 

Since  neither  is  endamadg'd  much  thereby." 

So  can  they  both  themselves  full  eath  perswade 

To  faire  accordaunce,  and  both  faults  to  shade. 

Either  embracing  other  lovingly. 

And  swearing  faith  to  either  on  his  blade. 

Never  thenceforth  to  nourish  enmity, 

But  either  others  cause  to  maintaine  mutually. 

Then  Artegall  gan  of  the  prince  enquire,  15 

What  were  those  knights  which  there  on  ground  were  layd 

And  had  receiv'd  their  follies  worthy  hire. 

And  for  what  cause  they  chased  so  that  mayd. 

**  Certes  I  wote  not  well,"  the  prince  then  sayd, 

"  But  by  adventure  found  them  faring  so. 

As  by  the  way  unweetingly  I  strayd. 

And  lo !  the  damzeU  selre,  whence  all  did  grow. 

Of  whom  we  may  at  will  the  whole  occasion  know." 

Then  they  that  damzell  called  to  them  nie,  16 

And  asked  her,  what  were  those  two  her  fone. 

From  whom  she  earst  so  fast  away  did  flie ; 

And  what  was  she  herselfe  so  woe-begone. 

And  for  what  cause  pursu'd  of  them  attone. 

To  whom  she  thus ;  **  Then  wote  ye  well,  that  I 

Doe  serve  a  queene  that  not  far  hence  doth  wone, 

A  princesse  of  great  powre  and  maiestie. 

Famous  through  all  the  world,  and  honor'd  far  and  nie. 

'*  Her  name  Mercilla  most  men  use  to  call  17 

That  is  a  mayden  queene  of  high  renowne, 

For  her  great  bounty  knowen  over  all 

And  soveraine  grace,  with  which  her  royaJl  crowne 

She  doth  support,  and  strongly  beateth  downe 

The  malice  or  her  foes,  which  her  envy 

And  at  her  happinesse  do  fret  and  frowne ; 

Yet  she  herselfe  the  more  doth  magnify. 

And  even  to  her  foes  her  mercies  multiply. 
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"  MoD^  many  which  maUgne  her  happj  state,  18 

There  is  a  mighty  man,  which  wonnes  here  by. 

That  with  most  tell  despight  and  deadly  hate*^ 

Seekes  to  subvert  her  crowne  and  dignity, 

And  all  his  powre  doth  thereunto  apply : 

And  her  good  knights,  (of  which  so  Drave  a  band 

Serves  her  as  any  princesse  under  sky,) 

He  either  spoiles,  if  they  against  him  stand. 

Or  to  his  part  allurei,  and  bribeth  under  hand. 

"  Ne  him  sufSceth  all  the  wrong  and  ill  ID 

Which  he  unto  her  people  does  each  day ; 

But  that  he  seekes  By  trayterous  ^^ines  to  spill 

Her  person,  and  her  sacred  selfe  to  eiay: 

That,  O  ye  heavens,  defend !  and  tume  awaj 

From  her  unto  the  miscreant  himselfe ; 

That  neither  hath  religion  nor  fay. 

But  makes  his  god  of  his  ungodlv  pelfe, 

And  idoles  serves :  so  let  his  idols  serve  the  elfe  I 

"  To  all  which  cruell  tyranny,  they  say,  20 

He  is  provokt,  and  stird  up  da^  and  night 

By  his  bad  wife  that  hight  Adicia; 

Who  counsels  him,  through  confidence  of  might. 

To  breake  all  bonds  of  law  and  rules  of  right : 

For  she  herselfe  professeth  mortall  foe 

To  Justice,  and  a^raiust  her  still  doth  fight, 

Workincr,  to  all  that  love  her,  deadly  woe, 

And  making  all  her  knights  and  people  to  doe  so. 

"  Which  my  lie^e  lady  seeing,  thought  it  best  21 

With  that  his  wife  in  friendly  wise  to  deale 

For  stint  of  strife  and  stablishment  of  rest 

Both  to  herselfe  and  to  her  common- weale, 

And  all  forepast  displeasures  to  repeale. 

So  me  in  message  unto  her  she  sent. 

To  treat  with  her,  hy  way  of  enterdeale, 

Of  finall  peace  and  taire  attonement 

Which  might  concluded  be  by  mutuaU  consent. 

"  All  times  have  wont  safe  passage  to  afford  22 

To  messengers  that  come  for  causes  iust: 

But  this  proude  dame,  disdayning  all  accord, 

Not  onely  into  bitter  termes  forth  brust, 

Beviling  me  and  rayling  as  she  lust. 

But  lastly,  to  make  proofe  of  utmost  shame, 

Me  like  a  dog  she  out  of  dores  did  thrust. 

Miscalling  me  by  many  a  bitter  name, 

That  never  did  her  ill,  ne  once  deserved  blame. 
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'*  And  lastly,  that  no  shame  might  wanting  be,  23 

When  I  was  gone,  soone  after  me  she  sent 

These  two  false  knights,  whom  there  ye  lying  see* 

To  be  by  them  dishonoured  and  shent : 

But,  thankt  be  Grod,  and  your  good  hardiment  i 

They  have  the  price  of  their  owne  folly  payd." 

So  said  this  damzell,  that  hight  Samient ; 

And  to  those  knights  for  their  so  noble  ayd 

Herselfe  most  gratefiill  shew'd,  and  heaped  thanks  repayd. 

But  they  now  having  throughly  heard  and  seene  24 

All  those  great  wrongs,  the  which  that  mayd  complained 

To  have  l^ne  done  against  her  lady  queene 

By  that  proud  dame,  which  her  so  much  disdained, 

Were  moved  much  thereat,  and  twixt  them  fained 

With  all  their  force  to  worke  avengement  strong, 

Uppon  the  souldan  selfe,  which  it  majmtained. 

Ana  on  his  lady,  th'  author  of  that  wrong. 

And  uppon  all  those  knights  that  did  to  her  belong. 

But,  thinking;  best  by  counterfet  disguise  25 

To  their  deseigne  to  make  the  easier  way, 

They  did  this  complot  twixt  themselves  devise : 

First,  that  Sir  Artegall  should  him  array 

like  one  of  those  two  knights  which  dead  there  lay; 

And  then  that  damzell,  the  sad  Samient, 

Should  as  his  nurchast  prize  with  him  convay 

Unto  the  souloans  court,  her  to  present 

Unto  his  Bcomefull  lady  that  for  her  had  sent 

So  as  they  had  deviz'd.  Sir  Artegall  26 

Him  clad  in  th'  armour  of  a  pagan  knight, 

And  taking  with  him,  as  his  vanquisht  thrall. 

That  damzeU,  led  her  to  the  souldans  right: 

Where  soone  as  his  proud  wife  of  her  had  sight, 

Forth  of  her  window  as  she  looking  lay. 

She  weened  streight  it  was  her  pa^nim  knight, 

Which  brought  that  damsell  as  his  purchast  pray; 

And  sent  to  him  a  page  that  mote  direct  his  way : 

Who,  bringing  them  to  their  appointed  place,  157 

Offred  his  service  to  disarme  the  knight; 

But  he  refusing  him  to  let  unlace. 

For  doubt  to  be  discovered  by  his  sight. 

Kept  himselfe  still  in  his  straung:e  armour  dight: 

Soone  after  whom  the  prince  arrived  there. 

And,  sending  to  the  souldan  in  despight 

A  bold  defyance,  did  of  him  requere 

That  damsell  whom  he  held  as  wrongful!  priaonere. 
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Wherewith  the  souldan  all  with  fiirie  fraught,  2S 

Swearing  and  banning  most  blasphemouBly, 

Commaonded  straight  his  armour  to  be  brought  i 

And,  mounting  straight  upon  a  charret  hje. 

With  yron  wheeles  and  hookes  arm'd  dreadfully, 

A^d  drawne  of  cruell  steedes  which  he  had  fed 

With  flesli  of  men.  whom  through  fell  tyranny 

He  slaugh  Ted  had,  and  ere  they  were  nalfe  ded 

Their  bodies  to  his  beastes  for  provender  did  spred ; 

So  forth  he  came  all  in  a  cote  of  plate  29 

Bomisht  with  bloudie  rust;  whiles  on  the  greene 

The  Briton  prince  him  readie  did  awayte 

In  glistering  armes  right  goodly  well  beseene, 

That  shone  as  bright  as  doth  the  heaven  sheene ; 

And  by  his  stirrup  Talus  did  attend, 

Plapng  his  pages  part,  as  he  had  beene 

Before  directed  by  his  lord ;  to  th*  end 

He  should  his  flaile  to  finall  execution  bend. 

Thus  goe  they  both  together  to  their  geare  80 

With  like  fierce  minds,  but  meanings  different: 

For  the  proud  souldan^  with  presumptuous  cheare 

And  countenance  subhme  and  insolent. 

Sought  onely  slaughter  and  avengement; 

But  the  brave  prince  for  honour  and  for  right, 

Grainst  tortious  powre  and  lawlesse  regiment. 

In  the  behalfe  of  wronged  weake  did  nght : 

More  in  his  causes  trum  he  trusted  then  in  might 

like  to  the  Thracian  tjrant,  who  they  say  31 

Unto  his  horses  gave  his  guests  for  meat, 

Till  he  himselfe  was  made  their  greedie  pray. 

And  tome  in  pieces  by  Alcides  great; 

So  thought  the  souldan,  in  his  follies  threat, 

Either  the  prince  in  peeoes  to  have  torne 

With  his  sharpe  wheeles  in  his  first  rages  heat. 

Or  under  his  fierce  horses  feet  have  borne, 

And  trampled  downe  in  dust  his  thoughts  disdained  soome. 

But  the  bold  child  that  periU  well  espying^  82 

.  If  he  too  rashly  to  his  charret  drew, 
Guve  way  unto  his  horses  speedie  fljring. 
And  their  resistlesse  rigour  did  eschew  x 
Yet,  as  he  passed  by,  the  pagan  threw 
A  shivering  dart  with  so  impetuous  force, 
That,  had  he  not  it  shunn'd  with  heedful  vew, 
It  had  himselfe  transfixed  or  his  horse. 
Or  made  them  both  one  masse  withouten  more  remorse. 
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Ofl  drew  the  prince  unto  his  charret  nigh.  ?3 

In  hope  some  stroke  to  fasten  on  him  neare; 

Bat  he  was  mounted  in  his  seat  so  high, 

And  his  wing-footed  coursers  him  did  bcare 

So  fast  away,  that,  ere  his  readie  speare 

He  could  aavance,  he  farre  was  gone  and  past; 

Yet  Btiir  he  him  did  follow  every  where. 

And  followed  was  of  him  likewise  full  fast. 

So  long  as  in  his  steedes  the  flaming  breata  did  last 

Aflraine  the  pagan  threw  another  dart,  34 

Of  which  he  had  with  him  abundant  store 

On  every  side  of  his  embatteld  cart, 

And  of  all  other  weapons  lesse  or  more. 

Which  warlike  uses  had  deviz*d  of  yore : 

The  wicked  shaft,  guyded  through  th'  avrie  wydo 

By  some  bad  spirit  that  it  to  mischiefe  bore, 

Stayd  not,  till  through  his  curat  it  did  glyde. 

And  made  a  griesly  wound  in  his  enriven  side. 

Much  was  he  grieved  with  that  haplesse  throe,  S5 

That  opened  had  the  welspring  of  his  blood ; 

But  much  the  more  that  to  his  hatefull  foe 

He  mote  not  come  to  wreake  his  wrathfull  mood: 

That  made  him  rave,  like  to  a  lyon  wood, 

Which  being  wounded  of  the  huntsmans  hand 

Cannot  come  neare  him  in  the  covert  wood, 

Where  he  with  boughes  hath  built  his  shady  stand. 

And  fenst  himselfe  about  with  many  a  flftming  brand. 

Still  when  he  sought  t*approch  unto  him  ny  86 

His  charret  wheeles  about  him  whirled  round, 

And  made  him  backe  againe  as  fast  to  fly; 

And  eke  his  steedes,  like  to  an  hungry  hound 

That  huntinfi^  afler  game  hath  carrion  found. 

So  cnielly  did  him  pursew  and  chace. 

That  his  good  steed,  all  were  he  much  renound 

For  noble  courage  and  for  bardie  race. 

Durst  not  endure  their  aight,  but  fled  from  place  to  place. 

Thus  long  they  trast  and  traverst  to  and  ^  87 

Seeking  by  every  way  to  make  some  breach ; 

Yet  could  the  prince  not  nigh  unto  him  goe. 

That  one  sure  stroke  he  might  unto  him  reach. 

Whereby  his  stren^^thes  assay  he  might  him  Uaxh,  i 

At  last,  from  his  victorious  shield  he  drew 

The  vaile,  which  did  his  powrefull  light  empeach ; 

And  oomming  full  before  his  horses  vew. 

As  they  upon  him  prest,  it  plaine  to  them  did  shew. 
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Like  lightening  flash  that  hath  the  gazer  burned* 
So  did  the  sight  thereof  their  sense  dismay. 
That  backe  a^aine  upon  themselves  they  turned. 
And  with  theur  ryder  ranue  perforce  away : 
Ne  could  the  souldan  them  from  flying  stay 
With  ra3rnes  or  wonted  rule,  as  well  he  knew : 
Nought  feared  they  what  he  could  do  or  say. 
But  th*  onely  feare  that  was  before  their  vew ; 
From  which  like  mazed  deere  dismayfully  they  flew. 

Fast  did  the^  fly  as  them  there  feete  could  beare  39 

High  over  hilles,  and  lowly  over  dales, 

As  they  were  followed  of  their  former  feare : 

In  vaine  the  pagan  bannes,  and  sweares,  and  rayles. 

And  backe  with  both  his  bands  unto  him  hayles 

The  resty  raynes,  regarded  now  no  more  : 

He  to  them  calles  and  speakes,  yet  nought  avayles ; 

They  heare  him  not,  they  have  forgot  his  lore ; 

But  go  which  way  they  list;  their  guide  they  have  foriore 

As  when  the  firie-mouthed  steedes,  which  drew  4C 

The  sunnes  bright  wayne  to  Phaetons  decay, 

Soone  as  they  did  the  monstrous  scorpion  vew 

"With  ugly  craples  crawling  in  their  way, 

The  dread^ill  sight  did  them  so  sore  affiay, 

That  their  well-knowen  courses  they  forwent; 

And,  leading  th'  ever  burning  lampe  astray, 

This  lower  world  nigh  all  to  ashes  brent, 

And  left  their  scorched  path  yet  in  the  firmament. 

Such  was  the  ^irie  of  these  head-strong  steeds,  41 

Soone  as  the  infants  sunlike  shield  they  saw. 

That  all  obedience  both  to  words  and  deeds 

They  quite  forgot,  and  scomd  aU  former  law 

Through  woods,  and  rocks,  and  mountaines  they  did  draw 

The  yron  charet,  and  the  wheeles  did  teare, 

And  tost  the  pavnim  without  feare  or  awe ; 

From  side  to  sioe  they  tost  him  here  and  there. 

Crying  to  them  in  vame  that  nould  his  crying  ueare. 

Yet  still  the  prince  pursew'd  him  dose  behind,  43 

Oft  making  offer  him  to  smite,  but  found 

No  easie  meanes  according  to  nis  mind : 

At  last  they  have  all  overthrowne  to  ground 

Quite  topside  turvey,  and  the  pagan  hound 

Amongst  the  yron  hookes  and  graples  keene 

Tome  all  to  rags,  and  rent  with  many  a  woxmd; 

That  no  whole  peece  of  him  was  to  be  scene, 

3ut  scattred  all  about,  and  strow'd  upon  the  greeno. 
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Like  as  the  cursed  sonne  of  Theseus,  43 

That  following  his  chace  in  dewy  mome. 

To  fly  his  stepdames  We  outrageous, 

Of  his  owne  steedes  was  all  to  peeces  tome, 

And  his  faire  limbs  left  in  the  woods  forlome ; 

That  for  his  sake  Diana  did  lament, 

And  aU  the  woody  nymphes  did  wayle  and  mourne  x 

So  was  this  souldain  rapt  and  all  to  rent, 

That  of  his  shape,  appeared  no  litle  moniment. 

Onely  his  shield  and  armour,  which  there  lay,  4A 

Though  nothing  whole,  but  all  to  brusd  and  broken. 

He  up  did  take,  and  with  him  brought  away, 

That  mote  remaine  for  an  etemall  token 

To  all,  mongst  whom  this  storie  should  be  spoken. 

How  worthu  V,  by  Heavens  high  decree, 

Justice  that  day  of  wrong  herselfe  had  wroken; 

That  all  men,  which  that  spectacle  did  see. 

By  like  ensample  mote  for  ever  warned  bee. 

So  on  a  tree,  before  the  tyrants  dore,  45 

He  caused  them  be  hung  in  all  mens  sight, 

To  be  a  moniment  for  evermore. 

Which  when  his  ladie  from  the  castles  hight 

Beheld,  it  much  appald  her  troubled  spright : 

Yet  not,  as  women  wont,  in  dolefoU  fit 

She  was  dismayd,  or  faynted  through  affiright. 

But  gathered  unto  her  her  troubled  wit. 

And  gan  eftsoones  devize  to  be  aveng'd  for  it 

Strei^ht  downe  she  ranne,  like  an  enraged  oow  46 

That  IS  berobbed  of  her  youngling  dere. 

With  knife  in  hand,  and  fatally  did  vow 

To  wreake  her  on  that  mayden  messengere. 

Whom  she  had  causd  be  kept  as  prisonere 

Bv  Artegall,  misween'd  for  her  owne  knight. 

That  brought  her  backe :  and,  oomming  present  there. 

She  at  her  ran  with  all  her  force  and  might, 

All  flaming  with  revenge  and  furious  despig^t 

like  raginff  Ino,  when  with  knife  in  hand  4T 

She  threw  her  husbands  murdred  infant  out; 
Or  fell  Medea,  when  on  Colchicke  strand 
Her  brothers  bones  she  scattered  all  about; 
Or  as  that  madding  mother,  mongst  the  rout 
Of  Bacchus  priesta,  her  owne  deare  flesh  did  teare : 
Yet  neither  Ino,  nor  Medea  stout, 
Kor  all  the  MoBuades  so  furious  were, 
As  this  bold  woman  when  she  saw  that  damzell  there* 
BB  2 
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But  Arteffall  being  thereof  aware  i 

Did  stay  her  cruell  hand  ere  she  her  raught; 

And,  as  she  did  herselfe  to  strike  prepare. 

Out  of  her  fist  the  wicked  weapon  caught : 

With  that,  like  one  enfelon'd  or  distraught. 

She  forth  did  rome  whether  her  rage  her  bore. 

With  franticke  passion  and  with  furie  fraught ; 

And,  breaking  forth  out  at  a  posterne  dore. 

Unto  the  wilae  wood  ranne,  her  dolours  to  deplore: 

As  a  mad  bytch,  whenas  the  firanticke  fit  4H 

Her  burning  tongue  with  rage  inflamed  hath. 

Doth  runne  at  randon,  and  with  furious  bit 

Snatching  at  everything  doth  wreake  her  wrath 

On  man  and  beast  that  oommeth  in  her  path. 

There  they  doe  say  that  she  transformed  was 

Into  a  tigre,  and  that  tygres  scath 

In  crueltie  and  outrage  she  did  pas, 

To  prove  her  surname  true,  that  she  imposed  has. 

Then  Artegall,  himselfe  discovering  plaine,  50 

Did  issue  forth  gainst  all  that  warlike  rout 

Of  knights  and  armed  men,  which  did  maintaine 

That  ladies  part  and  to  the  souldan  lout : 

All  which  he  did  assault  with  courage  stout, 

All  were  they  nigh  an  hundred  knights  of  name. 

And  like  wyld  goates  them  chaced  all  about. 

Flying  from  place  to  place  with  oowheard  shame ; 

So  that  with  iinall  force  them  all  he  overcame. 

Then  caused  he  the  gates  be  opened  wyde ;  fl 

And  there  the  prince,  as  victour  of  that  day, 

With  trjrumjph  entertayn  and  glorifyde, 

Presentmg  him  with  all  the  rich  array 

And  roiallpompe,  which  there  long  hidden  lay, 

Purchast  through  lawlesse  powre  and  tortious  wrong 

Of  that  proud  souldan,  whom  he  earst  did  slay. 

So  both,  for  rest,  there  having  stayd  not  long, 

Marcht  with  that  mayd:  fit  matter  for  another  B<mg, 
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CANTO  EL 

Arthur  «nd  Artefrall  catob  Gayle 

Whom  Talus  doth  dlsiURf} 
They  to  Hercillaes  pallace  come, 

And  we  her  rich  array. 

What  tygre,  or  what  other  salya^e  wight*  1 

Is  so  exceeding  furious  and  fell 

As  wrong,  when  it  hath  arm'd  itselfe  with  might? 

Not  fit  mongst  men  that  doe  with  reason  mell, 

But  monizrst  wyld  heasts,  and  salvage  woods,  to  dwell ; 

Where  still  the  stronger  doth  the  weake  devoure, 

And  they  that  most  in  boldnesse  doe  excell 

Are  dreadded  most,  and  feared  for  their  powre 

Fit  for  Adicia  there  to  build  her  wicked  bowre. 

There  let  her  wonne,  farre  ^m  resort  of  men,  2 

Where  righteous  Artegall  her  late  exyled ; 

There  let  ner  ever  keepe  her  damned  den, 

Where  none  may  be  with  her  lewd  parts  defyled, 

Nor  none  but  beasts  may  be  of  her  despoyled : 

And  tume  we  to  the  noble  prince,  where  late 

We  did  him  leave,  after  that  he  had  foyled 

The  cruell  souldan,  and  with  dreadfull  fate 

Had  utterly  subverted  his  unrighteous  state. 

Where  having  with  Sir  Arteffall  a  space  3 

Well  solast  in  that  souldans  late  denght, 

Thev  both,  resolving  now  to  leave  tibe  place, 

Both  it  and  all  the  wealth  therein  behight 

Unto  that  damzell  in  her  ladies  right, 

And  so  would  have  departed  on  their  way : 

But  she  them  woo'd,  by  all  the  meanes  she  might, 

And  earnestly  besought  to  wend  that  day 

With  her,  to  see  her  ladie  thence  not  farre  away. 

By  whose  entreatie  both  they  overcommen  4 

Agree  to  goe  with  her:  and  oy  the  way. 

As  often  falles,  of  sundry  things  did  oommen ; 

Mongst  which  that  damzell  did  to  them  bewray 

A  straunge  adventure  which  not  farre  thence  lay; 

To  weet,  a  wicked  villaine,  bold  and  stout. 

Which  wonned  in  a  rocke  not  farre  away. 

That  robbed  all  the  countrie  thereabout, 

And  brought  the  pillage  home,  whence  none  could  get  it  out. 
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Thereto  both  his  owne  wylie  wit,  she  sayd,  5 

And  eke  the  fostnesse  of  his  dwelling  place. 

Both  unassaylable,  gave  him  great  ayoe : 

For  he  so  crafty  was  to  forge  and  face, 

So  light  of  hand,  and  nymble  of  his  pace. 

So  smooth  of  tongue,  and  subtile  in  his  tale. 

That  could  deceive  one  looking  in  his  face: 

Therefore  by  name  Malengin  they  him  call 

Well  knowen  by  his  feates,  and  ramous  over  alL 

Through  these  his  slights  he  many  doth  confound:  6 

And  eke  the  rocke,  in  which  he  wonts  to  dwell, 

Is  wondrous  strong  and  hewn  farre  under  ground, 

A  dreadfuU  depth,  how  deepe  no  man  can  tell; 

But  some  doe  say  it  goeth  downe  to  hell: 

And,  all  within,  it  full  of  wyndings  is 

And  hidden  wayes  that  scarse  an  nound  by  smell 

Can  follow  out  those  false  footsteps  of  his, 

Ne  none  can  backe  returne  that  once  are  gone  amis. 

7 
Which  when  those  knights  had  heard,  their  hearts  gan  eame 
To  understand  that  villeins  dwelling  place. 
And  greatly  it  desir'd  of  her  to  leame. 
And  by  wluch  way  they  towards  it  should  trace. 
"  Were  not,"  saya  she,  •*  that  it  should  let  your  pace 
Towards  my  ladies  presence  by  you  ment; 
I  would  you  guyde  directly  to  the  place." 
•*  Then  let  not  that,"  said  they,  "  stay  your  intent ; 
For  neither  wiU  one  foot,  till  we  that  carle  have  hent.** 

So  forth  they  past,  till  they  approched  ny  8 

Unto  the  rocke  where  was  the  villains  won: 

Which  when  the  damzell  neare  at  hand  did  spy, 

She  wam'd  the  knights  thereof:  who  thereupon 

Gan  to  advize  what  best  were  to  be  done. 

So  both  agreed  to  send  that  mayd  afore. 

Where  she  might  sit  ni^h  to  the  den  alone, 

Wayling,  and  raysing  pittifull  uprore. 

As  if  she  did  some  great  calamitie  deplore. 

With  noyse  whereof  whenas  the  caytive  carle  9 

Should  issue  forth,  in  hope  to  find  some  spoyle. 

They  in  awayt  would  closely  him  ensnarle, 

Ere  to  his  den  he  backward  could  recoyle; 

And  so  would  hope  him  easily  to  foyle. 

The  damzell  straight  went,  as  she  was  directed. 

Unto  the  rocke;  and  there,  upon  the  soyle 

Having  herselfe  in  wretched  wize  abiected. 

Gan  weepe  and  wayle  as  if  great  griefe  had  her  affected. 
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"  Wtani  he  did  view 
Tb«  armrd  knights  atopplnf  his  passof  e  by, 
He  threw  his  buidrn  down,  and  fast  away  did  fly." 

Book  V.  Canto  IX.   Ver.  ii. 
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The  cry  whereof  entring  the  hollow  cave 

Eftsoones  brought  forth  the  villaine,  as  they  ment. 

With  hope  of  her  some  wishfull  boot  to  have: 

Full  dreadfull  wight  he  was  as  ever  went 

Upon  the  earth,  with  hollow  eyes  deepe  pent, 

And  long  curld  locks  that  downe  his  shoulders  shagged. 

And  on  his  backe  an  uncouth  vestiment 

Made  of  straunge  stuSe,  but  all  to  wome  and  rsjo^ged. 

And  underneath  his  breech  was  all  to  tome  and  lagged. 

And  in  his  hand  an  huge  long  stafie  he  held,  11 

Whose  top  was  arm*d  with  many  an  yron  hooke. 

Fit  to  catch  hold  of  all  that  he  could  weld, 

Or  in  the  compasse  of  his  cloutches  tooke; 

And  ever  round  about  he  cast  his  looke: 

Ala  at  his  backe  a  great  wyde  net  he  bore, 

With  which  he  seldom  fished  at  the  brooke. 

But  usd  to  fish  for  fooles  on  the  dry  shore. 

Of  which  he  in  laire  weather  wont  to  take  great  store. 

Him  when  the  damzell  saw  fast  by  her  side,  12 

So  ugly  creature,  she  was  nigh  dismayd: 

And  now  for  helpe  alo\\d  in  earnest  cride: 

But,  when  the  vulaine  saw  her  so  afirayd, 

He  gan  with  guilefull  words  her  to  perswade 

To  banish  feare ;  and  with  Sardonian  smyle 

Laughing  on  her,  his  false  intent  to  shade, 

Gran  forth  to  lay  his  bayte  her  to  beguyle. 

That  from  herself  unwares  he  might  her  steale  the  whyle. 

Like  as  the  fouler  on  his  guilefuU  pype  13 

Churmes  to  the  birds  full  many  a  pleasant  lay. 

That  they  the  whiles  may  take  lesse  heedie  keepe 

How  he  his  nets  doth  for  their  ruine  lay. 

So  did  the  villaine  to  her  prate  and  play, 

And  many  pleasant  trickes  before  her  show, 

To  turne  her  eyes  from  his  intent  away: 

For  he  in  slights  and  iugling  feates  did  flow, 

And  of  legi^rdemayne  the  mysteries  did  know. 

To  which  whilest  she  lent  her  intentive  mind,  II 

He  suddenly  his  net  upon  her  threw. 

That  oversprad  her  like  a  pufie  of  wind; 

And  snatching  her  soone  up,  ere  well  she  knew 

Ban  with  her  fast  away  unto  his  mew. 

Crying  for  helne  aloud:  but  whenas  ny 

He  came  unto  nis  cave,  and  there  did  vew 

The  armed  knights  stopping  his  paaage  by. 

He  threw  his  burden  downe  and  fast  away  did 
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But  Artegall  him  after  did  porsew;  IS 

The  wliiles  the  prince  there  Kept  the  entrance  still : 

Up  to  the  rocke  he  ran,  and  thereon  flew 

Like  a  wyld  gote,  leaping  from  hill  to  hill. 

And  dauncinff  on  the  cragpr  cliffes  at  will ; 

That  deadly  daunger  seem  a  in  all  mens  ei^ht 

To  tempt  such  steps,  where  footing  was  so  ill : 

Ne  ought  ayavled  for  the  armed  Imight 

To  thinke  to  follow  him  that  was  so  swift  and  light. 

Which  when  he  saw,  his  jron  man  he  sent  IG 

To  follow  him ;  for  he  was  swift  in  chace: 

He  him  pursewd  wherever  that  he  went ; 

Both  over  rockes,  aj)d  hilles,  and  every  place 

Whereso  he  fled,  he  followed  him  apace : 

So  that  he  shortly  forst  him  to  forsake 

The  hight,  and  downe  descend  unto  the  base : 

There  he  him  courst  afresh,  and  soone  did  make 

To  leave  his  proper  forme,  and  other  shape  to  take. 

Into  a  foxe  himselfe  he  first  did  toume ;  17 

But  he  him  hunted  like  a  foxe  full  fast : 

Tlien  to  a  bush  himselfe  he  did  transforme ; 

But  he  the  bush  did  beat,  till  that  at  last 

Into  a  bird  it  chaung'd,  and  from  him  past, 

Flying  from  tre«  to  tree,  from  wand  to  wand : 

But  he  then  stones  at  it  so  Ions  did  cast, 

That  like  a  stone  it  fell  upon  the  land ; 

But  he  then  tooke  it  up,  and  held  fast  in  his  hand. 

So  he  it  brought  with  him  unto  the  knights,  13 

And  to  his  lord  Sir  Artegall  it  lent. 

Warning  him  hold  it  fast  for  feare  of  slights. 

Who  whilest  in  hand  it  grypin^  hard  he  hent, 

Into  a  hedgehogge  all  unwares  it  went, 

And  prickt  him  so  that  he  away  it  threw: 

Then  gan  it  runne  awa^  incontinent, 

Being  returned  to  his  former  hew; 

But  Talus  soone  him  overtooke,  and  backward  drew. 

But,  whenas  he  would  to  a  snake  againe  19 

Have  tum'd  himselfe,  he  with  his  yron  flayle 

Gran  drive  at  him  with  so  huge  might  and  maine. 

That  all  his  bones  as  smaU  as  sanely  grayle 

He  broke,  and  did  his  bowels  disentrayle. 

Crying  in  vaine  for  helpe,  when  helpe  was  past ; 

So  did  deceipt  the  selfe-deceiver  fayle : 

There  they  him  left  a  carrion  outcast 

For  beasts  and  foules  to  feede  upon  for  their  repast. 
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Thence  forth  they  passed  with  that  gentle  mayd  20 

To  see  her  ladie,  as  they  did  agree : 

To  which  when  she  approched,  thus  she  sayd ; 

"  Loe  now,  ri^ht  noble  knights,  arriv'd  ye  uee 

Nigh  to  the  place  which  ye  desir'd  to  see : 

There  shall  ye  see  my  soverayne  lady  queene, 

Most  sacred  wight,  most  debonayre  and  free, 

That  ever  jet  upon  this  earth  was  seene, 

Or  that  with  diademe  hath  ever  crowned  beene." 

The  gentle  knights  reioyced  much  to  heare  21 

The  prayses  of  that  prince  so  manifold ; 

And,  pa*J8ing  litle  further,  commen  were 

Where  they  a  stately  pailace  did  behold 

Of  pompous  show,  much  more  then  she  had  told, 

With  many  towres  and  tarras  mounted  hye. 

And  all  their  tops  bright  glistering  with  gold. 

Thiit  seem'd  to  out-shine  the  dimmed  skye,  [eye. 

And  with  their  brightnesse  daz'd  the  straunge  beholders 

There  they  alighting,  by  that  damzell  were  22 

Directed  in,  and  shewed  all  the  sight ; 

Whose  porch,  that  most  magnificke  did  appeare, 

Stood  open  wyde  to  all  men  day  and  night; 

Yet  warded  well  by  one  of  mickle  might 

That  sate  thereby,  with  gyant-like  resemblance, 

To  keepe  out  guyle,  and  malice,  and  despight. 

That  imder  shew  oft-times  of  fayned  semblance      [drance ! 

Are  wont  in  princes  courts  to  worke  great  scath  and  hin- 

His  name  was  Awe ;  by  whom  they  passing  in  23 

Went  up  the  hall,  that  was  a  large  wyde  roome, 

All  full  of  people  making  troublous  din 

And  wrondrous  noyse,  as  if  that  there  were  some 

'W'liich  unto  them  was  dealing  righteous  doome : 

By  whom  they  passing  through  tne  thickest  preasse, 

The  marshall  ot  the  hall  to  them  did  come, 

His  name  hight  Order;  who,  commaunding  peace,  [ceasse. 

Them  guyded  through  the  throng,  that  did  their  clamours 

They  ceast  their  clamors  upon  them  to  gaze ;  24 

Whom  seeing  all  in  armour  bright  as  day, 

Straunp^e  there  to  see,  it  did  them  much  amaze, 

And  with  unwonted  terror  halfe  affray : 

For  never  saw  they  there  the  Uke  array; 

Ne  ever  was  the  name  of  warre  there  spoken, 

But  ioyous  peace  and  quietnesse  alway 

Dealing  iust  iudgments,  that  mote  not  be  broken 

For  any  brybes,  or  tlireates  of  any  to  be  wrokeo. 
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There,  as  they  entred  at  the  scnene,  they  saw  25 

Some  one,  whose  tongue  was  for  his  trespasse  Tjle 

Nayld  to  a  post,  adiudged  so  by  law; 

For  that  therewith  he  Falsely  did  revyle 

And  foule  blaspheme  that  qneene  for  forged  ffuyle, 

Both  with  bold  speaches  which  he  blazed  haa» 

And  with  lewd  poems  which  he  did  compyle; 

For  the  bold  title  of  a  poet  bad 

He  on  himselfe  had  ta  en,  and  rayling  rymes  had  sprad. 

Thns  there  he  stood,  whylest  high  over  his  head  26 

There  written  was  the  purport  of  his  sin, 

In  cyphers  strange,  that  few  could  rightly  read, 

Bon  Pons;  but  Bon,  that  once  had  written  bin. 

Was  raced  out,  and  Mai  was  now  put  in : 

So  now  Malfont  was  plainely  to  be  red ; 

Eyther  for  th*  eviU  which  he  did  therein. 

Or  that  he  likened  was  to  a  welhed  ^ 

Of  evill  words,  and  wicked  sclaunders  by  him  shed. 

They,  passing  by,  were  guyded  by  degree  27 

Unto  the  presence  of  that  gratious  queene ; 

Who  sate  on  high,  that  she  might  all  men  see 

And  might  of  afl  men  royally  be  scene, 

Upon  a  throne  of  gold  f  lul  bright  and  sheene. 

Adorned  all  with  gemmes  of  endlesse  price, 

As  either  might  for  wealth  liave  gotten  beene. 

Or  could  be  fram'd  by  workmans  rare  device ; 

And  fdl  embost  with  lyons  and  with  flourdelice. 

All  oyer  her  a  doth  of  state  was  spred,  28 

Not  of  rich  tissew,  nor  of  cloth  of  gold. 

Nor  of  ought  else  that  may  be  richest  red. 

But  like  a  cloud,  as  likest  may  be  told. 

That  her  brode-spreading  win^  did  wyde  unfold ; 

Whose  skirts  were  bordred  with  bright  sunny  beames, 

Glistring  like  gold  amon^;  the  plights  enrold, 

And  here  and  there  shooting  forth  silver  streames,  [gleames. 

Mongst  which  crept  litle  angels  through  the  glittering 

Seemed  those  litle  angels  did  uphold         ^  29 

The  cloth  of  state,  and  on  their  purpled  wings 

Did  beare  the  pendants  through  their  nimblesse  bold ; 

Besides,  a  thousand  more  of  such  as  sings 

Hymns  to  high  God,  and  carols  heavenly  things. 

Encompassed  the  throne  on  which  she  sate ; 

She,  angel-like,  the  heyre  of  ancient  kings 

And  mightie  conqueror^,  in  royall  state ; 

Whylest  kings  and  kesars  at  hor  feet  did  them  prostrdte. 
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Thus  she  did  sit  in  soyerayne  maiestie,  30 

Holding  a  scepter  in  her  royall  hand, 

The  sacred  pledge  of  peace  and  clemencie. 

With  which  High  God  had  blest  her  happie  land, 

Maugre  so  many  foes  which  did  withstand : 

But  at  her  feet  her  sword  was  likewise  layde, 

Whose  lona:  rest  rusted  the  bright  steely  brand; 

Yet  whenas  foes  enforst,  or  friends  sought  ayde, 

She  could  it  stemely  draw,  that  all  the  world  dismaydo. 

And  round  about  before  her  feet  there  sate  31 

A  bevie  of  faire  virffins  clad  in  white, 

That  goo  Jlv  seem'd  t'adome  her  royaU  state ; 

All  lovely  daughters  of  high  love,  that  hight 

Litse,  by  him  begot  in  loves  delight 

Upon  the  righteous  Themis ;  those  they  say 

Upon  loves  ludgment-seat  wayt  day  and  mght; 

And,  when  in  wrath  he  threats  the  worlds  decay. 

They  doe  his  anger  calme  and  cruell  vengeance  stay. 

They  also  doe,  by  his  divine  permission,  32 

Upon  the  thrones  of  mortall  princes  tend. 

And  often  treat  for  pardon  and  remission 

To  suppliants,  through  frayltie  which  offend; 

Those  did  u]^n  Mercillaes  throne  attend, 

lust  Dice,  wise  Eunomie,  myld  Eirene ; 

And  them  amongst,  her  ^lorie  to  commend. 

Sate  goodly  Temperance  in  garments  clene, 

And  sacred  Eeverence  ybome  of  heavenly  strene. 

Thus  did  she  sit  in  royall  rich  estate,  33 

Admyr'd  of  many,  honoured  of  all ; 

Whvlest  underneath  her  feete,  there  as  she  sate, 

An  huge  great  lyon  lay,  (that  mote  appall 

An  bardie  courage,)  like  captived  thrall 

With  a  strong  yron  chaine  and  coller  bound. 

That  once  he  could  not  move,  nor  quich  at  all; 

Yet  did  he  murmure  with  rebellious  sound, 

And  softly  royne,  when  salvage  choler  gan  redound. 

So  sitting  high  in  dreaded  soverayntie,  3i 

Those  two  strange  knights  were  to  her  presence  brought ; 

Who,  bowing  low  before  her  maiestie. 

Did  to  her  myld  obeysance,  as  they  ought, 

And  meekest  boone  that  they  ima^e  mought : 

To  whom  she  eke  inclyning  her  withall. 

As  a  faire  stoupe  of  her  high-soaring  thought, 

A  chearefull  countenance  on  them  let  fall. 

Yet  tompred  with  some  maiestie  imperialL 
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As  the  briffht  suime,  what  time  his  fierie  teme  35 

Towards  the  westerne  brim  begins  to  draw. 

Gins  to  abate  the  brightnesse  of  his  heme, 

And  fervour  of  his  flames  somewhat  adaw 

So  did  this  mightie  ladie,  when  she  saw 

Those  two  strange  knights  such  homage  to  her  malcei. 

Bate  somewhat  of  that  maiestie  and  awe 

That  whylome  wont  to  doe  so  many  qoake, 

And  with  more  myld  asp^  those  two  enteriake. 

Now  at  that  instant,  as  occasion  fell,  36 

When  these  two  stranger  knights  arriv'd  in  place, 

She  was  about  affaires  of  common-wele, 

Dealing  of  iustice  with  indifferent  grace, 

And  hearings  pleas  of  people  mean  and  base : 

Mongst  which,  as  then,  there  was  for  to  be  heard 

The  tryall  of  a  great  and  weightie  case, 

Which  on  both  sides  was  then  debating  hard : 

But,  at  the  sight  of  these,  those  were  awhile  debard. 

But,  after  all  her  princely  entertayne,  87 

To  th*  hearing  of  that  former  cause  in  hand 

Herselfe  eftsoones  she  gan  convert  againe , 

Wbich  that  those  knights  likewise  mote  understand. 

And  witnesse  forth  anght  in  forrain  land, 

Taking  them  up  unto  her  stately  throne. 

Where  they  mote  heare  the  matter  throughly  soand 

On  either  part,  she  placed  th'  one  on  th'  one, 

Th'  other  on  th'  other  side,  and  neare  tJiem  none. 

Then  was  there  brought,  as  prisoner  to  the  barre,  88 

A  ladie  of  great  countenance  and  place, 

But  that  she  it  with  foule  abuse  did  marre; 

Yet  did  appeare  rare  beautie  in  her  face, 

But  blotted  with  condition  vile  and  base, 

That  all  her  other  honour  did  obscure, 

And  titles  of  nobilitie  deface : 

Yet,  in  that  wretched  semblant,  she  did  sure 

The  peoples  great  compassion  unto  her  allure. 

Then  up  arose  a  person  of  deepe  reach,  89 

And  rare  in-sight,  hard  matters  to  revele ; 

That  well  could  charme  his  tongue,  and  time  his  spcach 

To  idl  assayes ;  his  name  was  called  Zele: 

He  gan  that  lady  strongly  to  appele 

Of  many  haynous  crymes  by  her  enured; 

And  with  sharp  reasons  ran^  her  such  a  pele, 

That  those,  whom  she  to  pitie  had  allured, 

He  now  t'  abhorre  and  loath  her  person  had  procured. 
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First  gan  he  tell  how  this,  that  seem'd  so  faire  40 

And  royally  arayd,  Duessa  hight; 

That  false  Duessa,  which  had  wrocu^ht  great  care 

Aad  mickle  mischiefe  unto  many  a  Knight 

By  her  beguyled  and  confounded  quight : 

But  not  for  those  she  now  in  question  came, 

Though  also  those  mote  question'd  be  aright. 

But  tor  yyld  treasons  and  outrageous  shame, 

Wiiich  she  against  the  dred  Mercilla  oft  did  frame. 

For  she  whylome  (as  ye  mote  vet  right  well  41 

Remember)  had  her  counsels  false  conspyred 

With  faitlilesse  Blandamour  and  ParideU, 

(Both  two  her  paramours,  both  by  her  hyred. 

And  both  with  nope  of  shadowes  vaine  inspyred. 

And  with  them  practiz'd,  how  for  to  depryve 

Mercilla  of  her  crowne,  by  her  aspyred. 

That  she  might  it  unto  herselfe  deryve. 

And  tr3ramph  in  their  blood  whom  she  to  death  did  dryve. 

But  through  high  heavens  grace,  which  favour  not  42 

The  wicked  drittes  of  trayterous  desynes 

Gainst  loiall  princes  all  this  cursed  plot 

Ere  proofc  it  tooke  discovered  was  betymes. 

And  th'  actours  won  the  meede  meet  for  their  crymes: 

Such  be  the  meede  of  all  that  by  such  meane 

Unto  the  type  of  kingdomes  title  clymes ! 

But  false  Duessa,  now  untitled  queene. 

Was  brought  to  her  sad  doome,  as  here  was  to  be  seene. 

Strongly  did  Zele  her  haynous  fact  enforce,  43 

Aad  many  other  crimes  of  foule  defame 

Against  her  brought,  to  banish  all  remorse, 

And  aggravate  the  horror  of  her  blame : 

And  with  him,  to  make  part  against  her,  came 

Many  grave  persons  that  against  her  pled. 

First  was  a  sage  old  syre,  tiiat  had  to  name 

The  Kingdomes  Care,  with  a  white  silver  hed. 

That  many  high  regards  and  reasons  gainst  her  red. 

Then  gan  Authority  her  to  oppose  44, 

With  peremptorie  powre,  that  niade  aU  mute; 

And  then  the  Law  of  Nations  gainst  her  rose, 

And  reasons  brought,  that  no  man  could  refute ; 

Next  gan  Ueligion  gainst  her  to  impute 

High  Gods  beheast,  and  powre  of  holy  lawes ; 

Then  gan  the  Peoples  Cry  and  Commons  Sute 

Importune  care  ot  their  owne  publicke  cause : 

And  lastly  Justice  charged  her  with  breach  ot  lawe0. 
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But  then,  for  her,  on  the  contr&rie  part,  4S 

Hose  many  advocates  for  her  to  plead : 

First  there  came  Pittie  with  full  tender  hart. 

And  with  her  ioyn'd  Eegard  of  Womanhead ; 

And  then  came  Daimger  threatning  hidden  dread 

And  high  alliance  unto  forren  powre; 

Then  came  Nobilitie  of  Birth,  that  bread 

Great  ruth  through  her  misfortunes  tragicke  slowre ; 

And  lastly  Griefe  did  plead,  and  many  teares  forth  powre. 

With  the  neare  touch  whereof  in  tender  hart  4B 

The  Briton  prince  was  sore  empassionate. 

And  woxe  inclined  much  unto  her  part 

Through  the  sad  terror  of  so  dreadral  late^ 

And  wretched  mine  of  so  high  estate; 

That  for  great  ruth  his  courage  gan  relent: 

Which  whenas  Zele  perceived  to  abate, 

He  gan  his  earnest  fervour  to  augment, 

Andmany  fearefull  obiects  to  them  to  present 

He  gan  t'  efibrce  the  evidence  anew,  47 

And  new  accusements  to  produce  in  place : 

He  brought  forth  that  old  hag  of  hellish  hew 

The  cursed  At^,  brought  her  face  to  face. 

Who  privie  was  and  partie  in  the  case: 

She,  glad  of  spoyle  and  ruinous  decay, 

Did  her  appeach;  and,  to  her  more  disgrace. 

The  plot  01  all  her  practise  did  display. 

And  all  her  traynes  and  all  her  trc^ons  forth  did  lay. 

Then  brought  he  forth  with  griesly  grim  asp^t  48 

Abhorred  Murder,  who  with  bloudie  knyfe 

Yet  dropping  fresh  in  hand  did  her  detect, 

And  there  with  guiltie  bloudshed  charged  ryfe : 

Then  brought  he  forth  Sedition,  breedLmg  stryfe 

In  troublous  wits  and  mutinous  uprore : 

Then  brought  he  forth  Incontinence  of  lyfe. 

Even  foule  Adulterie  her  face  before. 

And  lewd  Impietie,  that  her  accused  sore. 

All  which  whenas  the  prince  had  heard  and  seene  49 

His  former  fancies  ruth  he  gan  repent. 

And  from  her  partie  effcsoones  was  drawn  deene 

But  ArtegaAl,  with  constant  firme  intent 

For  jseale  of  iustice,  was  against  her  bent : 

8o  was  she  guiltie  deemeaof  them  all. 

Tlien  Zele  began  to  urge  her  punishment. 

And  to  their  queene  for  iudgement  loudly  call. 

Unto  Merdlla  myld,  for  iustice  gainst  the  thralL 
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!Bat  she,  whose  princely  breast  was  touched  neare  50 

With  piteous  ruth  of  her  so  wretched  plight, 

Though  plaine  she  saw,  b,7  all  that  she  did  hearo, 

That  she  of  death  was  gudtie  found  by  rkht. 

Yet  would  not  let  iust  vengeance  on  her  fight ; 

But  rather  let,  instead  thereof,  to  fall 

Few  perling  drops  from  her  faire  lampes  of  light ; 

The  which  she  covering  with  her  purple  pall 

Would  have  the  passion  hid,  and  up  arose  withalL 


CANTO  X. 

Prince  Arthur  takes  the  enterpiza 

For  Belgee  for  to  fight : 
Gerloneos  seneichall 

He  slays  in  Beiges  right 

SoMB  clarkes  doe  doubt  in  their  deviceftdl  art 

Whether  this  heavenly  thing  whereof  I  treat. 

To  weeten  mercie,  be  of  iustice  part. 

Or  drawne  forth  from  her  by  divine  extreate: 

This  well  I  wote,  that  sure  she  is  as  great. 

And  meriteth  to  have  as  high  a  place, 

Sith  in  th'  Almighties  everlasting  seat 

She  first  was  bred,  and  borne  of  heavenlv  race ; 

From  thence  pour'd  down  on  men  by  influence  of  grace. 

For  tf  that  vertue  be  of  so  ^reat  might 
Which  from  iust  verdict  will  for  nothing  starts 
But,  to  preserve  inviolated  right. 
Oil  spilles  the  priucipall  to  save  the  part; 
So  much  more  then  is  that  of  powre  and  art 
That  seekes  to  save  the  subiect  of  her  skill. 
Yet  never  doth  from  doome  of  right  depart  | 
As  it  is  greater  prayse  to  save  then  spill. 
And  better  to  reforme  then  to  cut  on  the  ill* 

Who  then  can  thee,  Meroilla,  throughly  prayso^ 

That  herein  doest  dl  earthly  princes  pas  r 

What  heavenly  muse  shall  thy  great  honour  rayse 

Up  to  the  skies,  whence  first  deriv'd  it  was. 

And  now  on  earth  itselfe  enlarged  has. 

From  th'  utmost  brinke  of  the  Armericke  shore, 

Unto  the  margent  of  the  Molucas  P 

Those  nations  farre  thy  iustice  doe  adore ; 

Bat  thine  owne  people  do  thy  mercy  prayse  much  more. 
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Much  more  it  praysed  was  of  those  two  knights. 

The  noble  prince  and  righteous  Artegall, 

When  they  had  seene  aud  heard  her  doome  arights 

Against  Duessa,  damned  by  them  all ; 

But  by  her  tempred  without  griefe  or  gall. 

Till  strong  constraint  did  her  thereto  enforce: 

And  yet  even  then  ruing  her  wilful!  fall 

With  more  then  needfuU  naturall  remorse. 

And  yeelding  the  last  honour  to  her  wretched  coiae. 

During  all  which,  those  knights  continu*d  there 
Both  doing  and  receiving  curtesies 
Of  that  great  ladie,  who  with  goodly  chere 
Them  entertayn'd  fit  for  their  dignities. 
Approving  dayly  to  their  noble  eyes 
Soyall  examples  of  her  mercies  rare 
And  worthie  patems  of  her  clemencies ; 
Which  till  this  day  mongst  many  living  are. 
Who  them  to  their  posterities  doe  still  declare. 

Amongst  the  rest  which  in  that  space  befell. 
There  came  two  springaJls  of  full  tender  yeares, 
Farre  thence  from  forrein  land  where  they  did  dwell 
To  seeke  for  succour  of  her  and  her  peares. 
With  humble  prayers  and  intreatfull  teares ; 
Sent  by  their  mother  who,  a  widow,  was 
Wrapt  in  great  dolours  and  in  deadly  feares 
By  a  strong  tyrant,  who  invaded  has 
Her  land,  and  slaine  her  children  ruefully,  alas ! 

Her  name  was  Belg^ ;  who,  in  former  age 

A  ladie  of  great  worth  and  wealUi  had  beene, 

And  mother  of  a  frutefull  heritage, 

Even  seventeene  goodly  sonnes ;  which  who  had  seene 

In  their  first  flowre,  before  this  fatall  teene 

Them  overtooke  and  their  faire  blossomes  blasted. 

More  happie  mother  would  her  surely  weene 

Then  famous  Niobe,  before  she  tasted 

Latonaes  childrens  wrath  that  all  her  issue  wasted. 

But  this  fell  tyrant,  through  his  tortious  powr^ 

Had  left  her  now  but  five  of  all  that  brood: 

For  twelve  of  them  he  did  hj  times  devoure, 

And  to  his  idols  sacrifice  their  blood, 

Whylest  he  of  none  was  stopped  nor  withstood 

For  soothly  he  was  one  of  matchlesse  might, 

Of  horrible  aspect  and  dreadfiill  mood. 

And  had  three  bodies  in  one  wast  empight, 

And  th'  armes  and  legs  of  three  to  succour  him  in  fight. 
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And  sooth  they  Bay  that  he  was  borne  and  bred  9 

Of  gyants  race,  the  sonne  of  Greryon ; 

He  mat  whylome  in  Spaine  so  sore  was  dred 

For  his  huge  powre  and  great  oppression, 

"Which  brought  that  land  to  his  subiection, 

Through  his  three  bodies  powre  in  one  combyn'dj 

And  eke  all  strangers,  in  that  region 

Arr3rving,  to  his  l^rne  for  food  assynd; 

The  fayrest  kyne  aliTe,  but  of  the  fiercest  kynd: 

For  they  were  all,  thejr  say^of  piorple  hew,  10 

"Kept  by  a  cowheard,  mght  Euiytion, 

A  crueU  carle,  the  which  all  strangers  slew, 

Ne  day  nor  night  did  sleepe  t'  attend  them  on, 

But  walkt  about  them  eyer  and  anone 

With  his  two-headed  dogge  that  Orthrus  hight 

Orthrus  begotten  bjr  great  Typhaon 

And  foule  Echidna  in  the  house  of  Night : 

But  Hercules  them  all  did  orercome  in  fight. 

ilis  Sonne  was  this  G^ryoneo  hight ;  U 

Who,  after  that  his  monstrous  father  fell 

Under  Alcides  club,  streight  tooke  his  flight 

From  that  sad  land,  where  he  his  syre  did  quell, 

And  came  to  this,  where  Belg^  then  did  dwell 

And  flourish  in  all  wealth  and  happinesse. 

Being  then  new  made  widow,  as  befell. 

After  her  noble  husbands  late  decesse ; 

Which  gave  beginning  to  her  woe  and  wretohednesse. 

Then  this  bold  tyrant,  of  her  widowhed  12 

Taking  advantage  and  her  yet  iresh  woes, 

Himseife  and  service  to  her  offered. 

Her  to  defend  against  all  forrein  foes 

That  should  their  powre  against  her  right  oppose: 

Whereof  she  glad,  now  needing  strong  defence. 

Him  entertayn*d  and  did  her  champion  chose ; 

WTiich  long  he  usd  with  carefull  diligence, 

The  better  to  confirme  her  fearelesse  confidence. 

Sy  meanes  whereof  she  did  at  last  commit  13 

Ail  to  his  hands,  and  gave  him  soveraine  powre 

To  doe  whatever  he  thought  good  or  fit: 

Which  having  ^ot,  he  gan  forth  from  that  howre 

To  stirre  up  strife  and  many  a  tragicke  stowre  i 

Giving  her  dearest  children  one  by  one 

Unto  a  dreadfuU  monster  to  devoure. 

And  setting  up  an  idole  of  his  owne, 

The  image  of  his  monstrouB  parent  Geiyono 
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So  tyrannizing^  and  oppressing  all,  11 

The  woeftill  widr.w  had  no  meanet  noir  left. 

But  unto  gratious  great  Mercilla  call 

For  avde  against  that  craeU  tyrants  theft, 

Ere  all  her  children  he  from  her  had  reft : 

Therefore  these  two,  her  eldest  sonnes,  she  sent 

To  seeke  for  succour  of  this  ladies  gieft : 

To  whom  their  sute  they  humbly  <£d  present 

In  th'  hearing  of  full  many  kni^ts  and  ladies  gent. 

Amongst  the  which  then  fortuned  to  bee  IS 

The  noble  Briton  prince  with  his  braye  peaie ; 

Who  when  he  none  of  all  those  knights  did  see 

Hastily  bent  that  enterprise  to  heare, 

Nor  undertake  the  same  for  cowheard  feare, 

He  stepped  forth  with  courage  bold  and  great, 

Admvr  d  of  all  the  rest  in  presence  there, 

And  numbljr  gan  that  migntie  queene  entreat 

To  graunt  him  that  adrenture  for  his  former  feat. 

She  gladly  graunted  it :  tiien  he  straightway  1€ 

Himselfe  unto  his  ioumey  gan  prepare.* 

And  all  his  armours  readie  dight  that  day. 

That  nought  the  morrow  next  mote  star  his  &ze. 

The  morrow  next  appear'd  with  purple  hayre 

Tet  dropping  fresh  out  of  the  Indian  fouiuk, 

And  bringing  light  into  the  beavens  fayre, 

When  he  was  readie  to  his  steede  to  mount 

Unto  his  way,  which  now  was  all  his  eaie  and  eoont. 

Then  taking  humble  leare  of  that  great  qoeene,  17 

Who  gave  him  roial  giftes  and  ridies  rare. 

As  tokens  of  her  thankeMl  mind  beseene. 

And  leaving  Artegall  to  his  owne  care, 

Upon  his  Toyage  forth  he  gan  to  fare 

With  those  two  gentle  youthes,  which  him  did  guide 

And  all  his  way  before  aim  still  prepare : 

Ne  after  him  did  Arteg&U  abide. 

But  on  his  first  adventure  fcnrward  forth  did  ride. 

It  was  not  long  tiU  that  the  prince  arrived  1§ 

Within  the  land  where  dwelt  that  ladie  sad ; 

Whereof  that  tyrant  had  her  now  deprived. 

And  into  moores  and  marshes  banisht  had. 

Out  of  the  pleasant  sovle  and  citties  glad. 

In  which  she  wont  to  harbour  happily: 

But  now  his  cruelty  so  sore  she  drad. 

That  to  those  fennes  for  fastnesse  she  did  fly. 

And  there  herself  did  hyde  from  his  hard  tyraniqr* 
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There  he  her  found  in  sorrow  and  dismay,  19 

All  solitarie  without  living  wight ; 

For  all  her  other  children,  thn>agh  affnj, 

Had  hid  themselvee,  or  taken  farther  flight : 

And  eke  herselfe  through  sadden  strange  affiight^ 

When  one  in  armes  she  saw,  began  to  ny ; 

Bat,  when  her  owne  two  sonnes  she  had  in  sight, 

She  gan  take  hart  and  looke  up  iojfully; 

For  well  she  wist  this  knight  came  succoor  to  supply. 

And,  running  unto  them  with  gree^  ioyeiu  20 

Fell  straight  about  their  neckee  as  they  did  kneele. 

And  bursting  forth  in  teares ;  "  Ah !  my  sweet  boyes," 

Sayd  she,  *'yet  now  I  gin  new  life  to  feele; 

And  feeble  spirits,  that  gan  faint  and  reele, 

Now  rise  againe  at  this  your  ioyous  sight. 

Alreadie  seemes  that  fortunto  headlong  wheele 

Begins  to  tume,  and  sunne  to  shine  more  bright 

Then  it  was  wont,  through  comfort  of  this  noble  knight" 

Then  turning  unto  him ;  "  And  you,  sir  knight,"  21 

Said  she,  '*  that  taken  hare  this  toylesome  paine 

For  wretched  woman,  miserable  wight^ 

May  you  in  hearen  immortall  guerdon  gaine 

For  so  great  trareU  as  you  doe  sustaine  1 

For  other  meede  may  hope  for  none  of  mee. 

To  whom  nought  else  but  bare  life  doth  remaine ; 

And  that  so  wretched  one,  as  3re  do  see 

Is  liker  lingring  death  then  loathed  life  to  bee.** 

Much  was  he  moved  with  her  piteous  plight ;  22 

And  low  dismounting  from  his  lofiie  steede 

Gan  to  recomfort  her  all  that  he  mig^ht, 

Seeking  to  drive  away  deepe-rootea  dreede 

With  hope  of  heipe  in  that  her  ^preatest  neede. 

So  thence  he  wished  her  with  hun  to  wend 

Unto  some  place  where  they  mote  rest  and  feede. 

And  she  take  comfort  which  Qod  now  did  send : 

Good  hart  in  evils  doth  the  evils  much  amend. 

''Ay  me !"  savd  she,  "  and  whither  shall  I  goeP  2B 

Are  not  all  places  full  of  forraine  powresP 

My  pallaces  possessed  of  my  foe, 

My  cities  sackt,  and  their  sKY-tfareatning  towres 

Baced  and  made  smooUi  fields  now  full  of  flowves  ? 

Onely  these  marishes  and  myrie  boffs. 

In  which  the  fearefoll  ewftes  do  build  l^ieir  bowres 

Yeeld  me  an  hostry  mongst  the  croking  frogs. 

And  harbour  here  in  safisfy  from  those  rafenoos  dogs. 
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"  Nathlesse,"  said  he,  "  deare  ladie,  with  me  goe ;  21 

Some  place  shall  us  receive  and  harbour  yieldf ; 

If  not,  we  will  it  force,  mangre  your  foe, 

And  purchase  it  to  us  with  speare  and  shield : 

And  if  all  fayle,  vet  farewell  open  field ! 

The  earth  to  all  her  creatures  lodging  lends." 

With  such  his  cheareMl  speaches  he  doth  wield 

Her  mind  so  well,  that  to  his  will  she  bends ;  J^wends. 

And,  bynding  up  her  locks  and  weeds,  forth   with  him 

They  came  unto  a  citie  farre  up  land,  25 

The  which  whylome  that  ladies  owne  had  bene ; 

But  now  by  force  extort  out  of  her  hand 

By  her  strong  foe,  who  had  defaced  cleene 

Her  stately  towres  and  buildings  sunny  sheene. 

Shut  up  her  haven,  mard  her  marchants  trade. 

Bobbed  her  people  that  ftdl  rich  had  beene. 

And  in  her  necke  a  castle  huge  had  made. 

The  which  did  her  commaund  without  needing  perswade. 

That  castle  was  the  strength  of  all  that  state,  96 

Untill  that  state  by  strength  was  pulled  downe; 

And  that  same  citie,  so  now  ruinate, 

Had  bene  the  keye  of  all  that  kingdomes  crowne ; 

Both  goodly  castie,  and  both  goodly  towne. 

Till  that  th'  offended  heavens  list  to  lowre 

Upon  their  bhsse,  and  balefull  fortune  frowne. 

"When  those  gainst  states  and  kingdomes  do  coniure. 

Who  then  can  thinke  their  hedlong  mine  to  recure ! 

Bat  he  had  brought  it  now  in  servile  bond,  27 

And  made  it  beare  the  yoke  of  inquisition, 

Stryving  long  time  in  vaine  it  to  withstond ; 

Yet  glad  at  last  to  make  most  base  submission. 

And  life  enioy  for  any  composition : 

So  now  he  hath  new  lawes  and  orders  new 

Imposd  on  it  with  many  a  hard  condition. 

And  forced  it,  the  honour  that  is  dew 

To  God,  to  doe  unto  his  idole  most  untrew. 

1V>  him  he  hath  before  this  castle  greene  28 

Built  a  faire  chappell,  and  an  altar  framed 

Of  costly  ivory  full  rich  beseene, 

On  which  t4)at  cursed  idole,  farre  prodamed. 

He  hath  set  up,  and  him  his  ^od  hath  named ; 

Offring  to  h\ra  m  sinfull  sacrifice 

The  fiesh  of  men,  to  Gods  owne  likenesse  framed. 

And  pvwrinjf  forth  their  bloud  in  brutishe  wise. 

That  dkuf  yron  eyes,  to  8eo»  it  would  agrize. 
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And,  for  more  horror  and  more  cmeltie,  29 

Under  that  cursed  idols  altar-stone 

An  hideoas  monster  doth  in  darknesse  lie, 

Whose  dreadfoll  shape  was  never  seene  of  none 

That  lives  on  earth ;  out  unto  those  alone 

The  which  nnto  him  sacrificed  bee : 

Those  he  devoures,  they  say,  both  flesh  and  bone ; 

What  else  they  have  is  all  the  tyrants  fee : 

So  that  no  whit  of  them  remayning  one  may  see. 

There  eke  he  placed  a  strong  garrisone,  80 

And  set  a  seneschall  of  dre^ed  might, 

That  by  his  powre  oppressed  every  one, 

And  vanquished  all  venturous  knights  in  fight ; 

To  whom  he  wont  shew  all  the  shame  he  might, 

After  that  them  in  battell  he  had  wonne : 

To  which  when  now  they  gan  approch  in  sight. 

The  ladie  oounseld  him  the  place  to  shonne. 

Whereas  so  many  knights  had  fouly  bene  fordonne. 

Her  fearefull  speaohes  nought  he  did  regard ;  31 

But,  ryding  streight  under  the  castle  wall. 
Called  aloud  unto  the  watchfull  ward 


Which  there  did  wayte,  willing  them  forth  to  call 

Into  the  field  their  tyrants  seneschall : 

To  whom  when  tydings  thereof  came,  he  streight 

Cals  for  his  armes,  and  arming  him  withall 

Eftsoones  forth  pricked  prouoly  in  his  might, 

And  gan  with  courage  fierce  addresse  him  to  the  fight 

ThiTf  both  encounter  in  the  middle  plaine,  82 

And  Uieir  sharpe  speares  doe  both  together  smite 

Amid  their  shields  with  so  huge  might  and  maine. 

That  seem'd  their  soules  they  would  have  ryven  quight 

Out  of  their  breasts  with  wious  despkht: 

Tet  could  the  seneschals  no  entrance  find 

Into  the  princes  shield  where  it  empight, 

(So  pure  the  metall  was  and  well  refmd,) 

But  shivered  all  about,  and  scattered  in  the  wynd. 

Not  so  the  princes ;  but  with  restleese  force  83 

Into  his  shield  it  r^die  passage  found; 

Both  through  his  haberieon  and  eke  his  corse ; 

Which  tombling  downe  upon  the  senselesse  ground 

Gave  leave  unto  his  ghost  from  thraldome  bound 

To  wander  in  the  griesly  shades  of  night : 

There  did  the  prince  him  leave  in  deadly  swound. 

And  thence  unto  the  castle  marched  right 

To  lee  if  entrance  there  as  yet  obtaine  ne  might 
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Bat,  as  he  nigher  drew^  three  knights  he  spyde,  91 

All  arm'd  to  point  issuing  forth  apace, 

Which  towards  him  with  all  their  nowre  did  ryde^ 

And  meeting  him  right  in  the  middle  race 

Did  all  their  speares  attonce  on  him  enchace. 

As  three  great  oulverings  for  batterie  bent. 

And  leveld  all  against  one  oertaine  place. 

Doe  all  attonce  their  thunders  ra^  forthrent. 

That  makes  the  wals  to  stagger  with  astonishment: 

So  all  attonce  thcT  on  the  prince  did  thonder;  3S 

Who  from  his  saddle  swarved  nought  asyde, 

Ne  to  their  force  gaye  way,  that  was  great  wonder; 

But  like  a  bulwarke  firmely  did  abyde, 

Bebutting  him,  which  in  the  midst  did  ryde, 

With  so  huffe  rigour,  that  his  mortall  speare 

Past  throuj^  his  shield  and  pierst  through  either  ^de ; 

That  downe  he  fell  tippon  his  mother  deare. 

And  powred  forth  his  wretched  life  in  deadly  dreare. 

Whom  when  his  other  fellowes  saw,  they  fled  36 

As  fast  as  feete  could  carry  them  away; 

And  after  them  the  i^rince  as  swiftly  sped, 

To  be  aveng'd  of  theur  unknightly  play. 

There,  whilest  thev^  entring  th'  one  did  th'  other  stay. 

The  lundmost  in  the  gate  he  orerhent. 

And,  as  he  pressed  in,  him  there  did  slay : 

His  oarkasse  tumbling  on  the  threshold  sent 

His  groning  soule  unto  her  place  of  punishment. 

The  other  which  was  entred  laboured  fast  37 

To  sperre  the  gate:  but  that  same  lumpe  of  clay, 

Whose  grudging  gnost  was  thereout  fleid  and  past. 

Bight  in  the  miadest  of  the  threshold  lay. 

That  it  the  posteme  did  from  closing  stay: 

The  whiles  the  prince  hard  preased  m  betweene. 

And  entraunce  wonne :  streight  th'  other  fled  away. 

And  ran  into  the  hall,  where  ne  did  weene 

Himselfe  to  sare ;  but  he  there  slew  him  at  the  skreene. 

Tlien  all  the  rest  which  in  that  castle  were,  88 

Seeing  that  sad  ensample  them  before. 

Durst  not  abide,  but  fled  away  for  feare. 

And  them  convayd  out  at  a  posteme  dore. 

Long  sought  the  prince ;  but,  when  he  found  no  more 

T*  oppose  against  nis  powre,  he  forth  issued 

Unto  that  lady,  where  he  her  had  lore. 

And  her  gan  oheare  with  what  she  there  had  rewed. 

And,  what  she  had  not  scene  within,  unto  her  shewed: 
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Who  with  right  humble  thankes  him  goodly  meting     8d 

For  BO  great  prowesse  as  he  there  had  proT9<t 

Much  greater  then  waa  ever  in  her  weeting, 

"With  great  admiraunee  inwardly  was  moved. 

And  honoord  him  with  aU  that  her  behoved. 

Thenceforth  into  that  castle  he  her  led 

With  her  two  sonnee  right  deare  of  her  beloved ; 

Where  all  that  night  themselves  they  cherished, 

And  from  her  balefoll  minde  all  care  he  banished. 


CANTO  XI. 

Frinoe  Arthure  overoomee  the  great 

Gerioneo  in  fight: 
Doth  sUy  the  monster,  and  lestora 

Belgi  onto  her  right. 

It  often  fals,  in  oonrse  of  common  Hfe, 

That  riffht  long  time  is  overborne  of  wron^ 

Through  avarice,  or  powre,  or  guile,  or  strife, 

That  weakens  her,  and  makes  her  party  strong : 

But  iustice,  though  her  dome  she  doe  prolong. 

Yet  at  the  last  she  will  her  owne  cause  rifl:ht : 

As  by  sad  Belg^  seemes :  whose  wrong;8  though  long 

She  sufired,  yet  at  lengtn  she  did  requight, 

And  sent  redresse  thereof  by  this  brave^riton  knight 

Whereof  when  newes  was  to  that  tpant  brought. 

How  that  the  lady  Belg^  now  had  round 

A  champion,  that  had  with  his  champion  fought, 

And  laid  his  seneschall  low  on  the  ground. 

And  eke  himselfe  did  threaten  to  confound ; 

He  ffan  to  bume  in  rage,  and  friese  in  feare. 

Doubting  sad  end  of  principle  unsound : 

Tet,  sith  he  heard  but  one  that  did  appeare. 

He  did  himselfe  encourage  and  take  better  cheare. 

Nathelesse  himselfe  he  armed  aU  in  hast. 

And  forth  he  far'd  with  all  his  many  bad, 

Ke  staved  step,  till  that  he  came  at  last 

Unto  the  castle  which  they  conquerd  had : 

There  with  huge  terrour,  to  be  more  ydrad. 

He  sternelv  marcht  before  the  castle  gate, 

And,  with  bold  vaunts  and  ydle  threatning,  bad 

Deliver  him  his  owne,  ere  yet  too  late. 

To  which  they  had  no  right,  nor  any  wrongeMi  state 
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The  prince  staid  not  his  aunswere  to  devize. 

But  opening  streight  the  sparre  forth  to  him  came. 

Full  nobly  mounted  in  right  warlike  wize ; 

And  asked  him,  if  that  he  were  the  same. 

Who  all  that  wrong  unto  that  wofull  dame 

So  long  had  done,  and  from  her  native  land 

Exiledlier,  that  all  the  world  spake  shame. 

He  boldly  aunswerd  him,  he  there  did  stand 

That  would  his  doings  iustifie  with  his  owne  hand. 

With  that  so  foriously  at  him  he  flew. 

As  if  he  would  have  over-run  him  streight ; 

And  with  his  huge  great  3rron  axe  gan  hew 

So  hideously  uppon  his  armour  br^t, 

As  he  to  peeces  would  have  chopt  it  quight ; 

That  the  Dold  prince  was  forcedf  foote  to  give 

To  his  first  rage,  and  yeeld  to  his  despight ; 

The  whilest  at  him  so  dreadfully  he  curive, 

lliat  seem'd  a  marble  rocke  asunder  could  have  rire. 

Thereto  a  ^at  advauntage  eke  he  has 
Through  his  three  double  nands  thrise  multiplyde. 
Besides  the  double  strength  which  in  them  was : 
For  stiL  when  fit  occasion  did  betide. 
He  could  his  weapon  shift  from  side  to  syde. 
From  hand  to  hand ;  and  with  such  nimblesse  sly 
Could  wield  about,  that,  ere  it  were  espide. 
The  wicked  stroke  did  wound  his  enemy 
Behinde,  beside,  before,  as  he  it  list  apply. 

Which  uncouth  use  whenas  the  prince  perceived. 
He  gan  to  watch  the  wielding  ofhis  hand. 
Least  by  such  slight  he  were  unwares  deceived ; 
And  ever,  ere  he  saw  the  stroke  to  land. 
He  would  it  meete  and  warily  withstand. 
One  time  when  he  his  weapon  faynd  to  shifl. 
As  he  was  wont,  and  chang*d  from  hand  to  hand. 
He  met  him  with  a  counter-stroke  so  swift 
That  quite  smit  ofi*  his  arme  as  he  it  up  did  Hft 

Therewith  all  fraught  with  fury  and  disdaine 

He  brayd  aloud  for  very  fell  despight^ 

And  Bodainely,  t'  avenge  himselfe  againe 

Gim  into  one  assemble  all  the  might 

Of  all  his  hands,  and  heaved  them  on  hiffht, 

Thinking  to  pay  him  with  that  one  for  all : 

But  the  sad  Steele  seizd  not,  where  it  was  hight, 

TTppon  the  ciiilde,  but  somewhat  short  did  ful. 

And  lighting  on  his  horses  head  him  quite  did  malL 
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Down  streiglit  to  ground  fell  his  astonisht  steed,  9 

And  eke  to  th'  earth  his  burden  with  him  bare ; 

But  he  himselfe  fidl  lightly  from  him  freed, 

And  gan  himselfe  to  fight  on  foote  prepare : 

Whereof  whenas  the  gyant  was  aware, 

He  wox  right  blyth,  as  he  had  got  thereby, 

And  laught  so  loud,  that  all  his  teeth  wide  bare 

One  mignt  have  seene  enraung'd  disorderly, 

like  to  a  rancke  of  piles  that  pitched  are  awry. 

Eftsoones  againe  his  axe  he  raught  on  hie,  10 

Ere  he  were  throughly  buckled  to  his  geare. 

And  gan  let  drive  at  him  so  dreadfuUie, 

That  nad  he  chaunced  not  his  shield  to  reare, 

Ere  that  huge  stroke  arrived  on  him  neare. 

He  had  him  surely  doyen  quite  in  twaine : 

But  th'  adamantine  shield  which  he  did  beare 

So  well  was  tempred,  that  for  all  his  maine 

It  would  no  passage  yeeld  unto  his  purpose  vaine. 

Yet  was  the  stroke  so  forcibly  applide,  U 

That  made  him  stagger  with  unoertEune  sway. 

As  if  he  would  have  tottered  to  one  side : 

Wherewith  full  wroth  he  fiercely  gan  assay 

That  curt'sie  with  like  kindnesse  to  repay. 

And  smote  at  him  with  so  importune  might. 

That  two  more  of  his  armes  did  fall  away. 

Like  fruitlesse  braunches,  which  the  hatcnets  slight 

Hath  pruned  from  the  native  tree  and  cropped  quight. 

With  that  aU  mad  and  furious  he  j|^w,  12 

lake  a  fell  mastifie  through  enragmg  heat, 
And  curst;  and  band,  and  blasphemies  forth  threw 
Against  his  gods,  and  fire  to  them  did  threat. 
And  hell  unto  himselfe  with  horrour  great : 
Thenceforth  he  car'd  no  more  which  way  he  strooke. 
Nor  where  it  light;  but  gan  to  chaufe  and  sweat. 
And  gnasht  his  teeth,  and  his  head  at  him  shooke, 
And  stemely  him  beheld  with  grim  and  ghastly  looke. 

Nought  fear'd  the  childe  his  lookes,  ne  yet  his  threats ;    13 

But  onely  wexed  now  the  more  aware 

To  save  himselfe  from  those  his  furious  heats. 

And  watch  advauntage  how  to  worke  his  care. 

The  which  good  fortune  to  him  ofiFred  faire : 

For  as  he  in  his  ra^  him  overstrooke. 

He,  ere  he  could  his  weapon  backe  repaire. 

His  side  all  bare  and  naked  overtooke. 

And  with  his  mortal  steel  quite  through  the  bo4y  strooko. 
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Thronffh  all  three  bodies  he  him  strooke  attonoe,  lA 

That  ul  the  three  attonce  fell  on  the  plaine. 

Else  should  he  thrise  have  needed  for  the  nonce 

Them  to  hare  stricken,  and  thrise  to  hare  slaine. 

So  now  idl  three  one  sencelesse  Inmpe  remaine, 

Enwallow'd  in  his  owne  blacke  blondy  gore. 

And  byting  th'  earth  for  yerv  deaths  disdaine ; 

Who,  with  a  clond  of  night  him  covering,  bore 

Downe  to  the  house  of  dole,  his  daies  there  to  deplore. 

Which  when  the  lady  from  the  castle  saw,  15 

Where  she  with  her  two  sonnes  did  looking  stand* 

She  towards  him  in  hast  herselfe  did  draw 

To  greet  him  the  good  fortune  of  his  hand : 

Ana  all  the  people  both  of  towne  and  land, 

Which  there  stood  gazing  from  the  citties  wall 

Uppon  these  warriours,  fpreedy  t'  understand 

To  whether  should  the  victory  befall, 

Now  when  they  saw  it  falne,  they  eke  him  greeted  alL 

But  Belg:^  with  her  sonnes  prostr&ted  low  16 

Before  his  feete,  in  all  that  peoples  sight, 

Mongst  ioyes  mixing  some  tears,  mongst  wde  some  wo. 

Him  thus  bespake ;  "  O  most  redoubted  knight. 

The  which  hast  me,  of  all  most  wretched  wight. 

That  earst  was  dead,  restor'd  to  life  againe. 

And  these  weake  impes  replanted  bv  thy  might ; 

What  guerdon  can  1  give  thee  for  thy  paine, 

But  evji  that  which  thou  savedst  thine  still  to  remaine !" 

He  tooke  her  up  forby  the  lilly  hand,  17 

And  her  recomforted  the  best  he  might. 

Saying;  '*  Deare  lady,  deedes  ought  not  be  scand 

By  th  authors  manhood,  nor  the  doers  might. 

But  by  their  trueth  and  by  the  causes  right: 

That  same  is  it  which  fought  for  you  this  day. 

What  other  meed  then  need  me  to  requight. 

But  that  which  yeeldeth  vertues  meecl  alway  P 

That  is,  the  vertue  selfe,  which  her  reward  doth  pay." 

She  humbly  thankt  him  for  that  wondrous  grace,  IS 

And  further  say;  "  Ah !  sir,  but  mote  ye  please, 

Sidi  ye  thus  farre  have  tendred  my  poore  case. 

As  from  my  chiefest  foe  me  to  release. 

That  your  victorious  arme  will  not  yet  cease. 

Till  ye  have  rooted  all  the  relickes  out 

Of  that  vilde  race,  and  stablished  my  peace." 

"What  is  there  else,"  sayd  he,  "left  of  their  routP 

Declare  it  boldly,  dame,  and  doe  not  stand  in  dout^ 
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Then  wote  you,  sir,  that  in  thifl  church  hereby  19 

Wre  stands  an  idole  of  great  note  and  name, 

lie  which  this  gyant  reared  first  on  hie, 

md  of  his  owne  Taine  fancies  thought  did  frame: 

?o  whom,  for  endlesse  horronr  of  his  shame, 

le  ofired  up  for  daily  sacrifize 

\^  children  and  my  people,  burnt  in  flame 

^ith  all  the  tortures  that  he  conld  devize, 

Che  more  t'  aggrate  his  god  with  such  his  blouddy  goize. 

'  And  underneath  this  idoU  there  doth  lie  20 

Ln  hideous  monster,  tiiat  doth  it  defend, 

^d  feedes  on  all  the  carkassee  that  die 

[n  sacrifize  unto  that  cursed  feend : 

Whose  ugly  shape  none  ever  saw,  nor  kend» 

That  erer  scap'd :  for  of  a  man  thev  say 

It  has  the  Toice,  that  speaches  forth  doth  send. 

Even  blasphemous  words,  which  she  doth  bray 

Out  of  her  poysnous  entrails  fraught  with  dire  decay.** 

Which  when  the  prince  heard  tell,  his  heart  gan  eame     21 
¥or  great  desire  tnat  monster  to  assav; 
And  prayd  the  place  of  her  abode  to  leame: 
Which  being  shew'd,  he  gan  himselfe  streightway 


Thereto  addresse,  and  his  bright  shield  disnlay. 

So  to  the  church  he  came,  where  it  was  tola 

The  monster  underneath  the  altar  lay; 

There  he  that  idoll  saw  of  massy  gold 

Most  richly  made,  but  there  no  monster  did  behold. 

Upon  the  image  with  his  naked  blade  23 

Three  times,  as  in  defiance,  there  he  strooke; 

And,  the  ^taid  time,  out  of  an  hidden  ahhde 

There  forth  issewd  from  under  th'  altars  smooke 

A  dreadfull  feend  with  fowle  deformed  looke. 

That  stretcht  itselfe  as  it  had  long  lyen  still ; 

And  her  long  taile  and  fethers  strongly  shooke. 

That  all  the  temple  did  with  terrour  fill ; 

Yet  him  nought  terrifide  that  feared  nothing  ilL^ 

Aa  huge  great  beast  it  was,  when  it  in  length  23 

Was  stretched  forth  that  mgh  fild  aU  the  place, 

And  seem'd  to  be  of  infinite  great  strength ; 

Horrible,  hideous,  and  of  hellish  race. 

Borne  of  the  brooding  of  Echidna  base. 

Or  other  like  infemaU  furies  kinde : 

For  of  a  mayd  she  had  the  outward  face. 

To  hide  the  horronr  which  did  lurke  behinde. 

The  better  to  beguile  whom  she  so  fond  did  finde. 
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Thereto  the  bodj  of  a  dog  she  bad.  21 

FoU  of  fell  rarin  and  fierce  greedinene ; 

A  lions  clawes,  with  powre  and  rigour  dad. 

To  rend  and  teare  wfaatso  she  can  oppreese ; 

A  dracona  taile,  whose  sting  without  redreaae 

Full  <&adly  wounds  whereso  it  is  empi^t ; 

And  eagl^  wings,  for  scodo  and  speedinesse. 

That  nothing  may  escape  ner  reaching  mijdLt, 

Whereto  she  erer  list  to  make  her  hiurdy  Sight. 

Much  like  in  fonlnesse  and  deformify  2? 

Unto  that  monster,  whom  the  Theban  knight^ 

The  father  of  that  fatall  progeny, 

Made  Idll  herselfe  for  vmr  hearts  despi^t 

That  he  had  red  her  riddle,  which  no  wu^ 

Coold  ever  loose,  but  snfired  deadly  doole : 

So  also  did  this  monster  use  like  slight 

To  many  a  one  which  came  unto  her  schoole. 

Whom  she  did  put  to  death  deceived  like  a  foole. 

She  comming  forth«  whenas  she  first  behdd  SO 

The  armed  prince  with  ^eld  so  blazing  bright 

Her  readv  to  assaile,  was  greatly  queld, 

And  muck  dismayd  with  that  dismayfuH  sight, 

Tliat  Wke  she  would  have  tumd  for  great  affirig^ : 

But  he  gan  her  with  courage  fierce  assay, 

That  forst  her  tume  againe  in  her  despight 

To  save  herselfe,  least  that  he  did  her  slay : 

And  sure  he  had  her  slaine,  had  she  not  tumd  her  wajr. 

Tho,  when  she  saw  that  she  was  forst  to  fight»  27 

She  flew  at  him  like  to  an  hellish  feend. 

And  on  his  shield  tooke  hold  with  all  her  might. 

As  if  that  it  she  would  in  peeoes  rend. 

Or  reeve  out  of  ihe  hand  that  did  it  hend : 

Strongly  he  strove  out  of  her  greedy  gripe 

To  loose  his  shield,  and  long  while  did  contend ; 

But,  when  he  could  not  quite  it,  with  one  stripNd 

Her  lions  dawes  he  from  her  feete  away  did  wipe. 

With  that  aloude  she  gan  to  bray  and  yell,  2S 

And  fowle  blasphemous  speaches  forth  did  cast. 

And  bitter  curses,  horrible  to  tell ; 

That  even  the  temple,  wherein  she  was  plast, 

Did  quake  to  heare.  and  nigh  asunder  brast ; 

Tho  with  her  huge  long  taue  she  at  him  strooke. 

That  made  him  stagger  and  stand  halfe  aghast 

With  trembling  ioynts,  as  he  for  terrour  sbooke; 

Who  nought  was  torrifide,  but  greater  courage  tooke. 
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As  when  the  mast  of  some  well-timbred  hulke  29 

Is  with  the  blast  of  some  outra^ous  storme 

Blowne  downe,  it  shakes  the  bottome  of  the  bolke, 

And  makes  her  ribs  to  cracke  as  they  were  torno ; 

Whilest  still  she  stands  as  stonisht  and  forlome ; 

So  was  he  stound  with  stroke  of  her  huge  taile : 

But,  ere  that  it  she  backe  a^aine  had  borne. 

He  with  his  sword  it  strooke,  that  without  faile 

He  ioynted  it,  and  mard  the  swing^g  of  her  flaile. 

Then  gan  she  cry  much  louder  than  afore,  80 

That  all  the  people,  there  without,  it  heard, 

And  Belg^  selfe  was  therewith  stonied  sore, 

As  if  the  onely  sound  thereof  she  feard. 

But  then  the  feend  herselfe  more  fiercely  reard 

Uppon  her  wide  great  wings,  and  strongly  flew 

With  all  her  body  at  his  head  and  beard. 

That  had  he  not  foreseene  with  heedAill  vew. 

And  thrown  his  shield  atireen,  she  had  him  done  to  rew: 

But,  as  she  prest  on  him  with  heavy  sway,  81 

Under  her  wombe  his  fatall  sword  he  thrust, 

And  for  her  entrailes  made  an  open  way 

To  issue  forth;  the  which,  once  being  brust. 

Like  to  a  great  mill-damb  forth  fiercely  gusht. 

And  powred  out  of  her  infemall  sinke 

Most  ugly  filth ;  and  poyson  therewith  ruaht. 

That  him  nigh  choked  with  the  deadly  stinke : 

Such  loathly  matter  were  small  lust  to  speake  or  thinke. 

Then  downe  to  ground  fell  that  deformed  masse,  32 

Breathing  out  clouds  of  sulphure  fowle  and  blacke. 

In  which  a  puddle  of  contagion  was, 

More  loathd  then  Lema,  or  then  Stygian  lake, 

That  any  man  would  nigh  awhaped  make : 

"WTiom  when  he  saw  on  ground,  he  was  full  chd. 

And  streight  went  forth  his  gladnesse  to  partake 

With  Belgfe,  who  watcht  all  this  while  full  sad, 

Wa3rting  what  end  would  be  of  that  same  daunger  drad. 

Whom  when  she  saw  so  ioyously  come  forth,  83 

She  gan  reioyce  and  shew  triumphant  chere. 

Lauding  and  praysing  his  renowmed  worth 

By  all  the  names  that  honorable  were. 

Then  in  he  brought  her,  and  her  shewed  there 

The  present  of  his  paines,  that  monsters  spoyle, 

And  eke  that  idoll  deem*d  so  costly  dere ; 

Whom  he  did  all  to  peeoee  breake,  and  foyle 

In  filthy  durt,  and  left  so  in  the  loathely  soylo. 
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Then  all  the  people  which  beheld  tiiat  daj  91 

Gun  ehout  aloud,  that  unto  hearen  it  rong ; 

And  all  the  damzels  of  that  towne  in  n^r 

Came  dauncing  forth,  and  iojous  carrob  aongr: 

So  him  the^  led  through  all  their  streetes  alon^ 

Crowned  with  girlonds  of  immortall  baiee ; 

And  all  the  yulgar  did  about  them  throng 

To  see  the  man,  whose  everlasting  praise 

Th^  all  were  bound  to  all  posterities  to  raise. 

There  he  with  Belg^  did  awhile  remaine  SS 

Making  great  feast  and  ioyous  merriment^ 

Untill  he  had  her  settled  in  her  raine 

With  safe  assuraunce  and  establishment 

Then  to  his  first  emprize  his  mind  he  lent^ 

Full  loath  to  Bel^  and  to  all  the  rest; 

Of  whom  yet  taking  leave  thenceforth  he  wenl^ 

And  to  his  former  loumey  him  addrest ; 

On  which  long  way  he  rode,  ne  ever  day  did  rest. 

But  tume  we  now  to  noble  Artegall ;  96 

WhO;  having  left  MerciUa,  streightway  went 

On  his  first  quest,  the  which  him  forth  did  call. 

To  weet,  to  worke  Irenaes  franchisement^ 

And  eke  Grrantortoes  worthy  punishment 

So  forth  he  fared,  as  his  manner  was. 

With  onely  Talus  wayting  diligent, 

Through  many  perils ;  and  much  way  did  pas. 

Till  nigh  unto  the  place  at  length  ^procht  he  baa. 

There  as  he  traveld  by  the  way,  he  met  37 

An  aged  wight  wayfaring  all  alone. 

Who  through  his  yeares lonff  since  aside  had  set 

The  use  of  armes,  and  batteU  quite  forgone* 

To  whom  as  he  approcht,  he  knew  anone 

That  it  was  he  which  whilome  did  attend 

On  faire  Irene  in  her  affliction. 

When  first  to  faery  court  he  saw  her  wend. 

Unto  his  soveraine  queene  her  suite  for  to  ocnnmend. 

Whom  by  his  name  saluting,  Uius  he  gan ;  3S 

**  Haile,  ffood  Sir  Sergis^  truest  knight  alive, 

Well  tnae  in  all  thy  ladies  troubles  than 

When  her  that  tyrant  did  of  crowne  deprive; 

What  new  occasion  doth  thee  hither  dnve. 

Whiles  she  alone  is  left,  and  thou  here  found  P 

Or  is  she  thrall,  or  doth  she  not  survive?" 

To  whom  he  thus ;  '*  She  liveth  sure  and  sound ; 

But  by  that  tyrant  is  in  wretched  thraldome  bound ; 
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For  she  presuming  on  th'  appointed  tvde,  39 

Q  which  ve  promist,  as  ye  were  a  knight, 

*o  meete  ner  at  the  sal^a^e  lands  syde, 

Lnd  then  and  there  for  tnall  of  her  right 

Vith  her  Unrighteous  enemy  to  fight, 

)id  thither  come ;  where  she,  afrayd  of  nought, 

ly  guilefvJA  treason  and  hy  subtill  shght 

)urprized  was,  and  to  Grrantorto  brought* 

Nho  her  imprisQn'd  hath,  and  her  hfe  often  sought. 

'  And  now  he  hath  to  her  i^refixt  a  day,  40 

By  which  if  that  no  champion  doe  appeare. 

Which  will  her  cause  in  battailous  array 

Affainst  him  iustifie,  and  prove  her  deare 

Of  all  those  crimes  Ihat  he  gainst  her  doth  reare. 

She  death  shall  sore  aby."    Those  tidings  sad 

Did  much  abash  Sir  Artegall  to  heare. 

And  gneved  sore,  that  through  his  fiskult  she  had 

Fallen  into  that  tyrants  hanaand  usage  bad. 

Then  thus  rephde :  "  Now  sure  and  by  my  hfe,  dl 

Too  much  am  I  to  blame  for  that  faire  maide. 

That  have  her  drawne  to  all  this  troublous  strife, 

Through  promise  to  a^ord  her  timehr  aide. 

Which  by  default  I  hare  not  yet  defraide : 

But  witnesse  unto  me,  ve  heavens !  that  know 

How  cleare  I  am  from  blame  of  this  upbraide: 

Por  ye  into  like  thraldome  me  did  throw^ 

And  kept  from  oomplisbing  the  faiih  which  I  did  owe. 

"  But  now  aread.  Sir  Sergis,  how  lon^  space  42 

Hath  he  her  lent  a  champion  to  provide." 

"  Ten  daies,"  quoth  he,    he  sraunted  hath  of  grace. 

For  that  he  weeneth  well  before  that  tide 

None  can  have  tidings  to  assist  her  side : 

For  all  the  shores,  which  to  the  sea  accoste. 

He  day  and  night  doth  ward  both  &rre  and  wide. 

That  none  can  there  arrive  without  an  hoste : 

So  her  he  deemes  already  but  a  damned  ghoste." 

"  Now  tume  againe,"  sir  Arte^  then  sayd ;  43 

**  For,  if  I  hve  till  those  ten  daies  have  end, 

Assure  yourselfe,  sir  knight,  she  shall  have  ayd» 

Though  I  this  dearest  life  for  her  doe  spend. 

So  backeward  he  attone  with  him  did  wend. 

Tho,  as  they  rode  together  on  their  way, 

A  roat  of  people  they  before  them  keno. 

Flocking  topther  in  oonfusde  array ; 

As  if  that  there  were  some  tumultuous  affiray. 
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To  which  as  they  approcht  the  canse  to  kno^,  41 

They  saw  a  knipht  in  daungerous  distresse 

Of  a  rude  rout  him  chasing  to  and  fro, 

That  sought  with  lawlesse  powpe  him  to  oppresse. 

And  bring  in  bondage  of  their  brutishnesse : 

And  farre  away,  amid  their  rakeheU  bands, 

The;^  spide  a  lady  left  all  succourlesse. 

Crying,  and  holding  up  her  wretched  hands 

To  him  for  aide,  who  long  in  vaine  their  rage  withstands. 

Yet  still  he  strives,  ne  any  perill  spares,  IS 

To  reskue  her  from  their  rude  violence ! 

And  like  a  lion  wood  amongst  them  fares, 

Dealing  his  dreadfull  blowes  with  large  dispence, 

G^ainst  which  the  paUid  death  findes  no  defence : 

But  all  in  vaine :  their  numbers  are  so  great, 

That  naught  may  boot  to  banishe  them  from  thence  ,• 

For,  soone  as  he  their  outrage  backe  doth  beat. 

They  tume  afresh,  and  oft  renew  their  former  threat. 

And  now  they  doe  so  sharpely  him  assay,  46 

That  they  his  shield  in  peeces  battred  have, 

And  forced  him  to  throw  it  quite  away. 

Fro  dangers  dread  his  doubttull  life  to  save; 

Albe  that  it  most  safety  to  him  gave. 

And  much  did  magnifie  his  noble  name : 

For,  fi^m  the  day  that  he  thus  did  it  leave, 

Amongst  all  knights  he  blotted  was  with  blame. 

And  counted  but  a  recreant  knight  with  endles  shame. 

Whom  when  thev  thus  distressed  did  behold,  4; 

They  drew  unto  his  aide;  but  that  rude  rout 

Hiem  also  gan  assaile  with  outrage  bold. 

And  forced  them,  however  strong  and  stout 

Thev  were,  as  well  approv'd  in  many  a  doubt» 

Backe  to  recule ;  untill  that  yron  man 

With  his  huge  flaile  began  to  lay  about ; 

"From  whose  sterne  presence  they  diffused  ran. 

Like  scattred  chafie,  the  which  the  wind  away  doth  fan. 

So  when  that  knight  from  perill  deare  was  freed,  48 

He  drawing  neare  began  to  greete  them  faire, 

And  yeeld  great  thankes  for  their  so  goodly  deed. 

In  saving  him  from  daungerous  despaire 

Of  those  which  sought  his  life  for  to  empaire: 

Of  whom  Sir  Artegall  gan  then  enquere 

The  whole  occasion  of  his  late  misfare, 

And  who  he  was,  and  what  those  villaines  were, 

The  which  with  mortall  malice  him  porsu'd  so  nere. 
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To  whom  lie  thus :  "  My  name  is  Burbon  hight,  49 

WeU  knowne,  and  far  renowmed  heretofore, 

Untill  late  mischiefe  did  uppon  me  light, 

That  all  mv  former  praise  hath  blemisht  sore  s 

And  that  faire  lady,  which  in  that  uprore 

Ye  with  those  caytives  saw,  Flourdelis  hipht. 

Is  mine  owne  love,  though  me  she  have  forlore ; 

Whether  withheld  from  me  by  wrongfull  might, 

Or  with  her  owne  good  will,  1  cannot  read  aright. 

"  But  sure  to  me  her  faith  she  first  did  plight  SO 

To  be  my  love,  and  take  me  for  her  lord ; 

Till  that  a  tyrant,  which  Grandtorto  bight. 

With  golden  gifles  and  many  a  guilefuU  word 

Entyced  her  to  him  for  to  accord. 

O,  who  may  not  with  gifts  and  words  be  tempted ! 

Sith  which  she  hath  me  ever  since  abhord. 

And  to  my  foe  hath  guilefully  consented : 

Ay  me,  that  ever  guyle  in  women  was  invented. 

"  And  now  he  hath  this  troup^e  of  villains  sent  Si 

By  open  force  to  fetch  her  quite  away : 

Gtunst  whom  myselfe  I  long  in  vaine  have  ben*" 

To  rescue  her,  and  daily  meanes  assay ; 

Yet  rescue  her  thence  by  no  meanes  I  may; 

For  they  doe  me  with  multitude  oppresse, 

And  with  unequall  might  doe  overlay, 

That  oft;  I  driven  am  to  great  distresse,^ 

And  forced  to  forgoe  th'  attempt  rem^dilesse." 

**But  why  have  ye,"  said  ArtegaU,  "  forborne  €2 

Your  owne  good  shield  in  daungerous  dismay? 

That  is  the  greatest  shame  and  foulest  scome. 

Which  unto  any  knight  behappen  may. 

To  loose  the  badge  that  should  his  deedes  display.** 

To  whom  sir  Burbon,  blushing  halfe  for  shame; 

"  That  shall  I  unto  you,"  quoth  he,  "  bewray; 

Least  ye  therefore  mote  happily  me  blame. 

And  deeme  it  doen  of  will,  that  through  inforcement  came. 

"True  is  that  I  at  first  was  dubbed  knight  63 

By  a  good  knight,  the  knight  of  the  Bed-croBse ; 

Who,  when  he  gave  me  armes  in  field  to  fight, 

Gave  me  a  shield,  in  which  he  did  endosse 

His  deare  Bedeemers  badge  upon  the  bosse: 

The  same  long  while  I  bore,  and  therewithaQ 

Fought  manv  Dattels  without  wound  or  losses 

Therewith  Grandtorto  selfe  I  did  appall. 

And  made  him  oftentimes  in  field  before  me  fiilL 
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"  But  for  that  manj  did  that  shield  enTie,  Si 

And  cruell  enemies  increased  more ; 

To  stint  all  strife  and  troublous  enmitie. 

That  bloudie  scutchin  being  battred  aote 

I  layd  aside,  and  have  of  late  forbore; 

Hoping  thereby  to  have  my  love  obtayned: 

Yet  can  I  not  my  love  have  nathemore ; 

Por  she  by  force  ia  still  fro  me  detayned. 

And  with  corruptfuU  biybes  is  to  untruth  mistno^eGL** 

To  whom  thus  Artegall ;  "  Certes,  sir  knight,  S5 

Hard  is  the  case  the  wluch  ye  doe  complaine ; 

Tet  not  so  hard  (for  nought  so  hard  may  li^t 

That  it  to  such  a  streight  mote  you  constrame) 

As  to  abandon  that  which  doth  oontaine 

Your  honours  stile,  that  is,  your  warlike  shield. 

All  perUl  ought  be  lesse,  and  lesse  all  paine 

Then  losse  of  fame  in  disaventrous  field : 

Dye,  rather  then  doe  ought  that  mote  dishonour  yield !" 

*'  Not  BO,'*  quoth  he ;  "  for  yet,  when  time  doth  serve,      66 

My  former  shield  I  may  resume  againe : 

To  temporize  is  not  from  truth  to  swerve, 

Ne  for  advanta^^  terme  to  entertaine, 

Whenas  necessitie  doth  it  constraine." 

"  Fie  on  such  forgerie,"  said  Artegall, 

"  Under  one  hood  to  shadow  faces  twaine: 

Knights  ought  be  true,  and  truth  is  one  in  all ; 

Of  ful  things,  to  dissemble,  fouly  may  befall !" 

*'  Yet  let  me  you  of  oourtesie  request,"  ^ 

Said  Burbon,  **  to  assist  me  now  at  need 

Against  these  pesants  which  have  me  opprest, 

And  forced  me  to  so  infamous  deed. 

That  yet  my  love  may  from  their  hands  be  freed.** 

Sir  Artegall,  albe  he  earst  did  wyte 

His  wavering  mind,  vet  to  his  aide  agreed. 

And  buckling  him  eusoones  unto  the  fight 

Pid  set  upon  those  troupes  with  all  his  powre  and  might. 

Who  flocking  round  about  them,  as  a  swarme  ^ 

Of  flyes  upon  a  birchen  bough  doth  cluster, 

Did  them  assault  with  terrible  allarme. 

And  over  all  the  fields  themselves  did  muster. 

With  bils  and  glay ves  making  a  dreadiull  luster ; 

That  forst  at  first  those  knights  backe  to  retyre ; 

As  when  the  wrathfull  Boreas  doth  bluster, 

Nought  may  abide  the  tempest  of  his  yre. 

Both  man  and  beast  doe  fly,  and  succour  doe  inquyre. 
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Bat,  wlienas  oyerblowen  waa  that  brunt,  69 

Those  knights  began  afresh  them  to  assajle, 

And  all  about  the  fields  like  squirrels  hunt; 

But  chiefij  Talus  with  his  jrron  flayle, 

Gainst  which  no  fliffht  nor  rescue  mote  ayajle, 

Made  cruell  havocke  of  the  baser  orew. 

And  chaced  them  both  over  hill  and  dale : 

The  raskall  manie  soone  they  overthrew ; 

But  the  two  knights  themselyes  their  captains  do  tobdaw. 

At  last  they  came  whereas  that  ladie  bode,  6Q 

Whom  now  her  keepers  had  forsaken  quight 

To  save  themselves,  and  scattered  were  abrode : 

Her  halfe  dismayd  they  found  in  doubtfiill  plight 

As  neither  glad  nor  sorie  for  their  sight ; 

Yet  wondrous  faire  she  was,  and  richly  dad 

In  roiall  robes,  and  many  iewels  dight; 

But  that  those  villens  through  their  usaffe  bad 

Them  fouly  rent,  and  shamefully  defaced  had. 

But  Burbon,  streight  dismonntinff  from  his  steed,  61 

Unto  her  ran  with  greedie  great  desyre. 

And  catching  her  fast  by  her  ragged  weed 

Would  have  embraced  her  with  lirt  entyre  t 

But  she,  backstarting,  with  disdainefnll  yre 

Bad  him  avaunt,  ne  would  imto  his  lore 

Allured  be  for  prayer  nor  for  meed : 

Whom  when  those  knights  so  froward  and  forlore 

Beheld,  they  her  rebuked  and  upbrajded  sore. 

Sayd  ArtegaU ;  "  What  foule  disgpraoe  is  this  62 

To  so  faire  ladie,  as  ye  seeme  in  si^ht. 

To  blot  your  beautie,  that  unblenusht  is. 

With  so  foule  blame  as  breach  of  faith  once  plight, 

Or  change  of  love  for  an^  worlds  delight  P 

Is  ought  on  earth  so  pretious  or  doare 

As  prayse  and  honour?  or  is  ought  so  bright 

Ana  beautifnll  as  glories  beames  appeare,  [cleareP 

Whose  goodly  light  then  Phoebus  lampe  doth  shine  more 

•*  Why  then  will  ye,  fond  dame,  attempted  bee  63 

Unto  a  strangers  love,  so  lightly  placed. 

For  guiftes  of  gold  or  any  worldly  elee. 

To  leave  the  love  that  ve  before  emoraoed. 

And  let  your  fame  with  falshood  be  defaced  P 

Fie  on  tne  pelfe  for  which  good  name  is  sold. 

And  honour  with  indignitie  debased ! 

Dearer  is  love  then  life,  and  fame  then  gold ; 

But  dearer  then  them  both  your  faith  onoe  plighted  hold. 
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Much  was  the  ladie  in  her  gentle  mind  61 

Abasht  at  his  rebuke,  that  bit  her  neare ; 

Ne  ought  to  answere  thereunto  did  find : 

But,  hanging  down  her  head  with  heavie  cheare^ 

Stood  long  amaz'd  as  she  amated  weare : 

Which  Burbon  seeing,  her  againe  assajd ; 

And,  clasping  twixt  his  armes,  her  up  did  reare 

Upon  his  steede,  whiles  she  no  whit  ^inesayd : 

60  bore  her  quite  away  nor  well  nor  ill  apaydL 

Nathlesse  the  yron  man  did  still  pursew  6S 

That  raskall  many  with  unpittied  spoyle ; 

Ne  ceassed  not,  till  all  their  scattred  crew 

Into  the  sea  he  drove  quite  from  that  soyle, 

The  which  they  troubled  had  with  great  turmoyle  t 

But  Artegall,  seeiDff  his  cruell  deed, 

Commaunded  him  m>m  slaughter  to  recoyle, 

And  to  his  voyage  gan  againe  proceed ; 

Tor  that  the  terme,  approching  fast,  required  speed. 


CANTO  xn. 

Artegall  doth  Sir  Burbon  aid^ 
And  blames  for  changing  shield  i 

He  with  the  great  Grantorto  fights, 
And  fllaieth  him  in  field. 

0  tiCBBD  hunger  of  ambitious  mindee. 
And  impotent  desire  of  men  to  mine ! 
Whom  neither  dread  of  God,  that  devils  bindes, 
Nor  lawes  of  men,  that  common  ^weales  containe, 
Nor  bands  of  nature,  that  wilde  beastes  restraine. 
Can  keepe  from  outrage  and  from  doinff  wrong. 
Where  they  may  hope  a  kingdome  to  ootaine: 
No  &ith  so  firme,  no  trust  can  be  so  strong, 
No  love  so  lasting  then,  that  may  endoren long. 

Witneese  may  Burbon  be ;  whom  all  the  bands, 

Which  mav  a  knight  assure,  had  surely  bound, 

Untill  the  love  of  lordship  and  of  lands 

Made  him  become  most  faithless  and  unsound : 

And  witnesse  be  Grerioneo  foun<L 

Who  for  like  cause  faire  Belg^  did  oppresse. 

And  right  and  wrong  most  cruelly  confound : 

And  so  be  now  Grantorto,  who  no  lesse 

Than  all  the  rest  burst  out  to  all  outragioasneBfie 
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6^am8t  whom  Sir  Arteq^all  lon^  having  sinoo  8 

Taken  in  hand  th*  exploit,  (being  theretoo 

Appointed  by  that  mightie  faerie  prince. 

Great  Gloriane,  that  tyrant  to  fordoo,) 

Through  other  great  adventures  hethertoo 

Had  it  forslackt :  but  now  time  drawing  ny. 

To  him  assynd  her  high  beheast  to  doo, 

To  the  sea-shore  he  gan  his  way  apply 

To  weete  if  shipping  readie  he  mote  there  descry. 

Tho,  when  they  came  to  the  sea-coast,  th^  found  4 

A  ship  all  reacUe,  as  good  fortune  fell. 

To  put  to  sea,  with  whom  they  did  compound 

To  passe  them  over  where  them  list  to  tell : 

The  winde  and  weather  served  them  so  well. 

That  in  one  day  they  with  the  coast  did  fall ; 

Whereas  they  readie  found,  them  to  repell. 

Great  hostes  of  men  in  order  martiall, 

Which  them  forbad  to  land,  and  footing  did  forstalL 

But  nathemore  would  they  from  land  refraine :  5 

But,  whenas  nigh  unto  the  shore  they  drew 

That  foot  of  man  might  sound  the  bottome  plaine, 

Talus  into  the  sea  did  forth  issew 

Though  darts  from  shore  and  stones  they  at  him  threw ; 

And  wading  through  the  waves  with  steofast  sway, 

Maugre  the  might  of  all  those  troupes  in  vew. 

Did  win  the  shore ;  whence  he  them  chast  awav 

And  made  to  fly  like  doves,  whom  th'  eagle  dom  affiray. 

The  whyles  Sir  Artegall  with  that  old  knight  6 

Did  forth  descend,  there  being  none  them  neare, 

And  forward  marched  to  a  towne  in  sight. 

By  this  came  tydings  to  the  tyrants  eare. 

By  those  which  earst  did  fly  away  for  feare. 

Of  their  arrivall :  wherewitn  troubled  sore 

He  all  his  forces  streight  to  him  did  rearp, 

And,  forth  issuing  with  his  scouts  afore. 

Meant  them  to  have  incountred  ere  th^  left  the  shore : 

But  ere  he  marched  farre  he  with  them  met,  7 

And  fiercely  charged  them  with  all  his  force ; 

But  Talus  stemely  did  upon  them  set, 

And  brusht  and  battred  them  without  remorse, 

That  on  the  ground  he  left  full  ^lany  a  corse; 

Ne  any  able  was  him  to  withstand. 

But  he  them  overthrew  both  man  and  horse, 

That  they  lay  scattred  over  all  the  land. 

As  thicke  as  doth  the  seede  after  the  sowers  hand. 
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Till  Aitegall  him  seeii^  so  to  rage 
Willd  him  to  stay,  ana  signe  of  trace  did  make  : 
To  which  all  harkning  did  awhile  asswage 
Their  forces  furie.  and  their  terror  slake ; 
Till  he  an  heratdd  cald,  and  to  him  spake. 
Willing  him  wend  unto  the  tvrant  streight. 
And  tell  him  that  not  for  suck  slaughters  aake 
He  thether  came,  but  for  to  trie  the  right 
Of  fayre  Irenaes  cause  with  him  in  single  fight : 

And  wiUed  him  £or  to  reclajme  with  speed  9 

His  scattxed  people,  ere  they  all  were  slaine ; 

And  time  ana  place  convenient  to  areed. 

In  which  they  two  the  combat  might  darraine. 

Which  message  when  Grantorto  heard,  full  fiayne 

And  glad  he  was  the  slaughter  so  to  stay ; 

And  pointed  for  the  combat  twixt  them  twayne 

The  morrow  next,  ne  gave  him  longer  dav : 

80  sounded  the  retraite,  and  drew  his  folke  awaj. 

That  night  Sir  Artegall  did  cause  his  tent  20 

There  to  be  pitched  on  the  open  i^aine ; 

For  he  had  given  streight  commaundement 

That  none  should  dare  him  once  to  entertaine : 

Which  none  durst  breake,  though  many  would  lighl  famt 

For  faire  Irena  whom  they  lovea  deare : 

But  yet  old  Sergis  did  so  well  him  paine, 

That  from  dose  friends,  that  dar'd  not  to  appeare. 

He  all  things  did  purvay  which  for  them  needfull ' 


The  morrow  next  that  was  the  dismall  day  11 

Appointed  for  Irenas  death  before, 

So  soone  as  it  did  to  the  world  display 

His  chearefull  face,  and  light  to  men  restore, 

The  heavy  mayd,  to  whom  none  tydings  bore 

Of  Artegals  arrivall  her  to  free, 

Lookt  up  with  eyes  full  sad  and  hart  full  sore. 

Weening  her  lifes  last  howre  then  neare  to  bee ; 

Sith  no  redemption  nigh  she  did  nor  heare  nor  see. 

Then  up  she  rose,  and  on  herselfe  did  dight  li 

Most  squalid  garments,  fit  for  such  a  day: 

And  with  dulToountenance  and  with  dolenil  spright 

She  forth  was  brought  in  sorrowfull  dismay 

For  to  receive  the  doome  of  her  decay : 

But  commin^  to  the  place,  and  finding  there 

Sir  Artegall  m  battailous  array 

Wavting  his  foe,  it  did  her  dead  hart  cheare. 

Ana  new  life  to  her  lent  in  midst  of  deadly  fearo. 
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Like  as  a  tender  rose  in  open  i>laine,  13 

That  with  nntimelr  drought  nigh  withered  was, 

And  hung  the  head,  soone  as  few  cirops  of  raine 

Thereon  distill  and  deaw  her  daintie  face, 

G^uiB  to  look  up,  and  with  fresh  wonted  grace 

Dispreds  the  glorie  of  her  leaves  gay ; 

8u(Ui  was  Irenas  countenance,  such  her  case, 

When  Arte|^all  she  saw  in  that  array, 

There  wayting  for  the  tyrant  till  it  was  farre  day : 

Who  came  at  len^  with  proud  presumpteous  gate         H 

Into  the  field,  as  if  he  fearelesse  were, 

All  armed  in  a  cote  of  yron  plate 

Of  ffreat  defence  to  ward  the  deadly  feare, 

Ana  on  his  head  a  steele-cap  he  did  weare 

Of  colour  rustie-browne,  but  sure  and  stron^^ ; 

And  in  his  hand  an  huge  polaxe  did  beare. 

Whose  steale  was  yron-studded,  but  not  long, 

With  which  he  wont  to  fight,  to  justifie  his  wrong. 

Of  stature  huge  and  hideous  he  was,  15 

Like  to  a  giant  for  his  monstrous  hight. 

And  did  in  strength  most  sorts  of  men  surpas, 

Ne  ever  anv  found  his  match  in  might ; 

Thereto  he  nad  great  skill  in  single  fight : 

His  face  was  ug^  and  his  countenance  steme, 

That  could  have  frayd  one  with  the  very  sight. 

And  gaped  like  a  gulfe  when  he  did  geme ; 

That  whether  man  or  monster  one  could  scane  disoemo. 

Soone  as  he  did  within  the  listes  appeare,  10 

With  dreadfull  looke  he  Artegall  beheld. 

As  if  he  would  have  daunted  him  with  feare ; 

And,  grinning  griesly,  did  against  him  weld 

His  deadly  weapon  which  in  hand  he  held : 

But  Hi'  elfin  swayne,  that  oft  had  scene  like  sisht, 

Was  with  his  ghastly  count'nance  nothing  qudd ; 

But  gan  hun  streight  to  buckle  to  the  fight. 

And  cast  his  shiela  about  to  be  in  readie  plight. 

The  trompets  sound ;  and  they  together  goe  17 

With  dreadfull  terror  and  with  fell  intent ; 

And  their  huge  strokes  full  daungerously  bestow. 

To  doe  most  aammage  whereas  most  they  ment : 

But  with  such  force  and  fiirie  violent 

The  tjrant  thundred  his  thicke  blowes  so  fast. 

That  through  the  yron  walles  their  way  they  rent. 

And  even  to  the  vitall  parts  they  past, 

Ne  ought  could  them  endure,  but  all  they  deft  or  brast. 
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Which  cruell  outrage  whenas  Artegall  19 

Did  well  avise,  theaceforth  with  warie  heed 

He  shund  his  strokes,  where-ever  they  did  f  jI1» 

And  way  did  firive  unto  their  gracelesse  speed : 

Ajb  when  a  skilfall  maniner  doth  reed 

A  storme  approching  that  doth  perill  threat. 

He  will  not  bide  the  daunger  or  such  dread. 

But  strikes  his  sayles,  and  vereth  his  main-sheat. 

And  lends  unto  it  leave  the  emptie  ayre  to  beat. 

So  did  the  faerie  knight  himselfe  abeare,  19 

And  stouped  oft  his  head  from  shame  to  shield : 

No  shame  to  stoupe,  one  head  more  high  to  reare 

And,  much  to  gaine,  a  litle  for  to  yield : 

So  stoutest  knights  doen  oftentimes  in  field. 

But  still  the  tyrant  sternely  at  him  layd. 

And  did  his  yron  axe  so  nimbly  wield, 

That  many  wounds  into  his  flesh  it  made, 

And  with  nis  burdenous  blowes  him  sore  did  orerlade. 


SO 


Yet  whenas  fit  advantaj^e  he  did  spy, 

The  whiles  the  cursed  lelon  high  did  reare 

His  cruell  hand  to  smite  him  mortally, 

Under  his  stroke  he  to  him  stepping  neare 

Bight  in  the  flanke  him  strooke  with  deadly  dreare. 

That  the  gore-bloud  thence  gushing  grievously 

Did  underneath  him  like  a  pond  appeare 

And  all  his  armour  did  with  purple  dye : 

Thereat  he  brayed  loud,  and  yelled  dreadfully. 

Yet  the  huge  stroke,  which  he  before  intended,  21 

Kept  on  his  course,  as  he  did  it  direct, 

And  with  such  monstrous  poise  adowne  descended. 

That  seemed  nought  could  him  from  death  protect: 

But  he  it  well  did  ward  with  wise  respect. 

And  twixt  him  and  the  blow  his  shield  did  cast. 

Which  thereon  seizing  tooke  no  ^^reat  effect ; 

But,  byting  deepe,  therein  did  sticke  so  fast 

That  by  no  meanes  it  backe  again  he  forth  oould  wrast 

Long  while  he  tug'd  and  strove  to  get  it  out,  23 

And  all  his  powre  applved  thereunto. 

That  he  therewith  the  knight  drew  all  about : 

Nathlesse,  for  all  that  ever  he  could  doe. 

His  axe  he  oould  not  from  his  shield  undoe. 

Which  Artegall  perceiving,  strooke  no  more. 

But  loosing  soone  his  shield  did  it  forgoe ; 

And,  whiles  he  combred  was  therewith  so  sore. 

He  gan  at  him  let  dhve  more  fiercely  than  afore. 


y  Google 


THB  FAEBIB  QXTBENB.  649 

So  well  he  him  pursew'd.  that  at  the  last  23 

He  stroke  him  with  Chrysaor  on  the  hed, 

That  with  the  souse  thereof  full  sore  aghast 

He  staggered  to  and  fro  in  doubtfull  sted : 

Againe,  whiles  he  him  saw  so  ill  bested, 
He  did  him  smite  with  all  his  might  and  maino, 
That,  fallings  on  his  mother  earth  he  fed: 
"Whom  when  he  saw  prostrated  on  the  plaine, 
He  lightly  reft  his  head  to  ease  him  of  his  paine. 

Which  when  the  people  round  about  him  saw,  24 

They  shouted  all  for  loy  of  his  successe. 

Glad  to  be  quit  from  that  proud  tyrant's  awe, 

Which  with  strong  powro  did  them  long  time  oppresse ; 

And,  running  all  with  greedie  ioyfulnesse 

To  faire  Irena,  at  her  ieet  did  fall. 

And  her  adored  with  due  humblenesse 

As  their  true  liege  and  princesse  naturall ; 

And  eke  her  chunpions  glcrie  sounded  over  all : 

Who,  streight  her  leading  with  meete  maiestie  25 

Unto  the  pallace  where  their  kinps  did  rayne. 

Did  her  tnerein  establish  peaceablie, 

And  to  her  kingdomes  seat  restore  a^ayne ; 

And  all  such  persons,  as  did  late  mamtayne 

That  tyrants  part  with  close  or  open  ayde, 

He  sorely  punished  with  heavie  payne ; 

That  in  short  space,  whiles  there  with  her  he  stayd. 

Not  one  was  left  that  durst  her  once  have  disobayd. 

During  which  time  that  he  did  there  remayne,  23 

His  studie  was  true  iustice  how  to  deale, 

And  day  and  night  employ 'd  his  busie  paine 

How  to  reforme  that  ragged  conmion-weale : 

And  that  same  yron  man,  which  could  reyeale 

All  hidden  crimes,  through  ail  that  realme  he  sent 

To  search  out  those  that  usd  to  rob  and  steale. 

Or  did  rebell  gainst  lawfull  government ; 

On  whom  he  did  inflict  most  grievous  punishment. 

But,  ere  he  could  reforme  it  thoroughly,  27 

He  through  occasion  called  was  away 

To  faerie  court,  that  of  necessity 

His  course  of  iustice  he  was  forst  to  stay, 

And  Talus  to  revoke  from  the  right  way, 

In  which  he  was  that  realme  for  to  redresse : 

But  envies  cloud  still  dimmeth  vertues  ray! 

So,  having  freed  Irena  from  distresse, 

He  tooke  nis  leave  of  her  there  left  in  heavinessew 
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Tho,  as  he  backe  returned  from  that  land,  2S 

And  there  arriv'd  againe  whence  forth  he  set. 

He  had  not  passed  farre  upon  the  strand, 

Whenas  two  old  ill-fa70ur  d  hags  he  met. 

By  the  way-side  being  together  set. 

Two  griesly  creatures ;  and,  to  that  their  faces 

Most  foule  and  filthie  were,  their  garments  yet» 

Being  all  rag'd  and  tatter'd,  their  disgraces 

Did  much  the  more  augment,  and  made  most  ui^Iy  < 


The  one  of  them,  that  elder  did  appeare,  S 

With  her  dull  eyes  did  seeme  to  looke  askew. 

That  her  mis-sbape  much  helpt ;  and  her  foule  heare 

Hung  loose  and  loathsomely;  thereto  her  hew 

Was  wan  and  leane,  that  all  her  teeth  arew 

And  all  her  bones  might  through  her  cheekee  be  red; 

Her  lips  were,  like  raw  lether,  pale  and  blew: 

And  as  she  spake,  therewith  she  slavered ; 

Yet  spake  she  seldom ;  but  thought  more,  the  lease  she  sed: 

Her  hands  were  foule  and  durtie,  never  washt  SO 

In  all  her  life,  with  long  nayles  over-raught 

Like  puttocks  clawes ;  with  th'  one  of  which  she  scratcht 

Her  cursed  head,  although  it  itched  naught ; 

The  other  held  a  snake  with  venime  fraught, 

On  whidi  she  fed  and  gnawed  himgrily, 

As  if  that  long  she  had  not  eaten  ought : 

That  round  about  her  iawes  one  might  descry 

The  bloudie  gore  and  poyson  dropping  lothsomely. 

Her  name  was  Envie,  knowen  well  thereby ;  31 

Whose  nature  is  to  grieve  and  grudge  at  all 

'I  hat  ever  she  sees  ooen  prays-wortlnly; 

Whose  sight  to  her  is  greatest  crosse  may  fall 

And  vexeth  so,  that  makes  her  eat  her  gall: 

For,  when  she  wanteth  other  thing  to  eat, 

She  feedes  on  her  owne  maw  unnaturall, 

And  of  her  owne  foule  entrayles  makes  her  meat ; 

Meat  fit  for  such  a  monsters  monsterous  dyeat : 

And  if  she  hapt  of  an^r  good  to  heare,  33 

That  had  to  any  happily  betid, 

Then  would  she  inly  fret,  and  grieve,  and  teare 

Her  flesh  for  felnesse,  which  she  inward  hid ; 

But  if  die  heard  of  ill  that  any  did, 

Or  harme  that  any  had,  then  would  she  make 

Great  cheare,  like  one  imto  a  banquet  bid ; 

And  in  anothers  losse  great  pleasure  take, 

nhe  had  got  thereby  and  gayned  a  great  stake 
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The  other  noUuDg  better  was  then  shee;  83 

Agreeing  in  bad  will  and  cancred  kjnd, 

But  in  bad  maner  thev  did  disa^pree : 

For  whatso  envie  good  or  bad  did  fynd 

She  did  conceale,  and  murder  her  owne  mynd; 

But  this,  whatever  evill  she  conceived, 

Did  spred  abroad  and  throw  in  th'  open  wynd: 

Yet  this  in  all  her  words  might  be  peroeiyed. 

That  aD  she  sought  was  mens  good  name  to  have  bereaved. 

For,  whatsoever  good  by  any  sayd  34 

Or  doen  she  heara,  she  would  streightwayes  invent 

How  to  deprave  or  slaunderously  upbrayd, 

Or  to  misconstrue  of  a  mans  intend 

And  tume  to  ill  the  thing  that  well  was  ment : 

Therefore  she  used  often  to  resort 

To  common  haunts,  and  companies  frequent, 

To  hearke  what  any  one  did  good  report. 

To  blot  the  same  with  blame,  or  wrest  in  wicked  sort : 

And  if  that  any  ill  she  heard  of  any,  35 

She  woidd  it  eeke,  and  make  much  worse  by  telling. 

And  take  great  ioy  to  publish  it  to  many. 

That  every  matter  worse  was  for  her  melling : 

Her  name  was  hight  Detraction,  and  her  dwelling 

Was  neare  to  Envie,  even  her  neighbour  next; 

A  wicked  hag,  and  Envv  selfe  excelling 

In  mischiefe ;  for  herselfe  she  only  vext : 

But  this  same  both  herselfe  and  others  eke  perplext. 

Her  face  was  ugly,  and  her  mouth  distort,  8G 

Foming  with  poyson  round  about  her  gils, 

In  which  her  cursed  tongue  full  sharpe  and  short 

Appeared  like  aspis  sting,  that  closely  kils, 

Or  cruelly  does  wound  whomso  she  wild ; 

A  distaffe  in  her  other  hand  she  had. 

Upon  the  which  she  litle  spinnes,  but  spils ; 

And  faynes  to  weave  false  tales  and  leasinss  bad. 

To  throw  amongst  the  good,  which  others  had  disprad. 

lliese  two  now  had  themselves  combynd  in  one,  37 

And  linckt  together  gainst  Sir  Artegall ; 

For  whom  thev  wayted  as  his  mortall  fone. 

How  they  might  miake  him  into  mischiefe  rail. 

For  freeing  from  their  snares  Irena  thrall : 

Besides,  unto  themselves  they  gotten  had 

A  monster  which  the  blatant  b^t  men  call* 

A  dreadfull  feend  of  gods  and  men  ydrad. 

Whom  they  l^  slif^ts  allur'd  and  to  their  purpose  lad. 
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Suoh  were  these  hags,  and  so  unhandsome  drest ;  S 

Who  when  they  nigh  approching  had  espjde 

Sir  Artegall  return  d  from  his  late  quest, 

Thej  both  arose,  and  at  him  loudly  cryde, 

Ajb  it  had  bene  two  shepheards  curres  had  scryde 

A  ravenous  wolfe  amongst  the  scattered  flockea : 

And  Enyie  first,  as  she  that  first  him  eyed, 

Towardes  him  runs,  and  with  rude  flaring  lockes 

About  her  eares  does  beat  her  brest  and  forehead  knocl^ 

Then  from  her  mouth  the  gobbet  she  does  take,  h 

The  which  whyleare  she  was  so  greedily 

Devouring,  even  that  halfe-gnawen  snake. 

And  at  him  throws  it  most  aespightfully : 

The  cursed  serpent,  though  she  hungrily 

Earst  chawed  tnereon,  yet  was  not  m1  so  dead. 

But  that  some  life  remaned  secretly; 

And,  as  he  past  afore  withouten  dreieid, 

Bit  him  bemnd,  that  long  the  marke  was  to  be  read. 

Then  th'  other  comming  neare  gan  him  revile,  40 

And  fouly  rayle,  with  dl  she  could  invent ; 

Saying  that  he  had,  with  unmanly  guile 

And  mule  abusion,  both  his  honour  blent. 

And  that  bright  sword,  the  sword  of  lustice  lent 

Had  stavned  with  reprochfiiU  crueltie 

In  guiltlesse  blood  oi  manv  an  innocent : 

As  for  Grantorto,  him  with  treacherie 

And  traynes  having  surpriz'd  he  fouly  did  to  die. 

Thereto  the  blatant  beast,  by  them  set  on,  H 

At  him  began  aloud  to  barke  and  bay 

With  bitter  rage  and  fell  contention. 

That  all  the  woods  and  rockes  nigh  to  that  way 

Began  to  quake  and  tremble  with  dismay; 

And  all  the  aire  rebellowed  againe ; 

So  dreadfully  his  hundred  tongues  did  bray: 

And  evermore  those  hags  themselves  did  paine 

To  sharpen  him,  and  their  owne  cursed  tongs  did  straiiie. 

And,  still  among,  most  bitter  wordes  they  spake,  48 

Most  shamefull,  most  unrighteous,  most  untrew, 

That  they  the  mildest  man  alive  would  make 

Forget  ms  patience,  and  yeeld  vengeaunce  dew 

To  her,  that  so  false  sclaunders  at  him  threw: 

And  more  to  make  them  pierce  and  wound  more  deepo. 

She,  with  the  sting  which  in  her  vile  tongue  grew 

Did  sharpen  them,  and  in  fresh  poyson  steepe ; 

Yet  he  past  on,  and  seem'd  of  them  to  take  no  keepe. 
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But  Talus,  hearing  her  so  lewdly  rsdle  43 

And  sneake  so  ill  of  him  that  well  deserved, 

Woula  her  have  ch4stiz'd  with  his  yron  fiaile, 

If  her  Sir  Arte^rall  had  not  preserved, 

And  him  forbidden,  who  his  heast  observed : 

So  much  the  more  at  him  still  did  she  scold. 

And  stones  did  cast ;  yet  he  for  nought  would  swerve 

From  his  right  course,  but  still  the  way  did  hold 

To  Faerie  court;  where  what  him  fell  shall  else  be  told. 
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OF 

THE   FAEEIE   QTJEENE, 

COBTATHnrO 

JSfft  Xegcntr  of  Sir  (DaUHore,  or  of  CDovrtcsCc 


THE  waies,  through  which  mr  weary  steps  I  guyde 
In  this  delightful  land  of  Faerv, 
Are  BO  exc^^ing  spacious  and  wyde. 
And  sprinckled  witn  such  sweet  vaneiy 
Of  all  Umt  pleasant  is  to  eare  or  eye, 
That  I,  nigh  ravisht  with  rare  thouffhts  delight, 
My  tedious  travell  doe  forget  thereby; 
And,  when  I  gin  to  feele  oecay  of  might, 
It  strength  to  me  supplies  and  chears  my  duUed  spri^iit. 

Such  secret  comfort  and  such  heayenlie  pleasures. 

Ye  sacred  imps,  that  on  Pamasso  dwell* 

And  there  the  keeping  have  of  learnings  threaflures 

Whidi  doe  all  worldly  riches  farre  exoell, 

Into  the  mindes  of  mortall  men  doe  well, 

And  goodly  fury  into  them  infuse ; 

Guyde  ye  my  footing,  and  conduct  me  well 

In  these  strange  waies  where  nerer  foote  did  use, 

Ne  none  can  mid  but  who  was  taught  them  hy  the  muae: 

Bevele  to  me  the  sacred  noursery 

Of  vertue,  which  with  you  doth  there  remaine, 

Where  it  in  silver  bowre  does  hidden  ly 

From  view  of  men  and  wicked  worlds  disdaine ; 

Since  it  at  first  was  by  the  gods  with  paine 

Planted  in  earth,  being  denv*d  at  furst 

From  heayenlv  seedes  of  bounty  soveraine, 

And  by  them  long  with  carefull  labour  nurst, 

TiU  it  to  ripenesse  grew,  and  forth  to  honour  burst. 

Amongst  them  all  growes  not  a  fairer  flowre 
Then  is  the  bloosme  of  comely  oourtesie ; 
Which  though  it  on  a  lowly  stalke  doe  bowre. 
Yet  brancheth  forth  in  brave  nobilitie. 
And  spreds  itselfe  through  all  civilitie : 
Of  which  Uiough  present  age  doe  plenteous  seeme. 
Yet,  being  match t  with  plame  antiquitie. 
Ye  will  them  all  but  fanned  showes  eeteeme, 
Whidi  carry  colours  faire  that  feeble  eiee  misdeeme. 
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Bat,  in  the  triall  of  true  carterie,  5 

Its  now  80  farre  firom  that  which  then  it  was. 

That  it  indeed  is  nought  bnt  forfferie, 

Fashioned  to  please  the  eies  of  them  that  pas. 

Which  see  not  perfect  things  bnt  in  a  glas : 

Tet  is  that  g^lasse  so  gay  that  it  can  blynd 

The  wisest  sight,  to  thinke  gold  that  is  bras : 

But  vertues  seat  is  deepe  within  the  mynd. 

And  not  in  outward  shows  but  inward  thoughts  defjrnd. 

Bnt  where  shall  I  in  all  antiquity  C 

So  faire  a  patteme  finde,  where  may  be  seene 

The  goodly  praise  of  princely  curtesie. 

As  in  yourselfe,  O  soveraine  lad^  queeneP 

In  whose  pure  minde,  as  in  a  mirrour  sheene, 

It  showes,  and  ^ith  her  brightnesse  doth  inflame 

The  eyes  of  all  which  thereon  fixed  beene; 

But  meriteth  indeede  an  higher  name : 

Yet  so  from  low  to  high,  upliffced  is  your  name. 

Then  pardon  me,  most  dreaded  soFeraine,  7 

That  from  yourselfe  I  doe  this  vertue  bring. 

And  to  yourselfe  doe  it  retume  againe : 

So  from  the  ocean  all  rivers  spring, 

And  tribute  backe  repay  as  to  Uieir  long: 

Bight  so  from  vou  all  goodlr  yertues  well 

Into  the  rest  which  round  about  you  ring, 

Faire  lords  and  ladies  which  about  you  awell, 

And  doe  adome  your  court  where  courtesies  excelL 


CANTO  I. 

Calidore  saves  fW>m  Mmlellbrt 

A  damzell  used  vylde : 
Doth  Tanqniiih  Crador;  and  doth  mafca 

Briana  wexe  more  tnjide. 


Or  oourt,  it  seemes,  men  courtesie  doe  call. 
For  that  it  there  most  useth  to  abound : 
And  well  beeeemeth  that  in  princes  hall 
That  vertue  should  be  plentifully  found. 
Which  of  all  goodly  manners  is  the  ground. 
And  roote  of  civill  conversation : 
^ght  so  in  faery  court  it  did  redound. 
Where  curteous  knights  and  ladies  most  did  won 
Of  all  on  earth,  and  made  a  matchlesse  paragon. 
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But  mon^  tliem  all  was  none  more  coorteons  kni^t 

Then  Calidore,  beloved  over  all : 

In  whom  it  seemes  that  gentlenesse  of  spright 

And  manners  mylde  were  planted  naturall ; 

To  which  he  adding  comely  gmze  withall 

And  gracious  speadi,  did  pteale  mens  hearts  away : 

Nathlesse  thereto  he  was  full  stout  and  tall. 

And  well  approv'd  in  batteilous  affray, 

That  him  did  much  renowme,  and  far  his  &me  display. 

Ne  was  there  knight  ne  was  there  ladv  found 
In  faerie  court,  but  him  did  deare  embrace 
For  his  faire  usage  and  conditions  sound. 
The  which  in  all  meus  liking  gayned  place. 
And  with  the  greatest  purchast  greatest  grace ; 
Which  he  could  wisely  use,  and  well  apply, 
To  please  the  best,  and  th'  evill  to  embase  : 
For  he  loathd  leasing  and  base  flattery. 
And  loved  simple  truth  and  stedfast  honesty. 

And  now  he  was  in  travell  on  his  way, 

Uppon  an  hard  adventure  sore  bestad, 

Whenas  by  chaxmce  he  met  uppon  a  day 

With  Artegall,  returning  yet  halfe  sad 

From  his  late  conquest  which  he  gotten  had: 

Who  whenas  each  of  other  had  a  sight, 

They  knew  themselves,  and  both  their  persons  rad : 

When  Calidore  thus  first;  "  haile,  noblest  knight 

Of  all  this  day  on  ground  that  br^ithen  living  spright ! 

**  Now  tell,  if  please  jou,  of  the  good  successe 

Which  ye  have  had  m  your  late  enterprize." 

To  whom  Sir  Artegall  gan  to  expresse 

His  whole  exploite  anavalorous  emprize. 

In  order  as  it  did  to  him  arize. 

"  Now,  happy  man,"  said  then  Sir  Calidore, 

**  Which  have,  so  goodly  as  ye  can  devize, 

Atchiev'd  so  hard  a  quest,  as  few  before ; 

That  shall  you  most  renowmed  make  for  evermore. 

**  But  where  ye  ended  have,  now  I  begin 

To  tread  an  endlesse  trace ;  withouten  guyde 

Or  good  direction  how  to  enter  in, 

Or  how  to  issue  forth  in  waies  untryde, 

In  perils  strange,  in  labours  long  and  wide; 

In  which  although  good  fortune  me  befall. 

Yet  shall  it  not  by  none  be  testifyde." 

"  What  is  that  quest,"  quoth  then  Sir  Artegall, 

"  That  you  into  wich  perils  presently  doth  callP" 
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'*  The  blattant  beast,"  auoth  he,  "  I  doe  pursew,  7 

And  through  the  world  incessantly  doe  chase. 

Till  I  him  overtake,  or  else  subdew : 

Yet  know  I  not  or  now  or  in  what  place 

To  find  him  out,  yet  still  I  forwiurd  trace." 

"  What  is  that  blattant  beast  then?"  he  replide. 

"  It  is  a  monster  bred  of  hellisho  race," 

Then  answered  he,  "  which  often  hath  annpyd 

Good  knights  and  ladies  true,  and  many  else  destroyd. 

"  Of  Cerberus  whilome  he  was  begot  8 

And  fell  ChimsDra,  in  her  darkesome  den, 

Through  fowle  commixture  of  his  filthy  blot ; 

Where  he  was  fostred  long  in  Stygian  fen. 

Till  he  to  perfect  ripenesse  grew ;  and  then 

Into  this  wicked  world  he  forth  was  sent 

To  be  the  pla^e  and  scourffe  of  wretched  men : 

Whom  with  ^e  tongue  and  venemous  intent 

He  sore  doth  wound,  and  bite,  and  cruelly  torment.** 

"  Then,  since  the  Salvage  Island  I  did  leave,"  9 

Sayd  Artegall,  *  I  such  a  beast  did  see. 

The  which  did  seeme  a  thousand  tongues  to  have. 

That  all  in  spight  and  malice  did  agree. 

With  which  ne  bayd  and  loudly  barkt  at  mee, 

As  if  that  he  attonce  would  me  devoure : 

But  I,  that  knew  mvselfe  from  periU  free. 

Did  nought  regard  his  malice  nor  his  powre ; 

But  he  the  more  his  wicked  poyson  forth  did  poure." 

**  That  surely  is  that  beast,"  saide  CaUdore,  10 

"Which  I  pursue,  of  whom  I  am  right  glad 

To  heare  these  tidings  which  of  none  afore 

Through  all  my  weary  travell  I  have  had : 

Yet  now  some  hope  your  words  unto  me  add." 

'*  Now  God  you  speed,"  quoth  then  Sir  Artegall, 

"And  keepe  your  body  from  the  daunger  drad; 

For  ye  have  much  adoe  to  deale  withalll" 

So  both  tooke  goodly  leave,  and  parted  severalL 

Sir  Calidore  thence  travelled  not  long,  U 

Whenas  by  chaxmce  a  oomeJ;^  squire  ne  found. 
That  thorough  some  more  mighty  enemies  wrong 
Both  hand  and  foote  «nto  a  tree  was  bound; 
Who,  seeing  him  from  farre,  with  piteous  sound 
Of  his  shrill  cries  him  called  to  his  aide: 
To  whom  approchinp,  in  that  painefuU  stound 
When  he  him  saw,  lor  no  demaunds  he  staide. 
But  ftnt  him  loede,  and  afterwards  thus  to  him  saidf 
V  V 
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^.  '  sqnire,  what  hard  mishu^  thee  brought  13 

Into  this  bay  of  perill  and  disgrace  r 
What  croell  hand  thj  wretched  thraldome  wrought^ 
And  thee  captyred  in  this  shamefiill  phioe  ?" 
To  whom  he  answered  thus ;  "  My  haplesse  case 
Is  not  occasioned  through  mj  misdesert. 
But  through  migfortune,  which  did  me  abase 
Unto  this  shame,  and  my  young  hope  subvert. 
Ere  that  I  in  her  guilefull  traines  was  well  expert. 

"  Not  farre  fixmi  hence,  uppon  yond  rocky  hill,  13 

Hard  by  a  streight  there  stands  a  castle  strong. 

Which  doth  obserre  a  custome  lewd  and  ill. 

And  it  haUi  long  mayntaind  with  mighty  wrong: 

For  may  no  knight  nor  lady  passe  along 

That  way.  (and  yet  thev  needs  must  passe  that  way. 

By  reason  of  the  streight,  and  rocks  among,) 

But  they  that  ladies  lockes  doe  shave  away. 

And  that  knights  beard,  for  toll  which  they  for  passage  pay.** 

"Ashamefulluseas  everldidheare,**  14 

Sayd  Calidore,  *'  and  to  be  overUirowne. 

But  hj  what  meanee  did  they  at  first  it  reare. 

And  K>r  what  cause  P  tell  if  thou  have  it  knowne." 

Sayd  then  that  squire;  "  The  lady,  whidi  doth  owne 

Tms  castle,  is  by  name  Briana  hight; 

Then  which  a  prouder  ladr  liveth  none: 

She  long  time  nath  deare  loy'd  a  don^ty  knigbt. 

And  sought  to  win  his  love  by  all  the  meanes  she  might. 

**  His  name  is  Crudor;  who,  through  high  disdune  15 

And  proud  despight  of  his  selfe-pleasing  mynd, 

Befused  hath  to  yeeld  her  lore  againe, 

Untill  a  mantle  she  for  him  doe  fynd. 

With  beards  of  knights  and  locks  oi  ladies  lynd: 

Which  to  provide,  ^e  hath  this  castle  dight^ 

And  therem  hath  a  seneschall  assynd, 

Cald  Malefibrt  a  man  of  mickle  might, 

Who  executes  her  wicked  will  with  worse  despight. 

"He,  this  same  day  as  I  that  way  did  come  X6 

With  a  faire  damzell  my  beloved  deare. 

In  execution  of  her  lawlesse  doome 

Did  set  upon  us  flying  both  for  feare ; 

For  little  bootes  against  him  hand  to  reore: 

Me  first  he  tooke  unhable  to  withsfamd, 

And  whiles  he  her  pursued  eveiy  where, 

Till  his  retume  unto  this  tree  he  bond; 

Ke  wote  I  surely  whether  he  hear  yet  have  fond.* 
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Thus  whiles  the^  spake  they  heard  a  roefoU  shrieke        17 

or  one  loud  crying,  which  th^  streightway  ghest 

That  it  was  she  the  which  for  helpe  did  seeke. 

Tho,  looking  up  unto  the  cry  to  lest, 

They  saw  that  carle  from  farre  with  hand  onblest 

Hayling  that  mayden  by  the  yellow  heore. 

That  aUher  garments  from  her  snowr  brest. 

And  from  her  head  her  lockes  he  niff n  did  teare, 

Ne  would  he  spare  for  pitty,  nor  refiaine  for  feare. 

Which  haynons  sight  when  Calidore  beheld,  18 

Eftsoones  he  looeclthat  squire,  and  so  him  left 

With  hearts  dismay  and  mward  doloor  qneld, 

For  to  pnssue  that  villaine,  which  had  reft 

That  piteons  8fK>ile  by  so  ininrious  theft : 

Whom  overtaking,  loude  to  him  he  oryde ; 

"  Leave,  faytor,  qoick^  that  misgotten  weft 

To  him  that  hath  it  better  iostifyde. 

And  tome  thee  soone  to  him  of  whom  thoa  art  defyde. 

Who,  hearkning  to  that  voice,  himselfe  npreard,  19 

And,  seeing  him  so  fiercely  towardes  make, 

Agamst  him  stoutly  ran,  as  nonght  afeard. 

But  rather  more  enrag'd  for  those  words  sake; 

And  with  steme  count*naunce  thus  unto  him  spake; 

*'  Art  thou  the  caytive  that  defyest  me. 

And  for  Hub  mayd,  whose  party  thou  doest  take, 

Wilt  ffive  thy  beard,  though  it  but  little  bee? 

Yet  shall  it  not  her  lockes  for  raunsome  fro  me  free." 

With  that  he  fiercely  at  him  flew,  and  layd  20 

On  ludeous  strokes  with  most  importune  mlg^t. 

That  oft  he  made  him  stagffer  as  unstayd. 

And  oft  recuile  to  shunne  his  sharpe  despight: 

But  Calidore,  that  was  well  skild  in  fight. 

Him  long  forbore,  and  still  his  spirite  spar'd, 

I^g  in  waite  how  him  he  damadge  might: 

But  when  he  felt  him  shiinke,  and  come  to  ward. 

He  greater  grew,  and  gan  to  drive  at  him  more  hard. 

like  as  a  water-streame,  whose  swelling  sourse  91 

Shall  drive  a  mill,  within  strong  bancks  is  pent, 
And  long  restrayned  of  his  ready  course; 
So  soone  as  passage  is  unto  him  lent, 
Breakes  forth,  and  makes  his  way  more  violent; 
Such  was  the  furv  of  Sir  Calidore: 
When  once  he  fdt  his  foe-man  to  relent, 
He  fiercely  him  pursu'd,  and  pressed  sore; 
Who  a^  he  still  dacayd,  so  he  enoreased  mon. 
vu  2 
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The  lieayy  burden  of  whose  dreadfoll  might  89 

Whenas  the  carle  no  longer  could  sustaine. 

His  heart  gan  faint,  and  streight  he  tooke  his  flight 

Toward  the  castle,  where,  if  need  constraine, 

His  hope  of  refuge  used  to  remaine: 

Whom  Calidore  perceiying  fast  to  flie, 

He  him  pursu*d  and  chaced  through  the  plaine. 

That  he  lor  dread  of  death  ^^an  loude  to  crie 

Unto  the  ward  to  open  to  him  hastilie. 

They,  from  the  wall  him  seeing  so  aghast,  23 

The  cate  soone  opened  to  receive  him  in; 

But  Calidore  did  follow  him  so  fast, 

That  even  in  th :;  nordi  he  him  did  win. 

And  clefb  his  Leaa  asunder  to  his  chin: 

The  carkasse  tumbling  downe  within  the  doro 

Did  choke  the  entraunce  with  a  lumpe  of  sin. 

That  it  could  not  be  shut;  whilest  Calidore 

Did  .enter  in,  and  slew  the  porter  on  the  flore. 

With  that  the  rest  the  which  the  castle  kept  24 

About  him  flock t,  and  hard  at  him  did  lay; 

But  he  them  all  from  him  fiiU  Ughtlj  swept, 

As  doth  a  steare,  in  heat  of  sommers  day, 

With  his  long  taile  the  bryzes  brush  away. 

Thence  passinfi:  forth  into  the  hall  he  came. 

Where  of  the  lady  selfe  in  sad  dismay 

He  was  ymett,  who  with  uncomely  shame 

Gan  him  salute,  and  fowle  upbrayd  with  faulty  blame: 

"  False  traytor  knight,"  said  she,  "  no  knight  at  all,         25 

But  scome  of  armes!  that  hast  with  guilty  hand 

Murdered  my  men,  and  slaine  my  senescnall; 

Now  comest  thou  to  rob  my  house  unmand. 

And  spoile  myselfe,  Uiat  cannot  thee  withstand? 

Tet  doubt  thou  not,  but  that  some  better  knight 

Then  thou,  that  shall  thy  treason  understand. 

Will  it  avenge,  and  pay  thee  with  thy  right: 

And  if  jione  do,  yet  shame  shall  thee  with  shame  requight.'* 

Much  was  the  knight  abashed  at  that  word ;  26 

Yet  answer'd  thus;  "  Not  unto  me  the  shame. 

But  to  the  shamerall  doer  it  aflbrd. 

Bloud  is  no  blemish;  for  it  is  no  blame 

To  punish  '^hose  that  doe  deserve  the  same; 

But  they  th<it  breake  bands  of  civilitie. 

And  wicked  customes  make,  those  doe  defiune 

Both  noble  annes  and  gentle  curtede: 

Ko  greater  shame  to  man  then  inhomanitie. 
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"  Then  doe  yooiselfe,  for  dread  of  shame  forgoe,  27 

This  erill  manner  which  ye  here  maintaine. 

And  doe  instead  thereof  mild  onrt'sie  showe 

To  all  that  passe:  that  shall  you  glory  gaine 

More  then  his  lore,  which  thos  ye  seeke  t'obtaine." 

Wherewith  all  full  of  wrath  she  thus  replyde; 

"  Vile  recreant!  know  that  I  doe  madi  disdaine 

^^Y  ooorteoos  lore,  that  doest  my  lore  deride. 

Who  soomes  thy  ydie  scofife,  and  bids  thee  be  defyde." 

"  To  take  defiaunoe  at  a  ladies  word,"  28* 

S,aoth  he,  "  I  hold  it  no  indignity  | 
at  were  he  here,  that  would  it  with  his  sword 
Abett.  perhaps  he  mote  it  deare  aby.'* 
*•  Cowherd,"  quoth  she,  "  were  not  that  thou  wouldst  fly 
Ere  he  doe  come,  he  should  be  soone  in  place." 
"  If  I  doe  so,"  sayd  he.  "  then  Hberly 
I  leare  to  you  for  i^e  me  to  disgrace 
With  all  those  shames,  that  erst  ye  spake  me  to  deface." 

With  that  a  dwarfe  she  cald  to  her  in  hast,  29 

And  taking  from  her  hand  a  ring  of  gould 

(A  priry  token  which  betweene  them  past) 

Bad  him  to  flie  with  all  Hhe  speed  he  could 

To  Grudor;  and  desire  him  that  he  would 

Vouchsafe  to  reskue  her  against  a  knight. 

Who  through  strong  powre  had  now  herself  in  hould, 

Harinff  late  slaine  her  seneschaU  in  fight. 

And  au  her  people  murdred  with  outragions  might: 

The  dwarfe  his  wa^  did  hast,  and  went  all  night:  dO^ 

Bat  Calidore  did  with  her  there  abyde 

The  comminff  of  that  so  much  threatned  kniffht; 

Where  that  discourteous  dame  with  scomf uU  pryde 

And  fowle  entreaty  him  indignifyde. 

That  3rron  heart  it  hardly  could  sustaine: 

Yet  he,  that  could  his  wrath  full  wisely  guyde. 

Did  well  endure  her  womanish  disdaine. 

And  did  himselfe  from  fraile  impatience  refrain* . 

The  morrow  next,  before  the  lampe  of  light  8 

Abore  the  earth  upreard  his  flammg  head. 

The  dwarfe,  which  bore  that  message  to  her  knight^ 

Brought  aunswere  backe,  that  ere  he  tasted  bread 

He  would  her  succour,  and  alire  or  dead 

Her  foe  delirer  up  into  her  hand: 

Therefore  he  wU'd  her  doe  away  all  dread ; 

And,  that  of  him  she  mote  assured  stand. 

He  sent  to  her  his  basenet  as  a  faithfull  band* 
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Thereof  fuUblyth  the  lady  streiffht  became,  89 

And  gan  t'  augment  her  bittemesae  mnch  more: 

Yet  no  whit  more  appalled  for  the  same, 

Ke  ought  dismayed  was  Sir  Calidore ; 

Bnt  rather  did  more  chearefiill  seeme  therefore: 

And,  haying  soone  his  armea  abont  him  dight, 

Did  issue  forth  to  meete  his  foe  afore ; 

Where  long  he  stayed  not,  whenaa  a  knight 

He  spide  come  pricking  on  with  all  hia  powre  and  might 

Well  weend  he  streicht  that  he  should  be  the  same         33 

Which  tooke  in  hand  her  qnarrell  to  maintaine, 

Ne  atayd  to  aske  if  it  were  he  by  name, 

But  ooucht  his  speare,  and  ran  at  him  amaine. 

Thev  bene  ymett  in  middeat  of  the  plaine 

With  80  fell  fury  and  despiteous  forse, 

That  neither  could  the  others  stroke  sustaine, 

But  rudely  rowld  to  ground  both  man  and  horse. 

Neither  of  other  taking  pitty  nor  remone. 

But  Calidore  uprose  againe  full  light,  34 

Whiles  yet  his  foe  lay  fast  in  sencelease  sound ; 

Yet  would  he  not  him  hurt  although  he  might: 

For  shame  he  weend  a  sleeping  wight  to  wound. 

But  when  Briana  saw  that  drery  stound. 

There  where  she  stood  uppon  the  castle  wall. 

She  deem'd  him  sure  to  haye  bene  dead  on  ground. 

And  made  such  piteous  mourning  therewithal], 

That  from  the  battlements  she  r^uly  seem'd  to  fall. 

Nathlesse  at  length  himselfe  he  did  upreare  85 

In  lustlesse  wise ;  as  if  against  his  will, 

Ere  he  had  slept  his  fill,  he  wakened  were. 

And  gan  to  stretch  his  limbs ;  which  feeUng  ill 

Of  his  late  fall,  awhile  he  rested  still : 

But,  when  he  saw  his  foe  before  in  yew. 

He  shooke  off  luskishnesse ;  and,  courage  chill 

Kindling  afresh,  gan  battel!  to  renew. 

To  prove  if  better  foote  then  horsebacke  would  ensew. 

Hiere  then  began  a  fearefhll  cmell  fray  36 

Betwixt  them  two  for  maystery  of  might: 

For  both  were  wondrous  practicke  in  that  play. 

And  passing  well  ex|)ert  in  siDglo  figrht. 

And  both  inflam'd  with  furious  deepight ; 

Which  as  it  still  encreast,  so  still  increast 

Their  cruell  strokes  and  terrible  affright ; 

Ne  once  for  ruth  their  rigour  they  releast, 

Ne  once  to  breath  awhile  their  angers  tempest  ceaat 
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Thus  long  they  trac'd  and  traverst  to  and  fro,  37 

And  tryoe  all  waies  how  each  mote  entrance  make 

Into  the  life  of  his  malignant  foe ; 

They  hew*d  their  helmes,  and  plates  asnnder  brake, 

As  tney  had  potshares  bene ;  for  nought  mote  slake 

Their  greedy  vengeaunces  but  goary  blood; 

That  at  the  last  like  to  a  purple  lake 

Of  bloudy  gore  con^eal'd  about  them  stood. 

Which  from  their  riven  sides  forth  gushed  like  a  flood. 

At  length  it  chaunst  that  both  their  hands  on  hie  38 

At  once  did  heare  with  all  their  powre  and  might, 

Thinking  the  utmost  of  their  force  to  trie. 

And  prove  the  finall  fortune  of  the  fight ; 

But  Calidore,  that  was  more  quicke  of  sight 

And  nimbler-handed  then  his  enemie, 

Prevented  him  before  his  stroke  coidd  light, 

And  on  the  helmet  smote  him  formerUe, 

That  made  him  stoupe  to  ground  with  meeke  humilitie : 

And,  ere  he  could  recover  foote  againe,  39 

He  following  that  faire  advantage  fast 

His  stroke  redoubled  with  such  might  and  maine, 

That  him  upon  the  ground  he  groveling  cast ; 

And  leaping  to  him  light  would  have  unlast 

His  helme,  to  make  unto  his  vengeance  way : 

Who,  seeing  in  what  daunger  he  was  plast, 

Cryde  out ;  "  Ah  mercie,  su* !  doe  me  not  slay. 

But  save  my  life,  which  lot  before  your  foot  aoth  lay." 

With  that  his  mortaU  hand  awhile  he  stayd ;  40 

And.  having  somewhat  calm'd  his  wrathfuU  heat 

Wim  goodly  patience,  thus  he  to  him  sayd ; 

"And  IS  the  boast  of  that  proud  ladies  threat. 

That  menaced  me  from  the  field  to  beat. 

Now  brought  to  this  ?  By  this  now  may  ye  leame 

Strangers  no  more  so  rudely  to  entreat : 

But  put  away  proud  looke  and  usage  sterne. 

The  which  shai  nought  to  you  but  foule  dishonor  yeame. 

**  For  nothing  is  more  blamefrdl  to  a  knight,  41 

That  court'sie  doth  as  well  as  armes  protesse. 

However  strong  and  fortunate  in  fight. 

Then  the  reprodli  of  pride  and  cruelnesse : 

In  vaine  he  seeketh  others  to  suppresse, 

Who  hath  not  leamd  himselfe  first  to  subdew  s 

All  flesh  is  frayle  and  full  of  fioklenesse, 

Subieet  to  fortunes  chance,  still  chaunging  new; 

What  haps  to  day  to  me  to  morrow  may  to  you. 
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•'  Wlio  will  not  mercie  unto  others  shew,  4BM 

How  can  he  mercy  ever  ho^e  to  haveP 

To  paj  each  with  nis  owne  is  right  and  dew : 

Yet  since  ye  mercie  now  doe  need  to  crare, 

I  will  it  grannt,  yonr  hopelesse  life  to  save. 

With  these  conditions  which  I  will  propound: 

First,  that  ye  better  shall  vourselfe  oehaye 

Unto  all  errant  knights,  whereso  on  ground ; 

Next,  that  ye  ladies  ayde  in  every  stead  and  stound.** 

The  wretched  man,  that  all  this  while  did  dwell  48 

In  dread  of  death,  his  heasts  did  gladly  heare. 

And  promist  to  performe  his  precept  well. 

And  whatsoerer  else  he  would  requere. 

So,  sufi&ing  him  to  rise,  he  made  him  sweare 

By  his  owne  sword,  and  by  the  crosse  thereon. 

To  take  Briana  for  his  lovmg  fere 

TVlthouten  dowre  or  composition : 

But  to  release  his  former  foule  condition. 

All  which  accepting,  and  with  faithfull  oth  4i 

Bynding  himselfe  most  firmely  to  obay. 

He  up  arose,  however  liefe  or  loth. 

And  swore  to  him  true  fealtie  for  aye. 

Then  forth  he  cald  firom  sorrowfxdl  dismay 

The  sad  Briana  which  all  this  beheld ; 

Who  comming  forth  yet  full  of  late  affiray 

Sir  Calidore  upcheard,  and  to  her  teld 

All  this  accord  to  which  he  Crudor  had  compeld. 

Whereof  she  now  more  j^lad  than  soiy  earst,  45 

All  overcome  with  infimte  affect 

For  his  exceeding  courtesie,  that  pearst 

Her  stubbome  hart  with  inward  aeepe  effects 

Before  his  feet  herselfe  she  did  proiect ; 

And  him  adoring  as  her  lives  deare  lord. 

With  all  due  thankes  and  dutifull  respect, 

Herselfe  acknowledg'd  bound  for  that  accord. 

By  which  he  had  to  ner  both  life  and  love  restord. 

So  all  returning  to  the  castle  glad,  40 

Most  ioyfully  she  them  did  entertaine ; 

Where  goodly  glee  and  feast  to  them  me  made. 

To  shew  her  thankefull  mind  and  meaning  faine. 

By  all  the  meanes  she  mote  it  best  explfline 

Aiid,  after  all,  unto  Sir  Calidore 

She  freely  gave  that  castle  for  his  paine. 

And  herselfe  bound  to  him  for  evermore : 

So  wondrously  now  chaung*d  firom  that  she  was  afore* 
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Bat  CaHdore  liimselfe  would  not  retaine  47 

Nor  land  nor  fee  for  hyre  of  his  good  deede, 

Bat  gave  them  streight  anto  that  sqaire  againe. 

Whom  from  her  seneschall  he  lately  freed. 

And  to  his  damzell,  as  their  rightrall  meed 

For  recompence  of  all  their  former  wrong : 

There  he  remaind  with  them  right  well  agreed. 

Till  of  his  woands  he  wexed  hole  and  strong ; 

And  then  to  his  first  quest  he  passed  forth  along. 


CANTO  n. 

Calidore  sees  yoimg  Triitram  slay 

A  proad  diaooorteoos  knight: 
He  makes  him  •qaire.  and  of  him  leames 

Hit  itate  and  present  plight. 

Wars  yertoe  is  so  fitting  for  a  knight,  1 

Or  for  a  ladie  whom  a  Imight  should  love. 

As  curtesie ;  to  beare  themselves  aright 

To  all  of  each  degree  as  doth  behove  r 

For  whether  they  be  placed  high  above 

Or  low  beneath,  yet  ought  they  well  to  know 

Their  good ;  that  none  uiem  rightly  may  reprove 

Of  ru&nesse  for  not  yeeldin^  what  they  owe : 

G^reat  skill  it  is  such  duties  tunely  to  bestow. 

Thereto  great  helpe  dame  Nature  selfe  doth  lend :  2 

For  some  so  goodly  gratious  are  by  kind. 

That  every  action  doth  them  much  commend. 

And  in  the  eyes  of  men  great  liking  find ; 

Wldch  others  that  have  greater  skfll  in  mind. 

Though  they  enforce  themselvM,  cannot  attame: 

For  everie  thing,  to  which  one  is  inclin'd. 

Doth  best  become  and  greatest  grace  doth  gaine : 

Yet  praise  likewise  deserve  good  thewes  enforst  with  paine. 

That  well  in  courteous  Calidore  appeares ;  3 

Whose  everie  act  and  deed,  that  he  did  say. 

Was  like  enchantment,  that  through  both  the  eyes 

And  both  the  eares  did  steale  the  nart  away. 

He  now  affaine  is  on  his  former  way 

To  follow  his  first  quest,  whenas  he  spyde 

A  tall  young  man,  Irom  thence  not  farre  away 

Fighting  on  foot,  as  well  he  him  descrvde, 

A^dnst  an  armed  knight  that  did  on  horsebacke  lyde. 
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And  them  beside  a  ladie  faire  he  saw  i 

Standing  alooe  on  foote  in  foule  array ; 

To  whom  himselfe  he  hastily  did  draw 

To  weet  the  cause  of  so  uncomely  firay, 

And  to  depart  them,  if  so  be  he  may : 

But,  ere  he  came  in  place,  that  youth  had  Idld 

That  armed  knight,  that  low  on  ground  he  lay ; 

Which  when  he  saw,  his  hart  was  inly  child 

With  great  amazement,  and  his  thought  with  wonder  filcL 

Him  stedfastly  he  markt,  and  saw  to  bee  i 

A  goodly  youth  of  amiable  grace, 

Yet  but  a  slender  slip,  that  scarse  did  see 

Yet  seventeene  yeares,  but  tall  and  faire  of  face. 

That  sure  he  deem'd  him  borne  of  noble  race :. 

All  in  a  woodmans  iacket  he  was  clad 

Of  Lincolne  greene,  belayd  with  silver  lace ; 

And  on  his  head  an  hood  with  aglets  sprad, 

And  by  his  side  his  hunters  home  he  hisuiging  had. 

Buskins  he  wore  of  costliest  cordwayne,  i 

Finckt  upon  gold,  and  paled  part  per  part, 

As  then  the  guize  wa^  for  eacn  gentle  swayne: 

In  his  right  hand  he  held  a  trembling  dart, 

Whose  fellow  he  before  had  sent  apart ; 

And  in  his  left  he  held  a  sharpe  bore-speare, 

With  which  he  wont  to  launch  the  salvage  hart 

Of  many  a  lyon  and  of  tnany  a  beare. 

That  first  unto  his  hand  in  chase  did  happen  neare. 

Whom  CaUdore  awhile  weU  having  vewed,  7 

At  length  bespake ;  "  what  meanes  this,  gentle  swaino ! 

Why  hath  thy  hand  too  bold  itselfe  embrewed 

In  blood  of  knight,  the  wl.ich  by  thee  is  slaine,  ^ 

By  thee  no  kniffht ;  which  armes  impugneth  plaone !" 

'*  Certes,"  said  he,  "  loth  were  I  to  have  broken 

The  law  of  armes ;  yet  breake  it  should  againe. 

Bather  then  let  myselfe  of  wight  be  stroken. 

So  long  as  these  two  armes  were  able  to  be  wrokon. 

"  For  not  I  him,  as  this  his  ladie  here  i 

May  witnesse  well,  did  ofier  first  to  wrong, 

Ne  surely  thus  unarm'd  I  likely  were ; 

But  he  me  first  through  pride  and  puissance  strong 

Assayld,  not  knowing  what  to  armes  doth  long." 

"  Perdie  great  blame,"  then  said  Sir  Calidore, 

"  For  armed  knight  a  wight  unarm'd  to  wrong : 

But  then  aread,  thou  gentle  chyld,  wherefore 

Betwixt  you  two  began  this  strife  and  steme  uprore. 
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"  That  shall  I  sooth,"  said  he,  "  to  vou  declare.  9 

I,  whose  umyper  veares  are  yet  unfit 

For  thiBg  of  weight  or  worke  of  greater  care, 

Doe  spend  my  dayes  and  bend  my  carelesse  wit 

To  saTva^  chace,  where  I  th  reon  may  hit 

In  all  this  forrest  and  wyld  woodie  rame ; 

Where,  as  this  day  I  was  enraonging  it, 

I  chaunst  to  meete  this  knight  who  there  lyes  slaine. 

Together  with  this  ladie,  passing  on  the  plaine. 

"  The  knight,  as  ye  did  see,  on  horsebacke  was,  10 

And  this  his  ladie,  that  him  ill  became. 

On  her  faire  feet  by  his  horse-side  did  pas 

Through  thicke  and  thin,  unfit  for  any  dame: 

Yet  not  content,  more  to  increase  his  shame, 

Whenso  she  lagged,  as  shee  needs  mote  so. 

He  with  his  speare  (that  was  to  him  great  blame) 

Would  thumi>e  her  forward  and  inforce  to  goe. 

Weeping  to  him  in  vaine  and  making  piteous  woe. 

'*  Which  when  I  saw,  as  they  me  passed  by,  11 

Much  was  I  moved  in  indignant  mind. 

And  gan  to  blame  him  for  such  cnielty 

Towi^ds  a  ladie,  whom  with  usage  kind 

He  rather  should  have  taken  up  behind. 

Wherewith  he  wroth  and  full  of  proud  disdaine 

Tooke  in  foule  scome  that  I  such  fault  did  find». 

And  me  in  lieu  thereof  revil'd  againe, 

Threatning  to  chdstize  me,  aa  doth  t'  a  chyld  pertaine. 

"  Which  I  no  lesse  disdayning,  backe  returned  12 

His  scomefull  taunts  unto  his  teeth  againe. 

That  he  streightway  with  haughtie  ob^ler  burned. 

And  with  his  speare  strooke  me  one  stroke  or  twaine; 

Which  I,  enforst  to  beare  though  to  my  paine. 

Cast  to  requite ;  and  with  a  slender  dart. 

Fellow  of  this  I  beare,  throwne  not  in  yaine, 

Strooke  him,  as  seemeth,  underneath  the  hart, 

That  through  the  wound  his  spirit  shortly^  did  depart." 

Much  did  Sir  Calidore  admyre  his  speaoh  13 

Tempred  so  well,  but  more  admyr'd  the  stroke 

That  through  the  mayles  had  made  so  strong  a  breach 

Into  his  hart,  and  had  so  stemeljr  wroke 

His  wrath  on  him  that  first  occasion  broke. 

Yet  rested  not,  but  further  gan  inquire 

Of  that  same  ladie,  whether  what  he  spoke 

Were  soothly  so,  and  that  th'  unrighteous  ire 

Of  her  owne  knight  had  given  him  his  owne  due  hire. 
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Of  all  which  whenas  she  could  nought  deny,  li 

But  cleajrd  that  stripling  of  th'  imputed  bhune; 

Sayd  then  Sir  Calidore;  "Neither  will  I 

Him  charge  with  guilt,  but  rather  doe  quite  clame : 

For,  what  he  spake,  for  vou  he  spake  it,  dame ; 

And  what  he  did,  he  did  himselfe  to  save: 

Against  both  which  that  knight  wrought  knighUesse  shame: 

For  knights  and  all  men  this  by  nature  have. 

Towards  all  womenkind  them  Kindly  to  behave. 

"But,  sith  that  he  is  gone  irrevocable,  15 

Please  it  you,  ladie,  to  us  to  aread 

What  cause  could  make  him  so  dishonourable 

To  drive  you  so  on  foot,  unfit  to  tread 

And  lackey  by  him,  gainst  all  womanhead." 

"  Certes,  sir  knight,   sayd  she,  "  full  loth  I  were 

To  ra^se  a  lyving  blame  against  the  dead: 

But,  since  it  me  concemes  myselfe  to  dere, 

I  will  the  truth  discover  as  it  chaunst  whylere. 

"  This  day,  as  he  and  I  together  roade  16 

Upon  our  way  to  which  we  weren  bent. 

We  chaunst  to  come  foreby  a  covert  glade 

Within  a  wood,  whereas  a  ladie  gent 

Sate  with  a  knight  in  ioyous  iolliment 

Of  their  iranke  loves,  free  from  all  gealous  spyes : 

Faire  was  the  ladie  sure,  that  mote  content 

An  hart  not  carried  with  too  curious  eyes, 

And  unto  him  did  shew  all  lovely  curtesyes. 

"  Whom  when  mv  knight  did  see  so  lovely  faire,  17 

He  inlj^  gan  her  lover  to  envy. 
And  wish  that  he  part  of  his  spoyle  might  share : 
Whereto  whenas  my  presence  he  did  spy 
To  be  a  let,  he  bad  me  by  and  by 
For  to  alight:  but,  whenas  I  was  loth 
My  loves  owne  part  to  leave  so  suddenly. 
He  with  strong  nand  down  from  his  steed  me  throw'th. 
And  with  presumptuous  powre  against  that  knight  streight 
go'th. 

"  Unarm'd  all  was  the  knight,  as  then  more  meete  18 

For  ladies  service  and  for  loves  delight. 

Then  fearing  any  foeman  tnere  to  meete: 

Whereof  he  taking  oddes,  streight  bids  him  dight 

Himselfe  to  yeeld  nis  love  or  else  to  fight: 

Whereat  the  other  starting  up  dismayo. 

Yet  boldly  answer'd,  as  he  rightly  might, 

To  leave  his  love  he  should  be  ill  apajrd. 

In  which  he  had  good  right  gainst  all  that  it  gainesayd. 
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"Yet  since  he  was  not  presently  in  plight  19 

Her  to  defend,  or  his  to  instifie, 

He  him  requested,  as  he  was  a  knight, 

To  lend  him  dav  his  better  ri^ht  to  trie, 

Or  stay  till  he  his  armes,  whu;h  were  Uiereby, 

Might  lightly  fetch:  but  he  was  fierce  and  whot 

Ne  time  would  give,  nor  any  termes  aby, 

But  at  him  flew,  and  with  ms  speare  him  smot ; 

From  which  to  thinko  to  save  hmiselfe  it  booted  not. 

*'  Mesne  while  his  ladie,  which  this  outrage  saw,  20 

Whilest  they  together  for  the  quarrey  strove, 

Into  the  covert  did  herselfe  withdraw. 

And  closely  hid  herselfe  within  the  grove. 

My  knight  hers  soone,  as  seemes,  to  daunger  drove 

And  left  sore  wounded :  but,  when  her  he  mist, 

He  woxe  halfe  mad*  and  in  that  rage  gan  rove 

And  range  through  all  the  wood,  whereso  he  wist 

She  hidcbn  was,  and  sought  her  so  long  as  him  list. 

"  But,  whenaa  her  he  by  no  meanes  could  find,  2L 

After  long  searoh  and  chauff  he  turned  backe 

Unto  the  place  where  me  he  left  behind : 

Thero  gan  he  me  to  curse  and  ban,  for  lacke 

Of  that  fairo  bootie,  and  with  bitter  wracke 

To  wreake  on  me  the  guilt  of  his  owne  wrong: 

Of  all  which  I  yet  ^lad  to  beare  the  packe 

Strove  to  appease  mm,  and  perswaded  long ; 

But  still  his  passion  grew  more  violent  and  strong. 

"  Then,  as  it  were  t'avenge  his  wrath  on  mee,  22 

When  forward  we  should  fare,  he  flat  refused 

To  take  me  up  (as  this  ^oung  man  did  see) 

Upon  his  steed,  for  no  lust  cause  accused. 

But  forst  to  trot  on  foot,  and  foule  misused, 

Pounching  mo  with  the  butt^nd  of  his  speare. 

In  vaine  complayning  to  be  so  abused ; 

For  he  regarded  neither  playnt  nor  tearo. 

But  more  enforst  my  paine,  the  moro  my  plaints  to  heare. 

**  So  passed  we,  till  this  young  man  us  met ;  23 

And  being  moov'd  with  pittie  of  my  plight 

Spake  as  was  meete,  for  ease  of  my  regret: 

"Whereof  befell  what  now  is  in  your  sight." 

"  Now  sure,"  then  said  Sir  Calidore,  '^and  right 

Meseemes  that  him  befell  by  his  owne  fault: 

"Whoever  thinkes  through  confidence  of  might, 

Or  through  support  of  count'nance  iproud  and  haultj^ 

To  wrong  the  weaker,  oft  falles  in  his  owne  assault 
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Then  turning  backe  unto  that  gentle  boy,  M 

Which  had  himselfe  so  stoutly  well  acquit; 

Seeing  his  face  so  lovely  steme  and  coy, 

And  hearing  th'  answeres  ot  his  pregnant  wit. 

He  praysd  it  much,  and  much  aomyred  it; 

That  sure  he  weend  him  bom  of  noble  blood, 

With  whom  those  graces  did  so  goodly  fit: 

And,  when  he  long  nad  him  behmdiug  stood. 

He  burst  into  these  wordes,  as  to  him  seemed  good; 

"  Faire  gentle  swayne,  and  yet  as  stout  as  fayre,  25 

That  in  these  woods  amongst  the  nrmphs  dost  wonne. 

Which  daily  may  to  thy  sweete  lookes  repaiye. 

As  they  are  wont  unto  Latonaee  sonne 

After  his  chace  on  woodie  Cynthus  donne; 

Well  may  I  certes  such  an  one  thee  read. 

As  by  thy  worth  thou  worthily  hast  wonne. 

Or  surely  borne  of  some  heroicke  sead. 

That  in  thy  face  appeares  and  gratioos  goodly-head. 

"  But,  should  it  not  displease  thee  it  to  tell,  26 

(Unlesse  thou  in  these  woods  thyselfe  conceale 

JPoT  love  amongst  the  woodie  gods  to  dwell,) 

I  would  thyselie  require  thee  to  reveale ; 

For  deare  affection  and  unfayned  zeale 

Which  to  thy  noble  personage  I  beare. 

And  wish  thee  grow  m  worship  and  great  weale: 

For,  since  the  day  that  armes  I  first  did  reare, 

I  never  saw  in  any  greater  hope  appeare." 

To  whom  then  thus  the  noble  youth ;  "  May  be,  27 

Sir  knight,  that,  by  discovering  my  estate, 

Harme  may  arise  unweeting  unto  me : 

Nathelesse,  sith  ye  so  courteous  seemed  late. 

To  you  I  will  not  feare  it  to  relate. 

Then  wote  ve  that  I  am  a  Briton  borne, 

Sonne  of  a  Iting,  (however  thorough  fate 

Or  fortune  I  my  countrie  have  fonone. 

And  lost  the  crowne  which  should  my  head  by  right  adome.) 

"  And  Tristram  is  my  name :  the  onely  heire  88 

Of  good  king  Meliogras  which  did  rayne 
In  Comewaie,  till  that  he  through  lives  despeire 
Untimely  dyde,  before  I  did  attaine 
Bipe  yeares  of  reason,  my  right  te  maintaine : 
After  whose  death  his  brother,  seeing  mee 
An  infant,  weake  a  kingdome  to  sustaine. 
Upon  him  tooke  the  roiall  high  degree. 
And  tent  me,  where  him  list,  instracted  for  to  bee. 
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"  The  widow  qneene  my  mother,  which  then  hight,  29 

Faire  Emiline,  conceiyin^  then  ffreat  feare 

Of  my  fraile  safetie,  restmg  in  the  might 

Of  him  that  did  the  kingly  scepter  b^ire, 

Whose  gealoos  dread  indoring  not  a  peare 

Is  wont  to  cut  off  all  that  doubt  may  nreed; 

Thought  best  awav  me  to  remoTe  somewhere 

Into  some  forrein  land,  whereas  no  need 

Of  dreaded  daunger  might  his  doubtfull  humor  feed. 

**  So,  taking  counsell  of  a  wise  man  red,  ^ 

She  was  by  him  adviz'd  to  send  me  quight 

Out  of  the  countrie  wherein  I  was  bred. 

The  which  the  fertile  lionesse  is  hi^ht. 

Into  the  land  of  Faerie,  where  no  wight 

Should  weet  of  me,  nor  worke  me  any  wrong: 

To  whose  wise  read  she  hearkning  sent  me  streight 

Into  this  land,  where  I  hare  wond  thus  long 

Since  I  was  ten  yeares  old,  now  grown  to  stature  strong. 

"  All  which  mv  daies  I  haye  not  lewdly  spent,  31 

Nor  spilt  the  blossome  of  my  tender  yeares 

In  ydlenesse;  but,  as  was  conyenient, 

Haye  trayned  bene  with  many  noble  feres 

In  gentle  thewes  and  such  like  seemly  lores: 

Mongst  which  my  most  delight  hath  alwaies  been 

To  hunt  the  salyage  chace,  amongst  my  peres. 

Of  all  that  raungeth  in  the  forrest  gnreene. 

Of  which  none  is  to  me  unknowne  that  e'er  was  seene. 

"  Ne  is  there  hauke  which  mantleth  her  on  pearch,  32 

Whether  high  towring  or  acooasting  low, 

But  I  the  measure  of  ner  flight  doe  search, 

And  all  her  prtLy  and  all  her  diet  know: 

Such  be  our  ioyes  which  in  these  forrests  grow: 

Onely  the  use  of  armes,  which  most  I  ioy. 

And  fitteth  most  for  noble  swayne  to  know, 

I  haye  not  tasted  yet ;  yet  past  a  boy, 

And  being  now  high  time  these  strong  ioynts  to  imploy. 

"  Therefore,  good  sir,  sith  now  occasion  fit  33 

Doth  fall,  whose  like  hereafter  seldome  may. 

Let  me  this  craye,  unworthy  though  of  it. 

That  ye  will  make  me  squire  without  delay. 

That  from  henceforth  in  batteilous  array 

I  may  beare  armes.  and  leame  to  use  them  right; 

The  rather,  since  that  fortune  hath  tiiis  day 

Giyen  to  me  the  spoile  of  this  dead  knight. 

These  goodly  gilden  armes  whidi  I  haye  won  in  fight" 
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All  wliioh  when  well  Sir  Calidore  had  heard,   '  31 

Him  much  more  now,  then  earst,  he  gan  admire 

For  the  rare  hope  which  in  his  yeares  appear'd, 

And  thus  replide ;  "  Faire  diyla,  the  b^h  desire 

To  love  of  armes,  which  in  you  doth  aspire, 

I  may  not  certes  without  blame  denie ; 

But  rather  wish  that  some  more  noble  hire 

S Though  none  more  noble  then  is  chevaliie) 
[  had,  you  to  reward  with  greater  dignitie." 

There  him  he  causd  to  kneele,  and  made  to  sweare  85 

Faith  to  his  knight,  and  truth  to  ladies  all. 

And  never  to  be  recreant  for  feare 

Of  perill,  or  of  ought  that  might  befall : 

So  ne  him  dubbed,  and  his  squire  did  call. 

Full  glad  and  ioyous  then  voung  Tristram  grew; 

like  as  a  flowre,  whose  silken  leaves  small 

Long  shut  up  in  the  bud  from  heavens  vew, 

At  length  breaks  forth,  and  brode  displayes  his  smyling  hew. 

Thus  when  they  long  had  treated  to  and  fro,  36 

And  Cididore  betooke  him  to  depart, 

Chyld  Tristram  prayd  that  he  with  him  might  goe 

On  his  adventure,  vowing  not  to  start, 

But  wayt  on  him  in  every  place  and  part: 

Whereat  Sir  Calidore  did  much  delight. 

And  greatly  ioy'd  at  his  so  noble  hart, 

In  hope  he  sure  would  prove  a  douffhtie  knight: 

Yet  for  the  time  this  answere  he  to  nim  behight; 

"  Glad  would  I  surely  be,  thou  courteous  squire,  87 

To  have  thy  presence  in  my  present  quest, 

That  mote  thy  kindled  courage  set  on  fire. 

And  flame  forth  honour  in  thy  noble  brest: 

But  I  am  bound  by  vow,  which  I  profest 

To  my  dread  soveraine,  when  I  it  assayd. 

That  m  atchievement  of  her  high  behest 

I  should  no  creature  ioyne  unto  mine  ayde ; 

Forthy  I  may  not  graunt  that  ye  so  greatly  prayde. 

"  But  since  this  ladie  is  all  desolate,  8S 

And  needeth  safe^ard  now  upon  her  way. 

Ye  may  doe  well  m  this  her  needfull  state 

To  succour  her  from  daunger  of  dismay, 

That  thank  full  guerdon  may  to  you  repay.** 

The  noble  ympe,  of  such  new  service  fayne. 

It  gladly  did  accept,  as  he  did  say : 

So  taking  courteous  leave  they  parted  twajme; 

And  Cahdore  forth  passed  to  his  former  pajne. 
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But  TriBtram,  then  desDoylinp^  that  dead  knight  39 

Of  all  those  goodly  implements  of  prayse, 

Long  fed  his  greedie  eyes  with  the  fayre  sight 

Of  the  bright  mettall  shrning  like  sunne  rayes, 

Handling  and  turning  them  a  thousand  wayes ; 

And,  after  having  them  upon  him  dight, 

He  tooke  that  ladie,  and  her  up  did  rayse 

Upon  the  steed  of  her  owne  late  dead  knight : 

So  with  her  marched  forth,  as  she  did  him  behight. 

There  to  their  fortune  leave  we  them  awhile,  40 

And  tume  we  backe  to  good  Sir  Calidore; 

Who,  ere  he  thence  haatraveild  many  a  mile, 

Came  to  the  place  whereas  ye  heard  afore 

This  knight,  whom  Tristram  slew,  had  wounded  sore 

Another  knight  in  his  despiteous  pryde; 

There  he  that  knight  found  lying  on  the  flore 

With  many  wounds  full  perilous  and  wyde, 

That  all  hu  garments  and  the  grasse  in  yermeill  dyde : 

And  there  beside  him  sate  upon  the  ^und  41 

His  wofull  ladie,  piteously  complayning 

With  loud  laments  that  most  unluckie  stound. 

And  her  sad  selfe  with  oarefull  hand  constrajrning 

To  wype  his  wounds,  and  ease  their  bitter  payning. 

Which  sorie  sight  when  Calidore  did  vew. 

With  heavie  eyne  from  teares  uneath  refi^yning, 

His  mightie  hart  their  moumefull  case  can  rew, 

And  for  their  better  comfort  to  them  nigher  drew. 

Then,  speaking  to  the  ladie,  thus  he  said ;  42 

"  Ye  dolefull  dame,  let  not  your  griefe  empeaoh 

To  tell  what  cruell  hand  hath  thus  aravd 

This  knight  imarm'd  with  so  unknightJy  breach 

Of  armes,  that,  if  I  yet  him  nigh  may  reach 

I  may  avenge  him  of  so  foule  despight." 

The  ladie,  hearing  his  so  courteous  speach. 

Gran  reare  her  eyes  as  to  the  chearefull  light, 

And  from  her  sory  hart  few  heavie  words  forth  sigh't, 

In  which  she  shew'd,  how  that  discourteous  knight         43 

Whom  Tristram  slew,  them  in  that  shadow  found 

loying  together  in  xmblam'd  delight ; 

And  him  unarmed,  as  now  he  lay  on  ground, 

Charg'd  with  his  speare,  and  mortally  did  wound, 

Withouten  cause,  but  onely  her  to  reave 

From  him,  to  whom  she  was  for  ever  bound : 

Yet,  when  she  fled  into  that  covert  greave. 

He,  her  not  finding,  both  them  thus  nigh  dead  did  leave. 

X  X 
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When  Calidore  thiB  ruefoll  storie  had  4A 

Well  understood,  he  gan  of  her  demand. 

What  manner  wight  fie  was,  and  how  yclad. 

Which  had  this  outrage  wrought  with  wick^  hand. 

She  then,  like  as  she  best  could  understand, 

Him  thus  describ'd,  to  be  of  stature  large. 

Clad  all  in  gilden  armes,  with  azure  band 

Quartred  auwart,  and  bearing  in  his  targe 

A  ladie  on  rough  waves  row'a  in  a  sommer  barge. 

Then  gan  Sir  Calidore  to  ghesse  streiffhtway,  45 

Bv  many  signes  which  she  described  had. 

That  this  waa  he  whom  Tristram  earst  did  slay. 

And  to  her  said :  "  Dame,  be  no  longer  sad; 

For  he,  that  hath  your  knight  so  ill  bestad, 

Is  now  himselfe  in  much  more  wretched  plight ; 

These  eyes  him  saw  upon  the  cold  earth  sprad, 

The  meede  of  his  desert  for  that  despight. 

Which  to  yourselfe  he  wrought  and  to  your  loved  knight. 

"Therefore,  faire  ladie,  lay  aside  this  griefe,  46 

Which  ye  have  gathered  to  your  gentle  hart 

For  that  displeasure ;  and  thinke  what  reliefe 

Were  best  dfevise  for  this  your  lovers  smart : 

And  how  ye  may  him  hence,  and  to  what  part, 

Convay  to  be  recur'd."    She  thankt  him  deare, 

Both  for  that  newes  he  did  to  her  impart. 

And  for  the  courteous  care  which  he  did  beare 

Both  to  her  love  and  to  herselfe  in  that  sad  dreare. 

Yet  could  she  not  devise  by  any  wit,  47 

How  thence  she  might  convay  him  to  some  place; 

For  him  to  trouble  she  it  thought  unfit. 

That  was  a  straunger  to  her  wretehed  case : 

And  him  to  beare,  she  thought  it  thing  too  base 

Which  whenas  he  perceiv'd  ne  thus  bespake ; 

"  Faire  lady,  let  it  not  you  seeme  disffrace 

To  beare  thiis  burden  on  your  dainty  oacke ; 

J^selfe  will  beare  a  part,  ooportion  of  your  packe."* 

So  off  he  did  his  shield,  and  downewardlayd  48 

Upon  the  ^und,  like  to  an  hollow  beare; 

And  powrmg  balme,  which  he  had  long  purvayd. 

Into  his  wounds,  him  up  thereon  did  reare^ 

And  twixt  them  both  with  parted  paines  did  beare, 

Twixt  life  and  death,  not  knowing  what  was  donne : 

Thence  they  him  carried  to  a  castle  neare, 

£n  which  a  worthy  auncient  knight  did  wonne : 

Whore  what  ensu'd  shall  in  next  canto  be  begonne. 
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••  And  twixt  tbem  botb.  with  parted  painei.  did  beare. 
'Twizt  lifa  and  death*  not  knowing  what  was  donnc. 
TbfBce  they  him  earriad  to  a  cattle  neare." 

Book  VI.  Canto  XI.  Ver.  48. 
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CANTO  HL 


Calidore  brings  Priscilla  home; 

Poraues  the  blatant  beast ; 
Sares  Serena,  wbilest  Calepine 

By  Turpine  is  opprest. 

Tbub  is,  that  whilome  that  ^ood  pK>et  sayd, 

The  gentle  minde  by  gentle  deeds  is  knowne : 

"For  a  man  by  nothijig  is  so  well  bewrayd 

As  by  his  manners ;  m  which  plaine  is  showne 

Of  what  degree  and  what  race  he  is  growne : 

For  eeldome  seene  a  trotting  stalion  get 

An  ambling  colt,  that  is  his  proper  owne : 

So  seldome  seene  that  one  in  basenesse  set 

Doth  noble  courage  shew  with  curteous  manners  met 

But  evermore  contr&nr  hath  bene  tryde, 
That  ffentle  bloud  will  gentle  manners  breed; 
As  well  may  be  in  Calidore  descryde, 
By  late  ensample  of  that  courteous  deed 
Done  to  that  wounded  knight  in  his  ^eat  need, 
Whom  on  his  backe  he  bore,  till  he  mm  brought 
Unto  the  castle  where  they  had  decreed : 
There  of  the  knight,  the  which  that  castle  ought. 
To  make  abode  that  night  he  greatly  was  besought, 

He  was  to  weete  a  man  of  full  ripe  yeares. 
That  in  his  youth  had  beene  of  mickle  might. 
And  borne  great  sway  in  armes  among  his  peares ! 
But  now  weake  age  had  dimd  his  candlelight : 
Yet  was  he  courteous  still  to  every  wight, 
And  loved  all  that  did  to  armes  incline ; 
And  was  the  father  of  that  wounded  knight. 
Whom  Calidore  thus  carried  on  his  chine ; 
And  Aldus  was  his  name ;  and  his  sonnes,  Aladine. 

Who  when  he  saw  his  sonne  so  ill  bedight 
With  bleeding  wounds,  brought  home  upon  a  bcare 
By  a  faire  lady  and  a  straunger  knight. 
Was  inly  touched  with  compassion  deare, 
And  deare  affection  of  so  dolefull  dreare, 
.    That  he  these  words  burst  forth;  "  Ah !  sory  boy ! 
Is  this  the  hope  that  to  iny  hoary  heare 
Thou  brings  ?  aie  me !  is  tnis  the  timely  ioy, 
Which  I  expected  long,  now  tumd  to  sad  annoy  P 
X  X  2 
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"  Such  is  the  weakenesse  of  all  mortall  hope,  S 

So  tickle  is  the  state  of  earthly  things ; 

That,  ere  they  come  unto  their  aymed  scope, 

Thev  fall  too  short  of  our  fraile  reckonings. 

And  brine  us  bale  and  bitter  sorrowings, 

Instead  of  comfort  which  we  should  embrace : 

This  is  the  state  of  keasars  and  of  kings ! 

Let  none  therefore,  that  is  in  meaner  place, 

Too  greatly  grieve  at  any  his  unlucky  case ;" 

So  well  and  wisely  did  that  good  old  knight  6 

Temper  his  griefe,  and  turned  it  to  cheare. 

To  cneare  his  ^csts  whom  he  had  stayd  that  night, 

And  make  their  welcome  to  them  well  appeare : 

That  to  Sir  Calidore  was  easie  geare; 

But  that  faire  lady  would  be  cheard  for  nought, 

But  sigh'd  and  sorrow*d  for  her  lover  deare, 

And  inly  did  afflict  her  pensive  thought 

With  thinking  to  what  case  her  name  mould  now  be  brought. 

For  she  was  daughter  to  a  noble  lord  J 

Which  dwelt  thereby,  who  sought  her  to  afl^^ 

To  a  great  pere ;  but  she  did  disaccord, 

Ne  cou'd  her  liking  to  his  love  apply. 

But  lov'd  this  fresh  young  knight  who  dwelt  her  ny. 

The  lusty  Aladine,  thouffh  meaner  borne 

And  of  less  e  livelood  ana  hab  lity. 

Yet  full  of  valour  the  which  did  adome 

His  meanesse  much,  tnd  make  her  th'  others  riches  soome. 

So,  having  both  found  fit  occasion,  8 

They  met  together  in  that  luckelesse  glade ; 

Wliere  that  proud  knight  in  his  presumption 

The  gentle  Aladine  did  earst  invade. 

Being  unarm'd  and  set  in  s  cret  shade. 

Whereof  she  now  bethinking,  gan  t*  advize 

How  great  a  hazard  she  at  earst  had  made 

Of  her  good  fame  j  and  further  gan  deviz  ^ 

How  she  the  blame  might  salve  with  coloured  disguize. 

But  Calidore  with  all  good  courtesie  9 

Fain'd  her  to  frolicke,  {ind  to  put  away 

The  pen^ive  fit  of  her  meldncholie ; 

And  that  old  knight  by  all  meanes  did  aaaay 

To  make  them  both  as  merry  as  he  may. 

So  they  the  evening  pa«t  till  time  of  rest ; 

When  CaUdore  in  seemly  pood  array 

Unto  his  bowre  was  brought,  and  there  undrest 

Did  sleepe  all  night  through  weary  travell  of  his  guest. 
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But  faire  Priscilla  (so  that  lady  biffht)  10 

Would  to  no  bed,  nor  take  no  kinaely  sleepe, 

But  by  her  wounded  love  did  watch  all  night, 

And  all  the  night  for  bitter  anguish  weepe, 

And  with  her  tearvS his  wouncfi  did  wash  and  steepe, 

So  well  she  washt  them,  and  so  well  she  watcht  him, 

That  of  the  deadly  swound,  in  which  full  deepe 

He  drenched  was,  she  at  the  length  dispatcht  him, 

Aad  drova  away  the  stound  which  mortally  attackt  him. 

The  morrow  next,  when  day  gan  to  uplooke,  II 

He  also  gan  uplooke  with  orery  eye, 

Like  one  that  out  of  deadly  dreame  nwooke  t 

Where  when  he  saw  his  faira  Priscilla  by. 

He  deepely  siffh*d,  and  groaned  inwardly. 

To  thinke  of  this  ill  state  in  which  she  stood ; 

To  wh  ch  she  for  his  sake  had  weetingly 

Now  brought  herselfe,  and  blam'd  her  noble  blood : 

For  first,  next  af cer  life,  he  tendered  her  good. 

Which  she  perceiving  did  with  plenteous  teares  12 

His  care  more  then  her  owne  compassionate, 

Forge  (full  of  her  owne  to  minde  his  feares : 

So  both  conspiring  gan  to  intimate 

Each  others  griefe  with  zeale  affectionate, 

And  twixt  them  twaine  with  equall  care  to  cast 

How  to  save  whole  her  hazarded  estate  j 

For  which  the  onely  helpe  now  lefc  them  last 

Seem'd  to  be  Calidore:  all  ot  ler  helpes  were  past. 

Him  they  did  deeme,  as  sure  to  them  he  seemed,  13 

A  courteous  knight  and  full  of  faithful!  trust ; 
Therefore  to  him  their  cause  they  best  esteemed 
Whole  to  commit,  and  to  his  dealing  lust. 
Earely,  so  soone  as  Titins  beames  ^rth  brust 
Through  the  thicke  clouds,  in  which  they  steeped  lay 
All  night  in  dirknesse,  duld  with  yron  rust, 
Cahdore  rising  up  as  fresh  as  day 
Gan  freshly  lum  addresse  unto  ms  former  way. 

But  first  him  seemed  fit  that  wounded  knight  IS 

To  visite,  after  this  nights  periUous  passe ; 

And  to  salute  him  if  he  were  in  plight, 

And  eke  that  lady  his  faire  lovely  lasse. 

There  he  him  found  much  better  then  he  was. 

And  moved  speach  to  him  of  things  of  course. 

The  anguish  of  his  paine  to  over-passe; 

Mongst  which  he  namely  did  to  idm  discourse 

Of  former  dales  mishap,  hia  sorrowes  wicked  sonrse 
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Of  which  occaflion  Aldine  taking  hold  15 

Gan  breake  to  him  the  fortunes  of  his  lore^ 

And  all  his  disadyentores  to  unfold ; 

That  Calidore  it  nearly  deepe  did  move 

In  th'  end,  his  kyndly  courtesie  to  prove ; 

He  him  by  all  the  bands  of  love  besought, 

And  as  it  mote  a  faithfull  friend  behove, 

To  safe-conduct  his  love,  and  not  for  ought 

To  leave,  till  to  her  fathers  house  he  had  her  brought. 

Sir  Calidore  his  faith  thereto  did  plight  16 

It  to  performe :  so  after  little  stay. 

That  she  herselfe  had  to  the  ioumey  dight. 

He  passed  forth  with  her  in  faire  array. 

Fearlesse  who  ought  did  thinke  or  ought  did  say, 

Sith  his  own  thought  he  knew  most  cleare  from  wite. 

So,  as  they  past  together  on  their  way. 

He  gan  devize  this  counter-cast  of  slight. 

To  give  faire  colour  to  that  ladies  cause  in  sight. 

Streight  to  the  carkasse  of  that  knight  he  went,  17 

(The  cause  of  all  this  evill,  who  was  shdne 

Tlie  day  before  by  iust  avengement 

Of  noble  Tristram,)  where  it  did  remaine; 

There  h  ^  the  necke  thereof  did  cut  in  twaine. 

And  tooke  with  him  the  head,  the  signe  of  shame. 

So  forth  he  passed  thorough  that  daies  paine. 

Till  to  that  ladies  fathers  house  he  came : 

Most  pensive  man,  through  feare  what  or  his  childe  became. 

There  he  arriving  boldly  did  present  18 

The  fearefull  lady  to  her  father  deare, 

!Most  pe  feet  pure,  and  guiltless  innocent 

Of  blame,  as  he  did  on  his  knighthood  sweare. 

Since  first  he  saw  her,  and  did  free  from  feare 

Of  a  discourteous  kni«ht,  who  her  had  reft 

And  by  outragious  force  away  did  beare : 

Witness  thereof  he  shew'd  his  head  there  left;, 

And  wretched  life  forlome  for  vengement  of  his  theft. 

Most  ioyfull  man  her  sire  was,  her  to  see,  19 

And  hear  th'  adventure  of  her  late  mischaunce; 

And  thousand  thankes  to  Calidore  for  fee 

Of  his  large  paines  in  her  deUveraunce 

Did  yeeld ;  ne  lesse  the  lady  did  advaunce* 

Thus  having  her  restored  trustily. 

As  he  had  vow'd,  some  small  continuance 

He  there  did  make,  and  then  most  carefully 

Unto  his  first  exploite  he  did  himselfe  apply. 
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So,  as  he  was  puraainff  of  his  quest,  20 

He  chaunst  to  come  whereas  a  ioUj  knight 

In  covert  shade  himselfe  did  safely  rest, 

To  solace  with  his  lady  in  delight : 

His  warlike  armes  he  had  from  him  undight: 

For  that  himselfe  he  thought  from  daunger  rree. 

And  far  from  envious  eves  that  mote  him  spight : 

And  eke  the  lady  was  Aill  faire  to  see, 

And  courteous  withall,  becomming  her  degree. 

To  whom  Sir  Calidore  approaching  nje,  21 

Ere  they  were  well  aware  of  living  wight. 

Them  much  abasht.  but  more  himselfe  thereby, 

That  he  so  rudely  did  uppon  them  light, 

And  troubled  hail  their  quiet  loves  delight : 

Yet  since  it  was  his  fortune,  not  his  famt, 

Himselfe  thereof  he  labour'd  to  acquite. 

And  pardon  crav'd  for  his  so  rash  default. 

That  he  gainst  courtesie  so  fowly  did  default. 

With  which  his  gentle  words  and  goodly  wit  22 

He  soone  aUayd  that  knights  conceiv*d  displeasure. 

That  he  besought  him  downe  by  him  to  sit. 

That  they  mote  treat  of  things  abrode  at  laasure 

And  of  adventures,  which  h^  in  his  measure 

Of  so  long  waies  to  him  befiedlen  late. 

So  downe  ne  sate,  and  with  delightfoll  pleasure 

His  long  adventures  gan  to  him  relate 

Which  he  endured  had  through  daungerous  debate . 

Of  which  whilest  they  discoursed  both  together,  23 

The  faire  Serena  (so  his  lady  bight) 

Allur'd  with  myldnesse  of  the  gentle  wether 

And  plesaunce  of  the  place,  the  which  was  dight 

With  divers  flowres  distinct  with  rare  delight, 

Wandred  about  the  fields,  as  liking  led 

Her  wavering  lust  after  her  wandnng  sight, 

To  make  a  garland  to  adome  her  bed, 

Without  suspect  of  ill  or  daungers  hidden  dred. 

All  sodainely  out  of  the  forrest  nere  24 

The  blatant  beast  forth  rushing  unaware 

Caught  her  thus  loosely  wandrmg  here  and  there, 

And  in  his  wide  great  mouth  away  her  bare 

Crying  aloud  to  shew  her  sad  misfare 

Unto  the  knights,  and  calling  oft  for  ayde ; 

Who  with  the  horrour  of  her  haplesse  care 

Hastily  starting  up,  like  men  dismayde. 

Ban  after  hat  to  reskue  the  distressed  mayde. 
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The  beast,  with  their  porsoit  incited  more,  25 

Into  the  wood  was  bearing  her  apace 

For  to  have  spoyled  her ;  when  Oalidore, 

Who  was  more  light  of  foote  and  swift  in  chace. 

Him  overtooke  in  midd€«t  of  his  race ; 

And,  fiercely  charging  him  with  all  his  might, 

Forst  to  forgoe  his  pray  there  in  the  place, 

And  to  betaKC  himselfe  to  fearefull  flight ; 

For  he  durst  not  abide  with  Calidore  to  fight. 

Who  nathelesse,  when  he  the  lady  saw  26 

There  left  on  ground,  though  in  full  eTill  plight. 

Yet  knowing  that  her  knight  now  neare  did  draw, 

Staide  not  to  succour  her  m  that  aflH^ht, 

But  follow*d  fast  the  monster  in  his  flight : 

Through  woods  and  hils  he  foUow'd  him  so  fast, 

That  he  nould  let  him  breath  nor  gather  spright. 

But  forst  him  gape  and  gaspe,  with  dread  aghast, 

As  if  his  lungs  and  litee  were  nigh  asunder  brast. 

And  now  by  this  Sir  Calepine,  so  hight,  27 

Came  to  the  place  where  he  his  lady  found 

In  dolorous  dismay  and  deadly  plight, 

All  in  gore  bloud  there  tumbled  on  the  ground. 

Having  both  sides  through  grvpt  with  griesly  wound  t 

His  weapons  soone  from  him  he  threw  away, 

And  stouping  downe  to  her  in  dreiy  swound 

ITprear'd  ner  from  the  ground  whereon  she  lay 

And  in  his  tender  armes  her  forced  up  to  stay. 

So  well  he  did  his  busie  paines  ai^ply,  28 

That  the  faint  sprijccht  he  did  revoke  againe 

To  her  fraile  mansion  of  mortality : 

Then  up  he  tooke  her  twixt  his  armes  twaine. 

And  setting  on  his  steede  her  did  sustaine 

With  carefiill  hands,  soft  footing  her  beside ; 

Till  to  some  place  of  rest  they  mote  attaine. 

Where  she  in  safe  assuraunce  mote  abide, 

Till  she  recured  were  of  those  her  woundSs  wide. 

Now  whenas  Phoebus  with  his  fiery  waine  29 

Unto  his  inne  began  to  draw  apace ; 

Tho,  wexing  weary  of  that  toyfesome  paine. 

In  travelling  on  foote  so  long  a  space. 

Not  wont  on  foote  with  heavy  armes  to  trace ; 

Downe  in  a  dale  forby  a  rivers  syde 

He  chaunst  to  spie  a  faire  and  stately  place. 

To  which  he  meant  his  weaiy  steps  to  guyae. 

In  hope  there  for  his  love  some  succour  to  provyde. 
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Bat,  oomming  to  the  rlTers  side,  lie  foand  90 

That  hardly  passable  on  foote  it  was ; 

Therefore  there  still  he  stood  as  in  a  stoond, 

Ne  wist  which  way  he  through  the  foord  mote  pas ; 

Thus  whilest  he  was  in  this  distressed  case, 

Devising  what  to  doe,  he  nigh  espyde 

An  armed  knight  approaching  to  the  place 

With  a  faire  lady  lincked  by  his  syde, 

The  which  themiselves  prepard  thorough  the  foord  to  ride. 

Whom  Calepine  salutizig,  as  became,  31 

Besought  of  courtesie,  in  that  his  neede; 

For  sue  conducting  of  his  sickely  dame 

Through  that  same  perillous  foord  with  better  heede. 

To  take  him  up  behmde  wpton  his  steed : 

To  whom  that  other  did  this  taunt  retume ; 

**  Ferdy,  thou  peasant  knight  mightst  rightly  reed 

Me  then  to  be  full  base  and  evill  borne. 

If  I  would  beare  behinde  a  burden  of  such  scome. 

"  But,  as  thou  hast  thy  steed  forlome  with  shame,  32 

So  fare  on  foote  till  thou  another  gayne, 

And  let  thy  lady  likewise  doe  the  same, 

Or  beare  her  on  thy  backe  with  pleasing  payne. 

And  prove  thy  manhood  on  the  billowes  vayne." 

With  which  rude  speach  his  lady  much  displeased 

Did  him  reprove,  yet  could  him  not  restrayne. 

And  would  on  her  owne  palfrey  him  have  eased 

For  pitty  of  his  dame  whom  she  saw  so  diseased. 

Sir  Calepine  her  thanckt ;  yet,  inly  wroth  33 

Against  ner  knight,  her  gentlenesse  refused. 

And  carelesly  into  the  river  go'th, 

As  in  despigut  to  be  so  fowle  abused 

Of  a  rude  churle.  whom  often  he  accused 

Of  fowle  discourtesie,  unfit  for  knight ; 

And,  strongly  wading  through  the  waves  unused, 

With  speare  in  th'  one  hand  stayd  himselfe  upright, 

With  th'  other  staide  his  lady  up  with  steddy  might. 

And  all  the  while  that  same  discourteous  knight  34 

Stood  on  the  further  bancke  beholding  him ; 

At  whose  calamity,  for  more  despight, 

He  laught,  and  mockt  to  see  him  like  to  swim. 

But  whenas  Calepine  came  to  the  brim. 

And  saw  his  carnage  past  that  perill  well. 

Looking  at  that  same  carle  with  countenance  grim. 

His  heart  with  ven^eaunce  inwardly  did  swell. 

And  forth  at  last  did  breake  in  speaohes  sharp  and  fell : 
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**  Unknightly  knight,  the  blemish  of  that  name,  35 

And  blot -of  all  that  armes  uppon  them  take. 

Which  is  the  badge  of  honour  and  of  fame, 

Loe !  I  defie  thee ;  and  here  challeDge  make, 

That  thou  for  ever  doe  those  armes  forsake, 

And  be  for  erer  held  a  recreant  kniffht, 

Unlesse  thou  dare,  for  thy  deare  ladies  sake 

And  for  thine  owne  defence,  on  foote  alight 

To  iustifie  thj  fault  gainst  me  in  equall  fight." 

The  dastard,  that  did  heare  himselfe  defyde,  36 

Seem'd  not  to  weigh  his  threatitdl  words  at  all. 

But  laught  them  out,  as  if  his  greater  pryde 

Did  scome  the  challenge  of  so  oase  a  thrall ; 

Or  had  no  courage,  or  else  had  no  gall. 

8o  much  the  more  was  Calepine  onended. 

That  him  to  no  revenge  he  forth  could  call, 

But  both  his  challenge  and  himselfe  contemned, 

Ne  cared  as  a  coward  so  to  be  condemned. 

But  he.  nought  weighing  what  he  sayd  or  did,  37 

Turned  his  steede  about  another  way. 

And  with  his  lady  to  the  castle  rid. 

Where  was  his  won ;  ne  did  the  other  stay, 

But  after  went  directly  as  he  may. 

For  his  sicke  charge  some  harbour  there  to  seeke ; 

Where  he  arriving  with  the  fall  of  day 

Drew  to  the  gate,  and  there  with  prayers  meeke 

And  myld  entreaty  lodging  did  for  her  beseeke. 

But  the  rude  porter  that  no  manners  had  S3 

Did  shut  the  gate  against  him  in  his  face 

And  entraunce  boldly  unto  him  forbad : 

Nath'lesse  the  knight,  now  in  so  needy  case, 

Gan  him  entreat  even  with  submission  base, 

And  humbly  praid  to  let  them  in  that  night: 

Who  to  him  aunswer'd,  that  there  was  no  place 

Of  lodging  fit  for  an^  errant  knight, 

Unlesse  that  with  his  lord  he  formerly  did  fight 

"  FuU  loth  am  I,"  quoth  he,  "  as  now  at  earst  89 

When  day  is  spent,  and  rest  us  needeth  most. 

And  that  this  lady,  both  whose  sides  are  pearst 

With  wounds,  is  ready  to  forjro  the  ghost ; 

Ne  would  I  gladly  combate  with  mine  host, 

That  should  to  me  such  curtesie  afibrd, 

Unlesse  that  I  were  thereunto  enforst : 

But  yet  aread  to  me,  how  hight  thy  lord. 

That  doth  thus  strongly  ward  the  castle  of  the  ford." 
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"  His  name/'  quoth  he,  "  if  that  thou  list  to  learne,         40 

Is  hight  Sir  Turpine,  one  of  miokle  might 

And  manhood  rare,  but  terrible  and  steame 

In  all  assaies  to  every  errant  knight, 

Because  of  one  that  wrought  him  fowle  despight.** 

"  HI  seemes,"  sayd  he,  "  if  he  so  yaliaunt  be, 

That  he  should  be  so  steme  to  stranger  wight : 

For  seldome  yet  did  living  creature  see 

That  curtesie  and  manhood  ever  disagree. 

"  But  go  thy  waies  to  him,  and  fro  me  say  41 

That  here  is  at  his  gate  an  errant  knight, 

That  house-rome  craves ;  yet  would  be  loth  t*  assay 

The  proofe  of  battell  now  m  doubtfull  night. 

Or  curtesie  with  rudenesse  to  requite : 

Yet,  if  he  needes  will  fight,  crave  leave  till  mome. 

And  tell  withall  the  lamentable  plight 

In  which  this  lady  languisheth  forlome. 

That  pitty  craves,  as  he  of  woman  was  ybome." 

The  groome  went  streightway  in,  and  to  his  lord  43 

Declar'd  the  message  which  that  knight  did  move; 

Who,  sitting  with  ms  lady  then  at  bord,  * 

Not  onely  did  not  his  demaund  approve. 

But  both  himselfe  revil'd  and  eke  nis  love  | 

Albe  his  lady,  that  Blandina  hight. 

Him  of  ungentle  usage  did  reprove. 

And  earnestly  entreated  that  they  might 

Finde  favour  to  be  lodged  there  for  that  same  night. 

Yet  would  he  not  perswaded  be  for  ought,  43 

Ne  from  his  currish  will  awhit  reclame. 

Which  answer  when  the  groome  returning  brought 

To  Calepine,  his  heart  did  inly  flame 

With  wrathful!  fury  for  so  foule  a  shame, 

That  he  could  not  mereof  avenged  bee; 

But  most  for  pitty  of  his  dearest  dame, 

Whom  now  in  deadly  daunger  he  did  see ; 

Yet  had  no  meanes  to  comfort,  nor  procure  her  glee. 

But  all  in  vaine ;  for  w;hy  P  no  remedy  4^ 

He  saw  the  present  mischiefe  to  redresse. 

But  th*  utmost  end  perforce  for  to  aby. 

Which  that  nights  fortune  would  for  mm  addresse. 

So  downe  he  tooke  his  lady  in  distresse. 

And  layd  her  underneath  a  bush  to  sleepe. 

Covered  with  cold,  and  wrapt  in  wretchednesse ; 

Whiles  he  himselfe  all  night  did  nought  but  weepe, 

And  wary  watch  about  her  for  her  safegard  keepe. 
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The  morrow  next,  so  soone  as  ioyous  day  45 

Did  shew  itselfe  in  sonny  beames  bedignt, 

Serena  full  of  dolorous  dismay, 

Twixt  darkenesse  dread  and  hope  of  living  light, 

Upreard  her  head  to  see  that  cheareful  sight. 

Then  Calepine,  however  inly  wroth, 

And  greedy  to  avenge  that  vile  despight, 

Yet  for  the  feeble  ladies  sake,  full  low 

To  make  their  lenger  stay,  forth  on  his  ioum^y  go'th. 

He  go'th  on  foote  all  armed  by  her  side,  45 

Upstaying  still  herselfe  uppon  her  steede, 

Being  unhable  else  alone  to  ride ; 

So  sore  her  sides,  so  much  her  wounds  did  bleede  s 

Till  that  at  length,  in  his  extreamest  neede, 

He  chaimst  far  off  an  armed  knight  to  spy 

Pursuing  him  apace  with  greedy  speede ; 

"Whom  well  he  wist  to  be  some  enemy. 

That  meant  to  make  advantage  of  his  misery. 

Wherefore  he  stayd,  till  that  he  nearer  drew,  47 

To  weet  what  issue  would  thereof  betyde : 

Tho,  whenas  he  approched  nigh  in  vew, 

Dy  certaine  signes  ne  plainly  nim  descryde 

To  be  the  man  that  with  such  scomfull  pryde 

Had  him  abusde  and  shamed  yesterday : 

Therefore,  misdoubting  least  he  should  misguyde 

His  former  malice  to  some  new  assay, 

He  oast  to  keepe  himselfe  so  safely  as  he  may. 

By  this  the  other  came  in  place  likewise,  18 

Ajid  couching  close  his  speare  and  all  his  powre, 

As  bent  to  some  malicious  enterprise. 

He  bad  him  stand  t*  abide  the  bitter  stoure 

Of  his  sore  vengeaunce,  or  to  make  avoure 

Of  the  lewd  words  and  deedes  which  he  had  done 

With  that  ran  at  him,  as  he  would  devoure 

His  life  attonce ;  who  nought  could  do  but  shun 

The  perill  of  his  pride,  or  eke  be  orer^run. 

Tet  he  him  still  pursew'd  from  place  to  place,  49 

With  full  intent  him  cruelly  to  IdlL 

And  like  a  wilde  goate  round  about  did  chace 

Flying  the  fury  of  his  bloudy  will: 

But  his  best  succour  and  remge  was  still 

Behind  his  ladies  back ;  who  to  him  cijde, 

And  called  oft  with  prayers  loud  and  shrill, 

As  ever  he  to  lady  was  affyde. 

To  spare  her  knight,  and  rest  with  reason  paoifyde. 
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But  he  the  more  thereby  enraged  was,  60 

And  with  more  eager  fehiesse  nim  pnrsew'd ; 

So  that  at  length,  after  long  weary  ohaoe, 

Having  by  chaunce  a  close  advantage  vew'd. 

He  over-rauj(ht  him,  having  long  edchew'd 

His  violence  in  vaine ;  and  with  nis  spere  • 

Strooke  through  his  shoulder,  that  the  blood  essew'd 

In  great  aboundance,  as  a  well  it  were. 

That  forth  out  of  an  hill  fresh  gushing  did  appere. 

Yet  ceast  he  not  for  all  that  oruell  wound,  51 

But  chaste  him  still  for  all  his  ladies  cry; 

Not  satisfyde  till  on  the  fatall  ground 

He  saw  his  lifepowrd  forth  despiteously; 

The  which  was  certes  in  great  ieopardy, 

Had  not  a  wondrous  chaunce  his  reskue  wrought. 

And  saved  from  his  cruell  villany, 

Such  chaunces  oft  exceed  all  humaine  thought: 

That  in  another  canto  shall  to  end  be  brought. 


CANTO  IV. 

CAlq>ine  by  a  salvage  man 
From  Torpine  redcewed  ia; 

And,  whylest  an  infant  ftom  a  beare 
He  Mvet,  hia  love  doth  miaee. 

LiKB  as  a  ship  with  dreadfull  storme  long  tost, 
Having  spent  all  her  mastes  and  her  groundhold, 
Now  farre  from  harbour  likelv  to  be  lost, 
At  last  some  fisher-barke  doth  neare  behold. 
That  giveth  comfort  to  her  courage  cold ; 
Such  was  the  state  of  this  most  courteous  knight 
Being  oppressed  by  that  faytour  bold. 
That  he  remayned  in  most  perilous  plight, 
And  his  sad  ladie  left  in  pitifiill  affiright : 

TiU  that,  by  fortune  owing  all  f<M«sight, 

A  salvage  man,  which  in  those  woods  did  wonne, 

Drawne  with  that  ladies  loud  and  piteous  shright 

Toward  the  same  incessantly  did  ronne 

To  understand  what  there  was  to  be  donne : 

There  he  this  most  discourteous  craven  found 

As  fiercely  yet,  as  when  he  first  begonne, 

C^basing  me  gentle  Calepine  around, 

Ne  sparing  lum  the  more  for  all  his  grievoas  wound. 
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The  salvage  man,  that  never  till  this  houre 
Did  taste  of  pittie,  neither  gentlesse  knew. 
Seeing  his  sharpe  assault  and  cniell  stoure 
Was  much  emmoved  at  his  perils  vew, 
That  even  his  ruder  hart  began  to  rew, 
And  feele  eompassion  of  lus  evill  plight, 
Against  his  foe  that  did  him  so  pursew ; 
from  whom  he  meant  to  free  him,  if  he  might. 
And  him  avenge  of  that  so  villenous  despight. 

Yet  armes  or  weapon  had  he  none  to  fight, 

Ne  knew  the  use  of  warlike  instruments, 

Save  such  as  sudden  rage  him  lent  to  smite; 

But  naked,  without  needfull  vestiments 

To  clad  his  corpse  with  meete  habiliments. 

He  cared  not  for  dint  of  sword  nor  speere, 

No  more  then  for  the  stroke  of  strawes  or  bents : 

For  from  his  mothers  wombe,  which  him  did  beare. 

He  was  invulnerable  made  by  magicke  leare. 

He  stayed  not  t*  advize  which  way  were  best 

His  foe  t*  assayle,  or  how  himselfe  to  gard. 

But  with  fierce  fury  and  with  force  infest 

Upon  him  ran :  who  being  well  prepard 

His  first  assault  full  warily  did  ward. 

And  with  the  push  of  his  sharp-pointed  speare 

Full  on  the  breast  him  strooke,  so  strong  and  hard 

That  forst  him  backe  recoyle  and  reele  areare ; 

Yet  in  his  bodie  made  no  wound  nor  bloud  appeare. 

With  that  the  wyld  man  more  enraged  grew, 

like  to  a  tygre  that  hath  mist  his  pray» 

And  with  mad  moode  againe  upon  nim  flew, 

Regarding  neither  speare  that  mote  him  slay, 

Kor  his  fierce  steed  that  mote  him  much  dismay : 

The  salvage  nation  doth  all  dread  despize : 

Tho  on  his  shield  he  griple  hold  did  lay. 

And  held  the  same  so  hard,  that  by  no  wize 

He  could  him  force  to  loose,  or  leave  his  enterprize. 

Long  did  he  wrest  and  wring  it  to  and  fi*o, 

And  every  way  did  try,  but  all  in  vaine ; 

For  he  would  not  his  ^jreedie  grype  forgoe, 

But  hayld  and  puld  with  all  his  might  and  maine, 

That  from  his  steed  him  niffh  he  drew  againe : 

Who  havinc  now  no  use  of  his  long  speare 

So  nigh  at  hand,  nor  force  his  shield  to  sti'aine, 

Both  speare  and  shield,  as  things  that  noedlesse  were. 

He  qmte  foreooke,  and  fled  himiBelfe  away  tor  feare. 
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But  after  him  the  wyld  man  ran  apaoe,  8 

And  him  pursewed  with  imp6rtane  speed, 

For  he  was  swift  as  any  bucke  in  chance ; 

And,  had  he  not  in  his  extreamest  need 

Bene  helped  through  the  swiflnesse  of  his  steed, 

He  had  him  overttucen  in  his  flight, 

Who,  ever  as  he  saw  him  nigh  succeed, 

Gan  cry  aloud  with  horrible  afiright, 

And  shrieked  out ;  a  thing  uncomely  for  a  knight. 

But,  when  the  salvage  saw  his  labour  vaine  9 

In  following  of  him  that  fled  so  fast. 

He  wearie  woxe,  and  backe  returned  againe 

With  speede  unto  the  place,  whereas  he  last 

Had  lerfc  that  couple  nere  their  utmost  cast : 

There  he  that  knight  full  sorely  bleeding  found 

And  eke  the  ladie  fearefully  aghast. 

Both  for  the  perill  of  the  present  stound. 

And  also  for  the  sharpnesse  of  her  rankling  wound. 

For  though  she  were  right  glad  so  rid  to  bee  10 

From  that  vile  lozell  which  ner  late  ofiended ; 

Yet  now  no  lesse  encombrance  she  did  see 

And  perill,  by  this  salvage  man  pretended ; 

Grainst  whom  she  saw  no  meanes  to  be  defended 

Bv  reason  that  her  knight  was  wounded  sore : 

Therefore  herselfe  she  wholy  recommended 

To  Gods  sole  grace,  whom  she  did  oft  implore 

To  send  her  succour,  being  of  all  hope  forlore. 

Bat  the  wyld  man,  contdtrie  to  her  feare,  11 

Came  to  her  creeping  like  a  fawning  hound. 

And  by  rude  tokens  inade  to  her  appeare 

His  deepe  compassion  of  her  dolefull  stound, 

Kissing  nis  hands,  and  crouching  to  the  ground; 

For  other  language  had  he  none  nor  speach. 

But  a  soft  murmure  and  confused  sound 

Of  seiiselesse  words  (which  nature  did  him  teach 

T'  expresse  his  passions)  which  his  reason  did  empeach : 

And  comming  likewise  to  the  wounded  knigh'  12 

When  he  beheld  the  streames  of  purple  bl(K>d 

Yet  flowing  fresh,  as  moved  with  the  sight, 

He  made  ^preat  mone  after  his  salvage  mood; 

And,  runnmg  streight  into  the  thickest  wood, 

A  certaine  herbe  from  thence  unto  him  brought, 

Whose  vertue  he  hj  use  well  understood ; 

The  iuyce  whereof  mto  his  wound  he  wrought. 

And  stopt  the  bleeding  straight,  ere  he  it  staunched  thought. 
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Then  taking  np  that  recreams  shield  and  speare,  IS 

Which  earst  he  left,  he  si^nes  unto  them  made 

With  him  to  wend  unto  hia  wonning  neare ; 

To  which  he  easily  did  them  perswfule. 

Farre  in  the  forrest,  br  a  hoUow  glade 

Covered  with  mossie  shmba,  which  spredding  brodc 

Pid  underneath  them  make  a  gloomy  shade, 

Where  foot  of  living  creature  never  trode,  [abode. 

Ne  scarse  wyld  beasts  durst  oome,  there  was  thia  wights 

Thither  he  brought  these  unacquainted  guests ;  14 

To  whom  faire  semblance,  as  he  coold,  be  shewed 

By  signes,  by  lookes,  and  all  his  other  gests : 

But  the  bare  ground  with  hoarie  mosse  bestrowed 

Must  be  their  bed ;  their  xnllow  was  unsowed ; 

And  the  frutes  of  the  forrest  was  their  feast : 

For  their  bad  stuard  neither  ploughed  nor  sowed, 

Ne  fed  on  flesh,  ne  ever  of  wyld  beast 

Did  taste  the  bloud,  obaying  natures  first  beheast. 

Yet,  howsoever  base  and  meane  it  were,  15 

They  tooke  it  well,  and  thanked  God  for  all. 

Which  had  them  freed  from  that  deadly  feare^ 

And  sav'd  from  being  to  that  caytive  thrall. 

Here  they  of  force  (as  fortune  now  did  fall) 

Compelled  were  themselves  awhile  to  rest. 

Glad  of  that  easement,  though  it  were  but  small ; 

That,  having  there  their  wounds  awhile  redreet, 

They  mote  the  abler  be  to  passe  unto  the  rest 

During  which  time  that  wyld  man  did  i^ply  16 

His  best  endevoor  and  his  daily  paine 

In  seeking  all  the  woods  both  farre  and  nye 

For  herbes  to  dresse  their  wounds ;  still  seeming  faine 

When  ought  he  did,  that  did  their  lyking  gaine. 

So  as  ere  long  he  had  that  knightes  wound 

Becured  well,  and  made  him  whole  againe: 

But  that  same  ladies  hurts  no  herbe  he  found 

Which  could  redresse,  for  it  was  inwardly  unsound. 

Now  whenas  Calepine  was  woxen  strong,  17 

Upon  a  day  he  caat  abrode  to  wend. 

To  take  the  avrc  and  heare  the  thrashes  song, 

Unarm'd,  as  fearinff  neither  foe  nor  frend. 

And  without  sword  his  person  to  defend; 

There  him  befell,  imlooked  for  before. 

An  hard  adventure  with  unhappie  end, 

A  cmell  beare,  the  which  an  inJfant  bOTe, 

Betwixt  his  bloodie  iawes,  bespiinckled  all  with  gore. 
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Tlie  litle  babe  did  loudly  scrike  and  squall,  18 

And  all  the  woods  with  piteous  plaints  did  fill. 

As  if  his  cry  did  meane  tor  to  helpe  to  call 

To  Calepine,  whose  eares  those  shrieches  shrill, 

Percinff  his  hart,  with  pities  point  did  thrill ; 

That  after  him  he  ran  with  zealous  haste 

To  rescue  th'  infant,  ere  he  did  him  kill : 

Whom  though  he  saw  now  somewhat  overpast, 

Yet  by  the  cry  he  follow*d,  and  pursewed  fast. 

Well  then  him  chaunst  his  heavj  armes  to  want,  Id 

Whose  burden  mote  empeach  his  needful  speed. 

And  hinder  him  from  libertie  to  nant : 

Eor  having  long  time,  as  his  deadly  weed. 

Them  wont  to  weare,  and  wend  on  foot  for  need, 

Kow  wanting  them  he  felt  himselfe  so  light 

That  like  an  nauke,  which  feeling  herselfe  freed 

From  bels  and  iessies  which  did  let  her  flight, 

Him  seem'd  his  feet  did  fly  and  in  their  speed  delight. 

So  well  he  sped  him,  that  the  wearie  beare  20 

Ere  lon^  he  overtooke  and  forst  to  stay; 

And,  without  weapon  him  assayling  neare, 

Compeld  him  soone  the  spojt^le  adowne  to  lay. 

W^iierewith  the  beast  enrag  d  to  loose  his  pray 

Upon  him  turned,  and,  with  greedie  force 

And  furie,  to  be  crossed  in  his  wav. 

Gaping  full  wvde,  did  thinke  without  remorse 

To  De  aveng'd  on  him,  and  to  devoure  his  corse. 

But  the  bold  knija^ht  no  whit  thereat  dismayd,  21 

But  catching  up  in  hand  a  ragged  stone 

Which  lay  thereby  (so  fortune  mm  did  ayde) 

Upon  him  ran,  and  thrust  it  all  attone 

Into  his  gaping  throte,  that  made  him  grone 

And  gaspe  for  breath,  that  he  nigh  choked  was. 

Being  unable  to  digest  that  bone; 

Ne  could  it  upward  come,  nor  downward  passe, 

Ne  could  he  brooke  the  coldnesse  of  the  stony  masse. 

Whom  whenas  he  thus  combred  did  behold,  22 

Stryving  in  vaine  that  nigh  his  bowels  brast. 

He  with  him  closd,  and,  laving  mightie  hold 

Upon  his  throte,  did  gripe  his  gorge  so  fast. 

That  wanting  breath  nim  downe  to  ground  he  cast; 

And,  then  oppressing  him  with  urgent  paine. 

Ere  long  eniorst  to  breath  his  utmost  blast. 

Gnashing  his  cruell  teeth  at  him  in  vaine,  [straine. 

And  threatning  his  sharpe  clawes,  now  wanting  powre  to 

TT 
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Then  iooke  he  np  betwixt  his  amies  twaine 

The  little  babe,  sweet  relickes  of  his  pray ; 

Whom  pityiDg  to  heare  so  sore  oomplaine. 

From  his  sod  eyes  the  teares  he  wr^  awfl^» 

And  from  his  face  the  filth  that  dia  it  nur ; 

And  every  little  limbe  he  searcht  arouno. 

And  every  part  that  under  sweath-bands  lay. 

Least  that  the  beasts  sharpe  teeth  had  any  woond 

Made  in  his  tender  flesh ;  but  whole  them  all  he  found. 

80,  having  all  his  bands  againe  uptyde, 

He  with  mm  thought  backe  to  retume  againe} 

But  when  he  look t  about  on  every  syde, 
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which  way  were  best  to  entertaine 
J.0  onng  him  to  the  place  where  he  would  iaine. 
He  could  no  path  nor  tract  of  foot  desciy, 
Ne  by  inquine  leame,  nor  ghesse  by  ayme; 
For  nought  but  woods  and  forreets  farre  and  nye. 
That  all  about  did  close  the  compasse  of  his  eye. 

Much  was  he  then  encombred,  ne  could  tell  2S 

Which  wav  to  take :  now  west  he  went  awhile» 

Then  north,  then  neither,  but  as  fortune  fell : 

So  up  and  downe  he  wandred  many  a  nule 

With  wearie  travell  and  uncertaine  toile, 

Yet  nought  the  nearer  to  his  ioumeys  end ; 

And  evermore  his  loveJy  little  spoile 

Crying  for  food  did  greatly  him  offend : 

So  all  that  day,  in  wandring,  vainely  he  did  spend. 

At  last,  about  the  setting  of  the  suane,  2S 

Hiroselfe  out  of  the  forest  he  did  wynd. 

And  by  good  fortune  the  plaine  champion  wonne: 

Where,  looking  all  about  where  he  mote  ty nd 

Some  place  of  succour  to  content  his  mynd. 

At  length  he  heard  under  the  forrests  syde 

A  voice,  that  seemed  of  some  womankynd. 

Which  to  hersclfe  lamenting  loudly  cryde. 

And  oft  complayn*d  of  fate,  and  fortune  oft  defyde. 

To  whom  approaching,  whenas  she  perceived  27 

A  stranger  wight  in  place,  her  plaint  she  stayd. 

As  if  she  doubted  to  nave  bene  deceived. 

Or  loth  to  let  her  sorrowes  be  bewrayd : 

Whom  whenas  Calepine  saw  so  dismSj^d, 

He  to  her  drew,  and,  with  faire  blandishment 

Her  chearing  up,  thus  gently  to  her  said : 

•*  What  be  you,  wofull  dame,  which  thus  lament, 

And  for  what  cause,  declare ;  so  mote  ye  not  repent. 
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To  whom  she  thns ;  "  What  need  me,  sir,  to  tell  28 

That  which  yourself  have  earst  ared  so  right  P 

A  wofull  dame  ye  have  me  termed  well : 

So  much  more  wofull,  as  my  wofull  plight 

Cannot  redressed  be  by  living  wight !" 

'*  Nathlesse,"  quoth  he,  "  if  need  doe  not  you  bynd. 

Doe  it  disclose,  to  ease  your  grieved  spright: 

Oftimes  it  haps  that  sorrowes  of  the  mynd 

Find  remedie  unsought,  which  seeking  cannot  fynd." 

Then  thus  began  the  lamentable  dame ;  2D 

**  Sith  then  ye  needs  will  know  the  griefe  I  hoord, 

I  am  th'  unfortunate  Matilde  1^  name, 

The  wife  of  bold  Sir  Bruin,  who  is  lord 

Of  all  this  land,  late  conquer'd  by  his  sword 

From  a  great  gyant,  called  Gormoraant, 

\V  hom  he  did  overthrow  by  yonder  foord; 

And  in  three  battailes  did  so  deadly  daunt. 

That  he  dare  not  retume  for  all  hia  daily  vaunt. 

"  So  is  my  lord  now  seiz'd  of  all  the  land,  30 

As  in  his  fee,  with  peaceable  estate, 

And  quietly  doth  hold  it  in  his  hand, 

Ne  any  dares  with  him  for  it  debate : 

But  to  these  happie  fortunes  cruell  fate 

Hath  ioyn*d  one  evill,  which  doth  overthrow 

All  this  our  ioyes,  and  all  our  bliase  abate ; 

And  like  in  time  to  further  ill  to  grow, 

And  aU  this  land  with  endlesae  lorae  to  over-flow. 

"  For  th'  heavens,  envying  our  prosperities  31 

Have  not  voucbsafb  to  paunt  unto  us  twame 

The  gladfull  blessing  of  posteritie, 

Which  we  might  see  after  ourselves  remaine 

In  th'  heritage  of  our  unhappie  naine : 

So  that  for  want  of  heires  it  to  defend. 

All  is  in  time  like  to  retume  againe 

To  that  foule  feend,  who  dayly  doth  attend 

To  leape  into  the  same  after  our  lives  end. 

"  But  most  my  lord  is  grieved  herewithaU,  32 

And  makes  exceeding  mone.  when  he  does  thinke 

That  all  this  land  unto  his  loe  shall  fall, 

For  which  he  long  in  vaine  did  sweat  and  swinke. 

That  now  the  same  he  greatly  doth  forthinke. 

Yet  was  it  sayd,  thtr€  shouMto  kim  a  sonne 

Be  gotten,  not  begotten  ;  wkkk  should  drinke 

And  dry  up  all  the  water  which  doth  rtnrne 

In  the  next  brooke,  bp  whom  thai  feend  should  befhrdonne* 
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"  "Well  hop't  he  then,  when  this  waa  propheside,  13 

That  from  his  sides  some  noble  chyld  should  rize. 

The  which  through  fame  should  farre  be  magnifide, 

And  this  proud  gyant  should  with  brave  emprize 

Quite  overthrow,  who  now  ginnes  to  despize 

The  good  Sir  Bruin  growing  farre  *n  years. 

Who  thinkes  from  me  his  sorrow  all  doth  rize. 

Lo !  this  my  cause  of  griefe  to  you  appeares ;  [teareg." 

For  which  I  thus  doe  moume,  and  poure  fortli  ceaselease 

"Which  when  he  heard,  he  inly  touched  was  Si 

With  tender  ruth  for  her  unworthy  griefe ; 

And,  when  he  had  devized  of  her  case. 

He  gan  in  mind  conceive  a  fit  reliefe 

For  all  her  paine,  if  please  her  make  the  priefe: 

And,  having  cheared  her,  thus  said ;  "  Faire  Dame, 

In  evils  counsell  is  the  comfort  chiefe ; 

Which  though  I  be  not  wise  enough  to  frame. 

Yet,  as  I  well  it  meane,  vouchsafe  it  without  blame. 

'*  If  that  the  cause  of  this  your  languishment  35 

Be  lacke  of  children  to  supply  your  place, 

Lo !  how  good  fortune  doth  to  you  present 

This  litle  babe,  of  sweete  and  lovdy  face. 

And  spotlesse  spirit  in  which  ye  may  enchace 

Whatever  formes  ye  list  thereto  anply. 

Being  now  soft  and  fit  them  to  embrace ; 

Whether  ye  list  him  traine  in  chevalry. 

Or  noursle  up  in  lore  of  leam'd  philosophy. 

"And,  certes,  it  hath  oftentimes  bene  scene,  96 

That  of  the  hke,  whose  linage  was  unknowne. 
More  brave  and  noble  knights  have  raysed  beene 
(As  their  victorious  deedes  have  oft;en  showen, 
Being  with  fame  through  many  nations  blowen,) 
Then  those  which  have  bene  dandled  in  the  lap. 
Therefore  some  thought  that  those  brave  imps  were  sowen 
Here  by  the  gods,  and  fed  with  heavenly  san, 
That  made  them  grow  so  high  t'  all  honorable  hap." 

The  ladie,  hearkning  to  his  senseftill  speach,  37 

Found  nothing  that  he  said  unmeet  nor  geason, 

Having  oft  scene  it  tryde  as  he  did  teach : 

Therefore  inclyning  to  his  goodly  reason, 

Agreeing  well  both  with  the  place  and  season. 

She  gladly  did  of  that  same  babe  accept. 

As  of  her  owne  hy  liverev  and  seisin ; 

And,  having  over  it  a  little  wept, 

She  bore  it  thence,  and  ever  as  her  owne  it  kept 
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Rifiihi  glad  was  CalepiDe  to  be  so  rid  38 

Of  his  young  charge  whereof  he  skilled  nought ; 

Ne  she  lease  glad ;  for  she  so  wisely  did, 

And  with  her  husband  under  hand  so  wrought, 

That  when  that  infant  unto  him  she  brought, 

She  made  him  think  it  surely  was  his  owne ; 

And  it  in  goodly  thewes  so  well  upbrought, 

That  it  became  a  famous  knight  well  knowne, 

And  did  right  noble  deedes ;  the  which  elswhere  are  showne. 

But  Calepine,  now  being  left  alone  39 

Under  the  greenewoods  side  in  sorie  plight, 

Withouten  armes  or  steede  to  ride  upon. 

Or  house  to  hide  his  head  from  heavens  spight ; 

Albe  that  dame,  by  all  the  meanes  she  might. 

Him  ofb  desired  home  with  her  to  wend. 

And  offired  him,  his  courtesie  to  requite 

Both  horse  and  armes  and  whatso  else  to  lend, 

Yet  he  them  all  refusd,  though  thankt  her  as  a  firend, 

And,  for  exceeding  griefe  which  inly  grew,  40 

That  he  his  love  so  lucklesse  now  had  lost. 

On  the  cold  ^und  maugre  himselfe  he  threw 

For  fell  despight,  to  be  so  sorely  crost ; 

And  there  all  night  himselfe  in  anguish  tost, 

Vowing  that  never  he  in  bed  againe 

His  limbes  would  rest,  ne  lig  in  ease  embost, 

Till  that  his  ladies  sight  he  mote  attaine, 

Or  understand  that  she  in  safetie  did  remainc. 


CANTO  V. 

The  SAlvage  serves  Serena  well, 
THI  she  Prince  Arthore  fynd ; 

Who  her,  together  with  his  squyre. 
With  th'  Hermit  leaves  behynd. 

O  WHAT  an  casie  thing  is  to  descry 

The  gentle  bloud,  however  it  be  wT|ipt 

In  si^  misfortunes  foule  deformity 

And  wretched  sorrowes,  which  have  often  hapt ! 

For  howsoever  it  mav  ^ow  mis-shapt. 

Like  this  wyld  man  bemg  undisciplynd. 

That  to  all  vertue  it  may  seeme  unapt ; 

Tet  will  it  shew  some  sparkes  of  gentle  mynd, 

And  at  the  last  breake  torth  in  his  owne  proper  kynd. 
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That  plainely  may  in  tliis  wyld  man  be  red, 

"Who,  thougn  he  were  still  in  this  desert  wood, 

MoDgst  salvage  beasts,  both  rudely  borne  and  bred* 

Ne  ever  saw  faire  guize,  ne  learned  ffood. 

Yet  shewd  some  token  of  his  gentle  olood 

By  gentle  usage  of  that  wretched  dame : 

For  certes  he  was  borne  of  noble  blood. 

However  by  hard  hap  he  hether  came ; 

As  ye  may  know,  when  time  shall  be  to  tell  the  Bame. 

Who,  whenas  now  long  time  he  lacked  had  S 

The  good  Sir  Calepine,  that  farre  was  strayd 

Did  weze  exceeding  sorrow^ll  and  sad. 

As  he  of  some  misfortune  were  afrayd ; 

And,  leaving  there  this  ladie  ail  dismayd. 

Went  forth  streightway  into  the  forrest  wyde 

To  seeke  if  he  perchance  asleep  were  layd. 

Or  whatso  else  were  unto  him  betyde : 

He  sought  him  farre  and  neare,  yet  him  no  where  he  apyde. 

Tho,  backe  returning  to  that  sorie  dame,  4 

He  shewed  semblant  of  exceeding  mone 

By  speaking  signes,  as  he  them  b^  could  frame, 

jN'ow  wringing  Doth  his  wretched  hand^s  in  one, 

I^ow  beating  his  hard  head  upon  a  stone, 

That  ruth  it  was  to  see  him  so  lament : 

By  which  she  well  perceiving  what  was  done. 

Gin  teare  her  hayre,  and  alfher  garments  rent, 

And  beat  her  breast,  and  piteously  herselfe  torment. 

Upon  the  ground  herselfe  she  fiercely  threw,  5 

Eegardlesse  of  her  wounds  yet  bleedings  rife, 

That  with  their  bloud  did  all  the  flore  imbrew, 

As  if  her  breast  new  launcht  with  murdrous  knife 

Would  straight  dislodge  the  wretched  wearie  bfe: 

There  she  long  groveling  and  dee^e  groning  lay. 

As  if  her  vital!  powera  were  at  strife 

With  stronger  death,  and  feared  their  decay: 

Such  were  this  ladies  pangs  and  dolorous  assay. 

Wliom  when  the  salvage  saw  so  sore  distrest,  t 

He  reared  her  up  from, the  bloudie  ground. 

And  sought,  by  all  the  meanes  that  ne  could  best. 

Her  to  recure  out  of  that  stony  swound. 

And  staunch  the  bleeding  of  her  dreary  wound: 

Yet  nould  she  be  recomforted  for  nought. 

Nor  cease  her  sorrow  and  impatient  stotidd. 

But  day  and  night  did  vexe  her  cyrefiill  thought, 

And  ever  more  and  more  her  owne  affliction  wrought. 
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At  length,  whenas  no  hope  of  his  retonme  7 

She  saw  now  left,  she  oast  to  leave  the  place, 

And  wend  ahrode,  though  feeble  an  J  forlome, 

To  seeke  some  comfort  m  that  sorie  caset 

His  steede,  now  strong  through  rest  so  long  a  space 

Well  as  she  could  she  got,  and  did  bedight ; 

And  being  thereon  mounted  forth  did  pace 

"VVithouten  guide  her  to  conduct  aright, 

Or  guard  her  to  defend  from  bold  oppressors  might. 

Whom  when  her  host  saw  readie  to  depart,  8 

He  would  not  suffer  her  alone  to  fare, 

But  gan  himselfe  addresse  to  take  her  part. 

Those  warlike  armes,  which  Calepine  whyleare 

Had  left  behind,  he  gan  eftsoones  prepare, 

And  nut  them  all  about  himself  unfit. 

His  shield,  his  helmet,  and  his  curats  bare, 

But  without  sword  upon  his  thiffh  to  sit; 

Sir  Calepine  himselfe  away  had  hidden  it. 

So  forth  they  traveld  an  uneven  payre,  9 

That  mote  to  all  men  seemo  an  uncouth  sight ; 

A  salvage  man  matcht  with  a  ladie  fayre 

That  rather  seem*d  the  conquest  of  his  might 

Gotten  by  spoyle  then  purcnaced  aright : 

But  he  did  her  attend  most  careftdly. 

And  faithfully  did  serve  both  day  and  nigl\t 

Withouten  thought  of  shame  or  villeny, 

Ne  ever  shewed  signe  of  foule  disloyidty. 

Upon  a  day,  as  on  their  way  they  went,  10 

It  chaunst  some  furniture  about  her  steed 

To  be  disordred  by  some  accident ; 

Which  to  redresse  she  did  th'  assistance  need 

Of  this  her  groome;  which  he  by  si^nes  did  reede; 

And  streight  his  oombrous  armes  aside  did  lay 

Upon  the  ground,  withouten  doubt  or  dreed; 

And,  in  his  homely  wize,  began  to  assay 

T'  amend  what  was  amisse,  and  put  in  right  aray. 

Bout  which  whilest  he  was  busied  thus  hard,  1 1 

Lo!  where  a  knight,  together  with  his  squire, 

All  arm'd  to  point  came  ryding  thetherward ; 

Which  seemed,  by  their  portance  and  attire. 

To  be  two  errant  Knights,  that  did  inquire 

After  adventures,  where  they  mote  them  get: 

Those  were  to  weet  (if  that  ye  it  require) 

Prince  Arthur  and  young  Timias,  which  met 

By  straunge  occasion,  that  here  needs  forth  be  set. 
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After  that  Timias  had  againe  recared  13 

The  favour  of  Belphebe,  as  ye  heard, 

And  of  her  moe  did  stand  againe  assured. 

To  happie  blisse  he  was  full  high  uprear*d, 

Nether  of  envy  nor  of  chaunge  afeaj*d : 

Though  many  foes  did  him  xnaligne  therefore, 

And  with  uniust  detraction  him  did  beard; 

Yet  he  himselfe  so  well  and  wisely  bore, 

That  in  her  soveraine  lyking  he  dwelt  erermor©. 

But,  of  them  all  which  did  his  ruine  seeke,  23 

Three  mightie  enemies  did  him  most  despi^ht. 

Three  mightie  ones,  and  cruell  minded  eeke. 

That  liim  not  onely  sought  by  open  might 

To  overthrow,  but  to  supplant  by  slight : 

The  first  of  them  by  name  was  cald  Despetto, 

Exceeding  all  the  rest  in  powre  and  hight ; 

The  second,  not  so  strong  but  wise,  Decetto ; 

The  third,  nor  strong  nor  wise  but  spightfullest,  Defetto. 

Oftimes  their  sundry  powres  they  did  employ,  1 

And  several  deoeipts,  but  all  in  vaine ; 

For  neither  they  by  force  could  him  destroy^ 

Ke  yet  entrap  in  treasons  subtill  traine : 

Therefore,  conspiring  all  together  plaine. 

They  did  their  counsels  now  in  one  compound 

Where  singled  forces  faile,  conioynd  may  gaine. 

The  blatant  beast  the  fittest  meanes  they  found 

To  worke  his  utter  shame,  and  throughly  him  confound. 

Upon  a  day,  as  they  the  time  did  waite  15 

When  he  aid  raunge  the  wood  for  salvage  game. 

They  sent  that  blatant  beast  to  be  a  baito 

To  draw  him  from  his  deare  beloved  dame 

Un wares  into  the  daunger  of  defame : 

For  well  they  wist  that  squire  to  be  so  bold, 

That  no  one  beast  in  forrest  wylde  or  tame 

Met  him  in  chase,  but  he  it  challenge  would. 

And  plucke  the  pray  oftimes  out  of  their  greedy  hould. 

The  hardy  boy,  as  they  devised  had,  IC 

Seeing  the  ugly  monster  passing  by. 

Upon  him  set,  of  perill  nought  adrad, 

Ne  skilfull  of  the  uncouth  ieopardy ; 

And  charged  him  so  fierce  and  fiiriously. 

That,  his  great  force  unable  to  endure. 

He  forced  was  to  tume  from  him  and  fly : 

5fet,  ere  he  fled,  he  with  his  tooth  impure 

Him  heedlcsse  bit,  the  whiles  he  was  thereof  secure. 
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Securely  lie  did  after  him  pursew,  17 

Tliiaking  by  speed  to  overtake  his  flight ; 

Who  through  thicke  woods  and  brakes  and  briers  him  drew. 

To  weary  him  the  more  and  waste  his  spight, 

So  that  he  now  had  almost  spent  his  spright; 

Till  that  at  length  imto  a  wood^  glade 

He  came,  whose  covert  stont  his  further  sight; 

There  his  three  foes  shrowded  in  guilefull  shade 

Out  of  their  ambush  broke,  and  gan  him  to  invade. 

Sharpely  they  all  attonce  did  him  assaile,  13 

Burning  with  inward  rancour  and  despight, 

And  heaped  strokes  did  round  about  him  haile 

With  so  liuge  force,  that  seemed  nothing  might 

Beare  off  their  blowes  from  niercing  thorough  quite: 

Yet  he  them  all  so  warily  dia  ward, 

That  none  of  them  in  his  soft  flesh  did  bite ; 

And  all  the  while  his  backe  for  best  safegard 

He  lent  against  a  tree,  that  baokeward  onset  bard. 

Like  a  wylde  bull,  that,  being  at  a  bay,  19 

Is  baytea  of  a  mastiffe  and  a  hound 

And  a  cnrre-dog,  that  doe  him  sharpe  assay 

On  every  side,  and  beat  about  him  round ; 

But  most  that  curre,  barking  with  bitter  sownd, 

And  creeping  still  behinde,  doth  him  incomber. 

That  in  his  chauffe  he  digs  the  trampled  ground, 

And  threats  his  horns,  and  bellowes  like  the  thonder : 

So  did  that  squire  his  foes  disperse  and  drive  asonder. 

Him  well  behoved  80 ;  for  his  three  foes  20 

Sought  to  encompasse  him  on  every  side. 

And  dangerously  did  round  about  enclose : 

But,  most  of  all,  Defetto  him  annoyde, 

Creeping  behinde  him  still  to  have  destroyde ; 

So  did  Decetto  eke  him  circumvent ; 

But  stout  Despetto  in  his  greater  pryde 

Did  front  him,  face  to  face  against  him  bent : 

Yet  he  them  all  withstood,  and  often  made  relent. 

Till  that  at  length  nigh  tyrd  with  former  chaoe,  21 

And  weary  now  with  carefull  keeping  ward. 

He  gan  to  shrinke  and  somewhat  to  give  place. 

Full  like  ere  long  to  have  escaped  hara ; 

Whenas  un wares  he  in  the  forrest  heard 

A  trampling  steede,  that  with  his  neighing  fast 

Did  wame  his  rider  be  uppon  his  gard ; 

With  noise  whereof  the  squire,  now  nigh  aghast 

Eevived  was,  and  sad  dispaire  away  did  cast. 
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Eftsoones  he  spide  a  kniprht  approcbing  nje  22 

Wlio,  seeing  one  in  so  great  daunger  set 

Mongst  many  foes,  himself  did  faster  hye 

To  reskue  him,  and  his  weake  part  abe^ 

For  pitty  so  to  see  bim  overset : 

Whom  Boone  as  his  three  enemies  did  rew. 

They  fled,  and  fast  into  the  wood  did  get: 

Him  booted  not  to  tbinke  them  to  parsew; 

Tue  covert  was  so  thicke,  that  d.d  no  passage  shew* 

Then,  taming  to  that  swaine,  him  well  he  knew  83 

To  be  his  Timias,  his  owne  tme  squire ; 

Whereof  exceeding  glad,  he  to  him  drew, 

And,  him  embracing  twixt  his  armes  enture. 

Him  thus  bespake;  "  My  liefe,  my  lifes  desire. 

Why  have  ye  me  alone  thus  long  yleftP 

Tell  me  what  world's  despight,  or  heavens  yre. 

Hath  you  thus  lonjj  away  from  me  bereft?  Cweft T 

AYhere  have  ye  all  this  while  bm  wandring,  wbere  bene 

With  that  he  sighed  deepe  for  inward  tyne :  24 

To  whom  the  souire  nought  aunswered  againe, 

But,  shedding  few  soft  teares  from  tender  eyne. 

His  dear  affect  with  silence  did  restraine. 

And  shut  up  all  his  plaint  in  privy  paine. 

There  they  awhile  some  gracious  speeches  spent» 

As  to  them  seem'd  fit  time  to  entertaine : 

After  all  which  up  to  their  steedes  they  went. 

And  forth  together  rode,  a  comely  oouplement. 

So  now  they  be  arrived  both  in  sight  SS 

Of  this  wyld  man,  whom  they  ftill  ousie  found 

About  the  sad  Serena  things  to  dight, 

With  those  brave  armours  lying  on  the  ground, 

That  8eem*d  the  spoile  of  some  right  well  renownd. 

Which  when  that  squire  beheld,  he  to  them  stent 

Thinking  to  take  them  from  that  hylding  hound; 

But  he  it  seeing[  lightly  to  him  lept. 

And  stemely  with  strong  hand  it  from  his  handling  kept 

Gnashing  his  grinded  teeth  with  griesly  looke^  26 

And  sparkling  fire  out  of  his  furious  eyne. 

Him  with  his  fist  imwares  on  th'  head  he  strooke^ 

That  made  him  downe  unto  the  earth  encline ; 

Whence  soone  upstartinff,  much  he  gan  repine, 

And  laving  hana  uppon  his  wrathfull  blade 

Thought  tnerewithall  forthwith  him  to  have  slainef 

Who  it  perceiving  hand  upon  him  layd. 

And  greedily  him  griping  nis  avengement  stayd. 
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Wiih  ihat  alpude  the  faire  Serena  oryde  27 

Unto  the  knight,  them  to  dispart  in  twaine : 

Who  to  them  steppmg  did  them  soone  divide, 

A.nd  did  from  fnrther  violence  restraine, 

A.lbe  the  wvld  man  hardly  would  refraine. 

Then  gan  the  prince  of  her  for  to  demand 

What  and  from  whence  she  was ;  and  by  what  traine 

She  fell  into  that  salvage  villaines  hand ; 

And  whether  free  with  nim  she  now  were,  or  in  band. 

To  whom  she  thus ;  **  I  am,  as  now  ye  see,  23 

The  wretchedst  dame  that  Hves  this  day  on  gronnd, 

Who  both  in  minde  (the  which  most  grieveth  me) 

And  bodv  have  receiv'd  a  mortall  wound. 

That  hath  me  driven  to  this  drei^  stound* 

I  was  erewhile  the  love  of  Calepine; 

Who  whether  he  alive  be  to  be  found. 

Or  by  some  deadly  channce  be  done  to  pine. 

Since  I  him  lately  lost,  uneath  is  to  denne. 

*'  In  salvage  forrest  I  him  lost  of  late,  29 

Where  I  had  surely  long  ere  this  bene  dead. 

Or  else  remained  in  most  wretched  state, 

Had  not  this  wylde  man  in  that  wofull  stead 

Kept  and  delivered  me  from  deadly  dread. 

In  such  a  salvage  wight,  of  brutish  kynd, 

Amongst  wilde  beastes  in  desert  forrests  bred« 

It  is  most  straunge  and  wonderful  to  fynd 

So  milde  humanity  and  perfect  gentle  mynd. 

"  Let  me  therefore  this  fiivour  for  him  finde,  30 

That  ye  will  not  your  wrath  upon  him  wreake, 

Sith  he  cannot  expresse  his  simple  minde, 

Ne  yours  conceive,  ne  but  by  tokens  speake: 

Small  praise  to  prove  your  powre  on  wight  so  weake  l" 

With  such  faire  words  she  did  their  heate  asswage. 

And  the  8trong[  course  of  their  displeasure  breake. 

That  they  to  pitty  tumd  their  former  rage, 

And  each  sought  to  supply  the  office  of  Esr  page. 

So,  having  all  things  well  about  her  dight,  31 

She  on  her  way  cast  forward  to  proceede; 

And  they  her  forth  conducted,  \aiere  they  might 

Finde  harbour  fit  to  comfort  her  great  neede : 

For  now  her  wounds  corruption  gan  to  breed : 

And  eke  this  squire,  who  likewise  wounded  was 

Of  that  same  monster  late,  for  lacke  of  heed 

Now  gan  to  faint,  and  further  could  not  pas 

Through  feeblenesse,  which  all  his  Jimbes  oppressed  hai« 
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So  forth  thej  rode  togeUier  all  in  troupe  32 

To  seeke  some  place,  the  which  mote  yeeld  some  ease 

To  these  sicke  twaine  that  now  began  to  droupe : 

And  all  the  way  the  prince  sought  to  appease 

The  bitter  anguish  ot  their  sharpe  disease 

By  all  the  courteous  meanes  he  could  invent; 

Somewhile  with  merry  purpose,  fit  to  please. 

And  otherwhile  with  good  encouragement, 

To  make  them  to  endure  the  pams  did  them  torment. 

Mouffst  which,  Serena  did  to  him  relate  33 

The  toule  discourt'sies  and  unknightly  parti, 

\\Tiich  Turpine  had  unto  her  shewed  late 

Without  compassion  of  her  cruell  smarts : 

Although  Blandina  did  with  all  her  arts 

Him  otherwise  perswade  all  that  she  might, 

Yet  he  of  malice,  without  her  desarts, 

Not  onely  her  excluded  late  at  night, 

But  also  trayterously  did  wound  ner  weary  knight. 

Wherewith  the  prince  sore  moved  there  ayood  SI 

That,  soone  as  he  returned  backe  againe. 

He  would  aveoge  th'  abuses  of  that  proud 

And  shameful  knight,  of  whom  she  did  oomplaine. 

This  wize  did  they  each  other  entertaine 

To  passe  the  tedious  travell  of  the  way; 

Till  towards  night  thejr  came  unto  a  plaine, 

By  which  a  HttTe  hermitage  there  la^. 

Far  from  all  neighbourhood,  the  which  annoy  it  may» 

And  nigh  thereto  a  little  chappel  stoode,  SS 

Which  being  all  with  yvy  overspred 

Deckt  all  the  roofe,  and,  shadowing  the  roode, 

Seem'd  Hke  a  grove  faire  braunched  over  hed : 

Therein  the  hermite,  which  his  life  here  led 

In  streight  observaunce  of  religious  vow, 

Was  wont  his  howres  and  holy  things  to  bed; 

And  therein  he  likewise  was  praying  now, 

Whenas  these  knights  arrived,  they  wist  not  where  nor  haw. 

They  stayd  not  there,  but  streightway  in  did  pas :  36 

Whom  when  the  hermite  present  saw  in  place. 

From  his  devotion  streight  he  troubled  was ; 

Which  breaking  off  he  toward  them  did  pace 

With  stayed  steps  aud  grave  beseeming  grace : 

For  well  it  seem  d  that  whilome  he  had  l>eene 

Some  goodlv  person,  and  of  gentle  race. 

That  could  his  good  to  all ;  and  well  did  weene 

How  each  to  entertaine.with  curt'sie  well  beseene: 
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And  soothly  it  was  sayd  by  common  fame,  37 

So  long  as  age  enabled  him  thereto, 

That  he  had  oene  a  man  of  mickle  name, 

!Ronowmed  much  in  armes  and  derring  doe : 

But  being  aged  now,  and  weary  to 

Of  warres  delight  and  worlds  contentious  toyle, 

The  name  of  knighthood  he  did  disavow; 

And,  hanging  up  bis  armes  and  warlike  spoyle, 

From  all  this  worlds  inoombranoe  did  himselfe  assoyle. 

He  thence  them  led  into  his  hermitage,  33 

Letting  their  steedes  to  graze  upon  me  greene; 

Small  was  his  house,  and,  like  a  little  cage, 

For  his  owne  tume ;  yet  inly  neate  and  clene, 

Peckt  with  greene  boughes  and  flowers  gay  beseenes 

Therein  he  them  full  faire  did  entertaine 

Not  with  such  forged  showes,  as  fitter  beene 

For  courting  fooles  that  curtesies  would  faine 

But  with  entire  affection  and  appearaunce  plaine. 

Yet  was  their  fare  but  homely,  such  as  hee  39 

Did  use  his  feeble  body  to  sustaine ; 

The  which  full  gladly  uiey  did  take  in  glee, 

Such  as  it  was«  ne  did  of  want  complaine, 

But,  being  well  suffiz*d,  them  rested  faine : 

But  fair  Serene  all  night  could  take  no  rest, 

Ne  yet  that  gentle  squire,  for  ^evous  paine 

Of  their  late  woundes,  the  which  the  blatant  hesat  [creast. 

Had  given  them,  whose  griefe  through  sufGraunce  sore  in- 

So  all  that  night  they  past  in  great  disease,  40 

Till  that  the  morning,  bringing  earely  light 

To  guide  mens  labours,  brought  them  also  ease. 

And  some  asswagement  of  their  painfull  plight. 

Then  up  they  rose,  and  gan  themselves  to  dight 

Unto  their  ioumey ;  but  that  squire  and  diume 

So  faint  and  feeble  were,  that  tney  ne  might 

Endure  to  travell,  nor  one  foote  to  frame:         [were  lame. 

Their  hearts  were  sicke;  their  sides  were  sore;  their  feete 

Therefore  the  prince,  whom  great  affaires  in  mynd  41 

Would  not  permit  to  make  there  lenger  stay. 

Was  forced  there  to  leave  them  both  behynd 

In  that  good  hermits  charge,  whom  he  did  pray 

To  tend  them  well :  So  forth  he  went  his  way. 

And  with  him  eke  the  salvage  (that  whyleare 

Seeing  his  royal  usage  and  array 

Was  greatly  growne  in  love  of  that  brave  pere) 

Would  needes  depart ;  as  shall  dedared  be  elsewhere. 
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CANTO  VL 

Tb«  hemilte  healet  both  Bqaire  and  daBie 

Of  their  aore  maladies : 
Be  Tnrpine  doth  defeato  and  ifaanM 

For  his  late  TiUaaiet. 

No  wound,  which  warlike  haod  of  enemy  } 

Inflicts  with  dint  of  sword,  so  sore  doth  light 

As  doth  the  poysnous  sting,  which  infamy 

Infizeth  in  the  name  of  noble  wi^ht : 

For,  by  no  art  nor  any  leaches  might, 

It  ever  can  recured  be  againe ; 

Ne  all  the  skill,  wluch  that  immortall  spright 

Of  Podalyrius  did  in  it  retaine. 

Can  remedy  sooh  hurts ;  such  hurts  are  hellish  paine. 

Such  were  the  wounds  the  which  that  blatant  beast  3 

Made  in  the  bodies  of  that  squire  and  dame ; 

And,  being  such,  were  now  much  more  increast? 

For  want  of  taking  heede  unto  the  same, 

That  now  corrupt  and  curelesse  they  became : 

Howbe  that  careful!  hermite  did  his  best, 

With  many  kindes  of  medicines  meete,  to  tame 

The  po3r8nous  humour  which  did  most  infest 

Their  rancklisg  wounds,  and  every  day  them  doelj  drest. 

For  he  right  well  in  leaehes  craft  was  seene ;  8 

And,  through  the  long  experience  of  his  dayes. 

Which  had  in  many  fortunes  tossed  beene 

And  past  through  many  perillous  assayes, 

He  knew  the  diverse  went  of  mortall  wayes, 

And  in  the  mindes  of  men  had  great  insight ; 

Which  with  sage  oounsell,  when  they  went  astray. 

He  could  enforme,  and  them  reduce  aright ; 

And  all  ^e  passions  heale,  whieh  wound  the  weaker  spriglit. 

For  whylome  he  had  bene  a  doughty  knight,  4 

As  any  one  that  lived  in  his  dales. 

And  proved  oft  in  many  perillons  fight. 

In  which  he  grace  and  gkry  wonne  alwaies, 

And  in  all  battels  bore  away  the  baies : 

But  being  now  attacht  ^  ith  timely  age, 

And  weary  of  this  worlds  unquiet  waies. 

He  tooke  bimselle  tmto  this  hermitage, 

In  which  he  liv'd  alone,  like  carelease  bird  m.  e^ge. 


y  Google 


THK  FAXBIB  QUXBNl*  703 

One  dajf  as  be  was  searohing  of  their  wounds,  5 

He  foand  that  they  had  festred  pririlj; 

And,  rancklinff  inward  with  unruly  stounds, 

The  inner  parts  now  ffan  to  putrify, 

That  quite  they  seem  d  past  helpe  ot* surgery; 

And  rather  needed  to  be  disoiphnde 

With  holesome  reede  of  sad  sobriety. 

To  rule  the  stubborne  nee  of  passion  blinde: 

Cfive  Molve  to  every  eare,  hui  oounsell  to  ike  nUnde. 

So,  taking  them  apart  into  his  cell,  ^ 

He  to  that  point  nt  speaehee  gan  to  frame. 

As  he  the  art  of  words  knew  wondrous  well. 

And  eke  could  doe  as  well  as  say  the  same; 

And  thus  he  to  them  sayd;  "  Faire  daughter  dame. 

And  you,  faire  sonne,  which  here  thus  long  now  lie 

In  piteous  languor  since  ye  hither  came; 

In  vaine  of  me  ye  hope  for  romedie. 

And  I  likewise  in  yaine  doe  salyes  to  you  applies 

"  For  in  yourselfe  your  onely  helpe  doth  lie 

To  heale  yourselves,  and  must  proceed  alone 

From  your  owne  will  to  cure  your  maladie. 

Who  can  him  cure  that  will  be  cur'd  of  noneP 

If  therefore  health  ye  seeke,  observe  this  one: 

First  leame  your  outward  senses  to  refraine 

From  things  that  stirre  up  fraile  affection; 

Your  eies,  your  eares,  your  tongue,  your  talk  restraine 

From  that  they  most  aneot,  and  in  due  termes  contaiae. 

''  For  from  those  outward  senoes,  ill  affected*  8 

The  seede  of  all  this  evill  first  doth  spring. 

Which  at  ibe  first,  before  it  had  infected. 

Mote  easie  be  supprest  with  little  thing : 

But,  being  growen  strong,  it  forth  doth  bring 

Sorrow,  and  anguish,  and  impatient  ]^aiae. 

In  th' inner  parts;  and  lastly,  scattering  , 

Contagious  poyson  close  through  every  vaine. 

It  never  rests  till  it  have  wrought  his  nnaU  baoew 

"For  that  beastes  teeth,  which  woonded yon iofbre^         9 

Are  so  exceeding  venemous  and  keene. 

Made  all  of  rusty  ^rron  ranckling  sore, 

That,  where  they  bite,  it  booteth  not  to  weens 

With  salve,  or  antidote,  or  other  mene. 

It  ever  to  amend :  ne  marvaile  ought ; 

For  that  same  beast  was  bred  of  hellish  sferene^ 

And  long  in  darksome  stygian  den  upbrought. 

Begot  of  fottb  Echidna,  as  in  bookes  is  taaghL 


y  Google 


701  THB  FAEBIB  QUEBKB. 

'*  Ecliidna  is  a  monster  direfull  dred,  10 

Whom  gods  doe  hate,  and  heavens  abhor  to  see ; 

So  hideous  is  her  shape,  so  huge  her  hed, 

That  even  the  hellish  fiends  affrighted  bee 

At  siffht  thereof,  and  from  her  presence  flee : 

Yet  Old  her  face  and  former  parts  professe 

A  faire  youn^  mayden,  full  ot  comely  glee ; 

But  all  ner  hinder  parts  did  plaine  expresse 

A  monstrous  dragon*  full  of  fearfull  uglinease. 

"  To  her  the  gods,  for  her  so  dreadftill  face.  U 

In  fearefull  darknesse,  furthest  from  the  skie 

And  from  the  earth,  appointed  have  her  place 

Mon^t  rocks  and  caves,  where  she  enrold  doth  lie 

In  hideous  horrour  and  obscurity. 

Wasting  the  strength  of  her  immortall  age : 

There  did  Typhaon  with  her  company; 

Cruell  TVphaon,  whose  tempestuous  rage 

Makes  th  heavens  tremble  oft,  and  him  with  vowes  asswa^. 

"  Of  that  commixtion  they  did  then  beget  li 

This  hellish  dog,  that  hignt  the  blatant  beast ; 

A  wicked  monster,  that  nis  tongue  dotii  whet 

Gainst  all,  both  good  and  bad,  both  most  and  least. 

And  pours  his  poysnous  gall  forth  to  infest 

The  noblest  wights  with  notable  defame; 

Ne  ever  knight  that  bore  so  lofty  creast^ 

Ne  ever  lady  of  so  honest  name. 

But  he  them  spotted  with  reproch,  or  secrete  shame* 

"  In  vame  therefore  it  were  with  medicine  13 

To  goe  about  to  salve  such  kind  of  sore. 

That  rather  needes  wise  read  and  discipline 

Then  outward  salves  that  may  augment  it  more.** 

"  Aye  me !"  sayd  then  Serena,  siting  sore, 

"  What  hope  of  helpe  doth  then  for  us  remaine, 

If  that  no  salves  may  us  to  health  restore  !'* 

"  But  sith  we  need  good  counsell,"  sayd  the  swaine, 

"  Aread,  good  sire,  some  counsell  that  may  ub  BUBtaine."* 

"  The  best,"  sayd  he,  "  that  I  can  you  advize,  11 

Is,  to  avoide  th*  occasion  of  the  ill : 
For  when  the  cause,  whence  evill  doth  arize, 
Bemoyed  is,  th*  effect  surceaseth  still. 
Abstaine  from  pleasure,  and  restraine  your  will ; 
Subdue  desire,  and  bridle  loose  delight ; 
Use  scanted  diet,  and  forbeare  your  fill ; 
Shun  secresie,  and  talke  in  open  sight : 
o  ahall  you  soone  repaire  your  present  evill  plight.** 
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rhuB  havinff  sayd,  his  sickely  patients  15 

Did  ffladlj  hearken  to  his  grave  beheast, 

Ajid  kept  80  well  his  wise  commaundements, 

That  in  short  space  their  malady  was  ceast, 

incL  eke  the  biting  of  that  harmefull  beast 

iVa*  throughly  heal'd.    Tho  when  they  did  peroeavo 

rheir  wounds  recur*d,  and  forces  reincreast, 

Of  that  good  hermite  both  they  tooke  their  leave, 

Ajid  went  both  on  their  way,  ne  ech  would  other  leave : 

But  each  the  other  vow'd  t*  accompany:  16 

The  lady,  for  that  she  was  much  in  dred, 

Now  left  alone  in  great  extremity; 

The  Bouire,  for  that  he  courteous  was  indeed. 

Would  not  her  leave  alone  in  her  great  need. 

So  both  together  traveld,  till  they  met 

With  a  faire  mayden  clad  in  mourning  weed. 

Upon  a  mangy  iade  unmeetely  set, 

And  a  lewd  Ibole  her  leading  thorough  dry  and  wet 

But  by  what  meanes  that  shame  to  her  befell,  17 

And  how  thereof  herselfe  she  did  acquite, 

I  must  awhile  forbeare  to  you  to  tell ; 

Till  that,  as  comes  by  course,  I  doe  recite 

What  fortune  to  the  Briton  prince  did  lite, 

Pursuing  that  proud  knight,  the  which  whileare 

Wrouffht  to  Sir  Calepine  so  foule  despight; 

And  eke  his  ladv,  though  she  sickly  were. 

So  lewdly  had  abusde,  as  ye  did  lately  heare. 

Hie  prince,  according  to  former  token,  18 

Which  faire  Serena  to  him  delivered  had, 

Pursu'd  hini  streight;  in  mind  to  bene  ywroken 

Of  all  the  vile  demeane  and  usage  bad, 

Wit^  which  he  had  those  two  so  ill  beetad : 

Ne  wight  with  him  on  that  adventure  went. 

But  tlmt  wylde  man ;  whom  though  he  oft  forbad, 

Yet  for  no  bidding,  nor  for  being  shent. 

Would  he  restrained  be  from  his  attendement. 

Arriving  there,  as  did  by  chaunce  befall,  19 

He  found  the  gate  wyde  ope,  and  in  he  rode, 

Ne  stayd,  till  tnat  he  came  into  the  hdl ; 

Where  soft  dismounting,  like  a  weary  lode, 

Upon  the  around  with  feeble  feete  he  trode. 

As  he  unable  were  for  very  neede 

To  move  one  foote,  but  there  must  make  abode ; 

The  whyles  the  salvage  man  did  take  his  steede 

And  in  fome  stable  neare  did  set  him  up  to  ieede. 
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Ere  long  to  him  a  homely  groome  there  came,  % 

That  in  rude  wise  him  aakeid  what  he  was. 

That  durst  so  boldly,  without  let  or  shame 

Into  his  lords  forbidden  hall  to  passe : 

To  whom  the  prince,  him  fayning  to  embase, 

Mylde  answer  made,  he  was  an  errant  knight. 

The  which  was  fall'n  into  this  feeble  case 

Through  many  wounds,  which  lately  he  in  fit^ht 

Beceived  had,  and  prayd  to  pitty  his  ill  plight. 

But  he,  the  more  outrageous  and  bold  SI 

Stemely  did  bid  him  quickely  thence  avannt. 

Or  deare  aby;  for  why  P  his  lord  of  old 

Did  hate  all  errant  knights  which  there  did  haunts 

l^e  lodging  would  to  any  of  them  graunt ; 

And  therefore  lightly  bad  him  packe  away, 

I^ot  sparing  him  with  bitter  words  to  taunt ; 

And  tnerewithall  rude  hand  on  him  did  lay, 

To  thrust  him  out  of  dore  doing  his  worst  assay. 

Which  when  the  salvage  ccnnming  now  in  place  2: 

Beheld,  eflsoones  he  all  enraged  grew. 

And,  running  strei^ht  upon  that  yiUaine  base, 

Like  a  fell  lion  at  mm  fiercely  flew, 

And  with  his  teeth  and  nailes,  in  present  yew, 

Him  rudely  rent  and  all  to  peeoes  tore ; 

So  miserablr  him  all  helpelesse  slew, 

That  with  the  noise,  whilest  he  did  loudly  lore,  . 

The  people.of  the  house  rose  forth  in  gr^  uprore. 

"Who  when  on  ground  ther  taw  their  fellow  slaixie^  S 

And  that  same  Knight  and  salvage  standing  by. 

Upon  them  two  tiiey  fell  with  might  and  maine 

And  on  them  layd  so  huge  and  horribly, 

As  if  thev  would  have  slaine  them  presently: 

But  the  bold  prince  defended  him  so  well. 

And  their  assault  withstood  so  mightily. 

That,  maugre  all  their  might,  he  did  repell 

And  beat  them  back,  whi&t  many  underneath  him  feU. 

Yet  he  them  still  so  sharpely  did  ;,'ursew,  94 

That  few  of  them  he  left  alive,  whidi  fled. 

Those  evill  tidings  to  their  lord  to  shew: 

Who,  heariL^  liaw  his  people  badly  sped. 

Came  forth  in  hast ;  where  whenas  with  the  dead 

He  saw  the  ground  all  strow'd,  and  that  same  knigkt 

And  salvage  with  their  bloud  nresh  steeming  red. 

He  woxe  nigh  mad  with  wrath  and  fell  despight, 

And  with  reproachMl  words  him  t^us  beq^e  on  bight 


y  Google 


THl  FABBIB  QUBBHB.  707 

Art  thou  he,  traytor,  that  with  trea8<m  yile  25 

ast  slaine  my  men  in  this  nnmanly  maner, 

nd  now  tridmpheBt  in  the  piteous  spoile 

f  these  poore  folk,  whose  soolee  with  black  dishonor 

nd  foule  defame  doe  decke  thv  bloudy  baner  ? 

be  meede  whereof  shall  shortly  be  thv  shame, 

nd  wretched  end  which  still  attendetn  on  her." 

iith  that  himselfe  to  battell  he  did  frame : 

3  did  his  forty  yeomen,  which  there  with  nim  came. 

iTith  dreadf oil  force  they  all  did  him  aasaile,  20 

nd  round  about  with  boystrous  strokes  oppresse, 

hat  on  his  shield  did  rattle  like  to  haile 

a  a  gpreat  tempest ;  that  in  such  distresse 

[e  wist  not  to  which  side  him  to  addresse : 

jid  evermore  that  craven  cowherd  knight 

VoB  at  his  backe  with  heartlesse  heedineese, 

Vayting  if  he  unwares  him  murther  might: 

'or  oowardize  doth  still  in  villany  delight 

thereof  whenas  the  prince  was  well  aware,  27 

le  to  him  tumd  with  furious  intent, 

ind  him  against  his  powre  gan  to  prepare ; 

ike  a  fierce  bull,  that  being  busie  oent 

?o  fight  with  many  foes  about  him  ment, 

!*eelmg  some  curre  behinde  his  heeles  to  bite, 

?umes  him  about  with  fell  avengement : 

to  iDcewise  tumde  the  prince  unon  the  knight, 

Lnd  layd  at  him  amaine  with  all  his  will  and  might 

Yho,  when  he  once  his  dreadfull  strokes  had  tasted        ^ 

)urst  not  the  fdrie  of  his  force  abvde, 

}ut  tum*d  abacke,  and  to  retyre  him  hasted 

rhrouffh  the  thick  prease,  there  thinking  him  to  hyde  t 

3ut,  when  the  prince  had  once  him  plainely  eyde, 

le  foot  by  foot  him  followed  alwav, 

^e  would  him  suffer  once  to  shrinke  asvde ; 

3ut,  ioyning  close,  huge  lode  at  him  did  lay; 

iVho  flying  still  did  ward,  and  warding  fly  away. 

But,  when  his  foe  he  still  so  eger  saw,  20 

Jnto  his  heeles  himselfe  he  did  betake, 
Soping  nnto  some  refuge  to  withdraw: 
^e  would  the  prince  him  ever  foot  forsake 
Whereso  he  went,  but  after  him  did  make. 
Ee  fled  firom  roome  to  roome,  bom  place  to  place, 
Whjrlest  every  ioynt  for  dread  of  death  did  quake, 
Still  looking  after  him  that  did  him  chase ; 
rhat  made  nim  evermore  increase  his  speedie  pace. 
s«  2 
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At  last  he  up  into  the  chamber  came  I 

"VMiereas  his  love  was  sitting  all  alone, 

Waytincr  what  tydings  of  her  folke  became. 

There  did  the  prince  hina  OTcrtake  anone 

Crying  in  vaine  to  her  him  to  bemone ; 

And  with  his  sword  him  on  the  head  did  smyte. 

That  to  the  ground  he  fell  in  senselesse  swone : 

Yet,  whether  thwart  or  flatly  it  did  lyte. 

The  tempred  Steele  did  not  mto  his  brayneiian  byte. 

Which  when  the  ladie  saw,  with  great  afiriijjit  .T 

She  starting  np  began  to  shrieke  aloud ; 

And,  with  her  garment  coTcring  him  from  sigbt, 

Seem'd  under  her  protection  him  to  shroud; 

And,  falling  lowly  at  his  feet,  her  bowd 

Upon  her  knee,  intreating  him  for  grace, 

And  often  him  besought,  and  prayd,  and  vowd ; 

That,  with  the  ruth  of  her  so  wretched  case, 

He  stayd  his  second  strooke  and  did  his  hand  abase. 

Her  weed  she  then  withdrawing  did  him  discoTer  ;  i 

Who  now  come  to  himselfe  yet  would  not  rize. 

But  still  did  lie  as  dead,  and  quake,  and  quiver. 

That  even  the  prince  his  baseness  did  despize. 

And  eke  his  dame,  him  seeing  in  such  guize, 

Gan  him  recomfort  and  from  ground  to  rearo : 

Who  rising  up  at  last  in  ghastly  wiee, 

like  troubled  ghost,  did  dreadfully  appeare, 

As  one  that  had  no  life  him  left  through  former  fear. 

Whom  when  the  prince  so  deadly  saw  dismayd,  35 

He  for  such  basenesse  shamefully  him  shent-, 

And  with  sharpe  words  did  bitterly  upbrayd ; 

"  Vile  cowheard  dogge,  now  doe  I  much  repent^ 

That  ever  I  this  life  unto  thee  lent. 

Whereof  thou  cay  tive  so  unworthie  art, 

ITiat  both  thy  love,  for  lacke  of  hardiment, 

And  eke  thyselfe  for  want  of  manl^f  hart. 

And  eke  all  knights  hast  shamed  with  this  knigbtlesse  part 

"  Yet  further  hast  thou  heaped  shame  to  shame,  3i 

And  crime  to  crime,  by  this  thy  cowheard  feare : 
For  first  it  was  to  thee  reprochfuU  blame, 
T'  erect  this  wicked  custome,  w  hich  I  heare 
Gainst  errant  knights  and  ladies  thou  dost  reare ; 
Whom  when  thou  mayst  thou  dost  of  arms  despoile^ 
Or  of  their  upper  garment  which  they  weare : 
Yet  doest  thou  not  with  manhood,  but  with  guile, 
Haintaine  this  evil  use,  thy  foes  thereby  to  ^ile. 
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A^nd  lastly,  in  approvance  of  thy  wroDg,  35 

>  shew  such  faintnesse  and  foule  cowardize 

fO'eatest  shame ;  for  oft  it  falles,  that  strong 
nd  valiant  knights  doe  rashly  enterprize 
ither  for  fame,  or  else  for  exercize, 

wrongfiill  quarrell  to  maintaine  by  fight ; 

3t  have  through  prowesse  and  their  brave  emprize 

at  ten  great  worship  in  this  worldes  sight : 

:>T  greater  force  there  needs  to  maintaine  wrong  then  right. 

Yet  since  thy  life  unto  this  ladie  fayre  30 

given  have,  live  in  reproch  and  scome  I 

e  ever  armes  ne  ever  Knighthood  dare 

[ence  to  professe ;  for  sh^e  is  to  adome 

if^ith  so  brave  badges  one  so  basely  borne; 

ut  onely  breath,  sith  that  I  did  forgive !" 

0  having  from  his  craven  bodie  tome 

hose  goodly  armes,  he  them  away  did  give, 

nd  onely  sufficed  him  this  wretched  life  to  Hve. 

here  whilest  he  thus  was  settling  thin^  above,  37 

twene  that  ladie  myld  and  recreant  knight, 

o  whom  his  life  he  graunted  for  her  love, 

[e  gan  bethinke  him  in  what  perilous  plight 

ie  had  behynd  him  left  that  salvage  wight 

mongst  so  man^  foes,  whom  sure  he  thought 

V  this  quite  slame  in  so  unequal  fight: 
lierefore  descending  backe  in  haste' he  sought 
r  yet  he  were  alive,  or  to  destruction  brought 

here  he  him  found  environed  about  33 

V'ith  slaughtred  bodies,  which  his  hand  had  slaine; 
.nd  laying  yet  afresh  with  courage  stout 
Tpon  the  rest  that  did  aUve  remame; 

V  hom  he  likewise  right  sorely  did  constraine, 
iike  scattred  sheepe  to  seeke  for  safetie," 
ifter  he  gotten  had  with  busie  paine 

)orae  of  tneir  weapons  which  thereby  did  lie, 

•Vith  which  he  layd  about,  and  made  them  fast  to  flic. 

^om  when  the  prince  so  felly  saw  to  rage,  39 

ipproaching  to  him  neare,  his  hand  he  stayd, 

\.na  sought,  by  making  si^es,  him  to  asswagc : 

Who  them  perceiving,  streijjht  to  him  obayd, 

Aj  to  his  lord,  and  downe  his  weapons  layd. 

As  if  he  long  had  to  his  beasts  bene  trayned. 

Thence  he  him  brought  away,  and  up  convayd 

Into  the  chamber,  where  that  dame  remayned 

With  her  unworthy  knight^  who  ill  him  entertayned. 
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Whom  when  the  Balvage  saw  firam  danngi^  free,  i 

Sitting  beside  hid  ladie  there  at  ease, 

He  well  remembred  that  the  same  was  hee. 

Which  lately  sought  his  lord  for  to  displeooe: 

Tho  all  in  rage  he  on  him  streight  did  seaze. 

As  if  he  would  in  peecee  him  have  rent ; 

And,  were  not  that  the  prince  did  him  appease^ 

He  had  not  left  one  limoe  of  him  unrent : 

Bat  streight  he  held  his  hand  at  his  commaandSniait. 

Thus  having  all  things  well  in  peace  orda^ecU  <^ 

The  prince  himselfe  there  all  that  night  did  rest ; 

Where  him  Blandina  fayrely  entertavned 

With  all  the  courteous  glee  and  goomy  feaat 

The  which  for  him  she  oould  imagine  best : 

For  well  she  knew  the  wayes  to  win  good  will 

Of  every  wight,  that  were  not  too  infest ; 

And  how  to  please  the  minds  of  good  and  ill,  [§ V^ 

Through  tempering  of  her  words  and  lookea  l^  woboix*. 

Yet  were  her  words  and  lookes  but  false  and  fkyaed,      t 

To  some  hid  end  to  make  more  easie  way, 

Or  to  allure  such  fondlings  whom  she  trayned 

Into  her  trap  unto  their  owne  decay : 

Thereto,  when  needed,  she  could  weepe  and  pray. 

And  when  her  listed  she  could  fawne  and  flati^r; 

Now  smyling  smoothly  Hke  to  sommers  day, 

I^ow  glooming  sadly,  Sb  to  choke  her  matter ; 

Yet  were  her  words  but  wynd,  and  all  her  tean  but 


Whether  such  grace  were  given  her  by  kynd. 

As  women  wont  their  guilefull  wits  to  guyde ; 

Or  leamd  the  art  to  please,  I  doe  not  fynd : 

This  well  I  wote,  that  she  so  well  apply de 

Her  pleasing  tongue,  that  soon  shepacifyde 

The  ^Tathfull  prince,  and  wrought  her  husbands  peace: 

Who  nathelesse,  not  therewith  satisfyde. 

His  rancorous  despight  did  not  releasse, 

Ke  secretly  from  thought  of  fell  revenge  anroeane : 

For  all  that  night,  the  whylee  the  prince  did  rest 

In  carelesse  couch  not  weeting  what  was  ment^ 

He  watcht  in  close  awa;H^  with  weapons  prest, 

Wilhng  to  worke  his  villenous  intent. 

On  him,  that  had  so  shamefully  him  shent : 

Yet  durst  he  not  for  very  cowardize 

Effect  the  same,  whylest  all  the  night  was  spent. 

The  morrow  next  the  prince  did  eimy  rize. 

And  passed  forth  to  follow  his  £iBt  enterprise. 
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Torpliie  is  bftflbld ;  his  two  knigliti 
Doe  gaine  their  treatOM  meed. 

Fa/re  Hirabellaee  punishment 
For  lores  disdains  decreed. 

[JtKS  as  the  grentle  hart  itselfe  bewiajres 

[n  doing  sentle  deedes  with  franke  delighty 

B)yen  so  the  baser  mind  itselfe  displaces 

[n  canored  malice  and  reyeDgeiiill  spight : 

For  to  maligne,  t'  envie,  fuse  shifting  slight, 

Be  arffuments  of  a  vile  donghill  mind ; 

Whien,  what  it  dare  not  doe  by  open  might, 

To  worke  by  wicked  treason  wayes  doth  nad. 

By  such  discourteous  deeds  discoyering  his  base  kind. 

That  well  appears  in  this  discourteous  knight, 

The  cowara  Turpine,  whereof  now  I  treat; 

Who  notwithstanding  that  in  former  fight 

He  of  the  prince  his  life  received  late. 

Yet  in  his  mind  maliiious  and  iugrate 

He  gan  derize  to  be  aveng'd  anew 

For  all  that  shame,  which  kindled  inward  hate: 

Therefore,  so  soone  as  he  was  out  of  vew^ 

Himselfe  in  hast  he  arm*d,  and  did  him  fast  pursew. 

Well  did  he  tract  his  steps  as  he  did  ryde, 

Yet  would  not  neare  approch  in  daungers  ^e, 

But  kept  aloofe  for  dreiiid  to  be  descryde, 

TJntill  nt  time  and  place  he  mote  espy, 

Where  he  mote  worke  him  scath  and  villeny. 

At  last  he  met  two  knights  to  him  xmknowne, 

The  which  were  armed  both  agreeably. 

And  both  combynd,  whatever  ohaunce  were  blowne. 

Betwuct  them  to  divide  and  each  to  make  his  owne. 

To  whom  false  Turpine  oommin^  courteously, 

To  doke  the  mischiefe  which  he  mly  ment, 

Gkm  to  complaine  of  ^^eat  disoourtesie. 

Which  a  straunge  knight,  that  neare  afore  him  went, 

Had  doen  to  him,  and  his  deare  ladie  shent ; 

Which  if  they  would  afford  him  ayde  at  need 

For  to  avenge  in  time  convenient, 

Thcnr  should  accomplish  both  a  knightly  deed. 

And  for  IheirpaiBM  obtain*  ^  him  a  goodly  meed. 
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The  knights  beleev'd  that  all  he  sayd  was  trew; 

And,  being  fresh  and  Ml  of  youthly  spright. 

Were  glad  to  heare  of  that  adventure  new. 

In  which  thej  mote  make  trial!  of  their  might 

Which  never  yet  they  had  approv'd  in  fight. 

And  eke  desirous  of  the  ofired  meed : 

Said  then  the  one  of  them ;  "  Where  is  that  wigrht. 

The  which  hath  doen  to  thee  this  wrongfull  de  d. 

That  we  may  it  avenge,  and  punish  him  with  speed?** 

'  He  rides,"  said  Turpine,  "  there  not  farre  afore. 
With  a  wyld  man  soft  footing  by  his  syde; 
That,  if  ye  list  to  haste  a  litle  more. 
Ye  may  nim  overtake  in  timely  tyde." 
Eflsoones  they  pricked  forth  with  forward  pride  ; 
And,  ere  that  litle  while  they  ridden  had. 
The  jD^ntle  prince  not  farre  away  they  spyde, 
S,ydmg  a  soAJy  pace  with  portance  sad, 
Devizing  of  his  love  more  then  of  daunger  drad. 

Then  one  of  them  aloud  unto  him  cryde,  ; 

Bidding  him  tume  againe;  **  False  tray  tour  knight, 
Foule  woman-wronger !"— for  he  him  defyde. 
With  that  they  both  at  once  with  equall  spight 
Did  bend  their  speares,  and  both  with  equall  mu^lit 
Against  him  ran ;  but  th*  one  did  misse  his  marke. 
And  being  carried  with  his  force  forthright 
Glaunst  swiftly  by;  like  to  that  heavenly  sparke. 
Which  glyding  through  the  ayre  lights  all  the  heaFens  dark; 

But  th'  other,  ayming  better,  did  him  smite  S 

Full  in  the  shield  with  so  impetuous  powre. 

That  all  his  launoe  in  peeces  shivered  quite. 

And  scattered  all  about  fell  on  the  flowre : 

But  the  stout  prince  with  much  more  steddy  stowre 

Full  on  his  bever  did  him  strike  so  sore. 

That  the  cold  steel  through  piercing  did  devowre 

His  vitall  breath,  and  to  the  ground  him  bore. 

Where  still  he  bathed  lay  in  Bs  own  bloody  gore. 

As  when  a  cast  of /aulcons  make  their  flight  g 

At  an  hemeshaw,  that  lyes  aloft  on  wing. 

The  whyles  they  strike  at  him  with  heediesse  miglit. 

The  warie  foule  his  bill  doth  backward  wring ; 

On  which  the  first,  whose  force  her  first  doth  brin^, 

Herselfe  quite  through  the  bodie  doth  engore. 

And  falleth  downe  to  ground  hke  senselesse  thing ; 

But  th'  other,  not  so  swift  as  she  befoi-e, 

Fayles  of  her  souse,  and  passing  by  doth  hurt  no  more. 
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W  this  the  other,  which  was  passed  br,  10 

limselfo  recovering,  was  retorn'd  to  nsht; 

Vhere  when  he  saw  his  fellow  lifelesse Ij, 

le  much  was  daunted  of  so  dismal  sight ; 

fet,  nought  abating  of  his  former  spight, 

jet  drive  at  him  with  so  malitious  mynd, 

Is  if  he  would  have  passed  through  him  quight: 

)ut  the  steele-head  no  stedfast  h<^d  oould  fynd, 

3ut  glauncing  by  deceiv'd  him  of  that  he  desjnd. 

S"ot  so  the  prince;  for  his  well-learned  speare  11 

Cooke  surer  hould,  and  from  his  horses  backe 

^bove  a  launces  length  him  forth  did  beare, 

A.nd  gainst  the  cold  hard  earth  so  sore  him  strake, 

That  all  his  bones  in  peeces  nigh  he  brake, 

Wliere  s-eing  him  so  lie,  he  left  his  steed, 

A.nd,  to  him  leaping,  vengeance  thought  to  take 

Of  him,  for  all  his  former  folhes  meed. 

With  flaming  sword  in  hand  his  terror  more  to  breed. 

rhe  fearefuU  swajne  beholding  death  so  nie  12 

Gryde  out  aloud,  for  mercie,  hun  to  save ; 

In  lieu  whereof  he  would  to  him  descrie 

Great  treason  to  him  meant,  his  Ufe  to  reave. 

The  prince  soone  hearkned,  and  his  life  forgave. 

Then  thus  said  he :  '*  There  is  a  straunger  knight, 

The  which,  for  promise  of  great  meed,  us  drave 

To  this  attempt,  to  wreake  his  hid  despi^ht. 

For  that  himselfe  thereto  did  want  sumcient  might" 

The  prince  much  mused  at  such  villenie,  13 

And  sayd :  "  Now  sure  ye  well  have  eam'd  your  meed ; 

For  th'  one  is  dead,  and  th'  other  soone  shall  die, 

XJnlesse  to  me  thou  hither  bring  with  speed 

The  wretch  that  hyr'd  vou  to  this  wicked  deed.** 

He  glad  of  life,  and  willing  eke  to  wreake 

The  guilt  on  him  which  did  this  mischiefe  breed, 

Swore  by  his  sword,  that  neither  day  nor  weeke 

He  would  surceasse,  but  him  whereso  he  were  would  seeke. 

So  up  he  rose,  and  forth  streightway  he  went  14 

Backe  to  the  place  where  Turpine  late  he  lore ; 

There  he  him  found  in  great  astonishment, 

To  see  him  so  bedight  with  bloodie  gore 

And  griesly  wounds,  that  him  appalled  sore. 

Yet  thus  at  length  he  said ;  *'  How  now,  sir  knight, 

What  meaneth  this  which  here  I  see  before  P 

How  fortuneth  this  foule  uncomely  phght, 

So  di£ferent  from  that  which  earst  ye  seem'din  sight?" 
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"Perdie,*'8aidhe,  "  in  evill  home  it  fell,  £ 

That  ever  I  for  meed  did  undertake 

So  hard  a  taske  as  life  for  hyre  to  sell; 

The  which  I  earst  adyentur'd  for  your  sake ; 

Witnesse  the  wounds,  and  this  wide  bloudie  lake, 

Which  ye  may  sec  yet  all  about  me  steeme. 

Therefore  now  yeeld,  as  ye  did  promise  make. 

My  due  reward,  the  which  right  well  I  deeme 

I  yearned  have,  that  life  so  <&urely  did  rede^ne.** 

**  But  where  then  is,"  quoth  he  halfe  wrothfull j,  IT 

'*  Where  is  the  bootie,  which  therefore  I  bought. 

That  cursed  caytive,  my  strong  enemy, 

That  recreant  knight,  whose  hated  lire  I  sought  P 

And  where  is  eke  .your  friend  which  halfe  it  ought  P^ 

"He  lyes,"  said  he,  "upon  the  eold  baregrouncL 

Slayne  of  that  errant  knight  with  whom  he  fou^t ; 

Whom  afterwards  myselie  with  manjr  a  wound 

Did  slay  againe,  as  ye  may  see  there  in  the  stoond.'* 

Thereof  false  Turpin  was  full  glad  and  ftine,  IT 

And  needs  with  lum  streight  to  the  place  would  ryde. 

Where  he  himselfe  might  see  his  foeman  slaine ; 

For  else  his  feare  could  not  be  satisfyde. 

So,  as  Uiey  rode,  he  saw  the  way  all  dyde 

With  streames  of  bloud ;  which  tracting  by  the  trailer 

Ere  long  they  came,  whenas  in  evill  tyde 

That  other  swayne,  like  ashes  deadly  pale, 

Lay  in  the  lap  of  death,  rewing  his  wrctched  bale. 

Much  did  the  crayen  seeme  to  mone  his  ease,  IS 

That  for  his  sake  his  deare  life  had  forgone; 

And,  him  bewayling  with  affection  base. 

Did  coxmti  rfeit  kind  pit  tie  where  was  none : 

For  Where's  no  courage,  there's  no  ruth  nor  mono. 

Thence  passing  forth,  not  farre  away  he  found 

Whereas  the  prince  himselfe  lay  all  alone, 

Loosely  displayd  upon  the  grassie  ground, 

Possessed  of  sweete  sleepe  that  luld  him  soft  in  swonnd. 

Wearie  of  trayell  in  his  former  ^f^  I) 

He  there  in  shade  himselfe  had  layd  to  rest. 

Haying  his  armes  aud  warlike  things  undignt, 

Fearelesse  of  foes  that  mote  his  peace  molest ; 

The  whyles  his  salyage  page,  that  wont  be  prest. 

Was  wandred  in  the  wood  another  way. 

To  doe  some  thing,  that  seemed  to  him  best; 

The  whiles  his  lord  in  siiyer  slomber  lay. 

Like  to  the  eyening  starre  adom'd  with  aea;w7  ray^ 
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niom  whenas  Turpin  saw  so  loosely  layd,  20 

[e  weened  well  that  he  indeed  was  dead, 

iike  as  that  other  knight  to  him  had  sayd : 

)ut,  when  he  nigh  approoht,  he  mote  aread 

?laine  8i(;;:ne8  in  nim  of  life  and  livelihead. 

^Vliereat  much  grier'd  against  that  straunger  knight. 

Chat  him  too  light  of  credence  did  misleacC 

Se  would  have  Dacke  retyred  from  that  sight, 

rhat  was  to  him  on  earth  the  deadliest  despight 

But  that  same  knight  would  not  once  let  him  start :        21 

But  nlainelj;  gan  to  him  declare  the  case 

Of  all  his  mischiefe  and  late  luckleese  smart; 

How  both  he  and  his  fellow  there  in  place 

Were  yanouished,  and  put  to  foule  disgraoe; 

And  how  that  he,  in  lieu  of  life  him  lent, 

Had  vow*d  unto  the  victor,  him  to  trace 

And  follow  throuffh  the  world  whereso  he  went, 

Till  that  he  him  aehyered  to  his  punishment. 

He,  therewith  much  abashed  and  afifrayd  22 

Began  to  tremble  every  Umbe  and  yaine ; 
And,  sofUy  whispering  him,  entirely  prayd 
T'  advize  him  better  then  by  such  a  traine 

Him  to  betray  unto  a  straunger  swaine ; 

Yet  rather  counseld  him  contrdrywize, 

Sith  he  likewise  did  wrong  by  hun  sustaine, 

To  ioyne  with  him  and  vengeance  to  devize, 

'Whylest  time  did  offer  meanes  him  sleeping  to  surprize. 

Nathelesse,  for  all  his  speach,  the  gentle  knight  23 

Would  not  be  tempted  to  such  viHenie, 

Segarding  more  his  faith  which  he  did  plight, 

All  were  it  to  his  mortall  enemie, 

Then  to  entrap  him  by  false  treacherie : 

Great  shame  in  lieges  blood  to  be  embrew'd! 

Thus  whylest  they  were  debating  diverslie. 

The  salvage  forth  out  of  the  wood  issew'd 

Backs  to  me  place,  whereas  his  lord  he  sleeping  vew'd. 

There  when  he  saw  those  two  so  neare  him  stand,  24 

He  donhted  much  what  mote  their  meaning  bee ; 

And,  throwing  downe  his  load  out  of  his  hand, 

(To  weet,  ^at  store  of  forrest  frute  which  hee 

Had  for  his  food  late  gathered  from  the  tree,) 

Himselfe  unto  his  weapon  he  betooke. 

That  was  an  oaken  plant,  which  lately  hee 

Bent  hv  the  root :  which  he  so  sternly  shooke. 

That  hie  an  hazell  wand  it  quivered  and  quooke. 
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WHereat  the  prince  awakisfl:,  when  he  spyde  ^ 

The  traytour  Turpin  with  that  otiier  knight. 

He  started  up ;  and  snatching  neare  his  sjde 

His  trustie  sword,  the  servant  of  his  might, 

like  a  fell  lyon  leaped  to  him  light, 

And  his  left  hand  upon  his  collar  la^d. 

Therewith  the  cowheard,  deaded  with  afirighty 

Fell  flat  to  ground,  ne  word  unto  him  sayd, 

But,  holding  up  his  hands,  with  silence  mercie  pravJL 

But  he  so  full  of  indignation  was,  "^ 

That  to  his  prayer  nought  he  would  incline. 

But,  as  he  lay  upon  the  humbled  jrras. 

His  foot  he  set  on  his  vile  necke,  m  si^e 

Of  servile  yoke,  that  nobler  harts  repme. 

Then,  letting  him  arise  like  abiect  thrall. 

He  gan  to  him  obiect  his  haynous  crime. 

Ana  to  revile,  and  rate,  and  recreant  call. 

And  lastly  to  despoyle  of  knightly  banneralL 

And  after  aU,  for  greater  infamie,  ^ 

He  bv  the  heeles  him  hung  upon  a  tree, 

And  bafiuld  so,  that  all  which  passed  by 

The  picture  of  his  pu'iishment  might  see, 

i\nd  oy  the  like  ensample  warned  bee. 

However  they  through  treason  doe  tresptee. 

But  tume  we  now  backe  to  that  ladie  free, 

Whom  late  we  left  ryding  upon  an  asse. 

Led  by  a  carle  and  foole  which  by  her  side  did  passe. 

She  was  a  ladie  of  great  dignitie,  SS 

And  lifted  up  to  honorable  place. 

Famous  through  all  the  land  of  Faerie : 

Though  of  meane  parentage  and  kindred  base. 

Yet  deckt  with  wondrous  giftes  of  natures  graoe, 

That  all  men  did  her  person  much  admire, 

And  praise  the  feature  of  her  goodly  face; 

The  beames  whereof  did  kindle  lovely  fire 

In  th*  harts  of  many  a  knight,  and  many  a  gentle  squiie : 

But  she  thereof  grew  proud  and  insolent,  29 

That  none  she  worthie  thought  to  be  her  fere. 

But  scomd  them  all  that  love  unto  her  ment; 

Yet  was  she  lov*d  of  many  a  worthy  pere : 

Unworthy  she  to  be  belov'd  so  dere. 

That  could  not  weigh  of  worthinesse  aright: 

For  beautie  is  more  glorious  bright  and  clere. 

The  more  it  is  admir  d  of  many  a  wight. 

And  noblest  she  that  served  is  of  noblest  knight 
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tut  this  coy  damzell  thought  oontiMwizd,  80 

'hat  8uch  proud  looks  would  make  her  prayaed  more ; 

.nd  that,  the  more  she  did  all  love  despize, 

iie  more  would  wretched  lovers  her  aaore. 

What  cared  she  who  sighed  for  her  sore, 

►r  who  did  wayle  or  watch  the  wearie  night  P 

jet  them  that  list  their  lucklesse  lot  deplore ; 

>he  was  borne  free,  not  boimd  to  any  wight, 

bid  so  would  ever  live,  and  love  her  own  delight. 

lirough  such  her  stubbome  stilnesse  and  hard  hart,       31 

d^anv  a  wretch  for  want  of  remedie 

Did  languish  long  in  life-consuming  smart, 

Vnd  at  the  last  through  dreary  dolour  die : 

Wbylest  she,  the  ladie  of  her  libertie, 

Did  boast  her  beautie  had  such  soveraine  might. 

That  with  the  onely  twinckle  of  her  eye 

^he  could  or  save  or  spill  whom  she  would  hight : 

What  could  the  gods  doe  more,  but  doe  it  more  aright  P 

But  loe !  the  gods,  that  mortall  follies  vew,  32 

Did  worthily  revenge  this  maydens  pride ; 

^d,  nought  regarding  her  so  goodly  hew, 

Did  laugh  at  her  that  many  dia  deride, 

VVhUest  she  did  weepe,  of  no  man  mercifide: 

For  on  a  day.  when  Cupid  kept  his  court, 

A^  he  is  wont  at  each  Saint  Valentide, 

t^nto  the  which  all  lovers  doe  resort. 

That  of  their  loves  successe  they  there  may  make  report ; 

It  fortun*d  then,  that  when  the  roules  were  red,  33 

In  which  the  names  of  all  Loves  folke  were  fyled, 

That  many  there  were  missing ;  which  were  ded, 

Or  kept  in  bands,  or  from  their  loves  exyled, 

Or  bv  some  other  violence  despoyled. 

Which  whenas  Cupid  heard,  he  wexed  wroth ; 

And,  doubting  to  be  wronged  or  beguyled. 

He  bad  his  eyes  to  be  unblmdfold  both. 

That  he  might  see  his  men,  and  muster  them  by  oth. 

Then  found  he  many  missing  of  his  crew,  34 

Which  wont  doe  smt  and  service  to  his  might ; 

Of  whom  what  was  becomen  no  man  knew. 

Therefore  a  inrie  was  impaneld  streight 

X  enquire  of  them,  whether  by  force  or  sleight. 

Or  their  owne  guilt,  they  were  away  convayd : 

To  whom  foule  Infamie  and  fell  Despight 

Lz  ^Z!^***  *^*  ^^  ^^^  ^  betrayd 
And  murdred  croelly  by  a  rebellious  may  d. 
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Fayre  Mirabella  was  her  name,  wherebj  S 

Ofall  tiiose  crymes  she  there  indited  was : 

All  which  when  Cupid  heard,  he  by  and  by 

In  great  displeasure  wil'd  a  capias 

Should  issue  forth  t'attach  that  scomefull  lasse. 

The  warrant  straight  was  made,  and  therewithal! 

A  baylieffe  errant  forth  in  post  did  passe, 

"Whom  they  by  name  their  Portamore  did  call ; 

He  which  doth  summon  loyers  to  Lores  iudgemenfe  haXL 

The  damzell  was  attacht,  and  shortly  broo^t  Sfl 

Unto  the  barre  whereas  she  was  arrayned : 

But  she  thereto  noidd  plead,  nor  answere  ought. 

Even  for  stubbome  pride,  which  her  restrayned : 

So  iudgement  past,  as  is  by  law  ordayned 

In  cases  like;  which,  when  at  last  she  saw. 

Her  stubbome  hart,  which  love  before  disdayned. 

Gran  stoupe^  and,  falling  downe  with  humble  awe, 

Cryde  mercie,  to  abate  the  extremitie  of  law. 

The  Sonne  of  Venus,  who  is  myld  by  kyno^  37 

But  where  he  is  provdct  by  peeyishnesse. 

Unto  her  prajrers  piteously  endynd, 

And  did  the  rigour  of  his  doome  repretse ; 

Tet  not  BO  freely,  but  that  nathelesse 

He  unto  her  a  penance  did  impose. 

Which  was,  that  through  this  worlds  wyde  wildemes 

She  wander  should  in  companie  of  those. 

Till  she  had  sav'd  so  many  loves  as  she  did  lose. 

So  now  she  had  bene  wandring  two  whole  yeares  39 

Throughout  the  world,  in  this  imcomely  case, 

Wasting  her  goodly  hew  in  heavie  teaiis. 

And  her  good  dajes  in  dolorous  disgrace; 

Yet  had  she  not  m  all  these  two  yeares  spaoe 

Saved  but  two;  yet  in  two  veares  before. 

Through  her  dispiteous  pride,  whilest  love  lackt  place, 

She  had  destroyed  two  and  twentv  more. 

Ale  me,  how  could  her  love  make  halfe  amends  therefore! 

And  now  she  was  uppon  the  weaty  way,  39 

Whenas  the  gentle  squire,  with  faure  Serene* 

Met  her  in  such  misseeming  foule  array; 

The  whiles  that  mighty  man  did  her  demeane 

With  all  the  evill  termes  and  cruell  meane 

That  he  could  make;  and  eeke  that  angiy  foole 

Which  followed  her,  with  cursed  hands  uncleane 

Whipping  her  horse,  did  with  his  smarting  toole 

Oft  whip  ner  daintie  selfe,  and  much  augment  her  dooltu 
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Se  onght  it  mote  araile  her  to  entreat  43 

The  one  or  th'  other  better  her  to  use ; 

For  both  so  wilfull  were  and  obstinate 

That  all  her  piteous  plaint  they  did  refuse, 

And  rather  aid  the  more  her  beate  and  bruse : 

But  most  the  former  villaine,  which  did  lead 

Her  tyrelinff  iade,  was  bent  her  to  abuse ; 

Who,  thouifn  she  were  with  wearinesse  nigh  dead. 

Yet  would  not  let  her  lite,  nor  rest  a  little  stead : 

For  he  was  steme  and  terrible  hv  nature,  41 

And  eeke  of  person  huge  and  hideous, 

Exceeding  much  the  measure  of  man's  stature, 

And  rather  hke  a  fijant  monstruous : 

For  sooth  he  was  descended  of  the  hous 

Of  those  old  gyants,  which  did  warres  darraine 

Against  the  heaven  in  order  battailous; 

And  sib  to  great  Orgolio,  which  was  slaine 

By  Arthure,  whenas  Unas  knight  he  did  maintaina. 

His  lookes  were  dreadfull,  and  his  fiery  eies,  43 

Like  two  great  beacons,  glared  bright  and  wyde, 

Glauncing  askew,  as  if  nis  enemies 

He  scorned  in  his  orerweening  pryde ; 

And  stalking  stately,  like  a  crane,  did  stryde, 

At  CTenr  step  uppon  the  tiptoes  hie; 

And,  all  the  way  ne  went,  on  every  syde 

He  gazed  about  and  stared  horribue. 

As  if  he  with  his  lookes  would  all  men  terrifie. 

He  wore  no  armour,  ne  for  none  did  care,  43 

As  no  whit  dreading  any  living  wight; 

But  in  a  iacket,  quilted  richly  rare 

Upon  cheoklaton,  he  was  straungel^  dighti 

And  on  his  head  a  roll  of  linnen  phght, 

Like  to  the  Mores  of  Malaber,  he  wore. 

With  which  his  locks,  as  blacks  as  pitchy  nighty 

Were  bound  about,  and  voyded  from  before ; 

And  in  his  hand  a  mighty  yron  dub  he  bore. 

This  was  Disdaine,  who  led  that  ladies  horse  44 

Through  thick  and  thin,  through  mountains  and  through 

Compelling  her,  where  she  would  not,  by  force,       [plains. 

Haling  her  palfrey  by  the  hempen  raines : 

But  that  same  foole,  which  most  increast  her  paines. 

Was  Scome ;  who,  having  in  his  hand  a  whip, 

Her  therewith  yirks ;  and  still,  when  she  comj^lamet, 

The  more  he  laughes,  and  does  her  doselv  quip. 

To  see  her  sore  lament^  imd  bite  her  tender  lip. 
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Wbose  croell  liandling  when  that  squire  beheld,  € 

And  saw  those  villaines  her  so  vildely  use. 

His  gentle  heart  with  indignation  sweld. 

And  could  no  lenger  beare  so  great  abuse 

Ajb  such  a  lady  so  to  beate  ana  bruse ; 

But,  to  him  stepping,  such  a  stroke  him  lent. 

That  forst  him  th'  halter  from  his  hand  to  loose. 

And,  maugre  all-  his  might,  backe  to  relent : 

Else  had  he  surely  there  bene  slaine,  or  fowly  ahent. 

The  Tillaine,  wroth  for  greeting  him  so  sore,  i^ 

Gathered  himselfe  togeuier  soone  againe. 

And  with  his  yron  batton  which  he  Bore 

Let  drive  at  him  so  dreadfiilly  amaine, 

That  for  his  safety  he  did  him  constraine 

To  ffiye  him  ground,  and  shift  to  evei^y  side. 

Bather  than  once  his  burden  to  sustame : 

For  bootlesse  thing  him  seemed  to  abide 

So  mighty  blowes,  or  prove  the  puissaunce  of  his  i>iidc 

like  as  a  mastiffe  having  at  a  bay  47 

A  salvage  bull,  whose  cruell  homes  doe  threat 

Desperate  daunger,  if  he  them  assay, 

Traceth  his  ground,  and  roxmd  about  doth  beat, 

To  spy  where  he  may  some  advantage  get, 

The  whiles  the  beast  doth  rage  and  roudly  rore; 

So  did  the  squire,  the  whiles  the  carle  dia  fret 

And  fume  in  his  disdainefuU  mynd  the  more. 

And  oftentimes  by  Turmagant  and  MaLuund  swore. 

Nathelesse  so  sharpely  still  he  him  pursewd,  4S 

That  at  advantage  him  at  last  he  tooke. 

When  his  foote  slipt,  (that  slip  he  dearely  rewd,) 

And  with  his  yron  club  to  ground  him  strooke ; 

Where  still  he  lay,  ne  out  of  swoune  awooke, 

Till  heavy  hand  the  carle  upon  him  layd, 

And  bound  him  fast:  tho  wnen  he  up  did  looke 

And  saw  himselfe  captiv*d,  he  was  dismayd, 

Ne  powre  had  to  withstand,  ne  hope  of  any  ayd. 

Then  up  he  made  him  rise,  and  forward  fare,  49 

Led  in  a  rope  which  both  nis  hands  did  bynd; 

Ne  ought  that  foole  for  nitty  did  him  spare. 

But  with  his  whip  him  ioUowinia:  behynd 

Him  often  scourg'd,  and  forst  his  feete  to  fynd: 

And  otherwhiles  with  bitter  mockes  and  mowes 

He  would  him  scorne,  that  to  his  gentle  mvnd 

Was  much  more  grievous  then  the  other  bfowes:    [growet. 

Wordes  sharpely  wound,  but  greatest  griefe  of  seomhig 
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lie  faire  Serena,  when  she  saw  him  fall  60 

Jnder  that  villaines  dub,  then  snrelj  thought 

?hat  slaine  he  was,  or  made  a  wretched  thndl, 

Lnd  fled  away  with  all  the  speede  she  mought 

L^o  seeke  for  safety ;  which  long  time  she  sought, 

\jnd  paat  through  many  perils  by  the  way, 

^re  sue  againe  to  Calepine  was  brought: 

The  which  discourse  as  now  I  must  delay, 

riil  Mirabellaes  fortunes  I  doe  further  say. 


CANTO  vm. 

Prince  Arthnre  OTeroomet  Disdftlne  i 

Quitet  Mirabell  fh>m  dreed: 
Serena,  ftnmd  of  salvtges, 

Bjr  Calepine  is  freed. 

Ye  gentle  ladies,  in  whose  soveraine  powre 

Love  hath  the  glory  of  his  kingdome  left, 

And  th'  hearts  of  men,  as  your  eternal  dowre. 

In  yron  chaines,  of  liberty  bereft, 

Deuvered  hath  unto  your  hands  by  gift; 

Be  well  aware  how  ye  the  same  doe  use, 

That  pride  doe  not  to  tyranny  you  lift ; 

Least,  if  men  you  of  cruelty  accuse. 

He  from  you  take  that  chiefedome  which  ye  doe  abuse. 

And  as  ye  soft  and  tender  are  by  kynde, 
Adomd  with  goodly  gifts  of  beauties  grace. 
So  be  ye  soft  and  tender  eeke  in  mynde ; 
But  cruelty  and  hardnesse  from  you  chace. 
That  all  your  other  praises  will  deface, 
And  from  you  tume  the  love  of  men  to  hate: 
Ensample  take  of  Mirabellaes  case. 
Who  from  the  high  degree  of  happy  state 
Fell  into  wretched  woes,  which  she  repented  late. 

Who  after  thrfddome  of  the  gentle  squire. 
Which  she  beheld  with  lamentable  eye, 
Was  touched  with  compassion  entire. 
And  much  lamented  his  calamity, 
That  for  her  sake  fell  into  misery ; 
Which  booted  nought  for  prayers  nor  for  threat 
To  hope  for  to  release  or  molufy; 
For  aje  the  more  that  she  did  them  entreat. 
The  more  they  him  misust,  and  cruelly  did  beat 
8  A 
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So  as  they  forward  on  theor  way  did  paa. 
Him  still  reviling  and  afflicting  sore. 
They  met  Prince  Artiraie  with  Sir  Eniaa, 

ghat  was  that  conrteooa  knight,  whom  he  belovft 
aying  snbdew'd  yet  did  to  Efe  restore;) 
To  whom  as  they  approoht,  tlunr  gan  ani 
Their  cmelty,  and  mm  to  puniah  more, 
Soonr^g  and  haling  him  more  yehem^it ; 
As  if  it  them  should  grieve  to  see  his  pnaiahahent. 

The  sqnire  himselfe,  whenas  he  saw  his  lord 

The  witnesse  of  his  wretchednesse  in  place, 

Was  much  asham'd  that  with  an  hempen  cord 

He  like  a  dog  was  led  in  captive  case. 

And  did  his  head  for  bashfulnesse  abase. 

As  loth  to  see  or  to  be  seene  at  all ; 

Shame  would  be  hid ;  but  whenas  Enias 

Beheld  two  such,  of  two  such  villaines  thrall. 

His  manly  mynde  was  much  emnaoved  therewithal! ; 

And  to  the  prinoe  tiras  sayd ;  "  See  you,  sir  knight^ 

The  greatest  shame  that  ever  eye  yet  saw, 

Yond  lady  and  her  aqoire  with  foule  despight 

Abusde,  against  all  reason  and  all  kw. 

Without  regard  of  pitiy  or  of  awe  I 

See !  how  they  doe  that  souire  beat  and  revflcl 

See !  how  they  doe  the  laoy  hale  and  draw ! 

But,  if  ve  please  to  lend  me  leave  awhile, 

I  will  them  soone  acquite,  and  both  of  blame  aaaoile.** 

The  prince  assented ;  and  then  he,  streightway 

Dismounting  Mght,  his  shield  about  him  threw, 

With  which  approaching  thus  he  gan  to  say ; 

"Abide  ye  caytive  treacnetours  untrew. 

That  have  with  treason  thralled  unto  vou 

These  two,  unworthy  of  your  wretched  bands; 

And  now  your  crime  with  cruelty  pursew : 

Abide,  and  from  them  lay  your  loathly  hands ; 

Or  else  abide  the  death  that  hard  before  you  standa." 

The  villaine  stayd  not  aunswere  to  invent ;    • 
But,  with  his  yron  club  preparing  wa^. 
His  mindes  sad  message  backe  unto  him  sent ; 
The  which  descended  with  such  dreadfnll  sway. 
That  seemed  nought  tiie  course  thereof  could  stay, 
No  more  then  liffhtening  from  the  lofty  sky: 
Ne  list  the  knight  the  powre  thereof  assa^. 
Whose  doome  was  death ;  but,  lightly  shpping  by, 
Unwares  defrauded  his  intended  destiny : 
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ftd|  to  Teonite  him  witk  the  likt  Agaiiie,  • 

rith  his  floaipe  sword  he  BeeeeHj  at  him  £ew,  ^ 

nd  strooke  so  strongly,  that  the  oarie  with  paine 

aved  himadfe  b«t  t&t  he  thei«  him  slew$ 

et  aav'd  not  ao,  bat  that  the  blood  it  diew, 

nd  gave  his  foe  sood  hope  of  victory: 

Hio,  therewith  flesht,  upon  him  set  anew, 

jid  with  the  second  strdce  diou^t  oertainely 

'o  have  avpplyde  the  firnt*  and  paide  the  usiuy. 

(atfortaneannswerdnotimtohisoaU;  10 

i'or,  as  his  hand  was  heared  ud  on  hiffht, 

lie  villaine  met  him  in  the  middle  &11, 

iind  with  his  dnb  bet  baoke  his  bnmd-^ron  bright 

\o  forcibly,  that  with  his  owne  hands  might 

lebeaten  oacke  upon  hunselfe  againe 

le  driven  was  to  groond  in  selfe  despi^  i 

Trom  whence  ere  he  reoovesy  could  game, 

9e  in  his  neeke  had  set  his  £>ote  with  £9ll  diadaina. 

9Vith  that  the  foole,  which  did  that  end  awayte,  U 

uame  running  in;  and,  whilest  on  ground  he  lay, 
Laide  heavie  nands  on  him  and  held  so  stnurte, 
rhat  downe  he  k^  him  with  his  soomefullswayy 
Bo  as  he  could  not  weld  him  any  way : 
The  whiles  that  other  villaine  went  about 
Him  to  have  bound  and  thrald  without  delay  i 
The  whiles  the  fode  did  him  revile  and  floui 
Threatning  to  jokB  them  two  and  tame  their  ooiage  stout 

As  when  a  sturdy  ploughman  with  his  hynde  IS 

"By  strength  have  overwrowne  a  stubbome  steare, 
Tn^  downe  him  hold,  and  £ut  with  cords  do  bynde. 
Till  they  him  force  the  buxome  yoke  to  beare : 
So  did  these  two  this  knight  oft  tug  and  teare. 
"Which  when  the  prince  beheld,  there  standing  by, 
He  left  his  lofty  steede  to  aide  him  neare; 
And,  buckling  soone  himselfe,  gan  fiercely  fly 
Upon  that  carle,  to  save  his  frii^  fi»m  ieopardy. 

The  vOlaine,  leaving  him  unto  his  mate  IB 

To  be  captiv'd  and  handled  as  he  list, 

Himselfe  addreet  unto  this  new  debate, 

And  with  his  dub  him  all  about  so  blist, 

That  he  which  way  to  tume  him  scarcely  wist: 

Sometimes  aloft  he  layd,  sometinies  alow, 

Now  here,  now  there,  and  oit  him  neare  he  mist. 

So  doubtfolly,  that  hardly  one  could  know 

Whether  more  waiy  were  to  give  or  ward  the  blow. 

Digitized  by  CjOOQIC 


784  THE  FABBIB  QUBBKB.* 

But  yet  the  prince  bo  well  enured  waa  14 

Witn  such  huge  strokes,  approTedofb  in  fight. 

That  way  to  them  he  gave  forth  right  to  pas ; 

Ne  would  endure  the  daunger  of  their  might, 

But  wayt  advantage  when  they  downe  did  light. 

At  last  the  caytive  after  long  discourse, 

When  all  his  strokes  he  saw  avoided  quite, 

Besolved  in  one  t'  assemble  all  his  force. 

And  make  one  end  of  him  without  ruth  or  remorse. 

His  dreadfull  hand  he  heaved  up  aloft,  15 

And  with  his  dreadfull  instrument  of  yre 

Thought  sure  have  pownded  him  to  powder  8oft> 

Or  deepe  emboweld  in  the  earth  entyre ; 

But  fortune  did  not  with  his  will  conspire : 

For,  ere  his  stroke  attayned  his  intent. 

The  noble  childe,  preventing  his  desire. 

Under  his  club  with  wary  boldnesse  went, 

And  smote  him  on  the  knee  that  never  yet  was  bent. 

It  never  yet  was  bent,  ne  bent  it  now,  16 

Aibe  the  stroke  so  strong  and  puissant  were. 

That  seem'd  a  marble  piilour  it  could  bow  j 

But  all  that  leg,  which  did  his  body  beare, 

It  crackt  throughout,  (yet  did  no  bloud  appeare,) 

So  as  it  was  unable  to  support 

So  huge  a  burden  on  such  broken  geare, 

But  fdL  to  ground  like  to  a  lumpe  of  durt ; 

Whence  he  assayed  to  rise,  but  could  not  for  his  hurt. 

Eftsoones  the  prince  to  him  full  nimbl;r  stept  1* 

And,  least  he  should  recover  foote  agame. 

His  head  meant  from  his  shoulders  to  have  swept : 

Which  when  the  lady  saw,  she  cryde  amaine ; 

"  Stay,  stay,  sir  kniuht,  for  lore  of  God  abstaine 

From  that  unwares  ye  weetlesse  doe  intend ; 

Slay  not  that  carle,  though  worthv  to  be  slaine ; 

For  more  on  him  doth  then  himselfe  depend ; 

My  life  wiU  by  his  death  have  lamentable  end." 

He  staide  his  hand  according  her  desire,  IS 

Yet  nathemore  him  suffred  to  arize ; 

But,  still  suppressing,  gan  of  her  inquire. 

What  meamn^  mote  those  uncouth  words  comprixet 

That  in  that  villaines  health  her  safety  lies ; 

That  were  no  might  in  man,  nor  heart  in  knights, 

Which  durst  her  dreaded  reskue  enterprize ; 

Yet  heavens  themselves,  that  favour  feeble  rights. 

Would  for  itselfe  redresse,  and  punish  such  ^pightt. 
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len  burstiDf?  forth  in  teares,  which  gushed  fast  19 

ke  many  water-streams,  awhile  she  stayed ; 

11  the  sharpe  passion  being  overpast, 

er  tongue  to  her  restord,  then  thus  she  sayd ; 

Nor  heavens,  nor  men,  can  me  most  wretched  mayd 

eliver  from  the  doome  of  my  desart, 

le  which  the  god  of  love  hath  on  me  layd, 

ad  damned  to  endure  this  direfull  smart, 

or  penaunce  of  my  proud  and  hard  rebellious  hart 

In  prime  of  youthly  yeares,  when  first  the  flowre  20 

f  beauty  gan  to  bud,  and  bloosme  delight; 

Jid  nature  me  endu'd  with  plenteous  dowre 

^f  all  her  gifts,  that  pleasde  each  living  sight ; 

was  belov'd  of  many  a  gentle  knight, 

Lud  sude  and  sought  with  all  the  service  dew : 

^uU  many  a  one  for  me  deepe  groand  and  sigh*t, 

ind  to  the  dore  of  death  for  sorrow  drew, 

)omplayning  out  on  me  that  would  not  on  them  rew. 

But  let  them  love  that  list,  or  live  or  die ;  21 

lie  list  not  die  for  any  lovers  doole : 
*Te  list  me  leave  my  loved  libertie 
Co  pitty  him  that  Hst  to  play  the  foole : 
To  love  myself  I  learned  had  in  schoole. 
Chus  I  triumphed  long  in  lovers  paine, 
Vjid,  sitting  carelesse  on  the  scomers  stoole, 
[)id  lau^h  at  those  that  did  lament  and  plaine : 
3ut  all  IS  now  repayd  with  interest  againe. 

'Eor  loe !  the  winged  god,  that  woundeth  harts,  22 

Dausde  me  be  called  to  accompt  therefore ; 
ind  for  revengement  of  those  wrongfull  smarts, 
Which  I  to  others  did  inflict  afore, 
iddeem'd  me  to  endure  this  penaimce  sore ; 
That  in  this  wize,  and  this  unmeete  array, 
With  these  two  lewd  companions,  and  no  more, 
Disdaine  and  Scome,  I  through  the  world  should  stray. 
Till  I  have  sav'd  so  many  as  I  earst  did  slay." 

"  Cartes,'*  sayd  then  the  prince,  **  the  god  is  iust,  23 

That  taketh  veng;ea\mce  of  his  peoples  spoile : 

For  were  no  law  in  love,  but  all  that  lust 

Might  them  oppresse,  and  painefully  turmoile, 

His  kingdome  would  continue  but  a  while. 

But  tell  me,  lady,  wherefore  doe  you  beare 

This  bottle  thus  before  you  with  such  toile, 

And  eeke  this  wallet  at  your  backe  arreare. 

That  for  these  carles  to  carry  much  more  comely  were  P^ 
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"Hera  in  tiiis  botde,*'  sayd  the  wey  mayd* 

"  I  pat  the  tean  of  m j  contrition. 

Till  to  the  brim  I  have  it  foil  defrayd: 

And  in  this  bag,  which  I  behinde  me  doD« 

Iput  repoitannee  for  thincB  past  and  gon. 

Yet  is  the  bottle  leake,  and  bag  so  tome. 

That  aU  which  I  pat  in  fals  oot  anon, 

And  is  behinde  me  trodden  downe  of  Soome, 

Who  modceth  all  mjpaine,  and  laaghe  ihe  movel 

The  infant  hearimed  wisely  to  her  tale,      ^  S 

And  wondred  mnch  at  Capids  iad^ment  wise, 

That  ooold  so  meekly  make  proad  neurts  arale* 

And  wreake  himselfe  on  them  that  him  despise. 

Then  snffired  he  Disdaine  up  to  arise, 

"Who  was  not  aWe  ap  himselfe  to  reare. 

By  meanes  his  leg,  throogh  his  late  lacklesse  prisei. 

Was  crackt  in  twaine,  but  by  his  foolish  feare 

Was  holpen  up,  who  him  supported  standing  neare. 

Bat  being  up  he  lookt  againe  aloft,  96 

As  if  he  neyer  had  received  fail ; 

And  with  steme  eye-brows  stared  at  him  oft^ 

As  if  he  would  have  daunted  him  withall : 

And  stondin^  on  hts  tiptoes,  to  seeme  tall, 

Downe  on  his  golden  feete  he  often  ffazed. 

As  if  such  pride  the  other  could  apail ; 

Who  was  so  far  from  being  ouAt  amazed. 

That  he  his  lookes  despisecC  and  his  boast  dispraised. 

Then  turning  backe  unto  that  captire  thraH,  S7 

Who  all  this  while  stood  there  beside  them  bound. 

Unwilling  to  be  knowne  or  scene  at  all. 

He  from  those  bands  weend  him  to  have  unwound; 

But  when  approachiog  neare  he  plainely  found 

It  was  his  owne  true  groome,  the  gentle  squire* 

He  thereat  wext  exceedingly  astound. 

And  him  did  oft  embrace,  and  oft  admire, 

"Ne  could  with  seeing  satisfie  his  great  desire. 

Mesne  while  the  salrage  man,  when  he  boheld  S 

That  huge  great  foole  oppressing  th'  other  knis^t. 

Whom  with  his  weiffht  unweldy  downe  he  hel4 

He  flew  upon  him  like  a  greedjr  ki^ht 

Unto  some  carrion  offered  to  his  sight ; 

And,  downe  him  plucking,  with  his  navies  and  teeth 

Gan  him  to  hale,  and  teare,  and  scratcL  and  bite ; 

And,  from  him  taking  his  owne  whip,  therewith 

80  sore  him  scourgeth  that  the  bloud  downe  foUowe^L 
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And  BViTe  J  weene,  had  not  the  kdies  ery  f$ 

7roour*d  the  prince  his  eraell  hand  to  tte^r, 
He  would  with  whipping  him  hare  done  to  dyv: 
Sut.  bein^  oheokt,  he  did  abstaine  straightway 
Ana  let  him  rise.    Then  thus  the  prince  gan  say ; 
**  Now,  hidy,  nth  your  fortones  thus  diflpose, 
That,  if  ye  liat  hare  hberty,  ye  may ; 
Unto  vourselfe  I  freely  kare  to  choae, 
"Whether  I  shall  yoa  leaye»  or  from  these  ▼illaines  lose." 

**  Ah !  nay,  sir  knight,"  said  die,  **  it  mar  not  be^  90 

But  that  I  needes  most  by  all  maanes  frufill 

This  penaoBce,  which  enioyned  is  to  me> 

Ijeast  nnto  me  betide  a  greater  ill: 

Tet  no  lease  thankes  to  yoa  lor  your  good  wilL" 

So  humbly  takms  leare  she  tomd  aside : 

Bat  Arthnre  with  the  rest  went  onward  still 

On  his  first  quest,  in  which  did  him  betide 

A  great  adrentare,  which  did  him  from  them  devide. 

But  first  it  falleth  me  by  coarse  to  tdl  31 

Of  faire  Serena;  who,  as  caret  you  heard. 

When  first  the  gentle  sauira  at  Tarisunee  fell 

With  those  two  caries,  fled  fast  away,  afeard 

Of  yillany  to  be  to  her  inferd: 

So  fresh  the  image  of  her  foniier  dread. 

Yet  dwellinff  in  her  ^e,  to  her  appeurd. 

That  erery  foote  did  tremble  wfaicn  did  tread. 

And  ereiy  body  two^  and  two  she  foore  did  read. 

32 
Throodihils  and  dales,  timmgh  bushes  and  tfarou^^breres^ 
Long  Aus  she  fled,  till  that  at  last  she  thought 
Heraelfe  now  past  the  perill  of  her  feares: 
Then  looking  round  about,  and  seeing  nought 
Which  doubt  of  daunger  to  her  offer  mou^t, 
She  firom  her  palfrey  lighted  on  the plaine; 
And,  sitting  downe,  henelfe  awhile  bethought 
Of  her  long  trayell  and  tarmoyhng  paine ; 
And  often  did  of  lore,  and  oft  of  ludM,  oomplaine. 

And  erermore  she  blamed  CSalefnne,  93 

The  good  Sir  Calepine,  her  owne  true  knight» 

As  th'  onely  autlutf  of  her  wofuU  tine  i 

For  being  of  his  lore  to  her  so  light^ 

As  her  to  leare  in  such  a  piteous  ^ight. 

Tet  nerer  turtle  truer  to  nis  make, 

Then  he  was  tride  unto  his  lady  bright: 

Who  all  this  while  endured  for  her  sake 

Gtest  penll  of  his  lifio,  and  restLesse  paines  did  take. 
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Tho  whenas  all  her  plaints  she  had  displajd,  31 

And  well  disbordened  her  engriered  brest 

Upnan  the  gprasse  herselfe  adowne  she  layd; 

Where,  being  t^rde  with  trarell,  and  opprest 

With  sorrow,  she  betooke  herselfe  to  rest : 

There  whilest  in  Morpheus  bosome  safe  she  lay 

Fearelesse  of  ought  that  mote  her  peace  molest; 

False  fortune  did  her  safety  betray 

Unto  a  strange  mischaunce,  that  menac'd  her  decay. 

In  these  wylde  deserts,  where  she  now  abode,  3S 

There  dwelt  a  salvage  nation,  which  did  live 

Of  stealth  and  spoile,  and  maJdng  nightly  rode 

Into  their  neighbours  borders;  ue  did  give 

Themselves  to  any  trade,  (as  for  to  drive 

The  painefull  plough,  or  attell  for  to  breed. 

Or  by  adventrous  merchandize  to  thrive,) 

But  on  the  labours  of  poor  mcni  to  feed. 

And  serve  thei*  owne  necessities  with  others  need. 

Thereto  they  usde  one  most  accursed  order,  36 

To  eate  the  flesh  of  men,  whom  they  mote  iVnde, 

And  straungers  to  devoure,  which  on  their  border 

Were  brought  by  errour  or  by  wreckfull  wynde : 

A  monstrous  cruelty  S^^^  course  of  kynde 

They,  towards  evening  wandering  every  way 

To  seeke  for  booty,  came  by  fortune  blynde 

Whereas  this  lady,  like  a  sneepe  astrav. 

Now  drowned  in  the  depth  of  sleepe  all  fearlesse  lay; 

Soone  as  they  spide  her,  lord !  what  gladfuU  fdee  37 

They  made  amongst  themselves !  but  when  her  face 

Like  the  faire  vvory  shining  they  did  see 

Each  gan  his  fellow  solace  and  embrace 

For  ioy  of  such  good  hap  by  heavenly  grace 

Then  gan  they  to  devize  what  course  to  take ; 

Whether  to  slay  her  there  upon  the  place. 

Or  suffer  her  out  of  her  sleepe  to  wake. 

And  then  her  eate  attonce,  or  many  meales  to  make. 

The  best  advizement  was,  of  bad,  to  let  her  38 

Sleepe  out  her  fill  without  encomberment ; 

For  sleepe,  they  sayd,  would  make  her  battill  better 

Then,  when  she  wakt,  they  all  gave  one  consent 

That,  since  by  grace  of  God  she  there  was  sent. 

Unto  their  god  they  would  her  sacrifize. 

Those  share,  her  guiltleese  bloud  they  would  present 

But  of  her  dainty  flesh  they  did  devize 

To  make  a  common  feast,  and  feed  with  gurmandize. 
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o  round  about  her  th^  themselYes  did  place  39 

Fpon  the  grasse,  and  diverselv  dispose, 

ls  each  thought  best  to  spend  the  lingring  space : 

»oine  with  their  eyes  the  daintest  morsels  chose; 

)Oine  praise  her  paps ;  some  praise  her  lips  and  nose  i 

>oine  whet  their  Knives,  and  strip  their  eiboes  bare ; 

Che  priest  himselfe  a  garland  doth  compose 

)f  finest  flowers,  and  with  full  busie  care 

Eis  bloudy  yessels  wash  and  holy  fire  prepare. 

rhe  damzell  wakes ;  then  all  attonce  upstart,  40 

^d  round  about  her  flocke,  Hke  many  flies, 

Wliooping  and  hallowing  on  every  part, 

Ajb  if  tney  would  have  rent  the  brasen  skies. 

Which  when  she  sees  with  ghastly  griefful  eies. 

Her  heart  does  quake,  and  deadly  pallid  hew 

Benumbes  her  cheeks :  then  out  aloud  she  cries. 

Where  none  is  nigh  to  heare,  that  will  her  rew. 

And  rends  her  golden  locks,  and  snowy  brests  embrew. 

But  all  bootes  not ;  they  hands  upon  her  lay :  41 

And  first  they  spoUe  her  of  her  iewels  deare. 

And  afterwards  of  all  her  rich  array; 

The  which  amongst  them  they  in  peeces  teare 

And  of  the  pray  each  one  a  part  doth  beare. 

Now  being  naked,  to  their  sordid  eyes 

The  goodly  threasures  of  natiire  appeare : 

Which  as  they  view  with  lustfull  fantasyes, 

Eeach  wisheth  to  himselfe,  and  to  the  rest  envyes. 

Her  yvorie  neck ;  her  alablaster  brest ;  42 

Her  paps,  which  like  white  silken  pillowes  were 

For  Ijove  in  soft  delight  thereon  to  rest ; 

Her  tender  sides ;  her  bellie  white  and  clere 

Which  like  an  altar  did  itselfe  uprere 

To  offer  sacrifice  divine  thereon ; 

Her  goodly  thighes,  whose  glorie  did  appeare 

Like  a  triumphall  arch,  and  thereupon 

The  spoiles  of  princes  hang'd  which  were  in  battel  won. 

Those  daintie  parts,  the  dearlings  of  delight,  43 

Which  mote  not  be  prophan'd  of  common  eyes. 

Those  villeins  vew'd  with  loose  lascivious  sight. 

And  closely  tempted  with  their  crafty  spyes ; 

And  some  of  them  gan  mon^t  themselves  devize 

Thereof  by  force  to  take  theur  beastly  pleasure : 

Bnt  them  the  priest  rebuking  did  advize 

To  dare  not  to  pollute  so  sa(Sed  threasure 

Yow'd  to  the  gods :  religion  hdd  even  theeves  in  measure. 
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80,  beinff  stajd,  th^her  from  thenoe  directed  4A 

Unto  a  Ctle  grore  not  fiure  a^de. 

In  which  an  altar  ihoiily  the j  erected 

To  slay  her  on.    And  now  the  eventyde 

His  brode  black  wings  had  throu^  the  hearena  wyda 

By  this  dispred,  that  was  the  tyme  ordavned, 

For  such  a  dismall  deede,  their  goilt  to  hrde: 

Of  few  ffreene  turfes  an  ahar  soone  th^  rayned. 

And  deokt  it  all  with  flowrea  which  ihey  nigh  hand  obtejrned. 

TI10,  whenas  all  things  readia  were  aa^^  41 

The  damzell  was  before  the  altar  set^ 

Being  alreadie  dead  with  feareftdl  finght : 

To  whom  the  priest  with  naked  armes  fall  net 

Approohing  nigh*  and  murdrous  knife  well  whel^ 

Gan  mutter  close  a  certaine  secret  eharme. 

With  other  diyeliah  ceremonies  met : 

Which  doen,  he  gan  aloft  t'  adranoe  his  arme, 

Whereat  they  shouted  all,  and  made  a  kwd  alarme. 

Then  gan  the  bagpypes  and  the  homes  to  shrill  4S 

And  shrieke  aloud,  that,  with  the  peoples  troyoe 

Confused,  did  the  avre  with  terror  fill. 

And  made  the  wood  to  tremble  at  the  noyoe : 

The  whyles  she  wayld,  the  more  th^  did  reioyoeu 

Now  mote  ye  understand  that  to  this  grore 

Sir  Calepine,  by  chaunce  more  then  by  diCfyee, 

The  selfe  same  erening  fortune  hether  drore. 

As  he  to  seeke  Serena,  through  the  woods  did  xore. 

Long  had  he  sought  her,  and  thn>ugh  many  a  soyle  4t 

Hadtrareld  still  on  foot  in  heavie  armes, 

Ne  ought  was  tjrred  with  his  endlesse  toyle, 

Ne  ought  was  reared  of  his  certaine  harmes : 

And  now,  all  weetlesse  of  the  wretched  stormes 

In  which  his  lore  was  lost,  he  slept  full  hat ; 

TilL  being  waked  ?rith  these  loud  alannes» 

He  lightly  started  up  like  one  aghast. 

And  catching  up  his  armes  streiig^  to  the  noise  forth  pasL 

There  by  th'  unoertaine  glims  of  stanr  nighty  48 

And  by  the  twinkling  oftheir  sacred  fire, 

He  mote  peroeiTe  a  uttle  dawning  sight 

Of  all  which  there  was  doing  in  tnat  quire: 

Mongst  whom  a  woman  spoyled  of  all  attire 

He  spyde  lamenting  her  unluolde  strife. 

And  groning  sore  nom  ^ered  hart  entire  t 

Eftsoones  he  saw  one  with  a  naked  knife 

Beadie  to  laonoh  her  brest»  and  let  out  loved  Hfa. 
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l^ththatheliinistebtoihetiiii^estthroi^^  4t^ 

And,  eren  as  his  right  hand  adowne  deseenda, 

fie  him  j^reyentmg  \a^  on  earth  along, 

And  sacnfizeth  to  th*  infemall  feenda : 

Then  to  the  rest  his  wrathfull  hand  he  bends ; 

Of  whom  he  makes  snoh  havocke  and  such  hew, 

That  aiwannes  of  damned  sooles  to  heU  he  sends : 

The  rest,  that  scape  his  sword  and  death  esdiew, 

Fly  like  a  flocke  of  dores  before  a  fitnlcons  yew. 

From  them  retamin«^  to  that  ladie  baoke^  60 

Whom  by  the  altar  he  doth  sitting  find 

Yet  fearing  death,  and  next  to  death  the  lacke 

Of  clothes  to  coyer  what  she  ought  by  kind ; 

He  first  her  hands  beginneth  to  mibind, 

And  then  to  question  of  her  present  woe ; 

And  afterwards  to  cheare  with  speaches  kind: 

But  she,  for  nought  that  he  could  say  or  doe, 

One  word  durst  speake,  or  answere  him  a  whit  thereto. 

So  inward  shame  of  her  imoomelr  case  61 

She  did  conceiye,  throudh  care  of  womanhood. 

That  though  the  night  did  coyer  her  disgrace. 

Yet  she  in  so  unwomanly  a  mood 

Would  not  bewray  the  state  in  which  she  stood  s 

So  all  that  night  to  him  unknown  she  past: 

But  daj,  that  doth  disooyer  bad  and  good, 

Ensewmg,  made  her  knowen  to  him  at  last : 

The  end  whereof  lie  keepe  untill  another  cast 


CANTO  IX. 

GtOdore  hortes  with  HeUbec^ 
And  lores  ttyn  Paitorellt 

Coridon  eiiTlet  Um,  jtt  be» 
For  ilL  reWArds  him  weO. 

Kow  tnme  againe  my  teme,  Ihou  ioUy  swayne, 
Backe  to  the  furrow  which  I  lately  left ; 
I  lately  left  a  ftirrow  one  or  twayne 
TJnplotigh'd,  the  which  my  coulter  had  not  deft/ 
Yet  seem'd  the  spyle  both  fayre  and  frutefull  eft, 
As  I  it  past;  that  were  too  g^^st  a  shame. 
That  80  rich  frute  should  be  firtmi  us  bereft; 
Besides  the  mat  dishonour  and  defame, 
Which  shoald  belaU  to  Calidores  immortall  name. 
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Great  trayell  bath  the  gentle  Calidore  S 

And  toyle  endured,  sith  I  lefl  him  last 

Sewing  the  blatant  beast ;  which  I  forbore 

To  finish  then,  for  other  present  hast. 

Full  many  pathes  and  perils  he  hath  past,  [plaines. 

Through  mis,  through  dales,  through  forests,  and  throng 

In  that  same  quest  which  fortune  on  him  cast. 

Which  he  atchieved  to  his  owne  great  gaines, 

Eeaping  etemall  glorie  of  his  restlesse  paines. 

So  sharply  he  the  monster  did  pursew,  3 

That  day  nor  night  he  su£&ed  him  to  rest, 

Ne  rested  he  himselfe  (but  natures  dew) 

For  dread  of  daunger  not  to  be  redrest. 

If  he  for  slouth  forslackt  so  famous  quest. 

Him  first  from  court  he  to  the  citties  coursed, 

And  from  the  citties  to  the  townes  him  prest. 

And  from  the  townes  into  the  countrie  forsed. 

And  from  the  country  back  to  private  farmes  he  scorsed. 

From  thenoe  into  the  open  fields  he  fled,  4 

Whereas  the  heardes  were  keeping  of  their  neat. 

And  shepheards  singing,  to  their  nockes  that  fed, 

Layes  or  sweet  love  and  youthes  deligbtfull  heat: 

Him  thether  eke  for  all  his  fearefull  mreat 

He  followed  fast,  and  chaced  him  so  nie. 

That  to  the  folds,  where  sheepe  at  night  doe  seat, 

.^d  to  the  litle  cots,  where  shepherds  lie 

In  winters  wrathfiill  time,  he  forced  him  to  file. 

There  on  a  day,  as  he  pursew'd  the  chace,  5 

He  chaunst  to  spy  a  sort  of  shepheard  groomes 

Flaying  on  pypes  and  caroling  apace, 

The  whyles  their  beasts  there  in  the  budded  broomc  a 

Beside  them  fed,  and  nipt  the  tender  bloomes; 

For  other  worldly  wealth  they  cared  nought: 

To  whom  Sir  Calidore  yet  sweating  comes. 

And  then  to  tell  him  courteously  besought 

If  such  a  beast  they  saw,  which  he  had  thether  brought 

They  answer*d  him  that  no  such  beast  they  saw,  C 

Nor  any  wicked  feend  that  mote  ofiend 

Their  happie  flockes,  nor  daunger  to  them  draw ; 

But  if  that  such  there  were  (as  none  they  kend) 

They  prayd  High  Gk>d  them  farre  frt>m  them  to  sends 

Then  one  of  them  him  seeing  so  to  sweat, 

Afler  his  rusticke  wise,  that  well  he  weend, 

0£&ed  him  drinke  to  quenche  his  thirstie  heat. 

And,  if  he  hungiy  were,  him  offired  eke  to  eat. 
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The  kniffbt  was  nothing  nice,  where  was  no  need,  7 

And  tooKe  their  gentle  offer:  so  adowne 

1  hey  prayd  him  sit,  and  gave  him  for  to  feed 

Such  nomely  what  as  serves  the  simple  elowne, 

That  doth  despise  the  dainties  of  the  towne ; 

The,  having  fed  his  fill,  he  there  besyde 

Saw  a  faire  damzell,  which  did  weare  a  crowne 

Of  sundry  flowres  with  silken  ribbands  tyde, 

Yclad  in  home-made  greene  that  her  owne  hands  had  dyde. 

Upon  a  litle  hillocke  she  was  placed  8 

Higher  then  all  the  rest,  and  round  about 

Environed  with  a  girland,  goodly  graced, 

Of  lovely  lasses;  and  them  all  Tudthout 

The  lustie  shepheard  swa:rne8  sate  in  a  rout. 

The  which  did  pype  and  sing  her  prayses  dew, 

And  oft  reioyce,  and  oft  for  wonder  shout. 

As  if  some  miracle  of  heavenly  hew 

Were  downe  to  them  descended  in  that  earthly  vew. 

tnd  Boothly  sure  she  was  full  fayre  of  face,  0 

nd  perfectly  well  shapt  in  every  lim. 
Which  she  aid  more  augment  with  modest  grace 
And  comely  carriage  of  ner  count'nance  trim. 
That  all  the  rest  like  lesser  lamps  did  dim : 
Who,  her  admiring  as  some  heavenly  wight, 
Pid  for  their  soveraine  goddesse  her  esteeme. 
And,  caroling  her  name  DOth  day  and  niffht. 
The  fayrest  Pastorella  her  by  name  did  night. 

Ne  was  there  heard,  ne  was  there  shepheards  swayne      10 

But  her  did  honour ;  and  eke  many  a  one 

Burnt  in  her  love,  and  with  sweet  pleasing  payne 

Full  many  a  night  for  her  did  sigh  and  grone : 

But  most  of  all  the  shepheard  Coridon 

For  her  did  languish,  and  his  deare  life  spend; 

Yet  neither  she  for  him  nor  other  none 

Bid  care  a  whit,  ne  any  liking  lend : 

Though  meane  her  lot,  yet  higher  did  her  mind  ascend. 

Her  whyles  Sir  Calidore  there  Tewed  well,  11 

And  markt  her  rare  demeanure,  which  him  seemed 

So  farre  the  meane  of  shepheards  to  excell. 

As  that  he  in  his  mind  her  worthy  deemed 

To  be  a  princes  paragone  esteemed,  - 

He  was  unwares  surprisd  in  subtile  bands 

Of  the  blynd  boy;  ne  thence  could  be  redeemed 

By  any  skill  out  of  his  cruell  hands : 

Caught  like  the  bird  which  gazing  still  on  others  stands. 
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So  stood  he  still  kmg  gastng  therenpQiiy  IS 

Ne  any  will  had  thence  to  more  swar. 

Although  his  quest  were  fkrre  aibfe  mm  gont 

But  after  he  had  fed,  yet  did  he  stagr 

And  sate  there  still,  untill  the  ^jmg  day 

Was  farre  forth  spent^  discoursing  diyersl/ 

Of  sundry  things,  as  fell,  to  worke  delay; 

And  evermore  his  speach  he  did  apply 

To  th'  heards,  but  meant  them  to  the  damaela  fimimar* 

By  this  the  m<^ystie  night  approdiing  fast  13 

Hier  deawy  humour  gaa  on  th'  earth  to  shed. 

That  warn  d  the  shepbeards  to  their  homes  to  hast 

Their  tender  flocks,  now  beinjj  fully  fed. 

For  feare  of  wetting  them  before  their  bed: 

Then  came  to  them  a  good  old  aged  srre. 

Whose  silver  lockes  bedeckt  his  oeaia  and  had. 

With  shepheards  hooke  in  hand,  and  fit  attyre. 

That  wil'd  the  damsell  rise ;  the  day  did  now  eq^yvBu 

He  was  to  weet,  by  common  voioe,  esteemed  I4 

The  father  of  the  fayrest  Ftotorell, 

And  of  herselfe  in  very  deede  so  deemed; 

Yet  was  not  so;  but,  as  old  stories  tell. 

Found  her  bv  fortune,  which  to  him  befeD, 

In  th'  open  fields  an  infant  left  alone; 

And,  taidng  up,  brought  home  and  noursed  mSi 

As  his  owne  chyld;  tot  other  he  had  none; 

That  she  in  tract  of  time  aooompted  waa  his  owna 

She  at  his  bidding  meekely  did  arise,  16 

And  streight  unto  her  litle  flooke  did  faret 

Then  all  me  mst  about  her  rose  likewise. 

And  each  his  sundrie  sheepe  with  sevsrall  care 

Gathered  together,  and  them  homeward  bare : 

Whylest  everie  one  with  helning  hands  did  strive 

Amongst  themselves,  and  did  their  labours  share. 

To  helpe  faire  Pastorella  home  to  drive 

Her  fleecie  flocke ;  but  Condon  most  helpe  did  give. 

But  Melibee  (so  higfit  that  good  old  man)  16 

Now  seeing  Calidore  left  alTslone, 

And  night  arrived  hard  at  hand,  began 

Him  to  invite  unto  his  simple  home ; 

Which  though  it  were  a  cottage  clad  with  lome. 

And  all  things  therein  meane,  yet  better  so 

To  lod^e  then  in  the  salvage  fields  to  rome. 

The  knight  fiill  gladly  soone  agreed  thereto, 

Being  his  harts  owne  wish;  and  home  with  him  did  90. 
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Thero  lie  waa  weloom'd  of  that  honest  8yx«  17 

And  of  his  a^  beldame  homelr  well ; 

"Who  him  b^ooffht  himselfe  to  disattyre. 

And  rest  himaelfe,  till  sapper  time  befell: 

3y  which  home  came  the  fayrest  Pastoreu, 

Alter  her  flooke  she  in  their  fold  had  tjrde  i 

And.  supper  readie  dight,  they  to  it  fell 

"With  small  adoe,  and  nature  satisfyde, 

The  which  doth  litle  oraye  contented  to  abyde. 

Tho  when  they  had  thdr  hanger  slaked  weU,  18 

And  the  fayre  mayd  the  table  ta'ne  away; 

The  gentle  knight,  as  he  that  did  excell 

In  oourtesie  and  well  ooold  doe  and  say, 

For  so  great  kindnesse  as  he  found  that  day 

€km  greettl^  thanke  his  host  and  his  ffood  wifei 

And,  drawmg  thence  his  speach  ano&er  wi^, 

Gan  highly  to  commend  the  happie  life 

\\  hich  shepheards  lead,  without  debate  or  bitter  striS». 

**  How  much/*  sayd  he,  "  more  happie  is  the  state  19 

In  which  ye,  father,  here  doe  dwell  at  ease. 

Leading  a  life  so  free  and  fortunate 

From  fOl  the  tempests  of  these  worldly  seas. 

Which  tosse  the  rest  in  daimgerous  disease; 

Where  warres,  and  wreokes,  and  wicked  enmitie 

Doe  them  afflict,  which  no  man  can  appease! 

That  certcs  I  vour  happinesse  envie. 

And  wish  my  lot  were  plast  in  such  felicitier 

*'  Surely,  my  sonne,"  then  answer'd  he  againe»  20 

"  K  happie ;  then  it  is  in  this  intent, 

That  haying  small  yet  doe  I  not  complaine 

Of  want,  ne  wish  for  more  it  to  augment. 

But  doe  myselfe,  with  that  I  have,  content; 

So  taught  of  nature,  which  doth  litle  need 

Of  forreine  helpes  to  lifes  due  nourishment: 

The  fields  my  food,  my  flocke  my  rayment  breed; 

No  better  doe  I  weare,  no  better  doe  I  feed. 

"Therefore  I  doe  not  any  one  enyy,  21 

K or  am  envyde  of  any  one  therefore : 

They,  that  haye  much,  feare  much  to  loose  therebyt 

And  store  of  cares  doth  foUow  riches  st<»re. 

The  litle  that  I  have  growes  dayly  more 

Without  my  care,  but  onely  to  attend  it ; 

My  Lunbes  doe  every  yeare  increase  their  scores 

And  my  flockes  father  daily  doth  amend  it. 

What  have  I,  but  to  praise  th*  Almighty  that  doth  send  itt 
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"  £0  them,  that  list,  the  worlds  gay  shores  I  leare,  22 

And  to  great  ones  such  follies  doe  forgive ; 

Which  oft  through  pride  do  their  owne  perill  weave. 

And  through  ambition  downe  themselves  doe  drive 

To  sad  decay,  that  might  contented  Hve. 

Me  no  such  cares  nor  combrous  thoughts  ofiend, 

Ne  once  my  minds  unmoved  quiet  grieve ; 

But  all  the  night  in  silver  sleepe  I  spend, 

And  all  the  day,  to  what  I  list,  I  doe  attend. 

**  Sometimes  I  hunt  the  fox.  the  vowed  foe  23 

Unto  my  lambes,  and  him  dislodge  away ; 

Sometime  the  fawne  I  practise  from  the  doe, 

Or  from  the  goat  her  kidde,  how  to  convay ; 

Another  while  I  baytes  and  nets  display 

The  birds  to  catch  or  fishes  to  beguyle; 

And  when  I  wearie  am,  I  downe  doe  lay 

My  limbes  in  every  shade  to  rest  from  toyle ;  [boyic. 

And  cuinke  of  every  brooke,  when  thirst  my  throte  dotii 

**  The  time  was  once,  in  my  first  prime  of  yeares,  iTl 

"When  pride  of  youth  forth  pricked  my  desire, 

That  I  disdain'a  among  mine  equall  peares 

To  follow  sheepe  and  shepheards  base  attire ; 

For  further  fortune  then  1  would  inquire : 

And,  leaving  home,  to  roiall  court  I  sought. 

Where  I  did  sell  myselfe  for  yearely  hire. 

And  in  the  princes  gardin  dauy  wrought: 

There  I  beheld  such  vainesse  as  I  never  thought. 

"  With  sight  whereof  soone  cloyd,  and  long  deluded         25 

With  idle  hopes  which  them  doe  entertaine, 

After  I  had  ten  yeares  myselfe  excluded 

From  native  home,  and  spent  my  youth  in  vaine, 

I  gan  my  follies  to  myselfe  to  plaine, 

And  this  sweet  peace,  whoso  lacke  did  then  appeare : 

Tho,  backe  returning  to  my  sheepe  againe, 

I  from  thenceforth  have  learn *d  to  love  more  deare 

This  lowly  quiet  life  which  I  inherite  here." 

Whylest  thus  he  talkt,  the  knight  with  greedy  eare  29 

Hong  still  upon  his  melting  mouth  attent ; 

Whose  sensefiill  words  em  piers  t  his  hart  so  neare. 

That  he  was  wrapt  with  double  ravishment, 

Both  of  his  speacli  that  wrought  him  great  content. 

And  also  of  the  obiect  of  his  vew. 

On  which  his  hungry  eye  was  alwaves  bent ; 

That  twixt  his  pleasmg  tongue,  and  her  faire  hew. 

He  lost  himselfe,  and  Bke  one  halfe^ntraunced  grew. 
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et  to  occasion  meanes  to  worke  liis  mind,  27 

ad  to  insiaaate  his  harts  desire, 

.e  thus  replyde ;  "  Now  surely,  syre,  I  find, 

hat  all  this  worlds  gaj  showes,  which  we  admire^ 

e  but  vaine  shadows  to  this  safe  retyre 

f  life,  which  here  in  lowlinesse  ye  lead, 

Varelesse  of  foes,  or  fortunes  wrackfull  yre, 

Vhich  tosseth  states,  and  under  foot  doth  tread 

'he  mightie  ones  afirayd  of  every  ohaungee  dred. 

That  eren  I,  which  daily  doe  behold  28 

^he  glorie  of  the  great  mongst  whom  I  won, 

Lnd  now  have  proved  what  happinesse  ye  hold 

n  this  small  plot  of  your  dommion, 

^ow  loath  great  loraship  and  ambition ; 

Lnd  wish  the  heavens  so  much  had  graced  mee^ 

is  graunt  me  live  in  like  conchtion ; 

)r  that  mv  fortunes  might  transposed  bee 

?rom  pitch  of  higher  place  unto  this  low  degree.*^ 

*  In  vaine,"  said  then  old  Melibee,  "  doe  men  99 

The  heavens  of  their  fortunes  fault  accuse ; 

5ith  they  know  best  what  is  the  best  for  them: 

For  they  to  each  such  fortune  doe  diffuse, 

ka  they  doe  know  each  can  most  aptly  use. 

For  not  that,  which  men  covet  most,  is  best ; 

N^or  that  thing  worst,  whieh  men  do  most  refuse  {• 

But  fittest  is,  that  all  contented  rest 

With  that  they  hold ;  each  hath  his  fortune  in  his  brest* 

''  It  is  the  roynd,  that  maketh  good  or  ill,  30 

That  maketh  wretch  or  happie,  rich  or  poore : 

For  some,  that  hath  abundance  at  his  will. 

Hath  not  enough,  but  wants  in  greatest  store  i 

Ajid  other,  that  hath  Utle,  asks  no  more, 

But  in  that  litle  is  both  rich  and  wise ; 

For  wisedome  is  most  riches :  fooles  therefore' 

They  are,  which  fortunes  doe  by  vowes  devize  j 

Sith  each  unto  himselfe  hia  life  may  fortunize.**^ 

"  Since  then  in  each  mans  self,*'  said  CalidOTet  9i 

'*  It  is  to  fashion  his  owne  lyfes  estate. 
Give  leave  awhyle,  good  &tner,  in  this  shore 
To  rest  my  barcke,  vi  hich  hath  bene  beaten  lat& 
With  stonnes  of  fortune  and  tempestuous  fate,. 
In  seas  of  troubles  and  of  toy  lesome  paine ; 
That,  whether  quite  from  them  for  to  retrate 
I  shall  resolve  or  backe  to  tume  againe, 
I  may  here  with  yonnelfo  someamall  repoM  oblanie. 
3  B 
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"  Not  that  the  burden  of  lo  bold  s  gaett  9S 

Shall  chargefull  be,  or  chatmge  to  yoa  at  all ; 

For  your  meane  food  shall  be  m j  daily  feast, 

And  this  vour  cabin  both  my  bowre  and  hall; 

Besides,  for  recompence  hereof,  I  shall 

You  wdl  reward,  and  golden  gaerdon  give. 

That  mav  perhaps  yon  better  much  withall. 

And  in  this  quiet  make  you  safer  live/* 

So  forth  he  drew  much  gold,  and  toward  him  it  drire. 

But  the  good  man,  nougjit  teinpted  with  the  offer  S3 

Of  his  rich  mould,  did  thrust  it  farre  away. 

And  thus  bespake ;  "  Sir  knight,  jour  bounteooB  proffer 

Be  farre  fro  me,  to  whom  ye  ill  display 

That  mucky  m&sse,  the  cause  of  mens  decay, 

That  mote  empaire  my  peace  with  daungers  dread: 

But,  if  ye  algates  covet  to  assay 

This  simple  sort  of  life  that  shepheards  lead. 

Be  it  your  owne:  our  rodenesae  to  yourselfe  aread." 

So  there  that  night  Sir  Calidore  did  dwell,  34 

And  long  while  after,  whilest  him  list  rematne, 

Dayljr  beholding  the  faire  Pastorell, 

And  leedin^  on  the  bayt  of  his  owne  bane  i 

During  which  time  he  did  her  entertaine 

With  all  kind  courtesies  he  could  invent ; 

And  every  day,  her  companie  to  gaine. 

When  to  the  field  she  went,  he  with  her  went : 

So  for  to  quench  his  fire  he  did  it  more  augment. 

But  she  that  never  had  acquainted  beene  C5 

With  such  anient  usage,  fit  for  gueens  and  Idngiy 

Ne  ever  had  such  knightly  service  scene ; 

But,  beinff  bred  under  base  shepheards  wings. 

Had  ever  leam'd  to  love  the  lowly  things; 

Did  litle  whit  regard  his  courteous  guize. 

But  cared  more  Tor  Colins  caroliugs 

Then  all  that  he  could  doe,  or  e'er  devise; 

His  layes,  his  loves,  his  lookes,  she  did  them  all  demise. 

Which  Calidore  perceiving,  thought  it  best  96 

To  chaunge  the  manner  of  his  lottie  looke ; 

And  doffing  his  bright  armes  himselfe  addrett 

In  shepheards  weed;  and  in  his  hand  he  tooke. 

Instead  of  steele-head  speare,  a  shepheards  hooke ; 

That  who  had  scene  him  then,  would  have  bethought 

On  Phrygian  Paris  by  Plexippus  brooke. 

When  he  the  love  of  fayre  Bmone  sought. 

What  time  the  golden  appb  was  unto  him  brought. 
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So  being  clad  unto  the  fields  he  went  7 

With  the  faire  Pastorella  every  day, 

And  kept  her  sheepe  with  diligent  attent, 

Watchinff  to  drive  the  ravenous  wolfe  awayt 

The  why  lest  at  pleasure  she  mote  sport  and  play ; 

And  every  evening  helping  them  to  fold : 

And  otherwhiles,  for  need,  he  did  assay 

In  his  strong  hand  their  rugged  teats  to  hold, 

And  out  of  them  to  presse  the  milke :  Love  so  much  could^ 

Which  seeing  Coridon,  who  her  likewise  S3 

Long  time  had  lov'd,  and  hop'd  her  love  to  gaine, 

He  much  was  troubled  at  that  straungers  guize, 

And  many  jealous  thoughts  conceiv'd  in  vaine, 

That  this  of  all  his  labour  and  long  paine 

Should  reap  the  harvest  ere  it  ripened  were ; 

That  made  him  scoule,  and  pout,  and  oft  oomplaihe 

Of  Pastorell  to  all  the  shepheards  there, 

That  she  did  love  a  stranger  swayne  then  him  more  dcre. 

And  ever,  when  he  came  in  companie  3^ 

Where  Calidore  was  present,  he  would  loure 

And  byte  his  lip,  and  even  for  gealousie 

Was  readie  oft  his  owne  hart  to  devoure, 

Impatient  of  any  paramoure : 

Who  on  the  other  side  did  seeme  so  farre 

From  malicing,  or  ffrudging  his  good  houre, 

That,  all  he  could,  he  graced  him  with  her, 

Ne  ever  shewed  signe  of  rancour  or  of  iarre. 

And  oft,  when  Coridon  unto  her  brought  40 

Or  litle  sparrowes  stolen  from  their  nest. 

Or  wanton  squirrels  in  the  woods  farre  sought. 

Or  other  daintie  thing  for  her  addrest. 

He  would  commend  ms  guift,  and  make  the  best : 

Yet  she  no  whit  his  presents  did  regard, 

Ne  him  could  find  to  fanoie  in  her  brest : 

This  new-come  shepheard  had  his  market  mard. 

Old  love  is  litle  worth  when  new  is  more  prefard. 

One  day,  whenas  the  shepheard  swaynes  togetlier  41 

Were  met  to  make  their  sports  and  merrie  glee, 
As  they  are  wont  in  faire  sunshynie  weather. 
The  whiles  their  flockes  in  shadowes  shrouded  bee ; 
They  fell  to  daunce :  then  did  they  all  agree 
That  Colin  Qout  should  pipe,  as  one  most  fit ; 
And  Calidore  should  lead  the  rinff,  as  hee 
That  most  in  Pastorellaes  grace  aid  sit : 
Thereat  firown'd  Cooridoi^  and  his  lip  closely  bit 
(?  o  2 
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Bat  Colidore,  of  courteous  inclination,  48 

Tooke  Cnridon  and  set  him  in  his  place, 

That  he  should  lead  the  daunce,  as  was  his  fashion; 

For  Coridon  could  daurce,  and  trimly  trace ; 

And  whenas  Pastorella,  liim  to  grace, 

Her  flowry  garlond  tooke  from  her  owne  head. 

And  plast  on  his,  he  did  it  soone  displace, 

And  did  it  put  on  Coridons  instead : 

Then  Coridon  woxe  frollicke,  that  earst  seemed  dead. 

Another  time,  whenas  they  did  dispose  43 

To  practise  games  and  maisteries  to  try, 

They  for  their  iudge  did  Pastorella  chose; 

A  garland  was  the  meed  of  victory : 

There  Coridon,  forth  stepping,  openly 

Did  chalenge  Calidore  to  wrestling  game ; 

For  he,  through  long  and  perfect  mdustiy, 

Therein  well  practisd  was,  and  in  the  same  [shame. 

Thought  sure  t'avenge  his  grudge,  and  worke  hia  foe  great 

But  Calidore  he  greatly  did  mistake ;  44 

For  he  was  strong  and  mightily  stiffe  pight. 

That  with  one  fall  his  necke  he  almost  brake ; 

And,  had  he  not  upon  him  fallen  light. 

His  dearest  ioynt  he  sure  had  broken  qiught. 

Then  was  the  oaken  crowne  by  Pastorell 

Given  to  Calidore  as  his  due  right ;  >. 

But  he,  that  did  in  courtesie  excell. 

Gave  it  to  Condon,  and  said  he  wonne  it  welL 

Thus  did  the  gentle  knight  himselfe  abeare  45 

Amongst  that  rusticke  rout  in  all  his  deeds, 

That  even  they,  the  which  his  rivals  were, 

Could  not  maligne  him,  but  commend  him  needs: 

For  courtesie  amongst  the  rudest  breeds 

Good  will  and  favour :  so  it  surely  wrought 

With  this  faire  mayd,  and  in  her  mynde  the  seeds 

Of  perfect  love  did  sow,  that  last  forth  brought 

The  fruite  of  ioy  and  blisse,  though  long  time  dearelj  bought 

Thus  Calidore  continu'd  there  long  time  46 

To  pinne  the  love  of  the  faire  Pastorell ; 

Which  having  got,  he  used  without  crime 

Or  blamefull  blot;  but  menaged  so  well. 

That  he,  of  all  the  rest  which  there  did  dwell* 

Was  favoured  and  to  her  grace  commended : 

But  what  straunge  fortunes  unto  him  befell, 

£re  he  attained  the  point  by  him  intended, 

Shall  more  convenienUy  in  other  place  be  ended. 
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CANTO  X 

Calidore  sees  the  graces  daonce 

ToCoIins  melody: 
The  whiles  his  Pastorell  is  led 

Into  captiyitjr. 

Who  now  does  follow  the  foule  blatant  beast,  1 

Wliilest  Calidore  does  follow  that  faire  mayd, 

UnmyndfuU  of  his  vow,  and  high  beheast 

Which  by  the  Faery  Queene  was  on  him  layd. 

That  he  should  never  leave,  nor  be  delayd 

From  chacing  him,  till  he  had  it  attchieved  P 

But  now,  entrapt  of  Love  which  him  betrayd, 

He  mindeth  more  how  he  may  be  relieved  [grieved. 

With  grace  from  her,  whose  love  his  heart  hath  sore  en- 

That  from  henceforth  he  meanes  no  more  to  sew  2 

His  former  quest,  so  full  of  toile  and  paine ; 

Another  quest,  another  came  in  vew 

He  hath,  the  guerdon  of  his  love  to  gaine ; 

With  whom  he  myndes  for  ever  to  remaine. 

And  set  his  rest  amongst  the  rusticke  sort, 

Esther  then  hunt  still  after  shadowes  vaine 

Of  courtly  favour  fed  with  light  report 

Of  every  blaste,  and  sayling  alwaies  in  the  port. 

Ne  certes  mote  he  greatly  blamed  be  3 

From  so  high  step  to  stoupe  unto  so  low; 
For  who  had  tasted  once,  as  oft  did  he. 
The  happy  peace  which  there  doth  overflow. 
And  prov  d  the  perfect  pleasures  which  doe  grow 
Amongst  poore  hyndes,  in  hils,  in  woods,  in  dales } 
Would  never  more  delight  in  painted  show 
Of  such  false  blisse,  as  there  is  set  for  stales 
T*  entrap  unwary  fooles  in  their  eternall  bales. 

For  what  hath  all  that  goodly  glorious  gaze  "^ 

Like  to  one  sight  which  Calidore  did  vew  ? 

The  glaunce  whereof  their  dimmed  eies  would  daze. 

That  never  more  they  should  endure  the  shew 

Of  that  sunne-shine,  that  makes  them  looke  askew, 

Ne  ought,  in  all  thi^t  world  of  beauties  rare, 

(Save  onely  Glorianaes  heavenly  hew, 

To  which  what  can  compare  P)  can  it  compare ; 

The  which,  as  commeth  now  by  course,  I  will  declare. 
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One  day,  as  he  did  raunge  the  fields  abroadt 
Whilest  his  faire  Pastorella  was  elsewhere, 
He  chaunst  to  come,  far  from  all  peoples  trood. 
Unto  a  place,  whose  pleasaunce  did  appere 
To  passe  all  others  on  the  earth  which  were : 
For  all  that  ever  was  bv  Nature's  skill 
Deviz'd  to  worke  delight  was  gathered  there ; 
And  there  by  her  were  poured  forth  at  fill. 
As  if,  this  to  adome,  she  all  the  rest  did  pill. 

It  was  an  hill  plaste  in  an  open  plaine, 

ITiat  round  about  was  bordered  with  a  wood 

Of  matchlcFse  hight,  that  seem'd  th*  earth  to  disdaine ; 

In  which  all  trees  of  honour  stately  stood. 

And  did  all  winter  as  in  sommer  bud, 

Spredding  pavilions  for  the  birds  to  bowre. 

Which  in  tneir  lower  braunches  s\im  aloud ; 

And  in  their  tops  the  soring  hauke  did  towre. 

Sitting  like  king  of  fowles  in  maiesty  and  powie : 

And  at  the  foote  thereof  a  gentle  flud, 
His  silver  waves  did  softly  tumble  downe, 
Unmard  with  ragged  mosse  or  filthy  mud ; 
Ne  mote  wylde  beastes.  ne  mote  the  ruder  clowne 
Thereto  approch :  ne  filth  mote  therein  drowne : 
But  nymphes  and  faeries  by  the  bancks  did  sit 
In  the  woods  shade  which  did  the  waters  crowne» 
Seeping  all  noysome  thin^  away  from  it. 
Ana  to  the  waters  fall  tunmg  their  accents  ht. 

And  on  the  top  thereof  a  spacious  plaine 

Did  spred  itselfe,  to  serve  to  all  delight. 

Either  to  daunce,  when  they  to  daunce  would  fiiine 

Or  else  to  course-about  their  bases  light ; 

Ne  oupht  there  wanted,  which  for  pleasure  might 

Desired  be,  or  thence  to  banish  bale : 

So  pleasaiintly  the  hill  with  equall  hight 

Did  seeme  to  overlooke  the  lowly  vale ; 

Therefore  it  rightly  cleeped  was  Mount  Acidale. 

They  say  that  Venus,  when  she  did  dispose 
Herselfe  to  pleasaunce,  used  to  resort 
Unto  this  place,  and  therein  to  repose 
And  rest  herselfe  as  in  a  gladsome  port. 
Or  with  the  graces  there  to  play  and  sp^ort ; 
That  even  her  owne  Cytheron,  though  in  it 
She  used  most  to  keepe  her  royall  court 
And  in  her  soveraine  majesty  to  sit, 
She  in  regard  hereof  refusde  and  thought  unfit 
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Unto  this  place  whenas  the  elfin  knight  10 

Approcht,  nim  seemed  that  the  merrv  sound 

Of  a  shrill  pipe  he  playing  heard  on  night, 

And  many  feete  fast  tnumping  th*  hollow  ground, 

That  through  the  woods  their  eccho  did  reboimd. 

He  nigher  drew,  to  weete  what  mote  it  be : 

There  ne  a  troupe  of  ladies  daunciug  found 

Full  merrily,  and  making  gladfull  glee. 

And  in  the  midst  a  shepherd  piping  he  did  see. 

lie  durst  not  enter  into  th*  open  greene,  1 1 

For  dread  of  them  unwares  to  be  descryde. 

For  breaking  of  their  daunce,  if  he  were  seene  f 

But  in  the  covert  of  the  wood  did  byde, 

Beholding  all,  yet  of  them  unespyde : 

There  he  did  see,  that  pleased  much  his  sight. 

That  even  he  himselfe  his  eyes  envyde. 

An  hundred  naked  maidens  lilly  white 

All  raimged  in  a  ring,  and  daimcing  in  delight 

All  they  without  wore  raunged  in  a  ring,  12 

And  daunced  round  j  but  in  the  midst  of  them 

Three  other  ladies  did  both  daunce  and  sing. 

The  whilest  the  rest  them  round  about  did  hemme, 

And  like  a  girlond  did  in  compasse  stemme ; 

And  in  the  middest  of  those  same  three  was  placed 

Another  damzell,  as  a  precious  gemme, 

Amidst  a  ring  most  richly  well  enchaced, 

That  with  her  goodly  presence  all  the  rest  much  graced. 

Looke !  how  the  crowne,  which  Ariadne  wore  13 

Vpon  her  yvory  forehead  that  same  day 

That  Theseus  her  unto  his  bridale  bore. 

When  the  bold  Centaures  made  that  bloudy  fray 

With  the  fierce  Lapithes  which  did  them  dismay ; 

Being  now  placed  in  the  firmament. 

Through  the  bright  heaven  doth  her  beams  display. 

And  is  unto  the  starres  an  ornament. 

Which  round  about  her  move  in  order  excellent. 

Such  was  the  beauty  of  this  goodly  band,  li 

Whose  sundry  parts  were  here  too  long  to  tell : 

But  she,  that  in  the  midst  of  them  did  stand, 

Seem'd  all  the  rest  in  beauty  to  excell, 

Crownd  with  a  rosie  girlond  that  right  well 

Did  her  beseeme :  and  ever,  as  the  crew 

About  her  daunst,  sweet  flowres  that  far  did  smell 

And  fragrant  odours  they  uppon  her  threw ; 

But,  moat  of  all,  those  three  did  her  with  gifU  endew# 
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Those  were  the  Ghraces,  daoflrhtera  of  delight,  I 

Handmaides  of  Venus,  which  are  wont  to  haunt 
Uppon  this  hill,  and  daunce  there  day  and  night : 
Those  three  to  men  all  gifts  of  erace  do  graont; 
And  all,  that  Venus  in  herself  doth  vaunt. 
Is  borrowed  of  them :  but  that  faire  one. 
That  in  the  midst  was  placed  paravaunt. 
Was  she  to  whom  that  shepheard  pypt  alone  ; 
That  made  him  pipe  so  merrily,  as  never  none. 

She  was,  to  weete,  that  iolly  shepheards  lasse,  I^ 

Which  piped  there  tmto  that  merry  rout ; 

That  iouy  shepheard,  which  there  piped,  was 

Poore  Colin  Clout,  (who  knows  not  Colin  Clout  ?) 

He  pypt  apace,  whilest  they  him  daunst  about. 

PTpe,  lollv  shepheard,  nype  thou  now  apace 

Dnto  thy  loye  that  made  thee  low  to  lout ; 

Thy  love  is  present  there  with  thee  in  place ; 

Thy  love  is  tnere  advaunst  to  be  another  grace. 

Much  wondred  Calidore  at  this  straunge  aiglit,  V 

Whose  like  before  his  eye  had  never  seene ; 

And  standing  long  astonished  in  spright, 

And  rapt  wiui  pleasaunce,  wist  not  what  to  weene ; 

Whether  it  were  the  traine  of  beauties  aueene. 

Or  nymphes,  or  faeries,  or  enchaunted  snow ; 

Witli  which  his  eyes  mote  have  deluded  beene. 

Therefore,  resolving  what  it  was  to  know. 

Out  of  the  wood  he  rose,  and  toward  them  did  go. 

But,  soone  as  he  appeared  to  their  yew,  H 

They  vanisht  all  away  out  of  his  sight. 

And  cleane  were  gone,  which  way  he  never  knew. 

All  save  the  shepheard,  who,  for  fell  despi^ht 

Of  that  displeasure,  broke  his  bag-pipe  quight. 

And  made  great  mone  for  that  unhappy  turne : 

But  Calidore,  though  no  lesae  sory  wight 

For  that  mishap,  yet  seeing  him  to  moume. 

Drew  noare,  that  he  the  truth  of  all  by  him  mote  leame: 

And,  first  him  greeting,  thus  unto  him  spake ;  19 

"  Haile,  iolly  sbepheard,  which  thy  ioyous  dayes 

Here  leadest  in  this  goodly  merry-make. 

Frequented  of  these  gentle  nymphes  alwayes. 

Which  to  thee  flocke  to  heare  thy  lovehr  layes ! 

Tell  me  what  mote  these  dainty  damzels  be, 

Which  here  with  thee  doe  make  their  pi  easant  plarest 

Eight  happy  thou,  tliat  mayest  them  ireely  see ! 

But  why,  when  1  them  saw,  fled  they  awoy  from  meP" 
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**  Not  I  80  happy/'  anawerd  then  that  swame,  20 

"  As  thou  unhappy,  which  them  thenoe  didst  chace. 

Whom  by  no  meanes  thou  canst  recall  againe ; 

For,  being  gone,  none  can  them  bring  in  place, 

But  whom  they  of  themselves  list  so  to  grace/' 

**  Right  sorrv  I/'  saide  then  Sir  Calidore, 

"  That  my  ill-fortune  did  them  hence  displace : 

But  since  things  passed  none  may  now  restore, 

Tell  me  what  were  they  all,  whose  lacke  thee  grieves  so  sore.** 

Tho  gan  that  shepheard  thus  for  to  dilate ;  21 

"  Then  wote,  thou  shepheard,  whatsoe'er  thou  bee. 

That  all  those  ladies  wliich  thou  sawest  lat^ 

Are  Venus  damzels,  all  within  her  fee. 

But  differing  in  honour  and  degree ; 

The^  all  are  graces  which  on  her  depend ; 

Besides  a  thousand  more  which  readv  bee 

Her  to  adorne,  whenso  she  forth  doth  wend ; 

But  those  three  in  the  midst,  doe  chiefe  on  her  attend. 

"  They  are  the  daughters  of  sky-ruling  love,  22 

By  him  begot  of  faire  Eurynome, 

Tne  Oceans  daughter,  in  tnis  pleasant  grove, 

As  he,  thift  way  comming  from  feastful  glee 

Of  Thetis  wedding  with  Aecidee, 

In  sommers  shade  himselfe  here  rested  weaiy. 

The  first  of  them  hight  mylde  Euphrosyne, 

Kext  faire  Aglaia,  l^t  Thalia  merry ; 

Sweete  goddesses  all  three,  which  me  in  mirth  do  cherry  I 

"  These  three  on  men  all  gracious  ffifts  bestow,  23 

"Which  decke  the  body  or  adorne  the  mynde. 

To  make  them  lovely  or  well-favoured  show ; 

As  comely  carriage,  ent^ainment  kinde, 

Sweete  semblannt,  friendly  offices  that  bynde, 

And  all  the  complements  of  curtesie : 

They  teach  us,  how  to  each  degree  and  kynde 

We  should  ourselves  demeane,  to  low,  to  hie, 

To  friends,  to  foes ;  which  skill  men  call  civility. 

"  Therefore  they  alwaies  smoothly  seeme  to  smile,  24 

That  we  likewise  should  mylde  and  gentle  be ; 

And  also  naked  are,  that  without  guile 

Or  false  dissemblaunce  all  them  plaine  may  see, 

Simple  and  true  from  covert  mauce  free ; 

Andfeeke  themselves  so  in  their  daunce  they  bore. 

That  two  of  them  still  froward  seem'd  to  bee, 

But  one  still  towards  shew'd  herselfe  afore ; 

That  good  should  from  us  goe,  then  come  in  greater  store. 
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"  Such  were  those  goddesses  which  je  did  see :  25 

But  that  fourth  mayd,  which  there  amidst  them  traced. 

Who  can  aread  what  creature  mote  she  bee, 

Whether  a  creature,  or  a  ffoddesse  graced 

With  heaTenly  gifts  from  neven  firet  enraced  I 

But  whatso  sure  she  was,  she  worthy  was 

To  be  the  fourth  with  those  three  other  placed : 

Yet  was  she  certes  but  a  countrey  lasse ; 

Yet  she  all  other  country  lasses  farre  did  passe : 

"  So  farre,  as  doth  the  daughter  of  the  day  28 

All  other  lesser  lights  in  light  excell ; 

So  farre  doth  she  m  beautyfull  array 

Above  all  other  lasses  beare  the  bell ; 

"Ne  lesse  in  vertue  that  beseemes  her  well 

Doth  she  exceede  the  rest  of  all  her  race ; 

For  which  the  graces,  that  here  wont  to  dwdl. 

Have  for  morenonor  brought  her  to  this  place. 

And  graced  her  so  much  to  be  another  grace. 

"  Another  grace  she  well  deserves  to  be,  27 

In  whom  so  many  graces  gathered  are. 

Excelling  much  the  meane  of  her  d€;jgree ; 

Divine  resemblaunce,  beauty  soveraine  rare, 

Firme  chastity,  that  spight  ne  blemish  dare ! 

All  which  she  with  such  courtesie  doth  grace. 

That  all  her  peres  cannot  with  her  compare. 

But  quite  are  dimmed  when  she  is  in  i^lace : 

She  made  me  often  pipe,  and  now  to  pipe  apace. 

"  Sunne  of  the  world,  great  glory  of  the  sky,  28 

That  all  the  earth  doest  lighten  with  thy  rayes. 

Great  Gloriana,  greatest  majesty ! 

Pardon  thy  Sliepheard,  mongst  so  many  layes 

As  he  hath  sun^  of  thee  in  all  his  dayes, 

To  make  one  mmiroe  of  thy  poore  handmayd. 

And  underneath  thy  feete  to  place  her  prayse. 

That,  when  thy  glory  shall  be  farre  displayd 

To  future  age,  of  her  this  mention  may  be  made !" 

When  thus  that  shepheard  ended  had  his  speach.  29 

Sayd  Cididore :  "  Now  sure  it  vrketh  mee, 

That  to  thy  blisse  I  made  this  lucklesse  breach. 

As  now  the  author  of  thy  bale  to  be. 

Thus  to  bereave  thy  loves  deare  sight  from  ihee : 

But,  gentle  shepheard,  pardon  thou  my  shame. 

Who  rashlv  sought  that  which  I  mote  not  see." 

Thus  did  the  courteous  knight  excuse  his  blame, 

And  to  recomfort  him  aU  comely  meanea  did  frama^ 
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In  such  disooorses  they  toffether  spent  90 

Lonff  time,  as  fit  occasion  rorth  them  led ; 

With  which  the  knight  himselfe  did  much  content. 

And  with  delight  his  ^edy  fancy  fed 

Both  of  his  words,  which  he  with  reason  red. 

And  also  of  the  place,  whose  pl^isures  rare 

With  such  regard  his  senoes  ravished. 

That  thence  he  had  no  will  away  to  fare, 

But  wisht  that  with  that  shephcwrd  he  mote  dwelling  share. 

But  that  envenimd  sting,  the  which  of  yore  31 

His  po3r8nous  point  deepe  fixed  in  his  hart 

Had  lefl,  now  gan  afresh  to  rancle  sore, 

And  to  renue  the  rigour  of  his  smart ; 

Which  to  recure,  no  skill  of  leaches  art 

Mote  him  availe,  but  to  retume  a^aine 

To  his  wounds  worker,  that  with  fovely  dart 

Dinting  his  brest  had  bred  his  restlesse  paine ; 

Like  as  the  wounded  whale  to  shore  flies  from  the  maine. 

So,  taking  leave  of  that  same  gentle  swaine,  32 

He  backe  returned  to  his  msticke  wonne, 

Where  his  faire  Pastorella  did  remaine : 

To  whome  in  sort,  as  he  at  first  begonne, 

He  daily  did  apply  himselfe  to  donne 

All  dewfuU  service,  voide  of  thoughts  impure ; 

Ne  Bxty  paines  ne  perill  did  he  shonne. 

By  which  he  might  her  to  his  love  allure, 

And  liking  in  her  yet  untamed  heart  procure. 

And  evermore  the  shepheard  Coridon,  33 

Whatever  thing  he  did  her  to  aggrate, 

Did  strive  to  match  with  strong  contention. 

And  all  his  paines  did  closely  emulate ; 

Whether  it  were  to  caroU,  as  they  sate 

Keeping  their  sheepe,  or  games  to  exercize, 

Or  to  present  her  with  their  labours  late : 

Through  which  if  any  grace  chaunst  to  arize 

To  him,  the  shepheard  straight  with  iealousie  did  frize. 

One  day,  as  they  all  three  together  went  3i 

To  the  ffreene  wood  to  gather  strawberies, 

There  cnaunst  to  them  a  dangerous  accident : 

A  tigre  forth  out  of  the  wood  did  rise, 

Hiat  with  fell  dawes  full  of  fierce  gourmandize» 

And  greedy  mouth  wide-gaping  like  hell-gate. 

Did  runne  at  Pastorell  her  to  surprize ; 

"Whom  she  beholding,  now  all  desolate, 

Gan  cry  to  them  aLoud  to  helpe  her  all  too  lata. 
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WMch  Coridcm  first  hearing,  ran  in  hast  85 

To  reskue  her;  but,  when  he  saw  the  feend. 

Through  cowherd  feare  he  fled  away  as  fast, 

Ne  durst  abide  the  daunger  of  the  end; 

His  life  he  steemed  dearer  then  his  frend : 

But  Calidore  soone  comming  to  her  ajde. 

When  he  the  beast  saw  ready  now  to  rend 

His  loves  deare  spoile,  in  which  his  heart  was  prajde. 

He  ran  at  him  enraged,  instead  of  being  frayde. 

He  had  no  weapon  but  his  shephesrds  hooke  33 

To  serve  the  vengeaunce  of  his  wrathfull  will ; 

With  which  so  stemely  he  the  monster  strooke. 

That  to  the  ground  astonished  he  feU ; 

Whence  ere  ne  could  reoou  r,  he  did  him  quell. 

And  hewing  off  his  head,  it  presented 

Before  the  feete  of  the  (aire  Pastorell ; 

Who,  scarcely  yet  from  former  feare  exempted, 

A  thousand  tmies  him  thankt  that  had  her  death  prevented. 

From  that  day  forth  she  gan  him  to  affect,  37 

And  diuly  more  her  favour  to  augment ; 

But  Coridon  for  cowherdize  reieci*. 

Fit  to  keepe  sheepe,  unfit  for  loves  content : 

The  gentle  heart  scomes  base  disparagement. 

Yet  CaLdore  did  not  despise  him  qnight. 

But  usde  him  friendly  for  further  intent^ 

That  by  his  fellowship  he  colour  might 

Both  his  estate  and  love  from  skill  of  any  wight 

So  well  he  wood  her,  and  so  well  he  wrou^^t  her,  S8 

With  humble  service,  and  with  daily  sute. 

That  at  the  last  unto  his  will  he  brought  her ; 

Which  he  so  wisely  well  did  prosecute. 

That  of  his  love  he  reapt  the  timely  frute. 

And  ioyed  long  in  close  felicity: 

Till  Fortune,  fraught  with  malice,  blinde  and  brute. 

That  envies  lovers  long  prosperity. 

Blew  up  a  bitter  storme  of  foule  adversity. 

It  fortuned  one  day,  when  Calidore  89 

Was  hunting  in  the  woods,  as  was  his  trade, 

A  lawlesse  people,  brigants  hight  of  yore. 

That  never  usde  to  hve  by  plough  nor  spade. 

But  fed  on  spoile  and  booty  which  they  made 

Upon  their  neighbours,  which  did  nigh  them  border. 

The  dwelling  of  these  shepheards  did  invade ; 

And  spoyld  their  houses,  and  themselves  did  murder. 

And  drove  away  their  flocks :  with  other  much  dis<»tler. 
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Amonprst  the  rest,  the  which  they  then  did  pray,  40 

Thev-  spo^^ld  old  Melibee  of  all  he  had, 

Ana  all  his  people  captive  led  awav ; 

MoQgst  which  tbis  lucklesse  mayd  away  was  lad, 

Faire  Pastorella,  sorrowfiill  and  sad, 

Moat  sorrowfull,  most  sad,  that  ever  si^Vt. 

Now  made  the  spoile  of  theeves  and  brigants  bad, 

Which  was  the  conquest  of  the  gentlest  knight 

That  ever  liv'd,  and  th'  onely  glory  of  his  might. 

TVlth  them  also  was  taken  Coridon,  41 

And  carried  captive  by  those  theeves  away ; 

Who  in  the  covert  of  the  night,  that  none 

Mote  them  descry^,  nor  reskue  from  their  pray. 

Unto  their  dweUiDg  did  them  close  oonvay: 

Their  dwelling  in  a  little  island  was, 

Covered  with  shrubby  woods,  in  which  no  way 

Aj)peared  for  people  m  nor  out  to  pas 

Nor  any  footing  fynde  for  overgrowen  gras : 

For  underneath  the  ground  their  way  was  made  43 

Through  hollow  caves,  that  no  man  mote  discover 

For  the  thicke  shrubs,  which  did  them  alwaies  shade 

From  view  of  living  wight  and  covered  over; 

But  Darknesse  dred  and  daily  Night  did  hover 

Through  all  the  inner  parts,  wherein  they  dwelt ; 

Ne  liglitned  was  with  window,  nor  with  lover. 

But  with  continuall  candle  light,  which  delt 

A  doubtful!  sense  of  things,  not  so  well  scene  as  felt. 

Hither  those  brigants  brought  their  present  pray,  43 

And  kept  them  with  continuall  watch  and  wiurd; 

Meaning,  so  soone  as  they  convenient  may, 

For  slaves  to  sell  them  for  no  small  reward 

To  merchants,  which  them  kept  in  bondage  hard. 

Or  sold  againe.    Now  when  faire  Pastorell 

Into  this  place  was  brought,  and  kept  with  gard 

Of  grieslj;  theeves,  she  thought  herself  in  heU,  [dwell. 

Where  with  such  damned  nends  she  should  in  darknesse 

But  for  to  tell  the  dolefull  dreriment  41 

And  pittifull  complaints  which  there  she  made, 

Sy'here  day  and  night  she  nought  did^but  lament 
er  wretched  life  shut  up  in  deadly  shade. 
And  waste  her  goodly  beauty,  which  did  fade 
Like  to  a  flowre  that  feeles  no  heate  of  sunne 
Which  mav  her  feeble  leaves  with  comfort  glade;) 
And  what  befell  her  in  that  theevish  wonne 
Will  in  another  canto  better  be  begonne. 
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CANTO  XL 

The  tbeeret  fall  oat  for  PaftonU, 
.  WhileetMeUbeeisiIain: 
Her  Calidore  fhim  tbem  redeemct. 
And  bringeth  backe  againo. 

Thb  iojB  of  lore,  if  th^  should  erer  last  1 

Without  affliction  or  disquietnesse 

That  worldly  chaonces  doe  amongst  them  cast. 

Would  be  on  earth  too  great  a  biessednesse, 

Liker  to  hearen  then  mortall  wretchedneese : 

Therefore  the  winged  god,  to  let  men  weet 

That  here  on  earth  is  no  sure  happinesse, 

A  thousand  sowres  haUi  tempred  with  one  sweet. 

To  make  it  seeme  mcMre  deaie  and  dainty,  as  is  meet. 

Like  as  is  now  befalne  to  this  faire  mayd,  2 

Faire  Pastorell,  of  whom  is  now  my  song : 

Who  being  now  in  dreadfull  darknesse  fiyd 

Amongst  those  theeves,  which  her  in  bondage  strong 

Detaynd ;  Yet  Fortune,  not  with  all  this  wrong 

Contented,  greater  mischiefe  on  her  threw. 

And  sorrowes  heapt  on  her  in  greater  throng ; 

That  whoeo  heares  her  hearinesse,  would  rew 

And  pitty  her  sad  plight,  so  chang'd  from  pleasannt  hew. 

Whylest  thus  she  in  these  hellish  dens  lemayned,  3 

Wrapped  in  wretched  cares  and  hearts  unrest. 

It  so  oefell,  as  Fortune  had  ordayned. 

That  he  which  was  their  oapitaine  profest, 

And  had  the  chiefe  commaund  of  all  the  rest, 

One  day,  as  he  did  all  his  prisoners  vew, 

With  lustful!  eyes  beheld  that  lovely  guest, 

Faire  Pastorella,  whose  sad  moumefnll  hew 

Like  the  faire  morning  dad  in  misty  fog  did  shew. 

At  si^ht  whereof  his  barbarous  heart  was  fired,  4 

And  mly  burnt  with  flames  most  raging  whot, 

That  her  alone  he  for  his  part  desir^ 

Of  all  the  other  pray  which  tiiey  had  got, 

And  her  in  mynde  did  to  himselfe  allot 

From  that  day  forth  he  kvndnesse  to  her  showed. 

And  sought  her  love  br  all  the  meanes  he  ir.ote ; 

With  looks,  with  words,  with  gifts  he  oft  her  wowed. 

And  mixed  threats  among,  and  mudi  unto  her  Toweo. 


y  Google 


THS  VAXBIB  QUBBKB.  751 

Bat  all  that  ever  he  ooald  doe  or  9B,j  ^ 

Her  constant  m3rnd  coold  not  a  whit  remore^ 

Nor  draw  unto  the  lure  of  his  lewd  lay. 

To  graunt  him  favour  or  afford  him  lore : 

Yet  ceast  he  not  to  sew,  and  all  waies  prove^ 

By  which  he  mote  accomplish  his  request. 

Saying  and  doing  all  that  mote  behove ; 

Ne  day  nor  night  he  suffred  her  to  rest. 

But  her  all  night  did  watch,  and  all  the  day  molest 

At  last,  when  him  she  so  imp6rtane  saw,  6 

Fearing  least  he  at  length  the  raines  would  lend 

Unto  his  lust,  and  make  his  will  his  law, 

Sith  in  his  powre  she  was  to  foe  or  friend ; 

She  thought  it  best,  for  shadow,  to  pretend 

Some  shew  of  favour,  by  him  gracing  small, 

That  she  thereby  mote  either  nreely  wend. 

Or  at  more  ease  continue  there  his  thrall : 

A  little  well  is  lent  that  gaineth  more  withall. 

So  from  thenceforth,  when  love  he  to  her  made,  7 

With  better  tearmes  she  did  him  entertaine, 

Which  ^ve  him  hoi>e,  and  did  him  halfe  perswade. 

That  he  in  time  her  ioyance  should  obtaine : 

But  when  she  saw,  through  that  small  favours  gaine, 

That  further  then  she  willing  was  he  preet ; 

She  found  no  meanes  to  barre  him,  but  to  faine 

A  sodaine  sickenesse  which  her  sore  op^rest. 

And  made  unfit  to  serve  his  lawlesse  mindcs  behest 

By  meanes  whereof  she  would  not  him  permit  8 

Once  to  approach  to  her  in  privity. 

But  onely  mon^st  the  rest  by  her  to  sit. 

Mourning  the  ngour  of  her  malady. 

And  seeking  all  things  meete  for  remedy: 

But  she  resolved  no  remed3r  to  fynde. 

Nor  better  cheare  to  shew  in  misery. 

Till  Fortune  would  her  captive  bonds  unbynde : 

Her  sickenesse  was  not  of  the  body  but  the  mynde. 

During  which  space  that  she  thus  sicke  did  He,  9 

It  chaunst  a  sort  of  merchants,  which  were  wount 

To  skim  those  coastes  for  bondmen  there  to  buy, 

And  by  such  trafficke  after  gaines  to  hunt 

Arrived  in  this  isle,  though  bare  and  blunt, 

T*  inquire  for  slaves ;  where  being  readie  met 

By  some  of  these  same  theeves  at  th*  instant  brunt. 

Were  brought  unto  their  captaine,  who  was  set 

By  his  faire  patients  side  with  soirowfull  regret. 
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To  whom  they  shewed,  how  those  marchants  were  10 

Arriy 'd  in  place  their  bondslayes  for  to  buy ; 

And  therefore  pray'd  that  those  same  captives  there 

Mote  to  them  tor  their  most  commodity 

Be  sold,  and  mongat  them  shared  eqnally. 

This  their  request  the  captaine  much  appalled ; 

Yet  could  he  not  their  iust  demaund  deny, 

And  willed  streight  tlie  slayes  should  forth  be  called. 

And  sold  for  most  advantage  not  to  be  forstalled. 

Then  forth  the  good  old  Melibee  was  brought,  11 

And  Coridon  with  many  other  moe, 

M  horn  they  before  in  oiyerse  sporles  had  caught; 

All  which  he  to  the  marchants  sale  did  showe : 

TiU  some,  which  did  the  sundry  prisoners  knowe, 

Cran  to  inquire  for  that  faire  shepherdesse. 

Which  with  the  rest  they  tooke  not  long  agoe ; 

And  gan  her  forme  and  feature  to  expreese, 

The  more  t'  augment  her  price  through  praise  of  oomlhiesse. 

To  whom  the  captaine  in  full  angrf  wise  13 

Made  answere,  that  "the  mayd  of  whom  they  spake 

Was  his  owne  purchase  and  his  onely  prixe ; 

With  which  none  had  to  doe,  nc  ought  partake. 

But  he  himselfe  which  did  that  conquest  make ; 

Litle  for  him  to  have  one  silly  lasse ; 

Besides  through  sicknesse  now  so  wan  and  weake. 

That  nothing  meet  in  merchandise  to  passe :" 

So  shew'd  them  her,  to  prove  how  pale  and  weake  she  was. 

The  sight  of  whom,  though  now  deeayd  and  mard,  13 

And  eke  but  hardly  seene  by  candle-fight* 

Tet,  Uke  a  diamond  of  rich  regard. 

In  doubtfull  shadow  of  the  darkesome  ni^ht 

With  starrie  beames  about  her  shining  bnght» 

These  marchants  fixed  eves  did  so  amaze. 

That  what  through  wonder,  and  what  through  delight, 

A  while  on  her  they  greedily  did  gaae. 

And  did  her  greatly  like,  and  did  her  greatly  praise. 

At  last  when  all  the  rest  them  o£fred  were,  14 

And  prises  to  them  placed  at  their  pleasure. 

They  all  refused  in  regard  of  her ; 

l^e  ought  would  buy,  nowever  pnsd  with  measure, 

Withouten  her,  whose  worth  above  all  threasure 

They  did  esteeme,  and  ofired  store  of  gold : 

But  then  the  captaine,  fraught  with  more  displeasure. 

Bad  them  be  sttll :  **  his  love  should  not  be  sold ; 

~^^  rest  take  if  they  would ;  he  her  to  him  would  hold.* 
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llierewiili  some  other  of  ihe  chiefest  theeTes  15 

Boldly  him  bad  such  ininrie  forbeare ; 

For  that  same  majd,  however  it  him  greeres. 

Should  with  the  rest  be  sold  before  hmi  theare, 

To  make  the  prises  of  the  rest  more  deare. 

That  with  sreat  rage  he  stoutly  doth  denaj ; 

And,  fiercely  drawing  forth  his  blade,  doth  sweare 

That  whoso  bardie  hand  on  her  doth  lay. 

It  dearely  shall  aby,  and  death  for  handsell  pay. 

Thus,  as  they  words  amongst  them  multiply,  16 

Thev  faU  to  strokes  the  frute  of  too  much  tsJke, 

And  the  mad  Steele  about  doth  fiercely  fly, 

Kot  sparing  wight,  ne  leaving  any  balke. 

But  making  way  for  Death  at  larjge  to  walke ; 

Who,  the  horror  of  the  griesly  night. 

In  thousand  dreadful  shapes  doth  mongst  them  stalke, 

And  makes  huge  havocke ;  whiles  the  candle-light 

Out-quenched  leaves  no  skill  nor  difference  of  wight. 

Like  as  a  sort  of  hungry  dogs,  3rmet  17 

About  some  carcase  by  the  common  way. 

Doe  fall  together,  stryving  each  to  get 

The  greatest  portion  of  the  greedie  pray ; 

All  on  confused  heapes  themselves  assay. 

And  snatch,  and  byte,  and  rend,  and  tug,  and  teare; 

That  who  them  sees  would  wonder  at  their  fray, 

And  who  sees  not  would  be  affirayd  to  heare : 

Such  was  the  conflict  of  those  cruell  brigants  there. 

But,  first  of  all,  their  captives  ihey  doe  kill,  IB 

Leaat  they  should  ioyne  against  the  weaker  side, 

Or  rise  against  the  remnant  at  their  will : 

Old  Melibee  is  slaine ;  and  him  beside 

His  aged  wife ;  with  many  others  wide : 

But  Condon,  escaping  craftily, 

Creepes  forth  of  dores,  whilst  darknes  him  doth  hide, 

And  flyes  away  as  fast  as  he  can  hye, 

Ne  stayeth  leave  to  take  before  his  firiends  doe  dye. 

But  Fastorella,  wofnll  wretched  alfe,  19 

Was  by  the  captaine  all  this  while  defended^ 
Who,  minding  more  her  safety  then  himselfe. 
His  target  alwayes  over  her  pretended ; 
By  meanes  whereof,  that  mote  not  be  amended. 
He  at  the  length  was  slaine  and  layd  on  ground, 
Tet  holding  fast  twixt  both  his  armes  extended 
Fayre  Pastorell,  who  with  the  selfe  same  wound    [swoond. 
Laonoht  through  the  arme  fell  down  with  him  in  dieaxie 
So 
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fhere  lay  the  corered  with  confiiBed  preasse  9 

Of  carcases,  which  dying  on  her  fell : 

Tho,  whenas  he  was  dead,  the  fray  gan  ceassei 

And  each  to  oUier  calling  did  compell 

To  stay  their  cmell  hands  from  slaughter  fell, 

Sith  they  that  were  the  cause  of  all  were  g^one : 

Thereto  they  all  attonce  agreed  weD ; 

And,  lighting  candles  new,  gan  searcn  anone. 

How  many  of  their  friends  were  slaine.  How  many  fione. 

Their  captaine  there  they  cruelly  found  kild,  fl 

And  in  his  armes  the  dreary  dying  mayd, 

like  a  sweet  angell  twixt  two  clouds  uphild ; 

Her  lovely  light  was  dimmed  and  decayd 

With  cloud  of  death  upon  her  eyes  diaplayd  ; 

Tet  did  ^e  cloud  make  eyen  that  dimmed  light 

Seeme  much  more  lovely  in  that  darknesse  lavd» 

And  twixt  the  tiftinckling  of  her  eye-lids  bri^t 

To  sparke  out  Htle  beanies,  like  sturea  in  fogf^ie  Tiiglit. 

But,  when  they  mov'd  the  carcases  aside,  23 

They  found  that  life  did  yet  in  her  remaine ; 

Then  all  their  helpes  they  busily  applyde 

To  call  the  soule  backe  to  her  home  againe : 

And  wrought  so  well,  with  labour  ana  long:  paine. 

That  they  to  life  recovered  her  at  last : 

Who,  sighing  sore,  as  if  her  hart  in  twaine 

Had  riven  bene  and  all  her  hartstrines  brast. 

With  drearie  drouping  eyne  lookt  up  like  one  ai^iast 

There  she  beheld,  that  sore  her  griev'd  to  see,  8 

Her  father  and  her  friends  about  her  lying, 

Herselfe  sole  lefl  a  second  spoyle  to  bee 

Of  those,  that  having  saved  her  from  dying 

Benew'd  her  death  by  timely  death  denying. 

What  now  is  left  her  but  to  wayle  and  weepe. 

Wringing  her  hands,  and  ruefully  loud  crying  I 

Ke  cared  she  her  wounds  in  teares  to  steepe, 

Albe  with  all  their  might  those  briganta  her  did  keepe. 

But  when  they  saw  her  now  reliv'd  againe,  U 

They  left  her  so,  in  charge  of  one,  the  best 

Of  many  worst,  who  with  unkind  disdain^ 

Aiid  cruell  rigour  her  did  much  molest ; 

Scarse  yeelding  her  due  food  or  timely  rest. 

And  scarsely  suffi'ing  her  infestred  wound. 

That  sore  her  payn'd,  by  any  to  be  drest. 

8o  leave  we  her  m  wretched  thraldome  bound. 

And  tome  we  backe  to  Calidore,  where  we  him  found. 
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Who  when  he  baoke  returned  from  the  wood,  25 

And  saw  his  shepheards  cottage  spoyled  qui^ht, 

And  his  love  refl  away ;  he  wexed  wood 

And  halfe  enraged  at  that  ruefuU  sight ; 

That  even  his  hart,  for  very  fell  despight. 

And  his  owne  flesh  he  readie  was  to  teare : 

He  chauft,  he  grieY*d,  he  fretted,  and  he  sigh't, 

And  fared  hke  a  furious  wyld  beare, 

Whose  whelpes  are  stohie  away,  she  being  otherwhere. 

Ne  wi^ht  he  found  to  whom  he  might  complaine,  23 

Ne  wight  he  found  of  whom  he  might  inqmre ; 

That  more  increast  the  anguish  of  his  pame: 

He  sought  the  woods,  but  no  man  could  see  there ; 

He  sought  the  plaines,  but  could  no  tidings  heare : 

The  woods  did  nought  but  ecchoes  vaine  rebound ; 

The  playnes  all  waste  and  emptie  did  appeare ; 

Where  wont  the  shepheards  oft  their  pypes  resound, 

And  feed  an  hundred  flocks,  there  now  not  one  he  found. 

At  last,  as  there  he  romed  up  and  downe,  27 

He  chaunst  one  coming  towards  him  to  spy. 

That  seem*d  to  be  some  sorie  simple  clowne, 

With  ragiE:ed  weedes,  and  lockes  upstanng  hye, 

As  if  he  did  from  some  late  daunffer  fly, 

And  yet  his  feare  did  follow  him  behynd: 

Who  as  he  unto  him  ai>proached  nye. 

He  mote  perceive,  by  signes  which  he  did  fynd. 

That  Coridon  it  was,  the  silly  shepheards  hynd. 

Tho,  to  him  running  fast,  he  did  not  stay  28 

To  greet  him  iirst,  but  askt  where  were  the  rest. 
Where  Pastorell  P-;-who  full  of  fresh  dismay, 
And  gushing  forth  in  teares,  was  so  opprest. 
That  he  no  word  could  speake,  but  smit  his  brest» 
And  up  to  heaven  his  eyes  fast-streming  threw : 
Whereat  the  knight  amaz'd,  yet  did  not  rest, 
But  askt  againe,  What  ment  that  rufull  hew ; 
Where  was  his  Pastorell  P    Where  all  the  other  crew  P 

•*  Ah  1  well  away,"  sayd  he,  then  sighing  sore,  23 

•*  That  ever  I  did  live  this  day  to  see. 
This  dismall  day,  and  was  not  dead  before. 
Before  I  saw  faure  Paatorella  dye  V* 
**  Die !  out  alas !"  then  Calidore  did  cry, 
"  How  could  the  death  dare  ever  her  to  quell! 
But  read  thou,  Shepheard,  read  what  destiny 
Or  other  dyrefuU  nap  from  heaven  or  hell 
Ha^  wrought  this  wicked  deed :  doe  feare  away,  and  telL" 
do2 
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Tho,  when  the  shepheard  breathed  had  aidiyla,  80 

He  thus  began ;  "Where  shall  I  then  oommenee 

This  wofiill  tale  P  or  how  those  briffants  vyle 

With  cniell  rage  and  dreadfnll  violence 

Spoyld  all  our  cots,  and  caried  us  from  henoe ; 

Or  how  faire  Pastorell  should  hare  bene  sold 

To  marchants,  but  was  sav'd  with  strong  defence ; 

Or  how  those  theeves,  whilest  one  sooght  her  to  hold 

Fell  all  at  ods,  and  fought  through  fui^  fierce  and  bold. 

"  In  that  same  conflict  (woe  is  me !)  befell  *    SI 

This  fatall  chaunce,  this  dolefoll  accident^ 

Whose  heavy  tydings  now  I  have  to  telL 

First  all  the  captives,  which  they  here  had  heat. 

Were  by  them  slaine  by  generall  consult; 

Old  Melibee  and  his  good  wife  withall 

These  eyes  saw  die,  and  dearely  did  lamoit 

But,  when  the  lot  to  Pastorell  did  fall. 

Their  Captaine  long  withstood,  and  did  her  death  fontalL 

*'  But  what  could  he  gainst  all  them  doe  alone  P  93 

It  could  not  boot ;  needs  mote  she  die  at  last! 

I  onely  scapt  through  great  confusione 

Ofcryes  and  clamors,  which  amongst  them  pftstt 

In  dreadfull  darknesse,  dreadfully  affhast; 

That  better  were  with  them  to  have  bene  dead. 

Then  here  to  see  all  desolate  and  wast, 

Despoyled  of  those  ioyes  and  ioUyhead, 

Which  with  those  gentle  shepheards  hero  I  wont  to  lead." 

When  Calidore  these  rnefull  newes  had  ranght,  S3 

His  hart  quite  deaded  was  with  anguish  great. 

And  all  his  wits  with  doole  were  niffh  distraught. 

That  he  is  face,  his  head,  his  brest  did  beat, 

And  death  itselfe  unto  himselfe  did  threat; 

Oft  cursing  th'  heavens,  that  so  cruell  were 

To  her,  whose  name  he  often  did  repeat ; 

And  wishing  oft,  that  he  were  present  there 

When  she  was  slaine,  or  had  bene  to  her  sucooor  nere. 

But  after  griefe  awhile  had  had  his  oouxse,  34 

And  spent  itselfe  in  mourning,  he  at  last 
Began  to  mitigate  his  swelling  soune. 
And  in  his  mind  with  better  reason  cast 
How  he  might  save  her  life,  if  life  did  last ; 
Or,  if  that  dead,  how  he  her  death  might  wreake; 
Sith  otherwise  he  could  not  mend  thing  past ; 
Or,  if  it  to  reYenge  he  were  too  weake, 
^en  for  to  die  with  her,  and  his  Itrea  threed  to  breaka. 
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llio  Condon  he  prayi  sitli  he  well  knew  35 

The  readie  wav  unto  that  theevish  wonne. 

To  wend  with  him,  and  be  his  conduct  trew 

Unto  the  place,  to  see  what  should  be  donne : 

But  he,  whose  hart  through  feare  was  late  fordonne^ 

Would  not  for  ought  be  drawne  to  former  drede ; 

But  by  all  meanes  the  daunger  knowne  did  shonne : 

Yet  Calidore  so  well  him  wrought  with  meed. 

And  faire  bespoke  with  words,  that  he  at  last  agreed. 

So  forth  they  goe  together  {Qod  before)  36 

Both  clad  in  shepheards  weeds  agreeably. 

And  both  with  shepheards  hookes ;  but  Calidore 

Had,  underneath,  him  armed  privily: 

Tho,  to  the  place  when  they  approached  nye. 

They  chaunst,  upon  an  hill  not  farre  away^ 

Some  flockes  of  sheepe  and  shepheards  to  espy ; 

To  whom  they  both  agreed  to  take  their  way, 

In  hope  there  newes  to  leame,  how  they  mote  best  assay. 

There  did  they  find,  that  which  they  did  not  feare,  37 

The  self-same  flocks  the  which  those  theevee  had  refb 

From  Melibee  and  from  themselves  whyleare ; 

And  certaine  of  the  theeves  there  by  them  left, 

The  which,  for  want  of  heards,  themselves  then  kept : 

Bight  well  knew  Coridon  his  owne  late  sheepe. 

And,  seeing  them,  for  tender  pittie  wept : 

But,  when  ne  saw  the  theeves  which  did  them  keepe. 

His  hart  gan  fayle,  albe  he  saw  them  all  asleepe. 

But  Calidore  reoomforting  his  griefe,  38 

Thouffh  not  his  feare ;  for  nought  may  feare  disswade ; 

Him  hardly  forward  drew,  whereas  the  thiefe 

Laving  sleeping  soundly  in  the  bushes  shade. 

Whom  Condon  him  counseld  to  invade 

Now  all  unwares,  and  take  the  spoyle  away ; 

But  he,  that  in  his  mind  had  closely  made 

A  further  purpose,  would  not  so  them  slay, 

But  gently  waking  them  gave  them  tiie  time  of  day. 

Tho,  sitting  downe  by  them  upon  the  f^reene,  39 

Of  sundrie  things  he  purpose  gan  to  fame, 

That  he  by  them  might  certaine  tydings  weene 

Of  Pastorell,  were  she  alive  or  slame : 

Mongst  which  the  theeves  them  questioned  againe. 

What  mister  men,  and  eke  from  whence  they  were. 

To  whom  they  answer'd,  as  did  appertaine. 

That  they  were  poore  heardgroomes,  the  which  whylere 

Had  fr<»n  their  maitteiB  fled,  and  now  soofl^  byre  elsewhere. 
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Whereof  right  glad  they  seem'd,  and  offer  made  40 

To  hyre  them  well  if  they  their  flockes  would  keepo: 

For  they  themselves  were  evill  groomes,  they  sayo, 

Unwont  with  heards  to  watch  or  pasture  sheepe^ 

But  to  forray  the  land,  or  scoure  the  despe. 

Thereto  they  soone  agreed,  and  earnest  tooke 

To  keepe  their  fl jckes  for  litle  hyre  and  chepe ; 

For  they  fpr  better  hyre  did  shortly  looke : 

So  there  all  day  they  bode,  till  light  the  sky  forsooke. 

Tho,  whenas  towards  darksome  night  it  drew,  41 

Unto  their  hellish  dens  those  theeves  them  brought. 

Where  shortly  they  in  great  acquaintance  grew. 

And  all  the  secrets  of  their  entrayles  sought : 

There  did  they  find,  oontdLrie  to  their  thought, 

That  Pastorell  yet  lived :  but  all  the  rest 

Were  dead,  riffht  so  as  Coridon  had  taught; 

Whereof  they  both  full  glad  and  blyth  cud  rest. 

But  chiefly  Calidore,  whom  griefe  had  most  pooetL 

At  length,  when  they  occasion  fittest  found,  42 

In  dead  of  night,  when  all  the  theeves  did  rest 

After  a  late  forray,  and  slept  full  sound. 

Sir  Calidore  him  arm'd,  as  ne  thought  best; 

Having  of  late  by  diligent  inquest 

Provided  him  a  swordT of  meanest  sort ; 

With  which  he  streight  went  to  the  captaines  nest: 

But  Ck>ridon  durst  not  with  him  consort^ 

Ne  durst  abide  behind  for  dread  of  worse  effort 

When  to  the  cave  they  came,  they  found  it  £ut  43 

But  Calidore  with  huge  resistlesse  misht 

The  dores  assayled,  and  the  locks  up  orast: 

With  noyse  whereof  the  theefe  awaking  light 

Unto  the  entrance  ran ;  where  the  bold  Xni^t 

Encountering  him  with  small  resistenoe  slew : 

The  whiles  faire  Pastorell  through  great  affright 

Was  almost  dead,  misdoubting  least  of  new 

Some  uprore  were  like  that  which  latdy  she  did  yew. 

But  whenas  Calidore  was  oomen  in,  44 

And  gan  aloud  for  Pastorell  to  call, 
Knowinfl:  his  voice,  although  not  heard  long  ain. 
She  sudden  was  revived  therewithsil. 
And  wondrous  io;jr  felt  in  her  spirits  thrall: 
Like  him  that  bemg  long  in  tempest  tost, 
Looking  each  houre  into  Deathes  mouth  to  fall* 
A.t  length  espyes  at  hand  the  happie  cost, 
^  which  he  safety  hopes  that  earst  feared  to  be  lost 
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Her  gentle  hart,  that  now  long  season  past  45 

Had  nerer  ioyance  felt  nor  chearefiill  tnoafi^t, 

Began  some  smacke  of  comfort  new  to  tast, 

Like  l;rfeful  heat  to  nummed  senses  broaght, 

And  life  to  feele  that  long  for  death  had  sought. 

Ne  lesse  in  hart  reioyced  Calidore, 

When  he  her  found ;  but,  like  to  one  distraught 

And  robd  of  reason,  towards  her  him  bore ; 

A  thousand  times  embrast,.and  kist  a  thousand  more. 

But  now  by  this,  with  noyse  of  late  uprore,  46 

The  hue  and  cry  was  raysed  all  about ; 

And  all  the  brigants  flocking  in  great  store 

Unto  the  cave  gan  preasse,  nought  having  doubt 

Of  that  was  doen,  and  entered  in  a  rout. 

But  Calidore  in  th*  entry  close  did  stand, 

And,  entertayning  them  with  courage  stout, 

Still  slew  the  formost  that  came  first  to  hand ; 

So  long,  till  all  the  entry  was  with  bodies  mand. 

Tho,  when  no  more  could  nigh  to  him  approch,  47 

He  breath'd  his  sword,  and  rested  him  tdl  day : 

Whidi  when  he  spyde  upon  the  earth  t*  encroch, 

Through  the  dead  carcases  he  made  his  way, 

MoDgst  which  he  found  a  sword  of  better  say, 

With  which  he  forth  went  into  th'  open  light. 

Where  all  the  rest  for  him  did  readie  stay. 

And,  fierce  assayling  him,  with  all  their  might 

Gran  all  upon  him  lay :  there  gan  a  dreadfml  fi^t. 

How  many  flyes  in  whottest  summers  day  43 

Do  seize  upon  some  beast,  whose  flesh  is  bare, 

That  all  the  place  with  swarmes  do  oyerlay, 

And  with  their  litle  stings  right  felly  fare ; 

So  many  theeres  about  him  swarming  are, 

All  which  do  him  assay  le  on  every  side. 

And  sore  oppresse,  ne  an^  him  doth  spare ; 

But  he  doth  with  his  raging  brond  divide 

Their  thickest  troups,  and  round  about  him  scattreth  wide. 

Like  as  a  lion  mongst  an  heard  of  dere,  49 

Bisperseth  them  to  cat^'h  his  choysest  pray; 

So  did  he  fly  amon^t  them  here  and  there. 

And  all  that  nere  him  came  did  hew  and  slay, 

Till  he  had  strowd  with  bodies  all  the  way ; 

That  none  his  daunger  daring  to  abide 

Fled  from  his  wrath,  and  did  themselves  oonvay 

Into  their  caves,  their  heads  from  death  to  hide, 

Ne  any  left  that  victorie  to  him  envide. 
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Then,  baoke  retuminff  to  his  desrest  deare,  50 

He  her  gan  to  reoomfort,  all  he  might. 

With  gladrull  speaches  and  with  lovely  cheare; 

And  forth  her  bringing  to  the  iojoos  light. 

Whereof  she  long  had  lackt  the  wishfbll  sight, 

Deviz'd  all  goodly  meanes  firom  her  to  drive 

The  sad  remembrance  of  her  wretched  plight: 

So  her  nneath  at  last  he  did  revive 

That  long  had  Ijen  dead,  and  made  againe  alive. 

This  doen,  into  those  tbeevish  dens  he  went,  51 

And  thence  did  all  the  spoyles  and  tlureasurea  take. 

Which  they  from  man^  long  had  robd  and  rent : 

Bat  fortune  now  the  victors  meed  did  make; 

Of  which  the  best  he  did  his  love  betake ; 

And  also  all  those  flockes,  which  they  before 

Had  reft  from  Melibee  and  from  his  make. 

He  did  them  all  to  Coridon  restore : 

So  drove  them  all  away,  and  his  love  with  him  boro. 


CANTO  xn. 

Fayre  Pattorella  hj  grait  b«p 

Her  parents  undersUnds. 
Calidore  doth  the  blatant  beast 

Subdew,  and  bjmd  in  bands. 

LncB  as  a  ship,  that  through  the  ocean  wyde 
Directs  her  coarse  unto  one  certaine  cost. 
It  met  of  many  a  counter  winde  and  tyde, 
With  which  her  winged  speed  is  let  and  croet. 
And  she  herselfe  in  stormie  surges  tost ; 
Yet,  makinff  many  a  horde  and  many  a  bay. 
Still  winnetn  way,  ne  hath  her  oompasse  lost; 
^ffht  so  it  &ree  with  me  in  this  long  way. 
Whose  course  is  often  stayd,  yet  never  is  astray. 

For  all  that  hetherto  hath  long  delavd 

This  gentle  knight  from  sewing  his  first  quest. 

Though  out  of  course,  yet  hath  not  bene  mis-sayd. 

To  shew  the  courtesie  by  him  profest 

Even  unto  the  lowest  and  the  least. 

But  now  I  come  into  my  course  againe, 

To  his  atchievement  of  the  blatant  beast; 

Who  all  this  while  at  will  did  range  and  raine. 

Whilst  none  was  him  to  stop,  nor  none  him  to  restnuML 
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8ir  Calidore,  when  thus  he  now  had  ranght  3 

Faire  PastoreUa  from  those  bri^rants  powre. 

Unto  the  Castle  of  Belgard  her  brought, 

Whereof  was  lord  the  good  Sir  Bellamoure; 

Who  whylqme  was,  in  nis  youthes  freshest  flowre, 

A  lustie  knight  as  ever  wielded  speare. 

And  had  endured  many  a  dreadful!  stonre 

In  bloudj  battell  for  a  ladie  deare. 

The  fayrest  ladie  then  of  all  tiiat  Hying  were. 

Her  name  was  Claribell;  whose  father  hight  i 

The  lord  of  many  ilands,  farre  renound 

For  his  great  riches  and  his  greater  might : 

He,  through  the  wealth  wherein  he  did  abound, 

This  daughter  thought  in  wedlocke  to  have  bound 

Unto  the  Prince  of  Picteland,  bordering  nere ; 

But  she,  whose  sides  before  with  secret  wound 

Of  love  to  Bellamoure  empierced  were, 

By  all  meanes  shund  to  match  with  any  forreign  fere: 

And  Bellamour  againe  so  well  her  pleased  6 

With  dayly  service  and  attendance  dew, 

That  of  ner  love  he  was  entyrely  seized, 

And  closely  did  her  wed,  but  knowne  to  few ; 

Which  when  her  father  understood,  he  grew 

In  80  great  rage  that  them  in  dongeon  deepe 

Without  compassion  cruelly  he  tl:Jew ; 

Yet  did  so  streightly  them  asunder  keepe. 

That  neither  could  to  company  of  th' other  creepe. 

Nathlesse  Sir  Bellamour,  whether  through  grace  G 

Or  secret  guiftfl,  so  with  his  keepers  wrought, 

That  to  his  love  sometimes  he  came  in  place ; 

Whereof  her  wombe  unwist  to  wicht  was  fraught, 

And  in  dew  time  a  mayden  child  forth  brought: 

Which  she  streightway  (for  dread  least  if  her  syre 

Should  know  thereof  to  slav  he  would  have  sought) 

Delivered  to  her  handmaya,  Uiat  for  hyre 

She  should  it  cause  be  fostred  under  straimge  attyre. 

The  trustie  damzell  bearing  it  abrode  7 

Into  the  emptie  fields,  where  living  wight 

Mote  not  bewray  the  secret  of  her  lode. 

She  forth  gan  lay  unto  the  open  light 

The  litle  babe,  to  take  thereof  a  sight: 

Whom  whylest  she  did  with  watrie  eyne  behold, 

Upon  the  htle  brest,  like  christall  bright. 

She  mote  perceive  a  little  purple  mold. 

That  like  a  roee  her  silken  leaves  did  faire  unfold* 
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Well  she  it  markt,  and  pittied  ihe  more. 
Yet  could  not  remedie  her  wretched  case ; 
Bat,  closing  it  againe  like  as  before, 
Bedeaw'd  with  teares  there  left  it  in  tiie  place  ; 
Yet  left  not  quite,  but  drew  a  little  space 
Behind  the  bushes,  where  she  her  did  hjde. 
To  weet  what  mortall  hand,  or  heavens  grace. 
Would  for  the  wretched  infants  helpe  provydLe ; 
For  which  it  loudly  cald«  and  pittifully  ciyde. 

At  length  a  shepheard,  which  thereby  did  keepe  f 

His  fleecie  flocke  upon  the  plavnes  around. 

Led  with  the  infants  cry  that  loud  did  weepe. 

Came  to  the  place ;  where  when  he  wrapDed  found 

Th*  abandond  spoyle,  he  softly  it  unbouna ; 

And,  seeing  there  that  did  him  pittie  sore. 

He  tooke  it  up  and  in  his  mantle  wound ; 

So  home  unto  his  honest  wife  it  bore. 

Who  as  her  owne  it  nurst  and  named  erermore. 

Thus  long  continu'd  Claribell  a  thrall,  K) 

And  Bellamour  in  bands ;  till  that  her  syre 

Departed  life,  and  left  unto  them  all : 

Then  all  the  stormes  of  fortunes  former  yre 

Were  tumd,  and  they  to  freedome  did  retyre. 

Thenceforth  they  ioy*d  in  happinesse  together. 

And  lived  long  in  peace  and  love  entyre. 

Without  disquiet  or  dislike  of  ether. 

Till  time  that  Calidore  brought  Pastorella  thethor. 

Both  whom  thev  goodly  weU  did  entertaine ;  II 

For  Bellamour  knew  Calidore  right  well. 

And  loved  for  his  prowesse,  sith  they  twaine 

Long  since  had  fought  in  field :  als  Claribell 

Ne  lesse  did  tender  the  faire  Pastorell, 

Seeing  her  weake  and  wan  Uirough  durance  long. 

There  they  awhile  together  thus  did  dwell 

In  much  delight,  andmany  ioyes  among, 

XJntill  the  damsell  gan  to  wex  more  sound  and  strong.  ' 

Tho  gan  Sir  Calidore  him  to  advize  ]) 

Of  his  first  quest,  which  he  had  long  forlore, 

Asham'd  to  thinke  how  he  that  enterprize. 

The  which  the  Faery  Queene  had  long  afore 

Bequeathed  to  him,  forslaoked  had  so  sore ; 

That  much  he  feared  least  reproachfuU  blame 

With  foule  dishoDOur  him  mote  blot  therefore; 

Besides  the  losse  of  so  much  loos  and  fame. 

Am  through  the  world  therein  should  ^orifie  his  ntn^ 
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Therefore,  resolving  to  retame  in  hast  13 

Unto  BO  flpneat  atchievement,  he  bethought 

To  leave  nis  love,  now  perill  being  past, 

With  Claribell ;  whylest  he  that  monster  songht 

Throughout  the  world,  and  to  destruction  brought. 

So  takmg  leave  of  his  faire  Pastorell, 

Whom  to  recomfort  all  the  meanes  he  wrought. 

With  thanks  to  Bellamour  and  Claribell, 

He  went  forth  on  his  quest,  and  did  that  him  befelL 

But  first,  ere  I  doe  his  adventures  teU  14 

In  this  exploite,  me  needeth  to  declare 

What  did  betide  to  the  faire  Pastorell, 

During  his  absence  left  in  heavy  care, 

ThroujQ:h  daily  mourning  and  nightlv  misfare : 

Yet  did  that  auncient  matrone  all  she  might. 

To  cherish  her  with  all  things  choice  and  rare ; 

And  her  owne  handmayd,  that  Melissa  hight. 

Appointed  to  attend  her  dewlj  day  and  night 

Who  in  a  morning,  when  this  maiden  faire  15 

Was  dighting  her,  having  her  snowy  brest 

As  yet  not  laced,  nor  her  golden  hure 

Into  their  comely  tresses  aewly  drest, 

Chaunst  to  espy  upon  her  yvory  chest 

The  rosie  marke,  which  she  remembred  well 

That  litle  infant  had,  which  forth  she  kest, 

The  daughter  of  her  Lady  Claribell, 

The  which  she  bore  the  whiles  in  prison  she  did  dwelL 

Which  weU  avising,  streight  she  gan  to  cast  16 

In  her  conceiptfull  mynd  that  this  faire  mayd 

Was  that  same  infant,  which  so  long  sith  past 

She  in  the  open  fields  had  loosely  layd 

To  fortunes  spoile,  unable  it  to  ayd :  -. 

So,  full  of  ioy,  streight  forth  she  ran  in  hast 

Unto  her  mistresse,  being  halfe  dismayd. 

To  tell  her,  how  the  heavens  had  her  graste, 

To  save  her  chylde,  which  in  misfortunes  mouth  was  plaste« 

The  sober  mother  seeing  such  her  mood,  17 

Yet  knowing  not  what  meant  that  sodaine  thro, 

Askt  her,  how  mote  her  words  be  understood, 

And  what  the  matter  was  that  mov'd  her  so. 

**  My  liefe,"  sayd  she,  "  ye  know  that  long  ygo, 

Whilest  ye  in  durance  dwelt,  ye  to  me  gave 

A  little  mayde,  the  which  ye  chylded  tho ; 

The  same  againe  if  now  ye  hst  to  have. 

The  same  is  yonder  lady,  whom  High  God  did  savo." 
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Much  was  the  lady  troabled  at  that  speach,  18 

And  gan  to  question  streight  how  she  it  knew. 

'*  Most  certame  markes/*  sayd  she,  *'  do  me  it  teach; 

For  on  her  breast  I  with  these  eyes  did  rew 

The  little  purple  rose  which  thereon  grew, 

Whereof  her  name  ye  then  to  her  dicTgiTe, 

Besides,  her  countenaunce  and  her  likely  hew. 

Matched  with  e<^uall  years,  do  surely  prieye 

That  yond  same  is  your  daughter  sure,  whidi  yet  doth  lire.** 

The  matrone  stayd  no  lenger  to  enquire,  19 

But  forth  in  hast  ran  to  the  straunger  m^yd ; 

Whom  catching  greedily,  for  great  desire 

Bent  up  her  brest,  and  oosome  open  layd. 

In  which  that  rose  she  plainely  saw  displayd : 

Then,  her  embracing  twixt  her  armes  twame. 

So  long  80  held,  and  sofUy  weeping  sayd^ 

"  And  liyest  thou,  my  daughter,  now  agameP 

And  art  thou  yet  aliye,  whom  dead  I  long  did  faioeP** 

Tho  further  asking[  her  of  sundry  things,  20 

And  times  comparmg  with  their  accidents. 

She  found  at  last,  by  yery  oertaine  signes 

And  speaking  markes  of  passed  monuments. 

That  this  young  mayd,  whom  chance  to  her  presents. 

Is  her  owne  daughter,  her  owne  in&nt  deare. 

Tho,  wondring  long  at  those  so  straunge  eyents, 

A  thousand  times  she  her  embraced  nere. 

With  many  a  ioyfull  kiase  and  many  a  melting  teare. 

Whoeyer  is  the  mother  of  one  ehylde,  21 

Which  haying  thought  long  dead  she  fyndes  aliye. 

Let  her  by  proofe  of  that  which  she  hath  fylde 

In  her  owne  breast,  this  mothers  ioy  descnye: 

For  other  none  such  passion  can  oontriye 

In  perfect  forme,  as  this  good  lady  felt. 

When  she  so  faire  a  daughter  saw  suryiye, 

As  Pastorella  was ;  that  nigh  she  swelt 

For  passing  ioy,  which  did  all  into  pitty  melt 

Thence  running  forth  unto  her  lored  lord,  23 

She  unto  him  recounted  all  that  fell : 

Who,  ioyning  ioy  with  her  in  one  accord, 

Acknowledg  jd,  for  his  owne,  fidre  BsstorelL 

There  leaye  we  them  in  ioy,  and  let  us  tell 

Of  Cahdore ;  who,  seeking  aU  this  while 

That  monstrous  beast  b/  nnall  force  to  qaeU, 

^rough  eyery  place  with  restlesse  paine  and  toile 

Him  follow'd  by  the  tract  of  hif  oo&agious  fpoile. 
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Throui^li  all  estates  he  found  that  he  had  past,  28 

In  which  he  many  massacres  had  left. 

And  to  the  clergy  now  was  come  at  last ; 

In  which  such  spoile,  such  hayooke,  and  such  theft 

He  wronffht,  that  thence  all  cxxKiDesse  he  bereft 

That  endlesse  were  to  tell.    The  elfin  knight, 

Who  now  no  place  besides  unsought  had  left, 

At  length  into  a  monastere  did  light, 

Where  he  him  found  despoyling  all  with  maine  and  might. 

Into  their  cloysters  now  he  broken  had,  24 

Through  which  the  monokes  he  chaced  here  and  there, 
And  them  pursued  into  their  dortours  sad, 
And  searched  all  their  cek  and  secrets  neare ; 
In  which  what  filth  and  ordure  did  appeare. 
Were  yrkesome  to  report;  yet  that  foule  beast, 
Nought  sparing  them,  the  more  did  tosse  and  teare, 
And  ransacke  all  their  dennes  from  most  to  least, 
Begarding  nought  religion  nor  their  holy  beast. 

From  thence  into  the  sacred  church  he  broke,  25 

And  robd  the  chancell,  and  the  deskes  downe  threw. 

And  altars  fouled,  and  blasphemy  spoke, 

And  the  images,  for  all  their  goodly  hew, 

Did  cast  to  ground,  whilest  none  was  them  to  rew; 

So  all  confounded  and  disordered  there : 

But,  seeing  Calidore,  away  he  flew, 

Snowing  his  fatall  hand  by  former  feare ; 

But  he  mm  fast  pursuing  soone  approached  neare. 

Him  in  a  narrow  place  he  oyertooke,  26 

And  fierce  assailing  forst  him  tume  againe : 

Stemely  he  tumd  againe,  when  he  him  strooke 

With  his  sharpe  Steele,  and  ran  at  him  amaine 

With  open  mouth,  that  seemed  to  containe 

A  full  good  pecke  within  the  utmost  brim. 

All  set  with  3rron  teeth  in  raunges  twaine. 

That  terrifide  his  foes,  and  armed  him. 

Appearing  like  the  mouth  of  Orcus  griesly  grim : 

And  therein  were  a  thousand  ionm  empight  27 

Of  sundiy  kindes  and  sundrr  quality ; 

Some  were  of  dogs,  that  barked  day  and  night; 

And  some  of  cats,  that  wrawling  still  did  cry ; 

And  some  of  beares,  that  groynd  continually; 

And  some  of  tygres,  that  did  seeme  to  gren 

And  snar  at  all  that  ever  passed  bv : 

But  most  of  them  were  tongues  of  mortall  men. 

Which  spake  reproachfully,  not  caring  where  nor  when. 
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And  them  amongst  were  min^^led  here  and  there  28 

The  tongues  of  serpents,  with  three-forked  stings, 

That  spat  out  poyson,  and  gore-bloudy  gere, 

At  all  that  came  within  his  ravenings ; 

And  spake  licentious  words  and  hatefuU  things 

Of  ffood  and  bad  alike,  of  low  and  hie, 

Ne  lesars  spared  he  a  whit  nor  kin^ ; 

But  either  blotted  them  with  infamie. 

Or  bit  them  with  his  banefiill  teeth  of  iniuij. 

But  Calidore,  thereof  no  wlut  airayd,  29 

Sencountred  him  with  so  impetuous  midit. 

That  th'  outrage  of  his  yiolence  he  stajoj 

And  bet  abacke  threatning  in  yaioe  to  bite. 

And  spitting  forth  the  povson  of  his  spight 

That  fomed  all  about  his  bloody  iawes : 

Tho,  rearing  up  his  former  feete  on  hi|^t. 

He  rampt  upon  him  with  his  ravenous  pawes. 

As  if  he  would  hare  rent  him  with  his  cruell  clawei: 

But  he  riffht  well  aware,  his  rage  to  ward,  30 

Did  cast  nis  shield  atweene ;  and,  therewithal! 

Putting  his  puissaunce  forth,  pursued  so  hard. 

That  backeward  he  enforced  him  to  fall; 

And,  being  downe,  ere  he  new  helpe  could  call. 

His  shield  he  on  him  threw,  and  fast  downe  held; 

Like  as  a  bullocke,  that  in  bloudy  stall 

Of  butchers  balefull  hand  to  ground  is  feld. 

Is  forcibly  kept  downe,  till  he  be  throughly  qodd. 

Full  cruelly  the  beast  did  rage  and  rore  SI 

To  be  downe  held,  and  maystred  so  with  mi^t. 

That  he  ^:an  fret  and  fome  out  bloudy  gore, 

Striving  m  vaine  to  rere  himself  upn^t : 

For  still,  the  more  he  strove,  the  more  the  kni^^ 

Did  him  suppresse,  and  forcibly  subdew ; 

That  made  nun  almost  mad  for  fell  despight: 

He  grind,  he  bit,  he  scracht,  he  venim  threw, 

Anclfared  like  a  feend  right  horrible  in  hew: 

Or  like  the  hell-borne  hydra,  which  they  fiune  SS 

That  great  Alcides  whilome  overthrew. 

After  that  he  had  labourd  long  in  vaine 

To  crop  his  thousand  heads,  the  which  still  new 

Forth  budded,  and  in  ffreater  number  grew. 

Such  was  the  fury  of  this  hellish  beast, 

Whilest  Calidore  him  under  him  downe  threw ; 

Who  nathemore  his  heavy  load  releast. 

But  aje,  the  more  he  rag*d,  the  more  his  powre  i 
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Tho.  when  the  beast  saw  he  mote  nought  availe  33 

By  force,  he  gan  lus  hundred  tonsaes  app]y. 

And  sharpely  at  him  to  revile  and  raile 

With  bitter  termes  of  shamefull  infamy; 

Oft  interlacing  many  a  forged  lie. 

Whose  like  he  never  once  did  speake,  nor  heare, 

Kor  ever  thought  thing  so  unworthily: 

Yet  did  he  nought,  for  all  that,  him  torbeare, 

But  strained  him  so  streightly  that  he  chokt  him  neare. 

At  last,  whenas  he  found  his  force  to  shrincka  34 

And  rage  to  quaile,  he  tooke  a  muzzle  strong 

Of  surest  yron  made  with  many  a  lincke ; 

Therewith  he  mured  up  his  mouth  along. 

And  therein  shut  up  his  blasphemous  tong, 

For  never  more  defaming  gentle  knight, 

Or  unto  lovely  lady  doing  wrouj^ : 

And  thereunto  a  great  long  chame  he  tight. 

With  which  he  drow  him  ibrth,  even  in  his  own  despight. 

Like  as  whyldme  that  strong  Tirvnthian  swaine  35 

Brought  forth  with  him  the  dreadfull  dog  of  hell. 

Against  his  will  fast  bound  in  yron  chaine. 

And  roring  horribly  did  him  oompell 

To  see  the  hatefull  sunne,  that  he  mieht  teU 

To  griesl V  Pluto,  what  on  earth  was  donne, 

And  to  the  other  damned  ghosts  which  dwell 

For  aye  in  darkenesse  which  dajr-ligbt  dothshonne: 

So  lea  this  knight  his  captyye  with  like  conquest  wonne. 

Yet  greatly  did  the  beast  repine  at  those  36 

Straunge  bands,  whose  like  till  then  he  nerer  bore, 

Ne  ever  an^  durst  till  then  impose ; 

And  chaufied  inly,  seeing  now  no  more 

Him  libertv  was  left  aloud  to  rore : 

Yet  durst  he  not  draw  backe,  nor  once  withstand 

The  proved  powre  of  noble  Cahdore ; 

But  trembled  underneath  his  mightie  hand, 

And  like  a  feare^U  dog  him  followed  through  the  land. 

Him  through  all  Faery  land  he  follow'd  so,  37 

As  if  he  learned  had  obedience  long, 

That  all  the  people,  whereso  he  did  go, 

Out  of  their  townes  did  round  about  him  throng, 

To  see  him  leade  that  beast  in  bondage  strong; 

And  seeing  it,  much  wonder'd  at  the  sight : 

And  all  such  persons,  as  he  earst  did  wrong, 

Beioyced  much  to  see  his  captive  plight. 

And  much  admyr'd  the  beast,  but  more  admyr'd  the  knight. 
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Thus  was  this  monster,  by  the  maTstriiiff  mi^t  98 

Of  doughty  Calidore,  sapprest  and  tamed. 

That  never  more  he  mote  endammadge  wifht 

With  his  vile  tongue,  which  many  hi^  defamed. 

And  many  causelesse  caused  to  be  blamed: 

So  did  he  eeke  long  after  this  renudner 

Until]  that,  (whether  wicked  fate  so  framed 

Or  fault  of  men,)  he  broke  his  yron  chaine. 

And  got  into  the  world  at  liberty  againe. 

Thenceforth  moro  misohiefe  and  more  scath  he  wxoa^bi  39 

To  mortidl  men  than  he  had  done  before ; 

Ne  ever  could,  by  any,  more  be  bron^t 

Into  like  bands,  ne  maystred  any  more : 

Albe  that,  long  time  after  Calidore, 

The  good  Sir  Felleas  him  tooke  in  hand; 

And  after  him  Sir  Lamoracke  of  yore ; 

And  all  his  brethren  borne  in  Britaine  land; 

Yet  none  of  them  could  ever  bring  him  into  band. 

So  now  he  ranngeth  through  the  worid  againa^  40 

And  rageth  sore  in  each  d^pree  and  state; 

Ne  any  is  that  may  him  now  restraine, 

He  growen  is  so  great  and  strong  of  late. 

Barking  and  biting  all  that  him  doe  bate, 

Albe  they  worthy  blame,  or  dears  of  crime; 

Ne  spareth  he  most  learned  wits  to  rate, 

Ne  spareth  he  the  gentle  poets  rime ; 

But  rends,  without  regard  of  person  or  of  time. 

Ne  may  this  homely  verse,  of  many  meanest,  41 

Hope  to  escape  his  venomous  despite. 

More  than  nrjr  former  writs,  all  were  they  cleanest 

From  blomefull  blot,  and  free  from  all  Uiat  wite 

With  which  some  wicked  tongues  did  it  backebite. 

And  bring  into  a  mighty  peres  displeasure. 

That  never  so  deserved  to  endite ; 

Therefore  do  you,  my  rimes,  keep  better  measure. 

And  seeke  to  please;  that  now  is  counted  wise  men  threasore. 
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TWO  CANTOS 

OF  MUTABILITIE: 

WHICH,    BOTH    FOR    PORMB    AND    MATTEB^ 

AnMAMM  TO  BB  FABOBLL  OV  BOMB  TOLLOWIBO  BOOKB  01 

THE  FAERIE  QUEENE. 

WDBB 

^e  Xcgentr  of  Cimstandt. 


CANTO  VI. 

Frond  Cluuige  (not  pleasd  in  mortoll  thingi 

Beneath  the  moone  to  ntlgne) 
Pretends,  as  well  of  goda  as  men. 

To  be  the  Boreraine. 

WHAT  man  that  sees  the  ever-whirling  wheele  1 

Of  Change,  the  which  all  mortall  ihinffs  doth  sway, 
But  that  thereby  doth  find,  and  plainly  feele. 
How  Mutability  in  them  doth  play 
Her  cruell  sports  to  many  mens  decay  P 
Which  that  to  all  may  better  yet  appeare, 
I  will  rehearse,  that  wlnrlome  I  heard  say, 
How  she  at  first  herself  began  to  reare  p^eare. 

Gainst  fldl  the  gods,  and  th*  empire  sought  from  them  to 

But  first,  here  falleth  fittest  to  unfold  2 

Her  antique  race  and  linage  ancient, 

As  I  have  found  it  registrcd  of  old 

In  Faeiy  land  mongst  records  permanent 

She  was,  to  weet,  a  daughter  by  descent 

Of  those  old  Titans  that  did  whylome  striye 

With  Satumes  sonne  for  heavens  regiment : 

Whom  thoujgfh  high  love  of  kingdome  did  dei^rive, 

Yet  many  of  their  stemme  long  after  did  survive : 

And  many  of  them  afterwards  obtain'd  8 

Qteat  power  of  love,  and  high  authority: 
As  Hecate,  in  whose  alndghty  hand 
He  plac't  all  rule  and  principality. 
To  be  by  her  disposed  diversly 
To  ffods  and  men,  as  she  them  list  divide  i 
Ana  drad  Bellona,  that  doth  sound  on  hie 
Warres  and  allarums  unto  nations  wide. 
That  makes  both  heaven  and  earth  to  tremble  at  her  pride. 
Sd 

le 


y  Google 


770  THB  FABBIE  QUEEKB. 

So  likewise  did  this  Titanesse  aspire 
'Rule  and  dominion  to  herselfe  to  gaine ; 
That  as  a  goddesse  men  miffht  her  admire. 
And  heavenly  honours  yield,  as  to  them  twaine ; 
And  first,  on  earth  she  sought  it  to  ohtaine ; 
Where  she  such  proofe  and  sad  examples  shewed 
Of  her  great  power,  to  many  ones  great  pune. 
That  not  men  onely  (whom  she  soone  subdewed) 
But  eke  all  other  creatures  her  bad  dooings  rewed. 

For  she  the  face  of  earthly  thincs  so  changed. 

That  all  which  Mature  had  establisht  first. 

In  good  estate,  and  in  meet  order  ranged. 

She  did  pervert,  and  all  their  statutes  t)urst : 

And  all  me  worlds  faire  frame  (which  none  yefc  durst 

Of  gods  or  men  to  alter  or  misguide) 

She  alter'd  quite ;  and  made  them  all  accurst 

That  Grod  had  blest,  and  did  at  first  provide 

In  that  still  happy  state  for  ever  to  abide. 

Ne  shee  the  lawes  of  Nature  onely  brake. 

But  eke  of  iustice,  and  of  policie ; 

And  wrong  of  right,  and  bad  of  good  did  make. 

And  death  for  hfe  exchapged  foolishlie : 

Since  which,  all  living  wights  have  learned  to  die. 

And  all  this  world  is  woxen  daily  worse. 

O  pittious  worke  of  Mutabilitie, 

By  which  we  all  are  subiect  to  that  curse. 

And  death,  instead  of  life,  have  sucked  from  our  none! 

And  now,  when  all  the  earth  she  thus  had  broo^t 
To  her  behest  and  thralled  to  her  might. 
She  gan  to  cast  in  her  ambitious  thought 
T*  attempt  the  empire  of  the  heavens  night. 
And  love  himselfe  to  shoulder  from  his  right. 
And  first,  she  past  the  region  of  the  ayre 
And  of  the  fire,  whose  substance  thin  and  slight 
Made  no  resistance,  ne  could  her  contraire. 
But  ready  to  her  pleasure  did  prepaire. 

Thence  to  the  circle  of  the  moone  she  clambe, 
"Where  Cynthia  raises  in  everlasting  glory. 
To  whose  bright  shming  palace  straight  she  came. 
All  fairel;r  deckt  with  heavens  goodly  story ; 
Whose  silver  gates  (by  which  there  sate  an  hory 
Old  aged  sire,  with  howre-glasse  in  hand, 
Hight  Tyme,)  she  entered,  were  he  liefe  or  sory; 
"^^'^  staide  tall  she  the  highest  stage  had  scand, 
^  Cynthia  did  sit,  that  never  still  did  stand. 
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Her  sitting?  on  an  ivoiy  throne  sliee  fonnd,  ^ 

Drawne  of  two  steeds,  th*  one  black,  the  other  white, 
Environ 'd  with  tenne  thousand  starres  around. 
That  duhr  her  attended  day  and  night ; 
And  by  her  side  there  ran  a  page,  that  hight 
Vesper,  whom  we  the  evenin^-starre  intend ;  ^ 
That  with  his  torche,  still  twinkling  like  twy light 
Her  lightened  all  the  way  where  she  would  wend 
And  ioy  to  weary  wandering  travellers  did  lend : 

That  when  the  hardy  Titanesse  beheld  10 

The  goodly  building  of  her  palace  bright, 

Made  of  the  heavens  substance,  and  up -held. 

With  thousand  crystall  pillors  of  huge  hight ; 

Shee  gan  to  bume  in  her  ambitious  spright 

And  t  envie  her  that  in  such  glorie  raigned. 

Eftsoones  she  cast  by  force  and  tortious  might 

Her  to  displace,  and  to  herselfe  t*  have  gained 

The  kingdome  of  the  night,  and  waters  by  her  wained. 

Boldly  she  bid  the  goddesse  downe  descend,  11 

And  let  herselfe  into  that  ivory  throne ; 

For  she  herselfe  more  worthy  thereof  wend. 

And  better  able  it  to  guide  alone  ; 

Whether  to  men  whose  fall  she  did  bemono. 

Or  unto  gods  whose  state  she  did  maligne. 

Or  to  th'  infemall  powers  her  need  give  lone 

Of  her  faire  light  and  bounty  most  benigne, 

Herselfe  of  all  that  rule  ahee  deemed  moat  condigne. 

But  shee  that  had  to  her  that  soveraigne  seat  12 

By-  highest  love  assign'd,  therein  to  beare 

Nights  burning  lamp,  regarded  not  her  threat, 

Ne  yielded  ouglit  for  favour  or  for  feare ; 

But,  with  steme  countenance  and  disdainfuU  cheare. 

Bending  her  homed  browes,  did  put  her  back ; 

And,  boldly  blaming  her  for  conung  there. 

Bade  her  attonce  from  heavens  cost  to  pack, 

Or  at  her  perill  bide  the  wrathfoll  thunders  wrack« 

Yet  nathemore  the  giantesse  forbare ;  13 

But  boldlv  preacing  on,  raught  forth  her  hand 

To  nluck  her  downe  perforce  from  off  her  chairo ; 

Ana,  there-with  lifting  up  her  golden  wand. 

Threatened  to  strike  her  if  she  did  with-stand : 

Whereat  the  starres,  which  round  about  her  blazed, 

And  eke  the  moones  bright  wagon  still  did  stand, 

All  beeing  with  so  bold  attempt  amazed. 

And  on  her  uncouth  habit  and  steme  looke  still  gazed. 
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Meanwhile  the  lower  world,  winck  nothing  knew  U 

,  Of  all  that  chaunoed  here,  was  darkened  quite ; 
'  And  eke  the  heavens,  and  all  the  heayenlj  crew 
Of  happy  wights,  now  unpurvmde  of  light, 
Were  much  afraid  and  wondred  at  that  sig^ ; 
Fearing  lest  Chaos  broken  had  his  chaine. 
And  brought  againe  on  them  etemall  night ; 
But  chiefly  Mercury,  that  next  doth  raigne, 
Ban  forth  in  haste  unto  the  king  of  gods  to  plaine 

All  ran  together  with  a  great  out-ciy  IS 

To  loyes  (aire  palace  fixt  in  heayen  s  hight; 

And,  beating  at  his  gates  full  earnestly, 

Gan  call  to  him  aloud  with  all  their  might. 

To  know  what  meant  that  suddaine  \biSl  of  li^t. 

The  father  of  the  gods,  when  this  he  heard. 

Was  troubled  much  at  their  so  strange  affiright^ 

Doubting  least  lyphon  were  againe  uprear'd. 

Or  otlier  nis  old  foes  that  onoe  him  sorely  feared. 

Eftsoones  the  sonne  of  Maie  forth  he  sent  16 

Downe  to  the  circle  of  the  moone,  to  knowe 

The  cause  of  this  so  strange  astonishment, 

And  why  shee  did  her  wonted  course  forslowei 

And,  if  that  any  were  on  earth  belowe 

That  did  with  charmes  or  magick  her  molest* 

Him  to  attache,  and  down  to  nell  to  throwe ; 

But  if  from  heaven  it  were,  then  to  arrest 

The  author,  and  him  bring  before  his  presence  prest. 

The  wingd-foot  god  so  fast  his  plumes  did  beat»  17 

That  soon  he  came  whereas  the  Titanesse 

Was  striving  with  faire  Cynthia  for  her  seat ; 

At  whose  strange  si:ht  and  haughty  hardinease 

He  wondred  much,  and  feared  1^  no  lease : 

Tet,  laying  feare  aside  to  doe  his  charge. 

At  last  he  Dade  her,  with  bold  stedfastnesse, 

Ceasse  to  molest  the  moone  to  walke  at  lar^ 

Or  come  before  high  love  her  dooings  to  discharge. 

And  therewithall  he  on  her  shoulder  laid  IS 

His  snakr-wreathed  mace,  whose  awfull  power 

Doth  make  both  gods  and  hellish  fiends  afiraidt 

Whereat  the  Titanesse  did  sternely  lower, 

And  stoutly  answer 'd ;  That  in  evill  hower 

He  from  his  love  such  message  to  her  brought, 

To  bid  her  leave  faire  Ovnthias  silver  bower ; 

Sith  shee  his  love  and  nim  esteemed  nought. 

No  more  then  CyntJiias  selfe;  but  all  theirjungdoms  sought 
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The  heavens  herald  staid  not  to  reply,  19 

But  past  awav,  his  doings  to  relate 

Unto  his  lord ;  who  now,  in  th*  highest  sky. 

Was  placed  in  his  principall  estate. 

With  all  the  gods  about  nim  congregate : 

To  whom  when  Hermes  had  his  message  told. 

It  did  them  all  exceedingly  amate. 

Save  love ;  who  changing  nought  his  count* nance  bold. 

Did  unto  them  at  length  these  speeches  wise  unfold. 

•'  Harken  to  mee  awhile,  ye  heavenly  powers :  20 

Ye  may  remember  since  th'  earths  cursed  seed 

Sought  to  assaile  the  heavens  etemall  towers, 

And  to  us  all  exceeding  feare  did  breed ; 

Sut,  how  we  then  defeated  all  their  deed, 

Yee  all  doe  know,  and  them  destroied  quite ; 

Yet  not  so  quite,  but  that  there  did  succeed 

An  off-spring  of  their  bloud,  which  did  alite 

Upon  the  fruitfull  earth,  which  doth  us  yet  despite. 

"Of  that  bad  seed  is  this  bold  woman  bred,  21 

That  now  with  bold  presumption  doth  aspire 

To  thrust  faire  Phcebe  from  her  silver  bed. 

And  eke  ourselves  from  heavens  high  empire, 

If  that  her  might  were  match  to  her  desire : 

Wherefore  it  now  behoves  us  to  advise 

What  way  is  best  to  drive  her  to  retire ; 

Whether  oy  open  force,  or  counsell  wise : 

Areed,  ye  sonnee  of  Gk>d,  as  best  ye  can  devise." 

So  having  said,  he  oeast ;  and  with  his  brow  22 

elis  black  e^e-brow,  whose  doomefull  dreaded  bedc 
wont  to  wield  the  world  unto  his  vow. 
And  even  the  highest  powers  of  heaven  to  check,) 
Made  signe  to  them  in  their  degrees  to  speake : 
Who  straight  san  cast  their  counsell  grave  and  wise. 
Meanewhile  th  earths  daughter,  thou^  she  nought  did  reck 
Of  Hermes  message,  yet  gan  now  advise 
What  course  were  best  to  take  in  this  hot  bold  emprize. 

Eftsoones  she  thus  resolv'd ;  that  whil'st  the  gods  23 

(After  retume  of  Hermes  embassie) 

Were  troubled,  and  amongst  themselves  at  ods ; 

Before  they  could  new  counsells  re-allie. 

To  set  upon  them  in  that  extasie. 

And  take  what  fortune,  time,  and  place  would  lend: 

So  forth  she  rose,  and  through  the  purest  sky 

To  loves  high  palace  straight  cast  to  ascend. 

To  prosecute  her  plot :  good  onset  beads  good  end. 
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Shee  there  arriving  boldly  in  did  pass ;  SI 

Where  all  the  gods  she  found  in  counsell  dose. 

All  ^uite  unarm'd,  as  then  her  manner  was. 

At  sight  of  her  they  suddaine  all  arose 

In  great  amaze,  ne  wist  what  way  to  chose : 

But  love,  all  fearlesse,  forc*t  them  to  aby ; 

And  in  his  soveraine  throne  gan  straight  dispose 

Himselfe,  more  full  of  gnuce  and  maiestie, 

rhat  mote  encheare  his  friends,  and  foes  mote  terrifie. 

That  when  the  haughty  TOanesse  beheld,  g 

All  were  she  fraught  with  pride  and  impudence. 

Yet  with  the  si^ht  thereof  was  almost  queld ; 

And,  inly  quakmg,  seem'd  as  reft  of  sense 

And  voyd  of  speech  in  that  drad  audience ; 

tJntiU  that  love  himselfe  herselfe  bespake : 

"  Speake,  thou  fraile  woman,  speake  with  confidence ; 

Whence  art  thou,  and  what  doost  thou  here  now  make? 

What  idle  errand  hast  thou  earths  mansion  to  forsake?^ 

Shee,  halfe  confused  with  his  (rreat  commannd,  36 

Yet  gathering  spirit  of  her  natures  pride. 

Him  Doldly  answer'd  thus  to  his  demaund ; 

••I  am  a  daughter,  by  the  mothers  side, 

Of  her  that  is  grand-mother  magnifide 

Of  all  the  gods,  great  Earth,  great  Chaos  child : 

But  by  the  fathers,  be  it  not  envide, 

Igreater  am  in  bloud,  whereon  I  build, 

Then  aU  the  gods,  though  wrongfully  from  heaven  exilU 

"For  Titan,  as  ye  all  acknowledge  must,  g; 

Was  Satumes  elder  brother  by  birth-right ; 

Both  Bonnes  of  Uranus ;  but  by  uniust 

And  guileful!  meanes,  through  Corj'bantes  slight, 

The  younger  thrust  the  elder  from  his  right : 

Since  which  thou,  love,  iniuriously  hast  held 

The  heavens  rule  from  Titans  sonnes  by  mijcrht ; 

And  them  to  hellish  dungeons  downe  hast  feld : 

Witnesse,  ye  heavens,  the  truth  of  all  that  I  have  teld!" 

Whil'st  she  thus  spake,  the  pods  that  gave  good  eare      28 

To  her  bold  words,  and  marked  well  her  grace, 

tBeeing  of  stature  tall  as  any  there 

Of  all  the  gods,  and  beautifuU  of  face 

As  any  of  the  goddesses  in  place,) 

Stood  all  astomed ;  like  a  sort  of  steeres, 

Mongst  whom  some  beast  of  strance  and  forraine  race 

Unwares  is  chaunc't,  far  straying  from  his  peeres  • 

So  did  their  ghastly  gaze  bewray  their  hidden  fearei. 
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Till,  having  pauz'd  awhile,  love  thus  bespake,  29 

**  WiU  never  mortall  thoughta  cease  to  aspire 

In  this  bold  sort  to  heaven  claime  to  make, 

And  touch  celestiall  seates  with  earthly  mire? 

I  would  have  thought  that  bold  Procrustes  hire, 

Ot  Typhons  fall,  or  proud  Ixions  paine 

Or  great  Prometheus  tasteing  of  our  ire. 

Would  have  suffiz'd  the  rest  for  to  restraine. 

And  wam'd  all  men,  by  their  example,  to  refraine ; 

"  But  now  this  off-scum  of  that  cursed  fry  30 

Dare  to  renew  the  like  bold  enterprize. 

And  chalenge  th*  heritage  of  tins  our  skie ; 

Whom  what  should  hinder,  but  that  we  likewise 

Should  handle  as  the  rest  of  her  allies. 

And  thunder-drive  to  hell?"    With  that  he  shooke 

His  nectar-deawed  locks,  with  which  the  skyes 

And  all  the  world  beneath  for  terror  quooke, 

And  eft  his  burning  levin-brond  in  hand  he  tooke. 

But  when  he  looked  on  her  lovely  face,  31 

In  which  faire  beames  of  beauty  did  appeare 

That  could  the  greatest  wrath  soone  turne  to  grace, 

^uch  sway  doth  beauty  even  in  heaven  beare,} 

He  staide  his  hand ;  and,  having  chang'd  his  cheare, 

He  thus  againe  in  milder  wise  be^an ; 

"  But  ah !  if  gods  should  strive  with  flesh  yfere 

Then  shortly  should  the  progeny  of  man 

Be  rooted  out,  if  love  should  doe  still  what  he  can» 

"  But  thee,  faire  Titans  child,  I  rather  weene,  33 

Through  some  vaine  errour,  or  inducement  light, 

To  see  that  mortall  eyes  have  never  scene ; 

Or  through  ensample  of  thy  sisters  might, 

Bellona,  whose  great  glory  thou  doost  spight. 

Since  thou  hast  scene  ner  dreadfull  power  belowe: 

Mongst  wretched  men,  dismaide  with  her  afiright. 

To  bandie  crownes,  and  kingdoms  to  bestowe : 

And  sure  thy  worth  no  lesse  then  hers  doth  seem  to  showe. 

"  But  wote  thou  this,  thou  hardy  Titanesse,  33 

That  not  the  worth  of  any  living  wight 

May  challenge  ought  in  heavens  interesse ; 

Much  lesse  tue  title  of  old  Titans  right : 

For  we  by  conquest,  of  our  soveraine  might, 

And  by  etemall  doome  of  Fates  decree. 

Have  wonne  the  empire  of  the  heavens  bright ; 

Which  to  ourselves  we  hold,  and  to  whom  wee 

Shall  worthy  dceme  partakers  of  our  blisse  to  bee. 
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''Then  oeasse  thy  idle  olaime,  thou  foolish  gerle;  84 

And  seeke  hv  grace  and  goodnesse  to  obtaine 

That  place,  from  whidi  b j  folly  Titan  fell ; 

Thereto  thou  maist  perhaps,  if  so  thou  faine, 

Haye  lore  thy  graaous  lord  and  sorendgne." 

So  haying  said,  she  thus  to  him  replyde ; 

** Ceasse,  Satumes  sonne,  to  seekejbr  pit)ffer8  yaino 

Of  idle  hopes  t'  allare  mee  to  thy  side. 

For  to  betray  my  right  before  I  haye  it  tride. 

*'  But  thee,  O  loye,  no  equal  ind^  I  deeme  85 

Of  my  desert,  or  of  my  dewfull  ng^t ; 

That  m  thine  owne  benalfe  maist  partiall  seemes 

But  to  the  highest  him,  that  is  benight 

Father  of  gods  and  men  by  equall  might. 

To  weet,  the  god  of  Natnre,  I  ai^peale." 

Thereat  loye  wexed  wroth,  and  m  his  sprint 

Did  inly  gmdge.  yet  did  it  well  conceale ; 

And  bade  Dan  Phoebus  scribe  her  appellation  seala. 

Eftsoones  the  time  and  place  appointed  were,  80 

Where  all,  both  heayenly  powers  and  earthly  wigfata. 
Before  mat  Natures  presence  should  appears^ 
For  triiul  of  their  titles  and  best  rights : 
That  was,  to  weet,  upon  the  highest  hights 
Of  Arlo-hill  (who  knowes  not  Arlo-hillf ) 
That  is  the  highest  head,  in  all  mens  sights. 
Of  my  old  father  Molb,  whcmi  Shepherds  qoill 
Benowmed  haUi  with  hymnes  fit  for  a  rorall  skilL 

And,  were  it  not  iU  fitting  for  this  file  37 

To  sing  of  hillee  and  woods  mongst  warres  and  Imig^t^^ 

1  would  abate  the  stemenesse  or  my  stile, 

Mongst  these  steme  stounds  to  mingle  soft  delights ; 

And  tell  how  Arlo,  throng  Dianaes  spights, 

(Seeing  of  old  the  best  and  fairest  hill 

That  was  in  all  this  Holy-Islands  bights,) 

Was  made  the  most  unpleasant  and  most  ill : 

Mesne  while,  O  Clio,  lend  Calliope  thy  quilL 

Whylome  when  Ireland  florished  in  fame  88 

Of  wealth  and  goodnesse,  far  aboye  tiie  i^est 

Of  all  that  beare  the  British  Islands  name, 

The  gods  then  used,  for  pleasure  and  for  rest. 

Oft  to  resort  thereto,  when  seem'd  them  be^t : 

But  none  of  all  therein  more  pleasure  found 

Then  (>nthia,  that  is  soyeraine  queene  profest 

Of  woods  and  forrests,  which  therein  abound, 

Spnnkied  wilh  wholsom  waters  more  thcoi  most  on  git>und : 
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But  mongsi  tliem  all,  as  fittest  for  her  game,  89 

CBither  for  chace  of  beasts  with  hound  or  bowe, 

Or  for  to  shroude  in  shade  from  Phoobos  flame» 

Or  bathe  in  fountaines  that  doe  freshly  flowe 

Or  from  high  hilles,  or  from  the  dales  belowe,) 

She  ohose  this  Arlo ;  where  shee  did  resort 

With  all  her  nymphes  enranged  on  a  rowe, 

With  whom  the  woody  gods  did  ofl  consort; 

For  with  the  nymphes  the  satyres  love  to  play  and  sport: 

Amongst  the  which  there  was  a  nyniph  that  hight  40 

Molanna:  daughter  of  old  Father  Mole, 

And  sister  unto  Mulla  faire  and  bright : 

Unto  whose  bed  false  Bregoff  whylome  stole 

That  Shepheard  Colin  deareV  did  condole. 

And  made  her  lucklesse loves  well  knowne  to  be: 

But  this  Molanna,  were  she  not  so  shole. 

Were  no  lesse  faire  and  beautifldl  then  shee : 

Yet,  as  she  is,  a  fairer  flood  may  no  man  see. 

For  first  she  springs  out  of  two  marble  rocks,  41 

On  which  a  grove  of  oakes  high-mounted  growes 

That  as  a  g[irlond  seemes  to  deck  the  locks 

Of  some  faire  bride,  brought  forth  with  pompous  showcs 

Out  of  her  bowre,  that  many  flowers  strowes ; 

So  through  the  flowry  dales  she  tumbling  downe 

Through  many  woods  and  shady  coverts  nowes 

That  on  each  side  her  silver  channell  crowne. 

Till  to  the  plaine  she  come,  whose  valleyes  shee  drowne. 

In  her  sweet  streames  Diana  used  oft,  425 

After  her  sweatie  chace  and  toilesome  play. 

To  bathe  herselfe ;  and,  after,  on  the  soft 

And  downy  grasse  her  dainty  limbes  to  lay 

In  covert  shade,  where  none  behold  her  may. 

For  much  she  hated  sight  of  living  eye : 

Foohsh  ffod  Faunus,  though  full  many  a  day 

He  saw  ner  clad,  yet  longed  foolishly 

To  see  her  naked  mongst  her  nymphes  in  privity. 

No  way  he  found  to  compasse  his  desire,  43 

But  to  corrupt  Molanna,  this  her  maid. 

Her  to  discover  for  some  secret  hire : 

So  her  with  flattering  words  he  first  assaid; 

And,  after,  pleasing  gifts  for  her  purvaid, 

Qaeene-apples,  and  red  cherries  from  the  tree, 

With  which  he  her  allured  and  betraid 

To  tell  what  time  he  mi^ht  her  lady  see 

Whea  she  herselfe  did  bathe,  that  he  might  secret  boe. 
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rhereto  hee  promist,  if  she  would  him  pleasure  41 

With  this  small  boone,  to  quit  her  with  a  better; 

To  weet,  that  whereas  shee  had  out  of  measure 

Long  lov'd  the  Fanchin,  who  by  nought  did  set  her. 

That  he  would  undertake  for  this  to  get  her 

To  be  his  love,  and  of  him  liked  well: 

Besides  all  which,  he  vow'd  to  be  her  debter 

For  many  moe  ^ood  turnes  then  he  would  toll ; 

The  least  of  which  this  little  pleasure  should  cxcelL 

The  simple  maid  did  yield  to  him  anone ;  4 j 

And  eft  him  placed  where  he  close  might  view 

That  never  anjr  saw,  save  onely  one, 

Who,  for  his  hire  to  so  foole-hardy  dew, 

Was  of  his  hcu  ids  devoured  in  hunters  hew. 

Tho,  as  her  manner  was  on  sunnv  di^, 

Diana,  with  her  n^phes  about  her,  drew 

To  this  sweet  sprmg ;  where,  dofling  her  array. 

She  bath'd  her  lovely  limbes,  for  love  a  likely  pray. 

There  Faunus  saw  that  pleased  much  his  eye,  4B 

And  made  his  hart  to  tickle  in  his  brest. 

That,  for  creat  ioy  of  somewhat  he  did  spy. 

He  could  nim  not  containe  in  silent  rest ; 

But,  breaking  forth  in  laughter,  loud  profest 

His  foolish  thought :  a  foolish  faune  indeed. 

That  couldst  not  hold  thyselfe  so  hidden  blest. 

But  wouldest  needs  thine  owne  conceit  areed! 

Babblers  unworthy  been  of  so  divine  a  meed. 

The  goddesse,  all  abashed  with  that  noise,  47 

In  haste  fortii  started  from  the  guilty  brooke ; 

And,  running  straight  whereas  she  heard  his  voice, 

Enclosed  the  Dush  about,  and  there  him  tooke 

like  darred  lark,  not  daring  up  to  looke 

On  her  whose  sight  before  so  much  he  sought 

Thenceforth  they  drew  him  by  the  homes,  and  shooke 

Nigh  all  to  peeoes,  that  they  left  him  nought ; 

And  then  into  the  open  light  they  forth  him  brought. 

Like  as  an  huswife,  that  with  busie  care  43 

Thinks  of  her  dairie  to  make  wondrous  gaine. 

Finding  whereas  some  wicked  beast  unware 

That  breakes  into  her  dayr'  house,  there  doth  dmioe 

Her  creaming  pannes,  and  frustrate  all  her  paine ; 

Hath,  in  some  snare  or  gin  set  close  behind. 

Entrapped  him,  and  caught  into  her  traine. 

Then  thinkes  what  punishment  were  best  assign*d. 

And  thousand  deathes  deviseth  in  her  vongefail  mind: 
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So  did  Diana  and  her  maydens  all  49 

Use  silly  Faunus,  now  within  their  baile  : 

They  mocke  and  scome  him,  and  him  foole  miscall} 

Some  by  tho  nose  him  plackt,  some  by  the  taile, 

And  by  his  goatish  beard  some  did  him  haile : 

Yet  he  (poore  soule !)  with  patience  all  did  beare ; 

For  nought  against  their  wds  might  coantervaile : 

Ne  ooght  he  said,  whatever  he  did  heare ; 

But,  hanging  downe  his  head,  did  like  a  mome  appeare. 

At  length,  when  they  had  flouted  him  their  fill,  50 

They  gan  to  cast  what  penaunce  him  to  give. 

Some  would  have  gelt  him ;  but  that  sara9  would  spill 

The  wood-gods  breed,  which  must  for  ever  live : 

Others  would  through  the  river  him  have  drive 

And  ducked deepe ;  but  that  seemd  penaunce  light : 

But  most  agreed,  and  did  this  sentence  give, 

Him  in  deares  skin  to  clad ;  and  in  that  plight 

To  hunt  him  with  their  hounds,  himselfe  save  how  hee  might. 

But  Cynthia's  selfe,  more  angry  then  the  rest,  61 

Thought  not  enough  to  punish  him  in  sport, 

And  of  her  shame  to  make  a  gamesome  iest : 

But  gan  examine  him  in  straighter  sort, 

Which  of  her  nymphes,  or  other  close  consort, 

Him  thither  brought,  and  her  to  him  betraid. 

He,  much  afTeard,  to  her  confessed  short 

That  'twas  Molanna  which  her  so  bewraid. 

Then  all  attonce  their  hands  upon  Molanna  laid. 

But  him  (according  as  th^  had  decreed)  62 

With  a  deeres-skin  they  covered,  and  then  chast 

With  all  their  hounds  that  after  him  did  speed; 

But  he,  more  speedy,  from  them  fled  more  fast 

Then  any  deere ;  so  sore  him  dread  aghast. 

They  after  foUow'd  all  with  shrill  out-cry^ 

Shouting  as  they  the  heavens  would  have  broat ; 

That  all  the  woods  and  dales,  where  he  did  flie. 

Did  ring  againe,  and  loud  reeccho  to  the  skie. 

So  they  him  followed  till  they  weary  were ;  53 

When,  back  returning  to  Molann'  againe, 

They,  by  commaund'ment  of  Diana,  there 

Her  whelm'd  with  stones :  Yet  Faunus,  for  her  paine^ 

Of  her  beloved  Fanchin  did  obtaine, 

That  her  he  would  receive  unto  his  bed. 

So  now  her  waves  passe  through  a  pleasant  plaine. 

Till  with  the  Fanchin  she  herselfe  doe  wed, 

And  both  combined,  themselves  in  one  fidre  river  sprod. 
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Nath'lesse  Diana,  foil  of  mdiffnataon,  U 

Thenceforth  abandond  her  ddidona  brooke : 

In  whose  sweete  streame,  before  that  bad  oocasion. 

So  much  delight  to  bathe  her  limbes  ahe  tooke : 

Ke  onely  her,  bnt  also  qmte  fonooke 

All  those  faire  forrests  about  Arlo  hid ; 

And  all  that  mountaine,  which  doth  overlooke 

The  richest  champian  that  may  else  be  lid ; 

And  the  faire  Shure,  in  which  are  thonsand  nalmona  bred. 

Tliem  all,  and  all  that  she  00  deare  did  waj,  55 

Thenceforth  she  left ;  and,  parting  irom  the  place. 

Thereon  an  heaTT  haplesse  curse  did  lay ; 

To  weet,  that  woiyes,  where  she  was  wont  to  space 

Shou'd  harbour'd  be  and  all  those  woods  deface. 

And  thieves  should  rob  and  spoOe  that  coast  around. 

Since  which,  those  woods,  and  all  that  goodly  chaae 

Doth  to  this  day  with  wolves  and  thieves  abound : 

Wh  ch  too-too  true  that  lands  in-dwellers  since  have  fbond. 


CANTO  vn. 

PMling  ftom  love  to  Natoret  Uar, 

Bold  Alteration  pleades 
Large  eridenoe :  b«t  Nature  eoont 

Her  rlghteoaa  doome  areada. 

Ah  !  whither  dost  thou  now,  thou  greater  muse. 

Me  from  these  woods  and  pleasing  fonrests  bring  P 

And  my  fraile  spirit,  that  dooth  oft  refuse 

This  too  high  flight  unfit  for  her  weake  wing» 

Lift  up  aloft,  to  tell  of  heavena  king 

(Thy  soveraine  sire)  his  fortunate  sucoesse ; 

Ana  victory  in  biffger  noates  to  sing, 

Which  he  obtained  against  that  Titanesse, 

That  him  of  heavens  empire  sought  to  dispoasease? 

Yet,  sith  I  needs  follow  thy  behest. 

Doe  thou  my  weaker  wit  with  skill  inspire. 

Fit  for  this  tume :  and  in  mj  sable  brest 

Kindle  fresh  sparks  of  that  immortall  fire 

Which  leamea  minds  inflameth  with  desire 

Of  heavenly  things :  for  who,  but  thou  alone 

That  art  ybome  of  heaven  and  heavenly  sire, 

Can  tell  things  doen  in  heaven  so  long  ygone. 

So  farre  past  memoiy  of  man  that  may  1^  knowneP 
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New,  at  the  time  that  was  before  agreed,  3 

The  gods  assembled  all  on  Arlo  Hm ; 

As  well  those  that  are  sprang  of  heavenly  seed, 

As  those  that  all  the  other  world  doe  fill. 

And  role  both  sea  and  land  onto  their  will : 

Onelj  th*  infemall  powers  might  not  appeare; 

As  well  for  horror  of  their  count'naunce  ill. 

As  for  th'  unndy  fiends  which  they  did  feare ; 

Tet  Pluto  and  Proserpina  were  present  there. 

And  thither  also  came  aU  other  creatures,  4 

Whatever  life  or  motion  doe  retaine. 

According  to  their  sundry  kinds  of  features  | 

That  Arlo  scarsly  could  them  all  containe ; 

So  full  they  filled  every  hill  and  plaine : 

And  had  not  Natures  Sergeant  (that  is  Order) 

Them  well  disposed  by  his  buisie  paine, 

And  raunged  farre  abroad  in  eveiy  border. 

They  would  have  caused  much  concision  and  disorder. 

Then  forth  issew'd  (great  goddesse)  great  Dame  Nature,    5 

With  goodly  port  and  gracious  maiesty. 

Being  far  greater  and  more  tall  of  stature 

Then  any  of  the  gods  or  powers  on  hie; 

Yet  certes  by  her  face  and  ph;f  snomy, 

Whether  she  man  or  woman  mly  were. 

That  could  not  any  creature  well  descry ; 

For,  with  a  veile  that  wimpled  every  where, 

Her  head  and  hce  was  hid  that  mote  to  none  appeare. 

That,  some  doe  say,  was  so  by  skill  devized,  6 

To  hide  the  terror  of  her  uncouth  hew 

From  mortall  eyes  that  should  be  sore  agrized; 

For  that  her  face  did  like  a  lion  shew. 

That  eye  of  wight  could  not  indure  to  view : 

But  others  teU  that  it  so  beautious  was. 

And  round  about  such  beames  of  splendor  threw. 

That  it  the  sunne  a  thousand  times  did  pass, 

Ne  could  be  scene  but  like  an  image  in  a  glass. 

That  well  may  seemen  true ;  for  well  I  weene  7 

That  this  same  day,  when  she  on  Arlo  sat. 

Her  garment  was  so  bright  and  wondrous  sheene. 

That  my  fraile  wit  cannot  devize  to  what 

It  to  compare,  nor  finde  like  stuffe  to  that : 

As  those  three  sacred  saints,  though  else  most  wise, 

Yet  on  Mount  Thabor  quite  their  wits  forgat 

When  they  their  glorious  lord  in  stranse  cusguise 

Transfigur'd  sawe ;  his  garments  so  did  daze  their  eyes. 
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In  a  fayre  plaine  upon  an  equall  hill  6 

She  placed  was  in  a  parilion ; 

Not  such  as  craftesmen  by  their  idle  skill 

Are  wont  for  princes  states  to  fashion ; 

But  th'  earth  herself,  of  her  owne  motion. 

Oat  of  her  fruitfnll  bosome  made  to  growe 

Most  dainty  trees,  that,  shooting  up  anon. 

Did  seeme  to  bow  their  bloosming  heads  full  lowe 

For  homage  unto  her,  and  like  a  throne  did  shew. 

So  hard  it  is  for  any  living  wight  9 

All  her  array  and  vestiments  to  teU, 

That  old  Dan  Greffrey  (in  whose  gentle  spright. 

The  pure  well-head  of  poesie  did  dwell) 

In  his  Foules  Parley  durst  not  with  it  mell. 

But  it  transferred  to  A  lane,  who  he  thought 

Had  in  his  Plaint  of  Kindes  described  it  well: 

"Which  who  will  read  set  forth  so  as  it  ought, 

€k>  seek  he  out  that  Alane  where  he  may  be  sought. 

And  all  the  earth  far  nndemeatli  her  feete  10 

Was  dight  with  flowers,  that  voluntary  grew 

Out  of  tne  ground,  and  sent  forth  odours  sweet ; 

Tenne  thousand  mores  of  sundry  sent  and  hew. 

That  might  delight  the  smell,  or  please  the  view. 

The  which  the  nymphes  from  all  the  brooks  thereby 

Had  gathered,  they  at  her  foot-stoole  threw ; 

That  richer  seem'd  then  any  tapestry. 

That  princes  bowres  adome  with  painted  imagery. 

And  Mole  himselfe,  to  honour  her  the  more,  U 

Did  deck  himself  in  freshest  f«re  attire ; 

And  his  high  head,  that  seemeth  alwaies  hore 

With  hardned  frosts  of  former  winters  ire. 

He  with  an  oaken  girlond  now  did  tire. 

As  if  the  love  of  some  new  nymph  late  seene 

Had  in  him  kindled  youthfnll  fresh  desire. 

And  made  him  change  his  gray  attire  to  greene : 

Ah !  gentle  Mole,  such  ioyance  hath  thee  well  besecne. 

"Was  never  so  great  ioyance  since  the  day  13 

That  all  the  gods  whylome  assembled  were 

On  Haemus  hill  in  their  divine  array. 

To  celebrate  the  solemne  bridall  cheare 

Twixt  Peleus  and  Dame  Thetis  pointed  there; 

Where  Phoebus  self,  that  god  ofpoets  hight. 

They  say,  did  sing  the  epousall  hymne  full  cleere. 

That  all  the  ^ds  were  ravisht  with  deliffht 

Of  his  celestiall  song  and  musicks  won(m>ii8  might. 
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llufl  great  grandmother  of  all  creatures  bred,  13 

Great  Nature,  ever  young,  yet  full  of  eld ; 

Still  mooving,  yet  unmoved  from  her  sted; 

Unseene  of  any,  yet  of  all  beheld ; 

Thus  sitting  in  her  throne,  as  I  have  teld. 

Before  her  came  Dame  Mutabilitie ; 

A.nd,  being  lowe  before  her  presence  feld 

With  meek  obaysance  and  humilitie. 

Thus  gan  her  plaintif  plea  with  words  to  amplifie : 

**  To  thee,  O  greatest  goddesse,  onelv  great,  14 

An  humble  suppliant  loe !  I  lowely  fly. 

Seeking  for  right,  which  I  of  thee  entreat; 

Who  right  to  all  dost  deale  indifferently, 

Damning  all  wrong  and  tortious  iniurie. 

Which  any  of  thy  creatures  doe  to  other 

Oppressing  them  with  power  unequally, 

Sitn  of  them  all  thou  art  the  equall  mother. 

And  knittest  each  to  each,  as  brother  unto  brother. 

"  To  thee  therefore  of  this  same  love  I  plaine,  15' 

And  of  his  feUow  gods  that  faine  to  be. 

That  challenge  to  themselves  the  whole  worlds  raign, 

Of  which  the  greatest  part  is  due  to  me. 

And  heaven  itselfe  bv  heritage  in  fee ; 

For  heaven  and  earth  I  both  alike  do  deeme, 

Sith  heaven  and  earth  are  both  alike  to  thee; 

And  gods  no  more  then  men  thou  doest  esteeme : 

For  even  the  gods  to  thee,  as  men  to  gods,  do  seeme. 

"  Then  weigh,  O  soveraigne  goddesse,  by  what  right       16 

These  gods  do  claime  the  worlds  whole  soverainty; 

And  that  is  onely  dew  unto  my  might 

Arrogate  to  themselves  ambitiously : 

As  for  the  gods  owne  principality, 

Which  love  usurpes  uniustly,  that  to  be 

My  heritage,  love's  selfe  cannot  deny, 

From  my  great  grandsire  Titan  unto  mee 

Derived  Tby  dew  descent ;  as  is  well  known  to  thee. 

"  Yet  manger  love,  and  all  his  gods  beside,  17 

I  doe  possesse  the  worlds  most  regiment ; 

As  if  ye  please  it  into  parts  divide. 

And  every  parts  inholders  to  convent. 

Shall  to  your  eyes  appeare  incontinent. 

And  first,  the  earth  (great  mother  of  us  all) 

That  only  seems  unmov'd  and  permanent. 

And  unto  Mutability  not  thrall. 

Yet  is  she  chang'd  in  part,  and  edke  in  generall: 
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**  For  all  that  from  her  springs,  and  is  ybredde*  1^ 

However  fayre  it  floorisE  for  a  time, 

Yet  see  we  soone  decay;  and,  being  dead. 

To  tome  ajB;ain  nnto  their  earthly  slime 

Tel^  ont  of  their  decay  and  mortall  crime. 

We  daily  see  new  creatures  to  arise, 

And  of  their  Winter  spring  another  Prime, 

Unlike  in  forme,  and  chang'd  by  strange  diaffuise : 

So  tome  th^  still  about,  and  change  in  reaUeBse  wise 

"  As  for  her  tenants ;  that  is,  man  and  beaata ;  19 

The  beasts  we  dally  see  mass&cred  dy 

And  thiuUs  and  vassals  unio  mens  beheaats ; 

And  men  themsdves  doe  change  continually. 

From  youth  to  eld,  firom  wealth  to  poverty, 

From  good  to  bad,  from  bad  to  worst  of  all : 

Ke  doe  their  bodies  only  flit  and  fl^ ; 

But  eeke  their  minds  (which  they  momortall  call) 

Still  change  and  vaiy  thoughts,  as  new  occaaiona  fall. 

'^  Ne  is  the  water  in  more  constant  case ;  20 

Whether  those  same  on  high,  or  these  belowe : 

For  th'  ocean  moveth  still  from  place  to  place ; 

And  every  river  still  doth  ebbe  and  flowe ; 

Ne  any  lake,  that  seems  most  still  and  slowe, 

Ne  poole  so  small,  that  can  his  smoothneeae  holde 

When  any  winde  doth  under  heayen  blowe : 

With  which  the  clouds  are  also  tost  and  roll'd, 

Now  like  great  hills ;  and  streight,  like  aluoee,  them  unfold. 

**  So  likewise  are  all  watry  living  wights  21 

8tiU  tost  and  turned  with  contdnuall  change* 

Never  abyding  in  their  stedfast  plights : 

The  fish,  still  floting,  doe  at  random  range. 

And  never  rest,  but  eyermore  exchange 

Their  dwelling  places,  as  the  streames  them  oarrie  i 

Ne  have  the  watry  foules  a  certaine  grange 

Wberein  to  rest,  ne  in  one  stead  do  tarnr; 

But  flitting  still  doe  flie,  and  still  their  places  vary. 

^Nextistheayre:  which  who  fedes  not  by  aenae  23 

S^OT  of  all  sense  it  is  the  middle  meane) 
6  flit  still,  and  with  subtill  influence 
Of  his  thin  spirit  all  creatures  to  maintaine 
In  state  of  life?  O  weake  life!  that  does  leane 
On  thing  so  fickle  as  th*  unsteady  ayre. 
Which  every  howre  is  chang*d,  and  altred  deane 
With  every  blast  that  bloweth  fowle  or  faire  : 
The  frdre  dodi  it  prolong ;  the  fowle  doth  it  impaireu 
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"  Therein  the  changef  infinite  beholde,  28 

Which  to  her  creatures  everjr  minute  chaonce ; 
I^ow  boyling  hot ;  streight  friezinff  deadly  cold ; 
l^ow  faire  Bun-shine,  that  makes  all  skip  and  daunee; 
Streight  bitter  storms,  and  balefuU  countenance 
That  makes  them  all  to  shiver  and  to  shake : 
Bajne,  havle,  and  snowe  do  pay  them  sad  pen&nce, 
And  dreadfuU  thunder-claps  (that  make  them  quake) 
With  flames  and  flashing  lights  that  thousand  changes  make» 

**  Last  is  the  fire ;  which,  though  it  live  for  ever,  24 

Ne  can  be  quenched  quite ;  yet,  every  day, 

"We  see  his  parts,  so  soone  as  they  do  sever. 

To  lose  their  heat  and  shortly  to  decay; 

So  makes  himself  his  owne  consuming  pray; 

Ne  any  living  creatures  doth  he  breed; 

But  all,  that  are  of  others  bredd.  doth  slay ; 

And  with  their  death  his  cruell  life  dooth  feed ; 

I^ought  leaving  but  their  barren  ashes  without  seede. 

"  Thus  all  these  fower  (the  which  the  groundwork  bee     25 

Of  all  the  world  and  of  all  living  wights) 

To  thousand  sorts  of  change  we  subject  see : 

Yet  are  they  chang'd  by  other  wondrous  slights 

Into  themselves,  and  lose  their  native  mights ; 

The  fire  to  aire,  and  th'  ayre  to  water  sheere. 

And  water  into  earthy  yet  water  fights 

"With  fire,  and  aire  with  earth,  approaching  neere ; 

Yet  all  are  in  one  body,  and  as  one  appeare. 

**  So  in  them  all  raignes  Mutabilitie ;  26 

However  these,  that  gods  themselves  do  call. 

Of  them  doe  claime  the  rule  and  soverainty; 

As  Vesta,  of  the  fire  sethereall ; 

Vulcan,  of  this  with  us  so  usuall ; 

Ops,  of  the  earth ;  and  luno,  of  the  ajjre ; 

Neptune,  of  seas;  and  nymphes,  of  nvers  all: 

For  all  those  rivers  to  me  subiect  are ; 

And  all  the  rest,  which  they  usurp,  be  all  my  share. 

'*  Which  to  approven  true,  as  I  have  told,  27 

Vouchsafe,  O  goddesse,  to  thv  presence  call 
The  rest  which  doe  the  world  in  being  hold ; 
As  times  iand  seasons  of  the  yeare  that  fall: 
Of  all  the  which  demand  in  generall. 
Or  iudge  thyselfe,  by  verdit  of  thine  eye, 
WTiether  to  me  they  are  not  subiect  all." 
Nature  did  yeeld  thereto ;  and  bv-and-by 
Bade  Order  oaXL  them  all  before  her  maiesty* 
3b 
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So  forth  issew'd  the  seasons  of  the  yeore:  SB 

First,  lusty  Sprint  all  dii?ht  in  leaves  of  flowres 

That  freshly  budded  and  new  bloosmes  did  beare. 

In  which  a  thousand  birds  had  built  their  bowres 

That  sweetly  sung  to  call  forth  paramours ; 

And  in  his  hand  a  iavelin  he  did  beare. 

And  on  his  head  (as  fit  for  warlike  stouree) 

A  guilt  engraven  morion  he  did  weare ; 

That  as  some  did  him  love,  so  others  did  him  feare. 

Then  came  the  ioUy  Sommer,  being  dight  29 

In  a  thin  silken  cassock  coloured  greene, 

Hiat  was  imlyned  all,  to  be  more  u^ht: 

And  on  his  head  a  girlond  well  beseene 

He  wore,  from  which  as  he  had  chaufied  been 

The  sweat  did  drop ;  and  in  his  hand  he  bore 

A  bowe  and  shafles,  as  he  in  forrest  greene 

Had  hunted  late  the  libbard  or  the  bore. 

And  now  would  bathe  his  limbes  with  labor  heated  sore. 

Then  came  the  Autumne  all  in  yellow  dad  dO 

As  though  he  ioyed  in  his  plentious  store. 

Laden  with  fruits  that  made  him  laugh,  full  glad 

That  he  had  banisht  hunger,  which  to-f<»e 

Had  bv  the  belly  oft  him  pinched  sore : 

Upon  his  head  a  wreath,  tiiat  was  enrold 

"With  ears  of  corne  of  eveiy  sort,  he  bore, 

And  in  his  hand  a  sickle  he  did  holde, 

To  reape  the  ripened  fruits  the  which  the  earth  had  yold. 

Lastly,  came  Winter  cloathed  all  in  frize,  31 

Chattering  his  teeth  for  cold  that  did  him  chill ; 

Whil'st  on  his  hoary  beard  his  breath  did  freeae, 

And  the  dull  drons,  that  from  his  purpled  bill 

As  from  a  limbecK  did  adown  distUl : 

In  his  right  hand  a  tipped  stafie  he  held« 

With  which  his  feeble  steps  he  stayed  still ; 

For  he  was  faint  with  cold,  and  weak  with  eld ; 

That  scarse  his  loosed  limbes  he  hablc  was  to  weld. 

These,  marching  soMy,  thus  in  order  went.  tt 

And  after  them  the  monthes  all  riding  came; 

First,  sturdy  March,  with  brows  full  sternly  bent 

And  armed  strongly,  rode  upon  a  ram. 

The  same  which  over  Hellespontus  swam; 

Yet  in  his  hand  a  spade  he  also  hent, 

And  in  a  bag  all  sorts  of  seeds  ysame. 

Which  on  the  earth  he  strowed  as  he  went, 

And  fild  her  womb  with  fruitf all  hope  of  noniiahment 
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Next  came  fresh  Aprill,  frill  of  lostyhed,  33 

And  wanton  as  a  kid  whose  home  new  buds : 

Upon  a  bull  he  rode,  the  same  which  led 

Europa  flotin^  throuflrh  th*  Arjrolick  fluids*: 

His  homes  were  ffilden  all  with  golden  studs, 

And  fl^amished  with  garlonds  ffoodly  dight 

Of  all  the  fairest  flowres  and  freshest  buds 

Which  th*  earth  brings  forth ;  and  wet  he  seem'd  in  siorht 

With  waves,  through  which  he  waded  for  his  loves  delight 

Then  came  faire  May,  the  fayrest  mayd  on  ground,        34 
Deckt  all  with  dainties  of  her  seasons  pryde, 
And  throwing  flowres  out  of  her  lap  around: 
Upon  two  brethrens  shoulders  she  did  ride, 
The  twinnes  of  Leda ;  which  on  eyther  side 
Supported  her  like  to  their  soveraine  queene : 
liOrd !  how  all  creatures  laught  when  ner  they  spid© 
And  leapt  and  daunc*t  as  they  had  ravisht  beene ! 
And  Cupid  selfe  about  her  fluttred  all  in  greene. 

And  after  her  came  iolly  Iune«  arrayd  33 

All  in  greene  leaves,  as  he  a  player  were : 

Yet  in  his  time  he  wrought  as  well  as  playd. 

That  by  his  plough-yrons  mote  right  well  appearo : 

Upon  a  crab  he  rode,  that  him  did  beare 

With  crooked  crawling  steps  an  uncouth  pase, 

And  backward  yode,  as  bargemen  wont  to  fare 

Bending  their  force  contrary  to  their  face ; 

like  that  ungracious  crew  which  faines  demurest  grace. 

Then  came  hot  luly  boyling  like  to  fire,  SO 

That  all  his  garments  he  had  cast  away : 

Upon  a  lyon  raging  yet  with  ire 

He  boldly  rode,  and  made  him  to  obay: 

(It  was  the  beast  that  whylome  did  forrajr 

The  N^msean  forrest,  till  th*  Amphytrionide 

Him  slew,  and  with  his  hide  did  him  array:) 

Behinde  his  backe  a  sithe,  and  b^  his  side 

Under  his  belt  he  bore  a  sickle  circling  wide. 

The  sixt  was  August,  being  rich  arrayd  37 

In  garment  all  of  gold  downe  to  the  ground : 
Yet  rode  he  not,  but  led  a  lovel^y  mayd 
Forth  by  the  lilly  hand,  the  which  was  cround 
With  eares  of  come,  and  full  her  hand  was  found: 
That  was  the  righteous  virgin,  which  of  old 
Liv*d  here  on  earth,  and  plenty  made  abound ; 
But,  afler  Wrong  was  lov*d  and  Instice  solde, 
She  left  th'  imri^teoas  world,  and  was  to  heaven  eztold. 
8x2 
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Next  him  September  marclied  eeke  on  foote ;  88 

Yet  was  he  heavy  laden  with  the  gppyle 

Of  harvests  riches,  which  he  made  nis  boot, 

Ajid  him  enricht  with  bounty  of  the  soyle : 

In  his  one  hand,  as  fit  for  harvests  toyle. 

He  held  a  knife-hook ;  and  in  th*  other  hand 

A  paire  of  waights,  with  which  he  did  assoyle 

Both  more  and  lease,  where  it  in  doubt  did  standi 

And  equall  gave  to  each  as  lustioe  duly  scann'd. 

Then  came  October  full  of  merry  glee ;  39 

For  yet  his  noule  was  totty  of  the  must. 

Which  he  was  treading  in  the  wine-fats  see, 

And  of  the  ioyous  oyle,  whose  crentle  gust 

Made  him  so  froUick  and  so  full  of  lust: 

Upon  a  dreadfull  scorpion  he  did  ride. 

The  same  which  by  Dianaes  doom  uniust 

Slew  great  Orion ;  and  eeke  by  his  side 

He  had  his  ploughing-share  and  coulter  ready  tyde. 

Next  was  November ;  he  foil  grosse  and  fat  40 

As  fed  with  lard,  and  that  right  well  mi^t  seeme ; 

For  he  had  been  a  fatting  hogs  of  late. 

That  yet  his  browes  with  sweat  did  reek  and  steem. 

And  yet  the  season  was  full  sharp  and  breem ; 

In  planting  eeke  he  took  no  small  delight: 

Whereon  he  rode,  not  easie  was  to  deeme; 

For  it  a  dreadfull  centaure  was  in  sight, 

The  seed  of  Satume  and  faire  Nais,  Chiron  bight 

And  after  him  came  next  the  chill  December :  41 

Yet  he,  through  men^  feasting  which  he  made 

And  great  bonfires,  did  not  the  oold  remember; 

His  Saviours  birth  his  mind  so  much  did  glad : 

Upon  a  shaggy-bearded  goat  he  rode. 

The  same  wherewith  Dan  love  in  tender  vearea. 

They  sav,  was  nourisht  by  th*  I«ean  mayd ; 

And  in  his  hand  a  broad  deepe  bowle  he  beares. 

Of  which  he  freely  drinks  an  health  to  all  his  peeres. 

Then  came  old  January,  wrapned  well  43 

In  many  weeds  to  keep  the  cold  away ; 

Yet  did  he  quake  and  quiver  like  to  quell. 

And  blowe  his  nayles  to  warme  them  if  he  may; 

For  they  were  numbd  with  holding  all  the  day 

An  hat<?het  keene,  with  which  he  felled  wood 

And  from  the  trees  did  lop  the  needlesse  spray: 

Upon  an  huge  great  earthpot  steane  he  stood,  [flood. 

From  whose  wide  mouth  there  flowed  forth  the  TlniMmr 
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And  lastly  came  cold  February,  aitting  43 

In  an  old  wagon,  for  he  could  not  ride, 
Drawne  of  two  fishes  for  the  season  fitting. 
Which  through  the  flood  before  did  softly  slyde 
And  swim  awaqr;  yet  had  he  by  his  side 
His  plough  and  harnesse  fit  to  till  the  ground, 
•  And  tooles  to  prune  the  trees,  before  the  pride 
Of  hasting  Prime  did  make  them  burgein  round. 
So  past  the  twelvemonths  forth,  and  their  dew  places  found. 

And  after  these  there  came  the  Day  and  Night,  4i 

Biding  together  both  with  equall  pase ; 
Th'  one  on  a  palfrey  blacke,  the  other  white : 
But  Night  had  covered  her  uncomely  face 
With  a  blacke  veile,  and  held  in  haid  a  mace. 
On  top  whereof  the  moon  and  stars  were  pight, 
-And  Sleep  and  Darknesse  round  about  did  trace : 
But  Day  did  beare  upon  his  scepters  hight 
The  goodly  sun  encompast  all  with  beames  bright. 

Then  came  the  Howres,  faire  daughters  of  high  love       45 

And  timely  Night ;  the  which  were  all  endowed 

With  wondrous  beauty  fit  to  kindle  love ; 

But  the^  were  virgins  all,  and  love  eschewed 

That  might  forslack  the  charge  to  them  foreshewed 

By  mighty  love;  who  did  them  porters  make 

Of  heavens  gate  (whence  all  the  gods  issued) 

Which  they  did  dayly  watch,  and  nightly  wake 

By  even  tumes,  ne  ever  did  their  charge  forsake. 

And  aft«r  all  came  life;  and  lastly  Death:  43 

Death  with  most  grim  and  grieslv  visage  seene» 

Yet  is  he  nought  but  parting  of  the  breath; 

Ne  ouj?ht  to  see,  but  like  a  shade  toweene. 

Unbodied,  unsoul*d,  unheard,  unseene : 

But  life  was  Mke  a  faire  young  lusty  boy. 

Such  as  they  faine  Dan  Cupid  to  have  beene, 

Full  of  deli^htfull  health  and  lively  ioy, 

Deckt  all  with  flowres  and  wings  of  gold  fit  to  employ. 

When  these  were  past,  thus  gan  the  Titanesse ;  47 

**  Lo !  mifi[hty  mother,  now  be  iudge,  and  say 

Whether  m  all  thy  creatures  more  or  lesse 

Changs  doth  not  raign  and  beare  the  greatest  sway; 

For  who  sees  not  that  time  on  all  doth  pray  P 

But  times  do  change  and  move  continually : 

So  nothing  here  long  standeth  in  one  stay : 

Wherefore  this  lower  world  who  can  deny 

But  to  be  Bubiect  still  to  MutabilitieP" 
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Then  thna  gan  love ;  "right  true  it  is,  that  these  48 

And  all  thiniys  else  that  under  heaven  dwell 

Are  chaung'd  of  time,  who  doth  them  all  diaseiae 

Of  being :  but  who  is  it  (to  me  tell) 

That  Time  himselfe  doth  move  and  still  oompell 

To  keepe  his  course?    Is  not  that  namely  wee. 

Which  poure  that  vertue  from  our  heavenly  cell 

That  moves  them  all,  and  makes  them  changed  be? 

So  them  we  gods  doe  rule,  and  in  them  also  thee." 

To  whom  thus  Katability ;  "  The  things,  49 

Which  we  see  not  how  they  are  mov'd  and  swayd. 

Ye  may  attribute  to  yourselves  as  kings. 

And  say,  they  by  your  secret  power  are  made : 

But  what  we  see  not,  who  shall  thus  perswade  P 

But  were  they  bo,  as  ye  them  faine  to  be, 

Mov'd  by  your  might,  and  ordered  by  your  ayde. 

Yet  what  if  I  can  prove,  that  even  yee 

Yourselves  are  likewise  chang'd,  and  subiect  unto  mee  P 

"  And  first,  concerning  her  that  is  the  first,  50 

Even  you,  faire  Cyntma ;  whom  so  much  ye  make 

loves  dearest  darling,  she  was  bred  and  nurst 

On  Cjrnthus  hill,  whence  she  her  name  did  take; 

Then  is  shee  mortall  borne,  howso  ye  crake : 

Besides,  her  face  and  countenance  every  day 

We  changed  see  and  sundry  forms  partake, 

Now  homd,  now  round,  now  bright,  now  brown  and  gray : 

So  that  as  chaitgrfidl  as  the  moone  men  use  to  say. 

"  Next  Mercurv ;  who  though  he  lesse  appeare  51 

To  change  his  hew,  and  alwayes  seeme  as  one ; 

Yet  he  his  course  doth  alter  every  yeare, 

And  is  of  late  far  out  of  order  gone : 

So  Venus  eeke,  that  goodly  paragone. 

Though  faire  all  night,  yet  is  she  darke  all  d^t 

And  Phoebus  self,  who  lightsome  is  alone. 

Yet  is  he  oft  eclipsed  by  the  way, 

And  fills  the  darkned  world  with  terror  and  dismay. 

"  Now  Mars,  that  valiant  man,  is  changed  most ;  52 

For  he  sometimes  so  far  runs  out  of  square, 

That  he  his  way  doth  seem  quite  to  have  lost. 

And  cleane  without  his  usu^  Bf)here  to  fare : 

That  even  these  star-gazers  stonisht  are 

At  sight  thereof,  and  damne  their  lying  bookes : 

So  likewise  grim  Sir  Satume  oft  doth  spare 

His  steme  aspect,  and  calme  his  crabbed  lookea  • 

oo  many  turning  cranks  these  have,  so  many  crookes. 
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**  But  ^oo,  Dan  love,  that  onlj  constant  are,  53 

And  king  of  all  the  rest,  as  ye  do  clame, 

Are  you  not  subject  eeke  to  this  misfareP 

Then  let  me  aske  you  this  withouten  blame ; 

"Where  were  ye  bome  P    Some  say  in  Crete  by  name, 

Others  in  Thebes,  and  others  otherwhere ; 

But,  wheresoever  they  comment  the  same, 

They  all  consent  that  ye  bepotten  were 

And  bome  here  in  this  worM ;  ne  other  can  appeare. 

"  Then  are  ye  mortall  bome,  and  thrall  to  me ;  54 

Uulesse  the  kingdome  of  the  sky  ye  make 

Immortall  and  unchangeable  to  be : 

Besides,  that  power  and  vertue,  which  ye  spake. 

That  ye  here  worke,  doth  many  changes  take. 

And  your  owne  natures  change:  for  each  of  you. 

That  vertue  have  or  this  or  tluit  to  make. 

Is  chekt  and  changed  from  his  nature  trew. 

By  others  opposition  or  obUquid  view. 

"  Besidef ,  the  sundnr  motions  of  your  spheares,  55 

So  sundry  waies  and  fashions  as  clerkes  faine, 

Some  in  short  space,  and  some  in  longer  yeares ; 

What  is  the  same  but  alteration  plaineP 

Onely  the  starrie  skie  doth  still  remaine : 

Yet  do  the  starres  and  signes  therein  still  move, 

And  even  itself  is  mov'd,  as  wizards  saine. 

But  all  that  moveth  doth  mutation  love : 

Therefore  both  you  and  them  to  me  I  subiect  prove. 

"  Then  since  within  this  wide  great  universe  56 

Nothing  doth  firme  and  permanent  appeare. 

But  all  things  tost  and  tiimed  by  transverse ; 

What  then  shoidd  let,  but  I  aloft  should  reare 

My  trophee,  and  from  all  the  triumph  beareP 

Now  iudge  then,  O  thou  greatest  goddesse  trew, 

According  as  thyselfe  doest  see  and  heare, 

And  unto  roe  addoom  that  is  my  dew : 

That  is,  the  rule  of  all ;  all  being  rul'd  by  you.'* 

So  having  ended,  silence  long  ensewed ;  57 

Ne  Nature  to  or  fro  spake  for  a  space. 

But  with  firme  eyes  amxt  the  ^und  still  viewed. 

Meane  while  all  creatures,  looking  in  her  face, 

Expecting  th'  end  of  this  so  doubtfull  case, 

Did  hang  in  long  suspence  what  woidd  ensew, 

To  whether  side  should  fall  the  soveraigne  place : 

At  length  she,  looking  up  with  chearefull  view. 

The  silence  brake,  and  gave  her  doome  in  ipeeches  few: 
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*'  I  well  consider  all  that  ye  have  sajd ;  58 

And  find  that  all  things  stedfastnes  doe  hate 

And  changed  be ;  yet,  being  rifjhtly  wayd. 

They  are  not  changed  firom  their  first  estate  % 

But  by  their  change  their  being  doe  dilate ; 

And,  turning  to  themsdyes  at  length  againe. 

Doe  worke  tneir  owne  perfection  so  by  fate : 

Then  over  tliem  Change  doth  not  rule  and  raigne ; 

But  they  raigne  over  Onange,  and  doe  their  states  maintains. 

'^  Cease  therefore,  daughter,  furUier  to  aspire,  GO 

^d  tiiee  content  thus  to  be  rul'd  by  me : 

For  thy  decay  thou  seelat  by  thy  desire : 

But  time  shall  come  that  all  shall  changed  bee. 

And  from  thenceforth  none  no  more  change  shall  see !" 

So  was  the  Titaness  put  downe  and  whist> 

And  love  confirm*d  in  his  imperiall  see. 

Then  was  that  whole  assembly  quite  dismist, 

And  Natures  selfe  did  vanish,  whither  no  man  wist. 


THE  VniTH  CANTO,  UNPEBPITE. 

When  I  bethinke  me  on  that  speech  whyleare  1 

Of  Mutability,  and  well  it  way ; 

Me  seemed,  that  though  she  all  unworthy  were 

Of  the  heav'ns  rule ;  yet,  very  sooth  to  say. 

In  all  things  else  she  Dears  the  greatest  sway: 

Which  makes  me  loath  this  state  of  life  so  tickle. 

And  love  of  things  so  vaine  to  cast  away ; 

Whose  flowring  pride,  so  fading  and  so  fickle. 

Short  Time  shall  soon  cut  down  with  his  oonsoming  sioklel 

Then  gin  I  thinke  on  that  which  Nature  si^vd,  2 

Of  that  same  time  when  no  more  change  shall  be. 

But  stedfast  rest  of  all  thin^,  firmely  stayd 

Jpon  the  pillours  of  Eternity, 

That  is  contrayr  to  Mutabilitie : 

For  all  that  moveth  doth  in  change  delight: 

But  thenceforth  all  shall  rest  eternally 

With  him  that  is  the  God  of  Sabaoth  hight : 

O !  that  great  Sabaoth  God,  grant  me  that  Sabbaths  sight ! 
•••••• 

•••••• 
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Y!B  learned  sisters,  which  have  oftentimes 
Beene  to  me  ayding,  others  to  adome, 
Whom  ye  thought  worthy  of  your  graceful!  rymes. 
That  even  the  greatest  did  not  greatly  scorne 
To  heare  theyr  names  sung  in  your  simple  layes,  5 

But  ioyed  in  theyr  praise ; 
And  when  ye  list  your  own  mishaps  to  moume, 
Wliich  death,  or  love,  or  fortunes  wreck  did  rayse, 
Your  string  could  soone  to  sadder  tenor  turne, 
And  teach  the  woods  and  waters  to  lament  10 

Your  dolefull  dreriment : 
Kow  lay  those  sorrowfull  complaints  aside ; 
And,  having  all  your  heads  with  girlands  orownd, 
Helpe  me  mine  owne  loves  prayses  to  resound ; 
Ne  let  the  same  of  any  be  envide :  15 

So  Orpheus  did  for  his  owne  bride ! 
So  I  unto  mv  selfe  alone  will  sing : 
The  woods  shall  to  me  answer,  and  my  eocho  ring. 

Early,  before  the  worlds  light-giving  lampe 

His  golden  beame  upon  the  hils  loth  spred,  20 

Having  disperst  the  ni)?hts  unchearfull  damps. 

Doe  ye  awake ;  and,  with  fresh  lustyhed, 

Go  to  the  bowre  of  my  beloved  love. 

My  truest  turtle  dove ; 

Bid  her  awake ;  for  Hymen  is  awake,  25 

And  long  since  ready  forth  his  maske  to  move, 

With  his  bright  tead  that  flames  with  many  a  flake, 

And  many  a  bachelor  to  waite  on  him. 

In  theyr  n*esh  garments  trim. 

Bid  her  awake  therefore,  and  soone  her  dight,  30 

For  loe !  the  wished  day  is  come  at  last, 

That  shall,  for  all  the  paynes  and  sorrowes  past, 

Pay  to  her  usury  of  long  dehght : 

And,  whylest  she  doth  her  dight, 

Doe  ye  to  her  of  ioy  and  solace  sing,  35 

That  all  the  woods  may  answer,  and  your  eccho  ring. 

Bring  with  you  all  the  nymphes  that  you  can  heare 

Both  of  the  rivers  and  the  forreets  greene. 

And  of  the  sea  that  neighbours  to  her  neare : 

All  with  gay  girlands  goodly  wel  beseene.  40 
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And  let  them  also  with  them  brini?  in  hand 

Another  jpay  girland. 

For  my  myre  love,  of  lillres  and  of  rosea, 

Bound  truelove  wize,  with  a  blew  silke  riband. 

And  let  them  make  great  store  of  bridale  poses,  43 

And  let  them  eke  brin^j^  store  of  other  flowers. 

To  deck  the  bridale  bowers. 

And  let  the  ground  whereas  her  foot  shall* tread. 

For  feare  the  stones  her  tender  foot  shotdd  wrong. 

Be  strewd  with  fragnmt  flowers  all  along,  60 

And  diapred  Ivke  the  discolored  mead. 

Which  done,  doe  at  her  chamber  dore  awayt, 

For  she  will  waken  strayt ; 

The  whiles  do  re  this  song  unto  her  sing. 

The  woods  shall  to  you  answer,  and  your  echo  ring. 

Ye  njnnphes  of  Mulla,  which  with  carefull  heed  66 

The  silver  scalv  trouts  do  tend  full  weD, 

And  greedy  pikes  which  use  therein  to  feed ; 

(Those  trouts  and  pikes  all  others  doe  excell ;) 

And  ye  likewise,  which  keepe  the  rushy  lake,  €0 

Where  none  doo  fishes  take ; 

Bynd  up  the  locks  the  which  hanjo^  scatterd  light. 

And  in  his  waters,  which  your  mirror  make. 

Behold  your  faces  as  the  christaU  bright. 

That  when  you  come  whereas  my  love  doth  lie,  C5 

No  blemish  she  may  spie. 

And  eke,  ye  lightfoot  mayds,  which  keepe  the  doore. 

That  on  the  hoary  mounta^ne  use  to  towre ; 

And  the  wylde  wolves,  which  seeke  them  to  devoure. 

With  your  Steele  darts  doe  chaoe  from  coming  neer : 

Be  also  present  here,  71 

To  helpe  to  decke  her,  and  to  help  to  sing. 

That  all  the  woods  may  answer,  and  your  eccho  ring. 

Wake  now,  my  love,  awake;  for  it  is  time; 

The  rosv  mome  long  since  lefl  Tithons  bed,  75 

All  ready  to  her  silver  coche  to  clyme ; 

And  Phoebus  gins  to  shew  his  glorious  hed. 

Hark !  how  the  cheerfull  birds  do  chaunt  theyr  laies 

And  Carroll  of  Loves  praise. 

The  meny  larke  hir  mattins  sings  aloft ;  80 

The  thrush  rei^lyes ;  the  mavis  descant  playes: 

The  ouzel!  shrills ;  the  ruddock  warbles  soft ; 

So  goodly  all  agree,  with  sweet  consent, 

To  this  dayes  merriment 

Ah !  my  deere  love :  why  doe  ye  sleepe  thus  long,  85 

When  meeter  were  that  ve  shoidd  now  awake* 

T*  awayt  the  comming  of  your  iqyous  make. 
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And  hearken  to  the  birds  love-leamed  song, 

The  deawy  leaves  among! 

For  thev  of  ioy  and  pleasance  to  you  sing,  90 

That  all  the  woods  them  answer,  and  theyr  eccho  ring. 

My  lore  is  now  awake  out  of  her  dreame, 
And  her  fayre  eyes,  like  stars  that  dimmed  were 
With  darksome  doudes,  now  shew  theyr  goodly  beams 
More  bright  then  Hesperus  his  head  doth  rere.  95 

Come  now,  ye  damzels,  daughters  of  delight, 
Helpe  quickly  her  to  diffht : 
But  first  come  ye  fayre  noures,  which  were  begot. 
In  loves  sweet  paradioe  of  day  and  night  i 
Which  doe  the  seasons  of  the  year  allot,  100 

And  all,  that  ever  in  this  world  is  fayre. 
Do  make  and  still  repayre : 
And  ye  three  handmayds  of  the  Cyprian  queene, 
The  which  doe  still  adorn  her  beauties  pride, 
Helpe  to  adome  my  beautifullest  bride :  105 

And,  as  ye  her  array,  still  throw  betweene 
Some  graces  to  be  scene; 
And,  as  ^e  use  to  Venus,  to  her  sing. 
The  whiles  the   woods   shal  answer,   and  your  eccho 
ring. 

Now  is  my  love  all  ready  forth  to  come:  110 

Let  all  the  virgins  therefore  w^  awa3rt: 

And  ye  fresh  boyes.  that  tend  upon  her  groome, 

Prepare  your  selves;  for  he  is  comming  stray t. 

Set  all  your  things  in  seemely  good  aray. 

Fit  for  so  ioyinil  day :  115 

The  ioyfulst  day  that  ever  sunne  did  see. 

Fair  sun!  shew  forth  thy  favourable  ray. 

And  let  thy  lifull  heat  not  fervent  be. 

For  feare  of  burning  her  sunshyny  face. 

Her  beauty  to  disgrace.  120 

O  fayrest  Phoebus !  father  of  the  muse! 

If  ever  I  did  honour  thee  aright. 

Or  smg  the  thing  that  mote  tny  mind  delight. 

Doe  not  thy  servants  simple  boone  refuse ; 

But  let  this  day,  let  this  one  day,  be  mine ;  125 

Let  all  the  rest  be  thine. 

Then  I  thy  soverayne  prayses  loud  wil  sing. 

That  all  the  woods  shall  answer,  and  theyr  eccho  ring. 

Harke !  how  the  minstrils  gin  to  shrill  aloud 

Their  merrv  musick  that  resounds  from  far,  ICO 

The  pipe,  the  tabor,  and  the  trembling  croud. 

That  well  agree  withouten  breach  or  lar. 
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Bnt,  moet  of  all,  the  damedB  doe  delight. 

When  they  their  tymbrels  gmyte. 

And  thereunto  doe  daunoe  and  canol  sweety  135 

That  all  the  senoes  they  doe  rariah  quite ; 

The  whyles  the  boyes  run  up  and  downe  the  street, 

Ciyin^  aloud  with  strong  confused  Jkoyce, 

As  if  it  were  one  voyoe, 

Hymen,  16  Hymen,  Hymen,  they  do  shout ;  110 

That  eren  to  the  hearens  theyr  shouting  shrill 

Doth  reach,  and  all  the  firmament  doth  fill ; 

To  which  the  people  standing  all  about. 

As  in  approranee,  doe  thereto  applaud. 

And  loud  adraunoe  her  laud ;  146 

And  erermore  they  Hymen,  Hymen  sing. 

That  all  the  woods  them  answer,  and  theyr  eocho  ring. 

Loe!  where  die  comes  along  with  portly  pace, 

Lyke  Phoebe,  firom  her  chamber  of  the  east, 

Ajysing  forth  to  run  her  mighty  race,  luO 

Clad  all  in  white,  that  seems  a  virgin  best. 

So  well  it  her  beseems,  that  ye  would  weene 

Some  angell  she  had  beene. 

Her  long  loose  yellow  locks  lyke  golden  wyre, 

Sprinokfed  with  perle,  and  perling  flowres  atweene. 

Doe  lyke  a  golden  mantle  her  at^rre ;  156 

And,  oeing  crowned  with  a  giiland  greene. 

Seem  lyke  some  mayden  queene. 

Her  modest  eyes,  abashed  to  behold 

So  many  gazers  as  on  her  do  stare,  100 

Upon  the  lowly  ground  affixed  are ; 

Ne  dare  lift  up  her  countenance  too  bold. 

But  blush  to  heare  her  prayses  sung  so  loud. 

So  farre  from  being  proud. 

Nathlesse  doe  ye  still  loud  har  prayses  sing,  165 

That  all  the  woods  may  answer,  and  your  eocho  nng. 

Tell  me,  ye  merchants  daughters,  did  ye  see 

So  fayre  a  creature  in  your  towne  before; 

So  sweet,  so  lovely,  and  so  mild  as  she, 

Adomd  with  beautves  grace  and  vertucs  store?  170 

Her  goodly  eyes  lyke  saphyres  shining  bright, 

Her  forehead  yvory  white. 

Her  cheekes  lyke  apples  which  the  sun  hath  rudded. 

Her  lips  lyke  cherries  charming  men  to  byte. 

Her  brest  like  to  a  bowl  of  creame  uncnidded,  175 

Her  paps  lyke  lyllies  budded. 

Her  snowie  neck  lyke  to  a  marble  towre ; 

And  all  her  body  like  a  pallace  fiiyre. 

Ascending  up,  with  many  a  stately  stayre. 

To  honors  seat  and  chastities  sweet  bowre.  in^ 
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Wliy  stand  ye  still  ye  yii;(an8  in  amase, 

Upon  her  so  to  gaze. 

Whiles  ve  forget  yonr  former  lay  to  sing, 

To  whicn  the  woocU  did  answer,  and  your  eocho  ring? 

But  if  ye  saw  that  which  no  eyes  can  see,  185 

The.  inward  beauty  of  her  lively  spright, 

Grarnisht  with  heavenly  guifls  of  high  degree, 

Much  more  then  would  ye  wonder  at  that  sight, 

And  stand  astonisht  lyke  to  those  which  red 

Medusaes  mazeful  hed.  190 

There  dwells  sweet  love,  and  constant  chastity. 

Unspotted  fayth,  and  comely  womanhood, 

Eegard  of  honour,  and  mild  modesty; 

There  vertue  raynes  as  queene  in  royal  throne. 

And  giveth  lawes  alone,  193 

The  which  the  base  affections  doe  obay, 

And  yeeld  thevT  services  unto  her  will ; 

Ne  thought  or  things  imcomely  ever  may 

Thereto  approch  to  tempt  her  mind  to  ill. 

Had  ye  once  scene  these  her  celestial  threasures, 

And  unrevealed  pleasures,  201 

Then  would  ye  wonder,  and  her  prayses  sing, 

That  all  the  woods  should  answer,  and  your  ecoho  ring. 

Open  the  temple  gates  unto  my  love. 

Open  them  wide  that  she  may  enter  in,  206 

And  all  the  postes  adome  as  doth  behove, 

And  all  the  pill  ours  deck  with  mrlands  trim. 

For  to  receyve  this  saynt  with  Honour  dew, 

That  commeth  in  to  you. 

With  trembling  steps,  and  humble  reverence,  210 

She  commeth  in,  before  th*  Almighties  view; 

Of  her  ye  virgins  leame  obedience, 

When  so  ye  come  into  those  holy  places. 

To  humble  your  proud  faces : 

Bring  her  up  to  th'  high  altar,  that  she  may  215 

The  sacred  cerewonies  there  partake. 

The  which  do  endlesse  matrimony  make ; 

And  let  the  roring  organs  loudly  play 

The  praises  of  the  Lord  in  lively  notes ; 

The  wliiles,  with  hollow  throates,  220 

The  choristers  the  ioyous  antheme  sing, 

That  all  the  woods  may  answer,  and  their  eccho  ring. 

Behold,  whiles  she  before  the  altar  stands. 

Hearing  the  holy  priest  that  to  her  speakea. 

And  blesseth  her  with  his  two  happv  hands,  225 

How  ihe  red  roses  flush  up  in  her  cheekes, 
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And  the  pure  snow,  witii  goodly  TerrnOl  stajne 

Like  crimsin  dyde  in  grayne: 

That  even  the  an^ek,  which  oontinuaUy 

About  the  sacred  altar  doe  remaine,  230 

Forget  their  service  and  about  her  fly, 

Ofle  peeping  in  her  face,  that  seems  more  fayre 

The  more  they  on  it  stare. 

But  her  sad  eyes,  still  fastened  on  the  gp^und. 

Are  governea  with  goodly  modesty,  235 

That  suffers  not  one  look  to  glaunoe  awry, 

Which  may  let  in  a  little  thought  unsownd. 

Why  blush  ye,  love,  to  give  to  me  your  hand, 

Tlie  pledge  of  all  our  band ! 

Sing,  ye  sweet  angels,  AUeluya  sing,  210 

That  all  the  woods  may  answer,  and  your  eccho  ring. 

Now  al  is  done:  bring  home  the  bride  a^aine; 

Bring  home  the  triumph  of  our  victory: 

Bring  home  with  you  the  glory  of  her  gaine. 

With  ioyance  bring  her  and  with  iolUty.  245 

Never  had  man  more  ioyfull  dav  than  this. 

Whom  heaven  would  heape  witn  blis, 

Mtkke  feast  therefore  now  all  this  live-long  day; 

This  day  for  ever  to  me  holy  is. 

Poure  out  the  wine  without  restraint  or  stay,  250 

Poure  not  by  cups,  but  b  v  the  belly  full, 

Poure  out  to  all  that  wull. 

And  sorinkle  all  the  posta  and  wals  with  wine, 

That  they  may  sweat,  and  drunken  be  withall. 

Crowne  ye  god  Bacchus  with  a  coronall,  235 

And  Hymen  also  crowne  with  wreaths  of  vine ; 

And  let  the  Graces  daunce  unto  the  rest. 

For  they  can  doo  it  best : 

The  whiles  the  murdens  doe  theyr  carroll  sing, 

To  which  the  woods  shall  answer,  and  theyr  eocho  ring.  260 

Blng  ye  the  bels,  ye  yong  men  of  the  towne» 

Andleave  your  wonted  labors  for  this  day: 

This  day  b  holy;  doe  ye  write  it  downe, 

That  ye  for  ever  it  remember  mi^. 

This  dar  the  sunne  is  in  his  ohielest  hight,  265 

With  Bamaby  the  bright. 

From  whence  declining  daily  by  degrees. 

He  somewhat  loseth  of  his  heat  and  light, 

When  once  the  Crab  behind  his  backhe  seet. 

But  for  this  time  it  ill  ordained  was,  270 

To  choose  the  longest  day  in  all  the  yeare. 

And  shortest  night,  when  longest  fitter  werei 

Yet  never  day  so  long,  but  late  would  passe. 
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King  ye  the  bels,  to  make  it  weare  away. 

And  bonefiers  make  all  day;  275 

And  daance  about  them,  and  about  them  sins, 

That  all  the  woods  may  answer,  and  your  ecdio  ring. 

Ah !  when  will  this  long  weary  day  have  end, 

And  lende  me  leave  to  come  unto  my  love  P 

How  slowly  do  the  houres  theyr  numbers  spend  P 

How  slowly  docs  sad  Time  his  feathers  moveP  281 

Ha^t  thee,  O  fayrest  planet,  to  thy  home, 

Within  the  western  fome : 

Thy  tyred  steedes  lone  since  have  need  of  rest. 

Lout  though  it  be,  at  last  I  see  it  gloome,  235 

And  the  bright  evening-star  with  golden  creast 

Appeare  out  of  the  east. 

Fay  re  childe  of  beautie !  glorious  lampe  of  love ! 

That  all  the  host  of  heaven  in  rankes  doost  lead. 

And  guidest  lovers  through  the  nights  sad  dreao. 

How  chearefullv  thou  lookest  from  above,  291 

And  seemst  to  laugh  atweene  thy  twinkling  light, 

As  ioying  in  the  sight 

Of  these  glad  many,  which  for  ioy  do  sin^,  294 

That  all  the  woods  them  answer,  and  their  eccho  ring  1 

Now  cease,  ye  damsels,  your  delights  fore-past ; 

Enough  it  is  that  all  the  day  was  youres : 

Now  da;r  is  doen,  and  night  is  nighing  fast. 

Now bnng  the  bryde into  the brydallbowres. 

The  night  is  come,  now  soon  her  disaray,  300 

And  in  her  bed  her  la^; 

Lay  her  in  lillies  and  m  violets. 

And  silken  curteins  over  her  display. 

And  odoured  sheets,  and  arras  coverlets. 

Behold  how  goodly  my  faire  love  does  ly,  305 

In  proud  humihlyl 

Like  unto  Maia,  when  as  love  her  took 

In  Tempe,  lying  on  the  flowry  gras, 

Twixt  sieepe  and  wake,  after  she  weaiy  was. 

With  bathing  in  the  Acidalian  brooke.  310 

Now  it  is  night,  ye  damsels  may  be  gone. 

And  leave  my  love  alone. 

And  leave  likewise  your  former  lay  to  sing : 

The  woods  no  more  shall  answer,  nor  your  eccho  ring. 

Now  welcome,  night !  thou  night  so  long  expected. 
That  long  dales  labour  doest  at  last  defray,  310 

And  all  mv  cares,  which  cruell  Love  collected. 
Hast  suma  in  one,  and  cancelled  for  aye : 
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Spread  thy  broad  wing  orer  my  love  and  me» 
Tnat  no  man  maj  ns  see :  830 

And  in  thy  sable  mantle  ub  enwrap, 
From  feare  of  perrill  and  foule  horror  free. 
Let  no  false  treason  seeke  us  to  entrap, 
Nor  any  dread  disquiet  once  annoy 

The  safety  of  our  ioy ;  825 

But  let  the  night  be  caime,  and  quietsome. 
Without  tempestuous  storms  or  sad  afray: 
Lyke  as  when  love  with  f^^nre  Alcmena  lay, 
"Vt^een  he  begot  the  great  Tirynthian  groome: 
Or  lyke  as  when  he  with  thy  selfe  did  lie  830 

And  begot  Majestie. 

And  let  the  mayds  and  yongmen  oease  to  sing ; 
*  Ne  let  the  woods  them  answer,  nor  theyr  eccho  ring. 

Let  no  lamenting  cr^res,  nor  dolefull  tearee, 

Be  heard  all  nij^ht  within,  nor  yet  without:  83S 

Ne  let  false  whispers,  breeding  hidden  feares, 

Breake  gentle  sleepe  with  misconceired  dout 

Let  no  deluding  dreames,  nor  dreadful  sights. 

Make  sudden  ssA  affrights ; 

Ne  let  honse-iyres,  nor  lightnings  helpless  harmes, 

Ne  let  the  ponke,  nor  other  evill  sprights,  341 

Ne  let  mischievous  witches  with  tneyr  charmes, 

Ne  let  hob-goblins,  names  whose  sence  w^s  see  not, 

Fray  us  witn  things  that  be  not : 

Let  not  the  skriech-owle  nor  the  storke  be  heard,  315 

Nor  the  night  raven,  that  still  deadly  vels ; 

Nor  damn^  ghosts,  cald  up  with  mighty  spels. 

Nor  griesly  vultures,  make  us  once  imeard : 

Ne  let  th'  unpleasant  quyre  of  frogs  still  croldng 

Make  us  to  wish  theyr  choking.  350 

Let  none  of  these  theyr  drery  accents  sing; 

Ne  let  the  woods  them  answer,  nor  theyr  eccho  ring. 

But  let  stil  Silence  trew  night-watches  keepe. 

That  sacred  Peace  may  in  assurance  rayne. 

And  tymely  Sleep,  when  it  is  tyme  to  sleepe,  355 

May  poure  his  limbs  forth  on  j;our  pleasant  pli^yne; 

The  whiles  an  hundred  little  winged  loves. 

Like  divers-fethered  doves, 

ShaU  fly  and  flutter  round  about  the  bed. 

And  in  the  secret  darke,  that  none  reproves,  SflC- 

Their  prety  stealthes  shall  worke,  and  snares  shall  fpreftd 

To  filch  away  sweet  snatches  of  delight, 

Conceal'd  through  covert  night 
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Te  sonnes  of  Yearn,  play  your  sports  at  wiU ! 

"For  jrreedy  pleasure,  carelesse  or  your  toyes,  865 

Thinks  more  upon  her  paradise  of  ioyes. 

Then  what  ye  no,  alhe  it  good  or  ill. 

All  night  therefore  attend  your  merry  play, 

For  it  will  soone  be  day : 

Now  none  doth  hinder  you,  that  say  or  sing ;  870 

^e  will  the  woods  now  answer,  nor  your  e^o  ring. 

"Who  is  the  same,  which  at  my  window  peepesP 
Or  whose  is  that  faire  face  that  shines  so  bright? 
Is  it  not  Cinthia,  she  that  never  sleepes. 
But  walkes  about  high  heaven  al  the  night  P  875 

O !  fayrest  sroddesse,  do  thou  not  envy 
My  love  with  me  to  spy: 

Por  thou  likewise  di(ut  love,  though  now  unthought» 
And  for  a  fleece  of  wooll,  which  privily 
The  Latmian  shepherd  once  unto  thee  brought,  380 

His  pleasures  with  thee  wrought. 
Therefore  to  us  be  favorable  now; 
.And  sith  of  wemens  labours  thou  hast  charge, 
And  generation  goodly  dost  enlarge, 
Encline  thy  will  t*  effect  our  wishfull  vow,  385 

And  the  chast  womb  informe  with  timely  seed. 
That  may  our  comfort  breed: 
Till  which  we  cease  our  hopefull  hap  to  sing; 
Ne  let  the  woods  us  answer,  nor  our  eccho  ring. 

And  thou,  great  Juno !  which  with  awful  might  390 

The  lawes  of  wedlock  still  dost  patronize; 
And  the  religion  of  the  faith  first  plight 
With  sacred  ntes  hast  taught  to  solemnue; 
And  eke  for  comfort  often  called  art 
Of  women  in  their  smart ;  395 

Eternally  bind  thou  this  lovely  band, 
And  all  thy  blessings  unto  us  impart. 
And  thou,  glad  Genius!  in  whose  gentle  hand 
The  bridale  bowre  and  ^eniall  bed  remaine. 
Without  blemish  or  stame:  400 

And  the  sweet  pleasures  of  ihejrr  loves  delight 
With  secret  ayde  doost  succour  and  supply. 
Till  th^  brinji:  forth  the  fruitfull  progeny; 
Send  us  the  timelv  fruit  of  this  same  night. 
And  thou,  fayre  Hebe !  and  thou,  Hymen  free !  406 

Grant  that  it  may  so  be. 
Till  which  we  cease  your  further  prayse  to  sing; 
H'e  any  woods  shall  answer,  nor  your  eccho  ring. 
8  F 
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And  ye  high  heayens,  the  temple  of  t^  gods. 

In  which  a  thousand  torches  flaminff  bright  410 

Doe  burne,  that  to  ns  wretched  earthly  clods 

In  dreadfnl  darknesse  lend  desired  light; 

And  all  ye  powers  which  in  the  same  remajne^ 

More  than  we  men  can  fayne  1 

Pour  out  your  blessing  on  us  plentioosly,  415 

And  happy  influence  upon  us  raine, 

That  we  may  raise  a  large  posterity, 

Which  from  the  earth,  which  they  may  long  possesse 

With  lasting  happinease. 

Up  to  your  haughty  paUaoes  may  mount;  420 

And,  for  the  guerdon  of  theyr  glorious  merit. 

May  heayenl^  tabernacles  there  inherit. 

Of  blessed  samts  for  to  increase  the  count 

So  let  us  rest,  sweet  loye,  in  hope  of  this. 

And  cease  till  then  our  tymely  loyes  to  sing:  425 

The  woods  no  more  us  answer,  nor  our  eocho  ring : 

Song!  made  in  lieu  qfmany  ornaments^ 

With  which  my  htve  should  duly  have  been  deet. 

Which  cutting  qff^ through  hasty  accidents. 

Ye  would  not  stay  your  dew  time  to  expect^  490 

But  promisi  both  to  recompens; 

Be  unto  her  a  goodly  ornament, 

And  for  short  time  an  endlesse  moniment !  133 
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Jhaett  In  the  two  old  quartos.;  bat 

In  tlie  folkM  Jbfuet  to  lower,  to  let 

&U 
Abandt  to  abandon 
JboMh,  to  terriiy,  make  ashamed 
Jberr,  to  bear,  cany,  demean,  behare 
Ahett  to  vindicate,  and  to  maintain 
Abide,  Abp,  Abydt,  to  abide,  suffer, 

endure 
Aloeeied,  thrown  down 
Abode,  sta/ing,  or  delaj 
Abraid,  awake,  awoke 
Abrojf  out  of  sleep,  raise    awake. 

Abrajfd,  awaked 
Aburion,  ihiud,  abuse 
Abjfe,  abide  bf 
Aeelesf,  to  cloy,  All   np.     Aedoyes, 

chokes  up,  fills  np 
Aceorage,  to  encourage 
According,  granting 
Aecoete,  to  approach 
Accosting,  in  falooniy,  to  crouch  or 

stoop 
Account,  tell  orer 
Aecofd,  soothed,  appeased 
Aecojfled,   stood    around,  gathered 

together 
Aecrewed,  increased,  nnited,  collected 
Aekates,  1st  and  2nd  quartos.    The 

iblios  Gates,  i.e.  provisions 
Acquit,  released 
Aerates,  intemperance 
Adaw,  to  daunt.    Sometimes  signi- 
fies to  abate 
Addeme,  adjudge,  deem 
Address,  to  drcM,    pfepare,  order, 

makereadj 
Admiranee,  admiratioo 
Adoe,  business 
Aioret  for  adom 

8» 


Adome    (snbstantirely),    adorning, 

ornament 
Adredd,  Adrad,    ftnghtened,   to    be 

aft'aid,  to  dread 
Advance,  to  hasten,  to  set  fbrward 
Advaunee,  to  recommend 
Advaunced,  incited,  inflamed 
Adveieed,  considered 
Advise,  to  consult,  deliberate,  coo* 

sider 
Advisement,  counsel,  advice,  drcimi* 

spection 
Adtrard,  award,  Judgment,  sentence 
Aery,  a  hawk'a-nest 
Affeare,  to  ftiglitvn 
Affect,  affection,  passion 
Affrap,  to  encounter,  to  strike  down 
Affray,  terror,  tumult.  To  Affray,  to 

terrify 
Affrended,  made  friends 
Affret,  rencounter,  hasty  meeting 
Affronting,  opposing  front  to  front ; 

meeting  face  to  face 
Affy,    betroth.     Affide,    betrothed, 

affianced 
Aggrace,  favour,  kindness 
Aggrate,  to  gratify,  to  please 
Aghast,  frightened,  astonished 
Aglets,  see  Aygulets 
Agratte,   did    so    much    aggrace: 

showed  so  much  grace  and  favour 
Agrise,  to  dread  and  fear  greatly ; 

to  astonish,  to  give  abhorrence 
Aguise,  to  put  on  an  appearance} 

to  set  off  after  a  new  manner 
Aibe,  albeit,  although 
Algates,  by  all  means,   any  way, 

wholly,  nevertheless 
AU,  altogether,  wholly;  also  used 

Ibr  although 
Alia    Turehesca,  In    the    Turkish 
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AOege^  •DerUte,  lighten 

AUeggeaumee,  alleriatioo,  ea8^ 
furt 

Alew,  howling.  lamenUtioii 

Atoofct  at  Rome  distance 

Ahw,  low ;  the  a  added 

Ats,  also 

Amainet  with  vehemenoe 

Amate.  l.to  subdae,  to  daunt,  to 
distress,  to  terrify.  2.  To  asao- 
date  with,  to  keep  oompanj 

Ameandf  fined 

Aptenaget  manage,  carriage 

Amenauncet  earrisge,  behavioor 

Amis,  apparel,  garment 

Amoves,  moves;  the  particle  a  is 
added 

Annoyffs,  annoyances,  ii^ury,  mis- 
diief,  hart 

Anliekt,  antique  odd  ilgnres  of  men, 
beasts,  birds,  &c. 

J/NsU,  to  discourage,  daunt,  terrify 

Apay,  to  pay,  content,  satisfy,  re- 
quire 

Appeach,  impeach,  accuse,  censure 

Appefe,  it  seems  to  be  used  for  accuse 

Antbie  or  Araby,  Arabia 

ArhoreUy  a  flowering  shrub 

Arrad,  Areed^  show,  advise,  declare, 
tell 

Areare,  backwards;  a  lagging  or 
backward  pace 

Areedst  advices,  discourses 

Amp,  in  a  row  together,  all  toge- 
ther 

Arke,  chest  or  coflbr 

Arravghtt  did  reach,  seise  on; 
reached,  snatched,  seized 

Arn^t  order,  apparel,  dress 

Artrt,  backward 

Arret,  sometimes  signifies  decree 

Atkttunce,  to  look  askance,  enviously, 
obliquely,  sideways,  awry 

Aslake,  to  appease 

Aspects,  appearances 

Assay,  proof,  trial,  attempt,  attack 

Assoile,  to  fVee.  to  quit.  AssoHed^ 
absolved,  discharged 

Assot,to  besot,  deceive,  make  a  fool  of 

Assotted,  stupified 

Assjfnd,  marked  oat 

AsUtrt,  to  startle 

Astond,  Astoustd,  astonished 

Atehievemeni,  enterprise,  Of  perfbr- 


J<  Mr<  testantlf 

ilte,dideat 

Atone,  Le.  friends  again s  at  on*{ 

JfeM^  reconciled 
Attaekt,  appr«bend«d.  laid  bold  on 
Attaimt,  it  did  attaint;  H  acemcd  to 

absorb  it.  and  to  pot  It  o«t  Iqr  to 

superior  splendour 
Attempter,  tempter 
AtteitU,  most  heedfUlj 
if  Monee.  once  fi>r  all ;  atoneandfte 

same  time 
Attone,  bereaved,  taken  nwaj  alto- 
gether 
Atirapt,  Attrapped,  adonied 
ilfiiv^n.  between 
Avale,  to  lower,  abate,  bring  do«rn, 

descend 
AusumtiMg,  vaimtlng.  the  «  mper- 

added.    According  to  BmfJkm  it 

signifies  advancing 
Avenge,    vengeance.      AvtngumesU. 

revenge 
Aventmred^  it  teems  to  be  cC  tbe 

same  signification  with  ctmehtd 
Avixe,  Avyee,  Arise,  to  pereeire,  tci 

consider.    To  behold,  to  obecrra, 

to  be  sensible  of.    Bmgkee 
Atour,  confession,  acknowJedguiuil 
if  HMogrMi  enamelled 
Auwrned,  warned,  premonished 
Awhape,  to  astonish,  to  terrify 
i4jr0.ever 
Asfgutets,  tagged  points 


Race,   low,   the   lower  parti,  fba 

bottom 
Bad,  asked,  entreated,  prayed 
Baf^Ud,  bafBed,  beat,  defeated 
Baitie,  power,  a  limit,  a  booad 
Bains,  banns 

Baisemaitu,  comi^ments.  lespeels 
Bale,  evil,  misehtef;  misery,  sorrow. 

burden 
Balefkd,  soROwfhl,  mifortnnate,  ftill 

of  harm 
Bitlke,  to  disappoint.  bafBe,  fhntrata 
BatmeralL  a    little  flag  worn    bf 

knights  on  the  top  of  their  Uneos 
corses.    To  Ban,  to  cnmu 
did  curse 
Barbed,  emboMod,  adoned  aa  tba 

trappingi 
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Mmrbet,  botses  or  ornaments  in  the 
trappings  of  a  hone 

Sarbieant  an  oater-work,  gate,  or 
watch-tower 

Bate,  onto  the  base,  below,  bottom 

Ba$e$,  KDj  covering!  for  the  legs 

Baten,  as,  Big  looks  basen  wide, 
L  «.  extended  as  with  wonder 

Btuenet,  a  helmet 

ilcuA^  abashed 

Basted,  wrought  slightly,  sewed 

Bate,  did  beat,  Hughet,  Did  bite, 
Upton 

BattiO,  to  grow  fat 

Bauldriek,  a  belt;  Bauldriek  <if  the 
heavene,  tlie  zodiac,  in  which  are 
the  twelve  signs 

Bay,  to  bark.  Faerie  Qneene,  Booki. 
Canto  7,  Stanza  8 ;  it  signifies  to 
bathe,  cherish,  or  foment.  To 
bold  or  keep  at  bag,  is  the  hunter's 
phrase  of  the  stag,  when  the 
hounds  are  baging,  or  barking  at 
him 

Bagt.  to  rest 

Beacon,  a  raised  building  of  com- 
bustible matter,  to  be  fired  in  order 
to  give  notice  to  distant  people  of 
invasions.     Upton 

Beadmen,  prayer-men 

BeadroU,  properly  a  catalc^ue  of 
prayers,  but  used  for  a  catalogue 
in  general 

Beard  him,  aflhmt  bim  to  his  face ; 
brave  him 

Beare,  a  bier 

Beathed  in  fire,  hardened  in  the  fire 

Beacg,  a  company 

Beauperee,  equals,  fair  companions 

Bed,  fbr  bid,  to  pray 

IMf^A/,  dressed,  adorned 

Bedgde,  dyed 

Begored,  smeared  with  gore 

Beloved,  kept  within  bounds 

Behett,  command 

Behigiu,  or  behote,  called,  named; 
and  sometimes  bid,  promised,  gave 

Behoofe,  convenience 

Belatnay,  fair  friend 

BeUuneure,  a  lover 

Belayed,  laid  over 

Beldame,  good  lady,  good  dame 

BeU-aectnfla,  fair  reception,  kind 
salutation 

BtUgardt,  beautiAil  looks 


Bellibone,  fair  maid 

Bends,  bars   placed    cross-ways,  a 

term  in  heraldry 
Benempt,  bequeathed,  named 
Bent,  the  propensity  or  inclination ; 

sometimes  yielding  or  compljring 
Bents,  rushes,  bent  grass ;  bulrushes 
Bere,    sometimes    signifies    weight, 

pressure,  or  bearing 
Bereave,  to  bereave,  to  take  away 
Beseek,  beseech 
Beseem,  to  become,  to  grace,  to  look 

seemly 
Beseen,  well  beseen,  i    e.  courtesy, 

bearing  a  good  aspect,  handsome 

treatment 
Besits,  becomes 

Besprint,  or  Besprent,  besprinkled 
Bestadde,  ill-used,  distressed 
Asf/tftut,  beset,  oppressed ;  III  bestead, 

bad  plight,  condition 
Bet,  did  beat 
Betake,  took  into  his  hand,  bestow 

upon 
Beteem,  deliver,  bestow 
Betide,  happen  to,  befall 
Betight,  betide,  befall 
Bever,  the  sight  or  visor  of  a  head- 
piece 
B<me,  a  company,  a  troop 
Bewray,  to  discover 
Bickerment,  contention,  strife 
Bidding  his  beads,  saying  his  prayers 
£i7rM,  forthwith,  inmiediately 
Bittur,  a  bittern 
Blame,  reproach 
Blatant  beast,  detraction  represented 

as  a  monster 
BUtxe,  to  divulge,  or  spread  abroad 
Bleard,  dimm^,  darkened 
Blemishment,  blemish,  stain 
Blend,  not  only  to  mix,  but  to  spoil 

with    mixing,   to   confound.     It 

also  sometimes  signifies  to  blind 
BUss,  Spenser  has  used  this  word  to 

signify  the  waving  or  brandishing 

of  a  sword 
BUn,  to  cease,  give  over 
BliH  for  Blest,  blesned.  B.  iv.  O.  7, 

St.  46.   But  in  B.  vi.  C.  8.  St.  18, 

aU   about  to  blest,    i.  e,    ii^uied. 

wounded 
Blire,  forthwith,  presently 
Bloosme,   blossom.      Pronounce   it 
I,  B.  ir.  C.  8.  St.  3 
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Bode,  did  abide 

Bolt,  an  arrow 

Bowl,  bound;  Icept  as  bond-slaret 

BonnibeU  a  fair  maid 

Boouy  faroar,  request,  petition 

Boot,  advanta^.  help,  profit 

J^f/e«t,  unavailing,  unprofitable 

Bord,  to,  to   accost,  to    approach, 

Bord,  a  Jest 
^nfr^A^,raTagingB  or  incurslonf 

on  the  borders 
Barrel,  rude,  clownish 
BoMte,  a  protuberance  in  the  middle 

of  the  sliield 
Bought*,  circular  folds,  or  windings 
Boulted,  sifted 

Bounty,  goodness,  generosity 
Boum,  a  brook  or  rivulet 
Bouzing  can,  a  large  drinking-pot 
Bowre,  often    used    for    an    inner 

chamber  or  private  apartment. 
Brade,  for  broad 
Brag,  proudly 

Braided,  knitted,  plaited,  wreathed 
Brakes,  bushes,  brambles,  fern 
Brame,  vexation  ;  Bteem,  fierce 
Brand,  sometimes  a  fire-brand,  some- 
times a  sword 
Bransles,  brawls,  a  sort  of  tone 
Brast  or  Brae'd,  burst 
Brave,  not  only  valiant  and  bold,  bot 

fine  and  spruce 
Browned  boure,  well-ffinewed  armi 
Bray,  sound  shrill 
Breme,  chill,  bitter 
Brentte,  to  bum 
Brent,  burnt 

Brigandine,  a  coat  of  mail 
Brigantine,  a  swift  vessel  for  sea 
Brigank,  robbers,  f^^e-booters 
Brockage,  pimping 
Brond,  Brond-inm,  vide  Brtmd 
Brooke,  bear,  endure,  digest 
Brunt,  violent  attack,  accident 
Bruih,  small  wood,  brush  wood 
Bnut,  burst 
Brutenen,     sottishness,      stupidity. 

brutishness 
To  huekle,  to  buckle  on  armoori  to 

prepare  for  battle 
Bv^e,  a  blow,  boflbt 
Bug,  a  bugbear 
Bugle,  a  small  bngle-bom 
Burgamet,  a  helmet 
.AMV0M,  to  s|iilnff  forth  or  bud 


Attftsf*,  Bttie  boahet 
Bui,  nnless,  exoepC 
Auwae.  yielding 
Btfihe.    See  Bilire 
Bynempt    See  Bemempt 

C. 
Camtie,  Cmmm,  a  thin  gown 
Can,  is  often  osed.  as  gas.  bcgaa 
Canon-bit,  that  part  of  the  bit  which 

Is  let  into  the  horse's  mo«th;  the 

mlingbit 
Capias,  a  spedal  warrant 
Capon,  a  cock  cut;  metaphorically 

a  cow-herd 
CmprefitU,  woodbtaie.  boney-SQckle 
Captive,  to  captivate 
Captivamnee,  captivity 
Car/b*,  care 

Carle,  a  clown,  a  chvl 
Carol,  to  sing  songs  of  joy 
Cvtmh,  to  eat 
To  Qui  In  oneli  mfaid,  to  think,  to 

contrive.     Cast  is  also  used  for 

time,  or  a  throw 
A  Cast  of/auleont,  a  set  of  lUooBi 
Caetory,  beaver^  oil 
CentMii.  to  argne  or  debate 
Cae^d,  made  hoUow 
Caytive,  Qtitive,  mean,  vile,  capttvik 

slave 
Crr«««.  certainly 
Ceese,  cease 
Ceeure,  a  cntting  off. 
To  Chafer,  to  bargain,  to  tralle,  to 

exchange 
ChameUt,  staff  mixed  with  canwt^ 

hair,  camlet 
Chumfred,  bent,  crooked 
Charmes,  tempers,  orders 
Chaet,  chased 

Choice,  anger,  heat,  wrath 
Chauntidere,  so  named  from  dkaumt- 

ing  or  tinging  with  a  dear  and 

silver  voice 
Chayre,  charily,  with  great  ears  and 

caution 
Ckecklaton,  a  kind  of  chequered  or 

motley  stuff 
Checkmate,  a  word  borrowed  tttn 

the  game  of  chess 
Cheere,  countenance,  idr,  mien 
Cherry,  for  cherish 
Cheratrie,  knighthood,  knightly  cz* 

ploito 
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atehferemeiit,  enter- 
prise, fleat,  performanoe 

Ckiefrie^  principalitf 

Chylded^  brought  forth 

GTcumnent^  to  beguile 

OofM.  call 

Clepedy  oalled,  named 

Cioueh^  gathered  together 

Colled,  embraced 

Ci^ourabtet  oounterfelted 

Commen,  commune,  discourse  to- 
gether.   Also  to  come 

Comment,  devise,  feign 

Compare,  procure 

Comptut  eretutt  his  crest  compassed 
around,  or  well-rounded,  propor- 
tioned, or  fhimed 

Oompeldy  called  upon 

ComptoU  a  plot,  combination,  or  oon> 
trivance 

Comporianoe,  behaviour,  carriage 

CbmpyUe,  brought  together 

CoHy  to  learn,  to  know 

Couceipt,  imsgination,  fanc7 

ConcfHt,  harmony 

Conerew,  to  grow  together 

Qmnd,  learned 

Condigne,  worthy 

CoHgS,  bow,  reverence,  leave 

Conspiring,  agreeing  in  sentiment 

Constraind,  tormented,  made  uneasj 

Contame,  hold  together 

tonteeke,  contention 

Contrive,  spend,  consume,  reckon, 
oount,  invent,  imagine 

ConoemMe,  agreeable 

Convent,  to  summon  to  appear 

Convince,  to  convict 

Coosen  pa$$ion»,  Undred  passions 

Coportion,  a  portion  or  share  with 
you 

Corb,  crooked 

Corbe$,  ornaments  in  buildings, 
brackets,  or  shouldering  pieces  in 
wood-woric 

Cordwayne,  Spanish  leather,  so  called 
from  €k>rduba  in  Spain 

Coronal,  crown,  garland 

Cosset,  a  lamb  brought  np  without 
the  ewe 

Cotes,  sheep-folds 

Coti,  floating  cottage,  a  little  boat 

CouU,  as  Could  hi*  good  to  all;  i.  #. 
dispensed  his  bounty 

Count,  aoooont,  reckoning 


Countereast,  a  ooonter  oontriTanoe  or 
cunning 

Counterchange,  mutual  exchange 

Covatterfeasaunee,  counterfeiting,  dis- 
simulation 

Counterprise,  counterpoise,  weigh 
equally 

Countentoke,  an  opposite  stroke 

Countervayle,  sweet  oounterwaple,  i.e, 
pleasing  requital 

Couplement,  union,  marriage,  coup- 
ling together 

Cour'd,  fbr  covered,  hnng  over,  leant 
over 

Court,  oourteousness,  pleasantry 

Couth,  to  know  or  be  skilfhl  in 

Cowheard,  coward 

Cragg,  neck 

Crakes,  boastings 

Cranks,  same  as  CranUesi  i.  e.  torn 
ings,  windings 

Craples,  claws 

Craven,  coward,  or  cowardly 

Credence,  belief 

Crooke,  gallows 

Cruddp-Uood,  crudled,  coagulated 

Crumenal,  purse 

Culver,  (Saxon  word,)  dove,  pigeon 

Cuherin,  a  piece  of  ordnance 

Curat,  Curiets,  OuraU,  thus  differently 
spelled ;  armour  for  the  back  and 
breast 

D. 

Dadafe,  skilful,  artificial 

Damnifyde,  injured,  impaired 

Dan,  an  old  title  signifying  master 

Darrayne,  to  hazard,  venture,  at- 
tempt, or  prepare  to  fight 

Darred  larke,  alluding  to  catching  of 
larks  by  what  they  call  a  daring 
glass 

Dayes'wuui,  umpire,  arbitrator 

Da^fnt,  dainty,  delicate 

Dayr'house,  dairy-house 

Deaitk,  dealeth,  gives 

Deambf,  Demfy,  eagerly,  earnestly 

Dtforwdy,  sadly 

Debonaire,  sprightly,  ooarteons,  good, 
kind 

DeceUo,  deceit 

Decretals,  a  volume  of  the  Canon 
Law,  or  books  containing  the  de* 
orees  of  sundry  popes^—JtptMfi 
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DMfwmd;  decreased 

Deemeti,  deem,  sappoee 

DefeoMmmee,  defeadag 

Defeatun,  dettniction 

Defend,  keep  off,  forbid 

Defyttot  defamation 

Dejfy,  flnelf  or  nimbly 

D^/ine»  to  end,  to  determine  or  de-> 

oide 
Defould,  defiled  or  broogfat  to  shame 
Defra^dt  Aimished 
DeUt^d,  put  away,  removed 
DeUom,  d^ght,  pleasure 
Dekie,  a  pit  or  boUow  place 
DMMaae,  treatment 
Demeane,  Demayne,  demeanour,  car- 
riage, behaviour;    sometimee    it 
signifies  to  debate,  Demeasmtre,  | 
Demeanure,  as  above 
Dempt,  deemed,  a4Jadged,  supposed 
Dent  or  DinU  blow 
D^jpetfitem  painted 
Derring  doe,  bold  deeds,  manhood, 

ohirahry 
Dcwrtce.  describe 
DetpiUow,  spitefol.  malidons 
De$ngnmeni,  plot,  conspiracy 

De$$e,  a  seat 

Deviteftd,  ftill  of  rare  dcTioes  or  in- 
ventioa 

Devoir,  duty 

Diapase,  a  term  in  music  including 
all  tones 

Dight,  to  order,  prepare,  dress,  adorn 

Diiate,  enlarge  upon 

Dirk,  dark,  or  to  darken 

Dimtdeaunee,  to  withdraw,  to  stop 

DitaoentuirouM,  ill  adrenturous,  un- 
happy, unlucky 

Discided,  cut  in  two  parts 

DiaeUued,  disengaged,  untied 

Di»e%tre,  discover 

Diecuet,  shaken  oS,  to  remove,  or  pot 
away 

Disoaee,  for  uneasiness 

DitentrapUd,  drawn  along  floatingly 

DiehabUd,  leuen'd 

JHtleal  kniglU,  perfidious,  traitorous 

DiHoignd,  DieMned,  remote,  Ikr 

JDuMoyd;  ugly,  ill-shaped 

Ditpenee,  consumption,  expense,  pro- 
fusion 

Ditple,  discipline,  ooireetion 

JHeport,  sport,  diversion,  pastime 
Diepreddm,  spread,  diffused  ariMnid 


Disteixed,  made  to  quit  or  reliaqaislw 

disponcMedof 
Dis$olute,  languid,  broken,  B.  L  C  7, 

SL  51 
OwlArmuud;  dethroned 
Dittinet,  varied,  marked,  beeet 
Ditlraime,  i.  e.  draw  it,  or  break  It 

asunder 
Distraught,  drawn  aside,  distracted 
DKiv.  orderB,  directions 
A  DiU,  a  ditty,  a  song 
Doede,  a  dealing  out 
Doaleor  Dole,  «orrow.  portion 
Doe,  doe  him  mot  to  djfe,  pot  hia  not 

to  death 
Dofte,  do  off,  put  off 
IMor,  Dolour,  grieC  pain,  sorrow 
D^tole,  complaint,  sorrow,  pain,  grief 
Don,  to  do  on,  to  put  on 
Dortomre,  dormitories,  or   lodgings 

fbr  monks 
Doted,  doting,  impaired 
Doueepere,    from  the    French,   les 

douze  pairs:  one  of  the  twdve  ' 

peers  of  France 
Doughtie,  stout,  valiant,  courageoi 
Drad,  dread,  dreed,  dreaded;  to  be 

feared,  honoured,  revereaeed 
Drapett,  linen  doUies 
Drmigkt,    a    military  detachmeat, 

B.  ii.C.  30.  SL  51,  reeemManoe 
Dreare,  Drere,  sorrow,  sadneis 
Dreut,  drenched  or  drowned 
i>r«rMi«Hl,  heaviness.  sonowfUBeis 
Drerikedd,  a  sorrowful  and  dreaiy 

state 
DreU,  ordered,  prepared 
Dreviil,  a  driveller,  a  fool 
Drift,  impulse,  toroe,  or  driving  cm, 

purpose 
Dnwt^AetM,  drowshiess 
Dureete,  confinement,  imprisonment. 

hardship 


Eame,  Erne,  to  yearn,  to  be  mofcd 

with  compassion 
Earet,  Ertt,  first,  first  of  all,  at  flnt, 

before,  formerly 
Eaee/jf,  genUy 
EasterUmge,  the  Germani  SO  ciOed 

bythe  Brltou 
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JM«,  Ete,  alto;  it  dgnifles  likewise 
to  add,  to  increase,  to  aagment 

Bffiereed^  made  fierce  and  mad 

Mgbret^  to  force  open,  also  to  violate 

Effraide,  frightened,  afraid 

EfU  again,  lilcewise,  soon 

Eflaoonet,  again,  pretentlj,  qoicklj, 
forthwith 

Egiantitu^  sweet  briar,  or  wild  rose 

Eldf  did  age 

Elf,  a  fairy.  EiJIn,  the  aOjeotlTe  of 
Elf 

Eilest  else,  already 

Embaee,  to  lessen,  make  base,  dis- 
hcmoored 

Embat'd^  shat  np 

EmbaUUd  eart,  a  warlike  chariot 

Embagf,  to  bathe ;  also  to  cherish  and 
delight 

Embajftd,  inclosed;  also  made  ap 
into  bales  or  packs 

Emko»om§t  entertain 

Ejmbo$9t  has  different  significations 
-—Amu  tmboitt  arms  of  embossed 
work.  Smbo$t  with  gold,  raised  as 
in  relieTO.  Embost  wUA  jHiarle$, 
raised  or  overlaid.  In  com  embott, 
hid,  concealed.  The  talvage  beast 
emba$t  im  weary  ehace,  meaning 
hard  mn  and  wearied  out.  To 
embo$$e  hit  tpeare  in  hi*  body,  i.e. 
to  lodge,  to  inclose.  Bat  the  most 
diflioalt  place  seems  in  B.  iii.  G.  1. 
St.  64.  Ewtboete  themeelvee  in  $o 
giorioue  fpoile,  probably  from  the 
Italian  Imboeeani,  i.  e.  by  ambus- 
cade to  avail  themselves  of  so 
glorious  a  spoil. — Upton. 

Embowed,  Imbewed,  arched;  covered 
archwise 

EmboyUd,  embojling  wrath,  B.  ii. 
C.  5.  St.  18;  the  same  as  BoyUd, 
Boyting 

Embrace,  adom,  make  brave  or  fine ; 
to  dress 

Ewte,  an  uncle  hf  the  mother's  side 

Emparlance,  a  law  term,  used  in  pe- 
titioning the  court  for  respite 

Empeach,  to  hinder 

Ew^feriU,  quartos;  folios  Imperilt, 
endanger 

Emperisht,  perished,  gone  to  min 

Empight,  placed,  fixed 

EwtpriMe,  enterprize,  undertaking 

Emmmier,  lest  that 


Endtaeed,  engraven,  adorned 
EneheoMOH,  occasion,  accident,  cause 

or  reason  wherefore  any  thing  is 

done 
Bneon^terwtent,  molestation 
EndoMte,  to  write  on  the  back,  to 

engrave 
Endurd,  hardened 
Endwren,  endure,  continue 
Enfeloned,  hurried  on  by  wicked  and 

felonious  mtents ;  become  fierce 
Enfbxddred  emoke,  smoke  mixed  with 

flame 
EnghU,  satiate,  glut 
Engore,  to  pierce,  to  prick;  to  make 

bloody  or  gory 
Engorged  yre,  anger  rising  to  the 

very  gorge  or  throat ;  anger  which 

cannot  be  suppressed 
Engraffed,  ingrafted,  implanted 
Engroete,  made  thick 
EnhauHst,  raised,  lifted  np 
Enrace,  Enroot,  implant 
Enriven,  torn  asunder 
Eneeanu,  i.  e.  fkttens 
Ensew,  follow.     Emude^  followed 
Entnarle,  insnare.  intangle  as  a  skein 

of  silk 
Entayle,  engraving 
Entitled  with  antieks,  engraven  or 

carved  with  images 
Enterdeale,  meditation,  n^^tiation 
Enterprixe,  sometimes   signifies    to 

give  reception  to  one 
Entertake,  to  entertain 
Entirely,  or  enhfrely,  eamestiy 
Entraifed,  intermingled,  interlaced, 

interwoven 
Enure,  accustom  to,  make  use    of, 

practise 
Enured,  effected,  committed 
Em/y,  to  ¥ie  with,  emulate,  reibse  to 

give 
Errant  Knight*,  who  travel  aboat  the 

world  seeking  adventure 
Eechewed,  avoided.    Eechew,  avoid 
Eeloyne,  withdraw  to  a  distance  t 

separate 
E*pial,  sight,  spying 
E*9oyne,  excuse  for  not  appearing 
Ecengely,  gospel 
Ew/te*,  efts,  newts,  or  evets,  Upton. 

Lizards.  Hughe*. 
Ewghen  bow,  a  bow  of  yew 
Ejtanimat*,  lifeless,  dead 


^.gitized  by 


Google 


810 


0L068ABT. 


Exchtat,   aoddent,  or   a  property 

fidlen  to  any  one  in  any  thing 
Sxptre  or  Expire,  to  bring  forth,  to 

breathe  forth 
EMpreH,  preMed  oat,  gqoeezed  out 
Exter/ne,  to  extirpate,  to  root  oat 
Extreat,  extraction,  drawhig  oat 
Epeu  Hatffke,  a  term  in  fklconry, 

Bignifyhig  a  young  hawk  newly 

fledged,  and  fit  for  flight 
JSyiM,  En€.  eyes 

F. 

Fade^  to  vanish,  toperi8h»  to  go  away 

Faime,  4oest  fame,  are  desirout 

FaUed,  fUsified,  deoeived 

Fare,  to  go.     Faring,  going  on 

Fatal  ready  prophetical  advice.  Fatal 
errour,  a  wandering  voyage  or- 
dered  by  the  Fates 

F<^, fkith,  truth;  sometimes  it  signi- 
fies a  fahy 

Fcttftor,  doer.  Fabe  fagfr,  a  de- 
ceiver 

FeaUy,  fealty  or  homage 

Fearen,  to  frighten 

Feculent,  foal,  foU  of  dregs 

Fell,  fierce,  cruel;  also  gall.  Fdhf, 
fiercely,  cruelly 

Felionett,  most  fierce 

Feminitee,  womanhood,  state  and 
dignity  of  a  woman 

Fere,  a  companion.  Ferret,  com- 
panions 

Fertnfi,  9»  Jlethly  ferme,  fieshly  prison 

Feft  feast,  for  the  rhyme 

Fet,  Fett,  fetch 

Feutred  his  tpeare,  to  set  his  spear  in 
his  rest 

Field,  is  often  used  for  fight,  combat, 
battle 

/YoiMiA  warrant 

Fine,  end 

Firme*  h$»  eye,  keeps  his  eye  steady 
and  firm 

Flatling,1ia.t 

Flight,  arrow 

Flit,  Fleet,  swift.  Upton.  To  fluc- 
tuate, to  be  in  motion.    Bugkee. 

Ffottntt,  blossoms,  or  little  flowers 

Foemen,  foes 

F^le,  leaf.     Gelden  /bile,  leaf  gold 
Foind,  poshed 

Foike-mot,  a  meeting  or  assemMy  of 
folk  or  people 


FoUring-iemgue,  fUteiiag.  foiling,  cr 

tripping 
Fan,  fool.     Fmh(  foolish 
Fimd,  did  find,  for  th«  rhyme 
Frae.  foes 
Forby,  near  to 
Fordoo^  undo,  destroy,  rain 
Ferekent,  seized,  caught  hold  of 
Farelent,  lent  beforehand 
Foretay,  renoanoe,  Upten,    Fereeaidt 

forbid,  HH9*e9 
FerettaU,  to  interrnpt 
Foreikink,  to  repine  or  be  eonoeraed 

at  anything 
Forfwent,  forsook,  went  oat  of  their 

way 
Forgone^  lost,  negleeted,  fonaken 
Ferlere,    Forhnte,    lost.    fonakflB. 

wretdied 


Ftrmy,  to  ravage,  spoil 

Foralaekt,  delayed 

AmvIms,  dday 

Fertwat,  exhansted  with  sweat 

Forewnk,  wearied,  over-labowed 

Fertkjf,  therefore,  wherefore,  why 

FertHage,  9at% 

Forwerm,  maoh  wom 

Fditar,  Am*  forester 

Fbutdring,  thondering,  blastiag  with 

lightning 
Fnfeem,  plenty 

Frtmckiee,  to  ft«e  or  set  at  liberty 
AwMMM,  one  of  too  finee  or  loose 

behaviour 
FtomAcKm,  a  flreemaA  or  a  gentknaa 
Frojh  to  fVighten 
Freakes,  whimseys,  mad  aetfons 
Frsime^  stranger 
Frett,  to  eat,  oonsame.    Itls  osed  in 

another  sense;  to /rstt,  to  adorn ; 

/re«e^  adorned 
Freze,  a    warm    kind   of  wooUcn 

clothing 
Ffwy,  fttwe,  frozen 
Froatmee,  ouri,  crisp 
Frowy,  frowsy,  mossy,  nus^ 
Fry  efekildrm,  trf,  spawn       « 
AtmibMnA  fomisfaing.ftimitBre 

G. 
Gag0^  pledge,  pawn,  seeority 
Oala^,n.  wooden  slioe 
Qamm,  Uwixt  emrmeet  mmd  gmme^  be* 
twixt  earnest  aadjast 
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Garrett  caiues ;  u«  garret  thee  greet 

Gate^  a  wa^ 

Gaxementt  gazing 

Geare,  staff,  attire,  Airniture,  equi- 
page, dress 

GeoMOH,  uncominon,  perplexing 

Gelt,  a  gelding.  Upton.  Gelt,  gold. 
Hughes 

Gentieste,  the  beharioar  of  a  gentle- 
man 

German,  brother,  or  near  kiniman 

Geme,  yawn 

Ge$t9t  deeds,  actions,  exploits,  feats 

Giambeaux,  boots,  greaves,  armour, 
for  the  legs 

Gibe  and  geare.  Joke  and  Jeer 

Gin,  begin.  Gin,  engine,  contrirance 

Gitutt,  Jousts  or  tournaments ;  more 
particularly  single  combat  on 
horseback  with  spears  and  swords 

Glade,  a  passage;  generally  Ibr  a 
passage  out  through  a  wood 

GUne,  a  sword 

Glef,  mirth 

Gl^n,  a  valley 

Glib,  a  curled  bush  of  hair  hanging 
down  over  the  eyes 

GUtirrand,  glittenng 

Glode,  did  glide,  glance,  or  swiftly 
pass 

Glozing  speeehee,  flattering,  deceit- 
ful 

Gnarre,  to  snarl  or  bark 

Gondelay,  properly  a  Venetian 
wherry 

Goodfyhead,  godlineis 

Gore,  pierce 

Gorge,  throat 

G^get,  armour  defending  the  throat 

Grange,  a  granary,  bam,  farm 

Grayle,  some  particles  or  gravel. 
Also  used  in  B.  tt.  C.  10,  St.  ftS, 
for  the  sacred  dish  in  the  last 
supper  of  our  Saviour 

Create,  for  grove 

Oree,  liking,  satisfaction,  pleasure 

Greet,  to  exclaim,  cry  out,  complain 

Gride,  Gryde,  to  strike,  wound, 
pierce,  or  cut  through 

Griefful,  full  of  grief 

GripU,  one  that  snatches  greedily,  a 

griping  miser 
Groom,  shepherd,  herdsman 
Gni9fa<2,  grunted 


Gmartth,  to  garnish,  to  dreM  out  gor^ 

geoudy 
Gueid,  a  gnildhaU 

Gnerdon,  reward,  reoompence,  prixe 
Guiltre,  cheats 
GtUte,  Quite,  way,  flMhion,  manner, 

Upton.    Form,   habit,  condition, 

Hugkee 
Gyre,  circling,  tnming  round 


Haberjeon,  armour  covering  the  neck 
and  breast,  Upton.    Armour  co- 
vering the  head  and  shoulders, 
Hughet 
Habiliments,  .%nparel,  clothing 
Hable,  fit,  ready,  able,  apt,  nimble 
Haequeton,  a  piece  of  armour 
ffa/endeale,  in  partition 
Haiidom,  Holy  Dame;  an  oath  by 

the  Virgin  Mary 
Han,  for  have 
ffarbrough,  harbour 
Hardy,  brave,  bold.    Hardiwtent,  cou- 
rage, boldness 
Hardyhood,  Eardyhead,  a  brave  State 

of  mind 
Harrow,  to  lay  waste,  to  destroy 
Harrow!  an  inteijectlon  and  exda* 

matiwi,  showing  distrcM 
Hash,  a  wicker  basket  to  carry  fish 
Hauberg,  Haubergue.     Vide  Haber- 

Jeon 
Haught  corage,  high  mind 
ifauM;  embraced 

Heast,  Hest,  or  Behest,  command,  pre- 
cept 
i  Heben  bow,  a  bow  made  of  ebony 

Hedeguies,  a  sort  of  country  dances 
I  Hem,  them 
Hend,  to  take  bold  of 
I  Hent,  seised 
!  Herbars,  herbs,  plants 
i  Herried,  Beried,  to  praise,  to  cele- 
brate 
'  Hersat,  rehearsal 
I  Hidder  and  shidder,  he  and  she 
'  Hie,  to  go,  to  hasten 

H'de,  hastened 
I  Higkt,  named,  called 
'  Hild,  covered 

Hiiding,  a  term  of  reproach 
I  Hold.    B.  ii.  O.  2,  St  44.  the  bold  of 
I      the  castle  is  put  for  the  castle  It- 
eelf 
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Hok,  so  speOed  in  th«  lit  and  Snd 

quartot,  in  the  foUos  whok,  B.  Hi. 

C.  12.  St  38 
Hood,  condition,  ttate.    Frequently 

used  in  compounds,  as  knighthood, 

priesthood,  widowhood,  fcc 
Horet  hoar,  hoaiy,  Uptom.    White ; 

sometimes  it  signifies  sqoalid,  fil- 

tbj,  rougli,  Hugkm 
HoHrjft  an  inn 
Sot,  Bote,  from  Bight,  was  named, 

called 
Houaling  Jbro,  sacramental  fire 
JTbeff,  for  heare 
Having,  horering,  floating 
Hutnble$»$,  hnmilitj 
HitHen/brtk,  rush  forth 
Hurtie,  to  nub  with  Yiolenoe 
HurtUng,  rushing,  thrusting 
Hymen  to  Hjfmen,  the  nuptial  song  at 

weddings,  invocating  the  god  Hj- 


lavtl,  seems  to  signify  a  slandering 

fellow 
/lilcMtf,  idleness 
Ie$$et,  strsps  of  leather  ftstened  on 

the  hawk's  legs  when  held  in  the 

fist 
ImpaecMe,  so  the  quartos  and  folios. 

But  Hughei,  iwiplaeabU 
Impe,  child  or  oflspring 
Lmpeaeh,  sometimes  used  hf  Spenser 

in  the  sense  of  the  French  word 

ompeehor,  to  hinder 
IntporiabU,  not  to  be  borne 
In,  Inn,  Inne,  an  inn,  a  chamber,  a 

house 
Incontinent,  immediately,  instantly, 

forthwith 
Indigne,  unworthy 
Infant,  the  Prinoe.  B.  IL  a  8,  St.  66, 

&c. 
Inferd,  brought  OQ 
Infe$t,  deadly 
/ii^ato,  entrance 
Ingowet,  ingots 

Intendement,  attention,  understand- 
ing, thought 
Intore$se,  interest 
Intreat,  speak  oi^  treat  of 
Intuae,  oootuslaD,  bruise 
loKjfhoad,  a  sUte  of  JoUi^ 


/oMiMMec.  leymmet,  rtftUtng,  dlref^ 

sion 
Iro,  yn^  wrath,  anger 


Koep,  care,  heed,  costody,  ciiargv 

JTMjnti^,  guard 

Keight,  caught 

Ken,  Kenn,  to  know,  to  q)y,  to  dl»- 

corer 
Kend,  Kent,  knew,  kenned 
Kerne,  coontrymen  or  boon 
Keaon,  Ketuars,  Emperors,  Csesan, 

Gsars 
JTei^cast 
Kestrel,  a  sort  of  hawk  of  the  baser 


JUM,  dost  know 

Kigkt,  a  kite 

Kitt,  for  kUled 

Kirtle,  a  woman's  gown 

JTomC,  kend,  knew 

Ksfnd,  nature.    Kfndle,  natural 

J^yn^M^,  begotten 

JCjrfM,  cows  or  herds 


X«d;  led,  did  lead 

loM,  taint 

Zorv,  Loire,  lair  ct  a  deer 

IkHdM,  caught 

Lay,  a  song.    loyw,  songs,  poems 

Lojf,  the  earth  or  ground 

Lmfetutt,  a  place  to  lay  dung  or  rub- 
bish 

Xasar*,  leprous  penons 

Leoek,  suigeon  or  physician 

Zmrtv,  Learee,  Letee,  doctrine,  team- 
ing, sdenee 

X«a^*  lying 

XcOTd;  leried,  raised 

Ledden,  language,  dialect 

Leef,  or  Litf,  willing.  Je  U^,  mort 
willing 

Leeae,  k)^ 

LegJerdammfrnt,  slelgfat  of  hand 

XeiOT,  sweetheart,  concubine,  m^ 
tress 

Xmger,  longer 

VEmmg,  the  epilogue  alter  a  copy  if 
rerses 

Xm<;  listen 

leswr,  rather 
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Ltnen^  lightning 

Levin-hrondy  thunderbolt 

Levodtji^  ignorantif 

LiUardy  leopard 

Zie^  like 

Liefe^  dear.     Liefer^  Ln^r^   dearer. 

lAefett,  dearest 
Liege4ord,  sovereign  lord.     Liege- 
man, who  owes  allegiance  to  the 

liege-lord 
Z4g,  or  Liggen,  to  lie 
Lignage,  lineage,  or  descent 
LiUed  out  his  tongue,  ibr  lolled  oot, 

&c. 
Lime-hound,  a  blood-honnd 
Limiter,  one  that  goes  about  selling 

indulgences 
Lin,  to  Iean«  give  way.    Sometimes 

to  cease  or  give  over 
Lineolne-greene,  a  species  of  doth 

manufactured  at  Lincoln 
Litta,  ground  Inclosed  for  tilts  or 

tournaments 
Lite,  alight,  get  off  horse 
Uved   mortail^,    i.e.   lived   among 

mortals 
Livetod,  livelihood,  maintenance 
LiMlj/hed,  Uveliness.  life,  spirit 
Livery  and  geinn,  law  plirases 
Lone,  a  thing  lent,  a  loan 
Long,  belong 

Loord,  as  Umf  Loord,  idle  fellow 
Lordingt,  sirs,  masters.    A  dim.  of 

lord 
Lore,  learning,  instruction 
Lore,  for  Lorn,  left,  lost 
Lorel,  Lotel,  a  liar,  cheat,  a  loose 

fellow 
Lover,  or  Loover,  a  chimnef  or  open- 
ing in  the  roof  of  a  cottage 
Lout,  to  bow  servil^ely,  to  crouch 
Lug$,  perches 
Xtutfc,  Ltukish,  Lwkithneu,    %  laxj 

disposition 
Lurtlesse,  listlessly 
Luttyhed,  lustiness,  vigour 
Lwtieue,  weak,  not  lusty 
Lyte,  light  on,  settle,  fall  on 
Lythe,aott 

H. 

Mage,  magician,  enchanter 
Magnes  stone,  the  load-stone 
Mahoune,  Mahomet.     By  Makoune, 
a  Saracen  oath 


Make,  a  mate,  oonsort.     To 
(verb),  to  compose  verses 

Mal^fioes,  evil  deeds 

MaUeing,  bearing  of  malice 

MaUgne,  maliciously,  abuse 

MaUalent,  ill-will,  spite 

Mand,  manned,  famished,  filled 

Manner,  behaviour,  carriage 

ManUeth,  displayeth  his  wings.    A 
term  in  falconry 

Many,  company,  B.  iiL  C.  9,  St  11, 
fro. 

Marge,  margin,  brim 

Mark  white,  the  white  mark 

Martelled,  hammered,  beat 

Mas,  used  for  divine  service 

Mated,  conquered,  subdued 

Mdugre,  in  spite  of,  against  one's 
will,  notwittistanding 

Mayle,  a  coat  of  mail 

Maxed,  stunned 

Maxer  bowl,  properly   a   bowl    of 
maple 

Meane,  means,  conditions,  occasion 

Meare,  a  meer,  limit,  or  boundary 

Medle,  to  mingle 

Meed,  reward,  prize 

iftfA;  to  intermeddle 

Mene,  did  mean,  intended 

Ment,  mingled 

Mereiable,  merclftal 

Mercifyde,  pitied 

Merimake,  merriment 

Mesprise,  neglect,  contempt,  scorn 

Mei^  meet 

Mew,  a  place  to  mew  hawks ;  any 
place  shut  np 

Mickie,  much 

Mieve,  for  move 

Mincing  minion,  finical  affected  dar- 
ling 

Minime,  a  minim  in  muiio 

Miniments,  toys,  trifies 

Minished,  for  diminished 

Mirk,  darlc,  obscure 

Mirksome  air,  obscure,  ibul 

Miscreated,  created    amiss,  ill    be- 
gotten 

Miscreant,  originally  signifies  infidel, . 
or  one  of  a  wrong  belief 

Misdone,  for  mlsdo,  i.e.  to  do  amits 

Misfare,  misfortune 

Misieeke,  dislike 

Mister,  manner,  sort,  art,  mystery 

Misteretk  not,  needs  not 
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JfiMrafiiMl.  WTOQ^  trained,  in- 
straoted  uniMi  or  misled,  drawn 
Mide 

Misweem,  to  mi^iudge,  interpret 
wrongly 

Mitweni^  gone  utraj 

Jtfo,  JIf M,  more 

MocheU  much 

Moldwarph  moles 

IfoiM,  a  stupid  feUow 

MonatUn,  a  monastery 

IfoM,  sorrow 

Morion,  head*pieee,  helmet 

Mote,  must,  might 

MoU,  did  mete  or  measure 

Moutdt,  grows  mouldy 

MountenauHce,  the  amount  of  any- 
thing, quantity,  distanoe 

JfotoM,  making  of  mouths 

Muchel,  much 

lfiiii(/EMiiM,  subsidies,  aid,  benero- 
lenoe 

Mwed,  inclosed 

ATiMMi;  mused 

N. 

Uar,  near,  or  nearer 

Nm,  has  not 

Nathte$$,  Nathelest,  not  the  less,  ne> 

vertheless 
Kathsmore,    Naihewioe,    nerer    the 

more 
^0,  neither,  not 
^MdMMntr,  necessaries 
Nemptt  named 
NeU,  neat,  clean 
NeweU,  novelty 
K0wfangteiu$$0,  a  love  of  novelty 

and  changes 
NiU,  will  not.    Cont  for  nt  wiU 
Ntmble$$et  nimbleness 
Soitletm,  nobility 

Nonce,  for  the  nonce,  for  the  occasion 
^oA<No<«,  know  not.  ContforMivof 
Kould,  would  not 
Koute,  the  crown  of  the  head 
Nouriture,  nurture,  education 
Nour^,  to  nurse 
Nopance,  harm 
•  Noyd,  annoyed  or  hurt 
Nojfoue,  hurtflil  or  baleftal 


Otteqmjf,  ftmeral  rites 
<{^  refhse,  dross 


Ordele,  a  trial  by  trt,  wMm,  « 
combat 

Overoaiiw,  came  over  it 

Offercraw,  to  crow  over,  to  insult 

OwrAdNf,  overtook 

Overgnut,  oveiigrown  with  graM 

Overmgki,  reaching  over 

Oterred,  did  read  it  over 

Overwent,  overwhelmed 

Oeerweenmg,  self-conodted,  opinioD- 
ated 

Oiiif  At  owned 

Ought  the  more,  the  more  at  aU 

Out-teeO,  flow  ont,  yield  oat,  dis- 
charge 

OhIo/AoiuI,  forthwith 

Ovt-wim,  get  out,  win  the  way  oat 

Owchee,  bosses,  or  bnttons  of  gold 


Paee,ga' 

Painim,  paglm,  infidel 
PeUret  impair,  diminish 
Palfrey,  a  hone ;  mo 

lady's  pad 
i\aA,arobe 
PeML  part  per  part,   %  phraM  Ib 

heraldry 
Palmer,  a  f^grim 
Panaehfo,  an  universal  medicine 
PkMJMlMfl;  the  skoll.  the  crown  o  the 

bead 
Paragon,  an  example,  pattern ;  ooa- 

panion,  or  fellow 
Paramomr,  a  lover 

Paraeaunt,  peradventare,  by  dtaaea 
Parbreake,  vomit 
Partmre,  departure 
Pa»,  go.    Also  surpass,  exceed 
Paee,  B.  UL  C.  1,  Si.   19. 

here,  country,  land,  region 
Powiie,  peacock 
Paunoe,  a  pansy,  or  violet 
Pagne,  pains,  endeavour 
P«arlr.  brisk 
Peoee,  a  fort,  a  strong  place,  dtadei 

B.  i.  C.  10.  St.  A9.  &e. 
Priae,  poise.    Pmftd,  poised 
Perdie,  Ft.  par  Dien,  an  old  oath 
PtfTtf.  companion.  i>«nf«,oompanioos, 

eqaals 
Ptfre;^  equal 
Perforce,  by  force 
Perling,  purling,  trickling  dowB 
i'srfMw,  perikMis,  daageroas 
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/^iTMnia;  piereiiig 
PertWt  purauing,  punoit,  or  cbaae 
J*Jk0er^  companion 
J*Ay$fmomjf,  physiognomy 
^eturalSf  paintings 
J^tght,  placed,  pitted,  Oxed 
J'tO,  to  rob,  to  pillage 
JWw.  to  pine,  to  waste  away 
J^oningi^  works  of  pioneers 
J*iain^  to  complain 
Piaintt  complaint 
JPleataunctt  pleasure 
P/ltffA.  for  the  rhyme,  a  plash 
J'iight,  circumstance,  condition 
J>0int,  armed    completely,  Hughet. 
Caf*d  not  far  God  or  man  a  point, 
not  at  all,  not  a  tittle.    Upton. 
Armed  at  all  points,  ibid, 
Poiw,  weight 
Polaxe,  or  battle-axe 
PoU  andpiU,  plunders  and  pillages 
Port,  behaTionr,  carriage 
Portaunce,  comportment,  carriage 
Porteuait,  a  falUng  gate;  a  gate  to 
let  down  or  draw  np  at  plea- 
sure 
Porteste,  a  breviary,  or  prayer-book 
Ponldredy  reduced  to  powder 
PouM*€,  pease 

PojfnoHt,  poignant,  sharp,  piercing 
Praetieke  paine,  the  cunning  prao* 

tice,  plot,  and  endeavour 
PranA,  Some  prank  their  rnffUt,  i.e. 
exhibit  forth,  and  proudly  show. 
Prankt   in    rea»on*e   garb,    pom- 
pously  set  forth,  arroganUy  tricked 
out 
1  r^ace,  press,  throng,  crowd 
Preet,    prepared,    ready    at   hand. 

Sometimes  for  pressed 
Pretended,  shown  forth,  held  out 
Prick,  to  prick  as  with  spurs 
Pricking  on  the  piaine,  riding  on  the 

plain 
Priefe,  proof 
Prine,  prove 
Prise,  scuffle,  flgfat 
Proeurd,  solicited,  entreated 
Prepense,  weigh,  consider,  premedi- 
tate 
Pretense,  extension,  drawing  oat 
Prow,     brave;     Prower,     hrarert 

Pfvtm»i;  bravest 
fuissaunoe,  valour,    power,  might 
Pwissant,  poweiftU,  might/ 


Pureed,  flourished  with  a  needle. 
Hughes.  Embroidered  or  decorated 
as  with  embroidery,  Upton 

Purpose,  discourse,  talk,  words 

Purvagf,  provide 

Puttockes,  bitterns,  kites.  So  Gloes. 
to  Chaucer 

Pfned  ghost.    Tide  PtiM 

Pyonmgs,    Vide  Pionings 

Q. 
Quadrate,  a  square 
Quaid,  subdued.     Perhaps  instead 

of  qualed  or  quelled 
Quaiie,  to.  subdue,  to  quell,  Upton. 

Quaile,  to  languish,  Hughes 
Quaint,  nice,  curious 
Quorle,  B.  ii.  C.  11,  St.  88,  contracted 

from  Quarrei,  shaft,  arrow 
Quarrey,pTey 
Quart,  the  western  division;   the 

fourth  part 
Qw^d,    Vide  Quaid 
Queem,  or  Queam,  please 
Queint,  quenched 
Queint    elect,    quahitly    or   oddly 

chosen 
Quell,  sometimes  used  for  to  die 
Quest,  adventure,  exploit 
Quieh,  to  quicken,  to  stir 
Quight,  to  deliver,  to  fne 
Quip,  taunt,  flout 
Quite,  to  requite 
Quited,  requited,  retomed 
QtMk,  did  quake,  did  sha 

tremble 


nace.    Vide  Sast 

Bad,  for  did  read ;  or  guessed 

Jiaft,  Reft,  bereft,  bereaved,  Upton. 
Bent,  tore,  Hughes 

Baid.    Videil<v 

Saile,  adowne  their  sides  did  raile, 
i.  e.  flow  or  run  along 

Baine,  region.  Bajfne,  rule  or  king- 
dom 

Bamp,  to  paw,  or  fly  out,  like  a  mad 
horse 

Bank,  in  order 

Bansakt,  plundered,  trifled,  violated 

Rapt,  in  rapture 

Bash,  maUes  did  rash,  did  far«ak.  did 
shiver  in  pieces 

Bast,  Boxed,  enMid,  dSkatd 
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Bathe,  early 

Bought,  reached,  did  reach 

iZomn,  rapine,  spoil,  ravening 

Bay,  to  diacoloar,  beray 

Bajf,  for  Aray,  ornament,  (Umitare. 

Also  for  in  ray,  in  array,  in  order 

andranlc 
Bead,  BeeH,  to  advise,  warn,  pro- 

noonce,  declare,  interpret,  guess, 

divine.   Likewise  counsel,  advice, 

prophecy 
Beane,  to  bereave,  or  take  away 

violently 
Beadifyde,  rebuilt 
Bebut,  rebound,  recoil,  repel 
Beck,  care,  reclcon.  account 
Beek^fwte,  call  ba<d( 
Beoowre,  recover 
Beettle,  Becuile,  to  recoil,  go  back,  or 

give  way 
Becretmt,  out   of   hope,    untrusty 

cowardly 
Bedoubied,    reverenced,    honoured, 

feared 
Bedowtding  tean,    abounding    and 

flowing  over 
Begiment,  rule,  government 
JMote,  bring  back 
BeleiU  hi$  pace,  to  slacken,  to  stay 
BeUven,  to  live  again 
Bemereied,  thanked 
JiMcotmfor,  accidental  fight,  or  sd" 

venture 
Be^fbrst,  reinforced 
Benfient,  reinfieroed,   again   made 

fierce  and  bold 
Benm,  for  runs 

JltffiMf»<,  turned  upside  down,  over- 
turned 
Beplevie,  to  redeem,  to  recover  by  a 

replevy 
Beprie/e,  reproof 
B^rize,  to  make  reprisals 
Beeeited,  reinstated.   In  possession 

again 
Bestani,  lodged,  placed,  resident 
Betrate,  Betraitt,  picture,  portrait; 

air  of  the  face.    Also  retreat,  fall 

back,  give  ground 
Betyrd,  drawn  oat 
Beverte,  recal,  return 
Beeeree,  dress  again,  to  clothe  again 
Bew,  to  rue,  pity.     Bew,  a  row.    In 

a  Bew,  in  a  row 
Bibauld,  a  debauched  fellow 


Bife,  ftequent;  fbUy,  abmidaiifly 
^fl*  P^P*  cl«^  chink,  or  cnu^ 
J2fM,  to  cleave  asunder,  iliw,  reat, 

split,  torn  asundtf 
Bodf,  inroad 
BontM,  young  bulloeka 
Jtoodlc,  a  oposs 
Boeiert,  a  rose-tree 
Bote,  harp,  or  crowd 
Bove,  didtt  roM.  i.  e.  dMst  shoot  thy 

roving  arrows 
BtntndeU,  a  round  bubble 
Bmn^e,  to  bite  or  gnaw 
Bue.    Vkle  Bew 
Buffe,  ornaments  for  the  neek,  of 

plain  or  r^^led  muslin  or  camfarie 
Bitmate,    brought   to   ruin,   ofer* 

thrown 
Buing,  pitying.    BupOy,  pitiltally 
BtUk,\Aty 

BybamUU    Vide  JtOavU 
Bxfe.    Yide  Bi/e 
Byted.    Vide  Bite 


SimI,  grave 

Bafe  her,  her  excepted 

Saiewed,  sainted 

Satiatmee,  sally,  or  assault 

Saiee  hie  hwU,  to  cure,  to  remedy 

SalB«<  sainted 

Sam,  samet  sometimes  it  rifniies 

together 
Samite,  satin 
Siy,  a  thhi  sort  of  silk  stuff.  J  em^d 

of  Utter  fogr,  of  better  prooi;  aaiay 
Scartno^et,  skirmishings 
Scatk,  harm,  mischief 
SeatterUifgt,    scattered    rovcn    or 

ravagers 
Son-M,  discern 
SttoM,  slave 
Sdawitdert,  slanders 
Seord,  maiked,  engraved 
Score,  reckoning 
Soor$e,  exchange 
Serine,  Sayne,  chest,  ooff^ 
Seruxe,  squeeze  out,  press  out 
Sayde,  descried 

5<laiM,  disdain.    Sdeigned,  dimdaJnti 
Seare,    dry,     consumed,    bnmiiif. 

parcMng 
See,  seat,  habiUtloa 
S^,  silly 
8eleouth,\ 
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Site,  a  seal-flsh 
Select  thapet,  ohosen,  elegant 
5e0;  saddle 

SemNaunt,  show,  pretence,  appear- 
ance 
Semimaryt  amurseiy 
StmnekeO,  a  preeidant,  governor,  or 

steward 
Smtt  used  for  sfaioe 
JSent^  the  soent,  the  smelUng  out 
&w,    follow.      Stwing,    following. 

iSrawd;  IbUowed 
ShaOopt  a  boat 

Shawmet,      musical      iftstmments. 
Psalm    xoTiil.    7.        Skawm    is 
thongbt  to  signify  a  hanthof 
Sheene,  B.  U.  C.  1,  St.  10 
Skemd,  to  disgrace,  to  Uame,   to 

spo^ 
Sheret  pore,  clear 

Skriefft,  A»,  to  aet  the  part  of  a  con- 
ftseor.    8kri/»,  or  ShHwimg^  con- 
feiision 
SAHght,  shrieked.  SMghUt,  shriek- 

ings 
SAriU,  to  sound  shrilly 
SArowd,  to,  to  shelter.    Shrouded  ih 

»Uep,  covered,  sheltered 
Shfne,  shining,  brightness 
Sib,  related,  of  Un 
Sich,  for  such 
Siege,  seat,  bench,  throne 
Sient,  a  gralT,  sprig,  or  yoong  shoot 
Sight,  sighed 
Sike,  such 
SHur,  snre,  sarely 
Sikerne$9,  sureness,  safety 
Simples,  simplicity 
Sin,  used  for  since 
SimgtUfei,  SingulU,  sighs,  BObblnga 
Sit,  rite  not,  suits  not.    lit  it  eite,  it 

ill  agrees,  ill  beoomee 
Sith,  since  that 
Sithei,  times 
Sithent,  since  that  time 
Slug,  to  grow  sluggish 
Smouldty,  hot,  sweltering 
&Mr,  to  snarl 
Snarled  haire,  I. «»  entangled,  as  a 

skein  of  silk 
Sneb,  to  snub  or  check 
bHudUs,  knobs  or  knots  in  wood 
Sods,  torft,  clods  of  earth 
Sold,  saUry,  hire  t  a  soldier's  pay 
8om$ne,  the  sum,  substance 


Soote,  sweet,  or  sweetly 
Soothlich,  Boothly,  true 
&rr,  company.    In  mt^,  in  such  sort 

or  manner 
Saucing,  plunging,  ftUfaig 
Souldan,    Soudan,    SoUam,    a    king, 

tyrant,  sovereign 
Soucenaunce,  remembrance^  reooUee- 

tion 
Soumdes,  inlets  of  the  sea  between 

headlands 
Aninitf^  sound.    With  shrieking  soume, 

B.  Ui.  C.  4,  St.  80 
Soyle,  the  prey,  the  soiled  beast 
Space,  walk  about,  range  about 
SpaUes,  shoulders 

Sperre  the  gate,  bar  or  shvt  the  gate 
Sported  air,  for  dispersed  air 
Spill,  to  spoil,  to  destroy 
Spilt,  shed,  scattered  over 
Spire,  to  breathe 
Sprent,  sprinkled 
Springal,  a  youth,  a  strilpltBg 
Spyals,  espials,  spies 
Spyre,  it  doth  spire  fbrth,  or  grow  up 

to  the  fairest  tower 
Stadle,  staff 

Stales,  incitements,  devices,  tricks 
Stank,  weary  or  ftdnt 
atarke,  stiff  with  cold 
Star^ead,  doctrine  of  tiie  stars,  as- 
tronomy 
Steane,  for  stone 

Sted,  place,  seat,  station,  situation 
Steemo,  smokeS      Strnwed,  had  e^e- 

haled 
AtfenMd,  esteemed 
Stent,  stint,  stay,  stop 
Stept,  steeped,  soaked,  vretted 
Sterne,  ttXL 

Sterve,  to  perish,  to  die 
Steven,  sound,  noise 
Stire,  stir  or  move 
Stole,  a  garment,  a  matron^  robe 
Stond,  stand,  station 
Stonied,  astonislied,  or  stunned 
Stoond.    Vide  Stonied 
Stound,  Stownd,  space,  moment,  sea- 
son, hour,  time 
Stoup,  in  fklconry,  when  the  hawk  on 

wing  strikes  at  the  fowl 
Stour,  Stowre,  light,   stir,    troable, 

misfbrtune,  fit 
S$raine,  Strene,  race,  descent,  fkmily, 
origin 
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Stn^  B.  iL  C.  7,%t  40 

Stretnt  distress 

Stytt  to  ascend,  to  mount  up 

Subversi^  subverted,  overthrown 

Sttccette,  succession 

Suffused  eyet,  bedewed,  suinised  with 
tears 

Suffpremngt  Iceeping  under 

Supprett,  ravished 

Surbetf  wearied 

SurceoMet  stop 

Surquedryt  pride,  presumption 

Sute,  suit,  petition,  request 

Sunrt,  swarthy,  black 

Swarving,  swerving,  giving  way, 
going  fh}m 

£way,  management,  direction,  rule, 
motion 

Sweath-bandt,  swathe  or  swaddling- 
bands 

Swelt,  burnt,  suffocated  with  heat, 
fainted 

Swerved,  moved,  wandered  out  of  his 
place 

^uFiiidk,  labour 

Swound,  a  swoon  or  fkinting  fit 


Target  a  buckler  or  shield 
Tanett  Touely  a  twisted  or  busby  or- 
nament of  silk,  gold,  or  silver. 

ToMid  gent,  a  gentle,  tame  male 

hawk 
Teade,  a  torch 
Teene,  Tine,  T^ne,  trtoble,  miichieC 

iAjttry 
Tenor,  the  middle  part  next  the 

base 
Thee,  thrive,  prosper.     Well  mote  ye 

thee,  B.  U.  C.  1,  St  88 
Tkewee,  mannen,  qualifications,  oos- 

toms 
Thilk,  thia,  that 
Tho,  then 
Tkralied,  enslaved 
Thralls,  slaves 
Thrill,  to  pierce  through 
Throw  that  last  bitter  throw,  pain, 

pangs.  So  mighty  throwes,  strokes, 

blows.     7b  sleep  a  throwe,  a  small 

while  or  space 
Thrust,  Thirstie,ihint 
Tickle,  slippery,  unstable,  ticklish 
Tide,  awhile,  time,  season,  an  hoar 
T^ht,  ii^ 


7%id;  kindled,  excited 

Tire,  rank,  row,  as  a  tire  of  ord« 

nance 
Tort,  wrong,  iiijary 
Totty,  dizzy,  tottering 
Toiizd,  tagged  and  haaled  about 
Tract  bjf  tract,  by  tracing,  by  tract 

and  footing 
Trade,  tread,  trace,  or  footstep.    Bo 

Trade,  do  walk 
Train,   Trojfn,    the    train  or   talL 

Likewise  used  for  treachery,  dc> 

celt 
TVinMb,  nets 

TVoiwiafed.  turned  them  to 
Transmew,  to  transform,  trancnuite 
Transrerse,  awry*  out  of  order 
Trast,  fbltowed  as  by  tract  or  ini- 

ing 
TVvRwtZf.  labour 
Treadiour,  Tremdutowr,  traitor 
Treague,  a  truce,  oessatioa  of  arms ; 

agreement 
Treen,  0[  a  tree,  wooden 
Trenchand,  Trenchant,  catting  shaip 
Troad,  path,  footing 
Trow,  believe,  imagine,  conceive 
Truss,  to,  a  term  in  falconry,  wbeij 

the  hawk  raises  his  prey  aloft,  ana 

then  descends   with    it   to   the 

ground 
T^smament,   7Wiuyam<;  TVmM^,  a 

sort  of  single  combat  on  horseback, 

commonly  with  lances 
Turribant,a  turiwn 
Tway,  two;  in  Twajf,  to  two.     IKr 

Twaine,  his  couple 
Tweght,  twit,  upbraid 
Twitin,  to  blame,  to  upbraid 
lYcge^Ud;  twofold 

V.U. 
Faded,  gjfme 

Valaw,  value,  worth,  raloor 
Vantage,  profit 
Vauncing,  advancing 
Fa«iiil,  to  boast 
Fellenege,  rather  mlUnege,  the  meas* 

^st  and  lowest  of  tenure 
Fenery,  hunting  of  wild  beasts,  B.  i. 

C.  6,  St  22 
Venger,  revenger 
Fentayle,  the  fore  part  of  the  bebnet, 

to  give  rent  or  air  to  the  Cmo  by 

lifting  op 


^.gitized  by 


Google 


OL033ABT. 


819 


VenMk  into  ths  itukI,  muflh  the  wind 

y«re  the  maine  shete,  turn,  Bhifl 

f'eiehy  bed,  (Shep.  Cal.)  bed  of  peaae 
straw 

FUde,  vUe 

rirdayt,  a  kind  of  songs 

yisnomie,  physiognomy,  visage,  as* 
pect 

UmMere,  the  visor  of  the  helmet 

Uueouth,  nnosual,  strange,  harsh; 
odd,  deformed 

Vnderfongt  attempt  by  nnfiiUr  and  in- 
direct means 

Undertime^  the  afternoon,  towards 
the  evening.  B.  iii.  C.  7,  St.  13 

Undigkt,  not  dight,  disordered; 
loosened,  untied 

Unneath,  difficult,  scarcely,  with  dif- 
ficulty. Sometimes  it  signifies 
ftlmo«t 

Unhele^  to  discover,  to  bewray 

UmAerstt  took  them  fVom  the  JiearsO' 
or  temporary  monument  where 
they  were  usually  hanged,  B.  v. 
C.  8,  St.  87 

Unkempt,  nnadomed,  or  void  of  grace 
or  elegance 

Vnkend,  not  known 

VnUck,  unlike 

Unpervaidet  unprovided,  not  fur- 
nished 

Unreet,  disquiet,  uneasineti 

Utuoei,  unsweet 

UnwcartM,  unexpectedly,  incantioasly, 
unwarily 

Umeeetingt  unknowing,  unawares, 
ignorant 

Unteitt,  not  thought  ot,  unknown 

Upbratt,  burst  open 

UpOrojfes,  upbraidings,  reproaches 

UpwrHaMl,  unrevenged« 

W. 

Wage,  a  pledge;  likewise  reward, 

wages 
Waift,  a  stray 
War,  worse 

War-haUe,  able  or  powerful  in  war 
VTarr,  wary,  cautious.  IFartf,  did  wear 
War^lret,  stupified 
War-old,  old  in  war  or  strife 
Warray,  to  make  war  upon,  to  ha< 

rass  with  war 
WarHoureeee,  a  wooian.wtfrior,  an 


Watdtet,  pale  blue 

Watres,wa,\e9,  Upton.  Waice»,yfA\9t, 
perhaps  for  woes,  Hughes 

Way,  weigh,  value,  esteem 

Waytnent,  to  bewail,  lament 

Wayne,  Waine,  chariot 

Wval-<ixcatf,  WeUatcty,  al&s ! 

Ween,  Weenen,  imagine,  judge 

Weei,  to  know.     Wteten,  to  wit 

Weelleu,  unknowing 

ir<'/to,wailed.  lf>/i*,  waved,  avoided, 
put  off 

Weft  (noun),    a  stray;    whatever 
wanders  and  is  lost 

Well,  did   well,  eprinp,  flow.      To 
Weld,  to  move,  to  wield,  to  govern 

Wtle,  weal,  welfare 

Welke,  to  set,  decrease,  wither;  to 
grow  faint 

Welkin,  the  sky,  firmament 

WelUr,  to  wallow 

Wend,  to  go.     Wend,  for 

Weened,  imagine 

Went,  way,  Journey,  Upton.    Going, 
course,  Hughes 

West,  to,  to  set  in  the  west 

Wex,  to  increase,  to  grow 

fVhally,  ftili  of  whales 

Whateo,  whatsoever 

Wheneo,  whensoever 

WhiUme,  Whylome,  formerly,  some- 
wliileago 

WMat,  hushed,  silenced 

Whit,  a  little  part 

Whot,  hot 

Whyleare,  erewhtle,  sometime  before 

Wicked  herbee,  noxious,  poisonous 

Wield,  ir«2tf,mansge,  handle,  govern, 
direct,  turn,  sway,  fcc. 

Wight,  creature,  person 

Wightly,  quickly 

nimble,  shiAing  to  and  fh> 

Wimpled,  folded  over  like  a  veil 

Wise,  guise,  appearance 

To  Wis,  to  know.  Wist,  thought, 
knew 

Wite,  blame,  reproach 

Withhault,  wittiholden,  withdrew 

Woe  begonne,  far  gone  in  wi  e,  over- 
whelmed 

Wonne,  is  used  in  two  senses;  in  the 
first,  for  to  overcome,  gain  the 
victory,  ftt>m  to  win.  In  the  se- 
cond place,  for  to  dwell,  to  inhabit 
fkxMD  the  German  vomen 
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Won,  to  use,  to  be  wont 

Wbntt  custom,  manner 

Woo,  to  court,  or  win  by  conrthif 

Wood,  mad.     Woodneu,  madness 

Wot,  to  know.  Wotent,  knowest 

Woteed,  wooed,  for  the  rhyme 

Woxed,  waxed 

WroMt,  wrest,  for  the  rhyme 

Wreake,  to  rerebge.       WroS»,  r 

vengcd 
Wreakfiil,  revenyeflll 
IFrtf#<,  wrist 
WrtTied,  wrinkled 
Wroken,  wreaked,  rerenged 
Whifle,  beguUe 
W^.    Vide  Wit* 

Y. 

Ybety  beaten 

Ybent,  bent,  indined,  addicted 

Yblent,  blinded,  or  confounded 

Ybrent,  burnt 

Yelad,  clad,  clothed 

Yeleped,  called,  named 

Ydfeue,  idleness 

Ydrad,  Ydred,  dreaded,  feared 

Yeame,  earn,  get,  proeore 

Yede,  Yeed,  Yeade,  to  go 

Yeoman,   sometimes   slgnlflee    M 

rant 
Yerki,  yerks.  Jerks,  lashes 
Yfven,  gl'lM! 
Yfitn,  in  company,  together 


YfattBrtd,  fbstered,  nonrldiedfbroitgfat 

up 
Yfmgki,  freighted,  leaden 
YfreUed,  the  same  as  fretted 
rgw,  gone 

YU,  yet ;  fbr  the  rhyme 
TSMw,  alike 

Yinagery,  images,  figures 
Ymett,  molten,  melten 
Ympe,  Impt,  ofikpring 
Yvipi,  grafted  on,  fixed  on  as  a  graff 
Yod,    VMe  Yeed 
Yold,  yielded 
Yond,  beyond 

Yore,  of  yore,  anciently,  formerly 
Yotmgth,  youth 
Youmker,  a  lusty  young  man 
Ypaid.     Vide  Apaid 
Ypent,  pent  up,  or  folded  like  sheep 
Ypifht,  placed 
YpUuU,  placed 
Ypfight,  plighted 
Yrapt,  wrapt  in  ecstasy 
Yre,  ire,  anger 
YrenArent 
Yrwed,  rired,  liren 
Yroke,  Ywreaken,  Ywroken,  wreaked. 

rerenged 
Ymme,  collected  together 
Ytkend,  to  spoil,  to  disgraee 
yfl0if./ipi«.  truly,  indeed;  to  my  own 

knowledge.    Sometimes  used  ex- 

pletively,  sometimes  ironically 
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&»rUI  h  Edwards,  Printen^  4,  Gbandos.8treet,  Covent-ganien. 
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